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your Royal Highneſs's Pa- 
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Reſpect, 4 


SIR, 
Tour Royal Highneſs's 
Moſt obedient. _ 
Humble Servants, 
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The Firſt Seſſion of the Second Parliament 


= of King Groko II. 


HE Parliament meet January 14, 
17345, | | | 9 5 
Ar Arthur Onſlow re-elected Speaker, ib. 
A. The King's Speech at opening the firſt 
Seſſion of the Second Parliament, 


| 2 
Mr Harris's Motion for an Addreſi of Thanks, 4 
Debate thereon, * 
O 
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An Addreſs of Thanks agreed to and preſented, 2 
His 44% Anfiber thereto, 4 21 
Motion, in the Grand Committee on the Supply, far 

granting 30,000 Men for the Sea-Service, for the 
Lear 1735, with the Debate thereon. 222 
Thirty T houſand Men woted 9 4 the ſaid Service, 48 
Mr Sandys's Motion for an Addreſs to the King, for 


an Account of the Expences incurr'd, in conſe- 

quence of the Vote of Credit paſs'd laſt Seſſion, 

with the Debate thereon, 48 
| Debate 
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Sir William Nyndham's Morion for referring the Eſti- 


Sir John Barnard moves for a Bill for reſtraining 


Mr Bramſton's Motion for reſtraining the Counſel 
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the Number of Play- Himes 3 with the Debate 
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from offering Evidence touching the Right of Elec. 
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tion of the Houſe of Commons, 
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A Bill ordered to be brought i in for limiting the Num- 


ber of Officers in the Houſe of Commons, upon Mr 
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The King's Speech at putting an End ta the Firſt Sef- 
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ol, Parliament prorogued, 
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"ERRATA 


DA 235, Line 26, read proceeded. P. 249, L. 6, read Sir Wilm 
| Yonge. In the Margin read thus, Sir William Yonge's Motion for 17,704 bs 
Forces for the Year 1737. Ibid, read, Speech for Sir William Yonge's Mo- 


tion. P. 287, L. 43. read thus, free from Payment. P. 295, L. 6. read publick 
Debts. P. 310, L. 10. read Enſe reſcindendum. P. 321, read Lancafter, P. 341, | 
I. 29. for 1733 read 1737. P. 370, L. 34, ad Samuel Holden, P. 449,1. 
14, read Uſurers. P. 453, L. 20, dell Mr. P. 479, L. 45, read Sir Edmund. 
P. 506, L. 47, ead Nether-Bow Port. P. 514, L. 28, for Gamers read Gain- 
ers. P. 524, L. 18, {or Magiſtrate read Magiſtrates, P. 27, L 193 fur thro ugh 48 
read throw. P. 528, L. 2, ad at. P. 538, L. 40, for Erskine read Areskine. 
P. 543, L. 23, read Walter Plumer. Ibid, L. 36, read thus, It was reſolved = 
by .224. againſt 218. P. 544, L. 39, read James Erſkine, Ibid. L. 40; read 


Charles Areſkine, 


erte Ge. of the FirTH Ses$10N ; 
buy way of Introduction 7o, and Iluſtration 
/ the DEBATEs, Sc. which follow, to 


Ze End of the jaid Seſf on. 
7 8 Majeſty came to the Houle of Peers, and opened the 


. Seſſion with a moſt gracious Speech from the Throne, 

which See page 339. as likewiſe the Addreſs and the Debate 

it occaſioned, page 341. &c. 

> 3 The 5th. The Houle reſolved that a Supply be granted his 

falt, Nemine Contradicente. 

*# The 6th. Ordered divers Eftimates of Accounts to be laid 

3 Ipefore them. 

1 Reſolved, that His MI. a jeſty be addreſſed for ſeveral! Me- Addreſs for 
Imoria!s, Petitions, &c. ſince the Treaty of Seville, relating to exe evo 1 
Lanz Loiles ſuſtained by his Majeſty's Subjects by Depreda- Pong Weg 

tions committed by the Spaniards, &c. to be laid before them, ty of Seville. 

3 which haye not already been laid before this Houſe. 


- 1 


February 1. 1731. 


A Motion was made, and the Queſtion put, that his Majeſty 4 Motion for 


F N Abe addreſſed to lay Admiral Haddock's Inſtructions before Admiral Bad- 
them, it paſſed in the Negative, on a Diviſion, Ayes 113, dock's infiruc. 
Noes 183, See the Debate page 359. &c. After which it was ri eee 
moved that ſeveral Papers relating to Spaniſh Captures be laid 
before them, which paſſed in the Negative: : Ayes 120, 
Noes 200. See the Debate, page 369. &C. 
| The 12th, The Houſe agreed to the Report of veſterday- 8 
Reſolution on the Supply, viz. Reſolved, that 12,000 Sea- 
men be employed for the Service of the Year 17 739. 
= Reſolved, that a Sum not exceeding 41. per Man per 
Month be allowed for defraying the Expences of the ſame 
The 14th. In a Committee on the Supply came to the 
following Reſolutions: 
"0 Relolved, That 17704 Men be granted for Land Forces 
for the Service of the Year 739 On a Diviſion: Ayes 
253. Noes 183*. See the Debate, page 403. &c. 
That 647, 549 l. 1112.29, be _ tor maintaining 
them. 
| That 


—— 


5 


8 


* The Minority propoſed 12000 Men only. 


[i 5 
That 228,062, be granted for the Garriſons of Minorca, 


Gibraltar, Georgia, &c. 


That 27,172 1. be granted for Out-Penſioners of Chelſea- 


Hoſpital. 


Glafsmakers 
&c. Petition. 


That 5041 J. be granted, for defray ing ſeveral extraordi- 
nary Expences incurred in 1738, and not provided for by 
Parliament, 

The 20th. Read a third time, and paſſ:4 the Malt-Bill. 

The 23d. Read a ſecond time, the Bill for puniſhing 
Rogues, Vagabonds, &c. and for the Relief of Lunatics, 
and Foundling Children. 

Received a Petition from the Weſt-India Merchants, 
trading to America, and another Petition from the Mer- 
chants of Briſtol : See Page 417. 

After Debate, Ordered that the Petitioners be heard by 


themſelves, (not by Counſel) on two Diviſions ; Ayes 237 


242, Noes 208, 297. 


The 26th. Received Petitions relating to Weſtminſter. | 
Abbey, St. Margaret's Church, the African Company, ane 


the Colony of Georgia. | 
The 28th. Received a Petition from ſeveral Glaſsmakers, 
Brewers, Sugarboilers, Smiths, Dyers, &c. Conſumers of 


Coals, complaining of the Abuſes and Frauds in enhancing > 


the Price, and praying Relief, 


Referred to the Conſideration of a Committee of the 1 


whole Houſe. 


March 5. Received a Petition from the of "WM 
Edinburgh, expreſſing their Diſſatisfaction to the Conven- 


tion. 
Referred to the Committee on the Convention. 
Read a third time, and paſſed the Mutiny- Bill. 
The whole Houſe was called over, according to Order. 
The th. In a 


niards 3 Captain Vaughan, and Captain * Copithorne weren 
alſo examined relating to their Loſſes and cruel Uſage. 
= The 8 

0 5 5 


* The Casx of Richard Copithorne, ſole Owner and Maſter 1 | 


grand Committee, took the Convention 
into Conſideration, and ſeveral Merchants were called in, 
and examined, relating to their Loſſes ſuſtained by the Spa- 


of the Ship Betty Galley, Burthen 150 Tons; relating to S- 
his being taken by the Spaniards, and the Loſſes ſuſtained FX 
by himſelf and the Freighters thereby; humbled addrel- FR 


ſed to the Honourable the Houſe of Commons, 


This Ship having been taken in Europe near twelve Year | 1 
ago, and the Sufferers gone thro) all the Formalities of making | 3 
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Parliament. 


„„ 
The 7th. Received two Petitions from the Merchants of 
Scotland, againſt the Convention. OY 
Referred to the Conſideration of the Committee, &c. 
Ordered an Addreſs to his Majeſty to give Orders for 
erecting a more ſpacious Edifice, for the better Reception of 


— 


i Took 


bis Majeſty's Commands publiſhed in the London Gaxette, and 


r 33 
3 . 5 

q S r 
. BE, EG Ee Ns 


ting to 


ſtained FR . . 

addrel- fide; and making Uſe of that Advantage, fired his Guns again 
Y teer, and unſpipped many of ber Oars, but alſo laid her upon 
1 the Careen, where ſhe lay two Hours before ſhe could amend 


bi alſo before the Commiſſaries in Spain: But having reeeived no 
Satisfaction, and apprehending from the Words of bis Majeſty's 
* moſt gracious Speech, that the Satisfaction now ſtipulated re- 


lates only to Captures in America, they humbly beg leave to 
make their Caſe known at this Functure, not doubting but the 
great Goodneſs of this Honourable Houſe wil} provide Means far 
their Relief. | | . : | 
The ſaid Richard Copithorne being bound upon a Voyage from. 
Meſſina to London, was, upon the 29th Day of Fune, 1727, 
attacked by a Spaniſh Privateer under Turkiſh Colours; and 
upon Refuſal to flrike, the Privateer charged him with his 
whole Fire, and boarded him with a great Number of Men, 
which obliged him to take the neceſſary means for his Defence, 
and thereby forced the Enemy to put off, leaving about thirty of 
their Men behind, «vho were reduced to the Neceſſity of taking to 
the Ship's Tops, Rigging, and Sides, wwhere they could beſt beſtow 


ats of 4 themſelves wwith moſt Safety. 
mvel able tocompaſs his Deſigns, in order to regain his Men, boarded 
= rhe Ship a ſecond time, with Stink-Pots, Powwder-Flaſks, and 
Päiole- Ares: Upon which the ſaid Copitharne diſcharged his 
= great Guns laden with double-round and Partridge, with all 


The Privateer finding his Men thus lift on board, and nat 


his & mall. Arms, and at the fame time ſet Fire to his Powger- 


= Cheſts, which obliged the Enemy a ſecond time to retire. 


The Enemy finding they could not force him to ſubmit, r eſelved 


| (having litile or no Wind ) to take the Ship in Towe, and by 
* that means to carry her to the Iſland of Alboran, ( about two 
| Miles diftant ) there to deſtroy the Ship upon the Rocks, and put 


every Soul ta the Sword, as afterwards appeared to be their 


Deſgn. 
Copithorne finding himſelf in this deſperate Condition, gave 
Orders to change the Helm, which brought the Privateer a-long- 


loaded as before; which not only cut the Harſer of the Priva- 
ber Damage; during which time there were about fifty of the 


Enemy on board Copithorne”s Ship, cutting and deſtroying Mafts, 


Sails, 


[ iv ] 6 
Took the Convention into further Conſideration, and = 
examined Mr. Stert, one of the Commiſſioners, relating to fur 
the Merchants Accounts, and the Demands of the King of of 
Spain, and other Witneſſes were examined, as to the Limits ver 


of Carolina, &c. | 7 0 bat 
; £08 "8 

Saile, and Rigging, an at + the ſame time a f fire Hen 0712 py for 

the Privateer at his cliſe 3 ; and the Spaniards on board avb 


vere by their own Boat ſupplied avi th freſh Men and Arms; 
and ihe fame Boat carried off their Dead and Wounded. 
After five, or near fix Hours Engagement, Copithorne's Dec 
blew up by Accident unknown, the Bulk. Head falling Hat ur 
N and the Enemy From the Forecaſtle at the ſume time fir'd a 
Volley of Smali- Shot into the Cabin. By the blywing up the 
Dech, Copithorne's Fot vas taken in between tao Plank, 
avhich kept him faſt for an Object of the E nemy”s Cruelty, <ui'c 
ſnaftd feveral Piſtals and Guns at him aubiiſt in that Condition 
and they 'fripp'd him, and without Mercy batter'd, cut, an 
ftets” d him fo inhumanly, that they themjelves belicwd him 10 
be dead as he lay upon the Flior, naked and weltring in Blood. 
After ſeine time, ana with ſome Difficulty, they got his Foot clear, 
and by four Men tofs' d him uon the Deck, and from thence inte 
the Boat, and carried him en board the Privateer, where he la; 
in the moſt miſerable Condition, naked, for nine Days before 6 
aba. linked; ; in which time the Captain of the Privateer and ll 
Company put it to the Vote whether they ſhould murder the Pri. 2" St. 
»ners and carry the Ship to l or Majorca, ta diſpoſe of a; # lich 
they thought proper, or ſpare 1 Priſoners Lives and carry them be 
70 Malaga, according to their Orders; and it Twas carried by a A 
Majority of two or three Votes only, to ſpare our Lives and FF 4+ 
fard in for Malaga. Huving thus reſolved, they kept the 8 Lon 
Prifoners on hnard the Privateer Fourteen Hours without a | 3 ers 


Drop of Freſh Water to reheve them, which obliged tavo of them | p91 


* 


i that time to drink ſalt Water feveral times; and they ſuf- * 
plied Mr. Copithorne with no other Suftenance than Bread and 9th 
Fiſh Benes from the Captain of the Privateer's Table; neither | % 
i they grant him a little & perits to * hiy Wounds, nor . . nn 
in the Heat if the Day allow him the Benefit of the Arningg 1 th 
which they had to keep off the ſcorching Sun, but drawwed it aſia 7 
on purpoſe to torment him with the Heat; which ¶ being nate) ̃⁵⁶ Spec 
bliſtered his Body in a moſt diſmal manner, and the cold DeaSs the 
of the Night Failing afier Wwards, gave him as much Uneaſinijs 8 and 
as the Wounds he received in the Engagement. Having thus — 

end 


uſed him for nine Dass, they ca» ried him into Malaga, where 
be was informed that the Enemy had loſt twenty four or twenty Wl 
je ve Menu, and bad à confiderable Number wounded; and ao 
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3 /P*2ful and preſſing manner, for Redreſs in. this Aﬀair ; and 


zaked ) 


Dea 3 


BE 


Ihe Sth. In a grand Committee took the Convention into 
further Conſideration, when it was moved, that an Addreſs 
of Thanks be preſented his Majeſty for obtaining the Con- 
vention; and a great Debate arole thereupon : See the De- 
8 bate at large, Volume VI. Page 1. &c. 


Received 


Hound that the Ship and Cargo was no lawful Capture. Upon 
_avhich Nicholas Hilloway, Eſq; his Majeſty's Conſul, made a 
Demand of the Ship and Cargo, and all Damages to be made 
good. And proper Application was alſo made to M. Vander 
J Meer, Embaſſador from the States General, then at Maarid, 


90 and Sir Charles Wager at Gibraltar, from <chom great Hopes 


5 . . 

dere conceived that the Ship and Cargo would be reſtored to the 
= Owners, and the Damages made good, according to the true 
Intent and Meaning of the Preliminary Articles: But, contrary 


70 all Juſtice and Equity, there came an Order from Madrid 


8 
1 
25 


e the 14th of October following, to ſell the Ship and Cargo 


= for the Uſe of the cruel Captors. 

= AU is wery remakabſe in this Afair, that the Preliminary 
= Articles were ſigned at Paris the 31ft of May 1727, N.'S. 
* which was twenty-nine Days before the ſaid Ship was taken ; 


I and, upon the 18th of June, 1727, his Catholic Majefly ac- 


ce pted and ſegned the ſaid Preliminaries, tho" he detained them 


3 ſeveral Days befare he accepted the ſame ; and upon the 23d 


3 Following all Heſtilities ceaſed at Gibraltar and the Camp of 


9 St. Roche; and upon the 25th of the ſame Month it was pub. 


1 licly known at Malaga ( from whence the ſaid Privateer ſailed 


 F the ſame Evening) and other Parts of the Sea Coaſt, which 


was four Days before the ſaid Ship was taken. 
In Conſequence of the ſaid Articles it was adwertixed in the 


” B London Gazette of the gth of April 1730, that all the Suffer- 
ers included in the ſame fhould give in and make their Claims 
" ther 8 2 


= pm Oath, in order to receive Reſtitution ; which accordingly 
= was done in tbis C aſe : And by the Treaty of Seville, concluded the 
9th of November, 1729, in the ſecond, the fifth, and laſt ſepa- 
= rated Articles, it wwas fully ſtipulated in expreſs Wards, That 
immediate Reparation ſhould be made to the Sufferers, purſuant 
to the fifth and ſeventh Articles of the ſaid Preliminaries. 
There have been ſundry Applications made in the moſt re- 


the ſaid-Copithorne hath made a Journey on purpoſe to Seville, 
and attended the Commiſſaries ſome Time, in Hopes of obtaining 


g thus Satisfaction for himſelf and the other Sufferers, which was at- 
where ¶ #ended with a great Expence and Loſs of Time, 

Wendy | . | | | 

1d allo All which is bumbly ſubmitted to the Conſideration and 
found 1 


1 Compaſſio of this Honourable Houſe. 


2 


E 


tion on Ways and Means, viz. 


| ſhall have been wrought about 10 Years before the Entry of 


the Birth of another Prince. 


order an Account of che State and Condition of the Britiſh 1 


Petition of 
the Merchants 
trading tO 
Sicily. 


1 1 

Received the Report of Veſterday's Reſolution, which gave 
Riſe to the Debate, to be found page 43. &c. 8 

The 12th, the Houſe went with their Addreſs to his Ma. 
jeſty *. 

The 13th. Received a Petition of the Merchants, Clo- 
thiers, and Dealers in Wooll, complaining of the Decay of 
the Woollen Manufactory, and praying Relief, &c. 

Refer'd to a Committee of the whole Houſe. 

The 14th. See page 76, 

'The 15th. Agreed to the Report of Yeſterday” s Reſolu- 


Reſolved, that Two Shillings in the Pound be granted for 
Land-Tax for 1739. 

Reſolved, That no Drawbacks ſhall be paid on the Ex- 
portation of wrought Plate or ManufaQtures of Silver, that 


the ſame for Exportation. 
Ordered an Addre!s to his Melly, to congratulate him on 


Ordered a congratulatory Meſſage to the Prince of Wales 
on the ſame joyful Occaſion. 1 

Mr. Speaker reported that the Houſe had attended bl g 
Majeſty in the Houle of Peers, when he gave the Royal A. 
ſent to the Bill for puniſhing Mutiny and Deſertion, and to 
two private Bills. 

The 16th. In a Grand Committee took into Conſideration 
the ſeveral Petitions, complaining of the Clandeſtine Expor- ® 
tation of Wool! to foreign Parts, and alſo of the Decay of 
the Woollen Manufacture, and came to ſeveral Reſolutions ; 

which See page 71. = 

The 20th. Reſolved, That bis Majeſty be addreſſed, to 


Sugar Colonies, to be laid before the Houſe. 
Read the Land-Tax-Bill a ſecond time. = 
Received a Petition from the Merchants trading to Sicily, W 

ſetting forth that upon the Defeat of the Spaniſh Fleet in 

1718, the Merchants reſiding at Meſſina were impriſoned, 

their Ships, Goods and Effects ſeized, confiſcated and ſod, 

by order of the General of the Spaniſh Forces in Sicily, where- 
by the Petitioners ſuffered great Loſſes, which were claimed | 

and proved before a Committee of the whole Houſe in 1728-9. 

and the Eſtimates of the ſaid Loſſes then delivered in, Dupli- 

cates whereof are ready to be produced by the Petitioners, #8 

who have had no Reſtitution made them; nor, as they ap- 

Ps did the Commiſſaries po thro? the Diſcuſſion of 5 "2 


* This Adareſ, Was at e in the V 1 as uſual. 


re) 
Wy E Wy; ? 


'Y | [ vii 3 

loſſes in Sicily, or make any Report of chem: And there- 
fore ſubmitting the Caſe of the Petitioners to the Conſidera- 
Ma. tion of the Houſe, and praying ſuch Relief, as to the Houſe 
> ſhall ſeem meet. 

Z* Ordered to lie on the Table. | 


9 
<< 
2 

* 


* 3 The 22d. Received a Petition of James Buchanan, and And of james 
bdthers, intereſted in the Ship Scipio; ſetting forth, that the BuChanen. 
ſaid Ship having taken in her Ci-go on the Coaſt of Africa, 
conſiſting of Negroes, Gold- Dun, and Elephant's Teeth, to 
Cle. 1 the Value of upwards 60001. and failing from thence to Ja- 
maica, having touched on the Iſland of Barbadoes, was on 
FOI Þ the 27th of October 1736, taken on the High Sea by a 


2 French Ship or Veſſel, and carried into St. Peter's in the 
= Ifland of Martinique; that ſoon after a Proſecution was 


that 2} commenced againſt the Captain before the Court of Ad- 
5 | 3 


* * 
44a” 


- of miralty there, founded on a Pretence that ſhe was acting 
17 in Contravention to a certain Edict for ſettling Limits 
relating to unlawful Trade; but that, upon Trial, the 


OR Judges were of Opinion, that the Charge was groundleſs: 
Wales | 7 Nevertheleſs the Intention of the Edict not having been 
> qualified, the Judges were obliged to declare the ſaid Ship 

1 bis. 8 and Cargo duly confiſcated ; and that thereupon the Cap- 
tain appeared to the Supreme Court of Martinique, who 


WA ._ upon Examination annulled the Judgment given by the 
on Court of Admiralty, and decreed him Colts, and that he 
IG 1 ſhouldibe again put into Poſſeſſion of the ſaid Ship and Car- 


3 30. And that as the ſaid Captain was preparing to take Poſ- 
* p = leffion of his Ship and Cargo, he received an Ordinance 
LAY wh 1 from the Intendant of the Iſland, which impowered the Di- 
ons; recdors of the Cuſtoms to appeal from the Judgment of the 


7 90 1 theleſs ordered the ſaid Ship and Cargo to be reſtored, on his 
A producing good and ſufficient Security, Inhabitants of the 
Illand, for the appraiſed Value of the ſame : And that the 


Sicily ſaid Captain not being able to procure the Security ioſiſted 


OFT 
/ * 


{on ed , > | A 
1d, , Mn” ey f 
Room - France. That the faid Captain did foilicite oftentimes at 
_ = Ship in Conteſt ſhould pay for a French Ship, called the 
72 55 r 
en 5 : Majeſty, Application bad been made by his Minifter at 
15 ap. 8 W. but that the ſame had not its defired Effect, and there- 
of ” rntion, Kc. 
Lone: Tue 23d. See Page 77. 


— — 


Sasapreme Court, to the French King in Council ; but never- 


on, was obliged to conſent to the Sale of his Ship and Cargo, 
and to depoſit the Money in the Hands of his Securities, 
till the Affair ſhould be decided by the King and Council of 
Paris, but to no Purpoſe, he being at length told, that this 


leuren, taken ſome time ago. That upon Petition to his 
ore praying the Houle to take the Premiſſes into Conſide- 


The 


2 7 2 7 


Petition or 


Mrs. Stephens ting forth that the Petitioner has, for ſome Years laſt pat, | 


{aid Medicines, and have accordingly raiſed the Sum ot 4 


Votes on the 
Supply. 


pleating the whole Sum of 5000]. and therefore ' praying, 


wich Hoſpital. 3 


[ viii! 


The 26th. Received a Petition of Joanna Stephens, ſet” 


been poſſeſſed of a Method of preparing Medicines, which mi 
are found by Experience to be a ſafe and effetual Cure for 
the Stone, and by which ſhe has her preſent Subſiſtence; 
that ſeveral Perſons of Diſtinction have endeavoured to raiſe . 
the Sum of soool. by voluntary Contribution, in order to - W88. 
purchaſe of her the Method of preparing and giving the 


13871. 138. for that Purpoſe, but ſee no Probability of com- 


&C. 1 
Reſerred to the Committee on the Supply; on a Divi- 
ſion, Ayes 106, Noes 65. = 
Agreed to the Report of Friday's Reſolutions on the Sop- 
ly, viz. = 
F Reſolved, That, for defraying, the Charges of his Majeſty's | A 
Mint, and the Coinage of Gold and Silver Moneys, and 
thereby to encourage the bringing in of Gold and Silver to 
be coined, a Revenue of 15,000]. per Annum be ſettled and 
ſecured for ſeven Years, from the iſt Day of March 1738. 
That 39,1241. be granted for reduced Officers of his Ma- # 
jeſty's Land Forces and Marines, for 1739. 4 

That 3960l. be granted for paying of Penſions to the 43 
Widows of reduced Officers for 1739. 

That 20,000 1. be granted for the further ſettling and im. 
proving the Colony of Georgia in America. 

That 10,000 J. be granted for the Maintenance of the Bri. 
tiſh Forts and Settlements in Africa. 

That 10,000 J. be granted towards the Support of Green. 


That 355 2 l. be granted to replace to the Sinking Furl 
the like Sum paid out of the ſame to make good the Deficien- | 
cies of the Additional Stamp Duties at Chriſtmas 1737. - 

That 20,0001. be granted to replace to the ſaid Fund the | 2 


like Sum paid out of the ſame to the Governors and Com- : 8 A 
pany of the Bank of England, for one Year's Intereſt 0: Þ 3 op 
5 co, ooo l. by them lent on the Credit of the Salt Duties to- NS 


wards the Supply of the Year 1735. 


1 

The 28th. Ordered in a Bill for Licenſing Tragedice, Wy 
Commedies, that are to be acted at Edinburgh. : Sa 
The zoth. A Motion was made, and the Queſtion being 
put, that Leave be given to bring in a Bill to repeal ſo much 
of an Act paſſed in the 25th Year of the Reign of King 2 
Charles II. intitled, An Act for preventing Dangers which 
may happen from Popiſh Recuſants, as obligeth all Perſons, i 
Who are admitted into any Office, Civil or Military, to re- 
Ceive 


8, fe?” 4 ( 1X ) | | | 
pal ire the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, within a Time li- 

which Pited by the ſaid Act, and for explaining and amending ſo 

re ſor Puch of the ſaid AR as relates to the Declaration againſt 

ence; Pranſubſtantiation. = | 

raiſe It paſſed in the Negative; on a Diviſion, Ayes 89, Noes 

er tw 8. | | 

ig the April zd. Reſolved, That towards raiſing 15000 l. per Reſolutiors 
Mm Ot 


"0 Innum for defraying the Charge of his Majeſty's Mint, and on Ways and 
e Coinage of Gold and Silver Monies; the Duties of 108. Means. 


com- 

og, 1 er Ton be laid upon all w ines, Vinegar, Cyder and Beer, 

| ported into Great Britain, which were continued for ſeven 

Divi-. ears, be farther continued for {even Years !onger, from the 
rt Day of March, 738 - 

> Sup- That all the Powers, Privileges and Advantages which 


5 1 ere granted by an Act of the 18th King Charles I. for en- 

jeſty's  Wouraging the Coinage of Gold and Silver, be ſurther conti- 

„ and pued for ſeven Vears. See Vol. VI page 72. 

ver to Xt The 9th. Received the Report of che Coinage-Bill, and 

d and prdered it to be engroſſed. * 

38. [be roth. Received Petitions from the City, Univerſity Edinburgh Pe" 

S Ma- nd Merchants of Edinburgh, tetting forth that the T rade of 3 
hat City is not able to maintain a Play-Houſe ; that ſuch n 

to the ends only to the Debauching the Morals of their Youth ; 
hat the Parliament has already prohibited under very ſevere 

\d im. Penalties the performing any Play, &c. within five Miles 

Pee the City of Oxford, and Town of Cambridge, and that 

je Bri. Edinburgh, as a Univerſity, ſhould be indulged in like man- 
iner, &c. Therefore praying that the ſaid Bill may not paſs 

_ "Finto a Law. „ 

_X Ordered to lie on the Table till the Bill be read a ſecond 

Fund 4 lime. 1 - 5 | 
. Read a firſt time a Bill for prohibiting the Importation of 

Engliſn Books reprinted abroad; and tor limiting the Prices 


— 
. 


7 
.+ 


4 


nd the of Books. = 
Com. $$ Agreed to the Report of V=Rerday's Reſolution on the 

eſt o. 2 >vpply, VIZ, 5 IT 3 

ies to- Reſolved, That 5000 1. be granted as a Reward to Joanna goool. granted 


5 "Þ 


Stephens, upon a proper Diſcovery to be made by her, for to Joanna Ste- 
gedics, the Uſe of the Public, of her Method of preparing her Me— Phens, 
dicines for the Stone. > _ 

The 17th. Received a Petition of ſeveral Captains, Com- Petition of 
manders and Officers of the Royal Navy, praying to be 3 | 
heard by Counſel, againſt the Bill for prevenüng Officers of 5 
his Majelty*s Ships of War, from carrying Goods and Mer- 
chandizes on Freights, or Trading therewith. | 

Reſolved, That the Bill be read a ſecond time upon this 


Day Month; on a Diviſion, Ayes 134, Noes 80. 


— 
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Vote on the 
Coal-Bill 


In a grand Committee took the Coal Afﬀiir into Con“ FR 8 
ration; after Debate, it was moved that the Chairman { 4 anne: 
leave the Chair; which paſſed in the Affirmative, N] ® fore t 
Contradicente. | þ Orde 

The 18th. See Vol VI. Page 72. "Moſt g 

The 19th Read a firſt time a Bill for explaining an & 


the Co: 
Richard II. intitled, No Man of Law ſhall be Juice « conf 
Aſſize in his own Country. | | XX Wer 


Royal Afent Mr. Speaker reported that this Houſe had attended vera 
| dhe ng ſeve- Majeſty in the Houſe of Peers, when his Majeſty gave t: i os 
ral Bills. A a 


A Meſſage 
rom the King 


Royal Aſſent to the Land- Tax-Bill, the Coinage-Bill, tj 
Oath Bill, and to 22 private- Bills. . 

Read a firſt time a Bill for raking off the Duties up," ow 
Woollen and Bay-Yarn, imported from Ireland to England 8 Rel 
and for preventing the Exportation of Wool to foreign Par: * [Ly 0 


98 
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See Vol. VI. Page 73, and 79. = A 
May 2d. Read a ſecond time and committed the Bill ſe £ Ro 
providing a Reward to Joanta Stephens, upon a Diſcover 5 ge 
of her Medicines for the Stone, upon a Diviſion, Ayes gi, 2 Sh 
Noes 60.* . enn 


The zd, See Vol. VI. Page 80. | ; F y Se 
The 10th. Received a Meſſage from his Majeſty, figne 
George Rex. | 


His Majeſty being truly ſolicitous for the Peace and We. the 

fare of theſe Kingdoms, and deſirous to contribute, as fat N. 

relating to a às in him lies, towards preſerving the Public Tranquility, 95, 0 
Treaty with and the Balance of Power in Europe, hath concluded witi mak 


Denmark. 


. 
— wu 
* 


the King of Denmark a Treaty agreeable to that which ex* Dan 
pired in 1737, and has ordered the ſame to be laid beforr Spar 
this Houſe ; that he may be enabled to make good the Er I 
gagements, Which he hath thereby entered into. fing 
And as Events may happen during ſuch time, as it maybe 1 
impoſſible for his Majeſty to have the immediate Advice ani Wfinil 


Aſſiſtance of his great Council, upon any Emergency ariſing Ma 


from the preſent Poſture of Affairs in Europe, which may | R '| 
nearly concern the Honour, Intereſt, and Safety of thee tio 
Kingdoms; his Majeſty hopes he ſhall be enabled and {up MF 1 


Us: 
LY \ 
* 


ported by his Parliament in making ſuch further Augme ma. M. 


tion of his Forces, either by Sea or Land, as may become 
abſolutely neceflary, and in concerting ſuch Meaſures as the the 
Exigency of Affairs may require; and whatever Expence i cal 
ſhall be thereby occaſioned, ſhall be made in as frugal 2 
ks EEE. M,anner 


II... — — 
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** 


Reigns, 


Wy 
1 
{> 8 


Conf! © | LEON ( XI ) | 
"tp Wanner as is poſſible; and an Account thereof ſhall be laid 
New Pfore this Houſe the next Seſſion of Parliament. 

Moſt gracious Meſſage be referred to the Conſideration of 
an 4 Ie Committee of the whole Houle, to whom it is referred 
J conſider further of the Supply granted to his Majeſty. 

MW Went into a Committee upon the Supply, and came to 
deg x Mveral Reſolutions to be reported on Monday. 

ave | lhe 16th. Paſſed the Bill to explain an AR, that no Man 
ill, u Law ſhall be Juſtice of Aſſize in his own Country. 
Received the Report of Friday's Reſolutions in a Com- 
9 ittee upon the Supply, which were agreed to, viz. 


Lice 1 


es upn* 
ngland 
n Part .. | | : 
| ne King of Denmark, purſuant to the Treaty bearing Date 
Bill's We 14th Day of March 1738-9. for the Service of the 
ear 1739. Es 


iſcoven 8. | 3 
That 500,000/. be granted towards enabling his Ma- 


YVES 0. 5 . . "4" 
tht jeſty to make ſuch further Augmentation of his Forces * 80 

py Sea or Land, as may become abſolutely neceſſary, and as 
; ſigne! he Exigency of Affairs may require. 


=Z That 69,000/. be granted, being the Sum acknowledged 

Ro be due from Great Britain to Spain“, and agreed to in 
id Ve. the Convention ſigned at the Pardo, January 14, 1739, 
W N. S. to be applied, together with the further Sum of 
qui), A 


295,000 J. to be advanced by the Crown of Spain, tawards 
ed will making Satisfaction to his Majeſty's injured Subjects, for the 
nich en Damages they have ſuſtained by the Depredations of the 
I before Spaniards. TT L 
the E. 3 That 4000 “/ be granted towards the repairing and finiſh- 
ig Weſtminſter- Abbey. 1 55 - 
may be} That 2000 J. be granted for the further Repair and 
ice and Ifiniſhing the Tower and Roof of the Pariſh Church of St. 
 arifing WM Margaret's Weſtminſter, n 3 
ch ma ; The 15th. Agreed to the Report of Yeſterday's Reſolu - 
f Fs tions, in a Committee of Ways and Means; viz. 
nd jup 


* 
* 

bl 

* 


2 


mem. Majeſty, there be iſſued and applied the Sum of 500, ooo l. 
become out of ſuch Monies as have ariſen, or ſhall or may ariſe, of 
as the the Surpluſſes, Exceſſes, or Over plus Monies, commonly 
x pence 2 called the Sinking Fund. 5 nn 

"vgal a That his Majeſty be enabled to iflve and apply the further 


Manner Sum of 500,000 /. out of the growing Produce of the ſame 


— Linking Fund, or to borrow the ſame by Loans or Exche- 
out if K x aces 


* For the Deſtruction of the Spa niſb Fleet near Sicily in 1718 


* 1.2088 


B Ordered, Nemine Contradicente, That his Majeſty's {aid Vote thereon. 


3X Reſolved, That 70,5 831. 6s. 8d. be granted to His Ma- Votes on the 
Y eſty on account of the Levy- Money and Subſidy payable to Supply. 


Reſolved, That towards raiſing the Supply granted to his 500,000 l. 


granted out 
of the Pro- 
duce of the 
Sinking Fund. 


1 
: 
i 
' 


| Puriua int to a Treaty between the two Crowns, 


 Votesr*!ating 


£ the Ameri- 
Can Cuz IZCNCY 


funk or diſcharged in purſuance thereof, and alſo of the 
Bills ſubſiſting or paſſing in Payment at this Time in any cf | 2 
the ſaid Colonies. or Plantaticns, with the Amount of their 1 


R yal Aﬀent 


giv-n to leveral gave the Royal Aſſent to the following Public Acts. viz. 


Bal 


Pounds out of the growing Produce of the ſaid Fund, &c. 
per Annum upon the Princeſſes Amelia, Caroline, Mary 8 


tation thereof, Fo 


( x11 } 
quer Bills, at 3/7. per Cent. Intereſt, to be charged upa, 
and ſecured by the ſaid Fund. 

Ordered in a Bill accordingly. 

Agreed to the Report of Yetterday's Reſolution in a Com. 
mittee en the Supply, via. | 
The 228. Reſolved, That $0007. be granted t to his Ma. 
jeſty for making Satisſaction to Solomon Merret of London 
Merchant, for himſeif and others, late Owners of the Shi 
Sancta Iſabella, a Spaniſh Man of War, taken by his hate 
Majeſty's Fleet near Sicily in 1718, and fold to them; 
which Ship was afterwards delivered up to the Spaniards, 


June the 13th. Reſolved, That an humble Addreſs he 
preſented to his Majeſty that he would be graciouſly pleaſcd 
to lay before them (the next Seſſions of Parliament) at wha 
Rates all Gold and Silver Coins were accounted in any of the 
Britiſh Colonies in America, in the Years 1900, 1710, 1720, 3 
and 1730. And what Rates (hey are now accounted at, o 
{old for per Ounce. 3 

Reſolved, That an Humble Addreſs be preſented to his ; 
Majeity that he would be pleaſed to lay before them, the 
next Seſſion of Parliament, what was the Amount of the 
Paper-Bills, or Bills of Credit, which ſubſiſted or paſſed in 
Payment in the Britiſh Colonies, in the Year 1700. And +» 
alſo an Account of the Amount of what Paper-Bills, &c. * 
have been created or iſſued in any of the ſaid Colonies fincs 7} 

1700; with the Amount of the Value, in Money of Great 
Britain, of ſuch Bills, at the reſpective Times of their creating 
and iſſuing; and what Proviſion was made thereby, for th: 
ſinking or diſcharging of any ſuch Paper-Bills, &c. together 
with an Account of the Amount of the Bills that have been 


Value in Engliſh Money &c. 3 
The 14th. His Majeſty came to the Houſe of Peers, and 3 


An Act for granting to his Majeſty five Hundred Thou- 
ſand Pounds out of the Sinking Fund, and for enabling his 
Majeſty to raiſe the further Sum of bve Hundred Thouſand 3 


To enable his Majeſty to ſettle an Annuity of 15000 ]. L. 
per Annum, on his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Cumber- 
land, and his Heirs, and alſo, one other Annuity of 24000 |, 


and Louiſa. _- 
For taking off the Duties upon 8 and Bay-Varn fi im- 
ported from Ireland to England, and preventing the Expor- 


upon, For granting a Liberty to carry Sugars, of the Growth and 

I produc of his Majeſty's Sugar Colonies in America, from 
1 thence directly to Foreign Parts. 
Com. 1 For the more effectual preventing of e and deceit- 
ful Gaming. 

3 . | || For the better preventing Frauds and Abuſes in Gold and 

onaon Silver Wares. 

Shi J F For prohibiting the Importation of Books reprinted abroad, 


s fate and firſt compoſed or written and printed 1 in Great Britain. 
We j To rectify a Miſtake in an Act made in the 6 King George 
Uards, . II. for preventing Frauds and Abuſes in the public Revenues, 


c&c. And to obviate a Doubt in an Act for preventing his 
els 1 e s Subjects from trading to the Ealit- Indies, under Fo- 
leaſcd Zreign Commiſſions, 

t What: 3 For explaining and amending an Act 8 King Richard II. 

of the That no Man of Law ſhall be Juſtice of Aſſize in his own 

1720. A ern, me. - 

At, or 4 For continuing an Act 8 Queen Anne, to regulate the 
Price and Aſſize of Bread. And for continuing and amend- 


to his | Zing an Act 2 King George II. for the better Regulation of 
m, the bi Attornies and Solicitors. 
of the For allowing further time for Inrollment of Deeds, and 


fled in Wills made by Papiſts, &c. 


And | 4 For the more eaſy aſſeſſing and levy ing County Rates. 
* I To 1mpower the High Court of Chancery to lay out, upon 
s fine? 


proper Securities, Monies belonging to the Suitors of that 
Great Court for their Eaſe, &c. 

eating Jo obviate ſome Doubts in an Act 1 King William and 
for the Queen Mary, concerning Tanned Leather, &c. 


gether Por providing a Reward to Joanna Stephens, upon a pro- 
e deen per Diſcovery to be made by her, for the Uſe of the Public, 
of the of the Medicines prepared by her for the Cure of the Stone. 
K. I 0 enlarge the Powers of the Commiſſioners for building 


Weſtminſter-Bridge, and to enable them by a Lottery to 
Pie Money, &. 
rs, anc % For eſtabliſning an Hoſpital at Bath. 


VIZ. Por improving and preſerving the Navigation of the River 
Thou: 9 ee in Hertfordſhire, &c. | 
ing he And to ſeveral other public and private Bills. For- the 


= 3 FP See Vol. VI. Page 86. 


um . pr 
i 
p <2 
Nene 
i 
O - 1 
OO 1 
3 
N 
: 833 
Mary 
| LE. "8 
3 027! 
* "bx g 
5 
e 
18 N 


74 
3 
9 


1 
* 825 \ "wa 
4 * ON 1 FF Xx 
+ 5 , 
n 
5 438 
* * 
on! | 
« 
15 d. 


©" 
Wa 1 
* 
» #8 
: - *_»X 
4. 
- ay" 
Ws" 
wa 
" 
Avg * 
ID 
1 *. 


7 3% Ly 
* iP 
* Y : 


15. 3 
28 
* 
£4 


OS 
3 
Ys * 


- 
7 2 2 
7 
558 
2 7.5 


33 3 
e 
WE 4 
PR 5 
3M 


1 
9 257 


bers to Parliament, complaining of an undue Election and 


elected, and ought to have been returned, the fitting Mem- 
ber, ſo complained of. might demand and examine into the 
Z Qualifications of ſuch Perſon, ſo alledged to be duly elected, 
in the ſame manner as if ſuch Perſon had himſelf petitioned : 
Which Reſolution was declared to be a ſtanding Order of 
the Houſe. | 3 


ham, Eſq; moved to adjourn, which brought on a ſhort De- 


had been moved, and for ſome Time debated, the Houle was 
ſo much in Poſſeſſion of it, that it could not be put off by Ad- 


3 the Afternoon; but after that Hour, tho' a Queſtion had been 


Adjournment, without any unanimous Conſent : Whereupon 


. 79. be granted to his Majeſty, for defray ing the Charge ofSnpply. 
=_ 25,744 

734. we all find an Increaſe 147,0990. 135. 4d and the 
Y ums granted for the Serciee of the Army in the Year 1734s 


wing exceeded what had been granted in the preceding Tear, { 


230 
DO \ . 

© ERS 

1 

r 


[i] 


A - 4 . 
/ ih 2 
bf N 1 5 — 
—— — a.) DV * 
F. N A 5 3 © W 
„ 


;43 A wy +4 ; \ LA” 429 
, * 5 C - ; — 
- AGNSE HI NE; 


5 AR 
8. „ 3 
— 


MinUuUTEs, Sc. / the FIRST 88S. 


Great Britain; by «way, of Introduction 70, 
and Illuſtration of, DE HAT ES, Gr. 
which follow, to the End of the ſaid Seſſion: 
www, the bibl. „ „„ 

IT was Reſolved, That in the Petition of any Elector orOrdet feläting 
| Electors, for any County, City or Place, ſending Mem-ro Elections. 


Return, and alledging that foine other Perſon was duly 


The t3th. A Motion for certain Accounts (See Page 48) itpute abaut 
having been made, canvaſs'd and divided upon, Henry Pel-Order. 


bate about Order, becauſe it was faid, that when a Queſtion 
journment, without an unanimous Conſent: But Mr. Speaker 
declared, that, according to the general Opinion,the Rule men- 
tioned was to be obſerved at all Times before tour o'Clock in 
for ſome Time debated, it was thought it migut be put off by 
the Queſtion was put for adjourning, which was carried in the 


Affirmative without a Diviſion. | 3 
The I Ath. Reſolved that a Sum not exceeding ** 794.5 291. Votes En the 


— —— — —2,ñꝗ— ̃ — — — — — — 


y comparing this Sum ævith the Sum woted for the Year 


* 


yy the Sum / 35,1161. 55. 3d. our additional Eæpence for, the 
Tear 


4 
I 
y 
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7 ˙· . ˙¹ ot ur on 


Other Votes 


1 

25,744 Men, for Guards and Garriſons, and other bis 
Majeſty's Land- Forces in Great Britain, Guernſey, and Jerſey, 
for the Year 1735. See the Debate, Page 51. 1 
On the 21ſt of February the Houſe went again into - ? 
Committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider further of the 
Supply granted to his Majeſty, when they came to ſeveral ® 
Reſolutions, which were on the 24th agreed to by the Houſe, | 
and were as follows, viz. | 4 
That a Sum not exceeding + 215,710). 68. 5d. be granted to 
his Majeſty, for maintaining his Majeſty's Forces and Gar- 
riſons in the Plantations, Minorca and Gibraltar, and for the 
Proviſions for the Garriſons at Anapolis Royal, Canſo, Pla. 
centia and Gibraltar, for the Year 1735. 43 
That a Sum, not exceeding 10,2731. 1s. 7d. be granted ty i 
his Majefly, for defraying ſeveral extraordinary Expences 
and Services incurred Auno Dom. 1734, and not provided for 
by Parliament. ” os 1 5 1 
That a Sum not exceeding 18,8501. 9s. 2d, be granted to 
his Majeity, upon Account, for Out-penſioners of Chelſea. * 
Hoſpital, for the Year 1735. See Page 73, 3 
On the 28th of February, his Majeſty came to the Houſe 
of Peers, and the Houſe of Commons being ſent for, his } 
Majeſty was pleaſed to give the Royal Aſſent to the Bil, 
entitled, In Act for continuing the Duties upon Malt, &c. in 2 
that Part of Great Britain called England; and for granting I 
to his Majeſty certain Duties upon Malt, c. in that Part if * 
Great Britain called Scotland, for the Service of the Year 
1735; and to one Naturalization-Bill. See Page 8g, WM 

On the 7th of March the Houſe reſokged itſelf into 27 


on the Supply Committee of the whole Houſe, to confider further of Ways * 


and Means for raiſing the Supply granted to his Majetiy, 


and came to ſeveral Reſolutions, which were next Day © 


reported to the Houſe, and are as follow: . I 
That towards raiſing the Supply granted to his Majeſty, 
there be iſſued and applied the Sum of one Million, out of 
— — — — - = 
Year 1735, on Account of the late War, in this Article of ot 3 
| Army only, amourts to 182, 215. 18s, 7d. to which awe mi 3 
add an additional Expence in 1735, in the Article relating s, 
the Forces in the Plantations, Gibraltar, c. of 11,7134. $6. 4 
2d. being in the zubole 194, oz9l. 75. 9. 3 
+ By comparing the Sum granted by the firſt of theſe Reſol. 
tions, with the Sum granted for the ſame Purpoſes in the pre. 
ceding Seſſion, our Readers will ſee, that our additional Ex. 
ae on this Article for the current Year, amounts to 11,718 
97. 24, | 1 1 
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bis 1 15 ha ve atiſen, or ſhall or may ariſe from the Sürpluſſes, 
ley Exceſſes, or Overplus- Moneys, commonly called the Sink- 
3 3 ö 


ed 9 That towards raiſing the Supply granted to his Majeſty, 


- the the ſeveral Duties on Salt, and alſo on Red and White Her- 
ere! Pings, delivered out for Home-Conſumption, which, by an 
aſe Act of the 7th. Year of his preſent Majeſty's Reign, were 


"Fontinu'd and granted to his Majeſty, his Heirs and Succeſſors, 
ate 3 aritil the 25th Day of March, 1742, be further continu'd 
Gar. 4 rom the 24th Day of March, 1741, to the 25th Day of 
vue cn 7e. 
pla. . 4nd Bills were brought in ſoon after, purſuant to theſe 
Reſolutions. 
VOTE 3 On the 12th of the ſame Month, a Petition of George Petition of 
ence; lerriot, Provoſt of the Royal Burgh of Haddington in Scot- George Herri- 
ed for and, Robert Forreſt, Brewer there, John Hay, Sadler there, ot, &c. 
Fcorge Hunter, Vheelwright there, and George Walker, 
ted to dkinner there, was preſented to the Houle, alledging, That, 
„% Epon Application made the 24th of October then laſt, by 
James Ereſkine, John Claddel, Andrew Wilſon, and others, 
Hos Eſtauming to themſelves the Name of Magiltrates in the ſaid 
Burgh, and complaining that the Petitioners had diſturbed 
e Bi), 8 hem in the pretended Exerciſe of their Offices; the Hon. 
©. indrew Fletcher of Miltoun, one of the Judges of the Court 
Ain f Juſticiary, and alſo of the Court of Seſhon in Scotland, 
3 7 hough there was evidently no Foundation for ſuch Com- 
- Ver plaint, without any Juriſdiction to judge of the Merits of the 
Flection of Magiſtrates of the ſaid Burgh, without any No- 
. ice given to the Petitioners, or any of the otRer Perſons 
oncerned; and ſo, without hearing them, or calling them 
pefore him, gave forth a ſummary Warrant, directed to all 
© ficers whom it concerned, Civil or Military, to ſearch for, 
ſeize and apprehend the Perſons of the Petitioners and many 
lajeſh, I dthers, to the Number of forty Burgeſſes and Inhabitants, 
IF hereof ſeventeen were acting Magiſtrates or Counſellors of 
ſuch Ihe faid Burgh, where-ever they ſhould be found in Scotland, 
End to impriſon them within the neareſt ſure Priſon 3 that 
his Warrant was lodged in the Hands of Humphry Col- 
hr wal choun, one of the Macers or Meſſengers of the Court of 
latins h Nuſticiary, without the Privity of any other of the Judges of 
- 3 hat Court; and, as the Petitioners have Reaſon to believe, 
3 e ſaid Andrew Fletcher order'd the ſaid Macer to take 
Pirections from Patrick Lindſay, Provoſt of Edinburgh, as 
the pie 1 the Manner of executing that Warrant; and ſuch Direc- 
5 


5 

7 3 
eliea- - 
48 
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ons were accordingly given, as the Petitioners have Rea- 

11 7 s to believe, in Writing: that this Warrant was accompa- 
ers by an Order from Brigadier-General Moyle, then act- 
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ing as Commander in chief of the Forces in Scotland, to ts © nec! 
0 ommandipg Officer of the Dragoons then quarter d in Had. Libe 
aington, to afhilt with his Dragoons in the Execution of the Mice 
Warrant; that upon the 25th Day of the ſaid Month of Epiſ 
October, the Petitioners were ſeized by the ſaid Humpury conti 
Co!quhoun ; and though the next ſure Priſon was that of Incic 
Haddington itfelf, or that of North Berwick, and though the we b 
Petitioners defired either to be committed there, or to be cir. Frid. 
ry'd to Edinburgh, the Seat of the Courts of Juſtice, Where T 
they might apply for Redreſs; yet he told them, that lis 1701 
Orders were to carry them to the Priſ6n of Dunbar, and no men 


other, a Place twenty Miles diſtant from Edinburgh, and eight hic 
Miles from Haddington, and three Miles further from Fdin. e mi 
burgh than North Berwick; and though the pretended Crime in; 
13 vas bailable, and Alexander Hepburn, the Sheriff's Subili. "8 Dun 
tute, to whom the Petitioners apply'd, was by Law impow. to br 
ered, and willing to admit them to Bail, the ſaid Humphff FF © 
Colquhoun told them, that he could not diſmiſs them upon gal 
Bail, his expreſs Orders being to take no Bail, but to comm: ther 
his Priſoners to the Priſon of Dunbar; where they were acc. ved. 
dingly impriſon'd from the 25th Day of October, to the M_ {1 
27th of the ſaid Month, till, by Warrant from the Hen. 815 

David Ereſkine of Dun, another of the Judges of the {ail MI bay: 

Courts of Juſticiary and Seſſion, the Petitioners were ſet at the | 

Liberty, and Execution of the Warrant was flaid againſt the 49,8 

reſt, upon Bail given by the Petitioners and them; and thi: 

fince that Time no criminal Proſecution has been moved for, MF ihe 

upon any of theſe pretended Crimes charg'd againſt the Pe. of fi 

titioners or the reſt; that theſe Proceedings, as the Pet. Mar 

tioners apprehend, and are adviſed, were utterly illegal aud, Gre: 

and oppreflive on the Part of the ſaid Andrew Fletcher of oY 25h 
Miltoun, tending to deſtroy the perſonal Liberties of even 7937 
Subject, the Freedom of the Royal Burghs, and of Conte I forl 
quence the Freedom of Election of Members to ſerve in Par By 8. 
lament for ſuch Burghs ; and as the Petitioners can hope fur Offic 
no Redreſs but from the Juſtice of Parliament; thercfor 
praying the Houſe to take the Premiſſes into Conſideration, i 
and to grant ſuch Redreſs therein as may effectually prev em 
ſuch Oppreſſions in Time coming, and as otherwiſe to the the 
Houſe fhal] ſeem meet. 98. 
After this Petition was read, a Motion was made for refer. bor s 
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Motien and 


Diviſien there- ring it to a Committee of the whole Houſe, upon which W 
| on. „there was a long Debate; but the Queſtion being at laſt pub The 
| | fit was, upon a Diviſion, carry'd in the Negative, by 107 0% Fort 

355: _ 
Though this Petition relates to a private Affair, yet it b 4 2650 
of ach an extraordinary Nature, and has ſuch a cloſe C0" =. 
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the nedction with the Freedom of our Geben en and with the 
Jad. Liberty of the Subject, that we could not omit taking No- 
{ the Þ tice of it, being of Opinion it will make a very remarkable 
tho MEpiſode in the Hiſtory of the preſent Age, and will certainly 
phry contribute towards the Cataſtrophe, almoſt as much as any 
at of Incident that has lately happen'd : Beſides, it gave Occaſion, 
h the Wwe believe, to the following Motion, wh ich was made on 
> Car 3 Friday following. 
here MR That Part of an Act of the Parliament of Scotland in Motion relat- 
t his 7 707, intitled, An Act for preventing wrongous Impriſon- ing to wrong- 
nd no ment, and againſt undue Dejays in Trials, might be read; ous Impriſon- 
eight 2 which being accordingly rend, it was moved, « That Leave ment. 
Edin. might be given to bring in a Bilitorexpiaining and amend- 
"rim Fe ing the ſaid Act; and the ſame being agreed to, Mr. 
bil. Dundaſs, the Lord Polwarth, and Mr. Ay, were ordered 
3POW- | & 0 bring it in. | 
aphy © On Monday the 17th of March, the Houſe reſolv'd itlelf Votes on the 
upon 5 3 gain into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider fur- Supply. 
2m mi FF eber of the Supply granted to his Majeſty, whe n they reſol- 
accot. ved to grant his Majeſty the following Sums, viz. 
to the The Sum of 10, 393 l. 5 . 11 d. to compleat the Sum of 
Hen. 81,568 J. 5 8. 11 d. for Services it curred by augmenting bis 
ge {ail Majeſty's Forces, and in concerting ſuch other Meaſures, as 
> ſet 3; the Exigency of his Majeſty's Affairs required, The Sum of 
nſt the 49,8341. 13s. 4d. upon Account, for reduced Officers of 
ad thi: his Majeſty's Land Forces and Marines, for the Year 1735. 
ed for, The Sum of 37801. for paying off Penſions to the Widows 
the Pe. of ſuch reduced Officers of his Majeſty's Land Forces and 
e Petl. 1 Marines, as dy'd won the Eſtabliſhment of Half Pay in 
gal and 1 Great Britain, (and who were marrv'd to them before the 
cher | 4 ak of December 1716) for the Year 1735. The Sum of 
C every 179, 0 J. 35. 9d. for the Charge of the Office of Ordnanee 
Conſe. 1 for Land-Service for the Year 1738. The Sum of 24,693 1. 
in Pa- 6 d. for defraying the extraordinary Expence of the 
ope fl A $ Office of Ordnance for Land- HINT, not provided for by 
erf Parliament. The Sum of 36,4051. 15 s. 4 d. to make good 
eration, the Veficiency of the 5 tor Service of the Year. 
prever: 1734. The Sum of 37,5571. 135. 4d. for making good 
> to the che Deficiency of the g general LT 'The Sum of 198,924 1. 
$9 5. 7d. for the Ordinary of the Navy (including Halt. Pay 
or refer: bor Sea-Officers) for the Yeir 1735. The Sum of 10,0001. 
n whic towards the Support of the Royol Hoſpital at Greenwich. 
1-4: put, The Sum of 10,000 l. towards the Maintenance of the Br 
- 107 0 Forts and Settlements belonging to the Royal African 
Py of England, on the Coalls of KT II | 
yet it 25,000 l. towards Wen and ſecuring the Co 
ole Cob. ba in America, The Sum of 4000 l. town 
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vi] 
the Collegiate Church of St. Peter Weſtminſter: And the 
Sum of 35001. for the Repair of the Tower and Roof ef r. 
the Pariſh Church of St. Margaret Weſtminſter. | 
Tora! of the F By adding theſe Sums to the Sums before granted, viz, 
ſaid Supply. for Seamen 1,5 60, D200], For Land-Forces, 594,529. 9 
| 48. 7. For Garriſons, 2 15,7101, 57 us For extra. 
ordinary Expences incurred, 10, 273 J. 18. 7d, For Out. 
Penſioners of Chelſea College, 18 ol. oh 2d, And for 
the Denmark Treaty, 56,2501. Our Readers will ſee, that 
the Supply granted for this Year, amounts to 3,159,452. 
On the 19th. it was order'd, that Leave ſhould be given to 
bring in a Bill for the better ſecuring the Freedom of Parlia- 
ments, by limitting the Number of Officers in the Houſe | 
of Commons; and Mr. Sandys, Mr. Wortley, Mr. How, gu! 
Sir John Hind Cotton, Mr. Watkin Williams Wynne, and - 
Sir William Lowther, were ordered to prepare and bring in 
the ſame ; which was accordingly preſented to the Houſe on 
the 21ſt, by Mr. Sandys. 3 
Ihe ſame Day, the Houſe having reſolv'd itſelf into a 2 
Committee of the whole Houſe on Ways and Means, rei». 
ved, That towards raiſing the Supply granted to his Majeſty, 
the Sum of two Shillings in the Pound, and nq more, ſhould 
be raiſed in the Year 1735, upon Lands, &c. and that a pro 


— — 


— l — ͤ— , Z 


within the Time limitted by Law, and for allowing further Went c 


1 ; Portionable Ceſs (according to the gth Article of the Treaty 4 
i of Union) fhould be laid upon that Part of Great Britain 7. 
q called Scotland: And a Biii, purſuant to this Reſolution, Pals, 
Mm was order'd to be brought in. ted, 
Roya Agent On Monday the 24th Day of Marat” his Majeſty came 3 lone) 
| given to ſeve- to the Houſe of Peers, and gave the Royal Aſſent to the ewo Plunt: 
; ral Acts. following public Bills, viz. Pr ſuc 
| An AQ topuniſh Mutiny and Deſertion, and for the deticr 8. 
N Payment of the Army and their Quarters. ection 
An Act to indemnify Perſons who have omitted to make rd b 
f and ſubſcribe the Declarations contained in the Act of Uri- Work. 
| formity, of the 13th and 14th Years of King Charles II. 9. : 
| Time for doing thereof. —Ection 
And to two Bills for repairing Roads, and two private ed, 
Bills. 1 d B. 


On the 27th, a Committee was appointed to conſider tie 
Laws in Being relating to the Maintenance and Settlement of 

| the Poor, and to conſider what further Proviſions might be Ent c 

_ _ neceſſary for their better Relief and Employment: And ihe to or 


ſaid Committee having conſider'd and examin'd this Affair | | The 
with great Care and Attention, came to ſeveral Reſolution: Ma 
as follow. Witt 


Reſolv us, 


thx! becten. That it was the Opinion of that baun ies | 
of ef r. That the Laws in being, relating to the Maintenance Votes relating 
1 F the Poor of this Kingdom, are defective; and notwich- i, the wo" 

vis. N a they impoſe heavy Burthens on Pariſhes, yet the B RE 

291. por, in molt of them, are ill taken Care of, | 

Xtra. 2. That the Laws relating to the Settlement of the Poor, 

Out- 10 concerning Vagrants, are very difficult to be executed, 

d for ad chargeable in their Execution ; vexatious to the Poor, 

„that pd of little Advantage to the Public; and ineffectual to 

1521 r romote the good Ends for which they were intended. 

3. That it is neceſſary, for the better Relief and Employ- 
en to 4 ent of the Poor, that a public Workhouſe or Work- 
arlia- Ppuſes, Hoſpital or Hoſpitals, Houſe or Houſes of Correc- 
Jouſe Mon, be eſtabliſhed in proper Places, and under proper Res 
How, ations, in each County. 

„ and 4. That in ſuck Workhouſe or Workhouſes, all poor 
ng in Perſons, able to labour, be ſet to work, who ſhall either be 
iſe on Wnt chither, or come voluntarily for Employment. | 
5. That in ſuch Hoſpital or Hoſpitals, Foundlings and 
into a her poor Children, not having Parents able to provide 
reo. Þr them, be taken Care of; as alſo poor Perſons that are 
ajeſty, Wpotent or infirm. 
ſhould 6. That in ſuch Houſe or Houſes of Correction, all idle 
a pro- Id diſorderly Perſons, Vagrants, and ſuch other Criminals 
Treaty Þ ſhall-be thought proper, be confined to hard Labour. 
Iritzin 7. Thar towards the Charge of ſuch Workhouſes, Hoſ- 
lution, tals, and Houſes of Correction, each Pariſh be aſſeſſed or 
ted, and that proper Perſons be empower'd to receive the 
came 0 ſo to be aſſeſſed or rated, when collected, and alſo all 
he tuo PPluntary Contributions or Collections, either given or made 

Por ſuch Purpoſes. 
 bettc: 8. That ſuch Workhouſes, Hoſpitals, and Houſes of Cor- 

Action, be under the Management of proper Perſons, Re- 
make fd being had to ſuch as ſhall be Benefactors to fo good a 
Uni- ork. 

Jes II. 9. That ſuch Perſons as ſhall be appointed for the Manage- 
further "Went of ſuch Workhouſes, Hoſpitals, and Houſes of Cor- 
tion, be one Body politic in Law, capable to ſue and be 
private ed, and of taking and receiving charitable Contributions 
nd Benefactions for the Uſe of the ſame. 
Jer the 10. That for the better underſtanding, and rendering more 
nent of ectual the Laws relating to the Maintenance and Settle. 
ght be ent of the Poor, it is very expedient that they be reduced 
nd the to one Act of Parliament. 
; Affair Bl Theſe Reſolutions were reported to the Houſe on the 2d 
lution: May, and on the 7th of the ſame Month, were all agreed 
FJ without Amendment, except the gth, which was amended 
eſolv'd, ns, vis. Reſolved, 


[ vit 


«a. © 


| [ vil 


Reſolved, That ſuch Perſons as ſhall be appointed for the 9 
Management of ſuch Workhoutes, Hoſpitals and Houſes * 
of Correction, be one Body politic in Law, capable to ue 


| and be ſued, and of taking and receiving charitable Contri. 

'if butions and Benefactions, in Money, for the Uſe of ſuch 

| Bodies politic. 'Y 

| And then this Refolution ſo amended, was agreed to by 

the Houſe. = 

On the 28th of March, Mr. Dundaſs preſented to the 

| Houſe (according to Order) a Bill, for explaining and amend. 

| | | ing an Act pais'd in the Parliament of Scotland, in the Yer | 

| | 1701, entitled, An Act ſor preventing wrongous Impriion- BY 

i ment, and againſt undue Delays in Tryals. Which wa 

|. read 2 firſt Time, and order'd to be read a ſecond Time. 

| A Petition Onthe 1oth of April, a Petition of the then late General 

| of the general Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, was preſented to the Fi 
| Aflembly of Houſe and read, repreſenting, That Patronages have, fince Patie 
| Scotland. the Eoformition: been deemed by the ſaid Church a very f Ci, 
| great Grieyarice, and not warranted by the Word of God, "= An 
| and have at all Times been ſtruggled againſt ; that, ſoon af. the P 
ter the Revolution, an Act of Parliament was made in Scot- PDerw 
| land, aboliſhing tae Power of Patrons to preſent Minilters to An 
| vacant Churches; and at the Union of the two Kingdoms, The be 
| the Eſtabliſhment of the Church of Scotland, in all its Rights Mere 
[ and Privileges, by that and other Acts of Parliament made Deal, 
"1 or ratify'd after the Revolution, was declared to be a funds ¶Nuſto 
| menta! and eitentia} Condition and Article of that Union; nd 1 
and at that Time, it was the Right and Privilege of the fd num 


Church to be free from Patronages ; but that, by an Act L 
{ed in the 10th Year of her late Majeſiy Queen Anne, ent. 
tied, An Act to reſtore the Patrons to their antient Rights 0 4 
preſenting Miniſters to the Churches, vacant to that kane ol 11 
Great Britain called Scotland, the aforeſaid Act paſſed in ti: 

ö Reign of King William, was reſcinded, in fo far as concern. 
ed the Power of Patrons to preſent Miniſters to vacant P 
riſnes, and other Advantages, which had been the chi 
Things beſtowed on Patrons, in Lieu and Recompence oi 
their former Right of Preſentation, were nevertheleſs ſufferel to the 
to Continue with them; and therefore praying the Houſe w 


paſs a Bill for repealing the aforeſaid Act of Parliament, pal, his E 
led in the 10th Year of Queen Anne, in fo far as concerts An 
tine Power of Patrons to preſ-nr Miniſters to vacant the ] 
Churches, in order to reſtore the Church of Scotland to tte Ar 
Rights and Privileges ſhe was poſſeſſed of at the Union o lify t. 
the two Kingdoms. Uimite 
In Purſuance of this Petition, Leave was given to bring 1 urpe 


2 Bull for this Purpoſe, and Mr. Plumer, Mr. Ereſkine, Ar 
Forbes, 


or the Forbes, Mr. Arefkine, Sir James Ferguſon, and Mr. Hume 
louſes 8 ampbell, were ordered to prepare and bring in the ſame; 


to ive Fhich Bill was preſented by Mr. Plumer on the 18th, but 


-ontri- WW id not paſs. 
Flach On Thurſday the 15th of May, the King came to the Royal Aſſen 
Houſe of Peers, and the Commonsbeing ſent for, his Majeſty given to ſeve 

| to by = the Royal Aſſent to the following public Bills, viz. ra! Acts. 
An Act for granting an Aid to bis Majeſty, by a Land- 

to the 3 ax, to be raiſed in Great Britain for the Service of the 

mend. oj * ear 1735. 

e Yer {8 An Ad for enabling his Majeſty to apply the Sum of One 

priion- : illion out of the S! iking Fund, tor the Service of the Year 

:h wa 735. 

me. A an AQ for granting and continuing the Duties upon Salt, 

zener! End upon Red and White Herrings, for the farther Term of 

to the Four Years; and for giving farther Time for the Payment of 

e, ſince Þ 4 ties, omitted to be paid for the Indentures and Contracts 

a very pf Clerks and Apprentices. 


f Ger, £1 4 An Act for the Application of the Rents and Profits of 


ſoon at- the Eſtates forfeited by the Attainders of James late Earl of 
in Scot unter and Charles Radcliffe. 

ilters to þ ö i An Act to continue ſeveral Laws therein mentioned, for 
gdoms, be better Regulation and Government of Seamen in the 
Riga PMerchants Service; for the regulating of Pilots of Dover, 
it made Deal. and the lite of Thanet ; for preventing Frauds in the 
q funds Poſtoms, and to prevent the clandeſtine Running of Geode, 
Union: nd for making Copper Ore of the Britiſh Plantations an 


the hid | numerated Commodity. 
\ Ct pa An Act to continue an Act paſſed in the third Year of his 


ae, cut. preſent Majeſty's Reign, entitled, An Act for granting 
ights 0 NJ berty to carry Rice from his Majeſty Province of Caro- 
Slade of : 


Pina in America directly to any Part of Europe Southward 
d in t at Finiſterre, in Ships built in and belonging to Great 
oncert- Britain, and navigated according to Law; ind to extend 


cant 2 ü bat Liberty to his Majeſty's Province of Georgia in 
he chic! America. 

Dence of : An Act to continue ſome Laws therein mentioned, relating 
ſuffered 


o the Encouragement of the making of Sail-Cloth in Great 


Houſe o Fritain, and for Encouragement of the Silk Manufactures in 
ent, par 


his Kinge om. 


Concern An Act for regulating the quartering of Soldiers during 
) vaca"l'iithe Time of Elections of Members to ſerve in Parliament, 
nd to tte An Act to indemnify Perſons, who have omitted to qua- 
Union oi Wit themſelves for Offices and Employments within the Tims 


imited by Law; and for allowing further Time for that 
bring 1! þ urpoſe. | 
ine, Mi. 


; Forbei, 


An 


[ x ] 


| - An AA to indemnify Proteſtant Purchaſers of Eſlates 905 I 
| Papiſts, againſt the Penalties or Forfeitures Papiſts are liabe 3 
| to, for not having inrolled their Eſtates, in purſuance ofs 
Act of the 3d Year of King George I. for that Purpoſe. 1 
= | An AR to explain and amend an A ct paſſed in the ſecond Þ 
1 Year of the Reign of his preſent Majeſty, entitled, An Ad 1 
for the Relief of Debtors, with reſpect to the Impriſ 3 
ment of their Perſons. ? 


5 

| 

| An Act for the Amendment of the Law relating to 0 
| | tions on the Statute of Hue and Cry. 

1 An AR for rendering the' Laws more effectual for puniſt. r 
lll ing ſuch Perſons as ſhall wilfully and malicioufly pull c 
| and deſtroy Turnpikes for repairing Highways, or Locks, a 


other Works erected by Act of Parliament for mak ing Riven 4 
navigable ; and for other Purpoſes therein mentioned. - 
| An Act for the public regiſtering all Deeds, &c. within 
| the North Riding of the County of York, after the 29th 0 
3 September 1736. - 
| An AR for the Encouragement of the Arts of Deſigning, : 
W- - Engraving and Etching hiſtorical and other Prints, by in, 
veſting the Property thereof in the Inventors and Engravers |? 
during the Time therein mentioned. : 
And to ten Road and other Bills of a private Nature, and“ 
to ſixteen private Bills. For the King's Speech, See ag: 4 
1 : 101. 3 
" The Number of conteſted Elections at the opening of ae? | 
| Parliament was ſeventy one. i 
The Account laid before the Parliament of 81568 1. i- 
curred by augmenting his Majeſty's Forces, and concerting| I 
ſuch Meaſures as the Exigency of Affairs have required, pu- þ 
ſuant to the Vote of Credit, formerly mentioned, is in Sub TE 
lf | Rance, viz. 115003 Crowns, being a Moiety of 230000 
| Crowns payable by Treaty to the King of Denmark fort] 
Levy-Money for a Body of 6000 Daniſh Troops, and 62500 : 
Crowns, being a Moiety of 230000 Crowns, Bank Money , 
of Hamburgh, payable tothe King of Denmark for an annulÞ IN 
Subſidy, purſuant to the ſaid Treaty, of which a Quarter be- I 7 
5 7 came due the 19th of December, O. S. The reſt of tie IN; 
|| $1563 J. was for tranſporting the eight Regiments of Foot Bl 
| from Ireland to this Kingdom, and for Levy-Money to aug: 
ment the ſaid Regiments, and the ſending Six Caran | 
from Gibraltar to Jamaica. 5 
The Expences incurred in the Sea Service, Anno 1734 
Il _ purſuant to the ſaid Vote of Credit, amounted to 12 Sa 


i 
$3 + ot; 


PEE Ne oo 


7 


N 0 | 


ſecond 
An Ad 
priſon. 


IU 


puniſh. ny - 

| dow BY P E E | „ 0 5 
cks, a $ 

Riven | | 


2 
— 


I 


within 

29th of 41 ps „ tes 

ng DEBATES 

by in.“ 55 

gra vers, 3 7 N T H E 

Ire, and | ; OM 5 | 

ee page 4 H. * ( 3 | 
Houſe of Commons, 


r of the 
81. i 


] 
icertingſ® 


ed, pur. | | Broke ES a 
ee The Firſt Seſſion of the Eighth Parliament 
5 of Great Britain. 


DURING 


by 


3 


ar k for 
16250 
Mone) 
1 annual 
rter be. 
t of the 
of Foot 
to aug- 
m panic! W 


N37 


N Tueſday, January 14, The King came Anno 8. Geo. II. 
to the Houſe of Peers, and the Commons, 23435. 
being ſent for and attending, his Majeſty's Thc partan. 
Pleature was ſignified to them by the Ford meet, 
High Chancellor, that they ſhould return 

to their Houſe and chuſe a Speaker: The 

Commons being return'd accordingly, una- RE 
7 = nmouſly choſe Arthur Onſlow, Eſq; Mr Arthur Onflow 
Speaker of the laſt Parliament. | werrlecge Speaker, 
January 23. The King came to the Houſe of Lords, and WOT 
che Commons preſented their Speaker to his Majeſty for 
his Approbation: His Majeſty having approv'd their Choice, 
open'd the Seſſion with the following Speech. 
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Anno S. Geo. II. 
1734˙35. 


con) Parlament. 
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* cc 
The King's Speech 
at opening the Firſt cc 
Sefton uf his 5e- 


cc 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, 
H E preſent Poſture of Affairs in Europe is fo wel! 
known to you all, and the good or bad Conſc- 

quences, that may ariſe, and affect Us, from the War 

being extinguiſh'd, or being carried on, are ſo obvious, 
that I am perſuaded you are met together fully prepared 
and determined to diſcharge the great Truſt repoſed in 
you at this critical Conjuncture, in ſuch a Manner, as 


will beſt contribute to the Honour and Intereſt of my 


Crown and People. | | 
6: opened the lait Seſſion of the late Parliament by ac- 
quainting them, that as I was no ways engaged, but by 
My good Offices, in the Tranſactions that were declared 


to be the principal Cauſes and Motives of the preſent War 


in Europe, it was neceſſary to uſe more than ordinary 
Prudence and Circumſpection, and the utmoſt Precaution, 
not to determine too haſtily upon ſo critical and impor- 
tant a Conjuncture; to examine the Facts alledg'd on 
both Sides, to wait the Reſult of the Councils of thoſe 
Powers, that are more nearly and immediately intereſted 
in the Conſequences of the War, and particularly to con- 
cert with the States General of the United Provinces, 
who are under the ſame Engagements with Me, ſuch 
Meaſures as ſhould be thought moſt adviſable for Our 


common Safety, and for reſtoring the Peace of Europe. 


«© We have accordingly proceeded in this great Affair 
with the mutual Confidence which ſubſiſts between Me 
and the Repablick ; and having conſidered together on 
one Side the preſſing Applications made by the Imperial 


Court, both here and in Holland, for obtaining Succours 


againſt the Powers at War with the Emperor, and the 
repeated Profeſſions made by the Allies on the other Side, 


of their ſincere Diſpoſition to put an End to the preſent 


Troubles upon honourable and folid Terms, I concurred 
in a Reſolution taken by the States General, to employ, 
without Loſs of Time, Our joint and earneſt Inſtances to 
bring Matters to a ſpeedy and happy Accommodation, 
before we ſhould come to a Determination upon the Suc- 
cours demanded by the Emperor. Theſe Inſtances did 
not at firſt produce ſuch explicit Anſwers from the con- 
tending Parties, as to enable Us to put immediately in 
Execution our impartial and ſincere Defires for that Pur- 
poſe : Reſolved however to purſue ſo great and ſalutary 
a Work, and to prevent Our Subjects from being unne- 
ceſſarily inyolved in War, We renewed the Offer of Our 
good Offices in ſo effectual a Manner, as to obtain an 
Acceptation of them. 
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In conſequence of this Acceptation, and of Our De— 


* claration made thereupon, to the reſpective Powers en- 


gaged in the War, no Time has been loſt in taking ſuch 
Meaſures, as ſhould be moſt proper to make the beſt uſe 


of their good Diſpoſitions for re-eſtabliſhing the Tran- 
quility of Europe: And I have the Satisfaction to ac- 
quaint you, that Things are now brought to fo great a 
Forwardneſs, that I hope in a ſhort Time a Plan will be 


offered to the Conſideration of all the Parties engaged in 
the preſent War, as a Baſis for a General Negotiation of 
Peace, in which the Honour and Intereſt of all Parties 
have been conſulted, as far as the Circumſtances of Time, 
and the preſent Poſture of Affairs would permit. 

* do not take upon Me to anſwer for the Succeſs of a 
Negotiation, where ſo many different Intereſts are to be 
conſidered and reconciled ; but when a Proceeding 1s foun- 


3 « ded upon Reaſon, and formed from ſuch Lights as can be 


had, it had been inexcuſable not to have attempted a Work 
which may produce infinite Benefits and Advantages, and 
can be of no Prejudice, if we do not ſuffer Ourſelves to 
be ſo far amuſed by Hopes, that may poſſibly be after- 
wards diſappointed, as to leave Ourſelves expoſed to real 
Dangers. . 15 | 

J have made uſe of the Power, which the late Parlia- 
ment intruſted Me with, with great Moderation; and J 


have concluded a Treaty with the Crown of Denmark, 


of great Importance in the preſent Conjuncture. It is 
impoſſible, when all the Courts of Europe are buſy and 
in motion, to ſecure to themſelves ſuch Supports as Time 


and Occaſion may require, for Me to fit till, and neglect 


Opportunities, which, if once loſt, may not only be irre- 
trieveable, but turned as greatly to Our Prejudice, as they 
will prove to our Advantage, by being ſeaſonably ſecured ; 
and which, if neglected, would have been thought a juſt 
Cauſe of Complaint. This neceſſary Confidence, placed 
in Me, has given great Weight to my Endeavours for the 
Publick Good. 0 | 
Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, | 
“J have ordered the Accounts and Eſtimates to be pre- 


* pared and laid before you, of ſuch extraordinary Expences, 


40 
cc 


c«c 


as were incurred laſt Year, and of ſuch Services, as I 
think highly neceſſary to be carried on and provided for : 


And whatever additional Charges ſhall be found neceſſary 


©* ſhall be reduced, as ſoon as it can be done conſiſtently 


with the common Security. 


« And as the Treaty with the Crown of Denmark 3s at- 


* tended with an Expence, I have ordered the ſame to be 
laid before you. | 


A 2 £208 1 


Anno 8. Geo, II. 


1534.35. 


[45 1 _ 

Anno 8. Geo. II. © T make no doubt but I ſhall find in this Houſe of "Mice, 
*. © Commons the ſame Zeal, Duty, and Affection, as I have Pim te 
experienced through the whole Courſe of my Reign; and 
« that you will raiſe the neceiſary Supplies with Chearful- 
„ neſs, Unanimity, and Diſpatch. 1 
« The Senſe of the Nation is beſt to be learned by the 
© Choice of their Repreſentatives ; and I am perſuaded, Fir W 
te that the Behaviour and Conduct of my faithful Commons 
c will demonſtrate, to all the World, the unſhaken Fidelity | 
and Attachment of my good Subjects to my Perſon and | Ven, 

Government. | 5 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 5 
“It is our Happineſs to have continued hitherto in a 
State of Peace; but whilſt many of the principal Powers 
of Europe are engaged in War, the Conſequences muſt 
% more or leſs affect Us; and as the beſt concerted Mea- 
* ſures are liable to Uncertainty, We ought to be in a 
* Readineſs, and prepared againſt all Events; and if Our 
Expences are in ſome Degree increaſed, to prevent great- 
er, and ſuch as if once entered into, it would be difficult 
„ to ſee the End of, I hope My good Subjects will not 
repine at the neceſſary Means of procuring the Bleſſings 
of Peace, and of univerſal Tranquility, or of putting 
* Ourſelves in a Condition to act that Part, which may be 
* necefliry and incumbent upon Us to take.” 


Tan. 27. Mr Speaker having reported his Majeſty"; 
Speech, Mr Harris, Member for Fowey, mov'd, That an 
humble Addreſs be prefented to his Majeſty to return his 


Mr Harris). Mos 
tion for an Addreſs 
of Thanks, 


Majeſty the Thanks of that Houſe, for his moſt-gracious Fhatev 
Speech from the Throne: To acknowledge his Majeſty's Nudeav 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, in purſuing ſuch Meaſures as tended Mt rangu 
towards procuring Peace and Accommodation, rather than {Which 
involve this Nation and all Europe too precipitately in a ge- Heople 
neral and bloody War: To expreſs the juſt Senſe that Houſe The 
had of his Majeſty's tender Regard for the publick Repoſe A by I 
and Tranquility, and of his unwearied Endeavours in form- N The 
ing, in Concert with the States General, ſuch a Plan of a lr Wa 
general Pacification as his Majeſty, in his great Wiſdom, ons th 
conceived was conſiſtent with the Honour and Intereſt of all M'0Pos'« 


Parties, as far as the Circumſtances of Time, and the pre- M 
tent Poſture of Affairs would permit: To aſſure his Majeſty, As 


ice, 


that that Houſe would chearfully and effectually raiſe ſuch ewing 
Supplies, as ſhould be neceſſary for the Honour and Secu- ignity 
rity of his Majeſty and his Kingdoms: And whatever ſhould form 
be the Succeſs of his Majeſty's gracious Endeavours to pro- MW Maj 
cure the Bleſſings of Peace and general Tranquiiity, would eived 
enable his Majeily to act that Part which Honour and Ju- ever c 
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im to undertake.” 


otion, which, as they thought, imply'd a too general 
\pprobation of former Meaſures :. And upon this Occaſion 
ould run thus, 


Jo aſſure his Majeſty that, after a full 


. onour and Security of his Majeſty and his Kingdoms, 


Powers, who were under the ſame Engagements with this 
Nation, and not then involved in the Wan: And whatever 
Should be the Succeſs of his Majeſty's gracious Endeavours 
*Þ procure the Bleflings of Peace and general Tranquility, 
pould enable his Majeſty to act that Part, which Honour 
[nd Juſtice, and the true Intereſt of his People ſhould call 
pon him to undertake.” 

Bat ſome Gentlemen diſliking the firſt Part of this Amend- 
kent. Sir Joſeph Jekyll offer d an Amendment to the A- 
dmendment propos'd by Sir William Wyndham, as follows: 


} and effectually raiſe ſuch Supplies, as ſhould be neceſſary 
: or the -Honour and Security of his Majeſty and his King- 
Cr goms, and in Proportion to the Expences to be incurred by 
L other Powers, who were under the Jame Engagements 
15 this Nation, and not then involu'd in the War : And, 


1 13 to procure the Bleſſings of Peace and genera 
1 ranquility, would enable his Majeſty to a& that Part, 
Fiich Honour and Juſtice, and the true Intereſt of his 
feople ſhould call upon him to undertake.” 


Ihe Motion for the Amendment was {trenuouſly bdort⸗ : 


b by Lord Morpeth, Lord Noel Somerſet, Mr Shippen, 
ir Thomas Afton, Mr Dundaſs, Mr Gibbon, Mr Sandys, 
Ir Walter Plumer, and Mr William Pulteney : The Rea- 
ns they gave for their Exceptions to the Addreſs as firſt 
ropos'd, and for the Amendment offer'd, were as follows: 
Mr Speaker, 
* As this is a new Parliament, I hope we ſhall begin with 
Ja a little more Regard to the ancient Cuftom and 


end in Proportion to the Expences to be incurred by the other 


10 aſſure his Majeſty, that that Houſe would chearfully 


Mr Harris being back'd by Mr Campbell of Pembroke- Debate thereon, 


f ire, ſeveral Members objected to ſome Expreſſions in the 31. Campbell 


Sir W. Wyndham, 


Sir . Jekyll. 


Fhatever ſhould be the Succeſs of his Majeſty's gracious 
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Dignity of Parliaments, than has been ſhewn of late Years. 


n former Times, the Addreſſes of this Houſe, in Return to 
8 Majelty's Speech from the Throne, were always con- 
eived in the moſt general Terms. Our Anceſtors would 
ever condeſcend upon that Occaſion, to enter into the 

Particulars 


| E 2 
i | Anno 8. Ceo. II. Particulars of his Majeſty's Speech: When they were 6 


ny approach the King, and to declare their Affection and their bp 
Fidelity to him, they thought it was inconſiſtent with that 
Fidelity they were to declare, to approve, upon that Occa- ja 
fion, of any miniſterial Meaſures, and much more ſo, to de-. 
Clare their Satisfaction with Meaſures they knew nothing a- 
bout. This Houſe is the grand Inqueſt of the Nation, ap. 
pointed to inquire diligently, and to repreſent faithfully to 
the King, all the Grievances of his People, and all the 
Crimes and Miſmanagements of his Servants ; and therefore 
it muſt always be a Breach of our Fidelity to our Sovereign, BY 
as well as a Breach of our Duty to his People, to approve 
blindly the Conduct of his Servants. When we have ena. 
mined diligently, and conſidered deliberately the Conduct of 
any Miniſter, and are at laſt fully convinced that he has 
acted prudeatly and wiſely for the publick Good, it is then 
our Duty to return him the Thanks of the Publick, and 
to repreſent him as a faithful Minifter to his Maſter ; but 
to make Panegyricks upon the Conduct of any of the Kings 
Servants, before we have examined into it, is more like 
the Language of Slaves and Sycophants to a prime M. 
niſter, than that of loyal and faithful Subjects to their So- 
vereign. N | | , 
* I muſt acknowledge, Sir, that the Motion now made | 
to us is more general, and more adapted to the ancient 
Cuſtom of Parliament, than mot J have heard ſince J have 
had the Honour to be a Member of this Houſe. I hope 
| 15 we ſhall not find that this extraordinary Modeſty proceeds 
from a Conſciouſneſs of Miſcondu& : For the Sake of the 
Pablick I heartily wiſh we may find that it proceeds from 
ſuperior Merit ; which is, indeed, generally attended with 1 
ſuperior Modeſty ; but as I have always been, upon ſuch * 1. 
Occaſions, againſt general Encomiums upon Miniſters, and 3 
as the Propoſition now before us, or at leaſt a great Part 10 L 
of it, implies a general Approbation of all our late Mes e 
ſures, particularly thoſe relating to the' preſent War, which Ber. 
the Majority of this Houſe are, in my Opinion, intirely ig: . 
norant of, I cannot agree to it; becauſe I have not yet — 
learned Complaiſance enough to approve of what I know gen 
nothing about, much leſs to approve of what I violently 0 Pre 
ſuſpect to be wrong. N Ie 
II had the Honour, Sir, to be a Member of this Houſe" ©, 2 
in the laſt Parliament; and I remember ſeveral Motions were 5 
then made, for getting ſome Inſight into the State of ou! ad be 
foreign Affairs and our late Tranſactions; Motions which — S. 
appeared to me highly reaſonable, and even abſolutely ne- bg La 
c:iTary to be complied with, before the Houſe could reafon- l mak 
adiy comply with the Demands that were then made upon hy 
chem: 
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nem: But every one of theſe Motions had a Negative put Anne 8. Geo. 11. 


ere to hem: 
| their Ppon it. I have always had a Suſpicion of the Works of 73455 
u that Darkneſs I do not like any Conduct that cannot fland the 


Occa. Light at Noon-Day ; and therefore I am afraid ſome of 
to de. pur late Tranſactions are ſuch as no Man could approve of, 
ing a- f they were expoſed to publick View. We have been long 
n, ap. muſed with Hopes of ſome extraordinary Benefits, that were 
my to] do accrue to the Nation from our many tedious and expen- 
11 the] tre Negotiations: We have been long in Expectation; but 
hen one Negotiation was over, we have been always told 
to have Patience, the next was to accompliſh all our De- 
pres; we have accordingly had a great deal of Patience; 
but, ſo far as I can comprehend, F can obſerve no Bene- 
duct of Its that have accrued, or are like to accrue ; but, on the 
ks ha Fontrary, many Dangers and Diſadvantages 3 So that the 
is then hole Train of our late Negotiations really ſeem to me 
K, and have been calculated for no other End, but to extricate a 
er; but | of puzzled, perplexed Negotiators, from ſome former 
Kings lunder, by which they have generally been led into a ſe- 
ond, of worſe Conſequence than the firſt: Every ſubſequent 


Yre like 

ne Mi. Negotiation ſeems to me to have had no other View or De- 

heir So. en, but to get rid of ſome Dilemma we were thrown into 
dy the former; and happy have we thought ourſelves, after 

great deal of Money ſpent, if we could but recover our 

ſormer Condition. In ſhort, Sir, if any Gentleman will riſe 

Ip and ſhew me any Addition, or any new Advantage, with 


ſeſpect either to our Trade or our Poſſeſſions, that this Na- 
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I hope . ; 
en. fon has acquired by any of our late Tranſactions, I ſhall a- 
e of the ee to the Motion; but conſidering the great Expence this 
ds from tion has been put to, and the great Loſſes many of our 
A wien erchants have, without any Redreſs or Satisfaction, ſuſtain- 
pon ſuch d, I cannot agree to paſs Compliments upon, or declare 
Les. and ny Satisfaction with, our late Management in general, till 
bent Pan be made appear to me, that theſe publick and private 
te Mea on have been ſome Way ballanced by National Advan- 
r, which & 5 8 
irely ig. The ſecond Paragraph of the Motion I am, indeed, ſur- 
nt yet 50 at upon another Account, to make our Acknow- 
I know gements to his Majeſty, for not involving the Nation 
violentl 00 precipitately in a bloody War, is, in my Opinion, very 
a from being a Compliment to his Majeſty ; It is impoſ- 
1 Houſe ible, it is not to be preſumed that his Majeſty can do any | 
5 uch Thing; but if it were poſſible, and if any ſuch thing 
te of out lad been done, to be ſure it would have been doing the Na- 
r on a very notable Miſchief; and according to the Idiom of 
lutely ne ur Language, at leaſt in private Life, to thank a Man, or 
id reaſon: 0 make our Acknowledgements to a Man, for his not do- 


Ig us a notable Miſchief, is a contemptuous way of expreſ- 
ſing 


ade upon 
chem; 
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from a Conſciouſneſs of Miſconduct: For the Sake of the! 
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approach the King, and to declare their Affection and their 
Fidelity to him, they thought it was inconſiſtent with that 
Fidelity they were to declare, to approve, upon that Occa- 


fion, of any miniſterial Meaſures, and much more ſo, to de. 


clare their Satisfaction with Meaſures they knew nothing - 


bout. This Houſe is the grand Inqueſt of the Nation, ap- E 


pointed to inquire diligently, and to repreſent faithfully to 

the King, all the Grievances of his People, and all the 
Crimes and Miſmanagements of his Servants ; and therefore 

it mult always be a Breach of our Fidelity to our Sovereign, 

as well as a Breach of our Duty to his People, to approve | # 
blindly the Conduct of his Servants. When we have exa- Put, 
mined diligently, and conſidered deliberately the Conduct of ut t 
any Miniſter, and are at laſt fully convinced that he has Fontr. 
acted prudently and wiſely for the publick Good, it is then 
our Duty to return him the Thanks of the Publick, and to ha 
to repreſent him as a faithful Minifter to his Maſter ; but Per © 
to make Panegyricks upon the Conduct of any of the Kings lunc 


mug, 


niſter, than that of loyal and faithful Subjects to their So- | 
vereign. | 2 

1 muſt acknowledge, Sir, that the Motion now made 
to us is more general, and more adapted to the ancient | 
Cuſtom of Parliament, than moſt I have heard fince I have | * 
had the Honour to be a Member of this Houſe. I hope : 


Publick I heartily with we may find that it proceeds from 
ſuperior Merit; which is, indeed, generally attended with | 17 
ſuperior Modeſty ; but as I have always been, upon ſuch Þ s 8 
Occaſions, againit general Encomiums upon Miniſters, and Þ* p96 
as the Propoſition now before us, or at leaſt a great Part 
of it, implies a general Approbation of all our late Mea- ! 
ſures, particularly thoſe relating to the preſent War, which! 
the Majority of this Houle are, in my Opinion, intirely ig- 
norant of, I cannot agree to it; becauſe I have not yet 
learned Complaiſance enough to approve of what I know | 
nothing about, much leſs to approve of what I violently 
ſuſpect to be wrong. 

I had the Honour, Sir, to be a Member of this Houſe 
in the laſt Parliament; and I remember ſeveral Motions were 
then made, for getting ſome Inſight into the State of out 
foreign Affairs and our late Tranſactions; Motions which 
aopeared to me highly reaſonable, and even abſolutely ne- 
cotlary to be complied with, before the Houſe could reaſon- 
abiy comply with the Demands that were then made upon 

| chem; 


4 7 


them: But every one of theſe Motions had a Negative put an 


p vn 
585 upon it. I have always had a Suſpicion of the Works of 
that L arkneſs; I do not like any Conduct that cannot ſtand the 
Jeea- Light at Noon Day; and therefore I am afraid ſome of 
o de. bur late Tranſactions are ſuch as no Man could approve of, 
no a- if they were expoſed to publick View. We have been long 
, ap. muſed with Hopes of ſome extraordinary Benefits, that were 
ly to Wo accrue to the Nation from our many tedious and expen- 
| the ie Negotiations : We have been long in Expectation; but 
-efore hen one Negotiation was over, we have been always told 
reign, 0 have Patience, the next was to accomplith all our De- 
prove | Wires 3 we have accordingly had a po deal of Patience; 
eva. but, fo far as I can comprehend, I can obſerve no Bene- 
ut of fits that have accrued, or are like to accrue ; but, on the 
de has  Fontrary, many Dangers and Diſadvantages ; So that the 
« then hole Train of our late Negotiations really ſeem to me 
- and o have been calculated for no other End, but to extricate a 
„ but pet of puzzled, perplexed Negotiators, from ſome former 


Blunder, by which they have generally been led into a ſe- 


e like | Fond, of worſe Conſequence than the firſt : Every ſubſequent 
e Mi- egotiation ſeems to me to have had no other View or De- 
ir 80. ſign, but to get rid of ſome Dilemma we were thrown into 
by the former; and happy have we thought ourſelves, after 
made | Þ great deal of Money ſpent, if we could but recover our 
ncient former Condition. In ſhort, Sir, if any Gentleman will riſe 
hare EP and ſhew me any Addition, or any new Advantage, with 
1 hope eſpect either to our Trade or our Poſſeſſions, that this Na- 
ocecds tion has acquired by any of our late Tranſactions, I ſhall a- 
of the a Free to the Motion; but conſidering the great Expence this 
1 x ation has been put to, and the great Loſſes many of our 
| with erchants have, without any Redreſs or Satisfaction, ſuſtain- 
1 duch #6, I cannot agree to paſs Compliments upon, or declare 
2: and nn) Satisfaction with, our late Management in general, till 
at Part * be made appear to me, that theſe publick and private 
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Anno 8. Geo, II. ſing ourſelves, and is always an Inſinuation, that from {ach I -P 
a4 Man's Malice, or his Weakneſs, or Imprudence, we exped. ! N 
ed ſome notable Miſchief; and therefore when we are di fh. 


appointeq, when the Miſchief is not ſo great as we expected, to 
we ſay, by way of Contempt, that we are obliged to him wi 
If none but Minifters were concerned in this Part of the Ju 
Motion, I ſhould have let it paſs without any Remark, nay, hi 
I ſhould readily have agreed to it; but as his Majeſty is con. 
cerned, I hope the Gentlemen who made the Motion wil 
take Care to have it ſome way altered, if they are reſolvei 
to have it ſtand Part of the Addreſs. This ſhews, Sir, how i 
apt People are to fall into Blunders, when they attempt u 
make extravagant and forced Compliments ; and there!o:c 1 
wiſh we would refolve to avoid ſuch Dangers, by confine 
ing our Addreis to a general Acknowledgement of "Thank 
to his Majeſty, for his moſt gracious Speech from the 
Throne, and a Declaration of our Affections towards him 
of our Attachment to his Family, and our Zeal for lM 
Service. 
However, Sir, as it has been granted upon all Hands 
that nothing contained in our Addreſs can prevent the fu. 
ture Inquiries of this Houſe, or can be a Bar to our cen- 
ſuring what we ſhail upon Inquiry find to be amiſs, tlicre- 
fore I ſhall propoſe no Amendment to the former Part 0 
the Motion: But I muſt take Notice of one Thing which 
is apparent, without any Inquiry, to every Man in thi 
Houſe, to every Man who knows any thing of publick Af, 
fairs; and that is, the great Charge this Nation has already 
been put to on account of the War, while the other Power 
of Europe, not yet engaged in the War, have not put them. 
ſelves to one Shilling Expence : Nay, even our Allies the 
Dutch, who, as his Majeſty has been pleaſed to tell us, 
ale under the ſame Engagements with us, have not put 
themſelyes to the leaſt Charge on account of the prefznt 
War Now, Sir, as his Majeſty has told us, that we hal 
no Concern with the Cauſes or Motives of the War, we 
cannot therefore be involved in it, unleſs it be for the Pre 
ſervation of the Balance of Power; and as all our Allies 
are as much intereſted in this Reſpect as we are, it is res. 
ſonable they ſhould bear their proportionable Share of the 
Expence : And as they have yet done nothing like it, [ 
think it is become necrſſary for us to take ſome Notice of 
this Matter in our Addreſs to his Majeſty, for which Rea. 
ſon I ſhall move for this Amendment to the latter Part of 
the Addreſs : viz. © That this Houſe will chearfully and ef- 
feQually raiſe ſuch Supplies, as ſhall be neceſlary for the 
Honour and Security of his Majeſty and his Kingdoms; 
And in Proportion to the Expences to be incurred by the olli 
| | © Power! 
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Nation, and not then involved in the War ; And whatever 


2 ſhall be the Succeſs of his Majeſty's gracious Endeavours 
to procure the Beſſings of Peace and general Tranquility, 
will enable his Majeſty to act that Part, which Honour and 


In Anſwer to theſe Objections, and in Support of the Mo- 


tion, Mr Winnington, Mr Henry Pelham, Sir William 
Vonge, Mr Danvers and Mr Oglethorpe urged the follow- 
ing Arguments. | 


Mr Speaker, . | 
As Gentlemen, who have ſpoke in this Debate, ſeem 


; confin to want a much more thorough Reformation in the Motion 
now before us, than that propoſed by the Amendment, 1 
2 muſt beg Leave to take Notice of what they have ſaid in 
general, before I come to ſpeak to the Amendment propoſed. 


Mie have been told a great deal, Sir, the ancient Uſage 


and Cuſtom of Parliament, with reſpect to their Manner of 


h ands I 
* the Throne: What the Gentlemen may mean by this an- 
| cient Uſage, or at what Time they have a Mind to fix it, 
I do not know ; but I am very ſure, that ever ſince I had 
| the Honour to fit in Parliament, I never knew an Addreſs 
| propoſed in more general Terms than that now before us; 


t the fu 
our cel 
8, there: 
Part 0 
8 Which 
in £0 
blick Al. 
15 alreacy 
er Power 
zut them. 
Allies the 
> tell us, 
e not pul 
le preſent 
at we had 
War, we 
r the Pre- 
Dur Allies 
it is rea- 
ire of the 
like it, | 
Notice of 
/Hich Rea. 
er Part 01 
ly and el 
ry for the 
Cingdoms 
by the othe 
Pgcwtr 


addreſſing the King, by way of Return to his Speech from 


and therefore I am apt to conclude, that no Addreſs can be 
propoſed in this Houſe, but what ſome Gentlemen will find 
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3 Juſtice, and the true Intereſt of his People ſnall call upon 
him to undertake.” 


Mr Winnington. 
Mr H. Pelham. 
Sir W. Longe. 
Mr Dan, s. 

Mr Oglethorpet 


Fault with. I ſhall agree with the honourable Gentlemen, 


that one of the chief Ends of our Meeting here, is to in- 
quire diligently, and repreſent faithfully to the King, the 
Crimes and Miſmanagements of his Servants, as well as the 
Grievances of his People ; but when his Majeſty has given 
us an Account of his Conduct, ſurely that does not hinder us 
from making him ſuch general Compliments, for the Ac- 


| counts he has been pleaſed to give us, as will not obſtruct 


our future Inquiries, ar preyent our Cenſures, in caſe we 
Ihould afterwards find, that any of his Servants had ated 
unfaithfully or imprudently, even with reſpect to-thoſe very 
Affairs he had been pleaſed to give us an Account of in his 
Speech. 

* It has been acknowledged, that the Motion before us 
15 more general than what is uſual upon ſuch Occaſions ; 


but it is to be feared, it ſeems, that this extraordinary Mo- 


deſty proceeds from a Conſciouſneſs of Miſconduct. At this 
Rate, Sir, the Gentlemen who have the Honour to ſerve 
the Crown muſt have a very hard Taſk : If they or their 
Friends propoſe a long and particular Addreſs, they are then 


accuſed of endeavouring to impoſe upon the Honour and 
"SDL, IV. — 
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Dignity of this Houſe ; and if they propoſe a ſhort Addreſs, [2 


and expreſſed in the moſt general Terms, Infinuations are 


then made, that their Modeſty proceeds from a Conſciouf. Þ ? 


neſs of Guilt; ſo that let them chuſe which way they will, 


it is impoſſible for them to avoid Cenſure : Yet, even this 1 
Addreſs, general as it is, is, it ſeems, to be looked on as an 
Encomium upon the Miniſters, and as an Approbation of 


what we know nothing about; but, in my Opinion, if we 
examine the ſeveral Paragraphs, it will appear to be neither 
the one nor the other. | | 

© By the firſt Paragraph found Fault with, it is propoſed 
to acknowledge his Majeſty's Wiſdom and Goodneſs, in pur. 


ſuing ſuch Meaſures as tend towards procuring Peace and 


Accommodation : By this, Sir, we do not declare, that his 
Majeity has purſued ſuch Meaſures, nor do we approve of 
the Meaſures he has purſued ; but when thoſe Mealures are 
made publick, if it thould appear that they were ſuch as 
tended to procure Peace and Accommodation, ſurely this 
Houſe, nay the whole World, ought to acknowledge his 
Majeſty's Goodneſs and Wiſdom in that Reſpect; and all 
that can be ſuppoſed to be meant by this Paragraph is, wo 
acknowledge that there is more Wiſdom and Goodnels 
in purſuing ſuch Meaſures towards procuring Peace, than in 
purſuing ſuch Meaſures, as might tend to involve the Na- 
tion and all Europe too precipitately in War: This then 
cannot, I think, be ſuppoſed to be an Encomium upon any 
Miniiter, nor an Approbation of any of the Meaſures that 
have been purſued. 

By the other Paragraph it is propoſed, to expreſs the juſt 
Senſe we have of his Majeſty's Regard for the publick 
Tranquility, and of his Endeavour to form, in Concert with 
the States General, ſuch a Plan of Pacification, as his Ma- 
jeſty conceives is conſiſtent with the Honour and Intereſt of 
all Parties, as far as the Circumſtances of Time and the 
preſent Poſture of Affairs will permit: Here again we ap- 
prove of nothing: We do not approve of the Plan that 1 
to be offered; we do not ſo much as approve of any one 
Step that has been taken in the forming of that Plan; we 
only acknowledge his Majeſty's tender Regard for the pub- 
lick Tranquility, in endeavouring to form ſuch a Plan 3: 
may reſtore it: This ſurely is what no Man can deny, nor 
heſitate one Moment in acknowledging 3 and I believe 


that it will be as readily granted, that it was better to form 


this Plan in Concert with the States General, than to form 


it without any ſuch Concert. So that I cannot really com- 


prehend how this Paragraph can be interpreted to be an En- 
comium upon any Miniſter, or an Approbation of any Mes- 


ſure: And therefore, tho' we knew nothing of the Mea- 
5 {ures 
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fares that have been purſued, nay, tho' we even had a vio- 
lent Suſpicion that wrong Meaſures have been purſued, nei- 


ther our Ignorance nor our Suſpicions can be any Objec- 
tion to either of thoſe Paragraphs. 


As to our Ignorance of the Meaſures that have been 


lately purſued, it is certain we are ignorant of a great many 


of them, and it is neceſſary it ſhould be ſo; for with re— 
ſpect to publick Tranſactions, eſpecially thoſe with foreign 
Courts, it is abſolutely neceſſary that many of them ſhould 
remain ſecret for ſeveral Years after they are paſſed; nay, 
there are ſome that ought for ever to remain a Secret : 
And that any Tranſaction can remain a Secret long after it 


has been communicated to this Houſe, I believe no Gentle- 


man will pretend to affirm ; for tho' the Members of this 


Houſe might perhaps depend upon the Fidelity and the Se- 
crecy of one another, yet we cannot anſwer for the Stran- 
gers that may be amongſt us. 
| Reaſon, why this Houſe was pleaſed to put a Negative upon 
the Motions pointed at by the honourable Gentlemen; and 
as I had likewiſe the Honour to be then a Member of this 
© Houſe, I heard ſuch Reaſons given for not complying with 
| thoſe Motions, as convinced me, that a Compliance with 
any one of them would have been one of the greateſt In- 
| juries we could have done our Country: It was not that 
the Authors of thoſe Tranſactions were afraid, on their own 
Accounts, that the Tranſactions they had been concerned 
| in ſhould be expoſed to publick View ; it was impoſlible it 
could be ſo; for if they had been poſſeſſed with any ſuch 
| Fears, if they had given the leaſt Ground to ſuſpect they 
| were ſo, it would have been a good, and I am perſuaded a 
| prevailing Reaſon for this Houle to have complied with 


This, Sir, was the only 


thoſe Motions. 5 5 
But, Sir, as to the Suſpicions that ſome Gentlemen 


may entertain, with regard to all or any of our paſt Mea- 


ſures, it is impoſſible to ſay any Thing of them, unleſs the 
Gentlemen will be pleaſed to acquaint us with the Grounds 
of their Suſpicion: When they do that, it may perhaps be 
in Gentlemen's Power to ſhew, that thoſe Grounds are very 
far from being ſolid. They talk of our having been for a 


long Time amuſed with Hopes, and of our having been 


defired to have Patience : Tis true, Sir, there are ſome 
amongſt us, not in the Houſe I hope, but in the Nation, I 


will ſay, there are a great many who have been long a- 


muſed with Hopes, who have had a great deal of Patience: 
They have, indeed, been under a continual Courſe of Pa- 
tence ever ſince the Beginning of the late Reign: They 
have not yet ſeen, and I wiſh they may never ſee that Event 
happen, which they have been ſo long hoping for, which 

| B 2 | they 
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Anno 8. Geo. II. they have waited for with ſo much Patience: And, in my ting 
3437 , Opinion, the many Diſappointments they have met with, is xeaſo. 
one of the beſt Reaſons that can be aſſigned for our having tiona 

no Cauſe to ſuſpect any Miſconduct in our late Meaſures. Þ come 

I do not think it the Intereſt of this Nation to be fond of Maje 

adding much to our Poſſeſſions; and conſidering the Ambi- one 

tion of foreign Courts, and the Diſturbances given to our Þ 7Reſpt 
Government by a diſaffected Party at Home, our having pre- Þ*whet! 

ſerved entire our foreign Poſſeſſions, and prevented all Inva- not ſ 

ſions upon our People at Home, is an Argument, that all Þ*Maje! 
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our late Meaſures have been concerted and purſued with any F 
the utmoſt Foreſight and Prudence. To this we may add, Þ*dence 
that tho' our Trade has been ſometimes a little interrupted Þ have 
by the ambitious Views of foreign Courts, yet it is certain, I any ſ 
it has greatly improved in every Branch within theſe laſt ing ir 


twenty Years, and is now, I believe, in as flouriſhing a State jetty 
as ever the Trade of Great Britain was in any Age: So that Tran. 
to return the Compliment to the Gentlemen of the other contri 
Side of the Queſtion, if either of them will ſhew me where Þſucce! 
the Nation has lately ſuffered, either in its Poſſeſſions, or in perfec 
its Trade, by any Miſmanagement of thoſe at the Helm of and! 
our own Affairs, I ſhall agree to any Amendment they pleaſe ¶ every 
to propoſe ; but I cannot think it reaſonable to load our {tious 
own Miniſters with the little Diſturbances we have met with, Por of 
or the ſmall Loſſes we may have ſuſtained by the ambitious {ef dr 
Projects of foreign Courts. and P 
With regard to the Impropriety of Expreſſion taken be g11 
Notice of, I cannot think there is any good Foundation for I Confic 
the Criticiſm ; but if there were, we muſt ſee that it pro- ſWcerve 
ceeds entirely from the great Care the honourable Gentle- in tha 
man, who made the Motion, took, to avoid every Thing Term 
that might look like an Approbation of any late Meaſure : NMajeſ 
For this Reaſon he would not propoſe that we ſhould thank that ſe 
his Majeſty for not involving us in the War, becauſe it pain, 
might have been ſaid, that for what we knew it was neceſ- made 
ſary, it was incumbent upon us, to have engaged at the {WParlia 
very Beginning of the War; therefore, to avoid this Ob- Hand i 
jection, he only propoſes that we ſhould make our Acknow- In ou 
ledgements to his Majeſty, for not having engaged too pre- Nſuch 
cipitately in the War; and as this might have been done, |ſiouſly 
and would, as the honourable Gentleman ſays, have been Peſty's 
doing a very notable Injury to the Nation, I cannot find we m 
that there is any Impropriety in our making our Acknow- Wt ſon 
ledgements to his Majeſty, for his not having done ſo. vol 
I come now to that which I take to be the only Que- dangę 
ſtion now before us, I mean, Sir, the Amendment propoſed, . 
as it now ſtands amended, I ſhall readily grant, that all the mene 
Nations of Europe are equally concerned with us in ſuppor- Ide ec 
ting 
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Reſpect but J muſt leave it to Gentlemen to conſider 
; whether our putting ſuch a Caution into our Addreſs would 
not ſhew to the whole World a ſort of Diffdence in his 
| Majeſty's Conduct. Jam convinced we have no Cauſe, from 
any Part of his Majeſty's paſt Conduct, to ſhew any Diffi- 
dence in his future; and I am very certain, we never could 
have choſen a worſe Lime than the preſent, to begin to ſhew 
any ſuch Dithdence : The Nation is in great Danger of be- 
ing involved in a bloody and expenſive War, unleſs his Ma- 
jetty ſucceeds in his Endeavours for reſtoring the Peace and 
Tranquility of Europe; and it is certain, that nothing can 
contribute more towards rendering his Majeſty's Endeavours 
ſucceſsful, than an eſtabliſned and general Belief, that a 


and his Parliament: While they are convinced of this 
every one of the Parties now engaged in War will be cau- 
| tious of giving too great a Scope to their ambitious Views 
or of puſhing too far the Succeſs they may have, for fear 
ef drawing upon themſelves the united Force of the King 
and Parliament of Great Britain; but if any Reaſon ould 
be given for them to believe, that the Parliament puts no 
Confidence in his Majeſty's Conduct, they may then con- 


in that Caſe they will not much regard the moſt reaſ, 

. bl 

Terms of Peace, that can be offered to them, by Ss e, his 
18 s Mediation : Nay, I have good Reaſon to believe 

that ſome of the Powers engaged in the War, particularly 


made to them, till they hear of the Openin iti 

Parliament, and the Addreſſes made ae 8 > oder nag 
and if any Miſtruſt in his Majeſty's Conduct ſhould appear 
I our Addreſs, we may believe their Anfwer will not be 
uch as ought to be wiſhed for: Thus, by acting too cau- 


we may give ſuch Encouragement to the ambitious Vi 
Ara 2 yy Powers of Europe, as muſt N at laſt 
olve this Nation in a moſt expenſive, a 7 | 
hag A. 1 2 xpenſive, and even a molt 
But this, Sir, is not the only Objection againſt the A- 
mendmeat propoſed; for though all the . of Europe 


de equally concerned with ps in preſerving the Balance of 


Power, 


perfect Harmony and entire Confidence ſubſiſts between him 


ceive Hopes of diſuniting the Power of Great Britain; and 


Spain, will give no poſitive Anſwer to the Inſtances lately 


ouſly, we may not only prevent the Succeſs of hi 
3 4 | | | Ma- 
eſty's Endeavours for reſtoring the publick Tranquility, "ad 


ing the Balance of Power, and that therefore it is very Anno 8. Geo, 18. 
keaſonable, that every one of them ſhould bear a propor- 
tionable Share of the Expence neceſſary, or that may be- 
come neceſſary for that Purpoſe ; and I am perſuaded his 
Majeſty will uſe his utmoſt Endeavours to prevail with ever 

one of them, to do what is incumbent upon them in chat 
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Anne 8. Geo. II. Power, yet ſome of them may be blind to their own Inte. when 
I reſt; nay, it is very probable ſome of them always will;!“ nothit 
and are we to neglect what is neceſſary for our own Security,, be an 
or to refuſe contributing any Thing towards preſerving or mm 
relloring the Balance of Power, becauſe every one of the? Way 
other Parties concerned will not contribute their proportion. | mut 

able Share? This, in my Opinion, would be a very odd 
Sort of Maxim for us to lay down; it is ſuch a one as I Þ* 
hope will never be inſiſted on in the Councils of Great Bri- Þ* 
tain. Suppoſe, for Example, our Neighbours, the States Þ* 
General, ſhould be ſo blind to the real Intereſt of their 
Country, as to look quietly on till they ſaw any one of the 
Powers of Europe extend their Conqueſts ſo far, as to be 
| able to give the Law to all the reſt ; would that be a Rea- 
it | ſon for our behaving in the ſame Manner ? No, Sir, let 
It | our Neighbours do what they will, it is incumbent upon us 
14 to look in Time to our own Security; and I hope we ſhall 
always be ready to do what our Honour and our Safety may 
require, upon every {ſuch Occaſion ; for if ever we ſhould WR N 
reſolve to put ourſelves to no Charges for preſerving the PP, 
Balance of Power, unleſs the States General, or any other Sir, it 
Nation in Europe, would agree to join with us, and to 2 a 
bear a proportionable Share of the Expence, we ſhould from 5 85 
that Moment become dependent upon that other State, and _ 
conſequently ſhould be neglected and deſpiſed by all the * * 
other Powers of Europe. by ed 
© Therefore, Sir, as the Amendment propoſed REY in kn 
my Opinion, towards ſhewing a Diflidence in his Majeſtys N A 
Conduct; and as it tends towards placing this Nation in a Sort rg 
f Dependency: upon other Powers, I cannot but be againi des 
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| | LA Noe! Somerſat. pleaſe: 
[ Mr Shippen. were for the Amendment, as follows : 5 

{| Mr 5 0 Mr Speaker, —_ 
| Mr * Although I have had the Honour to be long a Member F 


eater, 


Mr W. Plumer. of this Houſe, yet I find I never knew the whole of my Ai? 
ir 


1 Duty till this Day; for I always imagined that we met here 
to do Buſineſs, and not to make Compliments.. I ſhall never 
be againſt expreſſing our Loyalty and our, Fidelity to our 
Sovereign, upon every proper Occaſion ; becauſe I take it 
to be no Compliment, I take it to be our Duty, and im- 
memorial Cuitom has eſtabliſhed it as ſuch, at the Beginning 
of every Seſſion of Parliament; but to applaud his Maje- 
ſty's Wiſdom, his Goodneſs, and his tender Regard for his 
People in every Part of his Conduct, which he may be 
pleafed to mention in his Speech, is a Method of expreſſing 
ourſelves which ought indeed to be called Complimenting ; 
it can be called nothing elle, becauſe i it cannot be ſincere, 

When 
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(1 


* The honourable Gentlemen appear under a great Con- 


been uſual upon ſuch Occaſions. If the Gentlemen had been 
pleaſed to have left out the two Paragraphs in which theſe 


Compliments are contained, their Modeſty ſurely would 
have been greater, and their Taſk would certainly have been 


eaſier, becauſe the Motion would have been ſhorter ; and I am 
convinced it would have given more Satisfaction to the Majori- 

ty of the Nation, and I hope, to the Majority of this Houſe. 
] muſt ſay, Sir, I am not a little ſurprized to hear 
any Gentleman undertake to ſhew, that neither of the 
two Paragraphs found Fault with, contain an Encomium up- 
on any Miniſter, or an Approbation of any Meaſure : I am 
perſuaded, every Man without Doors that reads them will 
think otherwiſe ; nay, I am convinced, that all thoſe, who 
are not acquainted with our modern Refinements in Politicks, 
Will think that we could not with any Sincerity expreſs our- 
ſelves ſo, without having been made acquainted with all the 
late Meaſures relating ta War or Peace, fo as to be able = 
e 


Late. when we beſtow thoſe high Epithets upon what we know Anno 8. Geo. il. 
will; J nothing about. This, indeed, I never before underſtood to 
-urity, be any Part of our Duty, and I am ſure the Cuſtom is not 
ing or immemorial ; for if Gentlemen will look but a very little 
of the Way back in our Journals they will ſee when it began; and I 
tion. mut ſay, I am ſorry it was ever begun; for, in my Opi- 
y odd nion, it derogates highly from the Honour and Pignity of 
\e 2:1 Parliament, and from that Sincerity and Simplicity, for 
which this Nation was, in ancient Times, ſo deſervedly 


State J famous. 


5 _ cern for thoſe who have the Honour to ſerve the Crown: 
Perhaps my Concern for them is not ſo great; and for this 
Reaſon it may be, that I do not think their Taſk fo hard; 
I confeſs that when I obſerve any Modeſty in them, I am 
apt enough to ſuſpe& that it proceeds from Conſciouſneſs. 
of Guilt, rather than from Conſciouſneſs of Merit; and in 
their Motions for Addreſſes they have of late fo very ſeldom 
ſhewn any Modeſty, that I was ſurprized to find the leaſt 
Appearance of it upon the preſent Occaſion. However, 
Sir, it cannot be ſaid that the Modeſty they have now ſhewn 
is in any Degree exceſſive; for as the Speeches from the 
Throne are, by the Cuſtom of Parliament, ſuppoſed to be 
Speeches from the Miniſters; and as his Majeſty's Conduct, 
when it comes to be conſider'd in this Houſe, is always ſup- 
poſed to be the Conduct of his Miniſters, I cannot allow 
that thoſe, who propoſe that we ſhould talk ſo much in 
our Addreſs of their Wiſdom and Goodneſs, and of their 
tender Regard for the publick Repoſe and Tranquility, 
have teſtified any exceſſive Degree of Modeſty, though it 
may perhaps appear to be a little more than what has lately 
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Anno 8. Ceo. Il. ſee that they deſerved thoſe fine Epithets we are to gin 1 


00 


e no 
them: They will not conſider that tlleſe fine Expreſſions are T top 
deſigned only as Compliments, and therefore do not requite hing 


any Sincerity. | | | em. 
As to the firſt Paragraph, the honourable Gentleman has that \ 
acknowledged, that if the Words 700 precipitately had no Bang t 
been put in, it would have been a Declaration, at leaſt, that ery | 
it was neither neceſſary nor incumbent upon us to engage in! -ngag 
the War, which was a Declaration this Houſe could not de. Kn. 
cently make, without knowing ſomething more of our late Tert a 


FTranſactions than have been yet communicated to us: And an Þ 
honourable Gentleman, who ſpoke before him, has ſhewed, Þ 


I think, to a Demonſtration, that the putting of thoſe Word other 
in our Addreſs will carry an Infinuation, which J hope no 11 
Man will apply to his Majeity, whatever may be done with genſe 
reſpect to the Miniſters : But the Paragraph, even with theſe ye mi 
Words, imports a Declaration from us, that it would have or Int 
been precipitate, it would have been raſh, to have involved Would 
the Nation in War before this Time; which is a Declarati- in it 
on we cannot, in my Opinion, make, without more Lighs nd h 
than we have at preſent before us: But ſuppoſe that we ar 
convinced of the Truth of this Declaration, what are we 
then to do? We are to acknowledge his Majeſty's Wiſdom 


and Goodneſs, or rather the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of hö? 
Miniſters, in not having been guilty of a raſh Action; and 
whether ſuch an Acknowledgment be conſiſtent with the 
Dignity of this Houſe, or even with common Senſe, I mul 
leave to Gentlemen to judge? 5 
* With regard to the other Paragraph, allow me to ſup- 
pole, Sir, that we were by the Treaty of Vienna, or other 
wiſe, obliged in Honour to {end immediate Succours to the 
Emperor, would it not look very odd in us, to make our Ac. 
knowledgments to thoſe who adviſed his Majeſty to inter- 
poſe only as a Mediator, when he was in Honour oblige 
to engage as a Party in the Diſpute ? Let me ſuppoſe again, 
that there were ſeveral Diſputgs and Differences ſubſiſting 
between this Nation and any one of the Parties concerned in 
the preſent War, which Diſputes and Differences we had n0 
Hopes of accommodating in a friendly Manner; and which 
were of ſuch a Nature as could not be given up, without in Mof p. 
juring both the Honour and the Intereſt of the Nation: In 
| ſuch a Caſe, could we have had a more proper Opportunity I Subie 
to vindicate our Honour and our juſt Rights? and if fo, can Je 
we make any Acknowledgments to thoſe who have adviſe 
his Majeſty not to lay hold of ſuch a fair Opportunity? N like ' 
Then, as to our Concert with the Dutch, whether there | 
has been any ſuch or not, does not, I am ſure, appear from 
any publick Step they have taken; and therefore I do not 


{es V 


1 


to give ſſee how we can make our Acknowlecgments on that Account: . It. 
ions are | 


EY hope, however, it is ſo; I hope they have acted in every 
requite Thing in Concert with us, as well as we have done with 
them. I believe it 1s their Intereſt as well as ours to act in 


nan ha that Manner; but a Nation may miſtake its own Intereſt, 
rad not and therefore I may ſuppoſe that they have been from the 
iſt, that very Beginning of this War, and even before it broke out, 
gage uf engaged in a ſeparate Intereſt ; if ſo, can we make any Ac- 


not de- 1 nowledgments to thoſe who have adviſed his Majeſty to con- 
58 12 cert any Meaſures with them? All theſe Suppofitions may 
nd an 


rar be true, for what we know; and yet by agreeing to this 
ewed, 


Word otherwiſe we muſt appear to be inconſiſtent with ourſelves. 
zope no 
ne with 
th theſe ve muſt ſuppoſe we were no way engaged, either in Honour 
Id have or Intereſt, to take a Share in the preſent War; that it 
nvolyed Would have been precipitate and raſh in us to have engaged 
eclarat- in it, and that the Dutch are engaged in the ſame Intereſt, 
a HR and have acted in every Thing in Concert with us; which 


gare Suppoſitions we have not, I am afraid, any great Reaſon 
are wel 
Wiſdom 
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n 
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1 nk 


to make: But our Conſtituents, the People who ſent us hi- 
ther, and whoſe good Opinion we ought to preſerve, will 


* 


Paragraph we mult preſume every one of them to be falſe, 


« Thus, Sir, even to take theſe two Paragraphs in the 
Senſe that the honourable Gentleman has put upon them, 


of l woo farther: They will, from theſe two Paragraphs in our 
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ſee 


Addreſs, ſuppoſe, that the Meaſures purſued by the Mini- 
ſſters, for procuring Peace and Accommodation, have been 
wiſe and good; that the Plan of Peace is ſuch a one as it 
ſought to be, and that the moſt prudent Meaſures have been 


taken to make it effectual; and if they ſhould afterwards find 
themſelves miſtaken, what Opinion can they have of our 


Wiſdom and Goodneſs ? I am afraid it will be but a poor 


Excuſe, to an honeſt, ſincere Country-Gentle:nan, that he is 
never to look for Sincerity in the Addreſſes of this Houſe, 


land that we never mean any Thing but Compliment by an 


general Expreſſions in them. 


From what I have ſaid, Sir, I think it will appear, that 


both our Ignorance and our Suſpicions are good Arguments 
againſt our making ſuch high Compliments to the Miniſters ; 
for it is upon them theſe Compliments are, by the Cuſtom 
of Parliament, preſumed to be beſtowed : His Majeſty has 
no Concern in the Debate, and therefore we may treat the 


Subject with the more Freedom. Our Ignorance, as to all 


our late Tranſactions, is very great, and if future Parliaments 
ſhould be always of the ſame Opinion the laſt was of, we are 
like to remain for ever in the moſt profound Ignorance ; for 
T did not hear one Argument made Uſe of in the laſt Parlia- 
ment againſt the Motions then made, for ſome Inſight into 
our Foreign Affairs, but what will for ever be as ſtrong as it 
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Anno 8. Geo. 11, ſee that they deſerved thoſe fine Epithets we are to give 


16. 16 


ſee how 


them: They will not conſider that tleſe fine Expreſſions are! 

deſigned only as Compliments, and therefore do not requi e 11 hope, 
any Sincerity. 1 . & Thing 

As to the firſt Paragraph, the honourable Gentleman has 1 them. 
acknowledged, that if the Words 700 precipitately had not : AY 
been put in, it would have been a Declaration, at leaſt, tha ng oh 
it was neither neceſſary nor incumbent upon 5 very B 
the War, which was a Declaration this Houſe could * % * at 
cently make, without knowing ſomething more of ie knowle 
Tranſactions than have been yet communicated to us: And an key 
honourable Gentleman, who ſpoke before him, has ewe be true 
I think, to a Demonſtration, that the putting of thoſe Won Faragr⸗ 
in our Addreſs will carry an Inſinuation, which J hope no 5 NEW 
Man will apply to his Majeity, whatever may be done with BY 
reſpect to the Miniſters : But the Paragraph, even with theſe 5 enſe 
Words, imports a Declaration from us, that it would have bly * 
been precipitate, it would have been raſh, to have involved . ne 

the Nation in War before this Time; which is a Declarati- would 
on we cannot, in my Opinion, make, without more Lights 13 
than we have at preſent before us: But ſuppoſe that i e and ha) 
convinced of the Truth of this Declaration, what are ws nh Sur 
then to do? We are to acknowledge his Majeſty's Wiſdom ſo mak 
and Goodneſs, or rather the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of lo ther, a 
Miniſters, in not having been guilty of a raſh Action; ad * 
whether ſuch an Acknowledgment be conſiſtent with the 3 
Dignity of this Houſe, or even with common Senſe, I mul lers, f 
leave to Gentlemen to judge ? „ * i wiſe ar 
ought t 
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Emperor, would it not look very odd in us, to mak 
knowledgments to thoſe who adviſed his Majeſty e, Excuſe, 
poſe only as a Mediator, when he was in Honour obliged ver | 

to engage as a Party in the Diſpute ? Let me ſuppoſe again, and thi 
that there were ſeveral Diſputgs and Differences ſubſiſting 2 

between this Nation and any one of the Parties concerned in I o Er 

the preſent War, which Diſputes and Differences we had no on 4 

Hopes of accommodating in a friendly Manner; and which Fun 

were of ſuch a Nature as could not be given up, without in- Ne it 

juring both the Honour and the Intereſt of the Nation: In u 

ſuch a Caſe, could we have had a more proper Opportunity i 2 Cor 
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T hope, however, it is fo; J hope they have ated in every Ly 


Thing in Concert with us, as well as we have done with 
"them. I believe it is their Intereſt as well as ours to act in 


that Manner; but a Nation may miſtake its own Intereſt, 


and therefore I may ſuppoſe that they have been from the 
very Beginning of this War, and even before it broke out, 
engaged in a ſeparate Intereſt; if ſo, can we make any Ac- 
knowledgments to thoſe who have adviſed his Majeſty to con- 
ert any Meaſures with them? All theſe Suppofittons may 
be true, for what we know; and yet by agreeing to this 


x 


otherwiſe we muſt appear to be inconſiſtent with ourlelves. 
n © Thus, Sir, even to take theſe two Paragraphs in the 
Senſe that the honourable Gentleman has put upon them, 
we muſt ſuppoſe we were no way engaged, either in Honour 
would have been precipitate and raſh in us to have engaged 
in it, and that the Dutch are engaged in the ſame Intereſt, 
and have acted in every Thing in Concert with us; which 
gare Suppoſitions we have not, I am afraid, any great Reaſon 


to make : But our Conſtituents, the People who ſent us hi- 


ther, and whoſe good Opinion we ought to preſerve, will 
go farther : They will, from theſe two Paragraphs in our 
(Addreſs, ſuppoſe, that the Meaſures purſued by the Mini- 
ters, for procuring Peace and Accommodation, have been 
wiſe and good; that the Plan of Peace is ſuch a one as it 
[ought to be, and that the moſt prudent Meaſures have been 
taken to make it effectual; and if they ſhould afterwards find 


themſelves miſtaken, what Opinion can they have of our 


Wiſdom and Goodneſs ? I am afraid it will be but a poor 
Excuſe, to an honeſt, ſincere Country-Gentle:nan, that he is 
never to look for Sincerity in the Addreſſes of this Houſe, 


and that we never mean any Thing but Compliment by any 


general Expreſſions in them. 


From what I have ſaid, Sir, I think it will appear, that 


both our Ignorance and our Suſpicions are good Arguments 
againſt our making ſuch high Compliments to the Miniſters ; 


for it is upon them theſe Compliments are, by the Cuſtom | 


of Parliament, preſumed to be beſtowed : His Majeſty has 
no Concern in the Debate, and therefore we may treat the 


Subject with the more Freedom. Our Tgnorance, as to all 


our late Tranſactions, is very great, and if future Parliaments 
ſhould be always of the ſame Opinion the laſt was of, we are 
like to remain for ever in the moſt profound Ignorance ; for 
I did not hear one Argument made Uſe of in the laſt Parlia- 
ment againſt the Motions then made, for ſome Inſight into 
dur Foreign Affairs, but what will for ever be as ſtrong as it 
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Yor Intereſt, to take a Share in the preſent War ; that it 


: ſee how we can make our Acknowledgments on that Account: Anne 3. Geo. H. 


17 34 35. 


Ano 8. Ceo. ul. was at that Time: The Motions then made were not for : 
Diſcovery of any of the Tranſactions then upon the Anvil; 


1724-25. 


1 1 

1 aaVe 1 
| wh 
Theſe Motions were only for ſome Papers, relating to Tran. reaped 
ſactions that had been quite finiſhed ſeveral Years before; Hof thi 
and the only Reaſon I heard given for refuſing us that Fa. have 
vour was, that the publiſhing of ſuch Papers, the diſcover. been f 
ing of ſuch Tranſactions, might open old Sores, they might | pf our 
relate ſome way or another to the preſent Tranſactions, and our m 
therefore it was not proper they ſhould be laid before us iſe; 
ray, we were not ſo much as allowed to call for them, in or- fitting 
der to have had that Anſwer from his Majeſty, from whom | Exper 
only it was proper for this Houſe to take any ſuch Anſwer. Cars 


At this Rate, Sir, we ſhall never have any Account of the | Þ Joſtil 
Tranſactions of any Miniſter till ſome new Favourite ſtarts | tion © 
up, and reſolves to diſgrace his Predeceſſor, by expoſing | Þ Houſe 
the Wickedneſs or the Folly of his Conduct. 2 niſters 

That our late Conduct has not been quite ſo prudent | 1 


is, I am ſure, very much ſuſpected by the Generality of the | 2 Diff 
Nation, whatever it may be by the Majority of this Houle. , * that y 
We have been long amuſed, Sir, we have had a great deal | 27c1gn, 
of Patience, but it is not, Sir, that Sort of People, meant | a 


by the honourable Gentlemen, who have been ſo amuſed: þ Jof. 


It is not the Diſaffected, the Enemies to his Majeſty's Fami, Count 
and the preſent happy Eſtabliſhment, who have been oblicedÞ Cauſe 
to have Patience; no, Sir, ſuch Men are, I believe, glad to 4 Cond: 
lee ſuch Meaſures purſued : It is thoſe who are well affected 3 tho t 
towards his Majeſty, thoſe who are real Friends to the pre- * preſer 
ſent Eſtabliſhment, who have been lately amuſed, and it 1 ſhall t 
mult be acknowledged they have had a great deal of Pa. 3 
tience. That the Nation has been affronted, that our Trade 
has been interrupted, that our Merchants have been plur- | 
dered, and our Seamen moſt cruelly uſed, are Facts not to 
be controverted, Whether they have proceeded from the 5 
ambitious Projects of foreign Courts, or from the Blunders 
of ſome of our own People at home, is a Queſtion this Houſe ( 
ought to look into; and for that Purpoſe we ought to inlil = 


upon having all neceſſary Lights laid before us. But for the Trad 
preſent, I ſhall ſuppoſe, that they have all proceeded from We the 


the ambitious Projects of foreign Courts: What Satisfac- : 
tion then have we obtained for the Inſults and Indignities 
we have ſuffered? What Reparation have our Merchants 
got for the Loſſes they have ſuſtained ? Is this Nation 
brought ſo low, that we muſt ſubmit to ſuffer, to be diſturb 
ed, by the ambitious Projects of foreign Courts, without 
daring once to inſiſt upon an adequate Satisfaction, a full Re- 
puration? I hope not, Sir; and 'till an adequate Satisfaction 
and full Reparation be obtained, I ſhall not be ready to 
agree to paſs Compliments upon our late Conduct. If we 


have 


have met with fo few or ſo ſmall Diſturbances, if our Trade anno 8. Geo. 11 
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for za MW 

nvil; has fo greatly increaſed, what Advantage hath the publick 
Tran- eaped from the happy State we have been in? What Part 
fore; pof the publick Debts have we diſcharged? What Taxes 
- Fa. have we relieved the People from? Surely, Sir, if we have 
over. been for ſo many Years in ſuch a happy State, a great Part 
night © of our Debts might have been diſcharged, and ſeveral of 
„and our molt grievous Taxes taken off. But the Fact is other- 
e us; iſe ; we have been every Year keeping up great Armies, 
in or. fitting out great Fleets, and putting the Nation to a vaſt 
hom Expence. In ſhort, Sir, we have been for theſe ſeveral 
wer, Tears in a very odd Sort of State; we have had War without 
f the Hoſtilities, and Peace without Quiet; and while the Na- 
ſtarz tion continues in the ſame mongrel Sort of State, ſhall this 
oſing | Þ Houſe paſs high Compliments on the Conduct of our Mi- 

Iniſters? N „% ö;ͥ æ 

udent: © To pretend, Sir, that the Amendment offered will thew 


of the | 2 Diffidence in his Majeſty's Conduct, is to tell this Houſe, 
Joule... that we muſt never recommend any Meaſures to our Sove- 
deal reign, or rather to the Miniſters of our Sovereign; which 
meant | 18 a Maxim no Member of this Houſe will, I hope, admit 
uſed; | of. Surely, Sir, we are not to neglect our Duty to our 
amilyþ | Country, or to our King, for fear of giving foreign Courts 
blicedÞ 3 Cauſe to think that we have a Diffidence in his Majeſty's 
lad to 3 Conduct: Such Surmiſes we are always to diſregard, even 
fectel] tho the Nation were in much greater Danger than it is at 
e pre preſent; and for this we have many Precedents, but one 1 
ind i! Pall take Notice of, which I think directly to the Point. I 


ä 


of Pa- believe it will be granted, that in the Year 1702 this Na- 
Trade! tion was in greater Danger than it can be ſuppoſed at pre- 
plun- 5 ſent ; we had then actually declared War againſt France 
not to and Spain, who had at that Time in Alliance with them 
m the! the King of Portugal, the Duke of Savoy, and the Duke of 
under ! Bavaria, whereas we had none but the Emperor and the 
Houſe Dutch; yet in that Vear this Houſe not only recommend- 


 inſit &d to the late Queen, to prevail with the Dutch to prohibit 
for te Trade with France and Spain; but actually made it one of 
1 fron the Conditions of the Power they gave her to augment her 
itisfac- 7 F orces, and that no foreign Troops ſhe ſhould take into her 
gnities WE Service, ſhould enter into Engliſh Pay 'till that Condition 


chants in complied with. I do not doubt but the Houſe was 
Nation then told, that ſuch a Recommendation, much more ſuch 


Nur i ? Condition annexed to this Grant, would ſhew a Miſtruſt 


vithout n her Majeſty's Conduct; but they thought it their Duty 
111 Re. ©? do ſo, and therefore they had no Regard to ſuch Inh- 
faction WW "vations ; and we all know, that their Behaviour was attend- 
ady to ed with no bad Conſequence. 


If we 


have C 2 e 
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© The Balance of Power in Europe is certainly of as much 
Conſequence to other Nations as it is to this; and when it 3 
comes to be really in Danger, it is not to be queſtioned but 
we ſhall find other Powers as ready to join with us as ve 
are to join, with them, for its Preſervation ; and unleſs we 
ſhew too much Readineſs to bear all the Expence, it is alla 
certain, that thoſe who are in equal Danger will never re. 
fuſe to bear their proportionable Share of the Expence. But Us 
if ever this Nation ſhould ſet itſelf up as the Don Quixote Bri 
of Europe, we may then expect that moſt of the Powers af ftur 


Europe, who are not immediately attacked, will leave the fice 
whole Burden upon us ; and this, I am afraid, is too much Tec 
the Caſe at preſent 3 for as our Neighbours the Dutch ae the 
more expoſed to the Danger than we are, I muſt conclude #7 Wo 
from their Inactivity, that either they do not think the B.“ 1 
lance of Power in Danger, or otherwiſe we have given then F tell 
Room to believe that we will take upon us the Defence of ert 
this Balance, without putting them to any Trouble or EN. T You 
pence ; and for this Reaſon I think it is become abſolutely | fices 
eBay for us to give ſome ſuch Recommendations to 15 J gre: 
Majeſty, as is propoſed by this Amendment, in order u] Ge! 
convince the World, that we are reſolv'd not to ſet ourſelvaÞ* ; tion 
up as the Dupes af Europe. Such a Reſolution can ſub- : wit 
ject us to no Dependency, becauſe it is a Reſolution we can s a V 
alter whenever we have a Mind; for if ſuch a Caſe ſhould x of F 
happen, as it is hardly poſſible it ever will, that moſt a. Par 
the Nations in Europe ſhould reſolve to look tamely on, ſent 
and ſee the Balance of Power quite overturned, I ſhould I 
then think it the Duty and the Honour of this Nation, ra: and 
ther to play the Don Quixote of Europe, than to ſee our ft ay 
own Liberties ſwallowed up in the Ruins of thoſe of ouſt mul 
Neighbours." = Why 
Then the Queſtion being put for agreein to the Amend. wha 
ment, it paſſed in the Negative by 265 A 185, Where. You 
upon the Addreſs was agreed to, without any farther De. fect, 
bate; and a Committee was appointed to draw up the ſame. ; Hor 
Fan. 28. The Addreſs was reported to the Houſe by) 1 
For 


Thanks agreed to; 
And preſented. 


The Addreſs. 


A A Aa <A * 


Mr Hedges, and agreed to. . 
; Fan. 29. The ſame was ms to the King as ; fol J ple 
ows. ; 


Moſt gracious Sovereign, 
* Your Majeſty's moſt Dutiful and Loyal Sub- 
jets, the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament 
aſſembled, beg Leave to return Our humbleſt Thanks, for 
Vour Majeſty* s moſt gracious Speech from the Throne 
and to acknowledge, in the moſt grateful Manner, Vour 


* Majeſty's tender and affectionate Concern for the hy 
« fare 


much fare of Vour People, in ſteadily purſuing ſuch Meaſures 
henit as have tended towards Peace and Accommodation, ra- 
ed but ther than to involve too precipitately this Kingdom, and 
as we all Europe, in a general and bloody War. N 

eſs ve © Among ſo many differing Intereſts and contending Pow- 
is allo ers engaged in the preſent War, it is Your Majeſty's Wiſ- 
er re. © dom and Goodneſs alone, which could have ſecured to 
But Us Our preſent happy Situation; and the Crown of Great 
uixote Britain could never appear with greater Honour and Lu- 
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vers l, ture, than by Your Majeſty's interpoſing Your good Of- 


ve the fices between the contending Parties: And as they have 
much F received them with due Reſpect, we cannot but hope, 
ch at F their own Prudence will help to cc mpleat ſo defireable a 
nclude FF Work. 
he Ba. © It is our Duty, and we beg Leave to expreſs the grea- 
then teſt Gratitude to Your Majefty, for the Care and Con- 
nce dt F cern, which muſt have attended Your unwearied Endea- 
or Ex. vours, both in beginning and carrying on thefe good Of- 
olutely | F ices, which being accepted, have brought Things to ſo 
to hö, ' great a For wardneſs, that a Plan, in concert with the States 
der th ' General, may in a ſhort Time be offered to the Conſidera- 
rſelvea IF tion of all the Powers engaged in the War; which, not- 
n ſab © withitanding the great Difficulties that muſt attend fo great 
ve cn! a Work, may ſerve for the Baſis of a general Negotiation 
ſnould of Peace, conſiſtent with the Honour and Intereſt of all 
\oft ot Parties, as far as the Circumſtances of Time, and the pre- 
ly , ſent Situation of Affairs will permit. 
ſnoud If theſe Meaſures, concerted for the common Repoſe 
n, la. and Tranquility of all Europe, ſhould unhappily meet with 
de our any Diſappointment, Your Majeſty's Wildom and Care 
of ou © muſt be acknowledged to have deſerved that Succeſs, 
which the wiſeſt Counſels cannot always command. But, 
mend. © whatever the Event may be, We beg Leave to aſſure 
Vhere- © Your Majeſty, That this Houſe will Chearfully and Ef- 
De. © feftually raiſe ſuch Supplies, as ſhall be neceſſary for the 


ſame. = © Honour and Security of Your Majeſty and theſe King- 


iſe by doms, and enable Your Majeſty to act that Part, which 


SE 


| © Honour, and Juſtice, and the true Intereſt of your Peo- 


as fol: ple ſhall call upon Your Majeſty to undertake.” 
| T6 this his Majeſty made the following Anſwer : 
Sub- | Gentlemen, | 


ament MW © I Return you my Thanks for this dutiful and loyal Ad- 
88, for “ dreſs. I depend entirely upon Your Fidelity and Af- 
rone; MW © feftion, and Your due Regard to the publick Welfare, 
Your MW © that I ſhall be ſupported in ſuch Meaſures, as I may be 
Wel: © obliged to purſue. And You may be aſſured, that the 
TX Wee = Honour 


His Majeſty's Any | 


{wer thereto, 


Anno 8. Ges. II. 
1734˙35. 


Motion, in the 
Grand Committee 


on the Supply, for the Supply, 


Nan 05.009 
en tor the Sea- 
Service, for the 
Year 1735, 


Debate thereon, 
Sir R. Walpole. 
Mr H. Walpole. 
Mr Oglethorpe, 


and Mr Oglethorpe as follows : 


[8 0 


«© Honour and Intereſt of My Crown and People ſhall 
* be the Rule and Guide of all My Actions and Re- 


4 ſolutions.“ 


ploy'd for the Sea-Service for the enſuing Year : But ſome 
Members declaring that they thought 20,000 Men ſufficient, 
a 
was ſupported by Sir Robert Walpole, Mr Horatio 


Mr Speaker, 
With reſpect to the Queſtion now before us, I hope 
no Gentleman expects, that for his Satisfaction his Majeſty 
ſhould be obliged to diſcloſe to this Houſe all the Secrets of 


his Government, all the Negotiations he is now carrying 


on with foreign Powers, and all the private Informations he 
may have received, in relation to the Views and Deſigns 
of the ſeveral Powers now engaged in War: Nor can it be 
expected that his Majeſty ſhould now declare poſitively to 
us what he is reſolved to do, in relation to his engaging 
or not engaging in the preſent War: If any ſuch Thing 
could be done, I believe it would very ſoon put an End 
to the Queſtion, but no ſuch Thing has ever yet been prac- 
tiſed, nor has this Houſe ever thought ſuch a Practice ne- 
ceſſary, for inducing them to agree to any Demand made 
by the Crown, and I hope it never will. For if ever this 
ſhould come to be thought neceſſary, it would lay this Na- 
tion under a very great Diſadvantage ; becauſe it cannot be 
expected that what is once diſcloſed, in ſuch a numerous 
Aſſembly, ſhould continue long a Secret; from whence this 
inconvenience would neceſſarily enſue, that foreign Powers 
might, at all Times, proceed with great Secrecy in their 
Meaſures, for the Deſtruction or Diſturbance of this Nation, 


while we could do nothing to annoy our Enemies, nor even 


be provided for our own Defence, but in the moſt open and 
publick Manner. Nay, if our King ſhould at any Time 
get Information of the Deſigns of our Enemies, he would 
be obliged to diſcover to this Houſe, that is to fay, he 
would be obliged to tell our Enemies, from whom he had 
that Information, and on ſuch a Suppoſition tis certain 10 
Information would ever be given to us; we could never 
know any Thing of the ſecret Deſigns of our Enemies, till 
the very Moment of their Execution ; and therefore we 
muſt conclude, that ſuch a Maxim in this Houſe would be 
:bſolutely inconſiſtent with the Safety of our Country. For 
is Reaſon we muſt, in the preſent Caſe, and in all ſuch 
Caſes, take the Argument entirely from what avpears in his 

Majeſty's 
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Upon this 
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diſcovered ; but his Majeſty, by offering to interpoſe his 
good Offices, has taken the moſt effectual Method for diſco- 


vering the ſecret Views of all the Parties concerned; and 


if, by the Interpoſition of his good Offices he ſhould diſ- 
cover, that either of the Parties engaged in War will ac- 


cept of no reaſonable Terms, we may from thence conclude, 


that the Affair of Poland was not the only and real Motive 
for the War; but that under that Pretence there was a 
Deſign formed to overturn the Balance of Power in Europe; 
in which Caſe we ſhould be obliged, both in Honour and 
Intereſt, as well as by Treaty, not only to take a Share in 
the War, but to join with all our Foree againſt that Party, 

Who we found had formed ſuch a Deſign. 
© In the Formation of every Deſign for overturning the 
Balance of Power in Europe, the Party that forms it muſt 
dot only have great Ambition, but, before he dares attempt 
| £6 


Majeſty's Speech, and from thoſe publick Accounts, which Anne 8. Geo, 11, 
are known to every Gentleman in the Houle. 
| ZFooting, Sir, and upon none other, ſhall I preſume to give 
my Reaſons for agreeing to the Augmentation propoſed ; 
and, indeed, upon this Footing the Reaſons are, in my Opi- 
nion, ſo evident and ſo ſtrong, that there is no Occaſion 
| © for inquiring into any Secrets, in order to find other Rea- 
ſons for our agreeing to this Augmentation. From what 
N has as yet appeared we are not, tis true, obliged to engage 
in the preſent War; for as the Motives, or at leaſt the pre- 
tended Motives of the War, relate entirely to the Affair 
of Poland; and as that is an Affair in which the Intereſt 
of this Nation is no Way concerned, we are not obliged to 
engage in the War upon that Account: The Emperor has, 
indeed, called upon us for the Succours, which he pretends 
are ſtipulated by the "Treaties ſubſiſting between us; but as 
we are not, by any Treaty, engaged to ſupport either one 
Party or the other in Poland, or to ſupport his Imperial 
Majeſty in his Views relating to that Kingdom, therefore 
we do not think ourſelves obliged, by any Treaty ſubſiſting 
between us, to furniſh him with Succours in a War, whic; 
has been occaſioned, as is pretended at leaſt, meerly by the 
» preſent Diſpute about the Election of a King of Poland. 
If we were abſolutely certain, that the Motives aſſigned 
were the real and the only Motives for the preſent War; 
if we had a full Aſſurance that the Parties engaged would 
carry their Views no farther, I ſhould readily grant that 
there would have been no Occaſion for our putting ourſelves 
to any Expence, nor would there be now any Neceſſity for 
the Augmentation propoſed ; but this is what we neither 
| could at the Beginning, nor can yet depend on. Foreign 
| Courts may have ſecret Views which cannot be immediately 
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Anno 8. Geo. 11, to put it in Execution, he muſt have ſome Hopes of Succeſs: | 


173435 | 'The Ambition of our Neighbours, Sir, is what we cannot 
| prevent, but we may, by proper Precautions ſeaſonably taken, 
deprive them of all Hopes of Succeſs ; and by ſo doing we 

ſhall always prevent their attempting to put their Deſign in 
Execution. From this Maxim we may ſee the Wiſdom of? 

the Meaſures taken laſt Year : His Majeſty did not find“ 
himſelf obliged to take any Share in the War, but as the 
Ambition of either of the Parties engaged might at lat“ 
involve this Nation in the War; therefore he offer'd to- 
interpoſe his good Offices for bringing about an Accom- 
modation : Whatever might have been the Views of the? 


. 4 _ 


rr ade FEE BEL roy 


8 
os To, 


Parties engaged at the Beginning of the War, yet upon ſee. 


ing this Nation put itſelf in ſuch a Poſture of Defence, the) 


all thought proper to drop any ambitious Views they might 
then entertain, by accepting of the good Offices his Ma-! 
jeſty had offered: Their ready Compliance in this reſpe&, | 1 
can be attributed to nothing but the Preparations we made 


laſt Year, and the Powers that were granted by laſt Seſſion 
of Parliament to his Majeſty; for by theſe we deprived 
them of all Hopes of ſucceeding in any of their ambitious 


Views. It was this, Sir, that produced an Acceptance of the 3 
good Offices his Majeſty had offered; and if we ſhould 


flacken in our Meaſures, if we ſhould diſcontinue our Pre- 
parations, it would render us deſpicable in the Eyes of 
all the Parties engaged in War, aud would conſequently 


diſappoint the good Effects we have Reaſon to expe MW 


from that Acceptation. Ar the Beginning of laſt Seflion 
it was very well known, that the French were fitting out a 
large Squadron at Breſt, and were providing Tranſport 
and a Land-Army to be ſent along with that Squadron, un- 
der Prentence of relieving Dantzick. In ſuch a Situation, 
Sir, I ſhould have thought thoſe, who had the Honour to 
adviſe the King, very imprudent, or very unfaithful Coun- 
ſellors, if they had not adviſed him to put the Nation im- 
mediately into a State of Defence; for though it was pro- 
bable, neither the French nor any other Power would at- 
tack us while we continue neutral, yet it is certain 1t was 
then, and always will be, very much the French Intereit 
to have this Nation of its Side; and it they had then 
ſeen, or ſhould upon any ſuch Occaſion fee, that it would 
be eaſy to overturn our Government, by our not being ſut- 
ficiently provided for Defence, and could, by overturning 
our Government, get Numbers of this Nation to join with 
them, it would then have been, and always will be, worth 
their while to make the Attempt ; therefore, in order i0 
preſerve the Peace and Quiet of the Nation, we ought al. 
ways to be upon our Guard, and onght to make fore add 
ticue 


F 


ceſs: ; : tional Proviſion for our Defence, when any of our Neigh- Anno 8. ge 11. 


nnot PF bours are fitting out large Squadrons, which may poſlibly be 
ken, made uſe of to attack or invade this Nation. This, Sir, 


g ve was the Reaſon, and this was then, I think, a ſufficient 
zn In FF Reaſon for his Majeſty's deſiring 20,000 Men the laſt 
m of? = Seſſion of Parliament, for Sea Service; but from what 


find) has ſince happen' d, this Reaſon ſeems to have gathered a 
s the little more Weight; for tho' there was no particular Rea- 
t lat“ ſon to ſuſpect, that the French Squadron was deſigned 
d to againſt us, yet there was no other Place in the World for 
com- which it could be deſigned, except Dantzick; and whether 
t the it was deſigned for Dantzick, or not; it is certain it did 


n ſee⸗ E not go to Dantzick ; for we all know it continued at Breſt 
they BY the whole Summer. 
might WE © After the laſt Seſſion of Parliament had agreed to the 


Ma-. 20,000 Seamen deſired by his Majeſty, he had an Account, 


ſpe, IT that beſides the Squadron fitting out at Breſt, both the 


made French and the Spaniards had given Orders for fitting out 
ei:on WAY all their Ships of War, lying in any of their Ports, from 


Drivel WY Toulon round to Breſt ; from whence his Majefty, with 


dito great Reaſon, thought it abſolutely neceſſary to make a far- 
of che ther Addition to his Naval Force; for which Purpoſe he 
ſhould , applied to his Parliament for a Power to do ſo ; and in Pur- 
r Pre. ſuance of the Powers granted him upon that Application, 
yes o The has ſince made an Addition of 7000 Men to the Sea 
gently Service, ſo that our preſent Naval Eſtabliſhment conſiſts 
expect of 27,000 Men; 7000 of which muſt be reduced, if we 
Seilion Wi ſhould agree to grant but 20,000 Seamen for the enſuing 
out a Lear. 1 | 

niport WR © Having thus, Sir, laid the preſent State of our Naval 
n, un. Force before you, let us conſider the preſent State of the 
uation, Affairs of Europe, the Circumſtances our Neighbours are 
our om, and the Circumſtances we are in ourfelves. As to the 
Coun- Wt Affairs of Europe, it is certain they ſeem to be in no leſs 
on im- dangerous State than they were laſt Year ; his Majeſty's 
as pro- good Offices are, indeed, accepted of, but that Acceptation 

ald at. has not as yet produced the wiſh'd-for Effect, nor can it be 


it was 
ntereſt 


expected it ſhould, if his Majeſty ſhould appear to be leſs 


d then WF Was when he made the Offer of his good Offices; we can- 
would not therefore, from the preſent State of the Affairs of Eu- 
ng ſui- Wi fope, draw any Argument for diminiſhing our Naval Force. 


turning Then as to the Circumſtances of our Neighbours, it 1s very 
in witk Wh Certain, that not only all the Ships of War, fitted out either 
worth by the French or Spaniards, are continued in Commiſſion; 


rder i0 but both theſe Nations are with the utmoſt Application re- 


pht 21 building and repairing every Ship of Force they have in 
e add heir Dominions, and are beſides building new Ships of 
tional Vo I. IV. D War 


powerful when he comes to offer Terms of Peace, than he 
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dune . geg u. War as faſt as they can; from whence I think it is evident, on 
that inſtead of making any Reduction of the Naval Force en 


we had laſt Vear, we ought to make ſome Addition, and 
the Addition propoſed, which is properly but 3000 Men, 
is, in my Opinion, the leaſt that can be thought of. 
This, Sir, muſt be thought ſtill more reaſonable, if we 
conſider our own particular Circumſtances, and the Difficulty 
there is of getting our Seamen together after they are once 
diſperſed. In Countries where abſolute and arbitrary G-. 
vernment prevails, they have all their Seamen regiſtered, 
and they always know where they may find them when they 
have Occaſion for them: Their Seamen, as well as all their 
other Subjects, are under a Sort of martial Diſcipline, they 
cannot abſent themſelves without a Furlough, and they mult 
remain abſent no longer than their Furlough gives them 
Leave; by which Means the Government always knows 
what Number they may depend on upon any Emergency. 
But in this happy Country, where every private Man enjoys 
his full Liberty, we cannot command our Seamen to flay 
at Home, nor can we call them Home when we have a 
Mind ; for, notwithſtanding the Difficulties which every one 
knows we found laſt Summer, to man the Fleet then fitted 
out, yet it was computed there were at leaſt 11,000 Britiſh 
Sailors employed all laſt Summer, on Board of Britiſh Ships 
in the Service of Foreigners, either as Tranſports or as 
trading Ships. In this Country we never have any way 
providing Sailors for our Fleet, upon any ſudden Emergen— 
cy, but by preſſing thoſe Seamen we find by Chance at 
Home, or upon our own Coaſts ; and this Method 1s always 
attended with ſo many Inconveniencies, that, in order to 
prevent our being at any Time reduced to that Neceſiity, 
every Man who has a due Regard to the Liberty and the 
Happineſs of the Subject muſt agree, that we ought, upon 
every Occaſion, to begin early to provide againſt any Danger 
we think we have Reaſon to apprehend. | 
II all the Meaſures we have hitherto taken, relating to 
the preſent War, our ancient and natural Allies, the Dutch, 
have cordially joined with us in every Thing : They joined 
heartily with his Majeſty, in offering their good Offices for 
compoſing the preſent unhappy Differences in Europe, and 
they have likewiſe joined with his Majeſty in concerting à 
proper Plan for a Pacification. It may perhaps be inſinuat- 
ed, that they have put themſelves to no Expence on ac- 
count of the preſent War; but this is neither a juſt nor 2 
true Inſinuation; for it is very well known, that before this 
War broke out, they had reſolved to have made a very con- 
ſiderable Reduction of their Land-Forces. Every one 


knows, that ſoon after the Peace of Utrecht they reduced. 
ther 


. 


their Army to 32,000 Men, and for ſeveral Years after they es Geo. I.. 


ent, * kept it at that Number; but upon a Change which hap- 


orce BY pened in the Affairs of Europe, they augmented it again to 
and vs, ooo Men, and at that Time we likewiſe found it neceſ- 
len, ſary to increaſe our Army to 25,000 Men. The War with 


which Europe was then threatened was happily prevented 
we BE and as ſoon as it was, we immediately began to reduce our 


ulty F Army; we reduced at firſt 5000, and ſoon after 3000, of 
once Bl the N umber we had increaſed it to; but the Dutch made at 
Go⸗ that Time no Reduction; they never thought of making 


ered, any Reduction till the very Year before the preſent War 
they broke out; then indeed, a Reſolution was actually taken in 


their WY ſome of the Provinces to reduce 10,000, and that was ſoon 


they 5 to have been followed by the Reduction of another 10, ooo, 
mut in order to have brought their Army to its former Standard 
them of 32,000 Men; and both theſe Reductions have been put off, 


nous meerly on account of the preſent War: So that, to ſpeak 
bench. Wh properly, they have put themſelves to the Expence of main- 
£107 WE taining 20,000 Men ever ſince the War began; and there- 
) ſtay fore it is not to be wonder'd if they have made no Addition 
1ave to their Fleet, eſpecially if we conſider, that they are in no 
Nu Danger of being attacked by Sea, and the bad Condition 


their Navy happens to be in at preſent, which is occaſioned 
by the vaſt Expence they were put to during the late War, 
in which they were obliged to maintain a much greater 
Number of Land-Forces than we maintained, and were far- 
ther obliged to be at the Expence of all the Sieges that were 
undertaken during the War. Hf 
The Dutch, tis true, Sir, concluded a Treaty of Neu- 


Britiſh 
Ships 
or as 
ay of 
ergen- 
nce al 


always trality with France, with regard to the Auſtrian Nether- 
—_ a lands; but it is not from thence to be concluded, that they 
_ ” are engaged in any Intereſt ſeparate from us. They were no 
in 


way concerned in the Affair of Poland, no more than we; 


„ upon if their Barrier was ſecured, and the Balance of Power not 
Danger i brought in any Danger, they had good Reaſonto think 


: themſelves no way concerned in the War ; the firſt they 
ting to provided for by their Treaty of Neutrality, and the laſt 
Dutch, could be in no Danger, as long as the Parties engaged in 
7 Joune War confined their Views to what they then publickly de- 
Aces * clared ; but if either of them ſhould begin to extend their 
pe, an Views, and thereby bring the Balance of Power into Dar- 


erting 3 Wl ver, the Dutch would be then at Liberty, and would ge 


nfinuat- BY tainly do what was incumbent upon them in ſuch a Con- 
on 2c" Wl junfture ; and till that Conjuncture happens, we can have 
it nor no more Concern in the War than they: Nay farther, 


fore bay in the concluding of that Treaty of Neutrality, fo careſu! 
ery CO were the Dutch to preſerve to themſelves a Liberty of do- 


2 e | , 
wy, ing afterwards what they ſhould find proper; that by ar: 


their 


2 exprel> 
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Anno 8. Geo. II. Expreſs Proviſion in the Treaty, they have reſerved to them. 


3 ſelves a Power of ſending the ſtipulated Succours to the Ppeec 
Emperor, in caſe they ſhould find it neceſſary ſo to do. nny v 

Thus, Sir, it appears that the Dutch are ſo far from Pence 

having fallen into any Meaſures ſeparate from us, that they Ppeec 

have continued a heavy Charge upon themſelves, in order to ny g 

be ready to join with us in any Meaſure that may hereafter Office 

appear neceſſary, for preſerving the Balance of Power in thoſe 

Europe; and for that Reaſon, as well as a great many others, Piſpi 

J think it is incumbent upon us to put ourſelves in ſuch a Where 
Condition, as may enahle us to act that Part which Great Bri- any 8 

tain ought to undertake, in the glorious Cauſe of preſervi ing < 7 

and ſecuring the Liberties of Europe.“ Acco 

In Oppoſition to the above Motion, and to ſhew the Suf- gers; 

Sir J. Barnard, ficiency of 20,000 Men for the Sea-Service, Sir John Bar. I mu 
Sir IV. Wyndham, nard, Sir William Wyndham, Mr William Pulteney, Sir Jo. 20, oc 
Sir] ey. ſeph Jekyll, and Mr Willimot, Member for London, urged this Þ 
Mr Witimet, lowing Arguments, whom 
Mr Speaker, engag 

© ] believe it was never - pretended to be laid down as {Manſult 

a Maxim in this Houſe, that, in order to induce us to agree have 

; to the Demands made by the Crown, the King was o- have 
bliged to diſcloſe to us all the Secrets of his Government; {had th 

but when we are to lay heavy Taxes upon the People we Fand 
repreſent, I muſt think ſome other Reaſons ought to be given Hering 

us than thoſe we meet with in Publick Gazettes, and com- ſind co 

mon News-Papers ; ſuch Accounts I ſhall always think be- che pre 

low the Notice of a Britiſh Houſe of Commons; but fince Would 

we have at preſent none other before us, I ſhall condeſcend, Squad 

or rather beg Leave, to argue from ſuch Informations, as I5 Reg 

well as the Gentlemen who ſeem to differ from me in Opi- Wt, the 

nion: However, I hope this Practice will not be drawn into INatior 
Precedent, for I ſhall always think it inconſiſtent with the {MWwere d 

Honour of this Houſe, and with the Duty we owe to our Nwithou 
Conſtituents 3 we ought never to ground our Opinions upon ſting | 

any Informations, but ſuch as we receive directly from the Nen ſuc 

Throne, or ſuch as are laid before us in the moſt ſolemn Man- Houſe 
ner; and if in any Caſe we ought to be cautious in this rer ex 
Reſpect, it ought ſurely to be in Matters, which may any {We nos 
way relate to the loading the Subject with Taxes. Bu 
As no Account has been laid before us of any of our late that P 
reaties or Negotiations; as we have had no Account how "an E 

ibis Nation ſtands engaged, with Reſpect to either of the boned. 
Paris now at War, it is certain, that the Argument now bled 
hefore us mult. be taken up intirely upon the Footing of his hat tr: 
— s Speech, and of thoſe publick Accounts, which {Mbaordi1 
ery Man 5 who is a Member of any Coffee-houſe ain. 
Club, as well as every Cs who has the Honour to I breſt F 


be 


hem. 1 

the Ppeech, we there find that he has not yet engaged himſelf 
)J. ny way but by his good Offices, for reconciling the Diffe- 
from pences at preſent ſubſiſting in Europe: From his Majefty's 
they peech it Cannot therefore be pretended, that we are now in 
ler to ny greater Danger than we were laſt Year, unleſs theſe good 


after Offices have been employed in ſuch a blundering way, by 


er in thoſe his Majeſty has entruſted, as to make us Parties in the 
thers, | Diſpute, which I hope no Man in the leaſt ſuſpects; and 
ich a therefore, from his Majeſty's Speech, there cannot be drawn 
it Bri- Þ any Show of an Argument for the Augmentation propoſed. 

rving iT 
Accounts we have from publick Gazettes and News. mon- 
> Suf- gers; and if any Credit can be given to ſuch Informations, 
1 Bar- I muſt now think, as indeed I have always thought, that 
ir Jo- 20, ooo Seamen were more than ſufficient for the Service of 
urged this Nation laſt Vear; for, conſidering that thoſe from 


engaged in War, it could not be ſuppoſed that they would 


vn as inſult or invade us, unleſs they had found that we were to 
agree have engaged againſt them. I ſhall grant, that it would 
„as o- have been very much for the Intereſt of France to have 


had this Nation join with them ; but conſidering the great 
Standing Army we then had in Britain and Ireland, conſi- 


by 


dering the Number of Ships we then had in Commiſſion, 


nent ; 
le we 
given 


Com- 


1k be- 


7 


ms 


WT 


end conſidering how generally well affected this Nation is to 
the preſent happy Eſtabliſn ment, can we ſuppoſe that France 


t ſince Would have attempted to overturn our Government with a 
ſcend, Squadron of 18 or 20 Men of War, and an Army of 4 or 
ns, as Regiments; when by making ſuch Attempt, and failing in 
1 Opi- it, they would have drawn the higheſt Reſentment of this 
n into Nation upon themſelves ; and that at a Time when th 

th the Nyvere deeply engaged in War with another Power, and when 
to our Nwithout ſuch a Provocation they had, in all Appearance, no- 
; upon thing to fear from this Nation? Apprehenſions founded up- 
m the Nen ſuch odd Suppoſitions can never be wanting; and if this 


Houſe ſhould give way to ſuch Apprehenſions, we muſt ne- 
ver expect to be relieved from the Load of Debts and Taxes 
we now groan under. EEO 

But, Sir, we had the laſt Year ſo little Reaſon to fear 
that France had any Deſign againſt us, that it was certain, 
their Fleet which was fitted out at Breſt, was at firſt de- 
l>ned for the Relief of Dantzick, and would probably have 
ſailed thither time enough to have prevented the Ruin of 


Man- 
n this 
Ly any 


ar late 
it how 
of the 
t now 


of his ¶ chat trading Proteſtant City, if it had not been for our ex- 
which {M'ordinary, and, I think, unneceſſary Armaments in Bri- 


tan. The honourable Gentleman took Notice, that the 
reſt Fleet did not go to Dantzick, and ſeemed from thence 
0 


-houlſe 
our to 


be 


The Argument then, Sir, muſt reſt wholly upon the 


whom we have any thing to fear by Sea, were then deeply 


de a Member of this Houſe. If we look into his Majeſty's anno 8. Geo. II. 
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to inſinuate, that it was deſigned againft this Country, f 


the Deſign had not been prevented by our Preparations ; | ; 1 
but it is very well known, that it was our Preparations that MRcontil 
prevented that Fleet's failing to Dantzick, as it was really rely 
deſigned ; it is very well known, that Spain imagined cur | the © 
Fleet was deſigned for the Mediterranean, in order to pre-. miſlec 
vent their Expedition againſt Naples and Sicily, and there. Squa- 


fore they inſiſted upon it, that the French Fleet ſhould any © 
remain at Breſt, in order to watch the Motions of the Fleet eut a 
we were fitting out. This, Sir, was, I believe, the true inge 
and the only Reaſon why that Fleet did not fail to the Re. N appre 
lief of Dantzick ; but this was not the only Effect of our cauſe 
voting 20,000 Men for Sea-Service : Neither France nor Wit® La 
Spain could imagine, nor could they, I think, have any They 
Reaſon to imagine, that we were putting ourſelves to ſuch a Peame 
vaſt Expence, for no other End but to make a Show at Stea 
| Spithead or in the Downs ; they both began very reaſonably et p 
to ſyſpe&, that we had ſome Deſign againſt them; and, up- but A 
on this Account they both began to add to their Naval Pre-. Mean ſe 
parations : This again we find, increaſed our Jealouſies and actual 
Fears, and produced that memorable Vote of Credit, with War 
which the laſt Parliament, I may ſay, expired; and, in Pur- Land- 
ſuance of that Vote of Credit, we are now told, this Nation Pailing 
has been charged with maintaining 7000 idle Seamen, beſides Ml Coaſte 
the 20, ooo voted laſt Seſſion of Parliament: Thus one unne— 
ceſſary Expence produc'd another, and both are now join'd to- 
gether, not only to be continu'd, but alſo to produce a third. 
* However, Sir, though I am ſtill of Opinion, that 20,000 
Men was a Number much greater than was neceſſary for the 


Service of laſt Year, yet I ſhall not propoſe to leſſen that * W 
Number for the Year enſuing ; but I am really ſurpriſed to Wl? the 
hear an Augmentation of one half of that Number called {MW that 
for, and that without his Majeſty's having ſignified to us, determ 
either in his Speech or by a particular Meſſage, that ſome of the 
Deſigns were hatching againſt this Nation in particular, or ae tO 
againſt the Liberties of Europe in general. His Majeſty ceded 
having made an Addition laſt Year of 5000 Men, by Vir- eror a 
tue of the Powers granted to him laſt Sefſicn of Parliament, And ev 
cannot be ary Argument with me, as a Member of this redit 
Houſe, for continuing that Number, unleſs his Majeſty had If our 
been pleaſed to communicate his Reaſon for making that r 1 1 
Addition: As his Majeſty has not been pleaſed to do ſo, ate Kit 
and as | am of Opinion that 20,000 was too great a Number, r two 
_ I mutt conſequently be more ſtrongly convinced that 27,000 We wer, 
was too great 3 Number; and as I cannot ſee that we are rom. 
in any greater Danger this Year than we were the tait, . of 
muſt therefore be againſt loading my Conſtituents with maiu- = An 
taining that additional Number for the Year enſuing. 8 2 he 
4 11a 


1 


1 
It may be true, that the French and Spaniards have Anno 3. Geo. 1t, 

continued their Ships of War in Commiſſion ; but if we can C ,23%35: 

rely upon publick News-Papers, and theſe, it ſeems, are 

the only Accounts we are to have, the French have dif- 

z miſſed all or moſt of the Seamen belonging to their Breſt | 

Squadron; and neither they nor the Spaniards are making | 

any extraordinary Naval Preparations, nor are they fittin 

out any conſiderable Squadron at any Port in either of thoſe 

Kingdoms; ſo that we have this Year really leſs Reaſon to 


true 


Ne. Y apprehend any Danger by Sea, than we had the laſt ; be- 


cauſe it cannot now be ſaid, that a foreign Squadron, with 


a Land-Army on Board, is to paſs by our very Doors: 


e nor 

ary +1 They may perhaps have a little more Command over their 
cha Seamen than we have, tho' I cannot allow they have 
at a great deal, conſidering our Method of Preſſing; but it is 
nably not poſſible for both theſe Nations joined together, to fit 
, up- out a Fleet, ſuddenly and privately, ſtronger than any we 
Pre. Mean ſend againſt it, as long as we have 20, ooo Seamen in 
s and actual Service; for it is very well known that if a Man of 

with War has two Thirds Sailors on Board, and another Third 
\ Pur. Ml Land-Men, ſhe is always ſufficiently manned, either for 
Fation Sailing or Fighting; ſo that from a hot Preſs among our 


Coaſters, Colliers and Inland Trade, we could in a very 


zefides WE : 
few Days increaſe the Number of Men on Board our Ships 


unne- | 
44 to- ſof War to 40,000 at leaſt, which is a greater Number than 
third, Ne ever had Occaſion for during the laſt heavy War, 32,000 
0,000 Seamen and 8000 Marines being the greateſt Number that 
for the as ever provided in any one Vear during that War. 
on that * Whether the Motives for the preſent War relate entirely 


to the Affair of Poland, or whether we had any Concern 
pn that Affair, is what I ſhall not, Sir, take upon me to 
determine; but I think it is pretty plain, that the Motives 


iſed to 
called 


to Us, - 

6 Gain of the Kings of Spain and Sardinia could not any way re- 
lar, or e, to the Affair of Poland; their Motives certainly pro- 
Majeſty ceded chiefly from ſome late Tranſactions between the Em- 
y Vir and them, in which, I believe, we had ſome Concern : 


And even with reſpe& to the Affair of Poland, if we give 


jament, . 

of this redit to common Reports, which are the only Grounds 

ſty had pt our preſent Debate, we had ſome Concern in that too; 

1g that lor it has been confidently reported, that when Augultus, 

0 ſo, te King of Poland, was firſt taken ill, which was a Year 

amber, or two before his Death, the French Court, with which 

27,000 We were then in very good Terms, deſired to know of us, 
- we are Whom we inclined to have for Succeſſor to Auguſtus, as 

e lait, | King of Poland; that we did not then give them any poſi- 

h man- Ne Anſwer, but told them negatively, we did not incline 

5 that any German Prince ſhould be raifed to that Dignicy ; | 
d that ſome Time after there were poſitive Inſtructions 


lent 


\ 


( 32 ) 


Anno 8. Ceo, u. ſent to our Miniſter in Poland, to co-operate with the French 
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Miniſter, in bringing about the Election of King Staniſlaus 
This, Sir, is only a common Report, and therefore I ſhall 


not take upon me to aver the Truth of it; but as the 
Letters and Inſtructions ſent upon that Occaſion to our Mi-. 
niſter in Poland, were moved for in laſt Parliament, tho' 2 
Negative was then put upon it, I hope it will hereafter be 
complied with, in order to clear our Conduct from that 
Imputation. 2 

To deprive our Neighbours of all Hopes of Succeſs in 
any of their ambitious Views, is, without doubt, the moſt 
effectual Way to prevent their forming any ſuch, or at leaſt 3 
their attempting to put them in Execution; but how is this 


1 
1 
BR. 


5 «#3 
Mx 
* 


to be done, Sir? It is to be done by a wiſe and frugal Ma- Y 


nagement of our Affairs in Times of no Danger, by avoid- ® 
ing all Occaſions of needleſs Expence, and by reſerving our 


whole Strength for the Day of real Danger : Our Ships of 


War may ſoon be fitted out, our Armies may ſoon be raiſed | 
and brought into the Field, if we have but Money enough | 7 
for theſe Purpoſes z but if we have thrown away our Money | 
upon idle and unneceſſary Armaments ; if, by vain Fes 

and ridiculous Apprehenſions. we have run ourſelves in Debt, 
or neglected to clear thoſe Mortgages our former Misfor- | 
tunes had ſubjected us to, our ambitious Neighbours will 
look upon us with Contempt, and will certainly conclude, | 
that it is not in our Power to put a Stop to their ambitious | 
Deſigns. In this View, Sir, is it not evident, that the 


more Money we ſpend in unneceſſary Armaments, and be- 


fore the Danger calls upon us, the leſs able we ſhall be to 3 
_ deprive our Neighbours of the Hopes of Succeſs in any off 


their ambitious Projects? Neither this Nation nor the Li- | # 
berties of Europe are, at preſent, in any apparent and im- 
mediate Danger, but a Time may come, a Conjuncture ma 
happen, when we, and perhaps the greateſt Part of the 
World, will be neceſſarily involved in a moſt dangerous and 
a moſt bloody War: If the preſent Emperor ſhould die be-“ 
fore the Affairs of Germany are fully ſettled, may not every Þ* 
Gentleman foreſee what muſt be the Conſequences ? The 


Princes of the Empire all tearing one another to Pieces, 
and every one of its Neighbours endeavouring to take hold 


of ſome Part of the Auſtrian Dominions : The Turks at- 


tacking it on one Side, the French attacking it on the other, 
and the Balance of Power in Danger of being loſt, let what- 


ever Side be the Conqueror. This, Sir, is an Event that 


may happen, I hope it never will, but as it is poſſible, we 
ought to provide againft it; and for that Reaſon we ought 
not to exhauſt the Money and the Strength of the Nation 
in needleſs Expences or unneceſſary Equipments: Whereas 

| we 


—— g 


r W 
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3 we ſeem to be purſuing à quite contrary Meaſure. Tho! it anno 8. Geo. 11. 

zus de now, with reſpect to this Nation, a Time of profound 
Peace and Tranquility, yet I reckon our Expences for next 


the | year will amount to three or four Millions, which is a moſt 
Mi- prodigious Expence, a greater Expence than the Nation was 
102 put to in any one Vear of that heavy War in King William's 
r be Reign; for the Expences of that War never exceeded three 
that Millions a Vear: And even during the War in Queen Anne's 
N Reign, that War which proved ſo glorious to this Nation, 
ſs in and ſo beneficial to every one of our Allies, there never was 
moſt a greater Number of Seamen provided for by Parliament, 
leaſt than what is now propoſed in a Time of profound Peace: 
this For 30,000 Seamen, and 8000 Marines was, as I have al- 
Ma- | ready taken Notice, the greateſt Number that was provided 
void- for by Parliament, in any one Year of that glorious and 
u ſucceſsful War. 7 | 
ps of | 0 pretend, Sir, that the Preparations we made laſt Year, 
aiſed | or the Powers granted the laſt Seſſion of Parliament to his Ma- 
ough | jeſty, produced the Acceptation of our good Offices, is ſome- 
oney thing very ſurprizing, eſpecially when we conſider what Sort 
Fears of an Acceptation we have been favoured with : The Em- 
Det, | peror has accepted of our good Offices under this expreſs 
15for- P28 Proviſion, that his Acceptance ſhould not be looked on as a 
s will '2 paſſing from thoſe Succours, which he inſiſted on we were 
-lude, | obliged to furniſh him, by the Treaties now ſubſiſting be- 
it1013 | IF tween us: And the Allies have likewiſe made their Accep- 
t the | tation conditional; for they have accepted of our good Offi- 
d be- | MF ces under this expreſs Condition, that we ſhould continue 
be to. | neutral, with reſpect to the preſent Diſputes between them 
ny of | and the Emperor. Can it be imagined that warlike Prepa- 
ie Li- rations were neceſſary, or that extraordinary Powers granted 
d im- by Parliament were neceſſary, for producing ſuch limited 


e may FR Acceptations ? Can any Man doubt but that we ſhould have 
f the obtained ſach an Acceptation of our good Offices, tho” no 
is and PR fuch Preparations had ever been made, tho' no ſuch Powers 
ie be. had ever been granted? But even ſuppoſing that this Ac- 
ever BF Ceptation was produced by the warlike Preparations we made 
The lat Year, muſt not every Man agree, that this conditional 
jeces, limited Acceptation has coſt us a terrible Price, when he 
e hold Je conſiders, that it has coſt this Nation at leaſt a Million Ster- 
ks at- ling: And if the Plan we are to offer, in Purſuance of this 


other, Acceptation, ſhould at laſt be rejected, what Benefit, what 
what- Honour can we-receive from the Expences we have put our- 
t that ſelves to? | 
le, we For our Encouragement to go on with theſe peaceful 
ought Preparations, we are told, Sir, that the Dutch have joined 
Nation cordially with us in all our Meafures : This Aſſertion, 
hereas Sir, I am ſurpriz'd at; it really amazes me. How far 
we? Vo L. IV. | they 


Anno 8. Geo. II. 
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they have joined with us in the Tender of good Offices, or th 
in concerting a Plan for a Pacification, I ſhall not pretend to x &P 
determine: In this they may perhaps have complimented us Kir 


a little, becauſe it coſt them nothing; and they may eaſily 


excuſe themſelves in caſe the Plan ſhould prove diſagreeable © : 
to either of the Parties concerned; but that they have put Wer 
themſelves to the ſame Expence we have done, or that they 3 
have put themſelves to any Expence on account of the pre- gy 
ſent War, cannot ſurely with any Juſtice be pretended. To 05 
tell us, that juſt before the War broke out, one, or perhaps eg 
two, of the ſeven united Provinces had come to a Reſolution,, "hy 
to reduce 10,000 Men, and to conclude from thence that rp 
20,000 would certainly have been reduced, if the War had 3 
not broke out, muſt appear to be a very extraordinary Sort rh | 
of Reaſoning to every Man who underſtands any Thing of f f 
the Conſtitution of that Republick : By their Conſtitution, 11 
every one of the ſeven Provinces muſt have conſented, before had 
that Reſolution could have taken Effect; and tho' the Inte- _ c 
rior Provinces, who lie remote from Danger, were perhaps vn 
for that Reduction, yet the Frontier Provinces, whoſe only ua 
Defence againſt ſudden Invaſions confiſts in the Multitude of WF Safe 8 
their fortified Towns, the Strength of their Fortifications, I | 7 
and the Numbers of Men in the ſeveral Garriſons, would 5 vote 
never have conſented to ſuch a Reduction; ſo that the Reſo- We belle 
lution taken by one Province would probably have been of the Þ, 
no Effect, even as to the 10,000 ; but to argue from thence, with a 
that they would certainly have reduced another 10,000, is ER 8 | 
really ſuch Reaſoning as I am amazed to hear in this Houſe : We 47 T 


It really looks as it ſome Gentlemen thought, we wanted Dutch 


only a Pretence for agreeing to what they have a Mind to War 


propoſe . | was pl 
Ti true the Dutch did, immediately after the Peace of 8 a 
Utrecht, reduce their Army to about 32,000 Men; but at OO 
that Time they knew, that all the Kingdoms and States in nog 


Europe were ſick of War; they could eaſily foreſee, or at tral 
leaſt they thought ſo, that there was not the leaſt Danger of : Ys 


any Rupture for ſeveral Years to come; and therefore their WW. Ach 


Frontier Provinces then eaſily conſented to that great Re- ed 8 
duction: But conſidering the vaſt extenſive Frontier they have th * 
to guard, and the Multitude of Garriſons they are obliged to 28 
keep in their own Frontier Towns, as well as in the Barrier- W 
Towns they have in the Auſtrian Netherlands, ſuch a ſmall te Ty 


Number of regular Troops is almoſt at all 'Times inconſiſtent . _ 
with the Safety of their State ; and moreover it is, and al- by ye 
ways was, inconſiſtent with, and contrary to, the Treaties 8 me 
and Alliances they have both with the Emperor and us. ber 
Accordingly, both the Emperor and we complained heavily - wh 


at that Time of the great Reduction they had made; ef were ſo 


EZ us the 
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for upon the Rebellion, which broke out ſoon after in this 


Kingdom, it is well known that the Dutch could not ſend 
A Quota of Troops which, upon that Occaſion, they 
were obliged by Treaty to ſend us, till we got Troops 
ma rched down from Germany to replace their Troops, be- 
fore a Man of them could ſtir out of the Garriſon he belong'd 
to: Nay farther, Sir, it is very well known, that the Em- 


peror, by Treaty, pays them yearly 5 or 600,000 Crowns 


eaties 
id us. 
eavily 
; and 


this 


out of the firſt and readieſt of his Revenues in the Nether- 
lands; in order to enable them to maintain their Barrier, 
and to keep at all Times a ſufficient Body of Troops in their 
Service; io that if they ſhould make any great Reduction in 
their Army, the Emperor would have very good Reaſon to 
ſtop the Payment of that Subſidy. | 


* Upon the Whole we muſt conclude, that if the Dutch 


had made any Reduction in their Army, and much more the 
two Reductions talked of by the honourable Gentleman, 
they would have acted contrary to the Treaties ſubſiſting be- 
& tween them and their Allies, and inconſiſtently with the 
& Safety of their Country; therefore we ought certainly to 
© preſume that all the ſeven Provinces would never have con- 
& ſented to it, tho no War had broke out; and I am apt to 
believe the Reſolution talked of, which was a Reſolution of 
the Province of Holland only, was a Piece of meer Policy, 
| 3 any Deſign that the Reſolution ſhould actually take 
Effect. 5 


* Thus, Sir, I have, I think, made it evident, that the 


| Dutch have put themſelves to no Expence on account of the 
War, no, not even in the Senſe the honourable Gentleman 


was pleaſed to inſiſt on; and indeed they have not, of late, 


| ſeemed to join cordially with us in any Thing but gocd Offi- 
| ces, which they are ſure can neither put them to any Ex- 


pence, nor do them any other Injury. Their Treaty of Neu- 


| trality, it is certain, they concerted and concluded without 


our Participation; and, I believe, without our Privity ; 
and tho' they have reſerved a Power of ſending the ſtipulat- 
ed Succours to the Emperor, yet that does not much alter 
the Caſe, if we conſider what is meant by tttſe Succours. 
The Succours there meant are thoſe ſtipulated by the 
late Treaty of Vienna, in which we, tis true, got them 
named principal contracting Parties; but this to me ſeems 


to have been nothing but a poor Expedient, contrived by 


ſome of the Miniſters concerned in that Negotiation, on 
Purpoſe to make the World believe, that we did nothing 
but in Concert with our ancient and natural Allies the Dutch : 


For in the negotiating and concluding of that Treaty, they 


were ſo far from acting cordially, or in Concert with us, that 
E 2 - ng after 


2 this Nation in particular had like to have ſuffered by it; Aue 8, Geo. It, 
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Anno B. Ceo. II. after we had gone at once over Head and Ears into tha 
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Treaty; and had thereby obliged ourſelves to guaranty the 
Pragmatick Sanction, totis wiribus, it was with great Difh- 
culty they were, after a long Negotiation, brought in to ac- 
cede to that Treaty, tho' we had then a noble Lord at the 
Hague as our Miniſter, who was as able a Miniſter, and as 
good a Negotiator as any we ever had in any Part of Eu- 
rope: And even at laſt they were very far from coming 
plumb into that Treaty or Guaranty; for the Succours they 
then ſtipulated were then limited to 4000 Foot and 1000 
Horſe, or a Number of Ships in Proportion to that Number 
of Troops, at their own Option; ſo that we may believe 
the French gave themſelves very little Trouble about admit- 
ting that Reſerve in the Treaty of Neutrality, afterwards 
concluded between them and the Dutch. | 1 
Nay, farther, Sir, notwithſtanding this limited Manner p 2 
of the Dutch Acceſſion to the Treaty of Vienna, yet ſo |? 
clearly did they foreſee the Conſequences of that Treaty; 
that the very next Day after the Acceſſion was ſigned, their 
Penſionary came to that noble Lord, who was then, as I have 
ſaid, our Miniſter at the Hague, and propoſed to him, to 
enter with us into a Treaty of Neutrality, not only with 
reſpe& to Flanders, but alſo with reſpect to ſeveral other 
Countries in Europe, about which Diſputes might ariſe, 
And, I ſuppoſe, upon our neglecting or refuſing that Propo- 
ſition, they afterwards refolved upon the Treaty of Neutra- 
lity with France, and concluded it without letting us into 
the Secret. Thus, Sir, the Dutch have, in all their late 
Negotiations, taken particular Care of their own Security, 
without raſhly diſobliging any Power in Europe ; whereas 
we, by our haſty and inconſiderate Concluſion of the Treaty 
of Hanover, and the Meaſures thereafter purſued, diſobli- 
ged both the Emperor and Spain, without gaining one Ad- 
yantage to ourſelves. By the Treaty of Seville, by which 
we endeavoured to reconcile ourſelves to Spain, we ſtill far- 
ther diſobliged the Emperor, without obtaining any Advan- 
tage to ourſelves, or even Satisfaction from Spain for the 
Depredations committed upon us. And by the Treaty of Vi- 
enna we again diſobliged Spain, and highly affronted France, 
ſtill without obtaining any Advantage for this Nation, but 
on the contrary engaging in a very dangerous Guarantee 
This, indeed, neither France nor any other Power had Rea- 
ſon to be angry at, but France had ſome Reaſon to be at- 
fronted at the Manner in which it was done ; becauſe by the 
Treaty of Hanover, in which France and we were the two 
principal contracting Parties, both were expreſly obliged to 


enter into no Negotiation or 'Treaty, without communicat- 
ing the fame to the other. 


From 


(39 


From what the honourable Gentleman ſaid, about our Anne 2. Geo. K. 


having reduced $000 Men out of the 26,000 our Army was 
increaſed to after the late famous Treaty of Hanover, he 
ſeems to think, that this Nation is always to be loaded with 
an Army of 18,000 at leaſt, even in the Times of the greateſt 
Tranquility. But I muſt beg his Pardon for obſerving, that 
in a Time of profound 'Tranquility, an Army of 7 or 8000 
Men is not only ſufficient, but as great as ought to be kept up 
in this Nation, if we have a Mind to preſerve our Liberties ; 
and therefore I muſt conclude, that if this War had not 
broke out, we ſhould certainly have reduced 10,000 of our 
regular Troops lail Year : For it is as much inconſiſtent with 
the Safety of this Nation to keep up more than 8000 in Time 


of Peace, as it is inconſiſtent with the Safety of the Dutch 


to keep leſs than | front ; becauſe we have no Frontier to 
defend, nor any Garriſon to ſupport : There can be no Rea- 
ſon aſſigned for our keeping up any greater Number in Time 


of Peace, unleſs it be to ſupport a hated Miniſter againſt the 


Reſentments of an injured People, which I hope will never 


be the Caſe of this Nation: But if ever it ſhould, I am ſure 


it would then be ridiculous to call ourſelves a free People. 


In this View, Sir, let us conſider the Charges we have been 


at on account of the preſent War; we have been at the 
Charge of this 10,000 Land-Forces, which we might other- 
wiſe have reduced'; we have been at the Charge of 6 or 
7000 Land-Forces which have been added to our former 


Number; and if we have at preſent 27,000 Seamen in our 


Pay, we have been at the Charge of adding no leſs than 


19,000 Men to our Naval Force. So that if it were true, 
that the Dutch have kept up 20,000 Men, which they in- 


tended to have reduced, yet the Expence they have been 


at would not be equal to what we have been at, nor could it 


be any Argument for the Augmentation now propoſed ; be- 


Cauſe it is not ſo much as pretended, that the Dutch intend | 


to put themſelves ro any greater Charge for the Year enſu- 


ing, than they were at in the Year paſt : And therefore I 


mult think the honourable Gentlemen, who are for the Aug- 


mentation propoſed, would have done better not to have 


mentioned the Dutch in this Day's Debate; for let them 
put the Conduct of the Dutch in what Light they will, it 
can no way anſwer the preſent Purpoſe. 5 

As for that material Queſtion, Whether or no we ought 


to engage in the preſent War? It is indeed a material Que- 


ſtion; but, Sir, it is a Queſtion which no Gentleman in this 

Houſe, nor any Man in the Nation can anſwer, without be- 

ing let into the Secret of all our late Treaties and Negotia- 

tions. Thus much I ſhall ſay, that conſidering the melan- 

holy Situation of this Country, the great Load of * 
| | : an 
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a:no 8. Geo. 11. and the heavy Taxes we already groan under, it is certain 


we ought not to involve ourſelves in War, but in a Caſe of 
the extremeſt Neceſſity; and 'till that happens I am very 
ſure, that every Article of Expence ought to be moſt cauti- 
ouſly avoided, that we may be the more able to ſupport a 
War, when fatal Neceſſity drives us into it whether we will 
or no. If neither the Liberties of Europe in general, nor the 
Intereſt of this Nation in particular, be in Danger by the 


preſent War, we have already gone too far; for, beſides the 
great Expence we have put ourſelves to, the great Prepara- 


tions we have made may diſappoint and prevent the EffeQ of 
thoſe good Offices, his Majeſty is employing for reſtoring the 
Peace of Europe ; becauſe they may give one Side Reaſon 


to hope that we are to join with them, which will of courſe 


prevent their hearkening to thoſe Terms of Peace they would 
otherwiſe have been glad to have accepted of ; or they may 
give a Jealouſy to the other Side that we are to join againſt 
them, which will of courſe make them ſuſpe& every Thing 
we can propoſe, for bringing about an Accommodation. 

© Beſides theſe Diſadvantages, Sir, it is certain, that the 
great Naval Equipment we made laſt Year, put a very great 
Damp to our Trade, and gave all our Neighbours, but 
more particularly the Dutch, a. very great Advintage over 
us: It is true, we exported a great Quantity of Corn laſt 
Summer, but that was owing to the Situation and Circum- 
ſtances of our Country, and not at all to our Management: 
For while our Merchants were paying double Freights for 
Ships, and double Wages to Seamen, the Dutch, the Ham- 


burghers, and all other Rivals in Trade, were carrying on 


their Trade at the uſual Rates ; which gave them a great 


Advantage in every Branch of Trade, more particularly in 


the Corn-Trade, where the uſual Freight bears ſuch a great 


Proportion to the prime Coſt: Nay, ſuch a Scarcity was 


there at laſt of Seamen in this Kingdom, that our Mer- 
chants could not really get Ships to carry out the Cargoes 
of Corn which they had ready to have been exported ; and 
while a Stop was thus put to our Exportation, the Dutch 
and others, who had by this Time got an Account of the 


Demand, fent out their Ships, and glutted the Markets for 


Corn, both in Spain and Portugal as well as in Italy. So 
that if we had not made ſuch a great Naval Equipment, it 


is certain a much greater Quantity of our Corn would have 


been exported than really was. „ 
But if the Balance of Power in Europe, or the particu- 
lar Intereſt of this Nation, was really in Danger, ſurely, 
Sir, we qught to have engaged at firſt ; we ought not ſurely 
to wait till thoſe, whoſe Faterel it is to join with us in the 
Defence of either, be ſo far diſabled as to be rendered — 

ble 


= 
5. 
8 = 


. | ble either to aſſiſt us, or to defend themſelves. As to the Anno 8. Geo. 11, 
if | 8 particular Intereſt of this Nation, whether it be in Danger | 
» | or not from the preſent War, mult entirely depend upon our 
. late Negotiations; and therefore it is, at preſent, impoſſible 
1 for me to form any Judgment in that Reſpect, becauſe I am 
1 3 intirely ignorant of our Situation, ſo far as relates to our 
ne foreign Affairs: But from our not having joined in the Be- 
be . Linnins ot the War, I muſt conclude, that the particular 
be Intereſt of this Nation is no way concerned in it; and there- 
. fore I muſt think it was quite unneceſſary to put ourſelves 
6 to any Charges on that Account. 
. As for the Balance of Power, it ought certainly to be 
- | deere In this, Sir, all the other Princes and States of 
ne e are as much, nay, more nearly concerned than we; 
": bl " ore they ought to bear their Share in the Expence, 
_ - Will 2 do ſo when they find it neceſſary. But 
in 33 t = Pretence, we run ourſelves headlong into every 
* ba at happens in Europe, the Dutch, as well as the 
3 N „will very probably leave the whole Charge upon us: 
re 207 wil _— providing in Time even for their own De- 
ea l 0. 3 en they find us ſuch Dupes as to be ready, upon 
but on d bone, to make that Proviſion for them. Whether 
wer Ae 7 Aer have given them any Ground to think 
lat Den a * pretend to determine; but as I look upon the 
um. 2 RN * very wiſe People, I mult either conclude that 
ent: Aalen. ſo, in which Caſe we ought not, by any new 
"for won, : on, to encourage them in that Opinion ; or I 
lam. . _ woes that the Balance of Power 1s not in any Dan- 
: on 3 a ogy Fo could be ſuppoſed that the chief Magi- 
dest ihe Soc. g and were inclined to ſacrifice the Intereſt, or 
” in our 1 of their Country, to their own Safeties, or their 
ret in an = private Views ; yet, if the Balance of Power were 
was War 8 the People would force them to join in the | 
Mer- either b - a of that Republick are not protected 
de r 1 ag s, or by regular Troops quarter'd in the 
und ke 8 O HT Country ; and therefore the People 
uch ade ee y would force them to do their Duty, or 
- the Reason! - acre them as they have done heretofore : For this 
s for rot ver . inclined to think, that the Balance of Power is 
80 a 2 Danger, and if the Balance of Power be as 
vt, it En any Dan anger, nor the particular Intereſt of this Nation 
have pee there was no Occaſion for our being at any 
38 47 ag of the preſent War; much leſs is there 
vic nx or our putting ourſelves to the Expence of 
wy Wein . nentation propoſed ; for which Reaſon I muſt be 
ſure 7 18; ; | 
1 2 0 * bd, was replied by the Members, who were for the 
\capa- r 30,000 Men, as follows, g 
y Sir 
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( 40 ) 
Sir, | 

* Gentlemen have of late fallen into a Method of de- 
parting from the Queſtion in Hand, and throwing out a 
great many Things no way relating to the Subject they ſpeak 
to. This I ſuppoſe they do with Deſign to make an Im- 
preſſion upon ſome that hear them ; and conſcious that they 
cannot convince by Reaſon, they endeavour to perſuade 
by Oratory, and by florid Expreſſions no way relating to 
the Affair in Diſpute. Tho' it be irregular even to follow 
them in theſe Deviations, yet, as ſuch Things ought not 
to paſs without ſome Sort of Anſwer, I hope the Houle 
will give me Leave to make a few Remarks upon ſome 
Things that have been ſaid, notwithſtanding their having 


no Relation to the Aﬀair now before us; but firſt I ſhall 


endeavour to ſpeak to the Queſtion in Hand. The ouly 
proper Queſtion now before us, Sir, I take to be, What is 
the Number of Seamen neceſſary for the Security of this 
Nation during the enſuing Year ? Which is a Queſtion that, 
in my Opinion, no way relates to our paſt Conduct, to the 
Conduct of any of our Allies, nor to the Queſtion, whethet 


or no we ought to take a Share in the preſent War? 


* With relation to the Queſtion now before us, his Ma- 
jeſty has given us, from the Throne, all the Information 
that is proper or neceſſary, and all the Information that can, 
J think, be defired by any Man who wiſhes well to his 
Country. He told us at the Peginning of laſt Seſſion of 
Parliament, that he was no way engaged in tie preſent War, 
nor had any Part, except by his good Offices, in thoſe 


Tranſactions, which had been declared to be the Cauſes and 
Motives of it: But that he could not fit regardleſs of the 


Events of this War, nor could he be unconcerned for the 
future Conſequences of it; and I am fure no Man, who 
has a Regard to the Welfare of this Nation, or to the Se- 


curity of his Majeſty's Perſon and Government, can deſire 


he ſhould. At the Beginning of this Seſſion his Majeſty told 
us, that he 1s not yet any farther engaged, than by em- 
ploy ing his good Offices, in Conjunction with the Dutch, for 
reſtoring the Peace of Europe ; but that his good Offices 
have not as yet had the deſired Effect: We are therefore in 
the preſent Queſtion to ſuppoſe, that this Nation is not as 
yet any way engaged in the War; but, as his Majeſty has 
told us, the bad Conſequences, that may ariſe and affect us 
by the War's being carried on, are obvioys ; and they ought 
certainly to be provided againſt, let the Charge be what it 
will. Where Facts are notoriouſly known to the whole 


World, where Conſequences are obvious to every Man of 


common Capacity, ſurely Gentlemen do not expect that his 
Majeſty, either in his Speech, or by particular N 
ſhou 


( 41 ) 
ſhould give this Houfe a long and particular Detail of ſuch _— 
Facts or of ſuch Conſequences ; the bare Mention of them 4 
is enough, and that his Majeſty has {ſufficiently done, both _ 
at the Beginning of the laſt, and at the Beginning of the 
ak 4 eſent Seſſion of P arliament. : | 
: The Balance of Power in Europe may perhaps not be 
as. yet in Danger: Nay, Sir, we are to ſuppoſe it is not in 
ade Danger; for if it were, his Majeſty would certainly have 
acquainted: his Parliament with it, and we ſhould have been 
now providing for a vigorous War, inſtead of providing only 
for our Security and Defence. Both Parties as yet profets 
their ſincere Diſpoſition to put an End to the preſent 
Troubles, upon honourable and ſolid Terms, and theſe Pro- 
feſhons may at preſent be truly ſincere; but the Events of 
War may make them alter their Profeſſions, or may render 
their Profeſſions inſincere; and theſe Events may be ſo ſud- 
den and ſo extraordinary, that without our joining imme- 
diately in the War, one of the Parties engaged may be ut- 
terly undone : Two or three ſignal and entire Victories 
might, in a few Months, have ſuch Conſequences, as might 
put it out of our Power to relieve the Party conquered, or 
to ſtem the Torrent of Succeſs on the Side of the Conqueror. 
And I am ſure it cannot be pretended, that in a few Months 
we could raiſe and diſcipline ſuch Armies, and fit out ſuch 
© Fleets, as would be neceſſary, both for the Defence of our 
BZ own: Dominions, and for aſſiſting effectually the Party in 
Danger of being quite undone : Armies, tis true, may be 
ſoon raiſed ; but according to the exact Diſcipline now ob- 
ſerved, it requires many Months before thoſe Armies can be 
made fit for Service, or proper to engage againſt an 
Army of veteran well-diſciplin'd Troops. I ſhall likewiſe 
grant, that our Ships of War may be manned with one 
Third Land-Men or Marines, but even theſe Land-Men or 
Marines muſt be ſome Time on Board, before they can 
either know or perform their Duty in the fighting of a Ship ; 
= for, I believe, a Man of War, with a third Part of her Men 
= Juſt taken from the Plough, would make but a poor Figure 
= againſt a Ship of equal Force, provided with able Sailors 
and well diſciplined Marines. For this Reaſon, Sir, when 
the Affairs of Europe are brought to ſuch a Criſis, that an 
unlucky Accident may render it abſolutely neceflary for us 
to engage immediately, and without Delay, in the War, F 
muſt think it is incumbent upon us to provide in Time, in 
order to have a ſufficient Number of well-diſciplined Men, 
both for Sea and Land-Service, ſo ready and ſo much at 
Command, as to enable us to perform immediately that Part, 
which 4 ſudden Emergency may make requiſite, both for 
our own Safety and the Safety of Europe; and this cannot 
Vo. IV. * c be 
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| (42 } | 
ate & Go be done but by Augmentations ſeaſonably made, both to our 


Fleets and Armies. 5 

* As the Preſervation of the Balance of Power is of ſo 
much Conſequence to this Nation, and fo intimately con- 
nected with our Safety, it is very certain, that whatever 
Power in Europe may project the overturning of that Ba- 
lance, that Power muſt expect to have Great Britain for her 
Enemy, as ſoon as her Project comes to be diſcover'd: We 
may therefore be aſſured, that when any one of the Powers 
of Europe begins to entertain ſuch ambitious View, they 
will of courſe endeavour to make a Diverſion, by invading 
this Iſland ; and this they will the more readily attempt, be- 
cauſe we have always a ſtrong Party among us, who are 
ready to ſecond any foreign Attempts, for the Accompliſh- 


ment of their own ſelfiſn Views, eſpecially if at any Time 


they find us not properly provided for our own Defence. 
Becauſe one of our neighbouring Powers is engaged in War 
with another, we are not from thence to conclude, that 
neither of them will make any Attempts upon this Iſland; 
for if either of the Parties engaged in War has really a 
Deſign to overturn the Balance of Power, they will certainly 
conceal that Deſign, and endeavour to cover it with Pro- 
feſſions of Juſtice and Moderation as long as they can: But 
when they find they can conceal it no longer, when they 
find that we begin to ſmoke what they aim at, can we be- 
lieve they will wait till we attack them, or join with 
their Enemies againſt them? On the contrary, ought we 
not to expect that they will endeavour to divert us, by 
giving us ſome Buſineſs at Home? and how do we or can 
we know but this may be the Cafe at preſent ? Ought not 
we therefore to provide againſt fuck Attempts in Time, that 


we may be at Liberty to do our Duty, when we find the 


Zalance of Power is really ſtruck at? 5 
Gentlemen cannot, it ſeems, diſtinguiſh, or at leaſt, Sir. 
J find they will not diſtinguiſh between thoſe Events which 
might have happened, and Events which, by proper Care 
and Precaution, were perhaps prevented: If by not pro- 
viding in Time for our Defence, fome ſignal Misfortune 


| ſhould happen to the Nation, ſuch Men would then have a 


juit Reaſon for finding Fault with thoſe employed in the 


Adminiſtration. And if any ſuch Thing had lately happened, 


I do not doubt but that it would have been propagated with 


great Induſtry, that our Surprize was entirely owing to the 


two blundering Brothers ; but when all ſuch Accidents are 
prevented by the prudent Meaſures that have been purſued, 
and by making ſeaſonable and proper Proviſions for our De- 
fence, then it is pretended we never were in any Danger; 


and from thence they take Occaſiof to find Fault with the 
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Expences that have been wiſely and neceſlarily incurred by An 
tne making of ſuch ſeaſonable and proper Proviſions; and 
thus, Sir, ſome Gentlemen will always find plauſible Pre- 
| tences for decrying thoſe Meaſures that have been purſued, 


let tnem be what they will. However, I ſhall always think 
they act the beſt and the wiſeſt Part, who chuſe to give us 
Time and Leiſure to roaſt them in this Houſe, for their ex- 
penſive and extravagant Meaſures, rather than to have our 
Attention diverted from them by a civil War kindled up, 


or a foreign Army actually landed in the Ifland. And when 


a War was broke out, in which this Nation might very 
probably be involved; when our: Neighbours, and thoſe 
Neighhgurs too from whom we have molt to fear, were 
leading out great Armies, and fitting out powerful Squa- 
drons, I muſt think that it was at leaſt prudent in us to 


make thoſe Proviſions for our Security which were made laſt 
Year; and as we are in the greater Danger of being in- 
volved the longer the War continues, J cannot be againſt 


the ſmall Augmentation now propoſed. 
Jo pretend to tell us, Sir, what France and Spain in- 


tended to have done laſt Year, or to pretend to tell us what 
they intend to do this next Year, with the Ships of War 
they have continued 'in Commiſſion, is, I think, ſomething 


extraordinary, We may perhaps gueſs at ſome of their 
Deſigns, but I ſhall always think it very imprudent, to 


leave the Peace and Quiet of this Nation to depend upon 


ſuch Gueſs work; eſpecially when we conſider, that they 
have no Occaſion to fit out any great Fleet againſt any 
Power in Europe but ourſelves ; and therefore it is not to 


be preſumed, that they would put themſelves to ſuch a great 
Expence, unleſs they were ſuſpicious that the Meaſures they 
have reſolved to purſue, may make this Nation engage 
in the War; and in ſuch a Caſe, I think it is natural to 
believe, they would take the firſt Opportunity to invade or 


diſturb us : They have ſuch an abſolute Command over all 
the Seamen of their Country, they have always ſuch Num- 
bers of regular Troops upon their Coaſts, or within a few 
Days march of their -Sea-Ports, that when they have their 


Ships ready equip'd and fit for failing, it would be eaſy for 


them to clap Seamen and Land-Forces on Board; and they 
might arrive upon the Coaſts of this Kingdom, before it 
would be poſſible for us to man and fit our Fleet ſufficient to 


engage them, if we had not made ſome extraordinary Pro- 


viſion beforehand : This every Man muſt be convinced of, 


Who knows the Difficulty we had to procure Seamen enongh 


for the Squadron we fitted out laſt Summer, notwithſtanding 
the long Time we had to look for them, and the Method 
of Prefling which we were even then obliged to make 2 
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of. Nor does it fignify to tell us, that at this Rate we ſhall 
always be obliged to fit out Squadrons, and put ourſelves to 
a great Expence, whenever any of our Neighbours begin to 
fit out one; for I take it to be a right Maxim, I really 
think we ought to prepare and fit out a Squadron, when- 
ever we ſee any of dur Neighbours doing ſo, unleſs we very 
well know the Purpoſes their Squadron is deſigned for. 'The 


Expence beſtowed upon fitting out a Squadron may be an 


Expence to the Publick, but it is little or no Loſs to the 


Nation; the whole is expended among our own People, and 


it not only improves our Seamen, by making them acquain- 
ted with the Service on Board a Man of War, but it in- 
creaſes their Number; for every Fleet we fit out encourages a 
Number of Land- Men to engage in the Sea- Service: Where- 
as, if by neglecting to do ſo, the Kingdom ſhould be invaded, 
and a civil War kindled up, the Nation would in that Caſe 
ſuffer a real Loſs, a Loſs which might far ſurmount the 
Expence the Publick could be put to by the fitting out of 
twenty Squadrons ; ſo that We may ſuffer by neglecting this 
Maxim, but can never ſuffer by obſerving it. ON 

I ſhall readily grant, that this Nation would be more 


formidable, if we owed no publick Debts, and had the 


ſame Fleet and the ſame regular Army we have at preſent; 


but if we had no Squadron ready to put to Sea, nor any 
regular 'I'roops ready to take the Field, I cannot admit that 
we ſhould then be ſo formidable as we are at preſent, even 


tho' we did not owe a Shilling in the World. We all know, 


that what now makes a Nation formidable, is not the Num- 


ber nor the Riches of its Inhabitants, but the Number of 
Ships of War provided with able Seamen, and the Number 
of regular well diſciplined Troops they have at Command: 
And, whatever Gentlemen may think of the Acceptation of 


his Majeſty's good Offices, I am perſuaded they would not 


have been fo readily accepted, if the Parties had not. ſeen 
us preparing to do them bad Offices, in Caſe they had reful- 
ed to accept of our good. The accepting of our good Ot- 
kees will, at leaſt, furniſh us with an Opportunity of making 


_ ourſelves better acquainted with the Views of all the, Parties 


concerned; and there is no Condition annexed by either Par- 


ty, but what was and muſt have been underſtood when we 


made the Offer. For ſurely, when we offered the, Interpoſi- 
tion of our good Offices, we were not to ſuppoſe that the 
irperor was, by his Acceptance, to paſs i from any De- 
mands he thought he had upon us; nor were we to ſuppoſe 
that the Allies would or could accept of our good, Offices, 
unleſs we continued neutral: And while we do ſo, our Pre- 
parations can.give no Encouragement to either Side to in. 


51 upon unrcaſonable Terms; nor can they. give the . leaſt 
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= | which they know to be inconſiſtent with che Preſervation of 
the Balance of Power in Europe. : | 
I I find, Sir, ſome Gentlemen have got into a very odd 
Way of talking, when they have Occaſion to mention the 
2 publick Expence ; for if it the leaſt exceeds a Million it is 
to be called two, if it exceeds two it is to be called three: 
and becauſe it may probably this Year a little exceed three 

2 Millons, therefore it is to be called four: So that a Million 


| 7 with theſe Gentlemen ſeems to be of very little Conſi- 


deration; yet when we talk of Engliſh Money, I cannot 

but think that a Million, or near a Million, is a Sum not 
to be deſpiſed, and one in four is ſurely a material Difference. 
What the publick Expence was, during the War in King 
William's Reign, or what the Number of Seamen was that 
was kept up during the late War, I ſhall not now inquire; 
I believe both were as the honourable Gentleman has been 
paleaſed to repreſent, but I think neither material at preſent; 


7 


for we are not to proportion our yearly Expence, or our 


Number of Seamen, by paſt Times, but by preſent Neceſ- 
ſities. When our Neighbours increaſe their publick Ex- 
pence, or their Numbers either of Seamen or Land-Soldiers, 
we muſt increaſe ours, otherwiſe we may happen to fall a 
= Sacrifice to our Frugality > And as both France and Spain, 
but eſpecially the latter, have very much encreaſed their Na- 
val Force fince laſt War, if we ſhould be obliged to engage 
2 -2gainft thoſe two Powers, which I hope will not be the 
Caſe, it is certain we ſhould be forced to maintain a grea- 


ter Number of Seamen, than we had at any Time during the 


late War; and the ſooner we begin to provide, the leſs Harm 
2 ſhall we do our Merchants, the leſs Stagnation ſhall we make 

in our Trade. | 

Pauhis, Sir, naturally leads me to take Notice of the 
Damage done to our Trade, by the fitting out a Squadron 

5 laſt Summer. I ſhall allow, that our Merchants thereby 

ſoffered ſome Inconvenience, and were put to greater Charge 

khan uſual for the Freight of Ships and Wages of Seamen : 

But when the Whole is in Danger, the private Intereſt of 

particular Perſons muſt yield to it; and the Stop that Was 
put to our Trade laſt Summer, is, in my Opinion, the ſtrong- 

eſt Argument that can be thought of for the Augmentation 

now propoſed, and for our laying it down as a Maxim, al- 


. think of any Augmentation of Seamen 'till we come up- 
en the very Brink of a War, we muſt take or preſs 30 or 
| Perhaps 40, ooo Seamen all at once into the Service of the 
Fublick: And, if the raiſing of f 2 or . 
| mmer 


Vays to begin early to fit out Squadrons, as ſoon as | the 
Danger of War begins to appear: For if ve ſhauld: neuer 
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Summer put ſuch a Damp to our Trade, ſurely the raiſing Þ 3 
of zo or 40, ooo all at once would put an entire Stop to Þ F 
it: Whereas if we begin early, and raiſe our Seamen by De. Þ 2 
grees, freſh Men encouraged by high Wages, will be day!? 
entering into the Merchants Service; thoſe that enter this Ven 
will be Seamen againſt the next, and thus every Year will a.! 
ford a new Fleece for the Navy, ſo that in a little Time ve 
may have our Navy fully provided, even for the moſt hey 
War, without putting at any Time any great Stop to our (a 


Trade. 


As for the Dutch, Sir, I do not think it neceſſary to i 
enter into a Diſquiſition about what they have done, wit Wa 
they ought to do, or what Number of Land-Forces my 
be neceſſary for the Safety of that Republick ? For ti Wt 
they are our natural Allies, yet ſurely we are not in every 


Thing to be directed altogether by their Conduct: We area 


diſtinct Nation, and tho' our Intereſts be generally the ſame, 


yet in ſome particular Caſes they may happen to be di 
ferent ; and when it ſo happens, we muſt certainly folloy 
different Meaſures. The Dutch are, tis true, a wiſe People, 
but, as wiſe as they are, they may perhaps negle ct 0 
miſtake their own Intereſt, as well as the general Inter: 
Europe; and if they do ſo, muſt we neceſſarily do the ſame! 
I hope no ſuch Thing will be pretended ; for in ſuch 
Caſe we ſhould become in ſome manner a Province to Hol: 
land, we ſhould become a meer Cypher in all publick Tran 
actions, and ſhould be no way regarded by any of the Pow 
ers of Europe; for if they could but ſecure the Dutch, the) 
might always depend upon getting us into the ſame Me 
ſure ; and when the Dutch found we had ſach a thorough 
Dependence upon them, as good Allies as they are, the 
might perhaps, now and then, make uſe of it in a Way 
which would no way contribute either to our Intereſt 0 


Honour. | 


Permit me now, Sir, to take ſome Notice of the Re- 
flections that have been thrown out upon our late Negs- 
tiations and Treaties. As for the Treaties of Hanover and 
Seville, we had certainly very good Reaſons to enter into 
them at the Time they were negotiated and concluded : And 
as they were approved of by both Houſes of Parliament, 
I think I have no Obligation to ſay any Thing in Favour df 
either; for the Approbation of a Britiſh Parliament I take to 
be a more authentick Proof of their Utility, than any thing 
that can be ſaid by a private Gentleman in their Commenda- 
tion; and all the Objections to them have been already ſo 
often anſwered, that 'tis needleſs to repeat them: But whe! 


Gentlemen give us ſuch a terrible View of the Conſequences, 


that may enſue in Caſe the preſent Emperor ſhould hay- 
* | | pen 
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De. of Vienna, which was concluded for no other End but to 
prevent that fatal Cataſtrophe : Fatal it would certainly be 
Ito the Affairs of Europe in general; and therefore I muſt 
think we had the ſtrongeſt Inducement to enter into the 
Guaranty of the Pragmatick Sanction, in the moſt unlimit- 
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pen to die before the Affairs of Germany are fully ſettled, Anno 8. as « 


I am ſurpriſed to hear them find Fault with the late Treaty 


ed Manner, as being the only Expedient by which that fatal 


2 Cataſtrophe may be prevented. What Reaſons the Dutch 
might have for their Backwardneſs or Caution about enter- 
ing into that Treaty, I do not know®; but if I were to judge 
of their Wiſdom from their Behaviour in that Reſpect, I 
cannot ſay I ſhould have the beſt Opinion of it. 
With regard to the Attack made upon the Emperor 
in Italy, by the Spaniards and the King of Sardinia, it is 
certain, that this Nation has neither given them any En- 
couragement nor any Provocation to do fo ; and whether 
the Imperial Court has given them any juſt Provocation, is 
an Afr, which the Mediators muſt of courſe inquire into, 
when they come to offer a Plan for a Pacification. As to 
the Affair of Poland, where the honourable Gentleman had 
his Information, with reſpe& to what he has been pleaſed 
to relate to us about that Affair, I ſhall not pretend to 
gueſs; but I muſt believe, that his Majeſty knows nothing 
about any ſuch Anſwers having ever been given to the 
French, or about any ſuch Inſtructions having been ſent to 
his Miniſters in Poland: This I muſt believe from what his 
& Majeſty told us in his Speech, at the Opening of laſt Seſſion 
of Parliament; and if there ever was any ſuch Thing, I am 
very ſure that I am not to anſwer for all the Meaſures that 
have been lately purſued, for that is one Article I know 
nothing of. | 2k | | 


© To conclude, Sir, the Nation has already been put to a 


great Expence, and muſt be yet put to a farther Expence on 
account of the preſent War; perhaps too ſome private Men 
may have been expoſed to ſome Inconveniencies, by the Pre- 
| parations we have already made; but theſe Expences and 


theſe Inconveniencies ought to be born with Patience, when 
we conſider the Difference between our Situation and that of 


ſome of our Neighbours : I believe I may juſtly compate, 


that by the bloody and obſtinate Battles, Sieges and Skirmi- 


ſnes, which have already happened ſince this War firſt broke 


out, each of the Parties engaged has loſt at leaſt 50,000 
Men; ſo that while the Trade of our Neighbours is inter- 
rupted, while a Stop has been put to all forts of Manufac- 
tures and Improvements among them, while their Lands are 
aid waſte, ſuch Multitudes of their Men deſtroyed, we have 
carried on our Trade wich Security; our Manufactures rn 
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been improved, and extraordinary Quantities of our Con! 

ed; no Britiſh Farmer has been diſturbed, not an Þ © 
Acre of Land laid waſte, not a Drop of Britiſh Blood ſpilt : Þ 
Therefore, while we enjoy ſo much Safety and Quiet, 1 Þ 
can't think any Man has Reaſon to complain of the Charge | 
put to, or of the few Inconveniencies Þ 
he has ſuffered, for the Preſervation of that Safety and | 
Quiet which he has enjoyed: And as I am fully ſatisfied, F 
that what is now propoſed is abſolutely neceſſary, for fecur. Þ 
ing our future Enjoyment of the ſame Safety and Quiet, 1 Þ 


the Nation has been 


ſhall moſt heartily give my Conſent.” 


Then the Queſtion being put, That 20,000 Men be em- 
ploy'd for the Sea-Service for the Year 1735 it paſſed in“ 


the Negative by 256 to 183. After which it was reſolv'd, 


without dividing, that $0,000 Seamen be employ d for the 


ſaid Service. 
Feb. 13. Mr Sandys moved, 
be 
to the proper Officer to lay before the Houſe an Account of 
the Expences incurred, in Conſequence of the Vote of Cre- 
dit paſſed at the End of laſt Seſſion of Parliament.” 

But this Motion was oppos'd by Mr Horatio Walpole, 
Mr Henry Pelham, Sir William Yonge, Col. Bladen, Mr 
Winnington, and Mr Danvers, who alledg'd, That the 
Houſe had then before them what was propos'd to be de- 
ſir'd by the Addreſs moved for; for in one Account they 


| had the whole of the Expences that had been incurred by 


any Addition made to' the Sea-Service, in Conſequence of 
that Vote of Credit; in another they had an Account of 
the whole Expences that had been incurred by any Addition 


made to the Land-Service ; and in a third they had an Ac- 


count of what had been incurred on occaſion of the Treaty 
lately concluded with Denmark : Beſides all which, they had 
an Account of what Monies had been iſſued from the Trea- 
ſury, for all or either of theſe Services in Purſuance of a 
Clauſe in an Act of Parliament, -paſs'd laſt Seſſion, for en- 
abling his Majeſty to apply any Part of the Money granted 
for the Service of laſt Vear, towards the Expence of making 
fuch Augmentations of his Forees by Sea or Land, or of 
goncerting ſuch other Meaſures as he ſhould judge neceſiary 
for the Safety of this Nation : 'That from theſe. Accounts 
any Man might eaſily ſee what Expences had been incurred, 
in confequence of that Vote of Credit; for that as to the 

Sea-Service, whatever appeared from that Account to have 

been incurred, over and above what was granted by laſt Parlia- 

ment, for maintaining the 20,000 Seamen then voted for 

laſt Year's Service, muſt appear to be an additional Expence, 

ingurredin conſequence of that Vote of Credit; And as to by 
8 Land- 
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. 
Land- Service, whatever appeared from the Account then be- 
fore them, relating to that Service, to have been incurred 
over and above what was granted by laſt Parliament, for 
the 17,704 Land- Forces then voted to be kept up in 
Great Britain, Guernſey and Jerſey, for laſt Year, mult be an 


Credit; And as to what had been incurred on Occaſion of 
the late Treaty with Denmark, it was certain the whole 
was to be placed to the Account of Expences incurred; in 
conſequence of that Confidence, which was fo reaſonably 


veſted in his Majeſty in the laſt Seſſion of Parliament. So that 


hey could not poſſibly expect any farther or new Accounts 


Opinion, ſhew a want of Reſpect to 


Hereupon Mr Sandys propoſed an Amendment to his Mo- 


above thoſe, of which Accounts had already beeri laid before 
the Houſe ; and was ſupported by Mr Pulteney and Sir Wil- 


© liam Wyndham: But the Members who oppoſed the Motion 


as firſt propoſed by Mr Sandys, objected likewiſe to the A- 


mendment offered. That it was not to be ſuppoſed that any 
other Expences had been incurred, than thoſe contained in 
the Accounts then before them: 
| ſure Gentlemen, that no Money had been iſſued from the 
{ Treaſury, by Virtue of the Clauſe they had mentioned, but 


That they could aſ- 


what was ſtated in the Accounts already laid before the 


| Houſe ; nor had any Expences been incurred but what 


were contained in the three Accounts relating to the Sea- 
Service, the Land-Service, and the late Treaty with Den- 


mark: That the preſenting of ſuch an Addreſs was real- 
h in ſome manner provoking the Crown to make farther 
Demands upon them: And that if what was then propoſed 
E thould come to be a Precedent, it would become neceſſary 
| for the Crown to add a Certificate to every Account to be 
| given in hereafter to Parliament, certifying, That theſe are 
all the Expences that have been incurred, or ſome ſuch 
Words to that Purpoſe, which they thought would look a 
| little abſurd : That therefore they could not agree to the 


Amendment, but when it was diſagreed to, as they hoped it 
would, they would propoſe that the following Words ſhould 
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be added, by way of Amendment to the Motion, viz. Vo. 


wit hſtanding that full Accounts of all Expences, that had 


been incurred, had been already laid before that Houſe : That 


this was the moſt natural Amendment that could be made 
to the Motion, becauſe, by the Addition of theſe Words, 1t 
would appear in its proper ard true Light, and in that 

Vol. IV. G - Light 
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Light they were perſuaded the Houle world not agree | 


to it.“ | 
To this it was anſwered by the Members, who were for 


the Motion, That they could not but think that the Mo. þ * 
tion, as it flood at firſt, was a very proper Motion, becauſe Þ * 
it would be much better and more diſtin, to have all theſe Þ * 
Expences fairly and fully ſtated in one Account, than to! 
have them diſperſed in ſeveral Accounts, and confounded | ? 
with a great many other Articles: That this Method of 


{tating thoſe Expences would be attended with this Advan- 
tage, that it would clearly ſhew to Gentlemen, how ſparing 


his Majeſty had been in making uſe of that unlimited Credit | 


given him the laſt Seſſion, which would be a great Induce- 


ment to that Houſe to renew that Credit, whenever his þ 
Majeſty ſhould pleaſe to demand it: This they thought the! 
honourable Gentlemen would not have obſtructed, becauſe Þ 7 
it might perhaps be of great Advantage to them upon ſome ÞÞ 


future Occaſion ; but as thofe Gentlemen did not ſeem to 
like that Way of ſtating the Account, therefore they were 
willing to make the Amendment propoſed to their Motion, 
in order to prevent a Negative's being put upon a Queſtion 
of ſuch Moment : That they hoped no Expences had been 
incurred, in conſequence of that Vote of Credit, but what 
appeared upon the ſeveral Accounts then before them; but 
it would be a great Satisfaction to the Eouſe, to have a di- 
rect Anſwer upon that Subject from the Crown; for tho 
they were perſuaded that the Gentlemen, who had taken 
upon them to aſſure the Houſe that no other Expences had 
been incurred, or Money iſſued, but what were contained in 
theſe Accounts, really believed it to be as they had declared; 
yet in ſuch Caſes that Houſe was not to take an Anſwer from 
any Member, for were he the greateſt Subject in the Nation, 


| his Word or his Declaration was no Parliamentary Qatil- 


faction, nor could it be taken as fuch : That with reſpect to 
the Certificate mentioned, it was in the preſent Caſe ſo far 
from being abſurd, that it was abſolutely neceffary : When 
certain Sums were granted by Parliament, and thoſe Sums 
appropriated by Parliament to certain Uſes, ſuch a Cert: 
ficate would, 'twas true, be quite unneceſſary, it would be 


ridiculous to infilt upon any ſuch ; but when an unlimited 


Credit had been granted by Parliament, and that Credit 
unlimited likewiſe as to the Uſes it was to be applied to, 


it was abſolutely neceſſary to have a Certificate in the Man- 


ner mentioned by the honourable Gentlemen, certifying that 


ſuch Sums, and no more, had been taken up on that Vote 
of Credit; and that the Sums ſo taken up had been applied 
to ſuch Uſes, and none other : For, without ſuch a Certificate, 
it would be impoſſible for that Houſe to know how the 
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Accounts of the Nation flood ; they could not know but Anne 8. ceo. 
every ſucceeding Year might bring a new Demand, to pro-. 218 
vide for ſome Expence incurred, or ſome Debt contracted, | 


e Mo-. in conſequence of the unlimited Credit they had formerly 


given: That therefore it was incumbent upon them, as 


7 Members of that Houle, to demand ſuch a Certificate ; they 


were bound in Honour, and in Duty to their Conſtituents, - 


| to inſiſt upon having ſuch a Certificate, and ſuch a Certifi- 
7 cate could not be had an” other Way than by preſenting 


1 the Addreſs propoſed : Thai as to the Amendment intended 


do be added by the worth; Gentlemen, in order to make 
Credit their Queſtion appear ridiculous upon the Journals of that 
wo | 3 Houle, it did not at all deter them from inſiſting upon their 
ht the propoſed: That they had no Cauſe to ſuſpect, that that 
ecaule Þ 7 Houſe would agree to the Amendment intended by the wor- 
thy Gentleman; but if they had, it would give them no 
em o Pain; for whatever that Houſe might do, the World with- 
out Doors would judge rightly, and would fix the Ridicule 
where it properly belonged : That they would, upon that 


* Occaſion, put the Gentleman in mind of what appeared 


Queſtion, nor from inſiſting upon the Amendment they had 


upon their Journals: They remembered a certain great Man 
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was, in a former Parliament, accuſed of ſome very high 
Crimes, and a Queſtion was actually moved and ſeconded 
in that Houſe for a Reſolution in theſe Terms, © That it 
appears to this Houſe, that ſuch a great Man [naming him] 
| © had been guilty of ſeveral heinous and fraudulent Prac- 


* tices, &c.“ That this was the Queſtion as firſt moved; 
but the Friends of that great Man, in order to defeat the 
Queſtion by rendering it ridiculous, propoſed that the Words, 


ii appears to this Houſe, ſhould by way of Amendment be 


left out of the Queſtion : That upon a Diviſion this Amend- 


| Ment was approved of by a corrupt Majority, and that the 
Queſtion, {o made ridiculous by the Amendment, ſtood to 


that Day upon their Journals, as the worthy Gentlemen 
might ſee if they pleaſed ; but that the thus rendering the 
Queſtion ridiculous, was far from rendering ridiculous thoſe 
cho had at firſt propoſed it : On the contrary, the Ridicule 
fell upon thoſe, who made the Queſtion ridiculous by their 
Amendment ; and accordingly at the Elections for the very 
next Parliament, moſt of them were neglected by their 
Country, and juſtly refuſed the Honour of continuing any 
longer the Repreſentatives of the People in that Houſe,” 


The Queſtion being at laſt put upon the Amendment, it 
was Carried in the Negative, by 167 to 106. 


II. 


Feb. 14. The Houſe being in a Grand Committee on the f 
Supply, Mr Andrews mov'd, That the Number of effective Ent nes, for 


Men, the Lear 1735. 
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Men, to be provided for Guards and Garriſons in Great 

Britain, Guerpſey and Jerſey for the Year 1735, be 25,744, 

including 1815 Invalids, and 555 Men for the Service of 

the Highlands. Mr Andrews's Motion was ſupported by 

Sir William Yonge, Col. Bladen, Mr Winnington, Mr 
_— Walpole, and Sir Robert Walpole, as follows : 

ir, 

* Though we are not as yet any way engaged in the pre- 

ſent War, yet ſuch Events may happen, as may make it 

abſolutely neceſſary for us to engage of one Side or the 


other. The Affair of Poland, which is the only Motive, 


the only Bone of Contention hitherto publickly avowed, is 
an Affair this Nation has very little to do with; but if that 
ſhould appear not to be the real Motive, or if Succeſs ſhould 


encourage either Side to extend their Views, the Balance of 
Power may at laſt be brought into real Danger ; and then, 
for the Sake of preſerving the Liberties of Europe, upon 
Which the Liberties of this Nation will always depend, we 


muſt take a principal Share in the War. This Danger may 


not perhaps be ſo remote as ſome People imagine; which has 


made his Majeſty become a Mediator for reconciling the con- 
tending Powers, before Conqueſts of either Side ſhall take 
away all Hopes of Succeſs in that Way; and his Majeliy 
has already puſhed his Negociations with ſo much Vigour, 


that a Plan of Peace will ſoon be offer d; a Plan ſo well adapt- | 


ed to the Honour and Intereſt of all Parties concerned, that 
whoever refuſes it will thereby ſhew, that their ſecret Views 
are more extenſiye than they have hitherto been declared. 

* From hence, Sir, I muſt conclude, that we ſhall be 
very ſoon able to determine, whether we muſt engage in 
the War or not: If that Plan be accepted, then we ſhall 


_ attain our Ends; the Peace of Europe will be reſtored, the 


Balance of Power will be preſeryed, without our engaging 
in the War, without ſubjeQling this Nation to any Inconve- 
nience, or to any Expence ; but if reaſonable Terms ſhould 


be haughtily rejected by either Side; we muſt then neceſſa- 


rily take a Share in the War. It is therefore very much 
our Intereſt at preſent, to take every Meaſure that may con- 
tribute towards rendering his Majeſty's Endeavours ſucceſsful; 
that may contribute towards inducing, or even compelling, 


every one of the contending Powers to accept of that Plan, 


which his Majeſty, in Conjunction with his Allies, is to 
olter co them: And, in my Opinion, nothing can contribute 
more towards theſe great Ends, than our having ſuck 2 
Standing regular Force, as may convince all Parties that 
we are in earneſt, and that we have it in cur Power to 
alter the Scale whenever we have a Mind. For this Rea 
ton J can hardly imagine, that any Gentleman in this Houſe 
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will oppoſe the ſmall Augmentation of our Land-Forces 4:=e 8, 
now propoſed, when he conſiders how many Millions we f 


may be obliged to expend, if, by refuſing ſuch a ſeaſona- 
ble Expence, we ſhould at laſt make it neceſſary to involve 
ourſelves in a heavy War. | 
The Proſperity of this Nation, Sir, or at leaſt our Se- 
curity, depends upon the Tranquility of our Neighbours : 
While they are at Peace, they will always conſume more of 
our Manufactures than when they are involv'd in Blood and 
Confuſion ; and conſequently we ſhall always, in Times of 
Peace, have a greater Demand fer the Manufactures of our 
Country than in Time of War. Beſides, while they continue 
at Peace, the Balance of Power can be in no Danger, but the 
Events of War no Nation can depend on ; and therefore 
this Nation among the reſt, may be deeply affected by the 
extraordinary Succeſs of any one Power in Europe. Let us 
not therefore grudge a {mall Expence, when it may evident- 
ly contribute towards reſtoring Peace among our Neigh- 


* bours, upon which our own Proſperity and Security does and 


always muſt depend. | 
Our Houſe is not as yet on Fire, but our Neighbours is 
all in a Flame; and then certainly it is Time for us to pre- 


pare the Engines neceſſary for preſerving our own : "Theſe 


are a powerful Fleet, and a ſufficient Body of regular well 


diſciplined Troops, ready to march at the firſt Word of 


Command, This, Sir, will give Weight to his Majeſty's 
Negociations, it will make all the Parties concerned give a 
due Attention to what may be propoſed, by his Majeſty's 
Miniſters, for reſtoring the Peace of Europe; for a Miniſter, 
whoſe Equipage conſiſts of a large Body of good Troops, 
will always be better hearkened to, than one whoſe Equi- 
page conſiſts only of a great Nuraber of fine Pages and 
uſeleſs Footmen. 5 

* By agreeing to the Augmentation propoſed, we may 
expect, Sir, that the Parties now at War will be prevented 
from forming any ambitious Views, either againſt this Na- 
tion or againſt the Balance of Power; and if any ſuch 
Views have already been formed, the Projectors will find 
themſelves under a Neceſlity of laying them aſide ; by which. 


Means we ſhall be able to reſtore the Peace of Europe, 


and eſtabliſh the future Security of this Nation, without ex- 
poſing ourſelves to the Inconveniences, the Misfortunes and 
the doubtful Events of War. From a contrary Behaviour, 


let us conſider what we are to expect: Will not France and 


her Allies from thence conclude, that they may go on and 
conquer; that they may place upon the Imperial Throne a 
Prince of the Houſe of Bourbon; and that England is not 
now, as formerly, apprehenſive of the growing P 1 — of 

| rance, 


hen. II. 
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1734-35: 


Mr Andrews, 
Sir W. Yonge, 
Col. Bladen, 

Mr Winnington. 
Mr H. Walpole, 
Sir R. Walpole, 


% 
Men, to be provided for Guards and Garriſons in Great 
Britain, Guernſey and Jerſey for the Year 1735, be 25,744, 


including 1815 Invalids, and 555 Men for the Service of | 


the Highlands. Mr Andrews's Motion was ſupported by 


Sir William Yonge, Col. Bladen, Mr Winnington, Mr | 


Horatio Walpole, and Sir Robert Walpole, as follows : 
Sir, | 


Though we are not as yet any way engaged in the pre- | 


ſent War, yet ſuch Events may happen, as may make it 


abſolutely neceſſary for us to engage of one Side or the 


other. The Affair of Poland, which is the only Motive, 
the enly Bone of Contention hitherto publickly avowed, is 
an Affair this Nation has very little to do with; but if that 
ſhould appear not to be the real Motive, or if Succeſs ſhould 


encourage either Side to extend their Views, the Balance of 


Power may at laſt be brought into real Danger ; and then, 
for the Sake of preſerving the Liberties of Europe, upon 
which the Liberties of this Nation will always depend, we 
mult take a principal Share in the War. This Danger may 
dot perhaps be ſo remote as ſome People imagine; which has 
made his Majeſty become a Mediator for reconciling the con- 
tending Powers, before Conqueſts of either Side ſhall take 
away all Hopes of Succeſs in that Way; and his Majelly 
Has already puſhed his Negociations with ſo much Vigour, 
that a Plan of Peace will ſoon be offer d; a Plan ſo well adapt- 
ed to the Honour and Intereſt of all Parties concerned, that 
whoever refuſes 1t will thereby ſhew, that their ſecret Views 
are more extenſive than they have hitherto been declared. 
From hence, Sir, I muſt conclude, that we ſhall be 
very ſoon able to determine, whether we muſt engage in 
the War or not: If that Plan be accepted, then we ſhall 
attain our Ends ; the Peace of Europe will be reſtored, the 
Balance of Power will be preſerved, without our engaging 


in the War, without ſubjecting this Nation to any Inconve- 


nience, or to any Expence ; but if reaſonable Terms ſhould 


be haughtily rejected by either Side; we muſt then neceſſa- 
rily take a Share in the War. It is therefore very muck 


our Intereſt at preſent, to take every Meaſure that may con- 


tribute towards rendering his Majeſty's Endeavours ſucceſsfu!; 


that may contribute towards inducing, or even compelling. 
every one of the contending Powers to accept of that Plan, 
which his Majeſty, in Conjun&ion with his Allies, is 0 
olter to them: And, in my Opinion, notlung can contribute 
more towards theſe great Ends, than our having ſuch 
Standing regular Force, as may convince all Parties tha: 
we are in earneſt, and that we have it in cur Power t- 
alter the Scale whenever we have a Mind. For this Be: 
ton J can hardly imagine, that any Gentleman in this Hon. 
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4 will oppoſe the ſmall Augmentation of our Land-Forces le 
now propoſed, when he conſiders how many Millions we 


may be obliged to expend, if, by refuſing ſuch a ſeaſona- 
ble Expence, we ſhould at laſt make it neceſſary to involve 


2 ourſelves in a heavy War. 


The Proſperity of this Nation, Sir, or at leaſt our Se- 


2 curity, depends upon the Tranquility of our Neighbours : 
While they are at Peace, they will always conſume more of 
our Manufactures than when they are involv'd in Blood and 


Confuſion ; and conſequently we ſhall always, in Times of 


Peace, have a greater Demand fer the Manufactures of our 


Country than in Time of War. Beſides, while they continue 


at Peace, the Balance of Power can be in no Danger, but the 


Events of War no Nation can depend on; and therefore 
this Nation among the reſt, may be deeply affected by the 
extraordinary Succeſs of any one Power in Europe. Let us 
not therefore grudge a {mall Expence, when it may evident- 


ly contribute towards reſtoring Peace among our Neigh- 


bours, upon which our own Proſperity and Security does and 
always muſt depend. | 0 

Our Houſe is not as yet on Fire, but our Neighbour's is 
all in a Flame; and then certainly it is Time for us to pre- 
pare the Engines neceſſary for preſerving our own : Theſe 
are a powerful Fleet, and a ſufficient Body of regular well 
diſciplined Troops, ready to march at the firſt Word of 
Command, This, Sir, will give Weight to his Majeſty's 
Negociations, it will make all the Parties concerned give a 
due Attention to what may be propoſed, by his Majeſty's 
Miniſters, for reſtoring the Peace of Europe; for a Miniſter, 
whoſe Equipage conſiſts of a large Body of good Troops, 
will always be better hearkened to, than one whoſe Equi- 
page conſiſts only of a great Nuraber of fine Pages and 
uſeleſs Footmen. 

* By agreeing to the Augmentation propoſed, we may 
expect, Sir, that the Parties now at War will be prevented 
from forming any ambitious Views, either againſt this Na. 
tion or againſt the Balance of Power; and if any ſuch 
Views have already been formed, the Projectors will find 
themſelves under a Neceſſity of laying them aſide; by which 
Means we ſhall be able to reſtore the Peace of Europe, 
and eſtabliſh the future Security of this Nation, without ex 
poling ourſelves to the Inconveniences, the Misfortunes and 
the doubtful Events of War. From à contrary Behaviour, 
let us conſider what we are to expect : Will not France and 
her Allies from thence conclude, that they may go on and 
conquer; that they may place upon the Imperial I hrone a 
Prince of the Houſe of Bourbon; and that England 1: rot 
now, as former!y, apprehentive of ie growng Power of 
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ann. Geo, It, France, or concerned about the Preſervation of a Balance 
73435: 
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us to join ſpeedily and with Vigour in the War. 


propoſed to have made any Augmentation of his Land- 


8 6 £30 

y 
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of Power in Europe. Theſe are Concluſions which, I am 
ſure, no Engliſhman ought to give them an Opportunity © Nat 
make; for the Continuance of the War is a certain Conf. Nat 
quence of ſuch Concluſions, and if it ſhould continue, ve * 
muſt engage in it, or we, as well as the reſt of Europe, h 
muſt ſubmit to be Slaves to the Conqueror. Thus the Dan. __ 
ger of not agreeing to what is propoſed, is infinitely great; alt? 
but in agreeing to it there is no Danger, and the Expence is in. ©. 
conſiderable : If it procures a Re-eftabliſhment of the publick 

Tranquility, the Uſefulneſs of it muſt be acknowledged by 4 
all; but if it ſhould fail of the Effect deſired, it will enable MW, 


To me, Sir, it is evident, that the ſmall Expence, now 
propoſed, may prevent an infinite Expence and an infinite his V 
Danger; and therefore I muſt think we are at preſent ſome- 


thing in the Caſe of a Gentleman, ſuppoſe in the Iſle of i 0 f 
Ely, w hoſe Eſtate 15 in great Danger of being overflowed aer 


by the Decay of, or ſome Breach in, thoſe Dykes and nis * 
Mounds which were made to prevent Inundations: In ſuch | 


a Caſe, ſuppoſe the Gentleman's Stewards and Managers = 
ſhould come to him, and tell him of his Danger; and that I do 
the Dykes might then be repaired for a ſmall Expence, hut Houſ 

that one Flood or two might make ſuch a Breach as would f ra 

colt him near the Value of his Eſtate to repair: Would not g 2 

that Gentleman be very much in the wrong, would he not of a 

be mad, not to hearken to 1uch Repreſentations, and put WW. ba 
himſelf to a ſmall immediate Charge, in order, to prevent ict 

the entire Ruin of his Eſtate? 5 LP 
Oar preſent Caſe, Sir, is the very ſame ; one ſucceſs- Minis 
ful Campaign, two or three compleat Victories, would make de 

ſuch a Breach in thoſe Barriers, by which the Liberties of has + 

Europe are preſerved, as would colt an infinite Treaſure and Wc. _ 

a vaſt Effuſion of Blood before it could be made up. This 1 T 

is a Danger apparent from the Circumſtances publickly bee 

known; but there may be particular private TranſaCtions nublie 
concerted, or now carrying on, which would demonſtrate WW. FY 

the Neceſſity of what is now propoſed : Theſe his Majeſty 1 

may probably have diſcovered; and from the Experience that < 

we have of his Majeſty's great Regard for the Eaſe of his cern p 

People, we may, I think, conclude, that he would not have ir bus | 


Forces, or to have put his Subjects to any additional Charge, 
without an evident Neceſſity for ſo doing: I hope there: 
fore Gentlemen will depend upon his Majeſty's Wiſdom and 
Conduct in an Affair, which is of ſuch a Nature, as may 
render it impoſſible for his Majeſty to lay his particular Rea- 
ſons beſore this Houſe, Without running the Riſk of diſap- 
pointing 
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„ 
pointing all the Meaſures he has concerted for defeating any 


ſtoring the Peace of Europe, and thereby preventing this 
Nation's being obliged to engage in the War.” 


Mr Andrews's Motion was warmly oppos'd by Lord Mor- 
peth, Mr Gibbon, Lord Noel Somerſet, Sir John Barnard, 
Z Sir. Joſeph Jekyll, Sir William Wyndham, Mr Pulteney, 
and ſeveral other Members, who gave the following Reaſons 
7 againſt it. | 

; Sir, | 


bringing his Majeſty's Name into every Debate in this Houſe. 
I am perſuaded, no Gentleman in this Houſe doubts of his 
| Majeſty's fincere Regard for the Eaſe of his People, or of 
his Wiſdom and Conduct in all Matters which are honeſtly 
and fairly laid before him: Theſe are Queſtions which can 


| as well as all other Occaſions of the ſame Nature, it is not 
his Majeſty's Regard for the Eaſe of his People, but the Re- 
gard his Miniſters have for the Eaſe of the People, that we 
are to conſider ; it is their Wiſdom and Conduct that are 
now under our Conſideration : And, in my Opinion, this 
Houſe has no great Reaſon to depend much upon either. 


| fidence in either; and therefore, if we ſpeak the Language 
of our Conſtituents, which I Hope will always be che Lan- 
guage of this Houſe, we cannot depend ſo much upon their 


tional Expence, for no other Reaſon but only becauſe the 
Miniſter has told us it is neceſſary. This is a Method of 
Proceeding, which no Man ought to agree to in any Caſe ; 
but eſpecially in a Caſe which is of the moſt dangerous Con- 
ſequence to the Liberties of our Country. 


ambitious Projects, that may have been formed; and for re- 


Wiſdom and Conduct, as to load the People with any addi- 
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Lord Morpeth. 

Mr Gibbon. 
Ld Noel Somerſet. 
Sir J. Barnard. 

Sir Joſ. Jekyll. 

Sir W. Wyndham. 
Mr Pulteney. 


< I wiſh every Gentleman would be more cautious of 


never be properly brought before us. Upon this Occaſion, 


I am ſure the Generality of the Nation have no great Con- 


© The honourable Gentlemen, Sir, were very much in the 


night to argue from general Circumſtances, and ſuch as are 


publickly known; for particular Care has been taken that 


we ſhould not have any Thing elſe to argue from: But 


if we argue only from ſuch Circumſtances, we muſt conclude, 


that we are neither concerned in the War, nor can be con- 


cerned in the Event. If we have nothing to do with Poland, 
if we are no way engaged to protect the Emperor's Domi- 
tions in Italy, ſurely we have no Concern in the War; 
and as to the Event, France has declared they will not pre- 


tend to keep any of the Conqueſts they make: They have de- 


cared, they have no Intention to make any Conqueſts or to 
extend their Dominions, but that their only Aim is to eſta- 
bliſh Staniſlaus upon the Throne of Poland; and the other 

| | | TWO 
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Anno 8. Geo, HI. two Allies have declared, that they have no other View 


1734-35» 


but to eſtabliſh and preſerve the Neutrality of Italy: Theſe 
are the only Circumſtances publickly known; and from theſe 
neither this Nation, nor the Balance of Power, can be in any 
Danger. a 


What particular Reaſons we may have not to truſt to | 
thoſe Declarations, I ſhall not pretend to determine; bt | 


all the other Princes and States of Europe, not already en. 
gaged in the War, ſeem to put their Truſt in them, becauſe 
none of them have as yet made any Preparations. Nay, 
even the Princes of Germany ſeem to think their Country 
in no Danger, for fomg of the chief of them Kill continue 
neutral; and thoſe who have joined in the Declaration of 
War, have great Numbers of Troops unemployed, which 
certainly would be all ſent to the Rhine, if they thought 
their Country were in any real Danger, or that France 
had a Deſign to impoſe an Emperor upon them. White 
they remain ſo ſecure, while they give themſelves ſo little 
Concern about the Event of the War, why we ſhould be ſo 
terribly frightened; why we ſhould imagine that France has 
a Deſign to conquer Germany, and to place one of the 
Houſe of Bourbon upon the Imperial Throne, I cannot com- 
prehend: I am fure no ſuch Intention can be preſumed from 
any Circumftance yet publickly known ; and F hope we do 
not think that either Spain or Sardinia has a Mind to con- 


quer Germany, or that France would allow them, if either 


or both were able to accompliſh ſuch a Deſign. From pub- 
lick Circumſtances, therefore, I can ſee no Reaſon we have 
now, or indeed ever had, to put ourſelfes to any Charge, ot 
to make any Preparations ; and if there be any private Rez- 
ſons, they muſt be ſuch as concern us in particular, be- 


- cauſe, if they related to Europe in general, the other Coutts 


of Europe, particularly the Dutch, would certainly have 
diſcovered them as well as we; nay, if they had not, it 
would have been the Duty of our Miniſters to have diſco- 


vered them, not only to the Dutch, but to all the Princes 


of Europe; for whatever Danger there might be in diſco- 
vering them to this Houſe, there could not ſurely be any 
Danger in diſcovering them to thoſe Courts, which have 
as deep a Concern as we have in the Preſervation of the Li- 


berties of Europe. 


As no Part of our late Tranſactions has ever been laid 
before this Houſe, as all ſuch Lights have been denied 
us, I do not know, Sir, but there may be private Reaſon: 
for our being particularly concerned in the Event of the pre- 
ſent War: If there are any ſuch, they muſt proceed from 
ſome of our late Tranſactions; and in that Caſe; thoſe 


Tranſactions ought to have been laid before this Houſe : 
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the very Beginning of the War, that we might from them Anno 8. Geo. Ii. 


have ſeen our Danger, and might have provided for our 
Safety in Time. But to inſinuate, that either of the Parties 
now engaged in War may have ambitious Views againſt the 
Liberties of Europe, is an Inſinuation that is contradicted by 
the Behaviour of all the Princes and States of Europe not 
already engaged in the War; and therefore cannot, in my 
Opinion, have any Weight. | 
We are next told, Sir, that tho' neither Party at pre- 
ſent have any ambitious Views, yet they may form ſuch 
Views, and in order to prevent their forming any ſuch, we 
muſt make great Preparations ; that this will ſhew them we 
are in earneſt, and will make them give Ear to the reaſon- 
able Plan of Peace which his Majeſty, in Conjunction with his 
Allies, is to offer: Whereas, if we make no ſuch Prepara- 
tion, that France will conclude we have loſt all Appre- 
henfions of the growing Power of that Kingdom, and 
that we have no Concern for the Preſervation of the Balance 
of Power. For God's Sake, Sir, can Gentlemen be ſerious 
when they argue at this Rate? Can France, or any Power 
on Earth, imagine that we will look tamely on, and ſee the 
iberties of Europe overturned ; or can the Addition of 7 
r 8000 Men to our Army add any thing to their Dread of 
our Power ? 'They all know, and France in particular has 
Reaſon to know, the Strength and Power of this Nation, 
when wiſely managed and prudently exerted ; if therefore 
they form any ambitious Views, if they reject the juſt 


Terms of Peace that are to be propoſed by his Majeſty, or 


if they defpiſe the Mediation that has been offered, it cannot 
proceed from any Contempt they have of the real Strength 
of this Nation, but from a Contempt of the Councils by 
which that Strength is to be exerted : This is a Contempt 
which, I am afraid, they have already conceived ; and if 
ve ſhould agree to the Propoſition now before us, without 
ſeeing Reaſon for ſo doing, J am ſure either the Wiſdom or 
Integrity of this Houſe will ſuffer conſiderably, in the Opi- 
nion of the World both abroad and at home. e 

* Another terrible Thing we are this Day taught to ap- 
prehend, is, that Succeſs may inſpire one of the Parties en- 
gaged in War, with an ambitious View of overturning tlie 
balance of Power: That two or three complete Victories may 
make it abſolutely neceſſary for us to engage immediately in 
the War; and that therefore we ought to prepare in Time. 
that we may be ready to fly to the Relief of the Unfortu- 


late, be fore they are quite overwhelmed : Upon this, Sir, 


| ſhall only aſk if any Gentleman in this Houſe can imagine, 
that Germany, Poland and Muſcovy, for I think I may now 


ay they are united, can be conquered in one Campaign; 
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Anno 8. Geo. 11. or ſuppoſing the other to be the unfortunate Side, can they 


Winter to prepare, and till then tis certainly quite unneceſ- 


We are told, Sir, that the Proſperity of this Nation depends 


when their Heads are not diſtraded, nor their Hands di- 
verted, by any foreign or domeſtick War, they have Time 


„ 


imagine that France, Spain and Italy can be conquered in 
one Campaign ? If any Gentleman can imagine ſuch a 
Thing, with him I ſhall not pretend to argue ; but with 
thoſe who cannot, which I believe are the Majority of this? 
Houſe, I think I may contend that neither Side can in one 
Campaign be reduced ſo low, but that the united Force of. 
Great Britain, Holland, Denmark, and Sweden, thrown in 
early the next Campaign, will be ſufficient for their Relief, 
and for obliging the proudeſt Conqueror to ſubmit to rea- 
ſdnable Terms; in which Caſe we ſhall have the whole 


ſary to put ourſelves to any Expence. 
As this Day ſeems to be a Day of Paradoxes, among 
the reſt we have been told one with reſpect to our Trade. 


upon the Tranquility of our Neighbours ; and that in Times 
of Peace, there is always a greater Demand for the Manu- 
factures and Produce of this Country, than in Time of War. 
This, Sir, is ſo far from being a juſt Maxim in Trade, 
that the direct contrary is true. The chief Part of the Pro- 


duce of this Country conſiſts in the Neceſſaries, and not F and 
the Luxuries of Life; and conſequently our Neighbours wilt mak 
always conſume as much of ſuch Sort of Things in Time Wt to in 


of War as in Time of Peace: But the Difference is, that 


to apply themſelves to Tillage; they have Time to apply 


themſelves to Manufactures of all Kinds; they have Leiſure re 
to think of and to improve all the Arts of Peace; and by Dan 
ſo doing they furniſh themſelves at home with a great many WW it m 
of thoſe Neceſſaries which, in Time cf War, they are oblig d if w 
to purchaſe of us. This is not only evident in Theory, but Exa 
is confirmed by Experience; for our Trade has ſuffered WE Feo 
more by the Domeſtick Improvements made by our Neigh- 8 
bours, during the laſt long Tranquility in Europe, than it al 
has done by any other Means; except the heavy Duties we NE 
Have laid upon ourſelves, and the great Trouble and many mg 
Fees and Perquiſites we have ſubjected our Merchants to, 5 
both in importing and exporting their Goods and Merchan- rect 
dize : Theſe Incumbrances will in Time moſt certainly ruin ab 
every Branch of our Trade, if we do not take Care to re- . 4 L. 
move them ſpeedily, by paying off thoſe Debts by which - 
they have been occaſion'd. And as to our Security, it can b 
never be diſturbed by any Broils among our Neighbours, oy, 
unleſs the Balance of Power ſhoutd be brought into real Ka 


Danger, which our Neighbours upon the Continent would 
take better Car: of than they do, if we did not On 
aL 


1 


f all Occaſions ſhew ourſelves ſo mighty officious as to do it 
for them. | 


It is an eaſy Matter, Sir, for any Man, who has a quick 


Invention and a ſtrong Imagination, to form imaginary Dan- 
gers. In Time of Peace we are frightened with Invaſions, 
2 becauſe our Neighbours have their Troops quartered upon 
their Coaſts, and have nothing elſe to do with them; and in 
Time of War, becauſe our Neighbours have great Armies in 
the Field, tho' no Power in Europe has any Quarrel with us. 
In Time of Peace we muſt keep up a more numerous Army 
than is conſiſtent with the Libert'es of a free People, in or- 
der to prevent a War's breaking oit; and in Time of War we 
> muſt add to that Army, and put ourſelves to great Expence, 
n order to reſtore the publick T anquility, and preſerve the 
Balance of Power, tho' no othe Nation in Europe appears 
do be in the leaſt apprehenſive of its being in Danger. Thus, 
2 Sir, we are always in a Fright, and, for what I know, our 
FApprehenſions may at laſt become ſo extravagant; that if 
Angria, the Eaſt-India Pirate, ſhould fit out any greater 
Number of Grabs than uſual, we muſt fit out a Squadron 
and augment our Land- Forces, for fear of his coming to 
make an Invaſion upon us. By this, Sir, I do not mean 
to inſinuate that we are now in no Danger; I do not know 
but we may: But whatever Danger we may be in, I am 
very ſure it does not appear from any Circumſtances yet 
= publickly known, nor from any Thing that hath as yet 
been communicated to this Houſe ; and therefore I cannot 
= agree to load the People with any new Charge. If the 
= Danger is ſuch as cannot be immediately communicated, 
it muſt be ſuch as cannot be immediately apprehended ; and 
if we are only like to be in Danger, we ought to follow the 
Example of our wiſe Neighbours the Dutch, in putting our 
People to no Expence, and in reſerving our whole Strength 
to be vigoronſly exerted againſt thoſe, whoſe future Deſigns 


ſhall ſeem any way to threaten the Safety of Europe. 
We have been told, Sir, that the Danger of not agree- 
ing to what is propoſed is infinitely great ; but that in agree- 


ing to it there is no Danger; Sir, in my Opinion, it 1s di- 
E realy otherwiſe. It is certain, that the Regard we are to 

expect from Foreigners muſt always depend upon the Eſteem | 
| they have of the Strength of the Nation, and of the Wif- 


dom of thoſe Councils by which that Strength is to be di- 


only in the Troops we have on Foot, or the Squadrons we 
have at Sea, but upon the Number of Troops we are able 
to raiſe and maintain, and the Squadrons we are able to put 
to Sea. Therefore it is certain that the Adding 7 or 8000 
Men to our Land- Forces, or to — Squadrons we have already 


2 | fitted, 


rected. 'The Strength of the Nation does not ſurely conſiſt 
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W. u. fitted out, can add nothing to the Opinion Foreigners have 


of our Strength: But the putting ourſelves to ſuch needleſ 
Expence, when no Man can ſay that we are in any real 
Danger, will certainly give Foreigners a very mean Opinion 
of our Councils. The Armaments we have made can ob- 
lige neither of the Sides engaged in War, but may probably 
Sive great Offence, by which we may draw a War upon 
ourſelves 3 our Armaments may very probably unite ſeveral 
of the Powers of Europe againſt us, while by the Inaction 
of thoſe Armaments we may be deprived of every Ally. 
But, Sir, with regard to our domeſtick Affairs, the Dan- 


ger is more apparent and much more terrible. The keep- 


ing up of a numerous Standing Army, in Time of Peace, is 
abſolutely inconſiſtent with the Liberties of this Nation. 
The Gentlemen, or at leaſt fome of them, who ſupported 
this Motion, talk of an Army of 18,000 Men as always 
neceſſary to be kept up within this Hand. This, Sir, is 
the true Secret of this Day s Motion; thoſe Gentlemen 
know that when Peace is yeſtored, the Nation will inſiſt 
upon a Reduction's being made, therefore, think they, let 
us now. increaſe the Army, that when Peace is reſtored we 
may ſtop the Mouths of the Diſaffected, (as they call them) 
by making a Reduction of the Troops we are now to add: 
And thus, Sir, we ſhall have a Standing Army of 18,000 
Men ſaddled upon us for ever. As I am of Opinion, that 


an Army of 18,000 Men is at leaſt 10,000 more than we 


ought te have in Time of Peace; as F am of Opinion that 
ſuch a numerous Army can be neceſfary for no End, but that 
of enabling a Minſter to trample the Liberties of his 
Country ; therefore I think the Motion ought to be rejected 
with Difdain. _ 

As for Miniſters, they muſt not expect Babs and 
Eſteem from their Equipage, but from the Wiſdom and 
Addreſs of their Negotiations ; ; for a Miniſter with a blun- 
dering Head, or one that is ſent upon ridiculous Errands, 
will make as forry a Figure with an Equipage of regular 
Troops, as an Equipage of Footmen ; and J am afraid the 
Aſs's Ears will appear much more conſpicaoas under a well- 
burniſhed Head-piece, than ever they did under a well pow- 


der'd Peruke. 


© The other Parallel, Sir, that has been drawn is very 


much to the preſent Purpoſe, if it had been properly related. 


We are in the very Caſe of a Gentleman, who 1s told by his 
Steward and the Workmen employed by that Steward, that 
his Eftate is in great Danger of being overflowed by the 
Breach in thofe Dykes and Mounds, which, as they ſay, 
were made to prevent Inundations. The Gentleman is ſur- 


prifed at this, knowing that there were never any Dykes 
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or Mounds made upon his Eſtate for preventing Inundations, 
but what were made by Nature; and that his Eſtate could 
not be overflowed without ſome artificial Inlets made, or even 
EZ Windmills or Fire-Engines prepared and ſet up for that 
"28 Purpoſe. He anſwers, you really ſurpriſe me, I can hardly 
believe there is a Poſſibility in what you relate; however, 
ru go along with you and examine every Part of my Eſtate, 
and will then take ſuch Meaſures as may be proper for pre- 
2B venting the Danger: Upon this the Steward and his Work- 
| 8 men are in a Fright, they know that the Inlets were made 
or the Windmills ſer up, either by themfelves or by ſome of 
heir Maſter's Neighbours, with their Connivance; and there- 
fore they reply, O Lord, Sir! you muſt not examine into 
Particulars, the Breaches are of ſuch a Nature that if you 
but look upon them they will become irreparable; give us 
but a ſmall Sum of Money, and an Order for ſuch of your 
EZ Tenants as we ſhall name, to attend and aſſiſt us, we can 
now eaſily make up the Breach ; but if you delay, or offer to 
examine into it, the Reparation will coſt you more than the 
Value of your Eftate : If fuch a Gentleman fhould comply 
© blindly with ſuch a Demand, I am ſure, Sir, it muſt be 
= granted, that if he was not mad, he was very much under 


the Management of his Steward. 


* While the Dutch, and all the other States of Europe 


rot yet engaged in the War, ſhew ſo little Concern about it; 
while even the Princes of Germany ſhew fo little Inclination 
to exert their whole Strength upon the Occaſion ; I cannot 
BE think the Balance of Power in any imminent Danger : And 
if any Danger threatens this Nation in particular, in God's 
Name let 5. 

Wy whence it is to be apprehended, we may eaſily take ſuch 


be told ; when we know what it is, or from 


Meaſures as may prevent it ; but do not let us, under ima- 


9 ginary Pretences of diſtant foreign Dangers, ſubje& our Con- 
ſtitution to a real, an imminent domeſtick Danger; for what 
will it avail us to preſerve the Liberties of Europe, if under 
that Pretence we 4 


deftroy our own ?? 


To this it was replied by the ſame Members who ſi upported 


. 


__ | Ee 
* Whatever Advantage we may draw from the Tranqui- 


liity of others, it is certain we muſt always draw great and 
many Advantages from our own; and it is as certain, that 
let the Deſigns of the Parties engaged in War be at preſent 
hat they will, we may be 45 concerned in its Event. 
If either the preſent Deſigns ſhould be puſhed too far, or 
ew and ambitious Deſigns encouraged and ſet up by Suc- 


ceſs, we muſt neceſſarily at laſt be involved; and _ is 
: what 
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Anne 8, Geo. 11. what we ought if poſſible to prevent. This I take to be 
£73435 , the true and only Deſign of the Augmentation now pro- 
poſed ; it is ſo ſmall that I cannot look upon it as deſigned 
to engage us in the War, but to prevent our being engaged; 
and for this Reaſon, I think, we may the more eaſily agree 
to it. | | 2 
© Whether the Balance of Power be now in Danger, or 

whether this Nation in particular be now in Danger, is not 

the Queſtion before us; but whether both may not be in! 
Danger by the Event of the preſent War, and this I really) ; 

think can't be made a Queſtion. In ſuch a Caſe we are 
not to be directed by the Behaviour of other States: At leaſt, 
I am ſure, the Reſolutions of this Houſe ought as little to 
be regulated by the Example of the Dutch, or of the 
Princes of Germany, as they ought to be regulated- by the 
Advice of our own Miniſters. In the War which was com- 
menced before the Death of the late King William, I be- 
lieve it will not be denied but that the Balance of Power 
was really in Danger, and yet, for ſome Time after it 
commenced, the Dutch ſeemed, to all publick Appearance, 
as quiet as they ſeem at preſent; the Princes of Germany 
ſeemed as little concerned, nay, ſome of them actually en- 
gaged againſt the Liberties of Europe, and of their Coun- 
try. Till we declared ourſelves, no Prince in Europe would 
venture to ſtir to the Relief of the Houſe of Auſtria; and 
therefore I muſt think, that the outward Behaviour of all, 
or any of the Princes of Europe, can never be made uſe of 
as any Argument in this Debate. Beſides, Sir, the other 
Princes and States of Europe have no Occaſion to make any 
Augmentation of their Forces till they are juſt ready to take 
the Field: They have, all of them, great Bodies of Land- 
Forces in continual Pay; there is hardly an Electoral Prince 
of Germany, but what maintains as great a Number of 
Land- Forces as are now in this Iſland ; and yet, I hope, it 
will not be ſaid, but that if we were to engage, we not 
only could, but ought to take the Field with a much greater 
Army than either of them can maintain; for which Reaſon 
we are always under a Neceſſity to begin to prepare much 

ſooner than any of our Neighbours. 5 

We may talk what we will of the Number of Men in 
our Country, and the Numbers of Ships in our Harbour; 
but from ſuch Calculations the Strength of a Nation is not 
now to be computed. It is from the Number of regular, 
well-diſciplin'd Troops, and from the Number of Men of 
War provided with experienced Seamen, that the Strengt| 
of a Nation is always now computed: A Number of regu 
lar well-diſciplined Troops is now become ag neceſſary, either 
for Offence or Defence, as a well-diſciplined, wanne 
Militia 
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from its Neighbours, depends now as much upon the former, 
ns it depended of old upon the latter. Tis true, Regi- 
ments may be ſoon raiſed, Regiments may be ſoon augment- 
ed; but a Regiment newly raiſed muſt be exerciſed for ma- 


| | In old, well-diſciplined Regiment; and even an old Regi- 
ment newly augmented, cannot pretend to enter upon im- 
mediate Action, it muſt have ſome Time to diſcipline the 
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Should always begin to increaſe our Land-Forces, at leaſt, 
ome Months before there may be a Neceſſity for entering 
upon Action: And by what is now propoſed, the Increaſe 


Way; that is, by adding a Number of private Men to each 
Lompany in the Service, without raiſing any new Regiments 
or Companies, which could not fo ſpeedily be made fit for 


be more expenſive to the Nation. 


LIrance, I am none of thoſe, Sir, who imagine that Germany, 
5 Poland, and Moſcovy, can be conquered in one Campaign; 
y er. al 


d much leſs do 1 imagine that France, Spain, and Italy, 


Coun- gan be conquered in one Campaign. And yet I do verily believe, 
would «7: nt þ 4 . 

e hat a compleat Victory or two, gained in the very Begin- 
* 71 Ping of a Campaign, eſpecially by that Side which has hi- 


| wake 7 onſequences, and might bring the unfortunate Side fo low, 
gs N f they met with no Relief or Aſſiſtance before the Begin- 
- = Wing of the next Campaign, that to recover the Loſſes of 


Land- 


Prince Feaſonable Terms, would moſt certainly coſt this Nation a 


Waſt Expence of Blood and Treaſure ; even though we were 


ber of Enmeditely joined by Holland, Denmark, and Sweden, 
zope, : Peither of whoſe Aſſiſtance, even in ſuch a critical Con- 
we * Jucture, we can pretend to depend upon with Certainty. 
gre For upon ſuch an Occaſion, ſome of them might expect to 
3 Fake an Advantage by joining the victorious Side; and it 


de ſhould be obliged to engage ſingly, and without the Affi 
pance of either of the three Powers I have mentioned, one 
Infortunate Campaign might involve us in a tedious, an 
Fpenſive, and even a doubtful War: Whereas, if we put 
urſelves in ſuch a Condition as to be able to give immediate 
Relief to the unfortunate Side, or to engage immediately 
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o be inconſiſtent, with the Safety of Europe, we may then 
alily caſt the Balance, and give Law to the Conquerors, 


y Months, before it can expect to engage ſucceſsfully againſt - 


new Men that have been incorporated. This is the Reaſon, 
Sir, and, in my Opinion, a convincing Reaſon, why we 


to be made in the moſt proper, and the leaſt expenſive 


addition, and would, by increaſing the Number of Officers, 


Wherto had the beſt Succeſs, might be attended with ſuch. 


Fat Campaign, and compel the Conquerors to accept of 


gainſt that Side whoſe Views thall hercafter be diſcover'd 


Militia was of old; and the Regard a Nation is to expect Amo 8. Geo. 11, 
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© I ſhall admit, Sir, that France and her Allies han | 
made the Declarations mentioned by the honourable Ger. 
tleman ; and I do not know but they may be ſincere, but 


am ſure they are not to be truſted to : For even granting 
that theſe Declarations are ſincere, that they have real) 


no other Views but what they openly profeſs, yet we knoy 
that Succeſs may elate the Minds of the Conquerors, and 
may make them conceive new Deſigns, which they couli 
not at firſt have thought of. And againf} theſe we are tv 
provide, as well as againſt any Deſigns they may have a We 
preſent which we have not yet diſcovered; for if Franc 
and her Allies ſhould over-run all Germany, eftabliſh St. 


niſlaus upon the Throne of Poland, and oblige the Czarin 
to ſubmit to their Terms, I am very far from thinking that 
either of them would abide by the Declarations with which 
they began the War: I am ſure, our Conſtitution would be 
expoied to much greater Danger, than it can be from the 
{mall Addition now propoſed to be made to our Army. 
This leads me, Sir, to conſider that terrible, that in- 
minent Danger our Liberties are expoſed to, by keeping up 
a numerous Standing Army in Time of Peace; which 1: 
Danger that has been much exaggerated, upon this and many 
other Occaſions, by the Gentlemen of the other Side of the 
Queition. I could eaſily ſhew, that an Army kept up {ron 
Year to Year, under the Direction of Parliament, and com- 
manded by Gentlemen of the beſt Families, and ſome «i 
them of as good Eſtates as any in the Kingdom, can never 
be dangerous either to our Conftitution or to our Liberties, 


were it much more numerous than it is, or is now propoſed 


to be; but the keeping up a Standing Army in Time ol 


Peace is not the Queſtion under our Conſideration. Wil 


Gentlemen ſay, that when all Europe is in a Flame, ve 
ought not to begin to make Preparations ? Will they ay, 
that we ought never to make any Augmentation, or to pie. 
pare for War, till it is publickly declared? Can this, it, 
be a ſafe Maxim for any Nation ? | 

I do not know, Sir, that any Gentleman has in th 
Debate declared, that 18,000 is the Number of Land-Force 


which muſt always be kept up in this Nation, even in time 


of the profoundeſt Tranquility: However, it has been diſco- 
vered, it ſeems, that this is the Opinion of ſome Gentle 
men ; and that the Addition now moved for, is propoſed ior 
no other Reaſon, but only that theſe Gentlemen may have 
an Opportunity of ſtopping the Mouths of the Diſaſfefted, 
by reducing that additional Number as foon as the publick 
Tranquility is re- eſtabliſned. Sir, if no Reaſon had been 


aſſigned for the Addition propoſed, there might have been 


ſome Room for this Preſumption; but as other Ree 
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have been aſſigned, as thoſe Reaſons are apparent from the anno 8. Geo. 11. 


preſent Circumſtances of Europe, I cannot fee how ſuch a 
Preſumption can be made: But ſuppoſe this were really 
the Deſign of ſome Gentlemen in this Houſe, will not every 
other Gentleman be at Liberty to oppoſe that Deſign when 
the Peace is reſtored ? May not every Gentleman, who ſhall 


then have the Honour to be a Member of this Houie, pro- 


poſe as great a Reduction as he pleaſes ? Is it not as eaſy to 
propoſe the Reduction of 17,000 as of 75000 ? And when 
we are ſo happy as to have an Opportunity to make a Re- 
duction, the Queſtion will then come properly to be argued, 
what Number of Land- Forces is neceſſary to be kept up in 
this Nation in Time of Peace? Upon that Queſtion, I hope 
as great a Number will be reduced, without any regard to 


the Addition now made, as the Safety of the Nation can 
admit of; for I ſhall join with the honourable Gentlemen 


in Opinion, that we ought never to keep up a greater Num- 
ber than is abſolutely neceſſary for the Safety of the Nation, 
and the Support of his Majeſty's Government; and whoe- 
ver is againſt keeping up that Number, ſhall always be look- 


ed on by me as a Perſon diſaffected to both. 


* Before I conclude, Sir, I muſt take Notice that from 


this Debate it appears to me, that the Gentlemen employed 
in the Adminiſtration of our Affairs are always in the moſt 
tickliſh Situation. If they propoſe to make Proviſions a- 
gainſt Dangers, by which Proviſions the People muſt be put 
to an Expence, they then are charged with raiſing imaginary 
Dangers, in order from thence to take an Opportunity to 
load the People with new Taxes : And their Misfortune is, 
that the more careful they have been in time paſt, the Ar- 
gument grows every Day ftronger againſt them; becauſe 
People begin at laſt to believe, that the Dangers which were 
never felt were imaginary, tho' in Reality they were pre- 
vented only by the Proviſions that were made againſt them. 
However, many People may come at laſt to be confirmed in 
this erroneous Opinion, by which the Miniſters may be at 
laſt refuſed thoſe Proviſions that are actually neceſſary ; and 
if, by ſuch Refuſal, any ſignal Misfortune ſhould befal the 
Nation, the Miniſters would be ſure to be loaded with 
the Blame of it, tho' they had done all that was in their 
Tower to warn us of the Danger. 

I cannot really comprehend, Sir, what Sort of Informa- 


tion it is that Gentlemen want upon this Occaſion ; would 


they have his Majeſty ſend to tell us, that there 1s a bloody 
War carried on by France, Spain and Sardinia againſt the 
Emperor? Surely they do not expect that his Majeſty ſhould 


{end us a particular Meſſage, in order to acquaint us with a 
Piece of News that is known to the whole World | Bo 
| ably 


Toh. IV. - 1 


I” 34-35» 


Anno 8. Geo, II. bably his Majeſty has not yet diſcovered, whether any of Þ* 
the Parties engaged in War have any farther Views than 
what they publickly avow ; this I ſay may not probably WY; 
have been yet diſcovered, becauſe no Plan of an Agreement 
has yet been offered to the Parties concerned: Or perhap: Wu 
his Majeſty has already diſcovered, that fome of the rartie; Wu 
concerned have ſome ſecret and ambitious Views, which 
In the 
firſt Caſe, his Majeſty can give us no farther Information (We 
than what he has already given; but ſuppoſe the laſt to be 
the Caſe, ought his Majeſty, either by Meſſage or other 
wiſe, to diſcloſe to us the Secrets he has diſcovered, or the Wn; 
Reſolutions he has taken upon ſuch Diſcovery ? Would not 
ſuch a Meſſage be an open and a publick Declaration of WW 


1734-35. 


Mr Howe, 


63 86 


will oblige him to declare very ſoon againſt them. 


War ? And will any Gentleman ſay, that it would be wile 


in his Majeſty, or in thoſe who hove the Honour to ad- 


viſe him, to make any ſuch publick Declaration, before he 
has made all the neceſſary Preparation, and is juſt ready v 


enter upon Action? In ſhort, let us put the Caſe what Wy 


we will, it is impoſſible we can have, or ought to have, 
any farther Information than what every Gentleman Wich. 


out Doors, as well as within, fully knows from the Ci- 


cumſtances Europe is in at preſent. And as theſe are, in 


my Opinion, more than ſufficient for inducing every Man, 


who regards the Safety of his Country, to agree to the 
Augmentation now propoſed, I ſhall very little regard whit 
may be thought of the Wiſdom or the Integrity of thi 
Houſe ; for I am very ſure, every Man whoſe good Opinion 
is worth deſiring, will, from our agreeing to this Queſtion, 
be convinced of both,” N 


Some Members, who agreed to the Neceſſity of an Aug: 
mentation of our Forces, thought it more eligible to hit 
foreign Troops than increaſe the Number of our Army al 
Home: And in Support of this Propoſal, Mr John Ho? 
ſtood up, and ſpoke as follows: 

Sir, : 

© It is with great Diffidence and Confuſion, that I ſtand 
up to ſpeak on this Occafion : I think it one of more Diff. 
culty, a more critical Conjuncture, than ever I knew unde! 
the Conſideration of this Houſe. I cannot, Sir, but wit! 
the greateſt Reluctancy think of adding to the heavy Þur 
then my Country already labours under; and yet it would 
be the greateſt Concern imaginable to me, if through al 
ill-tim'd Piece of good Huſbandry, I ſhould ſuffer the Ne. 


tion to be involv'd in Calamities, which ſome Expence 


might have prevented. In this Streight I ſhould be glad to 
give no Opinion; but yet muſt now offer ſuch as occurs d 
| me. 
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uy of Þ g me. Peace is the greateſt Advantage that can be deſired by 4 


chan a free and trading Nation: Any Expence which will contri- 
bab.y bute to continue that Bleſſing to us, will be Money well 
ement WY employed ; and what is now propoſed to us, I ſee in the Light 
rhaps i Jof a Meaſure for Peace: The Increaſe of our Forces in ge- 
dies neral appears to me, to be with an Intention, not to make, 
which but to prevent War. We are now in the righteſt Situation 


n the poſüble: We take on us the Part of Mediators, not of 
nation BR Principals or Parties in the War: May our gocd Offices 


to be be effectual? All I can do to make them fo, I am ſure I 


. 
3 


other- E wiſh : God ſend they may be ſo? But we muſt put our- 


or the ſelves into a Condition to be a Weight in whichever Scale 
ald not we may throw ourſelves ; for bare Reaſons, Perſuafives 


nno 8. Geo. II. 
1734-35» | 


ion of alone, will, I fear, have little Effect. But if the ſtronger 


de vie party is made ſenſible, that if it refuſes to come into rea- 
to ad. ſonable Terms, it will not long continue the ſtronger Party, 
fore It our Mediation will be more regarded; aud a Miniſter will 
Racy (0 be beſt hearkened to, waoſe Equipages, inſtead of a great 
t V Number of fine Footmen, conſilts of a large Body of good 
o haut Troops: I am therefore, Sir, free to declare for arming 


1 Vith. 


ourſelves, convinced that an unarmed Mediation muſt prove 
1e Ci. 


Jan unſucceſsful one. But, Sir, as the ſhewing what a con- 


arc, u trary Meaſure would produce, does beſt illuſtrate Things, 
Man, let us conſider what would be the natural Effects of our de- 
to the Eclining to make any warlike Preparations. Wovld it not 
7 be declaring to the French that they may go on and con- 
of this 


Fa quer? That they may place upon the Imperial Throne a 
pinion 


ueſtion, 
— 


the French would naturally draw from our not arming: A 


un Aug Concluſion no Engliſhman ſurely would give them an Op- 
to hie Bl portunity to make. Warlike Preparations will, I hope, con- 
Army ag duce to making Peace; and if they fail of making Peace, they 
n Hout will enable us to make War: The Expence will neither 


Way be loſt. A noble Lord was pleaſed to ſay, that the 
Proſperity of this Nation depended on the Peace and Jran- 


t | ſtand quility of our Neighbours ; I join with him in Opinion; 


re Dili- Nat leaſt fo far that it may be diſturbed by their Want of 
w unde Tranquility: But ſurely then we ought not to repine at any 
zut wi Expence to procure that Peace and T ranquility to them, 
y Bu, epon which our own Proſperity is thought to depend. Some 


t woll Gentlemen ſeem to apprehend, that arming will engage us 
-ough - War, without the Dutch; far from it; for if it ſhoaid fail 
the Ne Hof its defired Succeſs, we are {till at Liberty to act as we 
Zxpence think beſt : But upon that Article, I think it moſt proper to 


e glad be filent at preſent. We may, as the Country People ex- 
Xccurs press it, when the Time comes, do like our Neighbours. 


me. 1 But 


Prince of the Houſe of Bourbon? That England is not 
now, as formerly, apprehenſive of the Increaſe of the 
Power of France? This would certainly be the Concluſion 


1714˙15. 


Mr Lindſay. 


( 66. 


Anno 8. Geo, 11, But now, Sir, as I have given my Conſent to the Increaſe ; 


of Forces in general, I muſt likewiſe declare, that for the : 
Method, now propoſed, of increaſing them, by raiſing more 
national 'Troops, I can by no Means approve of it. After 


which it will be expected of me to ſay in what Manner | 


would have them increaſed ; for to oppoſe a Meaſure, and : 
propoſe no other in its Place, is certainly very unjuſtifiable. Wa 


On this Occaſion therefore, I am not ſhy of declaring that J 
the warlike Preparation I mean, is by making Contrad: We 


with foreign Princes for their Troops, in caſe we call for 
them. 
voidable Expence ; and yet the Expence of national Troops 


is ſtill greater: Even the diſbanding of national Troops 


does not free us from the Expence of them; their Half 
Pay remains; and *tis remarkable, that Half-Pay Officer, 
tho' they hardly live, they never die. But other Objections 
ariſe to national Troops; the Burthen they are otherwise, 
and the Danger from them is likewiſe greater; not that | 
look on them, as another noble Lord does, as a Standing 
Army; for it is not to be ſuppoſed, that this can be the Num. 
ber to be kept up: That is not my Objection ; but I objed 
to the Increaſe of national Forces, as a Method in no Cir 
cumſtance ſo eaſy or ſafe, as the engaging foreign One. 
Arming in general I think abſolutely neceflary ; and were 
there no other Method, I would conſent to this. Qu: 
Houſe indeed is not on Fire, but our Neighbours is in 1 
Flame; I therefore approve the increaſing of our Force 
in general, and only oppoſe the Method now propoſed © 


raiſing national Ones, as there is a more eaſy and more con. 


venient one of doing it, by engaging foreign Troops. 

To this Speech of Mr Howe's it was replied by Mr Lind 
ſay, That by the Augmentation propoſed, it was not it- 
tended to add new Officers, but only ſo many private Mer 
to each Company; ſo that when Peace was reſtored, the 
Augmentation then made could be reduced, without leaving 
any Charge upon the Nation: That in a Time of ſuch pub 


lick Danger it was neceſſary to augment our Forces within 
the Kingdom, and therefore any ſmall Inconveniencies that 


might from thence ariſe muſt be borne with: That by ir 
creafing our own Troops no Money was carried out of tit 
Kingdom: That it would add to the Number of our trained 
Soldiers, which, if any futare Danger ſhould ariſe, would 
be an Advantage to the Nation : That by a Man's becom- 
ing a Soldier his Labour and Induſtry was not quite loſt, 
for many of them were as induſtrious after lifting as eve! 
they had been before : That old and infirm Soldiers mull 
always of courſe be diſmiſſed, and new Recruits raiſed in 
their Stead, tho' no Augmentation were ever made, 


. Mr 


10 this Method there is no Objection but the un 


reaſe! 
Augmentation, took Notice of the Number of Forces the 
Dutch had on Foot, and their Diſpoſition to act in Concert Mr J. Drummond. 
with Great Britain.“ Then Mr Robert Dundaſs ſtood up, wr Duugaſs, 

and ſpoke againft the Augmentation, and mention'd the bad 
Purpoſes for which the Forces were employ'd, and inſtanc'd 
the drawing up of the Regiment in the Abbey Cloſe at 
EZ Edinburgh, to over-awe the Election of the Scots Peers, 
or over-awe the Elections of Commoners ; and to induce ſuch 
Places as were conceiv'd to wiſh for Troops, to vote for Cour- 
tiers, or otherwiſe to have the 'T'roops remov'd from them.” 
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669) 
Mr John Drummond, in Support of the Motion for the Anne 8. Geo, II. 


73 


To this Mr Duncan Forbes anſwer'd, That the Drawing 


up the Troops in the Abbey Cloſe was an ordinary Muſter 
or Exerciſe of Arms; and the Abbey Cloſe an ordinary 
Place for ſuch Muſters ; and that there was great Need of 
armed Force in Scotland; without which the notorious In- 
elination there to Smuggling and Cheating the Revenue, and 

to mutiny and reſiſt the Execution of legal Proceſs, could 
not be quell'd ; and concluded with diſapproving the Pro- 
poſal for hiring Foreign Troops.“ 
W Erſkine ſtood up and ſaid, 


Hereupon Mr James 


Bip. 5 


Mr D. Forbes, 


Mr Erskine. 


* I am loth to take up the Time of the Houſe, now it 


[ hope the Houſe will indulge me. | 
| © I believe no Member of this, or any other former Par- 
lament, has ever aſſerted that a Standing Army was con- 


ö is ſo late, but as the Affair of the Troops at the Election 
of the Sixteen Scots Peers has been miſrepreſented; and as 
| 1 am fully acquainted with the Truth of that Tranſaction, 


ſtent with our Conſtitution, or even attempt to deny but it 


| 15 dangerous to our Rights and Liberties. A Standing Army 


has been kept up, it is true, from Year to Year, and ſome- 


times augmented, by pretending the Exigencies of the Times ; 
but ſuch Exigencies, that the ſame, or other ſuch, may to 


the World's End be pretended : So that if the ſame mean 


and low Spirit continues in Britain, a Standing Army is for 


ever to be the Oppreſſion of this once flouriſhing Iſſand. 


Theſe Arguments are indeed too general to be dwelt on, 


when the Queſtion is not, Whether to have an Army ; but, 


Whether to augment it? Since it ſeems granted on all Sides, 


that we muſt have an Army for this Year ; that Britain 
muſt for one Year longer ſubmit to that Badge and great 
Mean of Slavery: But if it is ſo dangerous to have any, it is 
till more dangerous to add to it; and if Exigencies requir'd 
ſuch an Army as we had laſt Year, yet it behoves us to ſee 
the Exigencies, that requir'd ſo large an Addition as 8000 
more, before we ought to conſent to it. | 


„ The 


And 8. Ges. II. 


1734.35. 


„ 

The Pretext made uſe of is, that we and the Dutch are 
to be Mediators between the contending Powers of Europe, 
and that unarmed Mediators cannot effectually mediate; 
yet the Dutch are to be unarm'd, not only by Sea, but are 
to add nothing to their Land- Forces, as was but now ac- 
knowledg'd : 'T'ho' the other Day we were told, That as 
vie ſhould increaſe our Fleet, the Sea being our natural 
Barrier; ſo would the Dutch augment their Troops, their 
Barrier being by Land. But now we ſee that our Neigh- 
bours are to ſhare with us the FIonour and Advantage of 
Mediating, and we are to bear all the Burden : Yet it ſeem: 


neither they nor we are indeed to be Mediators ; for his 


by our own Fleet. 


Majeſty's Speech fays only, that his good Offices, and the 
good Offices of the States General, had been accepted of; 
and as ſome Gentlemen had openly in the Houſe deny'd 
that we were to be Mediators, they explain'd the accepting 
of theſe good Offices to be no more than barely to allow us 
to make Propoſals to the Powers in War. And 1s this all 
the mighty Matter for which our domeſtick Army is to be 
augmented ſo greatly? If a ftrong Army is neceſſary for 


this Purpoſe, the Augmentation is too little: But any 


Augmentation in our preſent Circumſtances is not the 
Way to make us to be regarded by the Potentates at 
War. They know our Caſe, that we are under vaſt 
Debts, much whereof was contracted for no Purpoſe, or 
for bad Purpoſes : And to ſee us acting wiſely and fru— 
gally, and to have Money and Credit as formerly, would 
give Britain the Weight it formerly had ; and they know 


that then we could raiſe Troops at Home, and hire Abroad: 


But they would never believe us noticeable for having 25,000 
or 26,000 Men in our Army at Home, with not a Farthing 


in our Pockets. After all, it ſeems hard to be believed that 


it is in earneſt ſaid we are to be Mediators, or at all to in- 
terpoſe, or that we are any ways afraid of the Conſequences 
of the preſent War in Europe: For ſome Vears ago ve 
were offer d the Mediation, and then refus'd it; no doubt 
to ſhew our Modeſty, and that we were not fo vain as to 
take on us to offer Laws to France, a Nation ſuperior to 
Britain, and whom then we obſequiouſly courted. And to 
ſay, we now dread the Progreſs of the Arms of the French 
and their Confederates, one muſt be tempted to think but 
a Pretext: For ſo wiſe Men as adminiſter the Britiſh Affairs 
did certainly foreſce it, and can not be frighted at the 
Conſequences of their own Actions; ſince all flow'd from 
the Introduction of Don Carlos into Italy, which was done 
| am, in my own private Opinion. 


ſo little perſuaded of the Wiſdom of that Expedition, that 
hope the 30,000 Seamen, voted the other Day, are rb 
for 
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„ 


for a better Purpoſe ; yet it is better to make an ible, tho' ex- 


penſive Show of them at Spithead, than {end them Abroad to 


do Miſchief. And all this appears from our ſucceeding Con- 


duct; for it would be a high Reflection to ſuppoſe the In- 
telligence of our Miniſtry ſo bad, that they knew not of the 


Alliance when forming betwixt France, Spain and Sardinia, 
and they could not but ſee the Conſequences of it. Yet they 
did nothing to ſtop that Treaty; nor, when it was finiſh'd, to 
ſtop their powerful Armies from entering Italy, where they 
have had ſo great Succeſs; and our Trade to which Country 
is now as precarious as our Trade to Spain: They likewiſe 
EZ muſt have foreſeen the Progreſs of the Freneh Arms on the 
Rhine ; for who did not know, that the Emperor, having a 
great Army in Italy, was over-power'd by a greater; and 
that France, in the German War, having nothing to appre- 
hend from Italy or Spain, as in former Wars, could not 
bat be an Over-match for the Emperor on the Rhine? 
Therefore as all this has happen'd, having been foreſeen and 
© help'd on by our own Miniſtry, the Fear ſaid to ariſe from 
& thence muſt be but an affected Pretence, as well as the Me- 
diation which we had formerly refuſed, and now did not 


pretend was offer'd to us: Nay, if it was otherwiſe, yet this 
Augmentation of our Army is not the right Way to make 


| ourſelves, ſince we are not like to be attack'd this Year. 
I can't help taking Notice of what was ſaid by the Gen- 


| Uſe of Troops in Scotland. I am ſorry that ſuch Things 
| ſhould be ſaid of that Country, by a Gentleman whom J 


a Stranger to: I dare aſſert the Law, and the Execution of le- 
gal Proceſs, in Scotland has free Courſe without the Aſſiſtance 
of Troops : I have heard of no remarkable Inſtance of the 
| Interpoſition of Troops in ſuch Caſes ; but when it was done 
legally by thoſe in Power and Office, to the Oppreſſion of 
the Subjects, and Overthrow of our Liberties, and contrary 
to Law ; Inftances of which I can give, and I hope will 
in due Time be adverted to, and meet with deſerved Re- 
buke. There are more Inſtances of Mutiny and Tumult 
in England than in Scotland; and more Running of Goods 
in a few Days on the Thames, than in all Scotland for a 
Year. [ Here he related the Manner of drawing up the Re- 
ow in the Abbey-Cloſe at the Election of the Sixteen 
ers. 
in Nan, but making Roads thro' the Mountains of the 

Scots Highlands, which was performed by a Handful.” 
Colonel Handaſyde took up Mr Erſkine, as if what he 
had ſaid about the Regiment in the Abbey-Cloſe * 2 

| ecte 


us conſiderable in the Mediation, nor a good Way to act for 
Ls ab ſpoke laſt, [Mr Duncan Forbes] relating to the 


| regard ſo much, and whoſe Worth and Learning I am not 


Anno 8. Geo. II. 
1734-35* 


— 


For my Part I know no Good the Army has done 


Col. Handaſyde. 


CFE] = 
Anne 8. Geo. II. flected on him, whoſe Regiment it was; and endeayour'd t» 
new that it was but an ordinary Meeting there, and that no 
thing could be meant by it, fince the Regiment marchd 
from Town at Mr Dundaſs's Election: That he deſervd ! 
Thanks, and not Blame, for his Conduct by the Gentlemen 
of that Country; but that ſome wiſh'd there had been Mobs 
and Tumults, and from their Diſappointment proccedet 
| their Complaints.“ 

A Erskine. Mr Erſkine riſing up to reply, Sir James Campbell ſtood 
jr J. Campbell. UP likewiſe, and endeavour'd to ſhew the Neceſſity of Troops 
| in the Highlands ; Urging, © That they ought to be continued ME 
though the Highlanders were, at preſent, moſtly well a. 
fected ; and gave for Inſtance the Advantage of having 

Troops in Scotland in the Year 1715, when the Rebellion 

was rais'd and carried on by the Earl of Mar, Brother to 

the honourable Member who had ſpoke laſt againſt the Mo. 

bir James Camp. tion.“ Several Members, reſenting this Expreſſion as a Re. 
bel: calldto Or klection on Mr Erſkine, call'd out, Io Order: Hereupon 
on Mr Erskine, Mr Erſkine ſtood up again, and ſaid, That when he laf 
on account ol roſe up to ſpeak, it could not be to anſwer the Member 
of Mar's being who had now ſpoke, [Sr James Campbell] for then he had 
Rebellion, anne faid nothing; and that he might for the ſame Reaſon pal 
8 85 by all that the worthy Gentleman had ſpoke ſince.” Here 
Sir James Campbell got up again; but the Houſe would n 
allow him to interrupt: Then Mr Erſkine went on, and ſaid, a T. 

That the honourable Gentleman, who ſpoke before, [-122nin; this 

Colonel Handaſyde) could not, on the leaſt RefleCtio: , ima. look 

gine that any Thing ſaid was meant againſt him, who he ha man 
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never, that he knew of, ſeen in his Life till now; and that the Hon 
Colonel was not then in Scotland, and therefore could no: quer 
be blam'd for any Thing done by his Regiment: That be ſo g. 
blam'd not even his Officers preſent, not doubting but they M 


had Orders: That this was not the Time to argue that in- the 
portant Matter and flagrant Encroachment on the Britiſh Li- the! 
berties, which might come to be inquir'd into afterwards; the ! 
yet the Account he had given of it was juſt, notwithſtanding I. 
the Anſwer : That the Regiment had been muſter'd, and Mr / 
in the Field but a Day or two before, and therefore the 
Meeting on that Day was not an ordinary one : That it could Fe 
not be without a Deſign, and a bad one too: That on ſuch 3 Gene 
Day the three Companies at Leith were march'd to join Wart 
thoſe at Edinburgh, and kept altogether under Arms during Fe 
the Election, and then march'd back to Leith: And that Fe 
other Facts, equally or more groſs, could in due Time and dupp 
Seaſon, be made appear to ſhew that it was done on a bad Wyn 
Deſign : That their marching from Edinburgh at the Elec. V. 
tion for the County, proves only they were not in the Wrong 18 
at that Time, tho' they were prodigiouſly wrong at the 11 
Elecbon 


CET: 


'it Election of the Peers: That the Accuſation of wiſhing for Anno 8. Geo. 11, 
t no. Mobs and Tumults was injurious, and as weak as unjuſt: 'Vhat , 73435: 
chi if it was meant againſt the Majority, what could they gain 

ervd by it? And ſtill leſs could the Minority reap any Advantage 

emen from it, except to put themſelves in the Wrong, when they 

Vows had no Reaſon to hope they would meet with Pardon and 

ceded ! Indulgence: That Mutiny was the ſtale Pretence of thoſe, 

who wanted a Handle to oppreſs by ſuperior Power: That 
food 1 by Mobbing, the Minority could only expect ſuch Ruin to 
roop | 5 themſelves, as had befallen his Kinſman by the Rebellion, 


inved 7 which an honourable Member had, with ſo much Diſcretion 
ell af. and Juſtice, objected to him: That the Objection was ſo en- 


Mr Cha. Areskine 


caving tirely from the Purpoſe, he would paſs it by unanſwer'd, 
dellion as well as the reſt of what that honourable Gentleman had 
ner w faid, did not the high Nature of it require him to ſpeak 
e Mo. to it: That he had ſuffer'd more by it than any Man, except 
a he. his deceas'd Friend and Relation, who was at the Head of 
reupon K it: That his Principle and Conduct, with reſpe& to the pre- 
he lat ſent Eſtabliſhment, ever ſince he enter'd on the World and 
lember Buſineſs, had been uniform and firm in all Times and Situa- 
he hid tions, as every Body knew, who knew him; and as the Ob- 
on pak jector and his Friends had often acknowledg' d: And if now 
Here his greateſt Enemies could bring an Inſtance to the contrary, 
uld no: he conſented to have it reckon'd that he had always been 
1d (aid, a Traitor: That, therefore, if the Occaſion of flinging out 
nean this at him, and the Air with which it was done, had not 
- im AF look'd fo unfavourably, he muſt, in Juſtice to the Gentle- 
he had man who ſpoke it, have thought he intended to do him 
that the Honour; by ſhewing his Loyalty to have been fo undon- 
11d not querable, that his neareſt Relations, and with whom he had 
That he ſo great Connection, could not ſhake or diminiſh it.” 1 
ut they Mr Charles Areſkine “ ſtood up next, and ſaid, That 
hat in: the Abbey and Parliament Cloſe were ſo far diſtant, + that 
iriſh I: the Regiment drawn up in the former could not over-awe 


«wards; the Election at the latter.” 
ſtanding Then the Queſtion being put on the Motion made by 
rd, and Mr Andrews, it paſs'd in the Affirmative by 261 to 208. 
fore the | STR gs | 
it could Feb. 17. Mr Walter Plumer mov'd, That the Poſtmaſter 
n ſuch a WI General might lay before the Houſe a Copy of the King's 
to join Warrant, whereby Letters were permitted to paſs Poſt-free. 
1s during Feb. 19. The ſaid Warrant was laid before the Houſe. 
And that Feb. 24. Several Reſolutions of the Committee on the 
"ime and dupply, having been agreed to by the Houle, Sir William 
on a bad Wyndham mov'd, That the Journal of the Houſe of the 
the Elec Vo I. IV. K om 5th 
e Wrong ® Solicito® General for Scotland. 
g at the The Diſtance is little more than Half s Mile. 
EleQot 


Mr Plamer's Mo- 
tion for lay ing be; 
fore the Houle the 
King's Warrant 

for permitting Let 
ters to pass Post- 
Free. 


Anno 8. Geo II. 
073435 


Sir W. Wyndham's 
Motion for refer- 


„ 


:th of December 1690, in the ſecond Year of William and 


Mary, in relation to the Report from the Committee, to 
whom the Conſideration of the Eftimates and Accounts re- 
lating to the Army, Navy and "Treaſury were referred, 
might be read; which was done accordingly. Then he 
mov'd for reading the Journal of November gth, 1691, in 
the third Year of the ſame Reign, in relation to appoint- 


ing a Committee to inſpe& the Eſtimate of the Navy for 


the Year 1692, which having been alſo read, Sir William 
Wyndham ſtood up again, and ſpoke as follows: 
Mr Speaker, | | 
When I reflect on the long Peace this Nation has en- 


ring the Balimate of joy'd, I am ſurpriſed how ſmall a Part of our publick Debts 


the Navy ſor the 
Year 1735, to a 


has been paid off; but when J conſider the vaſt Sums that 


theft Committee. have been yearly raiſed, that the People have not been made 


quite free of any one Tax which the preceeding War 
brought upon them, nor any Tax, except one only, in the 
leaſt diminiſhed ; I cannot comprehend how it was poſlible, 


in every Year of this long Term of Peace, to find Pretences 


for putting the Nation to ſuch a vaſt Expence : And I muſt 
think, If our Parliaments, for theſe twenty Years paſt, had 
followed the Example laid down in the Precedents now 
read to you, and had always appointed a ſelect Committee, 
to examine the Eſtimates yearly laid before them, it would 


not have been poſſible to prevail with them to agree that 
ſuch an Expence was neceſſary. | 


This, Sir, I wiſh had been done by every Parliament 
ſince the Revolution; and as this is the firit Seſſion of 
new Parliament, I hope we ſhall begin to follow that Ex- 


ample which was ſhewn by the firſt Parliament after the 


Revolution. I hope it will not be ſaid, but that Parliament 
had as good Reaſon to put a Confidence in the Admini. 


ftration as this Parliament has, or as any Parliament had 


ſince that Time ; and yet we find that Parliament, in their 


very firſt Seſſion, paſſing an Act, and by Ballot appointing 


Commiſſioners, for taking and examining the Account of all 


publick Money, and reſolving that no Perſon ſhould be one 


of thoſe Commiſſioners, who had any Office of Profit, or 
was accountable to their Majeſties ; and their Care of the 
publick Money, in their ſecond and third Seſſions, we may 


collect from the Journals now read to us. For this Rei 


ſon I am convinced, that what I am now to propoſe cannot 
be thought ſhewing the leaſt Diſreſpe& to his Majeſty : I 
is only ſhewing that prudent Care of the People's Mone), 
which we ought always to ſhew as their Repreſentatives, 
even tho' there were no particular Reaſon for our being {0 
careful. 
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6 But 


„„ 


© But at preſent, Sir, we have a melancholy Reaſon for anos. ce. 1, 


reſuming the ancient Uſage of Parliament; It is well known 
that Eſtimates have been every Year laid Before this Houſe 


of all the Expences, which were then ſuppoſed to be neceſ- 


ſary for the enſuing Vear; and notwithſtanding thoſe Eſti- 


mates were much larger than were ever before uſual, yet in 


every Year ample Proviſion has been made for the Expences 


| q of the eaſuing Year, conformable to the Eſtimates laid before 
the Houſe : This is known to almoſt every Man, and every 


Man that does know it muſt think it very odd, that in ſo 


ſſmall a Number of Years ſuch a great Debt ſhould be con- 
tracted as is at preſent due upon Account of our Navy; but 
it muſt appear ſtill more ſurprizing when we conſider, that 
in every Seſſion of Parliament Accounts have been laid be- 
fore this Houſe, of the Deficiencies of all former Grants, 
and likewiſe of all Services incurred and not provided for 
by Parliament. 
dered, they would certainly have been made good, and the 


If ſuch Accounts had been rightly confi- 


Services, if found to have been neceſſarily incurred, would 


1 certainly have been provided for, out of the firſt and readieſt 
of the Grants made for the Service of the next enſuing 
Fear. 


This, Sir, is the only proper Way of providing for all 


= Services incurred and not provided for in the former Seſ- 
= fion of Parliament: While this Method is regularly pur- 
& ſued, the Strength of the Nation is not impaired by loading 
Poſterity with Debts and Mortgages; nor can the People 
be ſo eafily prevailed on to ſubmit to any unneceſſary Ex- 
| pence ; and the Facts being freſh in every Man's Memory, 
if any Fraud be couched under any of the Articles of the 
Accounts given in, it may be eaſily diſcovered ; but when 
the Nation is thus ſecretly run in Debt, the People being 
| ignorant of their Expence, cannot find Fault with any of 
| thoſe extravagant Meaſures which occaſioned that Expence ; 
and when Accounts are brought into this Houſe in a Heap, 


and after the Tranſactions to which they relate are all for- 


| gotten, it is then impoſſible for Gentlemen to diſcover the 


Fallacies that may be practiſed in the Manner of ſtating theſe 
Accounts. = 

Upon ſuch a ſlight View, Sir, as I have taken of the 
Accounts now upon the Table, it is not poſſible for me to 
enter into the particular Articles ; but I cannor help taking 
Notice of one which to me appears very extraordinary. 
There is near 250,000 1. charged, not for the Building of 
Ships, but for the Building of Houſes ; whether ſuch Houſes 


were neceſſary I ſhall not now pretend to determine; but * 


they were, I think it is too large a Sum for any Admimi- 
tration to have expended, without a previous Authority 
K 2 from 


17345. 


( 56 ) 


Anno 8. Ges. u. from Parliament; and that I am ſure was never aſked for. 


What the preſent Age may think of ſuch a Sum, I do 


not know, but I am ſure our Anceſtors, even of the very 


laſt Age, would have been extremely ſhy of loading the 
People with at leaſt Six-pence in the Pound upon all the 
Lands in Great Britain, for building Houſes for the Of. 


| ficers belonging to the Admiralty ; and I muſt think it a lit 


tle extraordinary to ſee Miniſters, of their own Heads, un- 
dertake to do that which even Parliaments of old would 
ſcarce have undertaken to have done. Tis true, Parlia- 
ments have of late become very good natur'd, they have put 
great Confidence in Miniſters, and have generally, I ſhall 


not ſay blindly, approved of all miniſterial Meaſures ; This 


may perhaps have made Miniſters preſume a little farther 
than they would otherwiſe have done; but I am very ſure, 
that till very lately, no Miniſter would have dared to have 
drawn the Nation into ſuch an Expence without an Autho- 
rity from Parliament for {o doing. | 

* This Article would, I believe, Sir, have appeared a 
little extraordinary, in the moſt flouriſhing Circumſtnces 


that ever this Nation was in; but when the People are 


groaning under heavy Taxes, when moſt of thoſe Taxes 
are already engaged for the Payment of our Debts, I mutt 
think it highly extravagant. We ought to make our Ellate 
our own, we ought to free it from Mortgages, before we 
think of beautifying it with coſtly Buildings. However, Sir, 
let me ſuppoſe that this Expence was abſolutely neceſſary, 


he {till it ought to have been provided for by Parliament 


efore it was undertaken, or at leaſt the next Seſſion after 
it was laid out : In that Caſe the Parliament would pro- 
bably have taken Care to have ſaved as much upon ſome 
other Article: By that means our being involved in ſo heavy 
2 Debt as we are at preſent would have been prevented, 
and we might have been in a Condition for acting that Part, 


Which the preſent Circumſtances of Europe may make in- 


cumbent upon us to undertake. 

* The Revenues of a Nation, Sir, which always ariſe 
from thoſe Taxes the People are to pay, may be compared 
to the Revenues of a private Gentleman's Eſtate ; and every 
Gentleman who has a Regard to his Family, or to his ow! 
Credit, will certainly proportion his Expence to the Reve- 


nues of his Eſtate, taking Care to ſave as much yearly as 


may be neceſſary for providing for younger Children, and 
for anſwering future Accidents or Misfortunes : Such a Gen- 
tleman will conſider that if, by his Way of Living, he ſpends 
more than the yearly Revenue of his Eſtate may, according 
to this Computation, anſwer, he muſt yearly deſtroy a Part 


of his Estate; and that the greater this Surplus is, the one 
. M2 
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1 
examined in the ſtricteſt Manner, and his Maiter would ne- 
ver place a Confidence in any of his Calculations for the 
future. . 8 
= © The Caſe, Sir, is the ſame with this Nation at pre- 
ent ; We have been made to believe, that what we were 
pending yearly was no more than the yearly Taxes would 
anſwer : Theſe Taxes have been chearfully granted by Par- 
liament, and as chearfully paid by the People, in full Ex- 


Ln 1 - 


b 1 is Eſtate and Family will be ruined. Let us ſuppoſe then Ano 8. Geo. 11, 


17 34-35: 


that ſuch a Gentleman ſhould order his Steward to computer 
"the Manner how he was to live, ſo as not to ſpend yearly 
more than the Revenue of his Eſtate could bear, allowing ſo 
much yearly for Childrens Fortunes, paying off Mortgages, 
or future Contingencies : Suppoſe this Steward had pre- 
ſcribed ſuch a Manner of living, and had for ſeveral Years 
fed him with a Notion that he was ſpending no more year- 
Þ than his Eſtate could bear; but at laſt brings him in a 
terrible Account of Debts contracted, by that Manner of 
f living which he himſelf had preſcribed, and gravely tells 
i him, he muſt ſell or mortgage one of his beſt Manors for 


MK. 
bo. 


paying off thoſe Debts: What would ſuch a Steward de- 


ſerve? Surely he muſt at leaſt expect all his Accounts to be 


7, 
'S 


pectation that theſe were all that were neceſſary for anſwer- 
ing our annual Expence ; but now, Sir, when we are in 
Danger of being brought into a great and unforeſcen Ex- 
Epence, we are told that we have run much in Arrear, that 
la great Debt has been contracted, and that for the Pay- 
ment of this Debt, we muſt either mortgage thoſe Funds 
which ought to be reſerved for a Time of Danger, or we 
muſt lay violent Hands upon thoſe Funds which have been 
long ago declared ſacred, and religiouſly appropriated for 
relieving us from thoſe heavy Burdens we at preſent groan 
under. While we are Members of this Houſe, Sir, we 
are the Truſtees of the People ; and when the People have 
been inſenſibly run into a heavy and unexpected Arrear, 
ſhall we approve of the Accounts of thoſe Services by which 
that Arrear has been occaſioned, without examining ſtrictly 
into every Article? I muſt think we are, both in Honour 
and Conſcience, bound to examine them in the ftrifteſt Man- 
ner; and therefore I ſhall beg leave to move, That the 
ordinary Eſtimate of his Majeſty's Navy, for the current 
Year, may be referred to the Conſideration of a ſelect Com- 
mittee, and that they do examine the ſame, and report the 
acts, with their Opinion thereupon, to the Houle.” 

dir William Wyndham being ſeconded by Mr Sandys, the MrSandys. 
lame occaſion'd a Mr f 
ple, Mr Horatio Walpole, Mr Winnington, Sir William 3 W. Nabe. 

| Tonge 


Debate thereon. 


. , g | le. 
reat Debate, in which Sir Robert Wal- Mr II. Walpole. 


Anno 8. Geo. II. 
e 


Col. Bladen, 


\ obſerve in general, that every Man, who knows any Thing 


bliſhed; and every Gentleman muſt acknowledge, that both 


with too many; and if any ſuch Method had been propoſed, 


Increaſing the publick Revenue was, by having the Taxes 


have occurred fince the famous Peace of Utrecht, are ſo 


any conſiderable Part of the publick Debts, There was no 


ſo that the finding Fault with an 


who computed thoſe Eſtimates and laid them before the Far 


(.-- 78:3 
Yonge, and Colonel Bladen, urg'd the following Arguments . 
againſt the Motion. " | liame 
Sir, c given 
The Affairs of Europe, and the various Incidents that 3 
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freſh in every Man's Memory, that I think it ſufficient t 


of the Hiſtory of Europe for theſe laſt twenty Vears, may 
eaſily give a Reaſon why we have not been able to pay off 


Method of paying off honeſtly and fairly any of our Debts 
formerly contracted, but by increaſing the publick Revenue, 
or ſaving a Part yearly of that which nad before been ella- 


theſe Methods have been purſued as much as it was poſlibls 
We could not increaſe the publick Revenue by impoſing any 


new Taxes, for our People think they are already burdened $ wm 


all Tir 
on Acc 
hy th 
80 
have b. 
ble, an 


it would certainly have been oppoſed, perhaps by ſome of 
thoſe Gentlemen who now find Fault with ſo ſmall a Part of 
gar Debts having been paid off: The only other Method of 


carefully collected, and thereby endeavouring to increaſe tie 
Produce of each; and this has been purſued with the ut- Wi | 
moſt Care, ſo that moſt of our Taxes produce more no; ely 2 
than they did twenty Years a8 5 | ent; 
With reſpe& to the ſaving a Part of the publick Re. *k | 
venue which had been before eſtabliſhed, it could be done eie! 
no other way but by reducing the Intereſt payable to tle,” th 
Creditors of the publick, or by reducing the publick annual coun 
Expence : The firſt of theſe Methods has been purſued, and ranſad 
luckily for the Nation, with great Succeſs ; and no Man can 7) 
with Juſtice ſay, that for theſe twenty Years the Nation has 3a | 
been put to any Expence but what was abſolutely neceſſary, . e 4 
according to the Circumſtances which the Affairs of Europe, n th 
or the Affairs of the Nation were in at that Time; nor li 8 
it been put to any Expence but what was regularly laid be- en, ar 
fore the Parliament, and always approved of by Parliament; _S 
y Part of our Conduct for x as Þ. 

theſe twenty Years paſt, is not really finding Fault with eur 
the Conduct of our Miniſters, but with the Conduct of King n ma 
and Parliament. | immen 
I ſhall agree with the honourable Gentlemen, Sir, tha 
Eſtimates have been every Year laid before the Houſe, 0 
what was then ſuppos'd to be neceſſary for the Service of the 
enſuing Vear; and I hope they will agree with me that 
was right to do ſo; but I never heard that the Gentlemen 


liamen 


; | 23 1 | | 
liament pretended to be infallible. The Eſtimates they have anno 8. Geo. 11. 
g given in have been found to be deficient, ſome of the ne- — 
ceſſary Services have been ſometimes omitted, or the Sums | 


tha thereby allotted have been found not ſufficient for anſwering 


* 0 the Services for which they were appointed, and this is one 
mn Jof the Reaſons why {o large a Debt now appears to be due 

* Jon account of the Navy : Another Reaſon 1s, that the 
L Funds appointed by Parliament for raiſing thoſe Sums, which 
* l were yearly granted by them for the Service of the Navy, 
Th 1 have been always found deficient; and a third Reaſon is, 

; that the Parliament have often found it neceſſary for the 
KOs: Safety of the Nation, to give his Majeſty Votes of Credit, 


in Purſuance of which ſome additional Expences have been 


both WW , . : 
; incurred, above what were mentioned in the Eſtimates year- 


ons ly given in at the Beginning of the Sefiion : And as ſuch 
8 5 Expences were generally incurred by making Additions to 
opal 3 Navy, which is the natural Defence of this Nation in 


all Times of Danger, it has greatly increaſed the Debt due 


me of | : 
0 dn account of our Navy, and is one of the chief Reaſons 


Lie : hy that Debt is now become ſo conſiderable. 2 
* Tas Some of thoſe Accounts relating to the Navy-Debt, 
1 (tte Ire been for ſeveral Years ſucceſſively laid upon your Ta- 


ble, and all of them, except ſome few Articles which have 
ately accrued, were laid before the laſt Seſſion of Parlia- -" 
nent; and for what Reaſons, I ſhall not pretend to deter- | 
nine, the Parliament never thought fit to provide for thoſe 
Deficiencies, or to pay off any Part of that Debt which had 
ken thereby occaſioned ; tho' I muſt ſuppoſe that, as the 


the ut- 
Ore now 


lick Re- 
be done 


to the , { 
1 annual I ccounts were regularly laid before the Parliament, when the | 
4 1 tanſactions to which they related were freſh in every Man's | 
5 


Memory, if an Error or Fallacy could have been pointed 1'' 
ut, or if any Objection could have been made to any one | | 
pt the Articles, it would not only have been taken Notice 1 
in this Houſe, but would have been made a Subject for | 


Man can 
ation has 
leceſſar), 


| ey | | 
5 1 amour over the whole Nation; for there always have | 
„ laid bel and I hope there always will be, a great Number of 3 
yo * entlemen in this Houſe not only capable, but ready and 


ling to diſcover any Fallacies that may be artfully foiſted 
ito our publick Accounts; and if any ſuch Diſcovery had 
ken made, thoſe who are diſaffected to his Majeſty's Go- 
emment might, and would certainly have from thence en- | 


nduct for 
ault wit 
& of Kin 


Sir, that Favoured to have raiſed a popular Clamour againft the Ad- | 
Hodle, of ſtation : For this Reaſon I may ſuppoſe, that all the g —— 
rice of the Counts upon your Table have already been ſufficiently | 
ne that i avaſſed, and therefore I cannot think there is any Occaſion | 
Zentlemen " appointing a ſele& Committee for that Purpoſe. | 
90 the Par As for the Article, Sir, which the honourable Gentle- | 


m have been pleaſed to diſtinguiſh by a particular Re- 


liamen 
; mark, 
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Anno 8, Geo. i, mark, it is certain that Houſes, Docks, Dock-yards, and 
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Magazines, are as neceſſary for the Support of our Navy as u 
Ships of War; and it is as neceſſary to rebuild the former, 0 
when fallen to Decay, as it is neceſſary to rebuild the latter, | 2 
To pretend that Miniſters, by Directions from his Majety, WW N 
ought not to order a Dock, Dock yard, or Admiralty-Offce = 7 
to be repaired or rebuilt, without having firſt laid the ſame ce 
before Parliament, ſeems to me very extraordinary; it may th 
be as well pretended, that they ought not to order a Man by 
of War to be rebuilt or repaired, without firſt having laid th 
the ſame before Parliament: In this reſpect the Sum can 
make no Difference; it is the Nature of the Service only 
we are to regard, when we are to determine, whether it M 
ought to be laid before Parliament before it be undertaken; 
and ſurely no Man will ſay, but that his Majeſty, or his 
Miniſters by his Direction, may give Orders to rebuild a N. 
Man of War, or to repair or rebuild a publick Office, fo 
without having firſt laid the Affair before Parliament for De 
their Approbation. I believe it will be granted, and if Ta 
it were inquired into it would be found, that no Money anc 
has been laid out in this way, nor any Houſe built, bit un] 
what were abſolutely neceſſary; and if there had been any Pez 
Fallacy in the Accounts relating to that Expence, as they lay 
have been long upon the Table, it would certainly betore | din 
now have been taken Notice of. tere 
Thus it muſt appear, Sir, that the Story we have been I a 
told of a Steward's running his Maſter in Debt, is no Way for 
parallel to the preſent Caſe ; for this Nation has been run bra 
into no extraordinary Expence, but what had not only the to t. 
Authority of Parliament before it was undertaken, but tie refu 
Approbation of Parliament after it was laid out: And if any 5 
Debt has been contracted, if the Funds appropriated for the Cou 
Service of the Year have proved at any Time deficient, ot clar 
if any Services have been incurred which were not provided ever 
for by Parliament, thoſe Deficiencies and thoſe Services have as w 
been regularly laid before Parliament as ſoon as they could Will 
be brought into an Account: And it is very certain, if 2 12 01 
Steward ſhould run his Maſter into no Expence but what he Arm 
had a previous Authority for, and ſhould fairly and honeſtly Wl five | 
lay before his Maſter every Year, or as often as it could ſhoul 
poſſibly be done, a full Account of the Debt he had cor 
tracted in the preceding Year, that Steward could deſerie 
no Cenſure from his Maſter. ſtrip 
Now, Sir, as the naming of a ſelect Committee, to in- 
quire into Accounts and Eſtimates, is a very extraordinaty | 
Method of Proceeding, a Method which has not been prac wy 


tiſed for many Years, and never was often practiſed, V 


mult ſuppoſe it will give a general Alarm, and make People. ance 
| : 112 gin 5 This 
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imagine that ſome Frauds have been committed. This will Anno 8. Geo. 11, 


of courſe throw a Reflection upon his Majeſty's Government; 
and therefore I think we ought not to enter into any ſuch 
Method without ſome very ſtrong Reaſons; and as I can 
ſee no Reaſon for our entering into any ſuch Method, as I 
can ſee no Good that can be expected from any ſuch Me- 
thod, as I am convinced it will do a great deal of Miſchief, 
by raifing Jealouſies and Fears among his Majeſty's Subjects, 
therefore I muſt be againſt the Motion.” = 


To this it was replied by Mr Gybbon, Sir Joſeph Jekyll, 
Mr William Pulteney, and other Members as follows : 
Sir, | 
It is from the Knowledge I have of the Hiſtory of this 
Nation in particular, and of Europe in general, that I am 


fo ſurpriſed, with reſpect to the ſmall Part of our publick 


Debts paid off, notwithſtanding the Continuance of all our 
Taxes, and the vaſt Sums that have been raiſed every Year ; 


and the more I conſider it, the leſs I can account for the 


unprofitable Uſe we have made of ſuch a long Term of 
Peace. But I am ſtill more ſurpriſed to hear any Gentleman 
fay, that all poſſible Methods have been purſued, either for 
diminiſhing the publick annual Expence, or the annual In- 


| tereſt due to the Creditors of the Publick ; on the contrary 


I am convinced, that all poſſible Methods have been purſued 
for increaſing the firſt, and no Opportunities have been em- 
braced for reducing either the Principal or the Intereſt due 
to the Creditors of the Publick, but ſuch as durit not be 
refuſed or neglected. ES Tos 
We have been for theſe twenty Years in a continued 


Courſe of publick Peace, at leaſt we have had no War de- 


clared, nor any Broil with any of our Neighbours ; and yet 


every Year we have been very near at as great an Expence, 
as we were at in any one Year of the heavy War in King 


William's Reign : We have had numerous Armies kept u 
in our own Country, we have maintained many Princes an 
Armies in foreign Countries, and we have ſent many expen- 
five Squadrons into almoſt all Places of the World; and I 
ſhould be glad to hear a Reaſon given for any of our naval 
Expeditions into the Baltick or the Mediterranean, by thoſe, 
who are now for our looking quietly on to ſee the Emperor 
ſtript of his Dominions in Italy, and Muſcovy giving So- 
vereigns to its neighbouring Kingdoms. I ſhould be glad 
to hear a Reaſon for our being ſo alarmed at the Alliance, 
only between Spain and the Emperor, by thoſe who now 
ſeem to be ſo little alarmed at a Treaty, not only of Alli- 


_ance but of Conqueſt, between France, Spain and Sardinia : 
This, Sir, I do not ſay with a Deſign to infinuate that we 


Voi. IV. L have 
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Mr Gybbon. 
Sir Joſ. Jekyll. 
Mr Pulteney. 
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greater Reaſon to be alarmed with it, than ever w2 had to 


( $2 ) 


be alarmed with the former ; and I muſt think it would 
now have been more juſtifiable to have thrown ourſelves 
into the Arms of the Emperor, to have prevented the Con- 
ſequences of this laſt Alliance, than ever it was to throw 
ourſelves into the Arms of France, to prevent the Conſe- 
quences of the former : From all which I muſt conclude, 
either that a great Part of the Expence we have formerly 
been at might have been ſaved, or that our preſent Inacti- 
vity is highly inexcuſable; and which of theſe two to 
chuſe I ſhall leave to the Gentlemen who now ſo ſtrenuouſly 
inſiſt, that for theſe laſt twenty Years we have taken all 
poſſible Methods to diminith cur annual Expence. 
Nov,, Sir, as to the diminiſhing of the Intereſt payable 
to the Creditors of the Publick, can it be ſaid that we have 


822. 


taken any one Method to diminiſh it, but what the Nature I 
of the Thing and the Circumſtances of the Nation pointed w 
out ſo plainly, that it would have been highly criminal in lo 
any Adminiſtration to have neglected the Opportunity? But ſo 
if we had applied the Sinking Fund regularly to the Pay- ſte 
ment of our publick Debts, if we had ſaved that Expence, th 
which has been thrown away in maintaining numerous idle co 
Armies, and ſending out many idle Squadrons, and had ap- co 
plied all the Savings to the ſame honeſt Purpoſes, the Prin- tif 
cipal of our publick Debts would have been ſo greatly re- th 
duced, that the Creditors who remained unpaid would have H 
been glad to have taken what Intereſt we pleaſed: Nay, I do an 
not know but the Principal would, by this Time, have been 90 
ſo greatly reduced, that the three great Companies would , mi 
have been glad to have paſſed from the Payment of any fu- pu 
ture Intereſt upon what was due to them, in order to have ne 
had their Charters continued. pal 
Whether Accounts were regularly laid before the Par- lic 
liament of the preſent Navy-Debt, yearly as it became due, tur 
is what I ſhall not pretend to deny, becauſe I do not really get 
know whether it was ſo or not; but if this be true, which J at 
ſhall, in Complaiſance to the honourable Gentlemen, admit, at 
it is the ſtrongeſt Argument that can be given for what is qui 
now propoſed ; it is a full Confirmation of the old Proverb the 
that Phat is every Man's Bufineſs is no Man's Buſineſs, no 


and therefore an unanſwerable Argument for our returning 
to the old Cuſtom of Parliament, and appvinting ſelect 
Committees every Year to conſider and examine every Eſti- 
mate laid before us: For I hope no Man will ſay but that 
we ought, in Time of Peace eſpecially, to raiſe as much 


within the Year as will anſwer the Service of the Ven 
and 


li- 

ich 

5 to 

uld 
ves 
on- 
ow 
nſe- 
ade, 
erly 
acti- 
0 to 
zuſly 
1 all 


able 
have 
ature 
inted 
al in 
But 
Pay- 
)ence, 
is idle 
id ap- 
| Prin- 
ly re- 
| have 
„I do 
e been 
would, 
my fu- 
) have 


je Par- 
ne due, 
t really 
zhich 1 
admit, 
what is 
Proverb 


3 fin Ss, 


turning 
ſelect 
ry Eſti- 
but that 
s much 
> Year 5 

and 


( 83 ) 


and if any Deficiency ſhould happen in the Funds granted 
_ 2 ranted . Geo, II. 
for one Year, or if it ſhould be found that the Eflimates 4 : 
were deficient, all thoſe Deficiencies ought certainly to be F 3 


made good the very next Year. It is certainly inconſiſtent 
with the publick Good to leave Arrears long Is, becauſe 


; when Tradeſmen, or thoſe who furniſh the Publick with 


what is neceſſary for publick Uſe; muſt he for Years out of 
their Money, it is certain they neither can nor will ſerve the 
Publick ſo cheap, as when they know they are ſure of their 
Money within a few Months after the Goods are delivered; 
_ oo _ 8 - mary Arrears ſtand unpaid, the greater 
Price they wi obliged to pay for every Thing aftery: 
bought fe publick UE. e ee 
With reſpect to Miniſters, indeed, and the Tools em- 
ployed under them, I muſt obſerve, Sir, that it is of great 
Advantage to have publick Accounts ſtand long in Arrear ; 
and this Advantage is greater in the Navy than in any other 
Branch of publick Buſineſs, becauſe Tradeſmen, and others 
who ſerve the Publick, but eſpecially Seamen, cannot lie 
long out of their Money: If they cannot get their Money 
ſoon after it becomes due, they muſt go to. Uſurers, mini- 
ſterial Tools, and ſuch like Extortioners, to fell or pledge 
their publick Securities. This brings ſuch Securities to Diſ- 
count, the longer they are of being paid, the greater Diſ- 
count they come to be at; ſo that at laſt they furniſh a plen- 
tiful Harveſt to Miniſters and their Favourites; for when 
the Diſcount upon thoſe Securities is raiſed to a ſufficient 
Height, Miniſters then give the Watch-Word to their Agents 
and Favourites to go oat and purchaſe; and when they have 
got them all, or moſt of them into their Hands, then the 
miniſterial Bowels begin to yearn for the Sufferings of the 
publick Creditors, in having lain ſo long out of their Mo- 
ney ; and great Merit is aſſumed from their coming to a com- 
paſſionate Reſolution, to have ſuch or ſuch a Claſs of pub- 
lick Creditors paid off: This Houſe is always too good na- 


| tured to refuſe ſuch a juſt Requeſt ; and thus Extortioners 


get the full Value of thoſe Securities, which they purchaſe 
at a great Diſcount. This, Sir, I ſhall not ſay is the Caſe 
at preſent 3 but I muſt ſay I am apt to believe, if an In- 
quiry were made into the Affair, it would be found that 
there is but a ſmall Part of the Debt, due upon the Navy, 
now in the Hands of the original Creditors of the Publick ; 
and even this, Sir, is an Inquiry not unworthy of the Re- 
preſentatives of Great Britain in Parliament. 
But, Sir, whatever the Intereſt of Miniſters may be, it 
is certainly the Intereſt of the Publick to. pay off their 
Debts regularly, and as ſoon as poſſible; and as J am con- 
vinced every Gentlemen now, or formerly, in this Houſe 
L 2 | has, 


„ 


Anno 3. Geo, 11, has, and always had, the Intereſt of the Publick more at 
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Heart than the Intereſt of the Miniſter; therefore I am con- 
vinced, that if theſe Accounts have been upon our Table, all 
the other Gentlemen of the Houſe are in the ſame Condi- 
tion with me; they are ſo far from having canvaſſed every 
Article of them, that they are quite ignorant of their having 
been ever laid upon the Table before this Seſſion: If any 
Gentleman had but caſt his Eye upon ſuch Accounts, in any 
preceeding Seſſion, and had obſerved the Arrears ſtanding 
unpaid, or unprovided for by Parliament, his Regard for 


the Publick, his Regard for the Diſtreſſed Creditors of the 


Publick, would certainly have prompted him to have moved 
to have had them taken into Conſideration, and paid off long 
before now; nothing could have prevented it but a Neglect, 
which has been occaſioned by its not having, been made the 
Concern of any particular Set of Men ; and for this Reaſon 
we never ought to think it ſufficient to have Accounts or 
Eſtimates laid upon our Table, we ought always to refer 
the Conſideration of them to ſelect Committees; and thus, 
by making it the particular Buſineſs of a few, we may ex- 
pect they will never be neglected as thoſe now before us 
ſeem to have been, by their having been left to the Care of 
the whole Houſe. | | 1 


* I muſt beg Leave to differ with the honourable Gen- 


tiemen, when they ſay, that the Nature of the Service is 


only to be regarded, when we are to determine, whether it 


ought or ought not to be laid before the Parliament ; for in 
my Opinion, the Sum to be laid out ought likewiſe to be 
conſidered : If the Sum be but ſmall, and the Nature of the 


Service ſuch as often occurs, it may be undertaken without 


any particular Authority from Parliament ; but if the Sum 


be large, tho' the Nature of the Service be ſuch as often oc- 


curred, and has generally been undertaken without any par- 
ticular Directions from Parliaments, yet ſuch Directions be- 
come neceſſary when the Sum is much larger than what is 


uſually required for that Service: His Majeſty may, with 
out Doubt, give Orders to have a Man of War, or perhaps 


half a Dozen in a Year, repaired ; but if by any great Mif- 
fortune, it ſhould become neceſſary to lay out, in any one, 
two or three Years, a very large Sum for that Purpoſe, it 
would then be proper to lay that Neceſſity before Parlia- 
ment; and I think no Miniſter ought to undertake ſuch an 
extraordinary Service without having firſt obtained an Au- 
chority from Parliament for ſo doing: In the Caſe men- 
tioned, I believe it will be granted, that the building of 
Houſes is a Service that does not often occur; and I am 
very ſure the Sum that has been laid out, and which now 
makes a great Part of our Navy Debt, is a much larger 


Sum. 


1 


Sum than was ever laid out in this Nation upon ſuch a Ser- Anno 8. Geo, 11, 
vice, in ſo ſmall a Number of Years ; nay, I do not know tt” 
but it amounts to more than was ever before expended in 

this Nation for Building Docks or any other Sort of Build- 

Tings for the Uſe of the Navy, or the Officers of our Navy; 

Land therefore, both with reſpe& to the Nature of the Ser- 

vice, and the Sum to be laid out, it ought not to have been 
undertaken without a previous Authority from Parliament. 

| *Sir, if the Nation has been run into any unneceſſary Ex- 

Ipence, I am ſorry to hear it ſaid, that nothing has been 
tundertaken without the Approbation of Parliament; but, 

ir, if it were ſo, the Authority or the Approbation of for- 

mer Parliaments can be no Reaſon for our following their 


Example, in giving our Authority for undertaking ſuch Ser- 
ices for Years to come, as they have authoriſed for Years 
paſt : We are under no greater Obligation to approve of 
zhat was approved of by the very laſt Parliament, than that 
Parliament in King Charles IId's Reign, called The Per/1o- 
ary Parliament. BE. | 

* To pretend that what is now propoſed will raiſe Jea- 
duſies among the People, or give them any Suſpicions of 
s Majeſty's Government, is an Argument, I find, always 
obe brought in when any Attempt is made to inquire into 
he Conduct of his Majeſty's Miniſters ; but I would have 
entlemen conſider, that the proper Buſineſs of Parliament 
to Inquire into the Conduct of Miniſters ; and if the 
ſeople find that ſuch Attempts are always over-ruled, it will 
we them a Suſpicion, not only of his Majeſty's Govern- 
nent, and the Conduct of his Miniſters, but it will give 
em likewiſe a Suſpicion, and a juſt one too, of the Con- 
uct of Parliament: We ought to conſider what it was 
at gave the Parliament in King Charles IId's Reign, the 
nominious Epithet it is now branded with; and if the 
'tople ſhould conceive any ſuch Suſpicion of this or any 
ture Parliament, it would raiſe real Jealouſies among them, 
would make them deſpair of ever having their Grievances | 
ureſſed in a legal Way, and that Deſpair might drive 
em into the moſt violent Methods of ſeeking Redreſs ; 
erefore I wiſh Gentlemen would, upon all Occaſions, di- 
npuiſh a little between his Majeſty and his Miniſters, and 
wer allow the Reſpect they have for the latter, to over-ba- 
ace the Duty they owe to the former. 
The Reſpe& that former Parliaments have ſhown to the 
niſters for the Time being, and the great Confidence put 
! Parliament in their Conduct, is, I am afraid, one great 
aſe that the Nation now remains under ſuch a Load of 
Kbts and Taxes ; and therefore it is high Time for us 
Teaſſume that Jealouſy which has ſo often proved to 5 
0 
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| 
i 
| 


e Dr AH OA te A GO PO EBAE 8 


Anno 8. Geo. II. of the moſt ſignal Benefit to this Nation. We have been 
Wen talking, Sir, of putting ourſelves in a Condition to compel 
the Acceptation of the Terms of Peace we are to propoſe, 
but 1 wiſh we may not find that our Neighbours are too 
well acquainted with our Circumſtances to be afraid of 
any Thing we can do: They know that our People are al. 
ready as heavily taxed as they cin bear : They know that 
all thoſe "Taxes are already engaged, either for the Pay. 
ment of our Debts, or for the Support of our Civil Go 
vernment ; can it be ſuppoſed that our Menaces will have 
great Influence upon any of their Reſolutions ? But if they 
ſhould find, that our Parliament were beginning to 120k 
cloſely into the Management of our publick Affairs, they 
would from thence conclude, that the beft Uſe would be 
made of every Shilling hereafter to be raiſed ; that the 
People would contribute with the more Alacrity, and from 
thence they will probably be induced to give ſome Atten- 
tion to whatever we may think neceſſary to propoſe, for re. 
ſtoring the Peace of Europe. For this Reaſon, if there 
were no other, we ought to agree to what the honourable 

Gentleman has been pleated to propoſe.” 1 
Then the Queſtion being put upon Sir William Wynd- 
ham's Motion, it was, upon a Diviſion, carried in the Ne. 

gative, by 198 to 168. . 

Mr Plamer's Mo- Feb. 26. Mr Walter Plumer mov'd, That the Copy d 
a. altes to i the King's Warrant, whereby Letters were permitted to pak 
quire mrome Poſt-Free, which had been laid before the Houſe on-the 
19th Inſtant See p. 73 ] might be taken into Conſiders 
tion. The Warrant being accordingly read, Complaints 
were made by ſeveral Members, that their Letters were not 
only charged at the Poſt Office, but that they were often 
broke open and peruſed by the Clerks : That this Practice 
of breaking open Letters was become frequent, and was i 
publickly known, that the very End for which that Liberty 
was given to the Poſtmaſter was entirely diſappointed ; # 
the Intention being at firſt to difcover any treaſonable Cor 
reſpondence that might be carried on againſt the Goyer 


ment, that Intention was rendered altogether vain, becauſe 


by the Practice of opening Letters being ſo frequent, and t 


well known, it was certain that no Man would carry on a 


treaſonable Correſpondence by Means of the Poſt-Office: { 
that the Liberty given to break open Letters at the Poſt- Of 
fice could now ferve no Purpoſe, but to enable the litt. 
Clerks about that Office to pry into the private Affairs 0 
every Merchant, and of every Gentleman in the Kingdo 

At laſt it was inſiſted, that the Warrant then laid befor 
the Houſe was not the laſt Warrant granted by his 4 jeſh 
nor the Warrant by which the Poſt-maſters then acted; 4 
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therefore it was moved, that a Committee be appointed to Anno S. ceo. II. 


| . inquire into that Affair. nec 
Hem. Mr Plumer's Motion was ſupported by Mr Liſle, Mr Peoate thereon, 
way Heathcote, Mr Pulteney, Mr Dundaſs, and Mr Perry; it u, 00 


vas in ſome Meaſure oppoſed by Sir Robert Walpole, and 1. Putteney, 
Mr Henry Pelham, but at laſt they agreeing to the Mo- Mr Perry. 
ion, provided that Committee did not inquire into any 1; Il. Patel. 
Thing that might tend to the diſcovering the Secrets of the 
Government ; a Committee was appointed accordingly. 

The ſame Day the Mutiny-Bill being reported to the 5, l. Waggag⸗ 
Houſe, Sir Walter Wagſtaff Bagot, Bart. ſtood up, and Bagors Motion for 
id, © That fince the Houſe had made ſuch a large Addi- 20 me Mugge“ 


tion to the Army, and ſeemed inclined to continue the ee ro the 


aid of 
are al- 
V that 
e Pay- 
11 Go- 
Il have 
if they 
© Lok 


| | inliſting of Soldi- 
oY ſevere Penalties on Deſerters, and the Method of recruiting Om 
Gs preſcribed by that, and former Bills of the like Nature, 
id fron be thought it neceſſary to add ſome Clauſe, to make 


the Bill leſs dangerous to the Subject: That by a Clauſe in 
the Bill it was propoſed to be enacted, as in former Bills, 
that if a poor Country-Fellow ſhould inliſt with an Officer 
and take his Money, and afterwards, when carried before a 
luſtice, refuſe to declare himſelf inliſted and to take the Oaths 
preſcribed by Law, it ſhould then be in the Power of the 
Officer to ſend ſuch a poor Fellow to Priſon, and confine 
him in a Dungeon for a whole Month, even tho' it ſhould 


> Atten- 
for re- 
if there 
10urable 


Wynd- 
the Ne- 


Copy of PP" that the poor Fellow inliſted when he was drunk, 
d to pak ad was willing to return the Money he had taken, and ſatiſ- 
ra fall the Charges the Officer had been at: That this Power 
conſiders a confining a Man in a Dungeon, where he might be in Dan- 


ger of ſtarving, was, he thought, too great a Power to be 
utruſted abſolutely in the Hands of any Officer: That it 
Was no way neceſſary for his Majeſty's Service, and might 


omplaint 
were not 


fren Ser 
j ples te of dangerous Conſequence, becauſe it might tempt ſome 
3 aa; Oficers to practiſe all the inveigling Arts they could think 
t Livery ſb not with an Intention to recruit his Majeſty's Forces, 


hut to compel poor Country-Fellows to give them a Sum of 
Money, by way of Compoſition, for being diſcharged from 


ated ; © 


| { Cor . | 
17 de Bargain they had made when drunk, or in a Paſſion, 
bern ud for being freed from the Confinement to which the 
4 Vficer had, by Law, an uncontroulable Power to ſubject 


dem: That therefore he would beg Leave to offer a Clauſe 
b be added to the Bill, That every Officer, who ſhould . 


Office: {0 


e Poſt- Of ' thereafter inliſt any Man to ſerve in any Regiment, ſhould 
the lite within Days carry the Man ſo inliſted before ſome 
Affairs 0 one of the next Juſtices of the Peace, where the Man ſo 


inliſted ſhould be at Liberty to declare his Diſſent, and 
lis having repented of what he had done; and upon his 
fo doing, and returning to the Officer the inliſting Money, 
and the Expences the Officer had been at by inliſting hin, 
* an 


Kingdo 
aid befor 
ie Majeſt 
cted; an 


there 
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Anno 8. Geo, II. © and carrying him before the Juſtice, not exceeding the 


1734-35. 


Sum of ſuch Juſtice ſhould forthwith 
* diſcharge him: And that an Officer, guilty of any Fa. 
* lure or Neglect in this Reſpect, ſhould be liable to the 


Debate thereon, fame Penalties to which Officers are made liable for fal 


* Muſters.” 8 
fiir Bramftcn, This was ſeconded by Mr Bramſton, who informed the 
Houſe, © That he actually knew a Caſe, where a poor Fel. 
low was inveigled when he was drunk, and when he came 
to be ſober, repented, and therefore refuſed to take the 
Oaths when carried before the Juſtice ; but the Officer in- 
ſiſted upon his being ſent to Priſon, and confined for x 
Month in the Terms of the Act of Parliament, tho' the 
poor Fellow offered to return the inliſting Money and al 
Charges; and it not being in the Power, or in the Incl. 
nation of the Juſtice to refuſe the Officer's Demand, the 
poor Fellow was accordingly ſent to Jail, where he remained 
for ſome Time; but having no Victuals nor Drink, he wa 
at laſt compelled to go before the Juſtice and take the Oath 
preſcribed, in order to prevent his being ſtarved.” 
| Gen. Wade. To this it was anſwer'd by General Wade, Mr Henry 
ir and Bromley, Mr Lindſay, and Mr Hay, That what was pro 
2 2 9 poſed by the Clauſe offered had already been taken Care af 
buy his Majeſty's Orders for regulating the Army, for as 10 
Soldier could be tried upon the Mutiny-Act, unleſs he had 
taken the Oaths preſcribed by that Act before ſome Juſtice of 
Peace, therefore his Majeſty had given an Order to all Of- 
cers, that no Recruit ſhould be brought to or entered in any 
Regiment, till he had firſt been regularly inliſted, and had 
taken the Oaths preſcribed by Law, before ſome of his Ma. 
jeſty's Juſtices of the Peace; ſo that by his Majeſty's Order 
every Officer was obliged to do what was propoſed by tht 
| Clauſe offered; and as the Bill then before them was of ths 
ſame Nature with former Bills againſt Mutiny and Deſertion, 
it would be abſolutely neceſſary to continue the ſame gene- 
ral Order to all Officers, with reſpe& to their carrying Re. 
cruits before ſome Juſtice of Peace, therefore they thought 
it was unneceſſary to add any Clauſe for that Purpoſe ; and 
it would be attended with many Inconveniencies, partic 
larly, that it would be ſometimes impoſſible for an Officer to 
carry a Recruit before any Juſtice within the Time propoſes, 
or within any limited Number of Days.” | 
W. Wyndham, To this it was. replied by Sir William Wyndham, dir 
Mr anch. John Barnard, and Mr Sandys, © That the very Clauſe tht" 
propoſed had been in. ſeveral Mutiny-Bills during the Reg 
of King William, tho' it was then in Time of War, an 
Recruiting of Courſe more difficult than it could be ſuppoſed 


to be at preſent ; That the honourable Gentlemen who 0 


© ops A A; Wooret 
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poſed the Clauſe, could not ſay, that by any Order his Ma- 


Anno 8. Geo. II. 
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dnt 


Sir R. Walpole, 
Mr H, Pelham. 


LY jeſty could give, the Juſtice of Peace was obliged to diſ- 
Pai. charge the Man inliſted, upon his declaring before him his 
to the having repented of what he had done, and returning to the 
r falle if Officer the inliſting Money and all the Charges the Officer 
had been at for inliſting him: That what was propoſed by 
ed the the Clauſe was to lay an Obligation upon the Juſtice, and to 
\r Fel. give a poor Fellow an Opportunity to get off upon reaſonable 
> Came Terms, in caſe he ſhould repent of what he had done; nei- 
re the ther of which could be effectuated by any Order his Majeſty 
icer in- had given, or could give foi regulating the Army: That the 
fora Grievance complained of was, the inveigling of Men to inliſt, 
ho? the and making a Property of them after their having been fo 
and al inveigled : That this was a Privilege which they hoped no 
e Incl. Officer would inſiſt on: That the Aboliſhing of this Privilege 
nd, the was what the Clauſe offer'd chiefly aim'd at ; and therefore 
>mained they hop'd the Houſe would agree to it. _ 
he v Sir Robert Walpole and Mr Henry Pelham having de- 
e Oaths clared, That they would be for the Clauſe, if it could be 


ſo drawn as not to be attended with any Inconvenience to 


- Henry the Service; and thereupon propoſed that the Debate be 
was pro adjourned till the next Day, in order that ſuch a Clauſe 
Care of might be contrived: And it being admitted of the other 


or as 10 


Side, that the Clauſe, as it then ſtood, might perhaps ſtand 
(s he had 


in need of ſome little Amendment, it was agreed to ad- 
Juſtice a journ the Debate accordingly till next Day; when the Clauſe 
> all Of was agreed to, and added to the Mutiny-Bill. 

ed in an) Feb. 28. The Houſe being in a Grand Committee on the 


Mr Walpole's Mo- 
tion for a Sublidy 
of 59,2501, to Den- 
mark. 


Debate thereon. 


and had Supply, and the Treaty with Denmark, dated Sept. 19, 
f his Mar 1734, having been referred to the {aid Committee, a Mo- 
y's Order tion was made by Mr Horatio Walpole, « That the Sum 
i by the of 56,2501. be granted to his Majeſty, on account of the 
as of the Subſidy to the King of Denmark, purſuant to the ſaid Trea- 
Deſertion, ty, for the Service of the Year 1735. This occaſioned a 


me gene long Debate, in which Mr Walpole's Motion was ſupported 
rying Re by Mr Winnington, Mr * Willes, Col. Bladen, and Sir 
y thought Robert Walpole, as follows : 

poſe ; and Sir, a | 
8, partic Although we are not engaged in the preſent War, yet, 
| Officer o as the Balance of Power in Europe depends very much upon 


: propoſed, the Event of it, we may be ſoon under a Neceſſity of join- 
| ing one or other of the Parties; therefore it is incumbent 
dham, Sit 


Olauſe then many foreign Powers as we can to join with us upon ſuch 


the Reiguß an Event. In this Situation, it was natural to caſt our Eye 
War, and firſt towards Denmark, the Intereſt of that Nation being 
be ſuppoſed Vo I. IV. M generally 


n who 0 Attorney General, now Lord Chief Fuſtice of the Common Pleas. 
poſt EY 


Mr H, Walpole. 
Mr Winningtonm. 
Mr Willes. 

Col. Bladen, 

Sir R. Walpole. 


upon us to ſtrengthen ourſelves before-hand, by engaging as 
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Anno 8. Ceo. Il. generally the ſame with our own; and at preſent was the 


I 35. 5 
more neceſſary, becauſe great Endeavours were us'd to en- 


gage that Court on the other Side of the Queſtion, which 
might have proved of the moſt fatal Conſequence to the 
Liberties of Europe, and conſequently to thoſe of this Na- 
tion. | 
The Experience of the laſt two Wars againſt France 
may convince us, Sir, how dangerous it 1s to allow any one 
Power in Europe to exalt itſelf too much, and how expen- 
five it may prove, < reduce a Power that has once got too 
great an Aſcendant over its Neighbours. The Expence, 
which Great Britain is to be put to by this Treaty with 
Denmark, mutt appear very inconſiderable to every Gentle- 
man who conſiders, that we thereby not only ſecure the 
- Afliſtance of a powerful Kingdom, but prevent their being 
engaged againſt us, in caſe the Event of the War ſhould 
make it neceſſary for us to join the other Side. In all Caſes 
it is certainly prudent upon any Emergency, to lay out a 
{mall Sum, when it is probable we may by ſo doing prevent 
our being afterwards brought under a Neceſſity of putting 
ourſelves to a much greater Expence : And this 1s the very 

Caſe at preſent in relation to our Treaty with Denmark. 
It is well known, Sir, that Nations are, in all their pub- 
lick Tranſactions, governed by their own Intereſt ; and as 
all Europe knew that great Offers were making to Denmark, 
to ſecure them on that Side, againſt which we might ſoon 
be under a Neceſſity to engage; therefore it became abio- 
lutely neceſſary for us to offer them ſuch Terms as might 
convince them, that it was more their Intereſt to join 1n 
Alliance with us, than with either of the Parties concerned 
in the War: I muſt therefore think, that the concluding this 
Treaty was one of the molt prudent Steps his Majeſty could 
take, and the Conditions on our Part are ſo reaſonable, that 
I think every Gentleman in this Houſe muſt approve of 
them; and therefore, I hope, this Motion will be agreed to 

without Oppoſition.” | 

dir W. Wyndham. Mr Walpole's Motion was oppos'd by Sir William Wynd- 


M: Pu'tency. 


Sir J. Baruwid, ham, Mr Pultency, Sir John Barnard, Mr Sandys, Mr 


— en. Shippen, and Sir John Hynde Cotton, who alledg'd the fol- f 


Sir john Hynde 2 b 
A ) "— Arguments againſt the Motion. 
| ir, 
I am glad to hear that we are as yet no way engaged in 


the War; if it be ſo, I am ſure it is ridiculous to put the 


Nation to a great Expence, to provide againſt a Danger 
which may never happen. As we have no particular In- 
tereſt of our own for inducing us to .ngage in the preſent 
War, but only the Danger the Balance of Power may be in 
by nat Event: And as all the Powers of Europe are as 


much | 


5 


0 | much, or more, intereſted in the Preſervation of that Ba- Anno 8. Geo. rr. 


: lance than we are; if it ſhould come to be in any real. 
h | Danger, they would certainly engage in its Defence, with- ED Tones 
le | out receiving any valuable Conſideration from us; but if 
a | we ſhould be always the firſt to take the Alarm upon any 

War's breaking out, and offer Bribes and Penſions to all the 
ce Princes in Europe, the whole Charge of preſerving that Ba- 
ne | lance would fall upon this Nation; and each of them would, 


upon every ſuch Occaſion, expect a Bribe or a Penſion from 
England, for doing that which he would otherwiſe be obliged 
to do for his own Preſervation : Even the Dutch may at laſt 
refuſe to aſſiſt, when the Balance of Power is really in Dan- 
ger, unleſs we ſubmit to make the Grand Penſionary of Hol- 
land a Penſtonary of England, and take a Number of their 
Forces into Engliſh Pay. | . 
* It is really ſurpriſing, Sir, to hear Gentlemen talk of 
the Balance of Power's being in Danger, and that we muſt 
already begin to provide for its Preſervation, when there is 
not a Prince or State in Europe, who ſeems to apprehend 
any ſuch Metter. The Dutch have not put themſelves to 
one Shilling Lxpence on account of the preſent War, or for 
that Mediation they are engaged in as well as we. The 
Princes and States of Germany are 1a far from being appre- 
henſive of any Danger, by the Event of the preſent War, 
that ſome of the moſt conſiderable of them have aQually en- 
gaged in a Neutrality. Even the King of Denmark, whom 
we have thought neceſſary to engage by a conſiderable yearly 
Penſion, is himſelf a Prince of the Empire, and would cer- 
tainly ſuffer, by the Overturning the Balance of Power in 
Europe, much ſooner than this Nation would; and therefore 
we muſt conclude, that it is more immediately his Intereſt to 
engage, not only in Defence of that Balance, but in Defence 
of the Empire; yet we, it ſeems, have been ſo generous as 
to promiſe to reward him bountifully for doing what is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for his own Preſervation. This, Sir, is a 
moſt pernicious Example, it may at laſt bring the Balance 
of Power into real Danger, becauſe it may tempt all the 
Princes of Europe to negle& it, until we grant them yearly 
Penſions for taking Care of it ; and perhaps this very Pre- 
cedent has now provoked all the other Princes of Germany 
to ſtand off, on Purpoſe to engage us to extend our Bounty 
in the ſame Manner to each of them. | 
© To tell us, Sir, that if we had not entered into this 
Treaty with the King of Denmark, he might have been 
prevailed on to have concluded a Treaty with another 
Power, which might have been prejudicial to us, is, in my 
Opinion, very odd. Princes, 'tis true, Sir, do not always 
ſee their real Intereſts, but if we reſolve upon every Occa- 
M 2 caſion 


„ 


Anno 8. Geo. II. caſion to clear their Eyeſight by a Penſion, I am afraid none 
co them will ever open their Eyes withopt receiving ſome 
ſuch Remedy from us. We are never to ſuppoſe that any 


Prince of Europe will engage againſt the Liberties of Europe, 


or will perform any former Engagement, when the Perfor- 


mance comes to be apparently inconſiſtent with the Liberties 
of Europe, and conſequently with his own Independency, 
unleſs he be very much blinded by ſome particular Intereſt 


of his own: And of all the Princes of Europe the King of 


Denmark is, in this Reſpect, the leaſt liable to any Temp- 
tation ; there are ſeveral other Princes of Europe, who may 
be tempted to join with thoſe who have Deſigns againſt the 
Liberties of Europe ; becauſe they may be made from thence 
to expect ſome Addition to their own Dominions; and theſe 
are the Princes upon whom we ought to have a watchful 


Eye; theſe are the Princes, if any, upon whom we ought 


to beſtow our Penſions, in order to keep them firm to the 
general Intereſt of Europe. If we had by any Subſidy en. 


caged the Duke of Bavaria in an Alliance; if we had by 
any Subſidy diſengaged the King of Sardinia from his pre- 


| ſent Allies; or if we had laid out a Sum of Money in en- 
gaging the Polanders to make ſuch a Choice of a King, 2s 
would have prevented the breaking out of the War, (and 


perhaps a leſs Sum might have done than the Expence we 


have been at on account of the War) there might have been 
ſome Reaſon for our being at ſuch an Expence ; but I can 
{ee no Advantage we can expect, from the Expence we are 
to be at, on account of this Treaty with Denmark. 
© I ſhall readily agree with the honourable and learned 
Gentleman [Me Wills] that Nations are entirely governed 
by their own Intereſt ; but as it is the Intereſt of Denmark, 
as much as it 15 the Intereſt of this Nation, to preſerve the 
Balance of Power in Europe, therefore I muſt think it was 
quite unneceſſary for us to give them a Fee for doing ſo 
J ſhall indeed grant, that they were in the Right to take it, 
for, I believe, few will refuſe to take a Fee 2 that, which 
is both their Duty and Intereſt to do without any Reward. 
As J have a great Opinion of the Honour and the Penetra- 
tion both of the King and the Miniſters of Denmark, I mul: 
conclude they would never have entered into any Engage- 
ments, that were inconſiſtent with the Liberties of Eu- 
rope; I muſt conclude they will always be ready, without 
any Fee or Reward, to join with all their Force in the Pre- 
ſervation of the Balance of Power, whenever it ſhall appear 
to be in any real Danger. Conſequently it was altogether 
unneceſſary for us to enter into any ſuch Treaty as that now 
before us, or to promiſe any ſuch Subſidy as is by that Trea- 
ty ſtipulated; and therefore, as one of the Repreſentatives 


of 


„ TE vv 
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; 1 of the People, to whom they have entruſted the laying out 


their Money, in the moſt frugal Manner, I cannot agree to 

ſuch an unneceſſary Expence as what is now propoſed.” 
Upon this Sir Joſeph Jekyll, and Mr Howe declar'd, — ** 1 
Tat they approved of the Treaty as little as any Gentle- ; 


1 


men did: That tho' they thought it was altogether unneceſ- 
ſary, to put the Nation to ſuch an Expence till the Danger 
became more apparent, yet as it was the firſt Treaty his 
2 Majeſty had concluded upon the preſent Emergency, they 


2 would agree to the Motion; becauſe if that Houle ſhould not 
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raging the ambitious Views which ſome of the Parties en- 


gaged in War may now have, or hereafter form to them- 


= ſelves, and by diſcouraging any of the Princes or States of 
Europe from entering into any Treaties with his Majeſty, 
even tho' the Circumſtances of Europe ſhould then abſolutely 
EZ require ſuch Treaties to be concluded.” 


Then the Queſtion being put for agreeing with the Mo- 
tion, it was carried in the Affirmative, by 270 to 178. 

March 5. Sir John Barnard mov'd for bringing in a Bill, 
for reſt aining the Number of Houſes for playing of Inter- 


ludes, and for the better regulating Common Players of In- 
terludes. In Support of this Motion he repreſented the Miſ- 
chief done to the City of London by the Play-Houſes, in 
= corrupting the Youth, encouraging Vice and Debauchery, 
and being prejudicial to Trade and Induſtry ; and how much 
theſe Evils would be increas'd, if another Play-Houſe ſhould 


be built in the very Heart * of the City.“ Sir John Barnard 
was ſeconded by Mr Sandys, and ſupported by Mr Pulte- 
ney, Sir Robert Walpole, Sir Joſeph Jekyll, Sir Thomas 


y Sanderſon, and ſeveral other Members; Mr James Ereſ- 
kine in particular reckon'd up the Number of Play-Houſes 
then in London, viz. The Opera-Houſe, the French Play- 
Houſe in the Hay-Market, and the Theatres in Covent-Gar- 
ö den, Drury-Lane, Lincoln's-Inn-Fields, and Goodman's- 
Fields; and added, © That it was no leſs ſurprizing than ſhame- 
ful, to ſee ſo great a Change for the worſe in the Temper and 


Inclinations of the Britiſh Nation, who were now ſo extra- 


| Vagantly addicted to lewd and idle Diverſions, that the Num- 


ber of Play-Houſes in London was double to that of Paris; 
hat we now exceeded in Levity even the French them- 


ſelves, from whom we learned theſe and many other ridi- 
| culous Cuſtoms, as much unſuitable to the Mein and Manners 
of an Engliſhman or a Scot, as they were agreeable to the Air 


and 
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agree with what his Majeſty had done with reſpect to that 
Treaty, it might be, at ſuch a Conjuncture, of the moſt 
dangerous Conſequence to the Liberties of Europe, by encou- 


Sir J. Parnard 


-moves for a Bill for 


reſtraining the 
Number of Pizy» 
Houſes. 


Debate thereon. 


Mr Sandys. 

Mr Pulteney. 

Sir R. Walpole. 
Sir Joſ. Jekyll. 
Sir T. Saunderſon. 
Mr J. Ereskine. 


* T here was at this Time a Project on fcat for erecting a Play-Houſe 


in K Martins le Grand. 


| 
| 
| 
g 
| 
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—_— Pegg n. and Levity of a Monſieur: That it was aſtoniſhing to al 
Ly) Europe, that Italian Eunuchs and Singers ſhould have ſet $4 
laries, equal to thoſe of the Lords of the Treaſury and ſud- 
ges of England. After this it was order'd, Nem. Con. That 
a Bill be brought in purſuant to Sir John Barnard's Motion; 
which was done accordingly : But it was afterwards dropt, 
on Account of a Clauſe offer'd to be inſerted in the ſaid Bill 
for enlarging the Power of the Lord Chamberlain, wick Re. 
gard to the Licenſing of Plays. | RL 


Mr Bramſton's Mo- March 7. Mr Bramfton moved, That the Clauſe of an 


tion for reſtrainin 


the Con ll from Act made in the ſecond Year of his preſent Majvy's Reign, 


offe: ing Evidence, int! 7 Bp 1 5 1 77 
e e intitled, An Af for the more effeftua! preventing Brivery 


of Election for ry and Corruption in the Elections of Members to ſerve in Par- 
Ac trary to * » N 1 8 

the all Determina- Iament, which relates to the laſt Determination in the 
tion of the Houſe, 


in Parliament for any County, City, Borough, Cinque Port, 
or Place; with the Clauſe relating to the Oath to be taken 
by returning Officers, ſhould be read; and the ſame having 
been read accordingly, Mr Bramſton ſtood up again, and 
ſpoke as follows : 
Mr Speaker, | | | 

By the Clauſe of the Act now read to you, it appear, 
that the lat Determination of the Houſe of Commons, with 
regard to the Right of voting at any Election, is declared to 
be final to all Intents and Purpoſes whatſoever, any Uſage 
to the contrary notwithſtanding ; ſo that in all future Diſpates 
about any Election for the ſame Place, the laſt Determinati- 

on of this Houſe is the Rule, by which the Right of voting 
is to be determined, and againſt which no Arguments, nor 
any Proof can be admitted: This I take to be now the Law 
of the Land, and conſequently is binding as well upon this 
Houſe, as upon every Gentleman who has been ſince that 
Act, or may hereafter be concerned in any Election. 

* At all Times, Sir, and particularly in ſuch a dangerous 
Conjuncture as the preſent, it is incumbent upon us to eſta- 
bliſh among the People a good Opinion of the Impartiality, 
Integrity, and Juſtice of this Houſe in all our Proceedings. 
With Reſpect to State Affairs, eſpecially ſuch as relate to 
Foreign Tranſactions, the Facts are not publickly known, 
ner can the Motives or Arguments for or againſt any Queſt 


on relating to them be underſtood by the Vulgar; and there. 


fore in ſuch Queſtions it is not eaſy for the People in general 
to comprehend the Debates; nor would it be poſſible for 
them to diſcover the Injuſtice or the Partiality of our Pro- 
ceedings, were it poſſible for this Houſe to be guilty of any 
ſuch. But in all our Proceedings relating to Elections, the 
People in general, or at leaſt thoſe who live in the Neigh- 
bourhood of the Place where any Diſpute happens ho an 
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Election, 5 a 
Ijudging of the Motives or Arguments for or againſt moſt of 
the Queſtions that occur upon ſuch Occaſions, as any Mem- 
diction in our Determinations relating to ſuch Affairs; when 
they obſerve the Right of voting at an Election given by this 
2 Houſe to one Sort of People, and in the very next Seſſion, 
g perhaps, chat Right determined by this Houſe to be in a 
quite different Sort of People, they muſt conclude, that the 
Determination of this Houſe in relation to that Affair did 
not proceed from Juſtice and Impartiality, but from private 
EZ intereſt, or from Party-Zeal. This is the Concluſion they 
muſt neceſſarily form with Reſpect to thoſe Affairs they 
know, and can judge of; and the Misfortune is, that they 
from thence naturally conclude, that our Proceedings are go- 
verned by the ſame Motives in thoſe Affairs which they do 
not know, nor can judge of. 1 . 
I To prevent an Effect ſo dangerous to our Conſtitution 
was, I believe, Sir, one of the chief Motives for inſerting 
the Clauſe now read to you in the Act of Parliament, and 
Care has been taken to expreſs it in Terms ſo ſtrong and 
explicit, that it cannot, in my Opinion, be evaded by any 
Artifice or Subterfuge. 

a Law fo reaſonable, that I hope it will never be altered or 
© repealed ; and a Law ſo plain, that I can make no Doubt, 
but that the laſt Determination of the Houſe of Commons 


n 


ber of this Houſe: And when the People obſerve a Contra- 


It is now the Law of the Land; 


will, for the future, be, in all ſuch Caſes, a Rule from 
which we cannot depart. However, Sir, as ſome Gentle- 
men are not ſufficiently appriſed of this Law, or may enter- 


E tain Hopes that this Houſe will not, in their future Determi- 


| ſelves to great Expence in bringing up Witneſſes, and may 
take up a great deal of your Time with Arguments to ſhew, 


in thoſe People only, in whom it was declared to be by the 
| laſt Determination of this Houſe : This will be putting them- 
. ſelves to great Expence, and taking up the Time of this 
| Houſe to no Purpoſe, ſince the laſt Determination of the 
| Houſe of Commons is now by Law eſtabliſhed as a Rule, 
from which we cannot depart, notwithſtanding the cleareſt 
| Proof of any Uſage to the contrary. | 

| * As we ought, Sir, to prevent Gentlemen putting them- 
| {elves to any needleſs Expence, as we ought to prevent their 


| therefore I think this Law ought to be ſome way reviv'd, not 
2 only to put Gentlemen in mind of it, but to ſhew them 
Wat we are reſolved to adhere to it in the ſtricteſt Manner; 
_ 58d as the only proper way for us to revive any Law, is by 

| | coming 


nations, ſtrictly adhere to it, they may therefore put them- 


: that the Right of voting at any Election now diſputed, is not 


attempting to take up the Time of this Houſe to no Purpoſe, 


know every Circumſtance, and are as capable of Anno8. Geo. II. 


1734-35» 
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Me Sandys. - 
Mr W. Plumer. 


Mr H. Walpole. 
Ms H. Pelham. 
Sy W. Longe. 
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( 96 ) 
coming to ſome new Reſolution in relation to it, therefore! 
hope the Houſe will agree to the following Motion, which 
is, That the Counſel at the Bar of this Houſe, or before 
the Committee of Privileges and Elections, be reſtrained 
from offering Evidence, touching the Right of Election of 
Members to ſerve in Parliament for any City, Borough or 
Place, contrary to the laſt Determination in the Houſe 
of Commons; which Determination, by an Act paſſed in 
the ſecond Year of his preſent Majeſty's Reign, intitled, 
An A for the eſfectual preventing Bribery and Corruptimn 
in the Election of Members to ſerve in Parliament, is made 
final to all Intents and Purpoſes whatſoever, any Uſage 
to the contrary notwithſtanding.” 


'" ws ME SS TH GS RE 


This Motion being ſeconded by Mr Sandys, and ſupported 1 


by Mr Walter Plumer: The ſame was objected to by Mr 
Horatio Walpole, Mr Henry Pelham, and Sir William 
Yonge, who did not directly oppoſe the Motion itſelf, but 
propoſed the Delaying of it a few Days, as follows. 
| Sar. * | 

I muſt own, I have not lately conſidered the Clauſe 
now read to you, and therefore am not prepared now to 
ſpeak to it: Put upon the firſt View, I take the Motion to 
be of the utmoſt Conſequence, becauſe I look upon it as 2 
Reſtraint deſigned to be put upon the juriſdiction of this 
Houſe in the moſt material Point, that of determining all 
Queſtions relating to electing the Members of our own 
Houſe. I really never imagined, that the Intention of that 
Act, or of any Clauſe in it, was to reſtrain the Houſe of 
Commons, with reſpect to their Determinations in Matters 


of Election; for in all ſuch Determinations I think we ought 
not to be under any Limitation, nor confined by any Rule; 


and if there had been any ſuch Intention, I believe thi 


_ Houſe would never have agreed to the Bill, or at leaſt that 
_ Clauſe by which any ſuch Reſtraint was intended to be laid 


upon this Houſe. 
It is for this Reaſon, Sir, that I have always imagin'd, 
and till think, that the Clauſe now read to you relates only 


to Returning Officers, and was defigned as a Direction to 


them, what Sort of Perſons they were to admit to vote at 
any Election; with reſpect to which they were by thi 
Clauſe obliged to take the laſt Determination of the Houle 
of Commons, as a Rule to be inviolably obſerved by then 


at all ſucceeding Elections. This, Sir, I muſt ſtill think, 


is all that was deſigned by the Clauſe ; for it is certail, 
that if in all future diſputed Elections, we were to take the 


laſt Determination of this Houſe as an infallible Rule for our 


Conduct, a very great Injury would thereby be done to ? 
£reat many Cities and Boroughs in England; and I cansot 
| imagine 
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imagine that it was ever the original Intention of any Act Anno 8. Geo. 11, 
of Parliament to do an Injury to any one, much leſs to great 
Numbers of his Majeſty's Subjects. 


However, Sir, as I have not lately read or conſidered the 
Act, I will not now pretend to be poſitive in my Opinion, 
and therefore I hope the honourable Gentlemen will agree 


to put off the Conſideration of this Motion to ſome ſhort 


Day, .to Monday next if they pleaſe, that other Gentlemen 
as well as myſelf may haye Time to conſider it, before we 


of great Conſequence.” 


To this i 


Sir, 


are obliged to give our Opinion in a Caſe which is certainly 


t was reply'd by Sir Joſeph Jekyll: 


1 As I had the Honour to be a Member of this Houſe 
when the Clauſe now under Conſideration had the good 


Fortune to paſs, I well remember the Hiſtory of it: This 


Pa 


who firſt contrived this Clauſe ; for they imagined that this 


Houſe would never agree to ſuch an Amendment: But when 


the Bill came back to this Houſe, the Gentlemen who pro- 


moted the Bill were ſo juſtly fond of it, that they choſe to 
agree to all the Amendments made by the other Houſe, 


and this among the reſt, rather than loſe ſo good a Bill. In- 


deed as to this (Clauſe they had a very good Reaſon for 


agreeing to it ; for tho' it did lay ſome Reſtraint upon the 
Juriſdiction, of this Houſe in Matters of Election, yet the 
Majority of the Houſe then thought it a reaſonable Re- 


ſtraint, and even a neceſſary Reſtraint, in order to prevent, 
in Time to come, that frequent Contradiction in our Deter- 
minations with reſpect to Elections, which had in Time paſt 


greatly contributed to the giving People a contemptible O- 


Pinion of all the Proceedings of this Houſe. 
The Clauſe now read to you, Sir, is ſo | 
ed in Terms ſo plain and eaſy to be underſtood, that I am 
ſurpriſed to hear any Gentleman deſire an Hour to conſider 


full, and conceiv- 


of it; but I am ſtill more ſurpriſed to hear any Gentleman, 


mittee of Elections, ſay, he imagined this Clauſe was in- 


long ago as the. eighth Year, of King William's Reign, all 
Sheriffs and Returning Officers have been prohibited, by an 
Act then made, to return any Member to ſerve in Parlia- 
ment, contrary to the laſt De 


Vol. IV. 


termination in the Houle of 


N 


Commons, 


1734•5. 


Alauſe was not originally in the Bill, but was put into it by 
| the other Houle, and [I believe, with a View to prevent the 
fling of it; or at leaſt that it was the Intention of thoſe 


eſpecially a, Gentleman who has often attended the Com 


tended only as a Direction to Returning Officers, what Sort 
of People they were to admit to poll at any Election; be- 
cauſe this very Direction was given by Act of Parliament 
many Years ago to all Sheriffs and Returning Officers: So 


8 


Anno 8. Geo, II. 
1734-35» 


Learn ran 


Sir, even in ſuch Caſes we are confined by the Rules of na- 


| yet I ſhould have a very bad Opinion of the Judges of that 
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Commons, as to the Right of Election for ſuch Places; 
and therefore it would have been ridiculous to have inſerted 
in a late Act ſuch a Clauſe as that now before us, if no 
more had been intended by it, than to give the ſame Di. 
rections to Sheriffs and other Returning Officers, which were 
given to them by a former Act then in full Force: But, 


without any ſuch Conſideration, the Clauſe before us is in 


itſelf ſo clearly expreſſed, that it is impoſſible to miſtake its 
Meaning ; and as the honourable Gentleman intends nothing 
by his Motion but to prevent Gentlemens patting them- 


ſelves to a needleſs Expence, and giving this Houſe an un- 


neceflary Trouble, I can ſee no Reaſon why we ſhould make 

any Difficulty in agreeing to what he has propoſed. 
Can Gentlemen be ſerious, Sir, when they ſay that this 

Houſe is not to be confined by any Rules ; that we ought 


not to be under any Reftraint, with reſpe& to our Peter- 


minations about the Election of our own Members; and 
that this Houſe would never have agreed to the Clauſe, if 
any ſuch Thing had been intended? Our Determinations 
in ſuch Caſes are, tis true, ſupreme and final ; but ſurely, 


tural Juſtice and Equity, and likewiſe by the antient Cuſ- 
toms and the Laws of the Kingdom. Let a Court of Ju- 
dicature be as abſolute and ſupreme as can be imagined, 


Court, if they confined themſelves to no Rules, nor even 
to thole Laws they themſelves had before made for their 
future Conduct. I do not know but ſome of the Cities 
and Boroughs of England may have been injured by the [aft 
Determination of this Houſe, and in ſuch a Caſe it is a 
Hardſhip to make that injurious Determination abſolute and 
final as to them in all Time to come; but if there were any 


ſuch injurious Determinations made, it is the more neceſ- 


ſary by a Law to put a Stop to them. The Hardſhip 1 
already put upon them; the Law is already paſſed; it 15 


now one of the eſtabliſhed Laws of the Kingdom, and can- 


not therefore be altered or amended by any Reſolution of 
this Houſe : It is not the firſt Time that a Hardſhip has 
been put upon particular Men for the Good of the Society 
in general ; but in this Caſe, if any City or Borough has 
been injured by the laſt Determination of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, and that Injury fix'd upon them by the Law now 
under our Conſideration, they may apply to Parliament for 
Relief, and will certainly obtain an Act of Parliament for 
that Purpoſe, which is the only Method by which they can 
now be relieved ; ſo that the Hardſhip, if any has been put 
upon them, cannot come under our Conſideration in the 
preſent Queſtzon. | 2 850 

However 
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take a Day to conſider of the preſent Motion, yet I ſhall 

not be againſt it ; becauſe I with it were made a ſtanding 

Order of this Houſe, that no Motion ſhould be taken into 

Conſideration or agreed to the ſame Day it is made: For 

this Reaſon I ſhall not be againſt adjourning the Debate till 

Monday, according to the honourable Gentleman's Deſire; 

and I agree to it the rather, becauſe I hope when the Mo- 

tion has been fully and maturely conſidered, it will be una- 

nimouſly agreed to: But, on other Occaſions, I hope thoſe 

Gentlemen will ſhew the ſame Complaiſance to others, and 

will not inſiſt, that any Motion they may hereafter think 

fit to make ſhall be immediately taken into Conſideration ; 

for if this ſhould be made a Rule for one Side, and not for 

the other, it would be as partial a Method of Proceeding 

as was ever practiſed by former Parliaments in their Deter- 

minations about Elections.“ | | 

It was ordered accordingly, that the farther Conſideration 
of that Queſtion ſhould be adjourned to the Monday Morn- 
ing next, when the Motion was amended thus : © That the 
< Counſel at the Bar of this Houſe, or before the Committee 
of Privileges and Elections, be reſtrained from offering E- 
« vidence, touching the Legality of Votes for Members to 


© ſerve in Parliament, for any County, Shire, City, Borough, 


* Cinque-Port, or Place, contrary to the laſt Determination 
* of the Houſe of Commons: Which Determination, by an 
Act paſſed in the ſecond Year of his preſent Majeſty's 
* Reign, intitled, A At for the more effeftual preventing 
* Bribery and Corruption, in the Election of Members to ſerve 
* in Parliament, is made final to all Intents and Purpoſes 
* whatſoever, any Uſage to the contrary notwithſtanding.” 
And then it was agreed to without any farther Debate. 


| March 19. Upon the Motion of Mr Sandys, it was or- 
der'd, That Leave be given to bring in a Bull for the better 
ſecuring the Freedom of Parliaments, by limiting the Num- 
ber of Officers in the Houſe of Commons ; and Mr Sandys, 
Mr Wortley, Mr Howe, Sir John Hynde Cotton, Mr Watkin 
Williams Wynne, and Sir William Lowther, were ordered 
to prepare and bring in the ſame. 


March 21. The ſaid Bill was preſented to the Houſe by 
Mr Sandys. 
: April 16. The Report from the Committee appointed to 
inquire into the Complaint relating to the Poſt-Office, being 
taken into Conſideration, the Reſolutions of the ſaid Com- 
mittee were as follows ; viz. I. That the Privilege of frank- 
ing Letters by the Knights, Citizens and Burgeſſes, choſen to 
repreſent the Commons in Parliament, began with the ereQ- 
N 2 ing 


However, Sir, tho' J do not think it at all neceſſary to Anno 8. Geo. If. 


1735. 
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Anno tO. ings © Poſt-Office within this Kingdom, by AR of Parlia. 


ment. TI. That all Letters, not exceeding two Ounces, 
ſigned by the proper Hand of, or directed to any Member 


of this Houſe, during the fitting of every Seſſion of Par- 


liament, and forty Days before and forty Days after every 


Summons or Prorogation, ought to be carried and delivered 
freely and ſafely from all Parts of Great Britain and Ireland 
without any Charge of Poſtage. III. That it is an high In. 
fringement of the Privilege of the Knights, Citizens and Bur- 
geſſes, choſen to repreſent the Commons of Great Britain 
in Parliament, for any Poſt-maſter, his Deputies or Agents, 
in Great Britain or Ireland, to detain or delay, open or look 


into, by any Means whatſoever, any Letter directed to, or 


ſigned by the proper Hand of any Member, without an 
expreſs Warrant in Writing, under the Hand of one of the 


Principal Secretaries of State, for every ſuch Detaining, De- 


laying, Opening, or Looking into. IV. That all Letters 


directed to any Member of this Houſe at any Place within 
the Bills of Mortality, be carried by the proper Officers of 


the Poſt-Office to the Houſe or Lodgings of ſuch Member, 
or to the Lobby of the Houſe of Commons. V. That it 
35 a notorious Breach of the Privilege of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, for any Perſon to counterfeit the Hand, or put the 
Name of any Member of the Houſe of Commons upon any 
Letter, in order to prevent its being charged with the Duty 
of Poſtage. VI. That ſuch Perſons as Fall preſume to do 
the ſame, ought to be proceeded againſt with the utmoſt 
Keen I | 8 

The firſt two of theſe Reſolutions were agreed to, and on 


the 25th the third Reſolution was amended thus: viz. That 


it is an high Infringement of the Privilege of the Knights, 
Citizens and Burgeſſes, choſen to repreſent the Commons of 
Great Britain in Parliament, for any Poſt-Maſter, his Depu- 


ties or Agents, in Great Britain or Ireland, to open or look 


into, by any Means whatſoever, any Letter directed to, or 
ſigned by the proper Hand of any Member, without an ex- 


Ng Secretaries of State, for every ſuch Opening or 


'ich are agreed 
to dy the Houle, 


Debate ona Motion 
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menen: 
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ooking into; or to detain or delay any Letter, directed to, 
or ſigned with the Name of any Member, unleſs there {hall 
be juſt Reaſon to ſuſpe& ſome Counterfeit of it, without an 
expreſs Warrant of a principal Secretary of State as afore- 
iaid, for every ſuch Detaining or Delaying. | 
Then the three other Reſolutions were ſeverally read a 
ſecond Time, and agreed to, without any Amendment. 
April 22. The Bill for limiting the Number of Officers 
to fit in the Houſe of Commons being read a ſecond Time; 


and a Motion being made for committing the ſame, there 


enſue 


preſs Warrant in Writing, under the Hand of one of the 
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But the Queſtion being at laſt put for committing the 


| | | Bill, it was carried in the Negative by 216, againſt 192. 


May, 15. The King came to the Houſe of Peers, and 


; z the Commons being ſent for and attending, his Majeſty gave 
the Royal Aﬀent to ſeveral Bills: After which he put an 
Endl to the Seſſion with the following Speech to both Houſes. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


4 Am glad the Buſineſs of this Seſſion of Parliament is 


brought to ſuch a Concluſion, that I have now an 


W Opportunity of giving you ſome Receſs, after the great 


E 6 


Pains you have taken in the Service of your Country. On 


this Occaſion I muſt in Juſtice return you My Thanks for 


the many Inſtances you have given Me of your Duty and 
Affection to My Perſon and Government, and for the 
neceſſary Proviſions you have made for the Publick Secu- 


rity, as far as the immediate Circumſtances of Affairs 


49 require. 885 e 
“ have conſidered with great Care and Attention the 


preſent Situation of Europe, and duly weighed the Con- 


ſequences, that may ariſe from the Progreſs of the War, 
either by means of its becoming more general, or conti- 
nuing only to be carried on between the Powers already 
engaged. | 

An Accommodation of theſe unhappy Troubles ap- 


peared to be the beſt Means to prevent the Dangers, that 


are to be apprehended on either Side. In this View, a 
Plan of Pacification was concerted between Me and the 
States General with great Impartiality, and not without 
reaſonable Grounds to hope for Succeſs, altho' it hath not 
had the deſired Effect. 2 | | 
© But all future Reſolutions, to be taken in this impor- 
tant and critical Conjuncture, muſt be principally deter- 
mined by future Events: This makes it impoſſible far Me, 
at preſent, to take the previous Advice and Concurrence 
of My Parliament in ſuch Meaſures, as may become ab- 
| CE ſolutely 


1 The chief Speakers for committing 
the Bill were Mr John Pitt, Mr Boone, Mr Lyttleton, Lord 
Z Polwarth, Mr Hume Campbell, Sir Joſeph Jekyll, Sir Wil- 
© liam Wyndham, and Sir John Hynde Cotton. The Speak- 
ers againſt committing it were Mr Stephen Fox, Hon. 
Mir Stephen Cornwallis, Mr Lewis, (of Hampſhire) Mr 
Hlanbury Williams, Hon. Mr Robert Byng, Mr Lind- 
ſay, Mr Oglethorp, Mr Danvers, Mr Thomas Corbet, 
Hon. Mr Henry Pelham, General Wade, Sir Robert Wal- 
: pole, and Mr Rider the Solicitor General. 


Anno 8, Geo. II. 
1735. 


Mr John Pitt. 
Mr Boone, 
Mr Lyttleton, 
Lord Polwarth. 
Mr H. Campbell. 
Sir Joſ. Jekyll. 

Sir W. Wyndham. 
Sir J. H. Cotton. 


Mr Stephen Fox. 
Hon. 8. Cornwallis, 
Mr Lewis, 
Mr Han. Williams. 
Hon. Rob. Byng. 
Mr Lindſay. 

Mr Oglethorp. 
Mr Danvers. 

Mr Tho. Corbet. 
Mr Hen. Pclham. 
Gen. Wade. 
Sir R. Walpcle, 
Mr Rider, 


The King's Speech 
at putting an End 
to the firſt Seſſion, 


The Parliament 
Prorogucd. 
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Hh ( 102 ) 
ſolutely neceſſary to be entered into. But you may be 
aſſured, that My conſtant Concern for the Publick We. 
fare, the Liberties of Europe, and, in particular, or the 
Felicity and Security of theſe Kingdoms, will never (uf. 
fer Me to take any Steps, but ſuch as the Honour and 
Intereſt of My Crown and People ſhall call for and ju- 
ſtify ; and in the Purſuit of theſe great and deſireable 
Ends, I do, with the beſt grounded Confidence, promiſe 
Myſelf your zealous and affectionate Support.“ 

Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 
« I return you My hearty Thanks for the Supplies you 
have, with ſo much Chearfulneſs and Diſpatch, granted 
for the Service of the current Year, which have been ſo 
effectually raiſed, and accompanied with ſo ſeaſonable an 
Augmentation of Our Forces by Sea and Land, that I 
ſhall be in a Condition to make uſe of them, in the mot: 
advantageous Manner, for the Publick Service, as any Oc- 
caſion, that may happen to ariſe, ſhall require.” 
My Lords and Gentlemen, | 
6 The Conduct and Prudence of this Parliament, in a 
Time of ſo great Difficulty, cannot be enough commend- 
ed. The Poſture of Affairs before us required all poſſible 
Reſolution, joined with Caution, neither to be unwarily 
involved in the preſent Diſturbances, nor to remain un- 
provided againſt thoſe Dangers, which are too obvious to 
ſtand in Need of any Explanation, and may either directly 
or remotely affect Us. Y 
As I think it neceſlary this Famer to viſit My Do- 
minions in Germany, it is My Intention to appoint the 
Queen Regent here during My Abſence ; of whoſe jull 
and prudent Adminiſtration you have on the like Occafion 
had Experience. Let Me earneſtly recommend it to you, 
to render the Burden of this weighty Truſt as eaſy to Her 
as poſſible, by making it your conſtant Study and Endes- 
your, as I am ſure it is your Inclination, to preſerve the 
Peace of the Kingdom, and to diſcountenance and ſup- 


preſs all Attempts to raiſe groundleſs Diſcontents in the 


Minds of -My People, whoſe Happineſs hath always 


been, and ſhall continue My daily and uninterrupted 
Care.“ 


Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majeſty's Command, 


prorogued the Parliament to the 12th of June : They were 


afterwards farther prorogued to the 15th of January. 
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Mx UTES, &c, of the SECOND SE 5S5$10N by way sf Intros 
duction to, and Illuſtration of, the DEBATE Ss, which follow, 


to the End of the ſaid Seffun, 


N Thurſday the z zd of January, the Houſe having, upon the Re- 

port of the Committee of Supply, reſolved. Nemine Contradicente, that 

a Supply ſhould be granted to his Majeſty, they ordered, « mong others, 

the following Eft! mates, State, and Accounts to be laid before the He uſe, viz. 

1, An Eſtimate of the Ordinary of the Navy for the Year 1736, 
with the Half-Pay of the Officers of the Navy and Marines. 

2. An Eſtimate of the Charge 
for the Year 1736. 


3. An Eſtimate of the Charge of 8 for the Land Servide for 


the Year 1736. 


4. A State of the Debt of his Majeſty's 
then laſt. 

5. An Account ſhewing how the Money given for the Service ef the 
Year 1735, had been difpoſed of, diſtingu ſhed under the ſeveral Heads, 

6. An Account of the Services incurred and not provided for by Par- 
liament. 


Of which the firſt and fourth were laid before the Houſe next Day; the 


Navy, as it Good at e 


ſecond, third, and ſixth, on Monday thereafter; and the fifth on N — | 


the zd of March, and fol! low in their Order as called tor, 
An Abſlrat of the Ordinary E STIM ATE rf the Navy for the Year 17 736. 


To the Right Hon. the Lords Commiſſioners fir executins the Off ce of” 
Lord High Admiral of Great Britain. 


1. The Com miſſioners of the Navy, with the Secretaries, ? „„ neo - 
Officers, Clerks, Inſtruments and Contingencies relat- & 28,062 14 1 
ing thereto . : 

2. Superanhuated Sea-Officers -—— —— 5109 12 7 

3. Penſions and Allowance — — — 


8,667 7 7 


N 
4. Chatham > — 3507 7 2 
5. Deptford 1 333300 
5. Woolwith 8 — —V — 2521 8 89 "44 | 
7. Port{month HE — — 4162 14 6- 17.595 
8. Sheerneſs # — 5 6 | : 
9. Plymouth | — — 2500 5 6 Wy 
10. Muſter-Maſters an” other Officers of the Oar Ports —= 3623 8 
11. Wages to Ships and Veſſels in Ordinary —-- — 30,712 6 0 
12. Victuals to the Officers and Men- ſerving therein —— 13,4580 © 
13. 8 of the Harbour Moorinas — ͤ— 24,084 8 0 
14. Ordinary Repairs of his Majeſty's Ships in Harbour, 
and of the Docks. Wharfs, Buildings, Ke 60,005 6.9 
15. Ordinary Charge of ſick and hurt Seamen — 1068 15 O 
16. Half. Pay to Sea Officers —— — 30,000 0 0 


Total of the Ordinary Eſtimate of the Nav; tor the 1 : 
Tear 1736, | 


e 


for Guards, Garriſons and Land Forces 


— — 


” 
Po. - — — ke — a CG re er 


bn! 


B h G 6 2 
= rought over 21 22 18 
1 hic! ay be added : 12 9. 1 
For defr- win xpence in maintaining, in the Royal) 
Hoſp 1 Greenwich, an additional Number of 
Diſabl led Seamen, taken and to Be taken into it, who | 
are worn out and become decrepid in the Service of 
their Country, there being now goo poor Seamen 
maintained in the ſaid Hoſpital ; as alſo for a ſufficient 
Number of Nurſes, being the Widows of Officers and 
poor Seamen, and for carrying on the Buildings and 
other Incidents of the {aid Hoſpital for the Year 1736, 
10,000 l. 


L 10,009 


— — — — — 8 


Total 227,269 4 10 
And then the Total of the Ordinary Eſtimate of the Navy for the Year 


1736, amounts to Two hundred twenty-ſeven Thouſand two hundred 


Axty nine Pounds four Shillings and ten Pence. 
Richard Haddock, James Ackworth, 
Thomas Pearſe, George Purvis. 
J. Fawler. 
4 F Aimate of the Coarge of the Guards, Garriſens, and ether his Maj). 
Land Forces in Great Britain, for the Year 1736. 


Pay for 365 
| Days. Total. 
Horſe Number. J. J. . {. 5. 1, 

th. Troop of Sn 181 16,492 00 
2d ditto awning, ——!ĩ — 181 16,592 O © 
2d ditto — 181 16,592 © 0 
4th ditto =— — — 181 16,592 o 0 
1ſt Troop of Grenadier ra 175 16, 12 © 
2d ditto RFF 10,900 14 0 
Royal Regiment of Guard 337 26,949 16 © 
| Lord Pembroke's Regiment =— 319 26,126 6 0 
Lieutenant General Evan's - 214 17.744 18 0 
Lieutenant General Wade's— 214 17,744 18 0 


1 607 0 0 


Dragoons. | 

Royal Regiment — —— 369 17,461 5 © 
Brigadier Campbell's —— — 369 17,461 5 © 
Lieut, General Honeywood's == 369 17,461 5 © 
Lord Cadogan's — 369 17,461 5 0 
Major General Kerr's ——_ — 369 17,461 5 0 
Sir Robert Richskðĩ“võÜ — 369 17,461 5 0 
Major General Churchill's =— 369 17,461 5 © 
Lord Mark Kerr — 369 1,461 5 


bl 


= jſt R 
F 2dd 
d d 
Lieut 
Brige 
Lieu 


2} Brig: 
2 Drige 
Brig: 
Lu.ieu 


© | 
—2952— 39, 690 » 0 


g113 * 11 29 Frog 


[ ii ] 


Pay for 368 Total. 


; Numbers. Days. . 
5 Brought forward —— 5113 —— — 316,297 4 0 
5 Foot 1 
it Regiment of Guards —— 2005 51,291 17 © 
24d ditto — — 18 33.299 17 © 
4 3d ditto rms e 1282 3375354 16 © 
© Lieut. Gen Tatton's Regiment — 705 13,917 30 
Major Gen. Barrel's ——— 705 13.917 3 0 
2 Brigadier Montague's -— — 705 13,917 30 
” Lieut, Gen. Whetham's ————- 705 13917 38 
2 Brigadier Middleton's _— 13,917 3 0 
„ 7 Brigadier Harriſons— —— 705 13,917 30 
o 1 Brigadier Handaſyde's —<2z—— 705 13,917 3 © 
FF | Lieut, Gen. Sabine's —— — 705 13,917 30 
r WE. 1 — 10,221 ——— — 22, 283 15 © 
14 : Invalids. | =, 
h © Brigadier Fielding's Regiment — 51 9,933 17 © 
” 235 Independant Companies —— 1300 22,046 5 0 
KH 115 ——— 32,580 2 0 
| = 1 Companies. „ 
ft Six Independant Companies | | 
in North Britain F 3 555 9,146 17 © 
* Staff Officers, &c. . | 
| Staft Officers — 10,907 9 7 
/ | Garriſons, Fire and Candle —— 36,060 14 4 
Contingents upon Account — 15,000 © © | 
1 ; — 61,968 4 © 
«„» 17,704 — 649,270 2 0 
An Eſtimate of the Charge of the Office of Ordnance, for the Year 1736. 
. LAND-SER-:VICE:- | 
Ordinary of the Office, compriſing Repairs of % „ % 4456 
| Storehoules, Barracks, Platforms, Carriages, 1 5 
Stores for Garriſons, Rents, Salaries, and 38,835 7 ©. 
7 other incident Charge — 4 


1 Eſtabliſhments at Mahon, Gibraltar, Anapolis, > 6 

R | F | : ,902 

E Placentia, and North Britain 3 9 7 3 2 

| Half-Pay of the Officers, that have ſerved well 

in the Trains of Artillery in Flanders, Spain, 462 12 6 
—— 49.260 39 


and on ſeveral Expeditions 


I EXTRAORDINARIES. 
3 Towards carrying on the Gibraltar ——— 10,000 o © 


Fortifications, repair- ) Mahon 5,00000. 

ing of Storehouſes, ande Anapolis——— 70900 

lupply ing of Stores Placentia x 3000 
n f 1 5 8 es 0 o | | 


— 


65,260 39 
N 3 


4 


1 


— 


5 | 45 a. F. Fs. 4 


Brought ſorwarg . 65, 260 3 
o - x - . N ; * 
Towards rebuildings and repairing the For. 9 


3 | - O | 
Ta 5 building and repairing the Porti- 7 : 

6ctions at Pocifinouth \ ALSO 
Towards carrying on the new e ee 4 
and Barracks 31 Fort Augaltus in the 2,000 © 0 
Flighlands of Sootiand — nnnnm_—_ —_ | 

1741 Ay ; . . 

One hundred Ton of Salt Petre —— 4,599 0 © 


Exceedings, i: which no Allowance hath — — 
becn m1 by Parliament. 1 795700 30 
Ordnapces and Stores ſent by his Majeſty's Or- ON 
der Council, dated 3d April, 1735. 

4 


Johr Armiirong, To Barbadoes . 3,725. 6 4 
Gro. Gregory, Leward Iſlands 865 74 


L. Sntelt. 
Wr. Earle. 


Services incurred Anno 1735, uot provided far by Parliament, 
The Remainder of the Supplies voted by Parliament the 


24th Dec. 1735, for victualling the Garriſon of Gi- 
brajtar, more than was ſufficient to fatisfv the De- 


mancs of the late Contractor, and applicable to the 7,636 12 4. 


new Contiact for this Service, made with Tho. Ben- b 
nett Eſq; dated September 1733. Was, — [ 
Voted in Parliament for this Service, An. 1734. 25,000 © O 
Deficiency Anno 1734, made good 5,700-13 3 
Voted for this Service, Anno 1735 25,000 © © 


V 
Total of Supplies to 24th Dec. 1735 oe 65, 406 $7 


Payments made to Thomas Revel, Eſq; Contractor 
for this Service, from the 4th of February 1733-4 
tne Commencement of the Contract, to the 4th of 
September 1735, Incluſive ——— _ — 

The Payments from the 15th of September, 

1735, to the 4th of january following, 


59,250 © 1 


being four Months, at 28 Days per Month, (522349 4 * 
_ eſtimated at — — ; 
Inſurance, Anno 173 — —ê 508 93 
Extraordinary Magazines and neceſſary Re. 1 
pairs, eſtimated at — 4 ry 2.2 


— LAS 0 


— — 11,157 135 


— ů— — 
0,407 14 3 
Toy Total 


1518.6. «„ — — — 70,407 L 4 3 
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O D 1;nbvys SI CU CHINTULSTA ar 


L* 
On Friday che 23d of January, it was ordered that tie 
proper Officer ſhould Jay before that Houſe an Account of the 
Number cf Seamen employed in the Service of the Royal 
Navy, from the 3 fſt of December, 1734, to the 3 fſt of be. 
cember, 1735, upon a Medium of each Month, diſtinguichig 
what Numbers were borne, and what muſtered in the fl 
| Service. | So 
Accordingly, the ſaid Account was laid before the Hout 
on the Thurſday after, and was as follows, viz. 


: | Navy-Office, 27th Jan. 173; 
An ACCOUNT of the Number of Seamen employed in 
the Service of the Royal Navy, from the 3 fſt of Dec. 1730 
to the 3 1ſt of Dec. 1735, upon a Medium of each Month, 
diſtinguiſhing what Numbers were borne, and what mal. 
ter'd in the {aid Service, prepared purſuant to an Order of 


the Hon, Houſe of Commons, dated the 23d Inſtan:. 


Number of Men. 


Months. Borne. |Muſter 
Jay ——— — — 174 | 27,497] 2227 


AD. 8 27,414 22,98) 


March — — 1735 27.594 23.58 
April 6̃ 
May — — _ 27,144 24,846 
June .üñĩ„è —— | 28,967] 26 800 


ulßỹ — 29,029] 27.491 


| Auguſt — — 30,161 27.30 
| | September — — 30, 194 28,017 


| November — —— 29,814 26,4:0 


— 


| | 345,8331300,514 
Upon a Medium 


Richard Haddock, J. Ackworil, 
Tho. Pearſe, G Purvis, 
J. Fowler, Rob, Byag, 


The 28th. (See page 12 The Houſe (according to Ot- 
der) reſolved 14-1; nto a Committee of the Whole Houſc, 0 
conſi ler further of the Jupp. granted 0 Fro 1 i ity. ad 
; came to the following Reſolutions, withvat any Den 
| f 


or Diviſions, only W—— m Sh 
Fpeech againſt keeping up ſuch a numerous, Standing Army 
in Time of Peace. 


„ not provided for by Parliament. 


[xi] 


n, Fiq; made a ſhort 


The Reſolutions were as follow, vis. 
1. That the Number of effective Men to be provided for Army Votes, 


Guards and Garriſons in Great. Britain, and for Guernſey 
and ſerſey, for the Year 1736. ſhould be (including 1815 In- 
* valids, and 555 Men, which the fix Independant Companies 

> confilt of, for Service of the Highlands) 17,704 Men, Com- 

miſſion and Non-Commiſſion Officers included. 


2. That a Sum not exceeding 649, 270l. 28. ſhould be 
granted to his Majeſty, for defraying the Charge of the ſaid 


N i 174 Men, for Guards and Garriſons, and other his Ma- 
jeſiy's Land Forces in Great Britain, Guernſey and Jerſey, 
for the Year 1736. 


3. That a Sum not exceeding 216, 2281. 10s. and 11d. 


mould be granted to his Majeſiy, for maintaining his Majeſty's 
Porces and Garrifons in the Plantations, Minorca, and Gi- 
braltar, for the Year 1736. 


4. That a Sum not exceeding 71441. 15. 11d. Farthing, 


$ ſhould be granted to his Majeſty for defraying ſeveral extra- 


ordinary Expences and Services, incurred Anno 1735, and 


The 29th. Agreed to the Reſolution of Yeſterday, after 


= which was preſented to the Houſe the following Report of 


the Proceedings of the Commiſſioners of the Royal Hoſpital 


ſor Seamen at Greenwich, purſuant to an Act of Parliament 


of the 8th Year of his preſent Majeſty, entitled, An Act for 


= the Application of the Rents and Profits of the Eſtates, for- 


ſeited by the Attainders of James late Earl of Derwentwater, 
and Charles Ratcliffe, Eſq; viz. | 
To the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain, in Par- 
liament aſſembled. 
In Obedience to the Directions of an Act paſſed in the Chelſea Col. 
laſt Seſſion of Parliament, intitled, An Ad for the Aplica- lege Report. 


I tion of the Rents and Profits of the Eſtates forfeited by the 


Attainders of James late Earl of Derwentwater, and Charles 
Ratcliffe, Eſq; requiring the Commiſſioners or Governors of 
the Royal Hoſpital for Seamen at Greenwich, to contract 
and agree with able and ſufficient Tradeſmen, Artificers, or 
other Perſons, for finiſhing and compleating the ſaid Royal 
Hoſpital, in a Workman-like and ſubſtantial Manner, on the 
eaſieſt and moſt reaſonable Terms, according to the Plan laid 
before the Houſe of Commons in the faid Seſſion of Parlia- 
ment, and to lay their Proceedings therein, with their an- 

\ e 2 3 nual 


\ 


xi 
. nual Accounts, before his Majeſty, and both Houſes of Par- 
liam: nt reſpective ly. 

Tie Commiſſioners and Governors of the ſaid Hoſpital 
do humbly report as follows : 

There has been received from the Exchequer the Sum of 
52821. 13 8. being the Arzears remaining there of the Rents 

of the Eſtate, which Sum has been inveſted in Bank Annui- 
ties at 31, per Cent. until there ſhall be Occaſion to diſpoſe 
of the ſame, purſuant to the Purpoſes of the Act of Parliament. 

Thcre has been likewiſe received out of the Rents oi the 
Eſtate, the Sum of 2178 l. 135. 1d. 

As to their Proceedings i in carrying on the Buildings, the 
Foundations of Queen Mary's Court are in a great mezſure 
laid, and the Walls of the Chappel and Kitchen are carried 
up to the Top of the Plinth, which 1s, to the Cills of the 
Windows of the Baſe Story, the Expence of which ha? 
amounted to 1089 J. I; s. 4d. 

| By Order of the Commiſſioners. 
Admiralty-Office, 
Jan. 29, 1735. Tho. Corbett. 
The 31ft, received the following Accounts. 


The Exceſs or Surplus of the ſeveral Duties, Revenues, and 
Incomes commonly called the Aggregate Fund, eſtab liſhed | 
„ by ſeveral Acts of Parliament of the 3d, 5th, and 6th Years 


of bis late Majeſiy“ s Reign, for anſwering the Pay ments 
therein expreſſed, viz. 


The Money ariſen at the Exchequer within the Half Year 


ended at Lady Day, 1735, on the particular Branches 
herein enumerated, viz, 


DEBTOR; J. $i 


Houſe Money, firſt granted 7th of Will, i... ig 2,386"13 4 
ds Tonnage and Poundage — 12.140 5 
Arriare of the Duties on Coffee, Tea, and Chocolate, 
before the 24th of June, 1724; and the Duties on Nut- 
megs, Cinnamon, Cloves, Mace, Pictures and Muſlins =. 3 


Arrears of the Increaſed Duties on Coffee, Tea, and 
Chocolate, before the 24th of June, 1724, and the 


Duties on Nutmegs, Cinnamon, Cloves, Mace, and 
Pictures 


2,317 14 


A Moiety of the Inland Duty of 2 5. per Ib. on Cofie, 
119,171 ©! 
Os Dittd 


Th 
C 
| 


C2 


xi 


DEBTOR 5 wn; 


Brought over 119,171 O11 
Ditto —— of 4 5. per Ib. on Tea, fince ditto 25,566 g © 
The Inland Duty of 1's. 6d. per Ib. on Chocolate, . 
fince ditto . : 5,776 19 5 
Further Rates on White Calicoes, Chiaa Wares and 
og 3 2,682 19 1 
Half Subſidy of Tonnage and Poundage 15,655 16 9 


Surplus of the other Moiety above 890,000 l. per Annum 
for Annunies . . ——— — 
Additional Duties on French Wines and Merchandizes— 5, 266 4 8 
Plantation Duties — — 693 13 10 
Duties on Hops — 1,917 13 9 
Duties on Brandy — — — — 8,721 13 8 
Surplus of 9d. Exciſe, granted for 99 Vears——— 22,442 0 9 
Ditto of the two 7ths of gd. Exciie — 3, 228 14 2 
4 

8 

I 


6 — 


Ditto of the 370001, per Week Exciſe —— — 13,307 17 
Ditto of the Revenues in Annuity, Acts 4th, 5th, and | 

btb, Anne = _ — ———— 67,700 8 
Ditto, of the Fund for the Lottery, 1710 —— 21,677 2 
Public Monies brought into the Exchequer after Mi. 1 

chaelmas, 1715, appropriated by an Act of Geo, 15 page 

301, viz. 


Duty on foreign Sail Cloth 


— — 1,325 6 1. 


To tlie Duty of 3d, per Barrel Exciſe, and the additio- 
nal Duty on Pepper and Al. ariſen Michaelmas, 1734, and 
reſting at Lady- Day, 1735, over and above ſufficient to 
ſatisfy the Annuities of 81,000]. per Annum, granted 
Anno 1719, computed to that Time — 26,399 7 1 


254,532 5 7 


The Exceſs or Surplus of the ſeveral Duties, Revenues, and Incomes, 
commonly called the Aggregate Fund, eſtabliſhed by ſeveral Adds of 
Parliament of the zd, 5th, and Ech Years of his late Majeliy' $ Reign, 
tor anſwering the Payments therein expreſſed, viz, 


| CREDITOR. „ *. d. 
3y Payments charged on the Aggregate Fund, by Acts of 
Parliament, viz. 
By the Bank of England, on their Annuity of 60,0001. 
being the Remainder of $0,000 1. per Ann, for cancelling 
wo Millions of Exchequer Bills) for the half Year ended 
it Lady-day, 1735, purſuant to the Act of 11 Geo. I. 
pag. 213. and 2 Geo. II. pag. 81. 
By che South-Sea Company to Ae Annuities at 


30,009 00 


4 per 
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CREDIT OR. 

you Cent. en the Principal Sum of 353,645 J. 8 8. to 
which the Sum of 481,” 7001. ſubſcribed into their Capital, 
1s toad by abating Trom the ſame 48,0541. 125. for 
a proportionab! e Part of 4,500,000]. repaid to the faid 
Company tor redeeming ſo much of their Capital, and the 
ANA tier attending the ſame, being the Remainder of 
oo, oool. contributed on the firſt Lottery, 1719, for the 
Ralf r ear ended at Lady day, 1735 
Towards the Expence of his Majeſty's Civil Govern- 
ment for the half Year ended at Lady Dar, 1725, by the 
AQ of 1 Geo. II. pag. 38. 
By the South Sea Company to diſcharge Annuities at 
per Cent. on the \Principa! Sum of 751.9111. 168. 1d. 
to which the Sum of 342,702), 18. 8d, ſubſeribed into their 
Capital, is reduced. by N from the ſame 91,7901. 
xs, 7d. for a proportiona! Part of 4,500,000 I, repaid 
to the ſaid Com pany, for redeeming ſo much of their Whole 
Capital, and the Anvnities attending the ſame, being the 
Remainder of 1,079,009]. contributed for Annuities Anno 
1715, for the hali Year ended at Lady Day, 1735. — 
By the Officers of the Exchequer-Bill-Office, on their 
galariee, for the 25 Year ended at Lady Day, 1735.— 
Zy the Uſher of the Exchequer for Necefilaries. ——— 
By tne South-Se: De jad the Goverror and Comg 
pany of the Bank of England, ciaiming under them for 
the half Year ended at Lady Day, 1735, on 5271. 115. 9d. 
per Ann. being ſuch Part of 10, 5 161. 1s. 7d. per Ann. 
Reiidue of 12,000]. per Ann, allowed them for Charges 
of Management on Subſcriptions by the Act of 6 Geo. I. 
4.5 ws « chargeable on this Fund. —.— 
B5 the United Company of Merchants of E Raga, 
ion to the Eaſt-Indies, on their reduced Annuity of 
122,000]. payable to them from Michae'mas, 1730, be- 
ing after the Rate of 4]. per Cent. per Ann. on the ſaid 
Company's Capital of 3,200,000). for the half Year ended 
at Lady Day, 1735, purſuant to the Act of 3 Geo. II. 
pag. 452.ꝛ(—è— 


— c — 


By the Exeeſs or Surplus which at or before Lady Day, 
1735, did ariſe by the Duties compoſing the Aggregate 
Fund ver contra (over and above all the Monies then due, 


or pa yable to diſcharge the ſeveral Annuities and other Al- 


jowances and Payments directed by Acts of Parliament to 
be ſatisfied out of the ſame) which Exceſs or Surplus is 
carried to the Sinking Fund. 


2＋%ꝛà.— — ( 


7,072 18-1 


65,000 © 6 
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N 11 
177.558 14 


— — — 138.980 12 


336,539 7 
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By the South Sea Company to diſcharge Annuities at 
W 4]. per Cent. on the principa! Sum of $,912,0531. 8s. 8d. 
Halfpenny, to which their original Capital of lo, ooo, oool. 
is reduced, by abating from the ſame 1,387, 9461. 118. 3d. 
Half. penny, for a proportional Part of 4, 500, oool. re- 
paid to the ſaid Company, for redeeming to much of their 
whole Capital, and the Annuities attending che ſame, and 
; is from the half Year erded at Lady Day, 1736. 


a [ xv ] 

Ine Exceſs or Surplus of ſuch Duties or Revenues (Part of the South Ses 
Fo Fund) as were eſtabliſned by Act of Parliament of the 3d and 5th Years 
of his late Majeſty's Reign, for anſwering Payments to thE South Sea 
Company and others, which Exceſs or Surplus is here flated at Lady 
Day, 1735+ 


The Money ariſen at the Exchequer in the half Year ended at Lady Day, 155 5. 
DEBTOR. ES „ 


wy 


for Impoſt on Wines and Vinegar | .———— — 60,164. 
Impoſt on "Tobacco 
Impoſt on Eaft-Tndia Goods 
Additional Impoittions — 
Additional Whale Fins ee eee e 
Duty on Candles ſince the 1ſt of May, 1715 

Apprentices Duty ſince ditt ⁊— 


88 — — 36, 008 
— 


— — — — — — — 


— 


— 


t 
= 
we 
Wn 
3 ÞD. 
— 


2,054 0 


 — — 2 


202,085 6 4 


Z The Exceſs or Surplus of ſuch Duties or Revenues, {Part of the South Sea 


Fund) as were eſtabliſned by Act of Parliament of the 3d and 5th Years 
of his late Majeity's Reign, for anſwering Payments to the South Sea 
Company and others, which Exceſs or Surplus is here ſtated at Lady 
Day, 1735, Viz. 


: CREDITOR. 


. 
i 
J, 


By ditto Company on 7,129]. 125. 11d. per Ann. for 


Charges of Management, to which their Allowance of 
& 5000! per Ann, was reduced, on Re-payment to the {aid 
; Company of 4,500,0001. as aforeſaid, and is for the half 
Tear ended at Lady Day, 1735. 


— [ — — 3,564 16 $ 


Err OTTEIrTImEro—_— 


!!!.! rmurenetirntmogingl 
By the Exceſs or Surplus, which at or before Lady Day, 


1735, did ariſe by the Rates, Duties, Impoſitions and 


evenues per contra, over and above ſufficient to ſatisfy all 


Payments chargeable - thereupon, which Exceis or Surplus 
5 carried to the Sinking Fund. 


20,879 8 6 


292,085 6 4 


ee ne 


The 


11 

The Produce at the Exchequer of the Duties and Revenues, which by an 
Act of 3 Geo. I. page 303, were charged towards making gocd 3 
general vearly Fund of 724, 849 l. 6s. 10d. with the Deficiency cheregf, 
and the Overplus of the ſame General Fund ſtated at Lady Day, 183, 
which Overplus ariſeth over and above all the Monies which the; 80 
before became due or payable according to ſubſequent Acts, out of the 

{aid Duties, Revenues, or General Fund. 


| To Money ariſen at the Exchequer within the half Year ended at La De, 
1735, in Part of 362, 424 1. 13 8. 5 d. viz, i 


DEB TOR. 

10 J. Lottery, 1711 J. „ 
Subſidy on Goods exported 16,862 10 2 | 
Two Shillings per Chaldron on Coals 27,912 15 8 $3,691 0 © 
Additional Duty on Candles —— 33,915 14 6] 

. Claſs ditto, 1711. 
Hackney Coaches and Chairs —_ 3,589 3 1 


. 


New Stamp Duties F ; 
700% |. per Week Lottery Money 17,590 o 79,758 10 10 
Duty on Hides and Skins — — 52,668 8 


10 l. Lottery, 1712. | 
Duty on Soap — — 89,170 9 
Stamp Duties on Paper ——— — 7,849 o 
Claſs ditto, 1712. | 


: 67,019 10 0 


Additional Duty on Hides — 30,182 4 2\ 
Duty on Wire and Stare 5,450.18 7 
Policies of Inſurance — 1,680 10 5-1 08 
A Moiety of the Duty of 28. per Ib. 2 NW; 
on Coffee 5 — 11,820 16 10 
Ditto 48. per Ib. on Tea 25,665 9 © } 


Hereditary Exciſe, payable out of 3700l. per Week 
Bankers Annuities — "on 


— — 4 


| | : 325,106 3 3 
To the Complement for compleating the general Fund _ 
of 724.8491. 6s. 10d. per Ann. for the half Year ended at 5 
Lady Day, 1735, to be made good by Parliament. — 37,318 9 5 


— —— 


| 362,424 13 5 


The 


Ti 


b which the Sum of 748.5551. 195. 


[ xvi |] 
The Produce at the Exchequer of the Duties and Revenues, which by an 
Act of 3 Geo. I. pag. 303. were charged towards making good a gene- 
ral Yearly Fund of 724,849]. 68. 10d. with the Deficiency thereof, and 
the Overplus of the ſame General Fund, ſtated at Lady Day, 1735, 
which Overplus ariſeth over and above all the Moneys, which then, or 
before became due and payable, according to ſubſequent AQs, out of 


the ſaid Duties, Revenues, or General Fund. - 


CREDITOR. 

By Payments charged on the General Funds by Acts of 
Parliament, viz. | 

By the South Sea Company, to diſcharge Annuities at 4], 

per Cent, on the principal Sum of 7,423,108I. 45. 10d. 

to which the Sum of 8, 3 29,2911. 2s. 1d. ſubſcribed in- 

to their Capital, is reduced, by abating from the ſame 


4. 4. 


4,500,000). repaid to the ſaid Company, for redeeming 


ſo much of their whole Capital, and the Annuities attend- 
ing the ſame, being the Remainder of 9,534,3571. 135, 


11d, to which the Proprietors of certain Orders in the 


= four Lotteries, 1711 and 1712, and the Debt due to certain 
© Bankers and others, were entitled for the half Year ended 
Lady Day, 1735, —— — — —ʃ 


| 148,452 3 6 
By ditto Company, to diſcharge Annuities at 4. per 


Cent. on the principal Sum of 667,117]. 1s. 7d. to 
5 d. ſubſcribed into 
their Capital, is reduced, by abating from the ſame 81,430l. 
173. 10d. for a proportionable Part of the Sum of 
4,500,000]. repaid to the ſaid Company for redeeming ſo 


much of their whole Capital, and the Annuities attendin 


the ſame being the Remainder of 947,514). 75s. 8d. to 
which the Proprietors of certain Tallies of Sol. were in- 
titled, that were ſtruck at the Exchequer to make good 
ſundry Deficiencies, Anno 1716, for the half Year ended | 
Lady Day, 1735 — 1 6 10 
By ditto Company, to diſcharge Annuities at 4]. per 
Cent. on the principal Sum of 1,079,064]. 188. 3d. to 
which the Sum of 1, 210, 792l. 138. 8d. ſubſcribed into 
their Capital, is reduced, by abating from the ſame 137,7271. 


158. 4d. for a proportional Part of the Sum of 4, 5 00, oool. 
repaid to the ſaid Company for redeeming ſo much of 


their whole Capital, and the Annuities attending the 
lame, being the Remainder of 1,603,987/. 85. 14. to 
which the Proprietors of certain Army Debentures 
made forth to the 21 of March, 1719, were intitled for 8 
the half Vear ended Lady Day, 1735. | 21,581 5 11 
By ditto Cqmpany, to diſcharge Annuities of 4/. per 
Cent, on tl principal _ of 96,074 J. gs. 9d. to 


which 


[ xvIIi] 

which the Sum of 107, 802 J. 17 s. 4d. ſubſcribed into 
their Capital is reduced, by abating from the fame 

11,7281. 7s. 6d. for a proportional Part of the Sum of 
| 4,500,000 repaid to the iaid Company for redeeming 
| ſo much of their whole Capital, and the Annuities attend- 
Ing the ſame, being the Remainder of 110,312), 78. 4d. 
| to which the Proprietors of certain Tallies of Sol. were 
entitled, that were ſtruck for the S:rvice of the Navy, and 
the victua ing thereof, for the half Year ended at Lady 


— — — 13.921 9 9 


Ber. 1735, —.— == 
| B. ditto Company, and the Governor and Company of 
the Bank of England 9 55 under them, for the half 
Year ended at Lady Day, 1735, on 42671. 45s. 8d. per 
Arn, being ſuch Part of 10, 5100 1s. 7d. per Ann. Re 
ſidue of 12,0001. per Any, allowed them for Charge of 
Management on Subicription by the Act of 6 Geo. I. as is 
chargeable on this Fund. — 
By the Sofferers of Nevis and St.  Chriflophers for An- 

nuities at the Rate of 31. per Cent. and upon the principal 

Sum of 37,8211. 55. 1d. Reſidue of 141,0931. 158. id. 

contained in Orders of Debentures made forth by the 
Wl Commiſſioners for Affairs of Trade and Plantations for 
1! the half Year ended at Lady Day, 1735. e 507 6-4 


lil 188, 203 49 

| Ballance is the Overplus, which at or before Lady Day, 

10 1735, did ariſe by the faid General Fund in this half Year, | 

| (when the Sum of 37,3131. 9s. Sd. per contra ſhall be 

| made good by Parliament) over and above ſufficient to ſa- 

| ti:fy all Annuities and other Sums due or payable out of 

| the ſame, which Exceſs or Surplus is carried to the Sink- 
174.416 3 7 


_— 


302,424 13 


ing Fund. ꝛ⁊ ü — 


The 


F xx ] 


The Exchequer to the Sinking Fund, 


DEBTOR. 


= To garplus Mcney unapp'ied at Michaelmas, 1734, à8 
per Account for the half Year then ended ———— —— 37,557 13 4 


A To Surplus Money ariſen in the half Vear 
BM ended at Lady Day, 1735, viz. 


1 | J. K 
= Surp!us of the Aggregate Fund, as per 
Account 
W Surplus of the South-Sea Company's 
WB Fund, as per Account — 20,879 8 6 
WW Surplus of the General Fund, when 
we Sum of 37,3181. 9s. 8d. being the 
W Complement to 362, 424. 138. 5. 
dall be made good, as per Account — 


158,980 12 7 


d 
4> 


174.416 8 7 


———— ͤ—ͤ—œr 


354.276 9 9 


— 


| 391,834 3 L 
The Exchequer to the Sinking Fund, per Contra. 


CREDETOR. 


-—  am——— 


17 | „ 
= By Caſh taken in full of the Sum of 1,200,000 l. for 
| or towards the Supply granted to his Majetty for the Ser- 


vice of the Year 1734, purſuant to the Act of 7 Geo. II. 
page 264. | 


—  -. 


— 118,799 12 11 


3 5 By Remains at Lady Day, viz, | 
—— 1 8 3 | | 4. 3 
133 Surplus of the Aggregate Fund — 134,716 11 11 


Sourpfus of the South Sea Company's 
Fund 1 

Surplus of the General Fund, when the 

Sum of 37,3181. os. 8d, three Fafthings, 

the Deficiency thereof in this half Year, 

ſhall be made good by Parliament. ——133,643 19 


— —— 


4.673 18 


3 
organ 7 7 7 > 2, £ 


391834 3 | 


8 This being the Five and Twentieth half yearly Account made up, pur- 
Dan. to the Act of 9 Geo. I. page 367, 15 humbly preſented the 3 11 


The 


The 


[ xx ] 

The Exceſs or Surpluſs of the ſeveral Duties, Revenues, and Incomes, com. 
monly called the Aggregate Fund, eltabliſhed by ſeveral Acts of Parlia- 
ment of the 3d, 5th, and 6th Years of his late Majeſty's eh for an- 
ſwering the Payments therein expreſſed, viz. 


The Money ariſen at the Exchequer within the Half Year ended at Mi. 
chaelmas 1735, on the particular Branches herein enumerated, viz, 


DEBTOR. J. 1 

Houſe Money, firſt granted 7 Will. III. — — 49,276 104 

Two 3ds Tonnage and Pondage wp 250.17 3 
Arrears of the Duties on Coffee, Tea, and Chocolate, 

before the 24th of June, 1724; and the Duties on Nut- 

megs, Cinnamon, Cloves, Mace, Pictures and Muſlinz. 815 79 
Arrears of the Increaſed Duties on Coffee, Tea, and Cho- 
colate, before the 24th of June, 1724, and the Duties on 

Nutmegs, Cinnamon, Cloves, Mace, and Pictures 
A Moiety of the Inland Duty of 28. per Ib. on Coffee, 

fince 24th June, 1724. — ccc 3019-10 


„ 


10,454 18 6 


Ditto of 4s. per 1b. on Tea, ſince ditto — 35,471 18 8 
The Inland Duty of 18. 6d. per lb. on Chocolate, fince 

ditto. w ——mmmm_ — 4,519 5 7 
Further Rates on White Calicoes, ChinaWares andDrugs 1,882 0 3 

Half Subſidy of Tonnage and Poundage — 58,018 10 8 

Surplus of the other Moiety above 80,000]. per Ann. 

for Annuities 8 ä ii 
Additional Duties on French Wines and Merchandizes 1 1,328 / 3 
Plantation Duties eee 240 19 8 
Duties on Hops x SE — 447-164 

Duties on Brandy — — — — 1 870 2 4 
Surplus of the 9d. Exciſe, granted for 99 Years — 34,201.16. 
Ditto of the two 7ths 9d. Exciſe —— 11,408 14 ? 
Ditto of the five -ths gd. Exciſe — —— 18,091 10 8 
Ditto of the 37001. per Week Exciſe -. 20,707. 17 4 


Ditto of the Revenues in Annuity AR, 4th, 5th, and ED 
th Anne ⁊ä· — ä — 127, 386 15 1% 
Ditto of the Fund for the Lottery, 1710 | 32,290 17 9 
Public Monies brought into the Exchequer after Mi- 


| chaelmas, 1715, appropriated by an Act of 1 Geo. E 
page 301, Viz. 


Will Duty on foreign Sai!-Cloth 202 12 16 

7118 Arrears of the 10th 2s. Aid, Anno 1726, 1854 18 10 

1 Ditto of the i oth 38. Aid, Anno 1728, — 141 4 10 

10 Ditto of the 11th 3s, Aid, Anno 1729,.— 1058 18 1 

Wi! Ditto of the 12th 2s. Aid, Anno 1931,— 6544 18 

| Ditto of the 1ſt Is, Aid, Anno 1732, — - 9599 3 

7 | — — 19,461 2 0 


? b 
68,072 4 


2 
W S S Cow wh 


[ xi 


The Exceſs or Surplus of the ſeveral Duties, Revenues, and Incomes, com- 


monly called the Aggregate F und, eſtabliſhed by ſeveral Acts of Parlia- 


ment of the zd, 5th, and 6th Years of his late Majeſty's Reign, for an- 


ſwering the Payments therein expreſſed, viz, 
CREDLIT-OR: 


| Parliament, viz. 

By the Bank of England, on their Annuity of 60,0001. 
(being the Remainder of 80,000 l. per Ann. for cancelling 
W two Millions of Exchequer Bills) for the half Year ended 
at Michaelmas 1735, purſuant to the Act of 11 Geo. J. 
page 213. and 2. Geo. II. page $1. wm 

By the South-Sea Company, to diſcharge Annuities at 
4 per Cent. on the Principal Sum of 393,6451. 8 8. to 


zs reduced, by abating from the ſame 48,0541. 125. for a 
p:vportional Part of 4,500,000]. repaid to the ſaid 
Company for redeeming ſo much of their Capital, and the 
Annuities attending the fame, being the Remainder of 
Zoo, oool. contributed on the firſt Lottery, 1719, for the 
half Year ended at Michaelmas 1725. 
Towards the Expence of his Majeſty's Civil Govern- 
ment for the half Year ended at Michaelmas 1735, by the 
Act of 1 Geo. II. page 8. | — 
By the South-Sea Company, to diſcharge Annuities at 
4 per Cent. on the principal Sum of 751,9111. 16s. 1d. 
to which the Sum of 843,702l. 1s. 8d. ſabſeribed into 


— 


58. 7d. for a proportional Part of 4, 5 oo, oool. repaid to 
the ſaid Company, for redeeming ſo much of their whole 


Remainder of 1,079,000]. contributed for Annuities 
Anno 1715, for the half Year ended at Michaelmas 1735. 

By the Officers of the Exchequer Bill Office, on their 
Salaries, for the half Year ended at Michaelmas 1735 — 


Ey the Sheriffs of England and Wales, on 40001. per 


chaelmas 173 . 


By the South-Sea Company, and the Governor and Com- 
pany of the Bank of England, claiming under them for 
e half Year ended at Michaelmas 1735, on 5271. 115, 9d. 
per Ann. being ſuch Part of 10, 5 161. xs. 7d. per Ann. 
Reſidue of 1 2,000), per Ann, allowed them for Charges 
of Management on Subſcriptions by the Act of 6 Geo. I. 
4s is Chargeable on this Fund. 


Py (0 . 


_—— 


By the Uſher of the Exchequer for Neceſſaries —. 


Annum, by the Act 3 Geo. I. for the Year ended Mi- 


. 1. . 
By Payment charged on the Aggregate Fund, by Acts of 


30,000 © © 


which the Sum of 4.41 ,7000l. ſubſcribed into their Capital 


„ 


7,372 18 


60,000 G6 @ 


their Capital, is reduced, by abating from the ſame 91,7901. 


Capital, and the Annuities attending the ſame, being the 


15,038 VS. 


35 2 
30 15 8 


4000 0 


263 15 10 


— —„—-—¼ 


117,539 14 4 


Brought 


—— — — Send — 2 — e 


[ xxii 
DE BT OR. 1 l. 

85 Brought over 568,072 
To the Duty of 3d. per Barrel Exciſe, and the additio- 


4. . 
4 6 


nal Duty on Pepper and Al. ariſen Lady Day, 1734, and tradin 
reſting at Michaelmas 1735, over and above ſufficient to who 
ſatisfy the Annuities of 81,0001. per Annum, granted ing ah 
Anno 1710, computed to that Time. — — 27,263 12 1 Comp 
: * at Mt 
595,335 16 8 page 
» —— By 
Medit 
und re: 
made 
1735⁵ 
cable 
the I 
theref 
By 
735 
Fund 
or pa 
| | | lowar 
The Exceſs or Surplus of ſuch Duties or Revenues {Part of the South. S3 be ſa 
Fund) as were eſtabliſhed by Act of Parliament of the 3d and 5th Year arri 
of his late Majeſty's Reign, for anſwering Payments to the South. ea 
Company and others, Which Exceſs or Surplus is here ſtated at Mi 
chaelmas, 1735, Viz. | | The 
Fu 
„„ ENO. „ „ of 
For Impoſt on Wines and Vinegar ——— — — 112,952 9 5 Cc 
Impoſt on Tobacco ———— —— — 27,930 18 8 ch 
Impoſt on Ealt-India Goods — — 41329 19 3 
Additional Impofitions x kw A 24,104 7 10 B 
Additional Whale Fins ———— . —— 2,073 7 9 al. 
Duty on Candles fince 1ſt of May, 1915 — —— 32,850 14 1! i Half 
"Apprentices Duty ſince ditto wo —2ʃ.⸗ — 3554 5 5 . rec 
Z 5 alf 
245,450 31 ar 
| | who 
Too ſo much of the Sum of 72371. 188. zd. Halfpenny, is fr 
being a Medium of the Annual Income of the Duty on b 
rough and undreſſed Flax, taken off by the Act of the Cha 
4 Geo. II. as would” have been applied to this Fund, had doo. 
not theſe Duties been repealed, and is therefore made good Con 
to the ſame, out of the Sum of 42231. 108. 11d. charged Leu 
on the Aggregate Fund, as per preceding Account. mw 2097 15 5 . 
my « ; a — * 
X Rey 
19:4 
247-553 .'5 7 Wl ty 


S 
. 


— —_s — = 


—— 
wn. — — 0 


— 


O SO 


| 


W> 
— 
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[ xx111 ] 
CREDITOR. a 
"HO Brought over 117,530 14 4 
By the United Company of Merchants of England, | 
trading to the Eaſt-Indies, on their reduced Annuity of 
| 128,000). payable to them from Michaelmas, 1730, be- 
2 ing after the Rate of 41. per Cent. per Ann. on the ſaid 
Company's Capital of 3,200,000]. for the half Year ended 
at Michaelmas 1735, purſuant to the Act of 3 Geo. II. 8 : 
W page 452 — - 64,000 © 9 | 
| 


= By ſo much of the Sum of 72371. 18s. 3d: being a 
Medium of the Annual Income of the Duty on rough and 
W undreſſed Flax, taken off by the Act 4 Geo. II. as was 
W made good to the ſeveral public Creditors at Midſummer 
W 1735, (the remaining Sum ot 3o1gl. 7s. 4d. being appli- 
cable to the Funds compoſing this Aggregate Fund, before 
the Duties on rough and undreſs'd Flax were repealed, is "A 
therefore not charged thereupon.) 4223 10 11 


By the Exceſs or Surplus, which at or before Michaelmas 
1735, did ariſe by the Duties, compoſing the Aggregate 
Fund per contra, (over and above all the Moneys then due, | 
or payable to diſcharge the ſeveral Annuities and other Al- 

| lowances and Payments directed by Acts of Parliament to 

be ſatisfied out of the ſame) which Exceſs or Surplus is 

W carried to the Sinking Fund. —— 409,581 11 4 | 


— — 


3 | 3 $95,335 10 8 
| The Exceſs or Surplus of ſuch Duties or Revenues, (Part of the South Sea 1 
Fund) as were eſtabliſhed by Act of Parliament of the 3d and 5 th Years | 
of his late Majeſty's Reign, for anſwering Payments do. the South Sea 
Company and others, which Exceſs or Surplus is here ſtated at Mi- 
chaelmas 1735. viz. | | | | 
„ J. s. d. 
By the South Sea Company to diſcharge Annuities at 
41. per Cent. on the principal Sum of 8, 912, 05 3l. 8s. 8d. 
Halfpenny, to which their original Capital of 10, ooo, oool. 
1s reduced, by abating from the ſame 1,087,946l. 118. 3d. | 
Half. penny, for a proportional Part of 4,500,000]. re- | 
paid to the ſaid Company, for redeeming ſo much of their 
whole Capital, and the Annuities attending the ſame, and | 
1s from the half Year ended at Michaelmas 1735. =— 178,241 1 4 
y ditto Company on 7,1291. 128. 11d. per Ann. for 
harges of Management, to which their Allowance of 
Hool. per Ann. was reduced, on Re. payment to the ſaid 
"nd np of 4,500, oool. as aforeſaid, and is for the half 
x ended at Michaelmas 1735, — — 3.564 16 5 
/ the Exceſs or Surplus, which at or before Michaelmas 
35s did ariſe by the Rates, Duties, Impoſitions and 
p. -nues per contra, over and above ſufficient to ſatisfy all 
f ments chargeable thereupon, which Exceſs or Surplus 
carried to the Sinking Fund. — 65,741 1. 9 


9 — — —ñ—äv— 


247553 19 7 


Stamp- Duties on Paper 


Policies of Inſurance 
A Moiety of the Duty of 2s. per lb. 


Ditto 48. per lb. on Tea | 
Hereditary Exciſe, payable out of 3700l. per Week 


[viv] | 
Ihe Produce at the Exchequer of the Duties and Revenues, which by an 
Act of 3 Geo. I. page 303, were charged towards making good 3 
general yearly Fund of 724, 849 l. 6s. 10d. with the Deficiency thereot 
and the Overplus of the ſame General Fund ſtated at Michaelmas 1755 
which Overple ariſeth over and above all the Monies which then of 


before became due or payable according to ſubſequent Acts, out of the 
{aid Duties, Revenues, or General Fund. | 


UE) Money ariſen at the Exchequer within the half Year ended at Michaelmg; 


1735, VIZ. 


DEBT OR. 

10 J. Lottery, 1711 | „ 
Subſidy on Goods exported 15,499 12 
Two Shillings per Chaldron on Coals 45,102 4 
Additional Duty on Candles — 2.867 8 

. . Claſs ditto, 1711. e 
Hackney Coaches and Chairs —— 4,127 10 
New Stamp Duties 8 
700 |. per Week Lottery Money —— 18,900 o 
Duty on Hides and Skins —— 58,703 3 

10 l. Lottery, 1712. | 
Duty on Soap ———— — —— 72,715 10 
- — 8,790 17 


_ 
N. 


2 1. 


8 93.460 41 


91,97 13 5 


o Ono A8 


1 a 
at 81,500 8 0 


Claſs ditto, 1712. 
Additional Duty on Hides ———— 33,979 16 69 
Duty on Wire and Starch 6,156 8 3 | 


1,559 19 7 > 90,797 4 u 


on Coffee — 13,629 1 10 
357471 18 8 


Bankers Annuities —ñ . 10,27 7 
: 376,798 9 | 
Deduct to make good the Deficiency of this Fund in the 
Half Year ended at Lady Day, 1735. — ——— 37,318 9 
| EIS 
To the Complement for compleating the general Fund 
of 724.849 l. Cs. 10d, per Ann. for the half Year ended at 
Lady Day, 1735, to be made good by Parliament. — 22,944 14 ® 


— 
—— — 


362,424 13 5 


< Th 


[ xv ] 


yan WW The Produce at the Exchequer of the Duties and Revenues, which by an 
d 2 4c of 3 Geo. I. pag. 303. were charged towards making good a gene- 
ref, ral Yearly Fund of 724.849). 65. Od. with the Deficiency thereof. and 


the Overpias of the ſame General Fund, ſtated at Michaelmas, 1735, 
which Overplus ariſeth over and above ah the Moreys, Which then, or 
before, became due and p-yanie, according to ſubſequent Acts, out of 
the faid Duties, Revenues, or Central Fund. 
CREDIT OX. | J. „ 
By Payments charged on the Gereral Funds by Acts of 
85 Parliament, viz, 
By the Souch Sea Company, to diſcharge Annaities at 4}, 
per Cent, on the privcipal Sum of 7,423,101. 48. 10d, 
do which the Sum of 8,329,2911, 25. 1d. ſubſeribed in- 
W to their Capital, is reduced, by abating from the fame 
. 906,18 21. 75. 2d. for a proportional Part of the Sum of 
J, ooo. repaid to the ſaid Company, for redeeming 
bo much of their whole Capital, and the Annuities attend- 
3 Kasia of 9,534,357. 138. 


F : 


e 
888 
PA * *s 7 & 


a ae io 2 Ea 
ag LIES os; 
8383 > * 
e 


dj 
I 
— 
. 


ing the ſame, being the 
W 11d. to which the Proprietors ot certain Orders in the 
W four Lotteries, 1711 and 1712, and the Debt dus o certain 
I Bankers and others, were entitled for the half Year ended 
Michaelmas 1735. —— . ——_— — 148,462 3 6 
By ditto Company, to diſcharge Annuities at 4. per 
Cent. on the principal Sum of. 667, 1171. 15. 7d. to 
which the Sum of 748.555 J. 198. 5 d. ſubicribed intu 
tbeir Capital, is reduced, by abatirg from the ſame 81,4301). 
| 17%. 10d, for a proportionable Part of the Sum of 
| 4,309,000]. repaid to the faid Company for redeeming ſo 
much of their whole Capital. and the Annuities attendivg 
the ſame, beirg the Remainder of 947,514!'. 75. 8d. to 
which the Proprietors ot certain Tallies of Sol. were in— 
| titied, that were ſtruck at the Exchequer to make good 
ſundry Deficiencies, Anno 1716, for the half Year ended 
„„ , | 
by ditio Company, to diſcharge Annuities at 4). per 
| Cent. oa the principal Sum of 1,079,064). 18s. 3d. to 
Which the Sum of 1,210,7921; 135. 8, tubic:;o:4 into 
their Capital, is reduced, by abatiug itom the ſame 137,271. 
158. 4d. for a proportional Part of the Sum ct 4,500.0001. 
repaid to the ſaid Company for redeeming io much of 
their whole Capital, and the Annuities attending the 
lame, being the Remainder of 1,603,987/. $5. 1d. to 
Which the Proprietors of certain Army Debenture; 
made forth to the 21ſt of March, 1719, were entitled for 
the half Year ended Michaelmas 1735. — 
By ditto Company, to diſcharge Annuities of 44 pec 
Cent. on the principal Sum of 96,074 /. 9s. gd. to 
vieh the Sum of 107, 802 J. 17 8. 4d. ſubſcribed into 
their Capital is reduced, by abating from the ſame 
117281. 7s. 6d. for a propoctional Part cf the Sum of 
| g 4,5 00,0001. 


4 11 


13,342 6 10 


217881 5 11 


T bt 


4.500, oool. repaid to the ſaid Company for redeeming 
ſo much of their whole Capital, and the Annuities attend- 
ing the ſame, being the Remainder of 110,312). 78. 4d. 
to which the Proprietors of certain Tallies of Sol. were 
entitled, that were ſtruck for the Service of the Navy, and 
the victualing thereof, for the half Year ended at Mi- 
Chaelmas, 1735. ——— — — 1.921 9 
By ditto Company, and the Governor and Company of 


j the Pank of England claiming under them, for the half Y 
| Year ended at Michaelmas 1735, on 42671. 48. 8d. per A 
| Ann. being ſuch Part of 10,516). 15. 7d. per Ann. Re | 


ſidue of 12,0001. per Ann, allowed them for Charge of 
Management on Sub{cription by the Act of 6 Geo. I. as is 
chargeable on this Eund. — 2,1332 
By the Sufferers of Nevis and St. Chriſtopher's, for An- : 

| nuities at the Rate of 31. per Cent. and upon the principal 

| Sum of 37,8211. 5s. 1d. Reſidue of 141, 0931. 158. id. 

| contained in Orders of Debentures made forth by the 
Commiſſioners for Affairs of Trade and Plantations for 
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0 the half Year ended at Michaelmas 1735. — 507 04 
ö 188,003 49 


Ballance is the Overplus, which at or before Michaelmas 
1735, did ariſe by the faid General Fund in this half Year, 
(when the Sum of 22,9441. 145. per contra ſhall be 
made good by Parliament) over and above ſufficient to ſa- 


ö e „ 
e W 
2 h ate * 2 9 * Az 
R G 
A ” 


tisfy all Annuities and other Sums due or payable out of L 

| | the ſame, which Exceſs or Surplus 1s carried to the Sink- : By 
19 ing Fund. —174,410 8 7 Credi 
| e i purſu 
l | Ns | 5 | | | 362,424 13 Sum 
I! The Exchequer to the Sinking fund, ———— Aids 
18 | 8 | Act, 
| DEBTOR; „ | By 
| To Surplus Money unapplied at Lady Day, 1734, as or to 
per Account for the half Year then ended 273,034 10 3 | of th 
10 ä 5 | 11 [ 
0 To Surplus Money ariſen in the half Vear & 
10 eaded at Michaelmas 1735, viz. J. „ 

lil Surplus of the Aggregate Fund, as per By 
10 Account — 409,581 11 4 of th 
ll Surpius of the South-Sea Company's Parli 
l} Fund, as per Account — 65,748 1 9 

| Surp!us of the Genera: Fund, when es 
1 the Sum of 22,9441 145. being the | 
At Compiemett % 724,849!. 65. 10d. T 
il thail be mace god, as per Accoung— 174.416 u 7 of g 
— — 
922,780 11 11 
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The Exchequer to the Sinking Fund, per Contra. 


CREDITOR _ „ 
By Caſh, paid for Intereſt on the Milion lent on the 
: Credit of the Salt Duties, for the Supplies of the Year 1734, 


— | purſuant to the Act 7 Geo. II. page 104 and 105, which 
LED Som is to be replaced to the Sinking Fund, out of the firſt 


Aids to be granted in Parliament, as per Clauſe in the ſaid "Fog 
Act, 7 Geo. II. page 105, in that Behalf 24.370 2 7 
By Caſh, taken in Part of the Sum of 1, ooo, oool. for . 
or towards the Supply granted to his Majeſty for the Service 


| of the Year 1735, purſuant to the Act 8 Geo. II. page 
191, and 192, in that Behalf 


| | 899,835 17 11 
By Remains at Michaelmas 1735, being the Deficiency | 


of the General Fund, Anno 1735, to be made good by 
Parliament, —— — — 22,944 14 © 


* 


922,780 11 11 


ey. being the 26th Half-yearly Account — up, purſuant to the Act 


9 Geo. I. page 367, is humbly preſented the 3 1ſt Day of January, 


19 1734 by me, 


—2—— 


— 875,205 „ 


472 J. 8, | On, 


———— — — ——' — 
opti yy — — — 
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D XXVIII 


On Monday the 2d of February. (see page 131) it was ordered that he 
proper Officer ſhould lay before the Houte, an Account of all the publi 
Debts, at the Receipt of his Majeſty's Exchequer, due or ſtanding os 
Chrilimas, 1735, With the annual Intereſt or Sums paid for the lame; tig 
ſaid Account was accordingly preſented on the 16h of the fame Montt, WW 
ard ordered to lie on the Table, to be peruſed by the Members cfi;e 
Houie, and was as follows : | | 


An Account of ail the public Debts at the Receipt of his Vajetty's Frebe. 
quer, due or ſtanding out at Chriumas, 1735, With the aunual Inter 
or Sums Paid for the lame. | 


Annual Interel, 
Principal, or Sums paic. 
Exchequer. J. 6. 4. „ 
Annuities for long Terms, being) 
the Remainder of the original | 
Sum contributed and unſublcri- | i 
bed to the South- Sea Company, eee ee een 
aſter deducting what has fallen 
in by Deaths, 3 J 
Annuitiés for Lives with Benefit | 
of Survivorſhip, being the e 108,100 0 © 7897 8 
gina] Sum contributed. 4 
Annuities pavable upon two and 
three Lives, being the Sim re- C 
Ji} maining after deducting what { 
9 has fallen by Deaths 
Annuities at ꝙ per Cent. per Ann. | 
i being the Remainder of the 
original Sam unſubſcribed to 
the South-Sea Company, — 
Ditto on Lottery 1710, being? 
the Remainder, &c. 
Annuities on the Plate Act, 62 
Geo. prim. Reg. ee 
Annuities on the Nevis and St. 
Chriſtopher's Debentures, at 3 37.821 5 1 1,134 32 9 
per Cent. per Ann, = 
Exchequer Bills on the Victual- 
ing Act, Anno 1726, at 3 per 481, 4000 © © 
Cent. per Ann. ae 
Ditto made out for the Intereſt- 
on od Bills exchanged, 
Annuities at 31, 108. per Cent. _ 
per Ann, ior the Vear 1731—5 4. 00,000 9 0 14.000 © 
Duties on galt continued An. 1 734. 9 
20 41, per CEnt. per Ann, — 5 969,000 © o 38,400 0 0 
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Ditto Anno 1735, for 500,000l. _ | 
at 4]. per Cent. per Ann. but 

no Part of this Sum has been 

borrowed during the Time of 

this Account. | 

| Nate, The Land Taxes and 

Duties on Malt being annual : 

Grants, are not charged in this 

Account. 

Nor the 1, 00.000, |. charged 

on the Deductions of 69d. per 

Pound. | 

Faſt-India Company. 

By two Acts of Parliament W. III. 

and two other Acts 6 and 10 

Anrz, but the Apnuity grant- \ 


Act 3 G. II, reduced from 51. 
to 41. per Cent. per Ann. 8 

Bank of England. 
On their origina! Fund at 61. 7 
per Cent, per Ann. 


3 Geo, I. at 4 per Cent. per 
Ann. = 8 


Purchaſed of the South-Sea Com- 


Annuities charged on the Duties 
on Coals ſince Lady Day 1719, 
at 41, per Cent. per Ann. 
Ditto charged on the Surplus of) 
the Fund for Lottery 1714. 
at 41 per Cent. per Ann. — 
Ditto for the Lottery 1731, at 


31. per Cent. per Ann. trans- > 800,000 © © 
ferrable at the Bank 


To them more for Char 
original Debt 


For a proportionable Charge of Management of 


South-Sea Company, 

On their Capital Stock and An 
nuities, by Act g Geo. 1, 

4. per Cent, per Ann. —— | 


29,302,203 5 6 


— —— 


$1,538,298 3 2 


ed by the ſaid Acts was by an 3» 200,000 8 8 


- 1,000,000 o o 
For canceliing Exchequer Bills,, 


1,500,000 © © 


pany at dito — nnn e 


1,750, 00 © © 


1,250,000 © 0 


128,000 o o 


96,000 o o 


60,000 oO o 


160,000 o o 


70,000 © o 
$0,000 © o 


24,000 © o 


| I 4 4. 
ges of Management of their 


6 4000 © 0 per Ann 


4 ooo, oool. purchaſed of the South- Sea Company. \ 1898 3 5 per Ann. 


5898 3 5 


1,172,088 2 3 


2,018,694 4 4 


— w 


To them more for Charges of Management — 16,992 19 10 per Ann. 


| Hunt 
The ſame Day the Houſe, according to Order, reſolved 
itſelf into a Committee, to conſider of Ways and Means to 


. raiſe the Supply granted to his Majeſty, and reſolved, Tha: 


towards raifing the ſaid Supply, the Duties on Malt, ſum, 
Cyder and Perry, which by an Act of Parliament of the 8th 
Year of his Majeſty's Reign, had Continuance to the 24th 
Day of June, 1736, ſhould be further continued and charged 
upon all Malt, which ſhould be made, and all Mum which 


ſhould be made or imported, and all Cyder and Perry which 


ſhould be made for Sale, within the Kingdom of Great Bri- 
tain, from the 23d of June, 1736, to the 24th of June, 1737; 
which Reſolution was next Day agreed to by the Houle, 
and a Bill ordered to be brought in, which was accorcing!y 
afterwards brought in and paſled as uſual. 


The 4th of Feb. the Houſe, according to Order, reſolved itſelf 


again into a Committee, to conſider of the Supply granted to 
his Majeſty, and reſolved, That a Sum not exceeding 79,760!. 
35. and 99, ſhould be granted to his Majeſty for the Charge 
of the Office of Ordnance for Land Service for the Year 1730, 
and that a Sum not exceeding 45901. 13s. and 8d. ſhould be 


granted to his Majelty, for defraying the extraordinary Ex. 


pence of the Office of Ordnance for Land Service, not provid- 
ed for by Parliament. | 


On the 6th, the Houſe reſolved, That an humble Addreis 


| ſhould be preſented to bis Majeſty, that he would be gract 


ouſly pleaſed to give Directions to the proper Officer or Oli. 
cers to lay before the Houſe the following Account, which 


was accordingly laid before the Houſe on the 25th cf the 
ſame Month, and was as follows : 


An Account of what Duties or Impoſitions are now payable | 
by any Act or Acts of Aſſembly, in any of the Britiſh Plan- 
tations in America, on the Importation and Exportation 
of Negroes, Wines, and other kind of Liquors, or on any 
Goods, Wares, or Merchandize, and Shipping, diſtin- 


guiſhing each Duty or Impoſition, and each Colony and 
Plantation. | 


BARBADOES.: 

By an AQ paſſed in 1663, an Impoſt of 44 per Cent. | 

jaid on all dead Commodities ef the Growth of this Iſland, 
ſhipped off the ſame, payable in Specie for ever. 

By an Act paſſed in 1697, a Duty of one Pound of Gun- 
beef per Ton, is laid on all Ships entering there. Per- 
Petual. 3 

By an Act paſſed in 1705, a Duty of 5s, a Head is laid 
upon every Negro or other Slave imported. 1 

| . 


| [ xxxi 1 
An Act paſſed in 1715, lays a Tax of 20l. upon every 


a1 F Horſe or Als exported. ; : | 
to = By an Ac pailed 1715, the following Duties are impoſed 
hat on Goods imported, that are not of the Growth of the Britiſh 


m, E Colonies. On every Cwt. of Muſcovado Sugar, 1 25. 6d. 


th E (wt. of imported Sugar, 11. 5s. Gallon of Molaſſes, 15. 6d. 
th EF Gallon of Rum, 25. Pound of Cotton, 6d, Pound of Alloes, 
od WE 1s. 64. Cwt. of ſcraped Ginger, 1]. Cwt. of ſcalded ditto, 
cn . 108. | | 
ich 3 [t appears by an Aceount received from Mr. Dottin, Pre- 
i. WW dent of the Council, and Commander in Chief of this I. 
375 © fland, that in 1735, there was, by vertue of an Act of the I- 
le, E fand, the following Duties paid upon the Importation of Li- 
ply Y quors not of the Growth of Europe, imported in Britiſh Ship- 
ping. On every Pipe of Wine 4]. 10s. Ton of Mum 21. 155. 
elf Ton of Beer, Ale, Cyder, or Perry, 11. 55. Gallon of Brandy 
] 9 cor other Spirits 1s. Twelve Quart Bottles of any Wine 28. 
00. Of Beer, Ale, Cyder or perry 18. Of Mum 1s. 9d. 
urge E But the Act for this Purpoſe has not been tranſmitted ta 
305 the Plantation Office. 
I be I 
Ex- St. C HNISCTOEEE XS. | 
vid- & By an AQ paſſed in 1727, an Impoſt of 44 per Cent. is 
| hid upon all Commodities of the Growth of the Iſland, 
Ireis 8 ſhippcd off the ſame, and payable in Specie for ever. 
raci | Byan Act paſſed in 1732, every Ship entering there, ſhall 
Oth- | pay ha'fa Pound of Gun-powder, and one Shilling current 
hich Money per Ton. 
the And a Fuzil or 308. current Money for every 100 Tons, 
and 4d. current Money for every Ton under or over every 
hundred Tons, befides the Powder Duty. 
able | By an Act paſſed in 1722, and by another Act paſſed in 
plan- | 1732, the following Impoſts on Liquors are collected. Cur- 
ation | rent Money. 1 | 
| any On every Pipe of Madeira Wine imported, 21. Every Pipe 
iſtin- | of the Weſtern Iſlunds, or mixt with it, 31. Every Ton of 
and French, Rheniſh, or Spaniſh, 5i, Every Lon of Beer, 21. Eve- 
ty Dozen Bottles of Wine, 1s 69, Every Gallon of Rum, 
28. bd, Of Brandy, 1s. Of Mum, d. Beer, Ale and Cyder, 
every 12 Bottles, 1s. 6d. | 
nt. 15 3 
land, ANTIGU A. 
By an Act paſſed in 1668, an Impoſt of 4d. halfpenny per 
Gun- ent. is laid in Specie on Commodities ot the Growth of 
Per- tle Iſland exported, Perpetual. 
By an Act paſſed in 1676, every Veſſel entering there, is 
is laid o pay one Pound of Gun-powder per Ton. 


By 
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By an Act paſſed in 1697, an Impoſt is laid on all Liquors 
imported. Apes) | 

Madeira Wines per Pipe 2]. Of the Weſtern Tſlaads, or 
mixt therewith, per Pipe 41. French, Rheniſh, or Spaniſh, 
per Ton 8]. Aud if bottled, per Dozen 2s. Beer, Ale, and 
Cyder per Ton 21. if bottled, per Dozen 1s. Every Gallon 
of Mum 4d. of Brandy 2s. 64. of Rum 2s. Half the Duty 
to be drawn back on Re-exportation, I 

By an Act paſſed in 1721, Goods of the Produce of be 
French Iſlands imported to Antigua, pay as follows. 3 

Every Pound of refined Sugar 9d. Cwt. of {trained ci 
Muticovado Sugar 58. Pound of Lump or Powder'd Sugar 41 
half-penny, Molaſſes per Gallon 6d. Cotton per Pound 64, 
Giger per Cwrt. 52. | 


By an Ad paſſed in 1726 7, an additional Duty of 20: My 
per Pipe is laid on all Madeira Wine. 6d, 
| = coa 

NEVIS. fel, 

By an Act paſſed in 1675, an Impoſt of 4d. half-penny pe: 3 
Cent. is laid in Specie on all the Commodities of the Growth wa 
of the Iſland exported. L'erpetual. per 
By an Act paſſed in 1699, a Duty of one Pound of Pillol 5 
Powder per Ton is laid on every Vellel entering and itayiog of i 

8 Hours. And one Fuzil for every 100 Tons. | 
By another Act paſſed in i699, a Duty or Impoſt is dad is 
on every Gallon of Rum imported 28. Gallon ef Alo!alles che 
imported 4d. 

By an Act paſſed in 1717, the following Commodities al | 
the Produce of the French [flaids, imported into Nevis, or | let 
re-ſhipped or removed from one Ship to another in the Har: 8 
bours there, ſhall pay, po 

Every Cwt. of White Sugar 10s. Cwt. of Brown ditto 63, M. 
Every Gallon of Rum 6s. Gallon of Molaſſes is. the 

By an Act pailed in 1725, an Im poſt is laid on every Pipe Il 
of Madeira Wine imported 21. Of the Weſtern Uflands, 0: . 
mixt therewith 45. On every Ton of French, Rhenilh, Spa- art 
niſh, Italian, and Canary 81. If bottled, per Dozen 25 tal 
Every Ton of Beer, Ale, and Cyder in Caſk 2s. If bottled, Is 


per Dozen Quarts 1s. Ton of Rum 3s. 
This Act was to expire in 1728, but is ſuppoſed to hae 
been fince continued by ſubſequent Acts, becauſe it app 
by the Treaſurer's Account in 1735, that ſuch Duties we! 
then collected; but the Act for continuing the ſame has not 
been tranſmitted to the Board of Trade. 


MONTSERRAT. 
By an AQ. paſſed in 1668, an Impoſt of 4d, half per 
| P 
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ver Cent. is laid in Specie on the Commodities of the Growth 
of this 11nd exported. Perpetual. 

By an Act paſſed in 1734, upon every Pipe of Wine im- 


ported, 28. Every Ton of Beer, 2s. Every twelve Bottles of 


Beer, 15. Barrel of Cyder, 28 6d. 
| CL AMALE A. 

By an Act paſſed in 1728. Perpetual. 

The following Duties or Impoils are laid on every Ton 
of Spaniſh, or Madeira Wine, 6. Ton of the Weſtern I:nds 
or Azores, or mixt therewith, 12!, Ton of French, Rheniſn, 
or Portugal, 51. Every Gallon of Brandy, Arrack or other 


W Spirits, 15. 6d. Every Ton of Boer, Ale, or Cyder, 2!. Ton 
of Mum or Metheglin, 31. Cwt. of Ginger, 15s Cet. of 


Muſcevado, or Pannee! Sugar, 38. Pound of refined Sugar, 
6d, Of Tobacco, 4d. Oi Indico, 3d. Cotton 3d. Ci. Of Co- 


coa in Veſſels belonging to the Iſland, 155. In any other Veſ- 


ſel, II. | 

All Veſſels entering inwards from any Place to the North. 
ward of the Tropic of Cancer, one Pound of Gun-powd 
per Ton each Voyage. 

All Veſlels trading only to the Southward of the Tropic 
of Cancer, one Pound of Gun-powder per Pon per Annum. 

By temporary Acts pailed in 1734, and 1735, an Impoſt 
is laid on every Slave imported, of 11. payavie to the Pur- 
chaſer. 


5 


2 
az 


BAHAMAS. 

By an Act paſſed in 1734, the following Duties are col- 
lected. 3 

Every Negro imported directly from Africa, 6s. If im- 
ported from any Colony in America, having refided there fix 
Months and upwards, 21. If not refided there tix Months, 
then but 6s Every Hip of Wine of the Madeira or Weſtern 
Iſlands, Id., Beer; ind Cyder, per Barrel, 1s, Gd. 

All Ships and Veſſels not built in chte Iſlands, that ſhall 


arrwe there, or depart from thence, and thall put on Shore, or 


take on board Goods which thall pay per Ton each Voyags 

Is. 6d, 
Duties on Goods exported, | 

On every Buſhel of Salt, 1d. Every Foot of one Inch 

Plank, s. Od. A! Plank thicker or thinner to pay in Proper, 
tion, Every 100 leet of Timber, 65. Tortoiſe, 9d. 


g BERMUDA. 
By an Act paſſed in 1600 er 109, and two additional 


as to it, pailed in 1703 and 1723, every Veſle belonging to 


the Illand under 40 Tons, ſh'1 pay eaca Voyage 28. 1 above 
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DL xxxIv | 
40 Tons, 45. Veſlels belonging to Strangers to pay each 
Voyage per Ton, 25. 

By an Act paſted in 698, an Impoſt is laid on all Liquor; 
im ported by Strangers not Inhabitants there, viz. For a Hog. 
ſhead of Rum or Spirits, not exceeding 80 Gallons, 1/, 1, 
And all other Caſks in Proportion. For every Sort of Wine, 
Cyder, Beer, Ale or Mum, imported by a Stranger, viz, | 
every Pipe of Wine, 31, other Caſks or Bottles in Proportion, 
Beer, Ale, Cyder and Mum, per Hogſhead, 6s. other Caſk 
or Bottles in Proportion. 


* 
8 


© vince 


„ 


N. B. The following Liſt of Duties is computed in Carolin 
Money, which is about 700 per Cent. worſe than Sterling, 


SOUTH-CAROLINgG! © 

By an AQ paſted in 1722-3, and continued by another pa. 
ſed in 1731, the following Duties of Impoſt are raiſe : On 
Ml! every Pipe of Madeira Wine, 6/, Fyal! Wine, 10/7. On every 
if Gallon of Vinegar, 2d. Rum, 44. Barrel of Beef, 10. df 

| | Cyder from Northern Colonies, 10s, Gallon of Molaſſes, 3. 
1 of Lime Juice, 64. Quart Bottle of Brandy or Roſa Solis, bs, 
il Gallon ditto, in Caſk, 2s. Cwt. of Brown Sugar, 2. 6d, 
White Sugar, 55. Pound of refined Sugar 34 Cwt. of Coca, 
155, Pound of Chocolate, 1s. every Cwt. of Tobacco, 15;, 
of Butter, 10s. Cheeſe, 5s. Car dles, 10s. Tallow, 75. bu. 
Salt Fiſh, 55. Barrel of Herrings, Mackrel, or other pickle 
Fiſh, 10s. Train Oil, 7s. 64. Blubber, 55. Pork, 1/. 10% 
Cranberries, 10s, Cwt. of Beef, 105. of brown Biſcuit, 15. 34 
of white ditto, 25. 64. middling Biſcuit, 25. half Barrel of 
Flour, 25. 64, Cwt. of Hams and Bacon, 1/7. Soap, 

On Timber, Plank, Boards, Staves, Shingles, or any oth! 
Lumber from other Plantations, 204. per Cent. 

All other Wooden Ware, 5. per Cent. 

On every 1000 of Bricks from other Plantations, 2:. 64 
Horſe and Mare under 15 Hands high, 10/. On all Negi® 
Slaves directly from Africa or any other Place, except Spanil 
Negroes, if above 10 Years of Age, 10/. All Negroes und! 
10 Years of Ape, (Sucklings excepted) 5/. On all Indians 
imported 30 Deer Skins, per Skin 64 On every Barre! of 
Pitch and Tar, 1/. Cwt, of ſcraped Ginger, 10s. of ſcalded 
1 Ginger, 2s. 64. Kegg of pickled Sturgeon, 25. 64. of ditto 
| Salmon, 25. 64. Pound of Preſerves, Sweetmeats and Sic. 
111/18 cads, 3d. of Sperma-ceti, 2s. 6d. Gallon of ditto Oil, 2 bi 
q | Cwt. of Bees. Wax, 75. 64. Buſhel of Peas and Indian Conn 
"Wi of Mic! elmas 1733, 1s. Pound of Indico, 1s. Barrel a 
1 Onions, 10s. of Apples or Pears, 2s. 64. Pound Wt e 
W halebone, 1s, of Beaver, 64. Dozen of Otter, Fox, * 
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© or Racoon Skins, 1s. Cwt. of Piemento 55, Ton of Log- 


wood, 105. 3 
All European Goods one per Cent on their prime Coſt 


each 


; . 
A 
"2 


aqua from Europe, rating the Difference of Exchange at 400 per 
Hog. Cent. in the Current Money of Carolina. 

Ji, Goods fold or moved from one Ship to another in the Pro. 
Wine, WF vince, to pay the ſame Duties as if landed, and be entitled 
r. vv, to the ſame Drawbacks. 

ortion, WE PD.uties to be paid on Goods exported. 


Ces On every Pound of tann'd Leather, 24. Tann'd Calf or 
Deer Skin, 15. Raw Hide, 5s. On every Indian-dreſt Deer- 


skin, a Pound and upwards, 64. under a Pound, gd. Raw 


arolin E Deer Skin, 64. | 
erling, WE Goods imported, 


on every Negro above 10 Years old from America, 504 
under 10 Years old, 5/. except new Negroes who had not 


ger pal 3 been ſix Months on Shore in America. On every Spaniſh 
J: On BE Negro, Indian, Muſtce or Mullatto, per Head, 1 5o/. 

n is = All Goods re-exported in 6 Months imported, ſhall be al- 
10s, ff 


= lowed a Drawback of three fourth Parts of the Duty paid on 
ſes, 3%. WE Importation. | 
olis, % by an Act paſſed in 1734, the further additional Duties 
25, bi, are raiſed in the Nature of Port Duties for fortifying Charles 


3 


9 
n 


Cocoa, 3 Town. | 

:0, % On every Pipe of Madeira Wine, 4/. Gallon of Rum, 54. 
75. bs ef Molaſſes, 24. Barrel of Flour, 25. 64. Cwt. of Muſcova- 
yo: do Sugar, 25. 64. Clayed Sugar, 5s. | 

11. 105. 3 

„ 15.3. GEORGIA. 

ors ot There has hitherto been no A& paſſed for laying Duties of 


| [mportation or Exportation in this Province. 


 NORTH-CAROLINA. 
There are no Laws of this Province in the Plantation- 


25. bd, Oct = 2 . * 
Ne Bi ce, lay ing Duties of Importation or Exportation. 
oo VIRGINIA. 
es under 


By an Act paſſed in 1680, lays an Impoſt on all Tobacco 
| Exported, Perpetual. _ | 
On every Hogſhead, 25. Sterling. 5 
The ſame for every 500 lb. wt. ex ported, in Bulk, and pro 
portionable for a greater or leſſer Quantity. jeans 


1 Indians 
Barrel of 
F ſcalded 
. of ditto 


and Lays alſo a Tonage Duty, | 
. Of 1 half Ib. of Gunpowder, and 3 lb. of Shot per Ton, 
Jian < or 15. 34. And 64. per Poll for every Perſon imported, ex- 
my of cept Mariners, X __ | — eed | 
— Cat, h 2 a By 


03 


[ xxxvi } 


By an AQ paſted in 1705, an Impoſti is laid on the folloy, 
ing Goods exported {or the Uie of the College erected in 
that Colony, Viz, 

On every raw Hide exported, 34. tanned ditto, 64. In 
Fuck Skin, 14 halfpenay nfdy-@t ditto, 14, drei Doe 8 


oy 


1. halfpenny. Undreſt ditto + qr*.P9 und of Bever, 34 ; 1 


Skin, 24 Wild Cat Ain, oF, hs a pe. ny, Mink km, 14 Or 
Fox, 1d: hal fpenny, 12 Racoon Skins, 3d. 12 Muſk Rat, 24 every 
every Elk Skin, 4d. h. fpenny. a5, 
An Act paſſed in 1726, hs a Duty on n Liquors | imported, 110.1 
Part expired; but by that Part of it iti} in Force, W of a. 
Every Gallon of Rum, Brandy, and. other Citt!'ed Spiris made 
imported, and every Gallon of Wine, pays until the Fear 1737, IM B) 
14. Sterling. | of ev 
By an Act paſſed in 1732, every Gallon of Rum, Brandy, BY 
and other di uy led Spirits, and every Gallon of W ine, thal Ton 
Pay 34d. Sterling, except fuck Liguors as are imported dl 
re Cy from Great B ain. | | 
BE. 
3 JN E Year 
By an AQ paſſe Jin 1704, 4 4 of 25. per Flogth: 200 1 thet 
laid cn all Tobacco exported, half to the Proprietor. and vr 
5 to ite Governor. | of R 
By an Act puke Jin 1704, a! Periost not being L- hab. from 
tants in the Province, and exporting Beef, Pork, or Favor, Ind: 
fal! B for dried Beef and 5 per Cwt. Is. undried Indi 
Pork 2800 beet 1 Per barrel, 14. Þ 
By an Act ple in 1704. 1 Duty of 34. per Ton is laid | of 8. 
upon the Ton: ge 0 all s Shi ps en tering that P;ovir ce, except 5 
ſuch as, bang fade. were built in, or belong to the Pecpe of per 
that Provine b. cept 
By an Act p.ffed in 1715, 2 Duty! 18 laid on the followirg | hab! 
{300d de Vi7, coat 
On every Gallen cf Rum, Spirits, Wine ard B „anch 1 im- | ſhirt 
ported by Land, gd. by Water, 3d. every Iriſh. Serv ant im- 1 
ported, 1s. Negro; 15. Sterling. Cal 
The Government of this Province i is IN a Propric 0 , who Len 
is not obliged y his Charter to tranimit to the Crown wen rel, 
Laws as are Þ2 lied there, for Approbation or Difallowance, | 
but the Proprietor being a Roman Catholic in 1689, bug of ( 
William and Queen Mary took the Province under their Po- Ty 
tection, and ppointed a Governor, and Queen Anne did the Por 
ſame; and during thit Time the Laws of the Province Wert 
tranſmitted for Approbation, amongſt which the foregoing | 
are found. 
PENSILY ANI 4. - 
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I this Province tranſmitted to the Plantation-Office, laying 


bo 
% 
WH 


Duties of Importation or Exportation. 


NE ZFERSET: 

By an Act paſſed in 2725, a Duty is laid on the follow. 
ing Goods exported, | 

On every Buſhel of Wheat or Wheat- Meal unbolted, 15. 
erery 1000 Staves of 35 Inches long, or under, 155. it above 


nnn reed , 
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33 and under 46. Inches long, 14. above 45 and under 56, 


I 10s. 56 Inches long and upwards, 21 1000 of heading 
of 2ny Sort, 1/. 10s. Bolt that Staves or Heading can be 
made of, 9d. ; : 

EE By an Act paſſed in 1730, lays a Duty on the Importation 
ef every Perſon convicted of Murder, Felony, &c. 5, 

= By an Act paſſed in 1733, a Duty of 40 Shillings per 
Ton is laid on all Copper exported to any other Plantation. 


. 


WWW 
W 
ä 2 A; 
> 3 * * 73 e 32 
n x ES EE Os RO Lora 


NEW-YORK. | 
A Duty is laid on the Tmportation, on every Slave four 
| Years old and npwards, directiy from Africa, 24. from all o- 
| ther Places, 4/, Pipe of Wine, 21. 5s. G:llon of Rum, Bran- 
| cy, or other diſtill'd Liquors or Shrub, 24. halfpenny. Gallon 
of Rum or Spirits diſtilled in the Province, wholly or in Part 
tom Molaſſes, 24. haifpenny, 100. Value of European or 
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Indies, 57. Cwt. of Cocoa, 45. | 

by an Act paſſed in 1732, a Duty is laid on every Piece 
| of Strouds {old at Oſwego, 10s. on every Gallon of Rum, 1s. 
By an Act paſſed in 1734, a Duty of 35s. current Money 
per Ton, is laid on all Veſſels entering in, or clearing out, ex- 
| cept Veſſels built in the Colony, or wholly owned by the In- 


| coaſting Veſſels between Cape Henlopen and New Hamp- 
| ſhire incluſive, and Whaling Veſſels. 

By another Act paſſed in 1734, a Duty is laid on empty 
Caſes imported. On every em pty Hogſhead, 15. 6d. Light 
Tevice, 15. Barrel or ſmaller Caſk, 94. Flour or Bread Bar- 
el, 15 Flour or Bread half. Barrel, 7d. halfpenny. 

By an Act paſſed in 1734, a Duty is laid on every Barrel 
ef Cyder imported, 1s. on every Barrel of Pork, 3s. on eve- 
h Barrel of Beef, 26. with an Exemption in Favour of Cyder, 
Pork, and Beef, from New York. | 


| MASSACHUSETS. 
By an Act paſſed in 1734, the following Duties were laid 
on Goods and Merchandizes imported, and on the Tonnage 
ot Shipping, viz, On every Pipe of Wine from the Weſtern 
Iſlands, 


| 1:d'2n Goods imported from the Britiſh Iflands in the Weſt-⸗ 


| habitants thereof, or the Inhabitants of Great Britain; and 


— ̃ , , Ren” 


— 


= —— — 
— — ———————  —— — , ],], KS _—_— _ — 


— 


[ oorvin ] 
Iflands, 11. 10s. the Canaries, 2/, 5s, Madeira, 1“. 155. and 
all other Sorts, 1. 155. Hogſhead of Rum, 1. tos. Sugar, 
25. Molaſſes, 15. Tobacco, 14. 1536. Ton of Logwood, 3. 
on all other Goode, 3d. on every 20s, Value; all Goods in; 
ported from Great Britain expected. OE 
All Molaſſes and Rum belonging to Foreigners ſhall pay, 
for every Hogſhead of Molaſſes, 5s. of Rum, 6/. All ſuch 
Liquors or Goods im ported from any other Place than of their 
Growth, ſhall pay double. | 
Every Veſſel coming to Trade in this Province, (except 
Ships allowed in the Province, or belonging to Great Britain, 
or to Penſylvania, New Jerſey, New York, Connefticut, 
Rhode-Iſland, or New Hampſhire,) ſhall pay each Voyage 
55. per Ton, or one Pound of good new Piſtol Powder for 
every Ton Burthen, (laving for that Part owned in Great 
Britain or this Province, or the aforeſaid Governments) which 
are exempted. | 


. NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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By an Act paſſed in 1702, a Duty is laid on the Tonage 
of all Shipping, viz. one Pourd of good new Gun- poder in 
Specie, for each Ton ſuch Veſſel contains. 


NOFA-SCOTI4: 


A new Government not ſufficiently ſettled to eſlab!iſ}; an 
Aſſembly, and therefore cannot make Laws or raife Taxes, 


NEWFOUNDLAND. 
Not allowed to make Laws, nor ſeveral other Privileges 


if; 
| enjoy'd by other Plantations, 


| 


Votes on the On the 11th, the Houſe, according to Order, reſolved ite 
Supply. again into a Committee, to conſider of the Supply granted to 
his Majeſty, and came to the following Reſolutions : 
1. That a Sum not exceeding 217, 2691. 45. 10d. ſhould 
be granted to his Majeſty for the Ordinary of the Navy, (in- 
cluding Half-pay to Sea Officers) for the Year 1736. 
11008 2. That a Sum not exceeding 10,0007. ſhould be granted 
| Ve to his Majetty upon Account, towards the Su pport of the Royal 
Hoſpital of Greenwich, for the better Maintenance of ile 
Seamen of the {aid Hoſpital, worn out and become decrepid 
in the Service of their Country. 
3. That a Sum not exceedivg 24,5187. 10s. ſhould be 
granted to his Majeſty upon Account, for Out-Penſioners of 
Chelſea Hoſpital, for the Year 1736, which Reſolutions wele 
next Day agreed to by the Houle, — 
Southwark The Houſe, having on the foth, begun to hear the Matter 
Election. of the Petition of Richard Sheppard, Eſq; complaining of 1 
| | POTN 


and 
gar, 
, 355 
I une 


Pay, 
ſuch 
their 


XCept 
tain, 
ticut, 
Wage 
er for 
Ireat 


vhich 


nage 
der in 


1k an 
ces. 


lleges 


J itbeit 
ted to 


ſhould 
y,( in- 


ranted 
Royal 
of the 
ccrepid 


uld be 


ners of 
5 were 


Matter 


of an 
ona 


[ XXIix | 
undue Election and Return for the Borough of Southwark, 
: the County of Surry, in - purſuance of the Order of 
the Houſe, and having proceeded in the ſaid Hearing on 
the Thurſday following, the Petitioner, after he had examined 
all his Witneſſes in Support of his Petition, was adviſed to 
dive up the Affair; whereupon Mr. Heathcote, the then ſit- 
W ting Member, was prevailed on not to give the Houſe the 
E Trouble of examining any Witneſſes in Support of his Right, 
or to puſh the Affair any further; ſo that on the Tueſday af- 
ee, being the 17th, the Houte reſolved, zem. con. that George 
E Heathcote, Eſq; was duly elected a Burgeſs to ſerve in this 
preſent Parliament for the Porough of Southwark, in th 
County of Surry. | | 
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tain called England; and for granting to his Viajelty certain 
Duties upon Malt, Mum, Cyder and Perry, in that Part of 
Great Britain called Scotland, for the Service of the Year 
1736. 


of Members to ſerve for the Commons in Parliament, in that 
= Part of Great B. itain called England, containing ſome Re- 
E gulations for preventing Diſputes abou. Elections, eſpecially 
E vith reſpe& to Counties. This Bill was then received, read 
= 2 firſt time, and ordered to be printed : On the Thurſday 
following it was read a ſecond time, and ordered to be com- 
= mitted : On Wedneſday the 24th of March, the Houſe reſolv- 
| ed itſelf into a Committee on the ſaid Bill, and mide ſome 
| Progreſs; but as it is very difficult to frame a Bill of that 
| Nature, ſo as to prevent any danger of Grievances ariſing 
& from it, ſome Difficulties were ſtarted in the Committee, which 
| occaſioned the poltponing of the Bill to another Sefi:on. 


| granted to his Majeſty; and came to the following Reſolu— 
tions, viz. 25 | 
I. Thatthe Sum of 5 6, 25 01. ſhou'd be granted to his Ma- 
jeſty on Account of the Subſidy payable to the King of Den- 
mark, purſuant to the Treaty bearing Date the 29th Day of 
September, 1734, for the Service ot the Year 1736. 

2. That a Sum not exceeding 46, 780. 18s, ſhould be 
granted to his Majeſty, upon Account for reduced Officers of 
tis Majeſty's Land Forces and Marines, for the Year 1736. 

3. That a Sum not exceeding 3828 ſhould be granted to 
bis Majeſty, for paying of Penſions to the Widows of ſuch 
| . reduced 


On the 19th, his Majeſty came to the Houſ- of Peers, and Royal Aſſent 
gave the Royal Aſſent ro the Act for continuing the Duties 8 7 teve- 


on Malt, Mum, Cyder and Perry, in that Part of Great Bri- ral Acts. 


The 2oth, Sir John Ruſhout preſented to that Houſe (ac- B II for regu- 
cording to Order) a Bill for the farther regulating Elections 1-8 g=ketiuns 


On the 25th of February, (See page 148) the Houſe refolv- Votes on the 
| & itſelf into a Committee, to conſider further of the Supply Supply. 
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[x1 ] 
reduced Officers of his Majeſty's Land Forces and Marines 
as died upon the Eſtabliſhment of Half-pay in Great Britain 
(and who were married to them betore the 25th Day of De. 
cember, 1716) for the Vear 1736. 

4. That a Sum not exceeding 21,0961. 9s. 84. ſhould he 


8 to his Majeſty, to make good the Deficiencies of the | 


rants for the Service of the Year 1735. | 
Which Reſolutions were next Day reported, and are 
to by the Houſe. 
The ſame Day it was ordered that the proper Officer hou! 
lay before the Houſe an Account of the ſeveral Sorts and 
Quantities of Corn, which had been exported from Chriſtmas 
1734, to Chriſtmas, 1736; as alſo from what Places and 
Ports, and in what Quantities they had been exported, tog 
ther with an Account of the Bounty that had been paid 
thereon. „ 
This Account was preſented on Monday the 8th of March, 
and was as follows, viz. 
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An Account of the ſeveral Sorts and Quantities © 


f the Bounty 


Quantities they have been exporte 
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[ xliii 
= Feb. 27th, (Sec page 140) That towards raiſing the Two Shillings 


Supply granted to his Majeſty, the Sum of two Shillings in 1 


ce Pound, and no more, ſhouid be raiſed in the Year 1736, ted. 
_ ppon Lands, Tenements, Hereditaments, Penſions, Offices, 
| 2 Wed perſonal Eſtates, in that Part of Great Britain called 
f WE gland, in Wales, and in the Town of Berwick upon 


WT weed; and that a proportional Claſs (according to the 
inth Article of the Treaty of Union) ihould be laid upon 
What Part of Great Britain called Scotland. 
And then a Bill or Bills were ordered to be brought in pur- 
Wuant to the ſaid Reſolutions. | 
On the 5th of March, his Honour the Maſter of the Rolls, Mortmain Bill 
Wnoved tor Leave to bring in a Bill to reſtrain the Diſpoſition broug t in by 
Lands, whereby the ſame become unalienable ; which Su e Ph Je- 
as accordingly granted, and the Mafter of the Rolls, Mr. 82 
rd, Mr. Glanvilie, and Mr. Plumer, were ordered to pre- 
Ware and bring in the ſame. This Bill was preſented to the 
Houſe by the Maſter of the Rolls, on the 10th of the ſame 
Wonth, and being received, was then read a firſt Time, and 
rdered to be read a ſecopd Time. Next Day the Houſe 
prdered the ſaid Bill to be printed, and it was read a ſecond 
Time on the 18th, and committed to a Committee of the 
yhole Houle. 2 
From the 17th of this Month to the 6th of the next, Peti- 
tions againſt the Quakers Tythe Bill (See page 152 and 174) 
vere received from half the Clergy of the Kingdom. 
| The ſecond reading of the ſaid Bill having been put off Proceedings 
Wo Monday the 12th of April, after reading the Order of the on theQuaxere 
Day for that Purpoſe, the Counſel for and againſt the Bill Tythe-BUL 
vere called in, and the Bill being then read a ſecond Time, 
and the ſeveral Petitions above-mentioned being alſo read, 
the Counſel for the Petitioners of the Province of Canter- 
bury were heard, in Anſwer to whom the Counſe] for the Bill 
were heard; and then the Counſel for the Petitioners of the 
Fropince of York were heard by way of Reply: After 
zich the Counſel being withdrawn, Mr. Speaker opened 
the Bill to the Houſe ; and then a Motion being made, that 
be 14th Section of an AQ made in the 22d and 23d Years of 
the Reign of King Charles II. intitled, An ad for the better 
dettlement of the Maintenance of Parſons, Vicars and Cu- 
ates in the Pariſhes of the City of London, burnt by the 
ireadful Fire there, might be read; the ſame was read ac- 
rdingly, | 
lhe Reaſon, as may be ſuppoſed, for reading this Section 
52, becauſe by a Clauſe in the Bill, even as it then 
oad, it was propoſed to be enacted thus, That if the An- 
al Value of ſuch Tythes, Oblations. and other eccleſiaſtical 
i 2 Dues, 


— 


[ liv ] 


Dues, Rights, Payments, or Church Rates before-mentioned, An 
doth not, nor ſhall not exceed the Sum of in ſuch Caſe, better 
no Quaker or Quaker. thall be ſued or proſecuted, for, or on An 
Account of the ſame, in any other Manner, than as before Reig! 
directed, or in any other Court; neither ſhall any ſuch Witc| 
Tyths, Ob'at.ons, or other ecclefialtical Dues, Rights, Pay. ſo mi 
ments, or Church Rates, not excet ing the ſaid yearly Value Reig 
of be recoverable ag:inſt Quikers in any other Court ment 
whatſoever, nor in any qther Manner, than as by this AR i; Parli 
directed, unleſs the Title ot ſuch ythes be in Queltion, Mary 
Th's Clauſe, in all the Petitions preſented by the Clergy a. Peric 
gainſt the Bill, was called, An excluding them from the he. Sorce 
nefi of the Laws then in being for the recover» ot Tythes Al 
2:d otner Dues, and thereby pu: ing the Clergy of the eſta read 
bl. Pe + Church upon a worſe Foot than the reſt of his Ma. direc 
jens, Sudjects; therefore the ſaid Section was read, in order form 
to that the aſſigning of a proper Method for the recovery of K 
of Kighe, ao excluding the Perſons intitled, from any for a 
otne: Kemedy, was not a putting of ſuch Perſons upon a A 
warte Foot than tae rf of his Majeſty's Subjects, nor was it Reig 
withcut Precedeut; for by the aforeſaid AR ot King Charles to pi 
II. all Suits for the recovering of Church Rates or Af f. of th 
ments, with.in the City of London, are to be brought before by 1 
the Lord Mayor, or, upon his Neglect to execute the Powers ſtain 
there dy granted, before the Lord Chancellor, or Kceper of ture, 
of he Grear Seal, or two Barons of the Excheque: ; and, (exc: 
by the ſaid Scction, it is en+Red, That no Court or Judge of [ 
ſhall hold Plea of Money due by virtue of that AR, ochet Brite 
tian the Perſons thereby authorized; and yet the Clergy of A 
London never had complained, nor could complain,thai tity U 
were excluved from the Benefit of the Laws of their Count! ters 
or that they were put upon a worle Foot than the rett 0: hö ſents 
Majeſty's Subjects. | he: ſity, 
Af. er reading the aforeſaid Section, a Motion was mace dow 
for committing the Bill, upon which there enſued a long Knc 
Debate, and upon putting the Queſtion, for committing the tue 
Bill, u was, upon a Diviſion, carried in the Affirmative d End 
221 to 84, and ordered accordingly ; after which it wWas le- lent 
ſolved, that the Bill ſhould be committed to a Committee Ser 
| of the whole Houſe. Imp 
Royal Aſſent On the 24ti Day of March, his Majeſty came to the Houle ct t 
blen IO lever of Peers, and gave the Royal Aſſent to the five following uon 
Pal Bills. bli Bil 3 . - | | Sta 
1 public Bills, viz. a 
An AQ for granting an Aid to his Majeſty by a Land-Tax and 
to be raiſed in Great Britain, for the Service of the VE! wor 
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An Act for puniſhing Mutiny and Deſertion, and for the 
better Payment of the Army and tiieir Quarters. 

An Act to repeal the Statute made in the firſt Year of the 
Reign of King James I. intitled, An AQ againſt Conjuration, 
Witchcraft, and dealing with evil and wicked Spirits, except 
ſo much thereof as repeals an Act of the fifth Year of the 
Reign of Queen Elizabeth, againſt Conjurations, Enchant- 
ments, and Witchcrafts ; and to repeal an Act paſſed in tne 
Parliament of Scotland, in the ninth Parliament.of Queen 
Mary, intitled, Anentis Witchcrafts ; and for puniſhing iuch 
Perſons as pretend to exerciſe or uſe any kind of Witchcraft, 
Sorcery, Enchantment, or Conjuration. 

An AR to indemnify Perſons, who have omitted to 
read the Prayers, and make and ſubſcribe the Declarations, 


directed to be read, made, and ſubſcribed, by the Act of Uni- 


formity of the thirteenth and fourteenth Year of the Reign 


of King Charles II. within the Time limited by Law; and 


| « for allowing further Time for doing thereof. 


An Act to amend an Act paſſed in the ſeventh Year of the 


Reign of his late Majeſty King George I. entitled, An Act 


to preſerve and encourage the Woollen and Silk Manufactures 


of this Kingdom, and for more effectual employing the Poor, 
by prohibiting the Uſe and Wear of all printed, painted, 
ſtained, or dy'd Callicoes in Apparel, Houſhoid-Stuff, Furni- 
ture, or otherwiſe, after the 25th Day of December, 1732, 
(except as is therein excepted) ſo far as relates to Goods made 


of Linnen, Yarn, and Cotton-Wooll, manutactur'd in Great 


Britain. 
And to ſeven Private Bills. | | 


On the 25th of March, a Petition of the Chancellor, Maſ Cambridge and 


ters and Scholars of the Univerſity of Cambridge, was pre- 
ſented to the Houſe and read, letting forth, That the Univer- 
lity, and the ſeveral Colleges therein, were founded and en- 
dowed for the maintaining it Perſons in the Study of uſeful 


Oxford Petiti- 
on againſt the 
Mortmain Bill. 


Knowledge, and the bringing up Youth in Learning, Vir- 


tue and Religion; and that they had hitherto purſued thoſe 
Ends with great Induſtry and Succeſs ; and that many excel- 
lent Books had been written by the Members thereof for the 
Service of Religion, and many uſeful Diſcoveries and great 
Improvements made in Arts and Sciences ; and that many 
ct the Nobility and Gentry, had by their Academical Educa- 
tion, been ſo well fitted for the Service of the Church and 


State, as to have proved the Ornaments and Supports of both; 


and that the Univerſity had at all Times before been thought 


Worthy of the Countenance of the Legiſlature, and continu. 


ally favoured by Perſons of all Orders and Degrees, eminent 
for Wiſdom and public Spirit ; and that, if the Bill to re- 


ſtrain 


—— 


— — ———— r — — — 


1 

ſtrain Alienations of Lands ſhould paſs into a Law Without 
Amendment, it would, as the Petitioners apprehend, be at. 
tended with Conſequences greatly prejudical to them at that 
Time, and much more ſo in Time to come, becauſe it would, 
in a great Meaſure, prevent all Donations to ſupply preſent 
or future Deficiencies, or for any other wiſe and great Pur. 
poſes, how uſeful and neceſſary ſoever they might be thought; 
and that a conſiderable Part of their Revenue aroſe from An. 
nuities and other eertain Payments iſſuing out of Lands and 
other Eſtates; and that many of thoſe Payments having been 
fixed in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, and ſtill continuing 
invariably the ſame, were then, by the great Fall of Mone 

fince that Time, funk ſo far below their original Value, as 
to be in{ufficient to anſwer the Purpoſes, for which they are 
deſigned ; and that ſeveral Headſhips were under 120, ſome 


under 100/. per Ann. and that the Salaries of ſome Proteſſor- 
ſhips were under 50/ per Ann. and others, as thoſe of Botany, 


Anatomy, and Chriſtianity, had no Endowment at all ; and 
that the Income of much the greateſt Part of their Fellow- 
ſhips was under ſixty, of many under forty, of ſome ſo low as 
thirty, and twenty, and fifteen Pounds per Ann. and that 
many of their Scholarſhips and Exhibitions amounted not to 
above fix, four, and three Pounds per Ann. and that ſome 
were even under thoſe ſmall Sums; and that many poor 
Students had neither Scholarſhip nor Exhibition to help to- 


_ wards their Maintenance; and that the Number of Advow- 


ſons in moſt Colleges was very ſmall in Proportion to the 
Number of Fellows; and therefore praying the Houle to ex 
cept that Univerſity, and the ſeveral Colleges therein, out of 
the ſaid Bill. Which Petition was ordered to be referred to 
the Committee of the whole Houſe, to whom the {ſaid Bil 
was committed. : Pg | | 


* 


Next Day a Petition of the Chancellor, Maſters and Scho- 


lars of the Univerfity of Oxford, in behalf of themſelves and 


the ſeveral Colleges and Halls within the ſaid Univerſity, 


was preſented to the Houſe, and read ; ſetting forth, That 
the Petitioners apprehended, that by the Bill then depending 


before the Houſe, to reſtrain the Diſpoſitions of Lands, where- 


by the ſame become unalienable, and theirSueceſſors might be 
deprived of the. Aſſiſtance of future Benefactions, and the 
charitable Donations of ſuch, as might be diſpoſed to pro- 
mote the pious Intentions, for which that ancient Univerhiy 
was founded ; and that the Petitioners were by their Con- 
ſtitution entirely founded in Charity, and muſt ever continue 


to depend upon it; and that notwithſtanding the large Bene. 


factions with which they had been formerly endowed, jet 


many of the Societies were ſo meanly provided for, that the 
5 pious 
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jous Deſigns of their Founders muſt remain imperfect, with- 


ny out future Benefactions, which had been found by long Ex- 
at perience tO riſe by ſuch ſlow Degrees, that the Petitioners 
4, boped, that, when their Caſe was duly conſidered, they would 
nt not be thought to be within any of the general Miſchiefs 
r. that might ariſe from Alienations in Mortmain ; and that, 
t: WE their preſent Poſſeſſions were inconſiderable in reſpe of 
U. the great Number of Perſons that were maintained out of 
nd them, and that as the Donations they then enjoyed, as well 
en as thoſe they might afterwards receive, mult be ſolely appro- 
ng priated to the Advancement of Religion and Learning; for 
ey theſe Reaſons they hoped, that no Difficulties or Diſcourage- 
28 ments would be put in the Way of thoſe, whoſe pious and 
are charitable Intentions might diſpoſe them to give their Aſſiſt- 
me ance towards rendering the Univerſity in general, as well as 
or- the ſeveral Societies of it, more inſtrumental in promoting 
ny, thoſe great and neceſſary Ends; and that the Petitioners there- 
and fore hoped, they ſhould be exempted from the Reſtraints 
W. mentioned in the Bill; or that they ſhould meet with ſuch 
726 Relief from that Houſe, as to the Houſe ſhould ſeem meet. 
hat Which Petition was likewiſe referred to the Committee. 

+ to On the 26th, the Houſe of Commons reſolv'd itſelf into a 
me Committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider further of the 
or Supply granted to his Majeſty, and came to the following 
to- Relojutions, which were reported and agreed to on the 29th, 
ow. Viz. en | 

the To grant to his Majeſty, 

ex- 1. Ihe Sum of 22, 944“. 145. for making good the Defi- 
of ciency of the general Fund, | 8 


2. The Sum of 24, 5 70l. 26. 74, to make good the Sink- 
ing Fund, the like Sum paid out of the ſame for Intereſt on 
the Million lent on Credit of the Salt Duties, for the Supplies 


cho- of the Year 1734, purſuant to a Clauſe in an Act of Parlia- 
"nd ment, paſs'd in the 7th Year of his Majeſty's Reign, 
ſay, 5. The Sum of 10,000/. towards the Maintenance of the 
Chat Br:tiſh Forts and Settlements belonging to the Royal African 
ding Company of England on the Coaſt of Africa. 
ere. 4. The Sum of 10 ooo. towards ſettling and ſecuring the 
vt be Colony of Georgia in America. | 
the 5- The Sum of 11,485“. 4s. 5d. to make Satisfaction to 
pro- Humphrey Bell, (the ſurviving Aſſignee of the Eſtate and 
rhity Effefts of William Ellins and Edmond Farrington, againit 
Con- 2 a Commiſſion of Bankruptcy iſſued) Suitor of the 
tinue ourt of Chancery in 1726, ſo much of his Debt and De- 
gene- mand from one of the Maſters of the ſaid Court, as then re- 
, yet mained unſatisfy'd. 
it the 5. The 


Votes on the 


omer Petiti- 6. The Sum of 30, 1671. towards the Buildings, Rebuild. 


| onsagainit fill. Ing, and Repairs of his Majeſty's Ships for the Year 1736, 


count whereof had been annually printed and publiſhed ; and 


Petitioners, praying, that that Corporation might be who'y 


_ diſpoſed Perſons, that the Petitioners had, for divers Year 


by, that that Corporation might enjoy the Benefits intended 


being made for referring this Petition to the Committee, it 


[ xIviit ] 


On the 31 of the ſame Month, a Petition of the Governor 


of the Charity for Relief of the poor Widows and Children 
of Clergymen, was preſented to the Houſe, and read; ſettin 
forth, That by Letters Patent of King Charles II. the bei. 
tioners were conſtituted a Corporation, for Relief of the Poor 
Widows and Children of Clergymen, and made capable in 
the Law, to take Lands, Tenements and Hereditaments, ng 
exceeding the yearly Value of 200c/, and alſo Goods, Chat. 
tels, and Things of what Nature and Quality ſoever, and tg 
alienate and diſpoſe of the ſame ; which Capacity was en. 
larged by his late Majeſty King George I. to 3000“ 
Year more, and that the Inſtitution of that Charity had been 
ſo well eſteemed, and ſapported by ſo many pious and wel. 


paſt, been able to make a Diſtribution of 51. a Year to above 
80 Widows of very poor Clergymen, and to put out many 
of their Children yearly to uſeful Trades, who otherwiſe 
muſt have been burthenſome to their reſpective Pariſhes, and 
their Children leſs uſeful to the Commonwealth, an Ac- 


that the Objects of that Charity were far more numerous, 
than the Petitioners could provide for, out of their certain 
annual Revenues, and caſual BenefaQtions, their certain annu- 
al Revenues nor exceeding 3000/7. a Year ; and therefore, 2 
that Charity was ſo well founded, and for ſo good Purpoſes, 
and that Corporation reſtrained from accepting Lands beyond 
5000. a Year, and thoſe alienable in the Diſcretion of the 


excepted out of the Bill then depending in that Houſe, fer 
reſtraining the Diſpoſitions of Lands, whereby the ſame be. 
came unalienable, or that ſuch Proviſion might be made thert- 


them by the ſaid Royal Grants, and that the ſame might be 
preſerved to them, to the full Extent thereof. No Motion 


was ordered to lie upon the Table. 

On the 2d of April, a Petition of the Governors of the 
Bounty of Queen Anne, for the Augmentation of the Maine. 
nance of the poor Clergy, was preſented to the Houſe and 
read; ſetting forth, That the ſaid. Governors were made 3 
Body corporate by her late Majeſty Queen Anne, in the 30 
Year of her Reign, in purſuance of an Act of Parliament, 
im powering her to ſettle upon them the Revenue of the irlt 
Fruits and Tenths, for the Augmentation of the Maintenance 
of the poor Clergy, and to make Rules and Orders for ” 
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regular Adminiftration of the ſame, by which Statute Licence 


was given to all and every Perſon or Perſons, by Deed en- 
rolled, in ſuch Manner, and within ſuch Time, as was di- 


reed by the Statute made in ths 27th Year of the Reign of 
W Henry VIII. for Enrollmect of Bargains and Sales, or by Laſt 
WS Will or Teſtament duly executed, to grant to the ſaid Cor- 
W poration and their Succeſſors, Lands, 'Fenements, Heredita- 
E ments, Goods and Chattcls, ſor the Purpoſe: mentioned in 
W the faid Act; which Corporation bad alſo thereby full Ca- 
W pacity to purchaſe, take, and eojoy any Money, Lands, Tene- 
W ments, Goods and Chattles, without any Licence or Writ 


ad quad dammum, the Statute of Mortmain, or any cther Sta- 


ute or Law to the contrary notwithſtanding; and that after- 
WW wards, in purſuance of the Powers granted by the ſaid Sta- 


tate, divers Rules and Orders were icttled and confirmed by 
her ſaid late Majeſty, under the Great Seal ; by ſome of which 
Rules and Orders, the Augmentations to be made were di- 


W rc&ed to be by way of Purchaſe, and not by way of Perſion; 


and the ſlated Sum to be ailow'd for the Augmentation of 

each Cure, was limited to 2004. to be inveſted in a Purchaſe, 

at the Expence of the Corporztion ; and the ſaid Governors 

were empowered to give the {aid Sum of 200/. to Cures not 

exceeding 35. per Ann. (which Sum was afterwards, by the 

Authority of King George |. extended to 50/4. per Ann.) 

where any Perſons would give the ſame or greater Value in 

Lands or Tithes ; and ſuch Governors were directed, every 

Year, between Chriſtmas and Faſter, to cauſe the Account 

of what Money they had to diſtribute that Year, to be audited, 

and when they knew the Sum, public Notice was directed 

to be given, that they had ſuch a Sum to diſtribute in ſo 

many Shares, and that they would be ready to apply thoſe 

Shares to ſuch Cures as wanted the ſame, and were by the 

Rules of the Corporation qualified to receive them, where 

any Perſon would add the like or greater Sum to it, or the 

Value in Lands or Tithes for any particular Care; and that 

the Petitioners apprehended, that by the Bill then depend- 

ing before the Houſe, to reſtrain the Diſpoſitions of Lands, 

whereby the ſame became unalienable, the Rights and Pow- 

ers velted in them by the ſaid Act, and by the Rules and Or- 
ders mzde in purſuance thereof, might be greatly affected, if 
ſome proper Proviſion ſhou'd not be made to prevent it; and 
therefore praying that a Clauſe or Clauſes might be added, 
whereby the ſaid Rights and Powers might be ſecured. 

After reading this Petition, a Motion was made and ſecond- 
ed, for orderir g it to be referred to the Conſideration of the 
Committee to whom the ſaid Bill was committed; and the 
ame being oppoſed, after a pretty long Debate, the Queſtion 

K ENT was 


111 
was put, and, upon a Diviſion carry'd in the Negative, by ouſe 
143 to 95 whereupon the Petition was order'd to lie upon ed the 
the Table. he late 

The ſame Day the Houſe, according to Order, reſolyd i. N rratio 
ſelf into a Committee of the Houſe upon the ſaid Bill, ad Meents, 
made ſome Progreſs, Mr. Gibbon being in the Chair; aft Noc. 
which, Mr. Speaker reſum'd the Chair, and Mr. Gibbon re. Mate or 
ported from the Committee, that they had made ſome Progrel ne Par 
in the Bill, and had directed him to move, that they migit WP ime 1 


have Leave to fit again; whereupon it was reſolved, that the etitior 
Houſe would, upon Monday then next, at Twelve o Clock, ain, cle 
reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to con: een of 
der further of the ſaid Bill. lation « 


On the ſaid Day, being Monday April 5, it was moved ten 
and. reſolved, that an humble Addreſs be preſented to his des, 
Majeſty, that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to give Direc hen, ar 

tions to the proper Officers to lay before that Houſe an Ac Me Peti 
count of what Licences had been granted by the Crown, and nd Col 
for what Values reſpectively, to any Perſon or Perſons, Be. aid Ho! 
dies Politic or Corporate, their Heirs or Succeſſors, to alen; , 2 
ate in Mortmain, and to purchaſe, take, and hold in Mor- s Be 
main, in Perpetuity, any Lands, Tenements, or Heredia ele of 
ments whatſoever, ſince the Act of the 7th Year of the Ren. take 
of King William III. entitled, An Act for the Encouragement ion, 
of charitable Gifts and Diſpoſitions, to that preſent Time. erefor, 
f After which, the Houſe, according to Order, reſol ved it(el{ Nat Hof 
into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider further 0 oration 
the ſaid Bill, when Mr. Gibbon being their Chairman 3: be- that | 
fore, the Clauſe for excepting out of the ſaid Bill the Uni hereby 
verſities of Oxford and Cambridge, and the Colleges of ta IBht b. 
ton, Wincheſter, and Weſtminſter, with a Proviſion relating be Graz 
to Advowſons, was preſented, and a Motion made for it been in 
ing receiv'd and made Part of the Bill, which occaſioned ſan i on th 
Debate; but upon the Queſtion being put, it was, upon Next 
Diviſion, carry'd in the Affirmative, by 227 to 130. ly Sch 
With reſpect to the Proviſo relating to Advowſons, MT Lough 
Amendment was propoſed for leaving it in the Power of ta?" ards 
ſeveral Colleges belonging to the two Univerſities, me Sche 
change ſmall Livings for larger, ſo as not to increale * ws 
Number of Advowſons, to which they were by the Act h e int 
reſtrained, which occaſioned a new Debate, and at laſt, uy {abliſhe 
putting the Queſtion, it was carried in the Negative. Tha if 
After which, the Committee having gone through che bie Diſps 
they reported the Amendments they had made to it, t I, ſhc 
the Houle ſhould pleaſe to receive the ſame; and on the 7. vent 
a Petition of the Grey - Coat Hoſpital in Tothill-Fieſds, 1 Sch 
the Royal Foundation of Queen Anne, was preſented 5 nen 


[li] 

ouſe and read, ſetting forth, That by Letters Patent, da- 
ed the 19th Day of April, inthe 5th Year of the Reign of 

he late Queen Anne, the Petitioners were conſtituted a Cor- 


„. ontion, and made capable in Law to take Lands, Tene- 
an ents, and Hereditaments, not exceeding the yearly Value of 
for oec. and alſo Goods, Chattles, and Things of what Na- 
on re. ire or Value ſoever, for the Benefit of ſuch poor Children of 
oprel he Pariſh of St. Margaret, Weliminſter, as from Time to 
igt Time ſhould be admitted into the ſaid Hoſpital; and that the 
at the etitioners had for ſeveral Years paſt, been enabled to main- 
Dock in, cloath, and teach a conſiderable Number of poor Chil- 


Iren of both Sexes; and had, from the Time of the firſt Foun- 


con. 1 a . 
lation of the ſaid Hoſpital, placed out above 500 Children 


nord \pprentices, ſome to the Sea-Service, and others to uleful 
| to hit [rades, Huſbandry and Houſewifery ; and that the Children 
Direc ben, and many Years paſt, were many more in Number than 
an dee Petitioners could provide for by the yearly Subſcriptions 
yn, and nd Collection joined to the certain annual Revenues of the 
ns, Bo id Hoſpital, which together at that Time, did not exceed 


oo. a Year 3 ſo that, were it not for the caſual and gene- 
ous Benefactions the Petitioners had received by the Be- 
velts of ſeveral pious and well-diſpoſed Perſons, they could 


o allen 
1 Mort 
[eredita 


e Reign ot take ſo many poor Children into their Care and Pro- 
agement Con, to be maintained, cloathed, and inſtructed; and 
Time. erefore, in Conſideration the annual Revenue belonging to 
vd iet Hoſpital was of ſo ſmall a Value, praying that that Cor- 
arther oration might be excepted out of the Bill then depending 
in as bt that Houſe, for reſtraining the Diſpoſitions of Lands, 
the U bereby the ſame become unalienable, or that ſuch Proviſion 
es of L pit be made thereby, that the Benefits intended them by 
relatug e Grant of their Royal Foundreſs, might be preſerved to 
for its be em in their full Extent, Which Petition was ordered to 
ned fame on the Table. 


Next Day a Petition of the Truſtees of the ſeveral Cha- 
ty Schools within the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, 
rough of Southwark and Bills of Mortality, in Behalf of 
Prards of 5000 poor Children cloathed and educated in the 
ud Schools, and alſo in Behalf of all other Charity Schools 
n this Kingdom, for the Education of the Children of the 


8, upon 
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Act to er in the Principles of the Church of England, as by Law 
- laſt, up fabliſhed, was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſeting forth, 
ire. [at if the Bill then depending in that Houſe, to reſtrain 
-h the zie Diſpoſitions of Lands, whereby the ſame become unalien- 
0 it, WP" mould paſs into a Law without Amendment, it would 
on the tient many charitable Donations for the Promotion of the 
. Fields, OE" >chools, which were ſo far from having any large En- 
need 1 ments in Land or Money, that very few had ſo much as 

0 | k 2 a 
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a Schoo'-houſe ; and that, as the voluntary Contributions di Or 
not equally and regularly anſwer the conſtant Expences, the Peers 
Truſtees in ſeveral Places have been obliged to reduce tie lic B. 
Number of their Children, and in others the Schools had been Ar 
entirely laid down, for want of Means to ſupport them; an! Liqui 
repreſenting to the Houle the great Uſefulneſs of thoſe Schools, BANE A. 
and alledging, that, during the Continuance thereof, the be. RAW for a 
titioners have placed out upwards of 17,000 Children, within At 
the {aid Bills of Mortality, to Apprentiſhips in the Jowe: tion'c 
Trades, and to menial Services, whereof about one Hatha made 
been put out to ſuch Services, beſides near 400 bound tothe Geor 
Sea- Service; and therefore praying the Houſe to except the ng t 
ſaid Charity Schools out of the ſaid Bill, or to giant them cave 
ſuch other Relief as to the Houſe ſhould ſeem meet. I tie ! 
Petition was likewiſe ordered to lie upon the Table. ther 
The ſame Day, the Report from the Committee upon the A 

nid Bill was received, and the Amendments, with Amerd quali 
ments to one of them, all agreed to; after which, the Bl, Law, 
with Amendments, was ordered to be ingroſſed; and onthe jor a 
15 th, the Bill was read a third Time, and a Motion made the! 
for its being paſſed, which occaſioned ſome Debite; bi lily t 
upon the Queſtion &cing put, it was upon a Diviſion carridl or C 
in the Affirmative, by 176 to 72; and Mr. Gibbon was or ed | 
dered to carry the Bill to the Lords, and deſire their Cor agar 
currence. | 5 | tor I 
The zoth of April, the Houſe refolv'd itſe}f into a Con. Reli. 
mittee of the whole Houſe, to conſider farther of Ways and A 
Means for railing the Supply granted, to his Mzjzfiv, Wien tan 
they came to the following Reſolution, Which was on the ze Cilire 
of May reported and agreed to by the Houle, and a Bili vs diz 2 
ordered to be brought in upon the ſame, viz. con 
Vote on Ways That the ſeveral Additional Stamp-Duties granted by a to th 
and Means. Act paſled in the 12th Year of his late Majeſty's Reign, en A 
Wo titled, An Act for the Relief of the Suitors of the High Cout Ci) 
of Chancery, ſhould be continued from the 2d Day of Aug A 
1742, to the 2d Day of Auguſt 1746, in order to ri e ile A 
Sum of 11,485“. 4s. 5d. to make Satisfaction to Hampe the | 
Bell, (the ſurviving Aſſignee of the Eſtate and Effeck of lowi 
William Ellens and Edmund Farrington, againſt whom * A 
Commiſſion of Bankruptcy was iſſued) Suitor in the Court! Sum: 
Chancery in 1726, for ſo much of his Debt and Demand in On t 


that Year due from John Bennet, Eſq; one of the Malters 
the ſaid Court, and then remaining unfatisfy'd. 

With this Reſolution the Committee of Ways and Menus 
concluded; and the Bill order'd in upon this laſt Reſo!utloh 
was accordingly brought in, and paſſed into a Law. 00 
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called the Sinking 


TW} 


On the «th of May, his Majeſty came to the Houſe of Royal Aﬀent 


e the Royal Aſſent to the ſix follow! - Eiven to ſeve- 
Peers, and gave the Roya wing ne 


lic Bills. 

An AR for laying a Duty upon the Retailers of Spirituous 
Liquors, and for licenſing the Retailers thereof. | 
An AQ for exhibiting a Bill in this preſent Parliament 


W for naturalizing her Royal Highneis the Princeſs of Wales. 


An Act for reviving and continuing the Acts therein men— 
tion'd and for explaining and amending a Clauſe in an Act 
made in the firſt Year of the Reign of his late Majeſty King 
George I. (entitled, An Act for making the Laws for repair- 
ing the Highways more effectual) relaung to the appointing 
Scavengers in Cities and Market Towns, and the ordering 
tie Alleſsments for the repairing and cleanſing the Streets 
therein. 


An Act for indemnifying Perſons, who have omitted to 


qualify themſelves for Offices within the Time limited by 


Law, and for allowing further Time for that Purpoſe; and 
tor amending fo much of an Act paſſed in the ſecond Year of 
the Reign of his preſent Majeity, as requires Perſons to qua- 
lily themſelves for Offices before the End of the next Term 
or Quarter Seſſions; and alſo for eniarging the Time limit— 
ed by Law for making and ſubſcribing the Declaration 
againtt Tranſubſtantiation; and for allowing further 'Fime 
tor Enrolment of Deeds and Wills made by Papiſts ; and for 
Relief of Proteſtant Purchalers, Deviſees, and Leſſees. | 

An Act for more equal paying and better collecting cer- 
tain ſmall Sums for Relief of Shipwrecked Mariners and 
diſtreſſfed Perſons, bis Majeſty's Subjects in the Ports of Ca- 
diz and Port St. Mary's, in the Kingdom of Spain, and for 
other Ules uſually contributed to by the Merchants trading 
to the ſaid Ports. | | 

An Act for the better enlightning of the Streets of the 
City of London. | | 

And to 37 private Bills. . 

And on Thurſday the z0th of May, his Majeſty came to 
the Houſe of Peers, and gave the Royal Aſſent to the ten fol- 
lowing public Bills, viz. 

An Act for enabling bis Majeſty to borrow any Sum or 
dums of Money, not exceeding 600,000/. to be charged up- 
on the Surpluſſes, Exceſſes, or Overplus Money, commonly 
Fund, redeemable by Parliament; and 
for the further Diſpoſition of the ſaid Fund, by pay ing off 
1,000,000). ef South- Sea Annuities, and for appropriating 
the Supplies granted in this Seſſion of Parliament. 

An Act for continuing, for the Purpoſes therein mentioned, 
the additional Duties upon ſtamped Vellum, Parchment, and 

| mig og | Paper, 


[ly] 
Paper, laid by an Act paſſed in the 12th Year of the Rem 
of his late Majeſty King George I. 

An AQ for naturalizing her Royal Highneſs the Princeſs 
of Wales. 

An Act for indemnifying Perſons, who have been puilty of 

Offences againſt the Laws made for ſecuring the Revenues of 
_ Cuſtoms and Exciſe ; and for enforcing thoſe Laws for the 
future, 

An Act to prevent the Liſting his Majeſty's Subjekts to 
ſerve as Soldiers without his Majeſty's Licence. 

An Act to reſtrain the Diſpoſition of Lands, whereby the 
ſame become unalienable. 

An Act to explain and amend ſo much of an Act made in 

the 2d Year of his preſent Majeſty's Reign, entitled, An Ad 
for the more effectual preventing Bribery and Corruption in 
the Elections of Members to ſerve in Parliament, as relates to 
the commencing and carrying on of Proſecutions grounded 
upon the ſaid Act. 

An Act for further encouraging and regulating the Manu- 

facture of Britiſh Sail cloth; and for the more effectual ſecu- 
ring the Duties now payable on foreign Sail- cloth imported 
into this Kingdom. 
An Act to render the Law more effectual for preventing 
the Importation of freſh Fiſh, taken by Foreigners; and to 
explain ſo much of an Act made in the 13th and 14th Years 
of the Reign of King Charles II. as relates to Ships export- 
ing Fiſh to the Mediterranean Sea ; and for the better Pre- 
ſervation of the Fry of Lobſters on the Coaſts of Scotland, 

An Act for building a Bridge croſs the River Thames, 
from the New Palace Yard in the City of Weſtminiler to 
the oppoſite Shore in the County of Surry. | 
And to ten private Bills. | 
For the King's Speech See page 237. 
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. SPEECHES and DEBATES. 


In the SECOND SESSION of the 


of Wl Second Parliament of King GEORGE IL. 


N the 1 5th of January the King came to the Houſe anno 9. Geo. II. 


to () of Peers; and the Commons attending, his Majeſty 1739-30: | 

open'd the Seſſion with the following Speech to both © | 
the | Houſes. | | 
1 My Lords and Gentlemen, 


Alt N 5 5 HE happy Turn which the Affairs of Europe have 7, King's Speech 

" \ evidently taken ſince the End of laſt Parliament, 2 opening the Se- 

d « muſt, J am perſuaded, give you all, as it does Me, the 
4 oreateſt Satisfaction. | | 

« I acquainted you then that a Plan of Pacification, con- 


© certed between Me and the States General of the United 


111 * Provinces, had been propoſed to the Parties engaged in 
: % War, which had not the Effect to prevent the Opening of 
ting * the Campaign: The Armies took the F jeld, and the 
8 * War was carried on in ſome Parts, in ſuch a Manner as 
5 © to give very juſt Apprehenſions, that it would unavoida- 
Hs * bly become general, from an abſolute Neceſſity of preſerv- 
Dre. * ing that Balance of Power, on which the Safety and 
I Commerce of the Maritime Powers ſo much depend. 

ings: “This Conſideration determined Me to perſevere jointly 
1 60 * With the States, in repeating Our moſt earneſt Inſtances to 


* the contending Parties to agree to an Armiſtice, and to 
enter into a Negotiation for obtaining a general Peace, 
Kupon the Baſis of the Plan we had then propoſed to them. 
* Whilſt Affairs continued in this State of Deliberation, 
* the Heat and Fury of the War abated ; and the Emperor 
* and the moſt Chriſtian King, in Conſequence of their re- 
© Peated Profeſſions of a ſincere Diſpoſition to put an End 
* tothe War by an honourable and ſolid Peace, concerted 
and agreed upon certain preliminary Articles to anſwer 
that moſt deſfireable End. An Armiſtice is ſince agreed 
* to by all the Parties engaged in the War; and the con- 
00 tracting Powers, in Regard to the good Offices employed 
* by Me and the States, have communicated to Us, by 
* their reſpective Miniſters the Preliminaries ; deſiring Our 
© Concurrence for effectuating a general Pacification upon 
' the Terms thereby ſtipulated. 
125 It appearing upon due Examination, that theſe Ar- 
„ iicles do not eſſentially vary from the Plan propoſed by 
„Me and the States, nor contain any Thing prejudicial ts 
- the Equilibrium of Europe, or to the Rights and * 
«c 0 
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of Our reſpective Subjects, We thought fit, in purſuance 
of Our conſtant Purpoſe to contribute our utmoſt to- 
« wards a Pacification, to declare, by a joint Reſolution, 
e to the Courts of Vienna and France, Our Approbation of 


<< the ſaid Preliminaries, and Our Readineſs to concur in 1 


« Treaty to be made for bringing them to Perfection. 
«© Theſe Preliminaries have been likewiſe communicated 


« tos the Kings of Spain and of Sardinia ; and altho' thoſe 
«© Princes have not as yet, in Form, declared their final 


« Reſolutions upon them, there is great Reaſon to beliere 


„ that the Love of Peace, their avowed Diſpoſitions for 


« putting an End to the Troubles of Europe, and the ami- 


cable Interpoſition of common Friends, will prevail upon 
them to agree to what has been thus concerted, upon res. 


5 ſonable Security given them, for the peaceable Poſſeſſion 
« and Enjoyment of the Countries allotted to them. 

In theſe Circumitances, My firſt Care was to eaſe the 
“ Burthens of My People, as ſoon and as far as Prudence, 
c in the preſent Poſture of Affairs, would permit. I hare 
<« therefore ordered a conſiderable Reduction to be made of 
«© My Forces, both by Sea and Land: And if the Influence 


„of the Crown of Great Britain, and the Reſpect due to 


ce this Nation, have had any Share in compoſing the preſent 
« 'Troubles in Europe, or preventing new ones, I am per 
6e ſuaded you will be of Opinion, that it will be neceſſary 
« to continue ſome extraordinary Expence, until there be 
« a more perfect Reconciliation among the ſeveral Poye!s 
« of Europe.” 1 | | 

Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 

„ have ordered the proper Officers to lay before yo! 
ce the Eſtimates for the Service of the current Year ; and! 
e make no doubt, but My Deſires to make the Charge of 
the Publick as low as poſſible, will find in you tic 
<« ſame Readineſs to grant the neceſſary Supplies with Cheat: 
*“ fulneſs and Unanimity.” | 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
„ am willing to hope, this pleaſing Proſpect of Peace 


Abroad will greatly contribute to Peace and good Har. 


„* mony at Home. Let that Example of Temper and No. 


« deration, which has ſo happily calmed the Spirits of col. 


« tending Princes, baniſh from among you all inteſtine Du- 


cord and Diſſenſion. Thoſe who truly wiſh the Peace 
and Proſperity of their Country, can never have a mor 


e favourable Opportunity than now offers, of diſtinguiſhing 
<* themſelves, by declaring their Satisfaction in the Progreb 


already made towards reſtoring the Publick Tranqullit) 


* and in promoting what is ſtill neceſſary to bring it © 
Perfection.“ | 225 The 
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The Commons being returned to their Houſe, and Mr Anno g. Geo. 11. 
Speaker having reported his Majeſty's Speech, Mr Stephen 9 
Fox mov'd, That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Mr stephen Fox's 
Majeſty, to return his Majeſty tne Thanks of that Houſe rome; Foo nga 
from the Throne: To expreſs 
their grateful Senſe of his Majeſty's continued Endeavours 
to reſtore the publick Tranquility, and to avoid involving 
this Nation unneceſſarily in the fatal Conſequences of a ge- 
neral War: To congratulate his Majeſty upon the happy 
Turn, which the Affairs of Europe had taken, by their Im- 
perial and moſt Chriſtian Majeſties having agreed to preli- 
minary Articles for a general Pacification; and upon the 
great Probability of their being accepted by all the Powers 
engaged in the War: And to declare, from the Aſſurances 
his Majeſty had been pleaſed to give them, that thoſe Pre- 
liminaries did not eſſentially vary from the Plan of Pacifica- 
tion concerted and propoſed by his Majeſty and the States 
General; from a juſt Confidence in his Majeſty's Goodneſs, 
and the Experience they had of his conſtant and paternal 
Care of the true Intereſt of his People, through the whole 
Courſe of this great and intricate Work; and from his Ma- 
jelty's having declared, in Conjunction with the States, his 
Approbation of the ſaid Preliminaries, as proper Conditions 
of a general Pacification; that they could make no Doubt, 
but they were ſuch as would give a general Satisfaction: To 
return his Majeſty their Thanks for his early Care in eaſing 
the Burthens of his People, and reducing a conſiderable 
Number of his Forces both by Sea and Land: To aſſure his 
Majeſty that they would, with great Chearfulneſs, raiſe the 
neceſſary Supplies: And, to teſtify their Gratitude from a 
Juſt Senſe of the Bleſſings they then enjoyed, and from the 
Proſpect of future Happineſs, That they would ſupport his 
Majeſty in ſuch Meaſures, as ſhould be found reaſonable 
and neceſſary to render that great and deſirable Work per- 
ſect and laſting.” | | 

Mr Fox was ſeconded by Mr Hanbury Williams: And Mr Henbury Wits 
Lord Tyrconnell declar'd, That he thought the Peace was L Tyrconnell, 
more ſafe, honourable and glorious, than it was poſſible for 
Us to expect. Upon this Occaſion Mr Shippen and Mr Walter Mr Shippen, 


Plumer took Notice cf that Part of the King's Speech, which ar Walt. Plumer, _ 


lated to the Reduction of the Forces, and added, That 
they hoped ſome whole Regiments would hg reduced, and 
nod. a Number of private 5 = only, as had been formerly 
practiſed upon the like Occaſions; for that the reducing of 
2 whole Regiment would be a much greater Saving to the 
Nation, than the reducing of an equal Number of private 
en: That in our preſent melancholy Circumſtances, eve- 
If Method ought to be practiſed by which the publick Mo- 
Vorl. IV. O ney 
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— manned 


(100-3 + 
ney might be ſaved, in order to apply as much as poſlible 
yearly to the Payment of our publick Debts : 


That the Advantage of reducing whole Regiments, ws 
apparent to every Gentleman who would make the Calculz. 


tion; for by the Eſtabliſhment of laſt Year, a marching 


Regiment, which conſiſted of 8 15 Men, coſt the Publick a. 
bout 15,217 1. yearly ; ſo that if a whole Regiment ſhould 
be reduced, there would be a Saving of 15,2171. a Year, 


Whereas if an equal Number of private Men only be reduced 
fm that and other Regiments, there would be a Saving to 


the Publick of the Pay of ſo many private Men only, which 
in a Year amounted to but 7, 427 l. from whence it is eri. 
dent, that by a Reduction of S000 Men made by reducing 


whole Regiments, the Publick would fave 149,369 1. year- 
1y ; whereas, a Reduction of 8000 Men made by the re- 
ducing of private Men only, faves but 73,0001. yearly ; ſo 
that the Difference to the Publick was a Saving of 76,369. 


yearly ; a Saving which ought not to be neglected : That 
tho', for the firſt Year or two, we ſhould be obliged to iſlue 
near one half of this Sum yearly for Half-pay to the reduced 
Officers, yet in a few Years they would either die or be in- 
corporated in the ſtanding Corps; ſo that we ſhould ſoon 
fave this whole Sum yearly. _ 

That it was not poſſible for them to find a military Rea- 
fon why we ought to keep up, and in whoſe Pay too, 2 
greater Proportion of Officers in Time of Peace than we 


did in Time of War; and as there was no Military Reaſon 


for ſo doing, People would be apt to ſuppoſe it was done 
for a Civil Reaſon; which was a Suppoſition injurious to 
his Majeſty, or at leaſt to his Miniſters ; and for that Res- 


| ſon they would in a particular Manner recommend it to an 


honourable Gentleman on the Floor, [ Sir Robert Malpole] 


to reduce whole Corps, inſtead of reducing private Men 


only.“ | 


Then Mr Fox's Motion was agreed to without Debate, 


and a Committee ordered to draw up an Addreſs accord. 


ingly. | 


Jan. 16. A Petition of Sir Rowland Winn, Bart. was pre- 
ſented to the Houſe and read, complaining of an undue E- 
lection and Return for the County of York, which was of. 
dered to be heard at the Bar of the Houſe on the 24 


of February; and it was ordered, that the Lift of Voters to 
be objected to by either Party, be delivered to the other 
by that Day three Weeks. 


Jaz. 17. The Commons preſented their Addreſs of 
Thanks to the King as follows : 
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Moſt Gracious Sovereign, | 
ö E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Subjects, 
0 W the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aſ- 
« ſembled, return your Majeſty our unfeigned Thanks for 


your moſt gracious Speech from the Throne. 


We are truly ſenſible of your Majeſty's early Endea- 


© yours to put an End to the War, and can never enough 
| © admire the ſteady Application, with which you purſued 


that great Work, by the joint Interpoſition of the good 
Offices of Your Majeſty and the States General. 


And it is, with the warmeſt Gratitude, we acknowgge 


* Your Majeſty's particular Care and Circumſpection, in all 


Tour Proceedings not to involve this Nation unneceſſarily 


in the War; when at the ſame Time, Your Majeſty 


| © ſhewed You were not infenſible of the imminent Danger 


that threatened the Liberties of Europe, from a long Con- 
* tinuance of it upon ſo unequal a Foot. A Conduct wherein 
* Your Majeſty plainly proved, You equally conſulted the 
immediate Intereſts of Your People, and that Balance of 
Power in Europe, upon which the Safety and Commerce 
* of tais Nation ſo much depends: At once ſaving this 
* Nation from all the preſent Calamities of War, and trying 
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The Commons 


Addreſs of Thanks 
for his Majeſty's * 


Speech. 


to avert the future Neceſſity of its being at laſt obliged to 


| © take its Share and Hazard in them. 185 | 
We can't but be ſenſible of Your Majeſty's Wiſdom 


* and Impartiality, in forming the Plan of Pacification, pro- 
* poſed by Your Majeſty and the States General, to the 
* Powers engaged in War; which although not immedi- 
' ately accepted by the contending Parties, nor anſwering 
the deſired Effect by preventing the opening of the Cam- 
paign, has been ſo far adopted, that the molt material and 
' eſſential Parts of it have been agreed to by the Princes 


originally ard principally concerned in this Rupture, and 


recommended by them to their Allies as Preliminary Ar- 
* ticks to a General Pacification. 285 
Upon this happy Turn the Affairs of Europe have taken, 
we moſt heartily congratulate with Your Majeſty; and 
when we conſider the Aſſurances Vour Majeſty has been 
' graciouſly pleaſed to give us, that theſe Preliminaries do not 
' Eſſentially vary from the Plan of Pacification, concerted 
by Your Majeſty and the States General, and the ready 


Approbation Your Majeſty and the States General have 


iren of them; a juſt Confidence in Your Wiſdom, and 
the Experience we have of Your conſtant and paternal 


Care of the true Intereſt of Your People, through the 


; Whole Courſe of this great and intricate Work, leaves us 
not the leaſt Room to entertain a Doubt, but that the Pre- 
uminary Conditions of this Pacification, are founded, _ 

O 2 $10 
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© ſo approved, as will give general Satisfaction; in which Per. 


ſuaſion we are farther confirmed, by the great Probability 


there appears to be of their being accepted and agreed 


© to, by all the Powers engaged in the War. 


The early Regard Your Majeſty has been graciouſy 
pleaſed to ſhew to the Welfare of Your People, in taking 
the firſt Opportunity, on this great and fortunate Event, 
to lighten the Burthen of their Expences, by making 2 
Reduction of Your Forces, both by Sea and Land, is {uch 
a Mark of Your Care in conſulting their Intereſt, and of 
Your tender Concern for their Eaſe, that we ſhould be 
as unjuſt to our Gratitude, as to Your Majeſty's Good- 
neſs, if we failed to teſtify the one, and acknowledge the 
other, in the ſtrongeſt and moſt dutiful Manner. And as we 
look upon this, added to all the other Meaſures of Your 
glorious and happy Reign, as a Proof that the Eftimates 
for the preſent Year will be proportioned to the Situation 
of Affairs, and the Purpoſes to which they ſhall be found 
neceſſary ; fo we beg Leave to aſſure Your Majeſty, that 


the Poſture of our preſent happy Circumſtances ſhall re- 
quire, and ſufficient to ſupport the Dignity of the Crown, 
and the Honour and Intereſt of Your Majeſty's Subject 
and Dominions. | 

And if ſuch Motives could want any additional Circun- 
* ſtance to excite us to fulfil our Duty to Your Majeſty and 
* our Country, the Reflection on the good Effect the extra- 
ordinary Supplies, granted the laſt Vear to Your Majeſty, 
* muſt have had, in contributing to bring this long- labourel 
Work to ſo happy an Iſſue, joined to the Conſciouſneßs af 
the Influence Your Majeſty's Counſels muſt ever have in 
the Affairs of Europe, whilft a loyal Parliament ſhews it. 
* ſelf determined to ſupport the Reſolutions of a wiſe aud 
© cautious Prince, cannot fail to operate with their due 
Weight, in making us perſevere in our Endeavours t0 
give a Luſtre to Your Majeſty's Reign abroad, equal, i! 
« poſſible, to the Happineſs we enjoy from it at home. 


| To this Adgreſs his Majeſty gave the following Anſwer. 


Gentlemen, 

“ Return you my Thanks for this dutiful and loyal Ad. 
© Þ dreſs. I am very well. pleaſed, that my Endeav0u 
* to reftore the publick Tranquility have met with you" 
« Approbation; and you may be aſſured, my future Ca 
ſhall be employed, to the utmoſt of my Power, to render 
the Peace of Europe perfect and laſting, and to make 
you a flouriſhing, and happy People.“ Jo 

| | ans 


we will chearfully and effeQtually raiſe ſuch Supplies, # | 


Jan. 


ther Fri 


ere t. 
great N 
0 mplai 


County, 
tion bei 
tion at 


ir Joh: 
81 
1 
ing the 
ſhire Pe 
24th 0 
Day no 
0oks a 
could g 
in my ( 
hope w 
ulual * 
the H. 
ſhire P 
who m 
real an 
ſuch a 
you, 1 
reſolve, 
themſe 
the fir{ 
nourab 
ſuch a 
Electio 
think, 


4 409" } 
Jan. 19. A Petition of the Gentlemen, Clergy, and o- Annog. Geo. 11, 
ther Freeholders of the County of Norfolk, whoſe Names 1735-36. 
ere thereunto ſubſcribed, in behalf of themſelves and a hebate on à Pe. 
great Number more of the Freeholders of the ſaid County, {9 complain- 


ing of an un- 


Per. 
bility 
greed 


ouſly mplaining of an undue Election and Return for the ſaid ve #lection for 
aking County, was preſented to the Houſe and read; and a Mo- Norfolk NY 
Event, tion being made for hearing the Matter of the ſaid Peti- 

ing a ton at the Bar of the Houſe on the 26th of February, 

s ſuch ir John Hynde Cotton ſtood up and ſaid, 

and of Sir, D | 

uld be I am ſurpriſed to hear ſuch a Motion made, conſider- sir J. Hynde Cot- 
Good- ing the Houſe, but three Days ſince, appointed the Vork- . 

ze the ſhire Petition to be heard at the Bar of this Houſe on the 

as we 24th of next Month, which is but two Days before the 


Your 
mates 
uation 
found 
, that 
ies, 3 
ul re. 
own, 


lbjectz 


Day now moved for hearing the Norfolk Petition. This 
ooks as if the honourable Gentleman imagined, that we 
could go thro' the Vorkſhire Petition in two Days; whereas, 
in my Opinion, if we examine into it as we ought, and as I 
hope we will, it will take us up two Years, or at leaſt the 
uſual Time of two Seſſions. I confeſs, Sir, I have not 
the Honour to be let into the Secrets of any of the Vork- 
ſure Petitioners, but I believe the honourable Gentleman, 
who made the Motion, is thoroughly acquainted with their 
ral and moſt hidden Deſigns ; therefore, from his makin 


rcum- ſuch a Motion as he has been juſt now pleaſed to make 


ty and you, I muſt conclude, that the Yorkſhire Petitioners are 

extra- reſolved to drop their Petition, in caſe they ſhould find 

ajeſty, themſelves unable to carry ſome very remarkable Queſtion 
oured the firſt or ſecond Day. If this be really the Caſe, the ho- 5 
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nourable Gentleman was much in the Right to make you 
luch a Motion as he has done, with regard to the Norfolk 
Heftion ; but while we are Members of this Houſe, I 
think, we ought upon no Occaſion to be directed, in our 
vay of voting, by the private Opinion or ſecret Knowledge 
of other Men ; and therefore if the honourable Gentleman 
knows of any ſuch Secret with regard to the Yorkſhire Pe- 
tion, he will ſtand up again and acquaint the Houſe 
with it, that we may have the ſame Reaſon for agreeing 
to his Motion, which he had for making it. 
2 Pulteney ſtood up next, and ſaid, 
Ir, | 


wer. 


1 Ad- am very ſorry to find ſo many Petitions complaining * Pere. 

yours af undue Elections and Returns for Counties; for the E. 

your fence of controverting ſuch Elections is ſo great, that it is ELL 
Care mpoſhible any Gentleman can bear to pay the whole out of | 

ender 8 private Fortune. As the Caſe ſtands at preſent, when- 

make erer the Election for a County comes to be controverted, 


ive Expence muſt neceſſarily be raiſed by a general Contri- 


bution _ 


1 1 


Anno 9. Goo, n. bution among all the Freeholders of the County; an it 
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will not ſignify much to eaſe the Landed Gentlemen of 2 
Shilling in the Pound Land-Tax, if by the Controverting 
of Elections they ſhall be obliged, once in every Parliainent, 
to tax themſelves, perhaps in ten Times that Sum, for ſup- 
porting the Rights of their Country. 

Injuſtice may, tis true, be ſometimes done by the Re. 
turning Officers for Counties, as well as by the Returning 


Officers for Boroughs. But as there are ſuch a great Number 


of Voters for every County, as almoſt every Freeholder's 
Right of voting muſt be examined into, before the Injuſtice 
of the Returning Officer can be detected, and as the nan- 
ing of that Returning Officer depends entirely upon the Mi- 
niſters of the Crown, the Election for all the Counties in 
England is certainly very precarious. And when any In- 
Juſtice is done, the Diſcovering of it is ſo troubleſome and 
expenſive, that no private Man can well undertake it: In 
ſuch Circumſtances, it will always be eaſy for the Miniſters 
of the Crown to appoint who ſhall be the Knights of any 
Shire, whenever they have a Mind; for if the Returning 
Officer makes an undue Return according to their Orders, it 
is almoſt impoſſible to diſcover the Injuſtice done by him, ſo 
as to ſubje& him to the Puniſhment inflicted by Law ; and 
if the Keturning Officer ſhould happen to diſobey their O- 
ders, it is but making their Candidates petition, by which 
the Gentlemen rightfully choſen, and duely returned, will be 
put to ſuch an Expence in defending their Right, that no 
Man will thereafter chooſe to ſtand for any County in Op- 
poſition to the Court-Intereſt. This Injuſtice in the Retum- 


ing Officers, as well as this Expence to the Gentlemen cho- 
ſen or petitioning, might, in my Opinion, be eaſily prevent. 
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at an Election would never come to be controverted at the 


ed by a few ſmall Amendments to the Laws now in Being 
for regulating Elections; for if the Oath to be taken by 
Freeholders, on occaſion of their coming to vote at any 
Election, were made a little more full and explicit, no Man 
would dare to take it falſly, becauſe it would be eaſy to con- 
vict him of Perjury; and thoſe, againſt whom he voted, 
would always be ready to be at the Trouble and Expence of 
the Proſecution ; in which Caſe the taking of the Oath 
might be made final and concluſive as to the Perſon's Right 
of voting, ſo that the Right of any Freeholder to his Vote 


Bar of this Houſe ; and then it would be eaſy to detect ths 
Returning Officers, if they committed any Injuſtice, and the 
controverting of Elections would not be near ſo tedious 
troubleſome, or expenſive as it is at preſent. — 

As the Caſe now ſtands, Sir, the Expence of controvert- 


ing a County Election is moſt grievous and moſt terrible 3 
| | an 


n 
ind it 
of 2 
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nent, 


r ſup- 


populous Counties in England, the Expence of controverting 
the Election for that County muſt be much greater than 
moſt others; but if you appoint the Petition from that 
ounty to be heard in ſo few Days, after the Day on which 
you have appointed the Yorkſhire Petition to be heard, you 
would greatly enhance even that greater Expence ; becauſs 


e Re. 


ning roch the fitting Member and the Petitioners for Norfolk, 
umber muſt have their Lawyers, Agents, Witneſſes, and all the 
lder's ther Implements of a controverted Election, attending in 
juitice WMWTown, and living at their Expence, during the whole Time 


nam- 
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if the Controverſy about the Yorkſhire Petition. This, I 
lay, Sir, muſt be the Caſe, at leaſt of the fitting Member, 
Sir Edmund Bacon] becauſe I am pretty well convinc'd he 
$not in any Concert, nor knows any of the Secrets of the 
Petitioners for Yorkſhire ; and the laying him under ſuch an 


it: In xtraordinary Expence, or indeed under any Expence, is 
niſters he more unneceſſary, becauſe the only Gentleman, whoſe 
f any Right ſeems to be controverted, is now dead, [ My Mode- 
urning baue] by which Means the Petitioners and their Friends 
ers, It night, if they pleaſed, have an Opportunity of trying their 
im, ſo Intereſt in the County by a new Election, without putting 
0 2 emſelves to the Trouble or Charge of controverting the 


former ; but it ſeems the Petitioners know that the Expence 


2 f controverting the former Election, great as it muſt be, 
- s vll be leſs to them than the Expence of a new Election; 


lich, by the by, Sir, ſeems to me to be a Demonſtration 
hat their natural Intereſt in the County is not much to be 
pended on. 


in Op 
deturn- 
n cho- 


revent- ad really believe, that the Petitioners could not make near 


berg 0 good a Show upon a new Election, as they did upon the 
en by omer ; for every one knows that on ſuch Occaſions many 
1 tomiſes are made by thoſe, who do not depend upon their 


tural Intereſt, but upon the unnatural and acquired In- 
reſt they may have by Means of the many Poſts and Pre- 


to con- 


We perments they have at their Diſpoſal : And I have heard, 
_ k lat many Promiſes were made upon the laſt Election for the 
3 Munty of Norfolk, which have not been performed ; from 
85 Fence it is to be preſumed, that the Perſons to whom thoſe 
g * Homiſes were made, and who were thereby induced to vote 


ect the Ntrary to their Inclinations, will upon a new Election vote 


ind the 


eaſon f. : we | | : 
edious, or renewing the Petition from that County, not 


"htanding its being certain that the Hearing of theſe Pe- 
ions will coſt them more than a new Election can naturally 
lt them ; notwithſtanding its being certain, that a new 
ton would bring their Candidates ſooner to their having 

| ene 


-rovert- 
rrible 3 
and 


But to this, Sir, I muſt add, that I have been informed, 


wording to Conſcience. This, Sir, I am afraid, is the true 


- 


and as the County of Norfolk: is one of the largeſt and moſt Anne 9. Geo. U. 
1735-36. 
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Mr Winningten, 
Sir W. Yorge, 


Merits of the laſt Election at the Bar of this Houſe. 


That they would readily join in any Meaſures for pre 


making the controverting of County Elections ſhort ad 


| heavier in the preſent Caſe upon the Petitioners than it coo 
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Petition; and I muſt ſay, that the Motion now made toy 
ſeems calculated for nothing, but that of laying the fit 
Member and his Friends under a Neceſſity of yielding to ti 
Petitioners, rather than be at the Expence of trying th 


To this it was anſwered by Mr Winnington, Sir Wi. 
liam Yonge and other Members, That it was impoſith 
to foretel how long the hearing of the Yorkſhire Petit 
would laſt ; but they could not imagine it would laſt nex 
ſo long as the honourable Gentleman ſeemed to intimate; 
for as the controverted Votes on both Sides would be vey 
much reduced, and fully aſcertained, by the Lifts that yer 
to be mutually delivered, they could not think that Di 
pute would take up many Days, much leſs ſeveral Weck 


venting the Injuſtice of Returning Officers, as well as fo 


eaſy ; but the controverted Elections then depending coui 
not be regulated by any ſuch Meaſures : And as many 
the Freeholders of Norfolk had complained of Injuſtice doe 
them at the laſt Election, it was a Duty incumbent upd 
them, as Members of that Houſe, to hear their Complaint 
and give the Complainants ſuch Redreſs as they ſhould fd 
them intitled to: That this they were obliged to do with al 
poſſible difpatch ; and if the hearing of the Yorkſhire Petit! 
ſhould laſt two or three Days, which might probably be 


the Caſe, it would be doing Injuſtice to the People of Not Ar 
folk to put off the hearing of their Complaints for two 0 tally « 
three Weeks: That they knew no more of the Secret0 The 
the Petitioners for Yorkſhire, than any other Gentleman petit. 
that Houſe, ſo tha: their moving for having the Noch Biege 
Petition heard, ſo ſoon after the Day appointed for hea... be 
the Yorkſhire Petition, could proceed from nothing ww FR by 
their great Deſire to do Juſtice to the Norfolk Petitionfny eflary 
and the fitting Member, with all poſſible Diſpatch : T _y te ver: 
the Petitioners, their Lawyers, Agents, and Witneſſes fuse pon ti 
be obliged to attend in a few Days before their Affair co wr oh 
be brought on, it was an Inconvenience which could not u ſave 
avoided ; it was an Inconvenience which People had aa Time :» 
been, and muſt always be ſubject to, in all Courts, and 1 ing to 
all ſorts of Cauſes ; for unleſs People were ſubjected © cept { 
ſuch an Inconvenience, every Court of Judicature i " az on 
Kingdom would often be put to a full Stop, which my Ws the 
make it impoſſible to adminiiter Juſtice to all thoſe 1 ip of t 
might be obliged to ſue to ſuch Courts for Juſtice; ” Og 
whatever Inconvenience there was in this Reſpect, it 4 vo! 


( 113 ) 
do upon the fitting- Member; becauſe the Petitioners would anno g Geo. II, 


f ti | 

be obliged to attend in Town, from the Day appointed for 171 
e beg their Petition, which they were nor ppointed for (png 
to 5 bliged to do; whereas the fitting Member was otherwiſe 


obliged to be in Town, in order to attend the Service of the 
Houſe: That they knew of no Promiſes made upon the 
former Election, nor any Diſappointments People had fince 
met with; but believed that ſuch Reports were without 
Foundation: That a new Election might perhaps be leſs ex- 
penſive than to try the Merits of the laſt Election; and 
| likewiſe Gentlemen might perhaps come ſooner to their 
Seats in that Houſe by a new Election, than by having their 
Right upon the former Election determined; but if any Gen- 
tleman had a Right to a Seat in that Houſe upon the for- 
mer Election, it was not reaſonable to expect that he ſhould 
give up that Right, which he muſt do by ſubmitting to 


18 tit 
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xy anew Election: That beſides, if Injuſtice be done to him 
ol = well as the County upon the former Election, it was a 
gal Duty he owed both to himſelf and his County, to proſecute 
* 1 Authors of that Injuſtice in ſuch Manner as the Laws 
n his Country direct; and as that could not be done, but 
nt upol 0 vringing the Merits of the former Election to be tried at 
aplains tne ar of that Houſe, they thought that. the Petitioners 
714 fn = in the Right to inſiſt upon it: That this was certainly 
with al the Duty of the Petitioners, and it was their Duty, as Mem- 


bers of that Houſe, to hear and determine the Affair as ſoon 
% poſſible, by agreeing to the Motion.“ es 
Hereupon the Motion was agreed to without a Diviſion ; 
and the Liſts of controverted Voters were ordered to be mu- 
tually delivered by that Day Month. 5 
The ſame Day Mr Walter Plumer preſented to the Houſe D-tate on a Pe- 
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etition : 2 | ee 
Norfolk ke "cy " 0s Neale, Eſq; complaining of an undue e 
To ane be and Return for the City of Coventry; and the 94g oran une 
hing ba e being read, Mr Plumer ſtood up again and ſaid, That Coveutry. - 


tho by the Forms of proceeding in that Houſe, it was ne- 
E for the Petitioner to preſent a Petition that Seſſion, in 
i very ſame Words with the Petition preſented by him 
* the ſame Subject the preceeding Seſſion, yet he had 
* him Orders to acquaint the Houſe, That in order 
ave Trouble to the Houſe, and not to take up their 
me any longer than was abſolutely neceſſary, he was wil- 
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85 and 1 | 2 
edel 8 my 2 E from oy Complaint in his Petition mentioned, Mr w. Pluer. 
* its _ related to the Qualification of John Bird, 
ich voll ve! n 0 the fitting Members for the ſaid City; which 
hoſe vi is = r Complaint he intended to inſiſt on at the hear- 
vp r : e Petition : And as the Determining of that Point 
eb ib - ot take up above half an Hour of their Time; he 
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Annog. Geo. I. would therefore move, that the Petition might be heard at 


1735 30. 


A Petition of An- 
thony Chute, Fig; 
complaining of an 
undue Election for 
Hampihire, 


Debate thereon, 


Mr Life. 


the Bar of the Houſe' : But upon the Queſtion's being put, 
it paſſed in the Negative, and the Petition was referred to 
the Committee of Privileges and EleCtions. | 

Fan. 21. A Petition of Anthony Chute, Eſq; complain- 
ing of an undue EleQion and Return for the County of 


Southampton, was preſented to the Houſe and read; and it 
| was ordered, That the Matter of the ſaid Petition be heard | 


at the Bar of the Houſe, on the th of March; after which 
it was moved to order, That the Liſts, with reſpect to 


the ſaid controverted Election, be delivered by that Day fe 


Weeks: Hereupon Mr Lifle, one of the fitting Members for 
that County ſtood up and ſaid, * That he would willingly 


ſubmit to any Order the Houſe ſhould make upon that Oc- 


caſion, and would be ready to deliver his Liſts by any Day 
the Houſe ſhould prefix ; but as the Deſign of delivering ſuch 
Liſts was to ſhorten the Diſpute, and to prevent taking up 
their Time with Inquiries into Objections againſt Voters, 
which were either falſe or frivolous, the longer the Time 
was which was to be prefixed for delivering ſuch Lifts, both 
the Petitioner and he would be more enabled to abridge 


their Liſts ; and therefore, in order to give the Houſe as 


little Trouble as poſſible, which he was very much inclined 
to, he hoped the Houſe would give him and the Petitioner 
as much Time as poſſible for making up and delivering their 
Liſts : That with reſpe& to the Objections againſt the Vo- 
ters of either Side, they were obliged to depend upon the 
Information of others ; and in order to prevent their being 
excluded from objecting againſt any Perſon, who was really 
a bad Voter upon the other Side of the Queſtion, they were 
obliged to put every Man's Name in their Liſts, again 
whom they could hear of any Sort of Objection; but that 
if he had Time, he would, by himſelf and his Agents, l.. 
quire particularly into every Objection; and would put 10 
Man's Name in his Lift, if upon ſuch Inquiry he ſhould 
find that the Objection was not ſufficiently ſupported ) 
Reaſon and Evidence, by which Means he might probably 


very much abridge the Liſt he was to deliver; and he © 
not doubt of the Petitioners doing the ſame : That as there 


were alrcady Petitions from Yorkſhire, Norfolk and Flint- 
ſhire, appointed to be heard before the Day appointed for 
hearing of the Petition againſt him, it could not be preſumed, 
that the hearing of the Petition againſt him would come on 
upon the very Day the Houſe had appointed for hearing 
it: That therefore he thought it would be better for the 


Houſe to ſuſpend making any Order, for delivering Liſts of 


bad Voters for the County of Southampton, till alert 
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Determination of the Yorkſhire Election at leaſt ; for as the 
| Petition for the County of Norfolk, and that for the County 
of Flint, were both to be heard before the Petition for the 
| County of Southampton could come on, there could be no 
Inconventence in delaying to make any Order for delivering 
Liſts with reſpec to the laſt ; becauſe after the Determina- 
tion of the Yorkſhire Election, the Houſe might order the 
Liſts for the County of Southampton to be delivered by that 
| Day ſe'emight ; and it was impoſſible the Norfolk and Flint 
Elections could both be determined in a Week's Time. For 
this Reaſon, he hoped the honourable Gentleman would, 


for for the Convenience of the Petitioner, as well as for his 
ly Convenience, and alſo for the ſake of ſaving the Time of 
Oc- that Houſe, wave the Motion he had made; and that the 
Day Houſe would ſuſpend making any Order for delivering the 


lifts for the County of Southampton, till after the Deter- 
mination of the Yorkſhire Election. N 
To this it was anſwer'd, © That the uſual Method was 


for the Houſe to appoint a Day for delivering Liſts of all 
both County Elections, at the ſame Time they appointed a Day 
75 for hearing the Petition: That the three other County 
fe as 


Elections might for ſome Reaſon or other be put off, or per- 


Anno q. Geo. II. 
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lined haps entirely dropt, for which Reaſon it was neceſſary for 
10ner thoſe concerned in the Southampton Election, to be fully pre- 
their pared and ready for the Hearing, againſt the Day the Houſe 

; 1 hd appointed, which they could not be, unleſs the Liſts 
n the 


were delivered againſt the Day then moved for: And that, 


4 the fitting Member, as well as the Petitioner, had already 


really tad near a whole Year to inquire into the Qualifications of 
7 were Voters and the Objections that could be made againſt any 
gaink of them, it was to be preſumed that their Liſts were then 


s much abridged as they could poſſibly be.“ 
Then the Queſtion being put for delivering the Lifts by 


put n0 that Day five Weeks, it was carried in the Affirmative with- 
ſhould bit a Diviſion. 988 5 

ted by January 25. Mr Eversfield preſented to the Houſe a Pe- 

coy tion of Richard Sheppard, Eſq; complaining of an undue 
e 


*tion, and Return for the Borough of Southwark, which 
Ws accordingly read; and a Motion being made, and ſe- 
ended, that the Matter of the ſaid Petition be heard at 
, de Bar of the Houſe; Mr Winnington ſtood up and ſaid, 
ſumed, | That altho' the honourable Gentleman, who preſented 

the Petition, had moved to have it heard at the Bar of th 


bert louſe; and altho' that Motion had been ſeconded, and very 
_ of = preſſed by the honourable Gentleman, who was one 
1 the fitting Members for Southwark, and againſt whom 
| 


tte Petition ſeemed to be chiefly aimed ; yet he hoped Gen- 
lemen would have ſome Regard to the honourable Gen- 
7 tleman 


A Petition of Rich- 
ard Sheppard, Eſ1; 
complaining of an 
undue Election for 
Southwark. | 


Dabate thereon, 
Mr Eversfield. 
Mr Winnington. 
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dir J. H. Cotton. 


Mr Heathcote, © 


4 8 


tleman in the Chair, to whom every Election heard at the 
Bar was a very great Fatigue. That beſides, they ought to 
conſider their own Time, and how much of it would be 
taken up in hearing the Petitions already appointed to be 


| heard at the Bar, inſomuch, that he was afraid it would be 


impoſſible for them to go thro' the publick Buſineſs, which 
could not be put off till another Seſſion without doing a 
very great Prejudice to the Nation in general: That as 
there was a vait Number of Voters in the Borough of South- 
wark, there would of coarſe be a very great Number of 
Witneſſes to be examined ; and conſequently a great many 
Points of Law would probably ariſe, which muſt be argued 


by Counſel, and many of them might perhaps afterwards 


be argued for a long Time in the Houſe ; fo that upon the 


whole, he did not believe the Houſe could go thro' that 


Election in two or three Weeks, even tho' they ſhould ad- 


_ Journ all other Buſineſs, and fit upon it De Die in Diem. For 
this Reaſon he hoped, that not only out of Regard to their 


Speaker, but out of Regard to the Publick, and to the Bu- 


| lineſs of the Nation in general, they would allow that Elec. 


tion to go to their Committee, where it might be heard 
without interrupting the publick Buſineſs, without fatiguing 
their Speaker, and without doing any Prejudice either to 
their Petitioner, or to the fitting Member.“ 

Hereupon Sir John Hynde Cotton ſtood up, and ſald, 

On e n 

© Upon the preſent Occaſion, J cannot omit taking No- 
tice of what happened when the Yorkſhire Petition was pre- 
ſented. In the County of York there are certainly five or 
fix times as many Voters as there are in the Borough of 
Southwark, and therefore, if the honourable Gentleman be 
of Opinion, that the Election of the Borough of Southwark 


will take up two or three Weeks of our Time, he mul 


have been of Opinion, that the Election for Yorkſhire would 
take up at leaſt three or four Months; yet when that Fe- 
tition was preſented, I remember the ſame honourable Gen- 


tleman appeared very fond of having it heard at the Þar of 


this Houſe ; and I ſhould be glad to know from whence 
proceeds that tender Regard, which he is pleaſed to teſtify 
in the preſent Caſe, for the honourable Gentleman in the 
Chair, ſince he did not ſeem to ſhew the leaſt Regard for 
him in the former? | 

Mr Heathcote ſpoke next: 

Sir, | 

* By an Agreement between me and the honourable Gen- 
tleman who preſented the Petition, he promiſed to move for 
its being heard at the Bar of the Houſe : He has acct 


ingly done fo, and I have ſeconded that Motion after 
_ 55 Which 


3 which 
3 atteM] 
= ſitting 
4 the Pe 
W of ſuc 
. have: 
the C 
ba 
13 
W injuret 
Freed 
I kno 
W Heari 
W Reaſor 
3 before 
into. 

8 
has be 
heinor 
ſort o 
mined 
| liſhed 
KReaſo 
| appea: 
W Houſc 
| only u 
| the C 


— 


„ 


4 attempt to have it ſent to the Committee; for when the 
fitting Member, as well as the Petitioner, inſiſts upon having 
the Petition heard at the Bar, I believe there is no Example 
of ſuch a Petition's being referred to the Committee. I 
have as great a. Regard for the honourable Gentleman in 
the Chair as any Member in this Houſe can pretend to; 
but I know he will grudge no Trouble in doing Service to 
the Publick, or Juſtice to any Member who thinks himſelf 
W injured ; and in the preſent Caſe I inſiſt with the more 


Freedom upon having the Petition heard at the Bar, becauſe 


wu 


I know the conteſted Votes are but very few; ſo that the 


Hearing can laſt but a very few Days; and I have ſome 


wa 


* 


W Reaſon to expect, that the Petition will be given up even 


* 


before thoſe Votes which are conteſted are all examined 


wy 


into. Eo 

© © But, Sir, I have another Reaſon for inſiſting upon its 
being heard at the Bar of this Houſe : The Petition which 
has been publickly read here, contains ſeveral grievous and 
heinous Allegations againſt me, therefore I think I have a 
bort of Right to have the Truth of theſe Allegations exa- 
| mined into, in the ſame Place in which they have been pub- 


| Reaſon to believe, that when this is done the Petition will 
| appear to be as vexatious as any ever preſented to this 
@ Houſe. And my Reaſon for believing ſo is founded not 

| only upon a Conſciouſneſs of my own | mus tag but upon 
| the Candour and Sincerity of the Petitioner's own Scruti- 
neers ; for during the whole Time of the Election, the Re- 
turning Officer for that Borough acted ſo equally and fairly, 
that, after the Scrutiny was over, even the Scrutineers for 


the Petitioner returned him 'Thanks for his Juſtice and Im- 
| partiality, 5 


only order this Petition to be heard at the Bar, but will 
appoint a ſhort Day, conſidering the Place is juſt in our 
eighbourhood, ſo that no Pretence can be made, that any 
of the Parties or Witneſſes are at any great Diſtance. 

= Walter Plumer ſpoke next. 

dir, 
As the Elections, which are appointed to be heard at the Bar, 
re generally ſooner determined than thoſe which are referred 
RE Committee; and as it is always very much the Inte- 
5 0 the Petitioner, to have the Matter of his Petition 
OE eard, if he has any Confidence in it ; therefore I have 
Bia obſerved the Hearing of any Petition at Bar refuſed, 
en it was defired and infiſted on by the fitting Member: 
ut there is ſomething very extraordinary in the preſent 
Ge; 


\ 


lied; and J infiſt upon it, becauſe, I have very good 


3 which I am not a little ſurpriſed to hear any Gentleman Anno 9. Geo. il. 


1735-30. 


For theſe Reaſons, I hope, Sir, the Houſe will not 


Mr W. Plumer. 


| 
| 


Anno 9. Geo. 11, Caſe, for not only the fitting Member deſires and injþ 


1735˙36. 


the Affirmative by 145 to 142. After which the Queltin 


Plumer added, * That as the examining the Matter of that 


common Courſe, and that there was nothing in that Affair 


Courſe.“ For this Reaſon, upon the Queſtion's being pul, 
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That 1 


upon the Petition's being appointed to be heard at the Bar, by 
there ſeems to be a Deſign in the Petitioner not to have hi] 
Petition heard at all, or at leaſt not this Seſſion; for other. iWear 177 
wite he would certainly have preſented it among the fig, Hereuj 
as he might and ought to have done, whereas he has de ss: 


layed preſenting it almoſt as long as he could; hich tome dir, 
is really a ſtrong Preſumption, that he is ſenſible of his Pet. I dc 
tion's being ſuch as the ſitting Member has repreſented it ye the 
be; and if it be fo. there can be no ſtronger Reaion 2. Opini 
_ figned, not only for its being heard at the Bar, but for is hal Force. 
being heard as ſoon as poſlible. | eeping 
The Queſtion was then put for hearing the Petition a WWO'imes o. 


the Bar of the Houfe ; which upon a Diviſion was carried n 


was put for hearing it at the Bar on the 1oth of Februar, 
which was carried in the Affirmative without a Diviſion, uch a N 
f | 


This Affair being over Mr Walter Plumer ſtood up anl 
ſaid, * That, altho' he had before acquainted the Houſe 
that Mr Neale, Petitioner for Coventry, was willing to pab 


allant 
ence a 


from every Complaint in his Petition, except fo far as f. den! 
lated to the (Qnalification of John Bird, Eſq; one of the fitting power! 
Members; yet that ſomething to that Purpoſe might appear ehh fe 


upon their Votes, and to inſure the fitting Member that 10 
other Complaint would be infiſted on againſt him, he would 
move, That ſince John Neale, Eſq; who had exhibited 1 
Petition to that Houſe, complaining of an undue Election 
and Return for the City of Coventry, defired to withdraw 
the Complaints in the ſaid Petition, except as to what fe- 
lates to the Qualification of John Bird, Eſq; one of the lit 
ting Members for the ſaid City, therefore it might be dt. 
dered, That the ſaid Petition ſhould be diſmiſſed except a 
aforeſaid : This was accordingly agreed to. Then Mr 


Petition, as it then ſtood, could not require any long Prep 
ration, or the bringing up many Witneſſes; and as it could 
not take up ſo much as one Evening to determine that Com- 
plaint in the Committee; therefore he would move for i 
Inſtruction to the Committee to hear it on that Day thtet 
Weeks. To this it was objected, as it had been to the for 
mer Motion in this Affair, That it was contrary to the 


ſo extraordinary as to induce them to hear it out of its due 
it paſſed in the Negative. 
e | 15 


( ng ) 
The ſame Day the Houſe being in a Committee of the 4997.9. Geo. . 
vole Houſe on the Supply, Sir Charles Wager moved, 

That 15,000 Men be employed in the Sea Service for the Sir ©. Wager's | 


2 Motia for 15,009 
ear 1736. Nen for the Sea 


d inf 
Jar, but 
ave hx 
r other. 


he firk, Hereupon Mr Walter Plumer ſtood up and ſpoke as fol- Nit 1738. _ 
I a 3 | Debate thereon, 
h to me vir, 

; | | . Mr W. Plumer, 
is Peu. I do not riſe up to oppoſe the Motion, becauſe, as we ar 


ed it th 
lon d. 
for it 


we the Happineſs to live in an Iſland, I have always been 
Opinion, that we ought chiefly to depend upon our Na- 
l Force; and for this Reaſon I ſhall never be againſt our 
eeping up à pretty large Number of Seamen, even in 


ition u mes of the moſt profound Peace and Tranquility. We 


rried n we, 'tis true, for ſome Years paſt, followed a quite con- 
Yueltion ray Maxim; we have kept up ſuch a great Number of 
-bruary, and Forces, that it has not been in our Power to keep up 
ion. uch a Number of Seamen in Time of Peace as we ought to 


ave done; but what has been the Conſequence of this 


up and im? It has forced a great Number of our native and 
Houle, AWzllant Seamen into the Service of foreign Powers, and from 
to pab ence aroſe the Difficulty we found ourſelves in upon a late 
r a5 r:-Wiudden Emergency, with reſpect to the fitting out ſpeedily 
e fung powerful Squadron: This Difficulty the whole Nation was 
t appeat rely ſenſible of; and to this Difficulty we ſhall always be 
that 10 poſed, unleſs we diſband a great Number of our Land- 
e wou acer, and beſtow that Money upon keeping up a large 


ibited a 
Election 


body of Seamen. 1 
* But, Sir, I riſe up to put you in Mind, that you ought 


ithdrav WP Proportion all your Expences for the current Service of 
chat te. e Year, not only to the happy Situation of your Affairs 
the fl. broad, but to the unhappy Situation of your Affairs at 
t beor- me. Whoever conſiders this, will never give his Con- 
xcept 33 Wit to the loading the preſent Generation or their Poſterity 
hen Mr th new Taxes, and much leſs to the laying of violent 
of that ands on the Sinking Fund, when both may be prevented 
; Prepa- our fiſting upon the Payment of thoſe Sums, to which 
it coull r ue juſtly intitled from foreign Powers; and therefore, 
t Com- when we go into a Committee of Ways and Means, 
e for an order to provide for the 15,000 Seamen now to be voted, 
iy three dope you will take under your Conſideration, what I ſhall 
the for- BP preſume to mention to you. 
to the e s the keeping up of a great Number of Land- Forces 
t Aﬀair . this Idand is quite unneceſſary, and even inconſiſtent with 


its due e Nature of our happy Conſtitution, and the Freedom of 
ing put, r Government ; therefore, when any War is like to break 
un which we may probably have a Concern, we are al- 
obliged to take foreign Troops into our Pay: Whether 
ave always been in the Right when we did fo, 1s what 


1 


The 


which gave Room to think, that all thoſe Subſidies had not 


„ 


Anno 9. Geo. 1. I ſhall not now controvert; but I have always obſer, to the 
chat no foreign Prince would lend us any of his Troops, we W 
without our engaging, not only to pay them, but to grant Aſſiſt 

him a Subſidy, perhaps greater than the Pay of thoſe Troops put « 

upon their own Footing, would have amounted to ; and that Accoi 

even in Caſes where the Prince ſtood obliged, perhaps by the B 

former Treaties, to aſſiſt us with Troops at his own Expence, plain 

and often in Caſes where his own Preſervation was more in- ſtill e. 

mediately concerned in the Event of the War than ours. powe. 

« *Tis true, Sir, we are always obliged upon ſuch Occz am pc 

ſions, to have Recourſe to the Princes of the North, who we ha 

by Reaſon of their Poverty plead an Inability to ſend us, or ſuch ! 

to have ready to be ſent, the ſtipulated Succours, unleſs we, that 

by a new Contract, agree to pay them a Subſidy; which was i 

has ſome Shew of Reaſon, or at leaſt of Neceſſity, when tween 

they raiſe any new Troops for our Service; but J never Caſe 

could comprehend either the Reaſon or the Neceſſity ſo e have 

ſuch a Pretence, when they make no real Addition to the « k 

Land-Army they before kept up, nor put themſelves to our M 

one Farthing Additional Expence on Account of their Portu 


Subſidy from us. This I know has ſometimes been tis only t 
Caſe for Years together, during all which Time we have this 8. 


been ſo generous as to pay their Subſidy regularly, for en- it to t 
abling them to defray an Expence they never were at: it in ord 
leaſt, in the publick Accounts delivered to this Houle, the fu 


thoſe Subſidies have been yearly ſtated as fully and regularly lent E 
paid, in Purſuance of the Treaties we had before approvec 
of; though indeed, an Accident happened not long 289, 


been fully and regularly paid to the Princes fo intitled 9 


them. | | Th 
Nou, Sir, if we narrowly conſider our Circumſtances, ! Motio 
believe we ſhall find that we are as poor, and in as gre% Ja, 
Difficulties, as the pooreſt Prince in the North; and às v4 the or 
have lately ſent a very powerful Squadron to the Afiilanc eferr 
of a very rich Prince, I make no Doubt but that our vl bite, 
and frugal Minifters let that Prince know, before they ſent Plume 
out the Squadron, that with reſpect to him we are a Not follow, 
thern Power, and as needy as any Power he could apply i 8 
and that therefore they have obliged him to pay us 4 * 4 
large Subſidy, for the powerful Squadron we ſent to l. Paliat 
Aſſiſtance. think } 
II am very fare our Miniſters had much more Real" 1 appoin 
inſiſt upon ſuch a Subſidy, than the Miniſters of any Ne before 
thern Power ever had to inſiſt upon a Subſidy from us: 0 l app 
with reſpect to the Breach between Portugal and Spar. When 
was, in my Opinion, at leaſt, as great a Queſtion w_—_ Fence | 
them were acting upon the Offenſive, as it was with ref, @ the 
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to the Breach between Spain and the Emperor; therefore, 
we were not by any former Treaty obliged to ſend him any 
Afiſtance : Then as to the Expence, it is certain we have 


we have ever got from any of thoſe, to whom we have 
ſuch large and ſuch generous Subſidies : To this I muſt add, 
that it cannot be ſaid that the Preſervation of this Nation 
was immediately concerned in the Event of the War be- 
tween Portugal and Spain; which has generally been the 
Caſe with reſpe& to thoſe Northern Princes to whom we 
- have hitherto diſtribated our Subſidies. 

From theſe Reaſons, I am induc'd, Sir, to think that 
our Miniſters have certainly ſtipulated a large Subſidy from 
Portugal; and I have taken Notice of it upon this Occaſion, 
only to put Gentlemen in Mind to call for an Account of 
this Subſidy, at a proper Opportunity; and to appropriate 
it to the maintaining the 15,000 Seamen now to be voted; 
in order to prevent our being obliged to load the preſent or 
the future Generation with additional Taxes, or to lay vio- 
lent Hands upon that Fund, which ought always to be held 
lacred to the Payment of our publick Debts ; by which only 
ve can free our poor Labourers and Manufacturers from thoſe 
Taxes, which at preſent render the Neceſſaries of Life ſo 
much dearer in this Country than they are in any other.“ 
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ourſelves to a very conſiderable additional Expence on 


Account of the Aſſiſtance we have ſent to him; and as to 
the Benefit he has 12 from that Aſſiſtance, it appears 
plain to me, that the 


6 ranquility he has enjoyed, and does 
enjoy, has been, and is ſtill owing to nothing but the 


powerful Squadron we have ſent to his Aſſiſtance; which, I 


poſitive, is much more than can be ſaid of any Aſſiſtance 
paid 


Then the Queſtion being put on Sir Charles Wager's 


Motion, the ſame was agreed to without Oppoſition. 


Jan. 28. A Motion was made by Mr Pulteney, That 


the ordinary Eſtimate of the Navy for the Year 1736, be 
referred to a Select Committee; upon which enſued a De- 
bate, in which Mr Pulteney's Motion was ſupported by Mr 
Plumer, Mr Sandys, Sir John Barnard, and Mr Gibbon, as 


Ollows : 
Sir, | | 
Y Among the many ancient Methods of Proceeding in 
lament, drop'd by the Complaiſance of latter Times, I 
ippointing Committees to inſpect the Eſtimates that are laid 
wot us, for enforcing the Demands made, by the Crown. 
mg from the ancient Journals of this Houſe, that 
men a Demand of Money is made for anſwering the Ex- 
* of any Meaſure neceſſary for the Honour or Intereſt 
the Nation, an Eſtimate of that Expence was laid be- 
Vol, IV. | fors 


Anno 9. Seo. I. 


tunk no one more neceſſary to be re- aſſumed, than that of 


1735˙36. 


Debate on Mr Pul- 
tency's Motion for 
referring the Efti- 
mate of the Navy 
for the. Year 1730 
to a ſelect Com- 
mittee, 


Mr Walter Plumer, 
Mr Sandys. 

Sir John Barnard, 
Mr Gibbon, 
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| | [-. $28] 
Anno'9. 050.1. fore this Houſe, and a Committee appointed to examine that 
—Ettimate, to ſee whether every Article was fairly ſtated. Our 
Parliaments in thoſe Days were not ſo complaiſant as to take 
any ſuch Eſtimate upon the Credit of the Miniſters : They 
thought it incumbent upon them to ſee, with their own Eyes, 
the Neceſſity of every Article of the Expence propoſed, be- 
fore they would open their Purſe. This Method of pro- 
ceeding is, in my Opinion, proper upon all Occaſions, but 
at preſent, with reſpect to the Navy, it is become abſolutely 
neceſſary, becauſe the yearly Expence of the Navy now vaſt- 
ly exceeds what it was in former Times; and there is al- 
molt every Year ſome new Article brought into that Efti- 
mate which was never before heard of. I do not deny, Sir, 
but that it may be now neceſſary for us to keep up a much 
larger Fleet, and to keep a much greater Number of Sea: 
men in our Pay than we formerly uſed to do ; but the 
greater our Expence is that Way, the more Room there 1 
for defrauding the Publick ; and therefore we ought to be 
the more careful to prevent loading the Publick with any 
unneceſſary Article of Expence. Theſe Eſtimates, tis true, 
are laid yearly upon our Table ; but I believe no Gentle- 
man, even of thoſe who are beſt acquainted with the Affaitz 
of our Navy, will pretend to ſay, that he can from a bare 
Peruſal at our Table determine, whether the Articles of 
Expence mentioned in ſuch Eſtimates are ll neceſſary, or 
that no one of them has been overcharged? And I do not 
ſee how any Gentleman can anſwer to his Conſtituents the 
loading of them with an Expence, a great Part of which, 
for what he knows, may be altogether unneceſſary. _ 
We ought, Sir, likewiſe to take Care that ſo much Mo- 
ney may be granted as ſhall be neceſſary for our yearly Ex- 
pence; for by Eſtimates and Grants of Money which are 
afterwards found to be deficient, : eſpecially with reſpect to 
the Navy, we deceive our Conſtituents ; we do Injuſtice to 
the particular Men employed in the Navy, who are gene. 
rally obliged to ſell their Claims at a Diſcount ; we enhance 
the Price of all Materials neceſſary for the Support of the 
Navy; and we diſcourage ourSeamen from entering into the 
Service of their Country: This we have the more Realon 
to take notice of at preſent, becauſe of the great Debt that 
has been lately contracted on Account of our Navy; a moſ: 
extraordinary Debt, conſidering the ſhort Time in which it 
has been contracted, and that in a Time of profound Peace. 
And the Method, which we were laſt Year obliged to take 
for paying off a Part of it, ought to make us extremely cau 
tious of being again led into the ſame Errbr, by any fort 
Eftimates that may be laid before us; for we may remem- 


ber, that during the Time we were running ourſelves _ 
4 


(123) al 
that | fbly into that confiderable Debt, there were Eitimates year- Anne 9. Geo. II. 
Our ly laid before the Parliament, which it was pretended, coh- . 23. 
take - tained an Eſtimate of the whole Expence neceſſary for the 
hey Service of that Year. The Nation may be accidentally 
yes, drawn into an additional Expence not to be foreſeen ; but 
be that additional Expence ought always to be laid before the 
pro- very next Seſſion of Parliament, and ought to be provided 
but for within the very next Year. 
tely BM © Another Conſideration, Sir, which ought to make us 
valt- look the more narrowly into all publick Accounts, is the 
s al- great Debt the Nation groans under. A Gentleman of an 
Eſti opulent Fortune, may perhaps paſs flightly over his Stew- 
Sir, | ard's Accounts; he may even allow his Servants to heap up 
mch Expences upon him, and to charge him with new and ex- 
Sea- traordinary Articles, without inquiring whether or no there 
the was any Neceſſity for them; but a Gentleman whoſe Eſtate 
e 15 s deeply mortgaged, and cannot even ſupport the yearly _ 
o be Expence of his Family, without laying Hands upon that 
any Part of his Eſtate which ſtands appropriated for paying off 
true, old Mortgages, ought to inquire ſtrictly into the Manage- 
ntle- ment of his Stewards, and ought never to paſs any Account, 
Fairs betore he is thoroughly convinced of the Neceſſity of it. 
bare This, Sir, is our melancholy Cafe at preſent ; we cannot 
5 of provide, even for the current Service of the Year, without 
laying Hands upon that Revenue, which was long fince ap- 
propriated to the Payment of old Debts ; and therefore we 
o. gbt not to approve of any Eſtimate, till we are thoroughly 
coryinced of the Neceflity of every Article; and this can 
be d. ne only by referring them to Select Committees. 
Whether any unneceſſary Articles of Expence have been 
lately brought upon the Nacion, is what I ſhall not at pre- 
ſent pretend to determine; but that ſeveral new and extra- | | 
ordinary Articles have been of late Years brought into al- | 
moſt every Eſtimate uſually laid before us, 15 what muſt be 
own to moſt Gentlemen in this Houſe ; and no one of 
mem has ever yet been inquired into, in that Manner which 
8 neceſſary upon ſuch Occaſions. It is likewiſe well known, 
that we have had of late Years ſeveral new Offices erected, 
new Poſts eſtabliffied, and new Salaries granted, all of which 
ae 2 Charge upon the publick Revenue ; and whateyer may 
be the Caſe as to theſe new Offices, I believe, upon a proper 
wry, it would be found that we have many old Offices 
or Officers that might be ſpared, and many Salaries which 
might be altogether ſuppreſſed or very much diminiſhed. 
If the Nation were engaged in War, or.if we were in any 
Danger of being engaged in War, it would not perhaps be 
Proper to enter upon ſuch Inquiries ; but by the great Pro- 
motion lately made of General Officers, I am convinced the 
: | | . Peace 


( 124 ) 

Peace of Europe is now fully re-eſtabliſhed ; for I am per. 
ſuaded his Majeſty would not have made ſo many brave 
Gentlemen uſeleſs as Colonels, by promoting them to be 
Generals, if there had been the leaſt Ground to ſuſpe& that 
we ſhould ſoon be engaged in War: Tis true, few of thoſe 
Gentlemen lately promoted will, I believe, be brought upon 
the Eſtabliſhment as Generals, and therefore it is to be hoped 
that Promotion will not increaſe the Publick Expence ; but 
we are at preſent in a State of perfect Tranquility, therefore 
it is the moſt proper Time for us to inquire into all our 
publick Accounts; and as our Navy ought always to be 
the firſt Concern of the Parliaments of Great Britain, I ſhall 
beg Leave, Sir, to move, That a ſele& Committee be ap- 
pointed to inquire into the Eſtimate of the Navy ſor the 

n „ 
Io this it was anſwer'd by Sir Robert Walpole, Mr Ho- 


Anno g. Geo. II. 
1735˙36. 


Sir R. Walpole. 
Mr H. Walpole. 
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Mr Winnington. 
Sir W. Yonge. 
Sir Ch, Wager. 


terefore | 


ratio Walpole, Mr Winnington, Sir William Yonge, and 
| eaſe the 


Sir Charles Wager, as follows: : 


Sir, | 1 5 | 

© I ſhall not take up your Time with a Diſpute about 
the ancient Uſage in Parliament, but if there ever was any 
ſuch Method as that mentioned by the honourable Gentle- 
man who has made you this Motion, it is certain that it has 
not been followed for many Years ; and as no Cuſtom once 
eſtabliſhed, is ever laid aſide, without ſome good Reaſons 
for ſo doing, we are to preſume that if there ever was any 
ſuch Method eſtabliſhed, it was found to be inconvenient or 
unneceſſary, otherwiſe it had never been diſcontinued for ſo 
many Years. This of itſelf is a ſufficient Reaſon for our 
not re-aſſuming that Cuſtom, unleſs it could be ſhewn that 
the Publick has ſuffered by its being laid aſide; but there 
is this farther Reaſon, that our reviving ſuch a Cuſtom on 
the preſent Occaſion, would make People ſuſpect that ſome 
very great Frauds have been lately committed in the Ma- 
nagement of the publick Treaſure ; and I cannot think it 
conſiſtent with that Duty we owe to his Majeſty, to give 
the People any ſuch Alarm, when there is not the lea 
Foundation for ſuch Suſpicion. _ ES 
Perhaps there may have been ſome new Articles lately 
brought into ſome of our Eſtimates, but I do not remem- 
ber any that are very conſiderable ; and there never was 
one new Article brought in, but what appeared, at firſt View, 


mine, from a bare Peruſal of the Eſtimates at our Table, 
that the Articles of Expence mentioned in them are all ne- 
ceſſary, apd that no one Article has been overcharged; but 


to be abſolutely neceſſary for the publick Service. The ho- 
nourable Gentleman ſeems to think it impoſſible to deter- 


J cannot be of his Opinion; for I never could obſerve an) 
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Er- 
we timates laid before Parliament: The Articles are all well 
be own, becauſe it never exceeds what it was in the prece- 
hat ing Year, without ſome manifeſt Reaſon ; therefore any 
ole entleman may ſufficiently ſatisfy himſelf about every Ar- 
pon ide, by a bare Peruſal at the Table; but if upon ſuch Pe- 
ped al any Doubt ſhould ariſe, there are always, in the Com- 
but ittee of Supply, many Gentlemen able to give him as much 
fore nformation as he can with Reaſon deſire ; ſo that there 
our wer can be a Neceſſity for our referring any Eſtimate to a 
be left Committee. N 
hall The Eſtimates, yearly laid before Parliament, have al- 
ap- zys contained the whole Charge neceſſary for the Service of 
the WW enſuing Year, ſo far as could be foreſeen when thoſe 
: Wiimates were drawn. up; but as it is impoſſible to foreſee 
Ho- the Accidents that may happen in the Courſe of a Year, 
and terefore the Government may ſometimes be obliged to in- 
aſe the publick Charge, beyond what was contained in the 
ſtimate laid before the preceding Seflion of Parliament: 
out lis is an Inconvenience proceeding from the Weakneſs of 
any uman Foreſight, and cannot be removed by referring any 
itle- limate to a ſelect Committee of Parliament; for it is 
has Ipoſſivle to ſuppoſe, that any Committee can foreſee 
my ey Thing that may happen in the Courſe of a Year ; 
ſons 


it is not to be preſumed that they can foreſee Things 
fully and clearly as thoſe, who are immediately concerned 
the Adminiſtration, under whoſe Direction the Eſtimates 


our ould be found neceſſary to increaſe the publick Charge be⸗ 
that nd what was at firſt propoſed, an Account of that additio- 
here Charge certainly ought to be, and I believe has always 
n on 


therto been laid before Parliament, as ſoon as any ſuch 
i reſpe& to the Navy-Debt, ſo that its remaining ſo long 
It being referred to a ſelect Committee, but to the Inability 


n ſucceeding Year. 
| ſhall grant, Sir, that the Load of Debts this Nation 
us under at preſent is very great, but we ought to bear 
With the more Chearfulneſs, when we conſider that the 
dle was contracted in Defence of our Religion and Liber- 
5. nd ſurely no Man will grudge contributing a ſmall Part 
u yearly Revenue, towards paying the Principal and In- 
lt when he conſiders, that if it had not been for that Debt, 
would have no Property at all, But this Debt, great as it 


Dur r all contracted in Purſuance of Eſtimates yearly deli- 
425 50 Parliament, no one of which was ever referred 


to 


e generally drawn up. And if, by future Accidents, it 


«ount could be regularly made up. This was the Caſe 
lasfied, could not be owing to the Eſtimates or Accounts 


E Nation was under of providing for it out of the Grants 


ſlery either in the Eſtimate of the Navy, or in any other Aung g. Geo. Il. 
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Arno 9. Geo. Ul. to a ſelect Committee; and yet it cannot be alledged, 
the ſmalleſt Part of this Debt was unneceſſarily contra 
or that the Publick was in the leaſt defrauded by any « 
thoſe Eſtimates. I ſhall likewiſe grant that we ought » 
look narrowly into all Eſtimates laid before , but whe 
thoſe Eſtimates are plain, this may be dorie with fend 
them to a ſele& Committee; and let a private Gertlem' 
Eſtate be never ſo much mortgaged, I ſhall have no Opin 
of his Prudence, if he fate half a Year poring over an Ad 
_ which a School-boy might fully examine in half à 

Our. 
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As for new Offices, Officers, or Salaries, I have ni We: 
heard of any lately erected, and if any of them ſhould ke Peo 
appear in the Eſtimates delivered into this Houſe, it will H eh com 
be Time enough to inquire particularly, into them. 4s ot | am 
the late Promotion of General Officers, I hope no Gentemi med, 
will find Fault with it; both becauſe there was no ac hνjqe to be 
Expence thereby brought upon the Nation, and b«c.ule iet ever 
was abſolutely neceſſary to give our Officers that N Money 
which their Services have intitled them to, in order that tees, w. 
may be upon an equal Footing with their Cotem poraries "iQ them ; 
the Service of thoſe Foreign Powers with whom we ar: Wt a Ma 
Alliance; oth& wiſe, in caſe we ſhould find it neceſſary s paſs 
join our Forces with any foreign Power, an Officer nt terer e 
Britiſh Service, by not being promoted ſoon enough to hatt 
Rank he deſerved, might find himſelf under a Necelity ed to | 
ſubmitting to be commanded by a foreign Officer of not ne The 


ſo long ſtanding in the Army; for every one knows, that i brough 
Detachments from confederate Armies, the Officers general re imp 
ly roll, firſt according to their Ranks in the Army, and tegen on ti 


grand 
Majel 
nor hi 
employ 


according to the Dates of their Commiſſions. 
To conclude, Sir, if there were any very new aud el 
traordinary Articles in the Eſtimate of the Navy now unde 
Conſideration, if Gentlemen could ſhew any doubtful Artic! 
in it, which could not be immediately ſet in a clear Light 


there might be ſome Reaſon. for agreeing to the Motion n ove 
made to us; but as there is no Charge in it but what is uu Eftim 
al, I therefore cannot think there is any Occaſion for ou Pave { 
referring it to a ſele& Committee.” | The 
N 3 ä 9 not 
To this it was replied by the ſame Members who were, ane 
for the Motion as follows: | Put) 
Sir, 1 VEE er wa: 
Mc. Pulteney, . The honourable Gentlemen are much in the Right not t £ add 
Mr Walter Plumer, diſpute wherher there was ever ſuch a Cuſtom, as that ut 1 8 
Sir Fehn Barnard, tioned by the honourable. Gentleman who made 90 tn 5 m 
Mr Gybbon, Motion, becauſe it would be immediately determined b ee u 


ferring to the Journals of the Houſe ; it mult ther |. Ris wha 
; 
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eding, but how it came to be laid aſide is a Queſtion of a 


ablihed is never laid aſide without ſome Reaſon ; but that 


20% ht | 

at whe eaſon is often very far from being a good one: In the preſent 
- ſen c, it is to be preſumed, that this Cuſtom of referring pub- 
rtleman E Accounts and Eſtimates to ſelect Committees, was found 
\ Opinion be very troubleſome to Miniſters ; and this was the true 
an A eadon for its being laid aſide; but this was ſo far from be- 


| half oi good Reaſon for laying it aſide, that it will always be 


ſirong Reaſon for re- aſſuming that laudable Cuſtom, 


lave no! We i. told, Sir, that the reviving of this Cuſtom will 
ould re People ſuſpect, that ſome very great Frauds have been 
will te ch committed in the Management of the publick Treaſure : 
4; vi | am of Opinion, that the Nation will be much more 


prmed, at leaſt I am ſure they'll have much greater Rea- 
| to be alarmed, if they ſee their Repreſentatives in Parlia- 
ent every Year receiving Eftimates for molt prodigious Sums 


entlema 
G/it100; 
Ciule1 


t Ba Money, and granting all the Sums deſired by ſuch Eſti- 
that tie res, without ever making the leaſt Inquiry into any one 
oraries 1 them ; for in private Life it is moſt natural to ſuppoſe 
ve are Pt a Man will be cheated by his Servants, if he ſhould al- 
eſſary s paſs ſuch Accounts as they are pleaſed to bring in, with- 
r in t tever examining into any one; and it is not to be ſuppo- 
þ to that the Servants of the Publick are honeſter, or leis in- 
ceflity e ed to pilfer, than the Servants of private Men. 

not neal The Duty we owe to his Majeſty, ought never, Sir, to 
, that i brought into any Debate in this Houſe ; but it was never 
ocnera Wore improperly brought in, than it is now by the Gentle- 
and re on the other Side of the Queſtion ; for as this Houle is 


e grand Inqueſt of the Nation, we ought to inquire for 


aud eie King as well as for the People: We are in ſome Manner 


» unde Majelty's Truſtees, and ought to take Care, that neither 
| Artic tor his People be cheated by the Servants or Officers 
ir Light employs ; and therefore it is inconſiſtent with that Duty 
ion nag Owe to his Majetty, to paſs any Accounts, or agree to 
at is Elimates preſented to us by his Officers or Servants, till 
for ou hare ſtrictly examined the Truth of every Article. 


The new Articles lately introduced into our Eſtimates, 
ho were oe and the additional Charge upon all the old Articles, 
a yearly to a very conſiderable Sum; and I confeſs I 
er Was fo clear-fighted as to ſee at firſt View, that al 


nt not Mete additional Charges were abſolutely neceſlary ior the 
hat men nick Service. The Gentlemen ſay, that the ſeveral Ar- 
you UF E mn our Eſtimates are all well known, and that the 
1 by e e upon each is likewiſe known, becauſe it never ex- 
hereto what it was in the preſent Year, without ſome manifeſt 


fand Reaſon: 


y different Nature. I ſhall agree, that a Cuſtom once 


not perhaps be very conſiderable, but the Charge upon 


nd admitted, that there was once ſuch a Method of Pro- Anne 9. Geo. 11, 


1735-36. 


— ͤà—— 


— —— — 5 CO TT". 


Y 2 p 1 — — 
. ͤ y ³·¹m A Wy 
— — — — — a 
. — — — — — — EVI 


5 „„ 


Anno 9. Geo. . Reaſon: This, Sir, might be ſome Satisfaction, if an 
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y ſtrict Inquiry had lately been made into any of our Fp;. 
mates; but as no Inquiry has been made for many Year, 
we do not know but Frauds may have been introduced feye. 
ral Years ſince, and continued to this very Day; therefore, 
it can be no Satisfaction to any Man, who has never exz- 
mined any of thoſe Articles, to find that they do not exceed 
the Charge upon the ſame Articles for ſeveral Years pal. 
But, Sir, I will take upon me to affirm, that moiſt of the 
Articles in all our Eſtimates ; eſpecially that of the Nay, 
are of ſuch a Nature, that it is impoſſible to ſay whether 

they are overcharged or not, without examining into them 
every Year: This every Man muſt be convinced of, who 
will but look into the ſeveral Articles of the Eſtimate of the 
Navy now upon our Table. 
mine how much will be neceſſary for maintaining ſuperan- 
nuated Sea-Officers, or for paying Penſions, without inquir- 

ing yearly into the Number and Quality of ſuch Officer 
or Penſions ? Can any Gentleman determine how much wil 
be neceſſary for Half-Pay to Sea-Officers, without inquiring 
every Year into the Number and Rank of ſuch Officers! 
It is impoſſible ; becauſe by the very Nature of the Service, 
it muſt vary every Year; and moſt of the other Articles of 
the ordinary Eſtimate of the Navy will be found to be of tie 
fame Nature; therefore, I am ſurprized to hear it ſaid, that 
the Charge upon any of theſe Articles can be well known 
to any Member of this Houſe, or that its not exceeding tie 
Charge upon the ſame Article in former Years, can be al 
Argument for the Juſtneſs of the Charge in any Time de 
come. „„ 
„ have, Sir, many Queſtions taſk, which I think neceſi- 
ry for my Information, in relation to every Article of this 
Eſtimate; but it would be ridiculous to expect the proper 
Information from any Gentlemen in this Houſe, were ſe 
never ſo well acquainted with the Affairs of the Navy, be: 
cauſe every Article of the Eſtimate refers to a long particd- 
lar Account, which ought to be examined, before any oder 
Gentleman can have that Satisfaction, which we ought ie 
have as Truſtees both for the King and the People. It 
impoſſible for Gentlemen to diſcover the Fraud of any Ate 
ticle in an Eſtimate, or to ſtate their Objections in any te. 
gular Method, without examining Perſons, Papers, and Re 
cords, which cannot be done but by referring the —— 
to a Select Committee, with proper Powers ſor that Furpor 


Il this be done, I ſhall think it worth while to fte * 


Queſtions as are neceſſary for my Information; and 
be glad to find the Suſpicions I at preſent enteria'n 
without any Foundation. 


Can any Gentleman deter- | 
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ba What was contained in the Eſtimates of late, yearly laid anno 9. Geo. 11. 
e before us, or whether they contained an Account of all 1735-36. 
fene the annual Charge that could be foreſeen, I cannot deter- 


mine; for there is ſo little Satisfaction to be got from pe- 


8 ruſing Accounts at our Table, that I never gave myſelf the 
(coed Trouble ; but this I can ſay, that if they contained an Ac 
va count of all the Charge then neceſſary, it is very extraordi- 


nary, that our Foreſight ſhould run above 100,000 1. in Debt 
yearly upon the Article of the Navy only. 'This I cannot 
| believe, and therefore I am afraid that theſe Eſtimates were 
made deficient on purpoſe to conceal, for ſome Time, fron: 
the Nation the Expence our Meaſures had made neceflary ; 


f tie 
Navy, 
ether 
them 
who 


K the becauſe, as our Navy is a favourable Article, it was expected 
FW, that the Parliament would readily agree, without any In- 
pern. | quiry, to make that Deficiency good, whenever it ſhould be 
nquir- thought neceſſary to make Application for that Purpoſe. I 
icon am likewiſe at a Loſs to determine whether there was, every 
+ wil Year, laid before Parliament an Account of the Deficiency 
rng WH of the Grants for the former Year with reſpect to our Navy : 
Oe But if ſuch an Account was regularly laid every Year before 
eric Parliament, it is with me a very ſtrong Argument for re- 
cles of ſerring every Account and every Eſtimate to Select Commit- 
of the tees; for the Diſadvantages attending our running into a 
d, that long Arrear are ſo evident, that I am ſure this Houſe would 
nom not have allowed that Arrear to remain ſo long unſatisfied, if 
ng the proper Notice had been taken of the Accoumt of thoſe Ar- 
de an rears, which, tis ſaid, were yearly laid upon our Table. 


ne o This ſhews that moſt of the Gentlemen of this Houſe ex- 


ot Table, and therefore never give themſelves the Trouble to 
of this look over them, which proves the Neceſſity of referring all 
\prope ſuch Accounts to be examined by Select Committees. 
tere be J am convinced, that if the ancient Method of in- 
y, be quring into all Accounts and Eſtimates, by Select Commit- 
particu tees, had been conſtantly obſerved, the Debt the Nation now 
iy ocher abours under, would never have riſen to ſo large a Sum, 
aght to nor would ſo ſmall a Part of it been paid off in above twenty 
"1 rears profound Peace. The great Haſte made in contract- 
any A- ng it, and the ſlow Steps in pay ing it off, is another Argu- 
any fe- ment for our beginning to look a little more narrowly into 
and Re- our Affairs, which can be done only by reviving that ancient 
Eſtimate ethod of Proceeding, which the honourable Gentleman has 
Purpoſe "as moved far, with reſpect to the Eſtimates of the Navy 
aſk Juch or this Year. 
4 I hal rie What the honourable Gentlemen may mean by Myſte- 
tain, ale 5 2 I do not know; but to me every Article 
| 8 Eſtimate now before us ſeems a Myſtery, and mult 
« What v. a Myſtery to every Gentleman, who has never ſeen 
| 0b, IV. N | the 


pect no Satisfaction from a Peruſal of zny Account at our 
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ar.no g Geo. 1, the particular Account to which each Article refers. Can 
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any Gentleman underſtand the very firſt Article, which i 
upwards of 28,0001. per Annum *, without having looked 
into the particular Account of what is paid for Salaries and 
other Charges to the Lords of the Admiralty, the Commiſ. 
fioners of the Navy, the Secretaries, Officers, Clerks, and 
Contingencics relating thereto ? Or can any Gentleman fay, 
that this whole Sum is abſolutely neceſſary, without having 
examined whether ſuch Commiſſioners, Secretaries, Officers, 
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and Clerks, are all neceſſary for ſupporting the Buſineſs of Thi 
that Office, and that ſuch Salaries are neceſlary for ſupport- warth, 
ing ſuch Officers? Let us look into every other Article of | Sandy: 
the Eſtimate, and we ſhall find the ſame Myſtery, There-. Winni 

fore, inſtead of our not being able to ſhew any Article that Condu 

is myſterious, I muſt deſire the Gentlemen of the other Side in the 

of the Queſtion to ſhew me any one Article that is not my- WW #6 

ſterious; eſpecially, conſidering that no Inquiry has been Officer 

made into either of the Articles, I believe I may ſay, with- Debts, 

in the Memory of any Gentleman now in this Houſe. ſtandir 

I hope, Sir, a Negative will not be put upon this Que- paid tc 

ſtion; for it will certainly give too juſt an Alarm to the lows. 

People of this Nation; they will imagine, that there muſt 8 

be Errors, and even Frauds, in the Eſtimates and Accounts 99 

delivercd into Parliament, when the very Gentlemen who Debt \ 

deliver them, or at leaſt thoſe who are principally concern- lick N 

ed in the making them up, prevent any Inquiry into the vent i 

Juſtice of them: Thereſore, if Gentlemen are reſolved to that \ 

diſagree with the Motion, I hope for their own Sakes, and and I 

for the Honour of Parliament, -they will put the previous This c 

Queſtion, inſtead of putting a Negative upon the Queſtion adds t. 

now before us.“ . „ 1 known 

The Queltion being then put upon the Motion, it was cipal 

carried in the Negative by 256 to 155. . of oth 
Bon, te hehe Jan. 29. A Motion was made, That an humble Addreis expect 
King for a tuther be preſented to his Majeſty, to acquaint him with the Res- the le: 
Forces. daineſs, wherewith his faithful Commons had agreed to the ſore it 
Continuance of the extraordinary Expence, which he had Natio: 

thought neceſſary in the preſent Juncture; in which Reſolu- preven 

tion they had concurred with the greater Chearfulneſs, as 4 rom | 

grateful Return to his Royal Goodneſs, in ordering ſo confi- Part o 

derable a Reduction of his Forces both by Sea and Land, We do 

as ſoon as the preſent Poſture of Affairs would permit; and ours, 

in full Confidence, that it was his Royal Intention, as ſoon penſiy 

as there ſhould be a more perfect Reconciliation among the in the 

ſeveral our IL 

ſuch | 

| * In the ordinary Eſtimate of the Navy, for the Tear 1736, 28,06: 1. gage 

145. 1 d. 7s changed for Commiſſioners of the Navy, with the Secretaits5) lntere 


Officers, Clerks, Iuſtraments, and Com ingencies relating thereto, 
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of his Forces, as night be conſiſtent with the Security and 
Dignity of his Majeity's Royal Perſon and Government, and 
| with our preſent happy Conſtitution; not doubting, but that, 
| from his Fatherly Compaſſion to his People, he would be 
E graciouſly pleaſed to direct, that whatever Land-Force ſhould 
| thereafter be thought neceſſary, ſhould be eſtabliſhed in ſuch 
a Manner, as ſhould make the Saving more ſenſible, and the 
future Burthen leſs grievous to the Nation. 
This Motion was ſupported by Mr John Pitt, Lord Pol- 
warth, Mr Pulteney, Mr Gybbon, Sir John Barnard, Mr 
Sandys, and Mr Walter Plumer ; and was oppos'd by Mr 
Winnington, Col. Bladen, Sir William Yonge, and Mr 
| Conduit. But the Queſtion being at laſt put, in Was carried 

in the Negative without a Diviſion, 1 

February 2. The Houſe having ordered, that the proper 
Officer ſnould lay before them an Account of all the publick 
Debts, at the Receipt of his Majeſty's Exchequer, due or 
ſtanding out at Chriſtmas, 1735, with the annual! Intereſt 


lows. | 
Sir, | 5 

Every Man is now, I believe, convinced that the great 
Debt we groan under, is a moſt heavy Clog upon all pub- 
lick Meaſures, and will certainly, while it continues, pre- 
vent its being in our Power to act upon any Occaſion with 
that Vigour we onght, either in Vindication of the Honour 
and Intereſt of this Nation, or in Defence of our Allies. 
This of itſelf is a moſt terrible Misfortune, but what ſtill 
adds to it is, that theſe our unlucky Circumftances are well 
known to all our Neighbours, which is, I believe, the prin- 


of other Nations; and while this Load continues we may 


the leaſt Pretence for ſo doing. In ſuch Circumſtances there- 
fore it is the moſt pernicious Thing we can do, to run the 
Nation any farther in Debt by creating new Funds, or to 


from being religiouſly applied to the extinguiſhing yearly a 
Part of that Debt contracted before the Year 1716; for if 
ve do ſo in Time of Peace, it will convince our Neigh- 
ours, that it would be impoſſible for us to ſupport an ex- 
penſive War, which will of courſe render us contemptible 
in the Eyes of all foreign Nations. And with reſpect to 
dur Domeſtick Affairs, the Conſequences of purſuing any 
ach Meaſure are full as pernicious ; for every new Mort- 
rage we make, becomes a ſort of Prop for ſupporting the 
Intereſt payable upon the former ; whereas we ought to 

UE ule 


cipal Cauſe of our having fo little Influence on the Councils 


expect to be inſulted by them, as often as tbey can find 


prevent that Fund, which was long ſince appropriated, 


ſeveral Powers of Europe, to make ſuch farther Reduction e 9. Geo. I. 
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Mr John Pitt. 
Lord Polwatt!:, 
Mr Pul:cney, 

Mr Gybbon, 

Sir John Bari,a'd, 
Mr Sandy s. 

Mr WV. Plumer. 
Mr Winnington, 
Col. Bladen. 


Sir W. Yonyee, 


Mr Conduit. 


pad ror the ſame ; Mr Sandys ſtood up, and ſpoke as fol- 


Mr Sandys's Mo- 
tion for raiſing, 
within the Year, 
the Supplies no- 
ceffary for the 
current Service. 
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the Encouragement of Trade among us, but to encreaſe the 
Sinking Fund, which would enable us to pay off all our old 
Debts much ſooner, than it will otherwiſe be poſſible for us 
to do: Nay, I am almoſt certain, that if no new Debt 
had been contracted ſince the Year 1716, nor any Part of 
the Sinking Fund converted to other Uſes than it was or. 
ginally deſigned for, the Intereſt upon all our Funds would 
ave been Jong ſince reduced to 31. per Cent. and a much 
greater Part of our old Debt would have been paid, by 
which we ſhould have been enabled to have taken of fome 
of thoſe heavy Taxes, under which the poor Labourers ard 


Manufacturers have groaned for ſo many Years. The load- 


ing Poſterity with new Debts, in order to give a little Eaſe 
to the preſent Generation, may be a good temporary Expe- 
dient for a Miniſter; and may prevent the People's making 
too particular an Inquiry into that Expence, which his Mex 
ſures have brought upon them: But it is a moſt perti- 
cious Expedient both for the Royal Family, and for the Na. 


tion in general. For when any Sum of Money is raiſed for 


the Service of the enſuing Year, by contracting a new Debt, 
and creating a new Fund for the Payment of that Debt, it 
is ſubjecting the Nation to pay at leaſt double that Sum in 
the End; becauſe in every ſuch Caſe, the Nation is obliged 
to pay Intereſt for the Money raiſed, and the Expences of col. 
lecting for many Years, beſides paying the Principal at laſt; 


this ſhews the Loſs the Nation ſuſtains by the contracting 


of any ſuch Debt for the current Service. By a long 
Continuation of ſuch Meaſures the People may come to 
be ſo loaded with Taxes, and thoſe Taxes ſo much engaged 
for the Payment of former Mortgages, that it may be im- 
poſſible for his Majeſty, or ſome of his Succeſſors, to vin- 
dicate the Rights of the Nation, without loading them 
with heavier Taxes than they are able to bear, which 


may very probably raiſe a general Diſaffection againſt out 


preſent happy Eſtabliſhment ; and may be of the moſt dange 


rous Conſequence even to the Creditors themſelves ; for if 
ever we ſhould be reduced to ſuch Circumſtances, that el 
ther the Nation muſt be ruined, or the publick Creditors le 


unpaid, it is eaſy to ſee which Side of the Dilemma would 


be choſen. The proper Method to prevent our running into 
Debt is to diminiſh our yearly Expence ; but as the Num- 
ber of our Forces for the Service of the enſuing Year has 
already been agreed to; I cannot now propoſe any Din 
nution of our Expence for this Year. We have already grant. 
ed a great Part of the Supplies neceſſary for the Service, and 
we are to go this Day into a Committee of Ways and Mew 
tor railing thoſe Supplies. What Methods may then be 7 
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poſed for that Purpoſe I do not know; but as I am of O- Anno 9. Geo. 11 
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Debate thereon, 
Sir John Barnard. 
Mr Will: mot. 
Sir W. Yonge. 
Mr Winningten. 
r Heathcote, 
Sir R. Walpole. 


for 
the inion, th Conſiderati il wi 
pinion, that no Conſideration ou ht to prevail 
old | contract any new Debt, or to Sos "Gat F 3 
5 ſtands appropriated for the Payment of the old, I ſhall take 
: y the Liberty to make a Motion which I hope the Houle will 
- ws to, "aha if our uſual F unds cannot anſwer the Service 
3 8 ve a on y agreed to, I think it will be better to lay 
= ome ow axes upon the Luxuries of Life, than to create 
' g = "unds ; otherwiſe we run the Hazard of reducing our 
15 | Pol _ to the Want even of the Neceſſaries of Life, that 
2 we ou elves may live in Afluence; for this Reaſon, before 
** | 0 e the Committee of Ways and Means, I ſhall take 
_— ord wy 5 move to reſolve, That this Houſe will raiſe 
he 5 in = Hoy the Supplies neceflary for the current Ser- 
OY ng NN, r Sandys being ſeconded by Sir John Barnard and 
OY illimot, the ſame was oppoſed by Sir William Yon 
ea Mr Winnington, Mr Heathcote, and Sir Rob oh 
en rd . ir Robert Walpole as 
2 Na- Sir, 
3 f If the Queſtion, now before us, depended ſolely upon the 
N ; 22 r; ee has at preſent in the Councils of all 
gh . rk 8 of Europe, or upon the Regard our Neighbours 
lee 3 ow by this Nation in all their Meaſures, a few 
1＋ er would be ſufficient to ſhew, that we ought not to 
11 on to any ſuch Reſolution as has been propoſed ; for it is 
"tn = = that we never had a greater Influence than we have 
w. A in every Court of Europe, and that Influence is 
. _ upon the ſtrongeſt Reaſon ; becauſe our Neighbours 
ol . ow very well, that we have now two Funds ſufficient 
44 ou pporting any War we may be engaged in, and which 
Ger e l ſuch Occaſion make uſe of, without over- 
= ang ' 5 e Subject, or raiſing Diſcontent in the Nation; 
Kr. hy ele Ly unds are the Land-Tax and the Sinking-Fund. 
oy I 8 arded Gentlemen would think it hard to pay 4s. 
A. Ar ound Land- Tax, during a Time of Peace, yet they 
957 oe or certainly grudge that Tax, if they ſaw the Na- 
by: "ao 5 willy involved in a War; and tho' the Sinking- 
aa Ranch 5 2 applied in the moſt religious Manner to the 
. Ae of our old Debts, yet, in Caſe of a War, I believe 
© int 3 2 will ſay, but that it would be proper to ſaſ- 
"Tang Ry. ach Payments ( eſpecially as none of the publick 
pe on 2 deſirous of having their Money) and to apply 
* — 5 towards ſupporting the War; ſo that our Neigh- 
ns; 0s 4 extremely well that we have a Revenue of above 
10 Ale 3 our uſual Supplies, which we may 
| = OO = We a War without laying any new Tax 
| I ſhall 
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© I ſhall admit, Sir, that the Sinking Fund would be: 
Gainer, by the Reduction of the Intereſt payable upon the 
old Funds, and that it would be an Advantage to the Na. 
tion to have the Sinking Fund increaſed ; but I very much 
queſtion if it would be poſſible to reduce the Intereſt payable 
upon our old Funds lower than it is at preſent, even tho' we 


ſhould never hereafter contract one Shilling new Debt. 1 


have indeed heard of a great many Projects for that Purpoſe; 


and ſome of them have appeared well in Theory, but when 


they came to be examined, it has always been found that 
they would not do in Practice, and therefore they have been 
laid afide : Befides, Sir, it would be an Experiment of the 
moſt dangerous Conſequence, to reduce the Intereſt payable 
upon our old Funds lower than it is at preſent, becauſe it 
would probably induce Foreigners to draw their Money all 
at once out of our Funds, which would of courſe bring our 
publick Credit into great Diſtreſs, and would drain us of all 


the ready Specie now circulating in the Nation; and if the 
publick Credit of the Nation ſhould be once brought into 
any great Diſtreſs, moſt of our own People would take the 
Alarm, which would run it ſo low, that the Reſtoring of it 


would be impracticable. | 


* Another Confideration, Sir, of great Weight with me, 


is, That we cannot well reduce the Intereſt upon our publick 
Funds any lower than it is at preſent, without reducing at 


the ſame Time the Intereſt of Money in general; and Iam 
_ perſuaded the reducing the Intereſt of Money in general, t0 


a lower Rate than what it is at preſent, would bring great 
Difficulties upon all Ranks of Men in the Kingdom. With 


reſpect to the publick Creditors the Difficulties are apps 


rent; for a third Part of their yearly Income has been taken 
from them by the Reduction already made; and if a farther 


Reduction of one per Cent. ſhould be made, they would 


then have but one half of that Revenue, which they ſuppoſcd 


they were to have when they firlt lent their Money to the 
Publick. ; 


Then with reſpect to the Landed Gentlemen, the tt 


ducing Intereſt ſo low would be a great Hardſhip, for they 


would be obliged to give each of their younger Children at 
leaſt 5 or 60001. whereas when Intereſt is at 5 or 6 Per 
Cent. one half of that Sum will enable them to live in à 
genteel Manner; ſo that the reducing of Intereſt ſo low 


would lay all our Landed Gentlemen under a Neceſſity of 
ruining their Eſtates, or at leaſt of mortgaging them ver) 


deeply, to provide for their younger Children. And laſtly, 
Sir, with reſpect to the Trading Part of the Nation, it!“ 
very well known, that every Branch of Trade in the K1ng- 


dom is already ſo overſtocked, that it is almoſt impoſihs 
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and a farther Reduction of Intereſt would drive fo many 


into Trade, that no Man could live by any Trade he could 


engage in. Even our Borrowers of Money, Sir, or Gentle- 
men who owe any Money at Intereſt, would be reduced to 
great Difficulties ; for the Profit to be got by lending Money, 
or by leaving Money in any Man's Hand at Intereſt, would 
be ſo ſmall, that no Man would think of employing it in that 
Way ; this would of courſe bring a general Demand upon 
all thoſe in the Kingdom who owe any Money at Intereſt, 
and at the ſame Time would render it impoſſible for them 
to find any Money for anſwering that Demand. From all 
which I think it inconſiſtent with the publick Good of the 
Nation, and with that of every particular Man, to reduce 


at preſent. Whatever may be the Conſequence with reſpect 
to Miniſters, I am very certain, Sir, it would be an Expe- 
dient of very bad Conſequence with reſpect to his preſent 
Majeſty, to load his People with Taxes which they may 
think unneceſſary ; for the People will always pay volunta- 
ti and freely ſuch Taxes as they think are abſolutely ne- 
eſſary for the Support of the Nation, but it will always 
raiſe Diſaffection to the King upon the Throne, to load the 
People with Taxes which they think unneceſſary at the 
Time they are laid on. It is for this Reaſon that in Time 
of War, a Government may venture to ſubje& the People 
to Taxes, which would raiſe terrible Complaints, if they 
would be raiſed in Time of Peace; and for the ſame Rea- 
ſon I am of Opinion, that we ought rather to convert a Part 
of the Sinking Fund to the current Service of the Year, 


Paying off any of our old Debts, and as none of the publick 
Creditors deſire to have their Money, I am convinced the 
Generality of the People would think it unneceſſary to load 
dem with any new Tax, when they know we have ſuch a 


Urrent Service of the Year ; and therefore we may pre- 
lame, that the loading of them at preſent with any new Tax 
would raiſe a general Diſaffection to his preſent Majeily's 


dous Expedient. 
lt has been ſaid, that by contracting a new Debt, and 
eating a new Fund for the current Service of the Year, 
e Nation comes at laſt to be loaded with double the Sum 
0 raiſed, by Means of the Intereſt and Expences of Manage- 
nent, which they are obliged to pay yearly till the Princi- 
pal be paid off: But I cannot. admit of the Juſtneſs 1 5 
alcu- 


the Intereſt payable upon our publick Funds lower than it is 


than to increaſe any of our old Taxes, or load the People 
vith any new; for as there is at preſent no Demand for 


Fund, to which we may have Recourſe for making good the 


lon and Government, and conſequently be a moſt perni- 


for one half of our Tradeſmen to live by their Bufineſs ; Anno 9. Geo, 13, 
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1735-30. 


mitted to the Offices already erected, ſo that it has occa. 


the Year, does not he loſe the Intereſt of that 10 8. for all 


the uſual Taxes ſhall be found inſufficient for that Purpole, 


ſome old Taxes, or by laying on new Taxes, or by taking 


_ conſidering the heavy Load that has for many Years lain 


Weight upon all the Subjects, in Proportion to their yea!) 
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ment, it is well known that no new Debt we have lately 
contracted, has occaſioned any great new Expence; becauſe 
the Fund for paying off that Debt has always been com- 


ſioned no additional Expence, but that of adding perhaps 
two or three Under Clerks to ſome of the Offices before 
eſtabliſhed : And as to the Intereſt paid yearly by the Na. 
tion, does not every private Man fave that Intereſt yearly, 
or make as much by the Share which he muſt have contri- 
buted to that principal Sum; in caſe it had been raiſed with. 
in the Year ? If every Man in the Nation ſhould be oblige 
this Year to contribute 10 8. towards the current Service of 


Years to come? And if by borrowing a Sum of Money upon 
the publick Credit at 3 or 4 per Cent. that 10 8. ſhould be 
left in every private Man's Pocket, may he not make eyery 
Year 5 per Cent. of that Money ſo left in his Pocket? From 
hence it mult be granted, that the contracting of a ney 
Debt at a low Intereſt, inſtead of raiſing the Money within 


the Year, is an Advantage rather than a Loſs to the Nation 
in general. | | 


As the Forces neceſſary for the Service of the er- 
ſuing Year both by Sea and Land, have been already agreed 
to, they muſt be provided for ſome Way or other; and if 


every one knows we have but three Ways to make good 
that Deficiency. We muſt make it good either by increaſing 


ſo much from the Sinking Fund as will make good that 
Deficiency. As for the firſt Method, none of our old Taxes 
will admit of any Increaſe, except the Land-T'ax ; and, 


upon the Landed Gentlemen of this Kingdom, I am realy 


ſurprized, that they have ſo long allowed themſelves to be 


ſo loaded by the Trading Intereſt ; therefore for the ſake of 
Prudence, as well as Juſtice, we ought not to think of it- 
creaſing the Land-Tax; and I hope, in all our future Mea- 
ſures, we ſhall impoſe ſuch Taxes as may fall with an equal 


Revenues or Profits, whether thoſe yearly Revenues and Pro- 
fits proceed from Land, Trade or Money. With reſpect to 
the ſecond Method, I wiſh with all my Heart ſeveral of inc 
Luxuries which have been lately introduced, or very much 
increaſed, were taxed more heavily than they are at preſent: 
But I am of Opinion, that it is a dangerous Experiment i 
lay on any new Tax, in a Time of profound Peace, ev 
upon the Luxuries of Life ; eſpecially as it is l 
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known, that we have another Fund to which we may have Anno 9. Ceo. If, 


Recourſe, without injuring in the leaſt the publick Credit of — om 


the Nation, or laying any additional Load upon any Rank 


of People: And if we ſhould venture upon any ſuch Mea- 
ſure, it would not be proper to make uſe of any ſuch Tax 


for the current Service of the Vear, becauſe it is impoſſible 
to gueſs how much the Produce of a new Tax will amount 
to, and I cannot think it would be right to appropriate an 
uncertain Produce for the Payment of a certain Sum. Tt 
is well known, that a great Part of the Debts we are now 
loaded with, and of which ſome Gentlemen take all Occa- 
ſions to complain in the moſt grievous Manner, were occa- 
fioned by that very Method of laying on a new Tax, the 
Produce of which muſt always be uncertain, and appropri- 
ating that uncertain Produce towards the Payment of a cer- 
tam Sum; therefore if Gentlemen have a Mind to lay any 
new Taxes upon the Luxuries of Life, I ſhall not be againit 
it; but I hope they will order the whole Produce to remain 
in the Exchequer, in order to attend the future Diſpoſition 
of Parliament; for before next Seſſion the Amount of ſuch 
new Tax will be known, or may be nearly gueſſed at, and 
then it may ſafely be appropriated to the current Service 
of the then enſuing Year ; or be made a Fund for anſwering 
the current Service of that Year. Whether the uſual "Taxes 
will be ſufficient to anſwer the Services already voted, and 
the other Services that may be thought neceſſary for the 
enſuing Year, I ſhall not pretend to determine ; but if they 
are not, I think it is plain that we muſt have Recourſe to the 
dinking Fund, as the moſt proper Method of providing for 
any Deficiency : However, we are not at preſent to deter- 
mine this Queſtion abſolutely ; when Gentlemen begin to 
conſider of Ways and Means for raiſing the Sums neceſlary 
for the Service of the enſuing Year, they ought, and they 
certainly will agree to raiſe them in that Manner, which 
ſhall appear to be the leaſt burthenſome to the People; and 
therefore I think it would be very wrong in us, to reſtrain 
ourſelves in the Manner propoſed by the Motion now before 
us. But that we may be left altogether free to do in this 
Reſpect what we may think proper when we go into the 
Committee of Ways and Means, I ſhall propoſe, that the 


previous Queſtion may be put, with regard to the Queſtion 
now before us.” : 


To this it was replied by the ſame Members, who were Mr Sandys. 


l Mr WIlimot. 
Sir, | 
It has been often obſerved, That new Meaſures muſt al- 


Ways be fupported by new Doctrines, and it may as jultly be 
obſerved, that wrong Meaſures muſt be ſupported by wrong 
8 


Vor. IV. Doctrines. 


Sir John Barr ard. 
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that private Alliance, by which they parcelled out among 


more: Foreigners, Sir, know our Circumſtances better than 


wie think neceſſary, even in Time of Peace, without run- 
ning ourſelves into ſome new Debt, to the Amount of 5 or 
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now before us. The Doctrines advanced in favour of that 
Meaſure againſt which the preſent Queſtion is intended, are 
all ſo deceitful, that they are a plain Proof that the Meaſure 
muſt be wrong. What Influence our Miniſters may think 
they have in the Councils of Foreign Powers, I ſhall not ce. 
termine ; but I am ſure it does not appear that we have any 
great Influence, either from the Advantages that have been 
lately obtained in Favour of this Nation, or from the late 
Behaviour of ſome of our Neighbours towards our Allies, 
I hope it will not be ſaid, that the Courts of Vienna and 
Madrid had any great Regard for us, when they concluded 
that Treaty of Vienna which produced the Treaty of 
Hanover, and made ſuch a Buſtle in Europe; and I am 
ſure it cannot be faid, that the Courts of Paris, Madrid, 
and Turin, ſhewed any great Regard for us, when they made 


them, our Ally the Emperor's Dominions in Italy ; nor 
can it, I think, be ſaid, that the Emperor placed any great 
Confidence in our Aſſiſtance, when, in order to obtain 2 


Peace, he agreed to yield up to France the whole Dutchy of 
Lorrain. | | 


I have not the Honour, Sir, to be in the Secret of A. 
fairs, therefore I muſt judge from publick Appearances; 
and from them it is to me evident, that our Influence has of 
Jate greatly decayed, and will, I am afraid, decay more and 


we ſeem to do ourſelves : They know that now, after a 
'Term of twenty Years Peace, our publick Debts are very near 
as great, and our Circumſtances as bad as they were at the 
End of the laſt War: They know that by a Land-Tax of 
2 8. in the Pound, we cannot provide for the yearly Supplies 


600,000 1. yearly, or taking ſo much from the Sinking 
Fund; and they know that, as the Sinking Fund we now 
have ariſes wholly from our Conſumptions being much 
greater in Time of Peace than in Time of War, the great 
eſt Part of it would be annihilated in caſe we ſhould engage 
ina War ; from which, every Foreigner muſt conclude, 
and I ſhould think every Engliſhman too, that with 4 5. in 
the Pound Land-Tax, we could not raiſe 500,000 1. a Yea! 
more than has been found neceſſary for ſupporting our G0. 
vernment in Time of Peace; and that therefore we could 
not ſupport a War without loading the People with man) 
new Taxes, or greatly increaſing thoſe we now have; nel 
ther of which, J am afraid, our People would patiently ſub- 
mit to. 

« Now, 


154395 | 
Now, Sir, give me Leave to conſider the extraordinary Annog. Geo. 11, 
Doctrines advanced, for the Support of that Meaſure which 7353? 
the oppoſing of this Queſtion ſeems to point at: In the firſt 
Place we are told, it would not be poſſible for us to reduce 
the Intereſt payable upon our old Debts, even tho' we ſhould 
never contract any new Debt: This, Sir, is contrary to one 
of the moſt eſtabliſned Maxims, which is, That the natural 
Intereſt of Money muſt always depend upon the Proportion | 
| there 15 in any particular Country between the Demand for 
borrowing Money at Intereſt, and the Demand for lendin 
Money at Intereſt ; for as we have a Sinking Fund capable 
of paying off a very large Sum yearly, if we never per- 
verted any Part of that Fund, which 1s always the ſame 
with contracting a new Debt, we ſhould be every Year di- 
miniſhing the Demand for borrowing, and increaſing the 
Demand for lending; ſo that the natural Intereſt of Money, 
would neceſſarily of itſelf decreaſe, without any Projects for 
that Purpoſe. | 
This, I fay, Sir, would of courſe happen in a few Years ; 
but even at preſent, if no new Debts were to be contracted, I 
do not know but Methods might be found for reducing imme- 
diately the Intereſt of all our Funds to 3 and a half, per- 
haps to 3 per Cent. whiat theſe Methods may be, I ſhall not 
take upon me to mention, becauſe ſome Gentlemen ſeem 
reſolved that no Propoſition ſhall be received, except thoſe 
offered by themſelves. And to frighten us from any ſuch 
Projects, we are told, that the Foreigners would, in ſuch 
a Caſe, draw their Money out all at once, and drain us of 
all the current Specie in the Kingdom ; but to thoſe who 
underſtand the Circumſtances of Europe, and are appriſed 
of the Lowneſs of Intereſt in ſome Countries, and the Pre- 
cariouſneſs of the Security in others, this muſt appear to be 
2 meer Bugbear. | Yo 
* Beſides, Sir, the Thing would either be in itſelf impoſ- 
lible, or it is an Event we have no Occaſion to be afraid 
of; for if Foreigners ſhould all at once reſolve to ſell out, 
it would either run the Price of all our Funds a great deal 
below Par, or it would not ; if it did, they would be obliged 
to ſuſpend their Reſolution, and take 3 per Cent. rather than 
{ell out a 1001. Stock for 80 or 901. in ready Money; and 
if their ſelling out did not run the Price of our Stocks be- 
low Par, we can have no Occaſion to be afraid of any ſuch 
Reſolution ; becauſe their ſelling out could not ruin our pub- 
lick Credit, and the ready Specie they could carry out would 
ſoon be replaced by the general Balance of our Trade, if 
we had no Intereſt to pay yearly to them; for it has been 
tor many Years, and while it continues, it muſt always be a 
terrible Drawback upon our general Balance of Trade, to 
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tion, in order to pay the Intereſt due to them, every Farthing 


of which is entirely loft to us; becauſe the whole is ſpent by 


them in their own Countries, or converted into Principal 
here, to increaſe their future yearly Demand. | 

Another Paradox, advanced againſt the Queſtion now 
before us is, That the reducing the Intereſt of Money in ge. 
neral, would bring great Difficulties upon all Ranks of Men 
in the Kingdom. This, Sir, is evidently contrary to ano- 
ther eſtabliſhed Maxim, which is, That the lower the In- 


tereſt of Money is in any Country, the more flouriſhing it 


mult be in its Trade and Commerce: I ſhall grant, that it 
would diminiſh the Revenue of our publick Creditors, as 
well as of all other Money-Lenders, but it would not di- 
miniſh their Capital, and thoſe that could not live idly upon 
the Intereſt of their Money, would be obliged to betake 
themſelves to Trade, or to ſome other induſtrious Employ- 
ment, which might be a Service to themſelves, and a certain 


Advantage to their Country. 


As to the Landed Gentlemen, I am ſurprized, Sir, to 
hear it ſaid, that the reducing of Intereſt would be a Hard- 
ſhip upon them, conſidering how many, I am afraid too 
many of them, are like their Country, involved in Debts 
and Mortgages, On the contrary, it would be a great Ad- 


vantage to every Landed Gentleman in the Kingdom, be- 


cauſe, beſides reducing the Intereſt he 1s to pay for the Debt 
he owes, if he has any, it would greatly increaſe the Value 
of his Lands, as well as of all the Lands in the Kingdom ; 
and as for his younger Children, he would be under no Ne- 
ceſſity to give them any greater Fortunes than before; but, 
if he were, a Mortgage of 60001. at 3 per Cert. is no 
greater Burthen upon an Eſtate, than a Mortgage of half 
that Sum at 6 per Cent. Intereſt ; and if any Part of the 
Eſtate were to be ſold for the raiſing of that Money, as the 
Price of Lands will always riſe in Proportion as the Intereſt 


of Money falls, when Money comes to be at 3 per Cert. 


6000 1. which would have fold but for 30001. when Money 
was at 6 pe, Cent, I do not know what the honourable 
Gentleman means by enabling younger Children to live in 
a genteel Manner; unleſs he means in an idle and extrava- 
gant. Manner; and the fewer there are of ſuch Perſons in 
any Country, I am ſure it is the better for the Country; 
which would be the Conſequence in the preſent Caſe : For as 
tew Gentlemen could propoſe that their younger Children 
ſhould live upon the Intereff of the Fortunes they could give 
them, they would breed thèm all up to ſome Trade or Bu- 
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vagant Gentlemen, we ſhould have a great Number of in- Annog. Geo. g. 


duſtrious and frugal "Tradeſmen or Merchants; and which 
would be of moſt Advantage to the Country, is very eaſy to 
Idetermine. | 

« It is, Sir, a very great Miſtake, to imagine that there 
can be in any Country too great a Number of Merchants and 
Tradeſmen, or that any Sort of Trade, which deſerves that 


neſs, which tends to ſupport the Luxury of a People, may, 
us true, be overſtocked ; and it is always a Diſadvantage to 
the People to have too great a Number of ſuch among 
them; but as for Merchants, Manufacturers, and Mecha- 
nicks, there can never be too great a Number of them in 
any Country; becauſe the more there are of them, the more 
Joreign Trade the Nation will hgve, the greater its Exports 
will be, and the more eaſy will it be for every particular 
lan, if he be induſtrious and frugal, to provide a Support 
for himſelf and Family. This is juſtified by Experience in 
all Countries, and in all Times ; and therefore among the 
many other Misfortunes attending our publick Funds, this 
may be reckon'd as one, that a great Number of our Peo- 
ple are thereby enabled to live idly upon the Intereſt of their 
Money, which muſt neceſſarily diminiſh the Number of our 
Merchants, Manufacturers, and Mechanicks. 

To imagine, Sir, that the reducing of Intereſt to 3 per 
Cal. would bring any Diſtreſs upon thoſe who have Occaſion 
lor Money, is ſomething very new; for the more Trade 
tere is in a Country, the more Money there will al- 
Ways be to be lent at Intereſt ; and thoſe who have more Mo- 
ey by them than they can make uſe of in their Trade, will 
aways lend it upon good Security, even at 1 per Cent. ra- 
tter than keep it in their own Coffers. But upon this Occa- 
lon I cannot omit taking Notice, that in this Reſpect too, 
ur publick Funds are of great Detriment to the Trade and 
Pvate Credit of the Nation, becauſe the monied Men of 
le Kingdom have ſo ready a Way of getting an Intereſt for 
lleir Money by Means of theſe Funds, that they never think 
of lending their Money to private Men, but at an extrava- 
Fat Intereſt or Premium; by which Means our private Cre- 
between Man and Man is very much leflened, and great 
ums of Money drawn out of Trade, which is therefore a 
105 ſtrong Argument in favour of the Queſtion now be- 

E us. R 
. The People, Sir, never grudge the contributing what 
* leceſſary for the Support of the Government in Time of 

ice, no more than they grudge what is neceſſary for the 

"Pport of the Government in Time of War: The only 
aß they grudge is, to find the Nation loaded with an 
| Expence 


Name, can be overſtocked. Shopkeeping, or any other Bu- 
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Anno 9. Ceo. II. Expence that is not neceſſary, or the Money they contrihute 
„ , improperly applied; and tho? the perverting of the Sinking 
Fund, or running the Nation in Debt, may prevent the 
People of the preſent Generation from being ſenſible of an 
unneceſſary Expence, and conſequently may prevent their in. 
quiring ſtrictly into that Expence, yet ſuch a Meaſure wil 
make the preſent Expence fall with double Weight upq 
their Poſterity, and when they find themſelves obliged to 
ſubmit to heavy new Taxes, becauſe. all the Old ſtand en- 
gaged for the Payment of old Debts, which will certainly 
be the Caſe as ſoon as the Nation comes to be engaged in 
any War, they will then with Reaſon complain, that an in- 
ſupportable Load has been thrown upon them, for the Sake 
of a temporary Eaſe given to their Anceſtors. This may 
very probably raiſe a general Diſaffection to the preſent Eſtab- 
liſnment, and it will be the more dangerous, becauſe it 
will happen at a Time when our Enemies will certainly be 
in Earneſt about playing the Pretender upon us. This Con- 
Jideration muſt, in my Opinion, have great Weight with 
every Gentleman, who has a fincere Regard for the illur: 
ous Family now upon the Throne, and eſpecially for that 
Royal Prince, who, *tis to be hoped, will one Day ſway the 
Scepter of this Kingdom; for by thus perverting the Sink 
ing Fund, or running the Nation into new Incumbrances, 
even in Time of Peace, he may be left in ſuch Dittreſs, & 
not to have it any Way in his Power to ſupport the Goven- 
ment with any Luſtre, or to vindicate the Rights of the 

Nation with any Vigour. pt} 
| © That no new Office or Officer has lately been created 
may be true, but, Sir, we know that a very great anda 
very grievous Office, and a great Number of Officers, were 
lately. revived in Purſuance of the fame Meaſures now pointed 
at; [The Salt-Tax. See Vo“ II. p. 159.] and we likewik 
know that the collecting of our Taxes, and the managing of 
our Funds, coft the Nation a moſt prodigious Sum of Money 
yearly, a much greater Sum, I believe, than is neceſſary for 
that Purpoſe ; for if a narrow Scrutiny were made into that 
Affair, I am convinced it would be found, that the Buſineſs 
of two or three Offices might be managed by one, without 
employing a greater Number of Officers and Clerks in that 
one, than is now employed in any one of the three; fo that 
ſeveral Offices, and a great Number of Officers and Clerks 
might be laid aſide, by which a very large Sum of Money 
might be ſaved yearly to the Publick. This would con- 
tribute greatly towards preventing our loading the People 
with new or additional Taxes, or running the Nation in Debt, 
by-creating new Funds, or perverting the old; and this the 
People would certainly inſiſt on, if they were every the 
made 
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niſhed, if our Trade ſhould be undone ; and therefore he 


any Thing upon which a new or additional Tax can be laid; 
becauſe the creating of new Funds will always increaſe that 


find that either our Landed Intereſt, and our Trading Interel 


diminiſhing of them. 


Taxes, I ſhall not determine; I hope not, but if it ſhould 
be found neceſſary, the Produce of a new Tax may be ap. 


tion it is for ſome Gentlemen to form extravagant Projects, 
and to put the Nation to a needleſs Expence: Nay, we Kron 


( 144 ) 
ſo by every Man who has a Reſpe& for either. There i 
not a Landed Gentleman of any Senſe m the Kingdom, hut 
knows how greatly the Rents of his Eſtate would be dimi. 


will never conſent to the throwing of any unneceſſary Bur- 
then upon it. There is not a Trading Man in the King. 
dom, of any Conſequence, but has a View to ſettle him{elf 
or his Poſterity in a Land-Eſtate, and therefore he will never 
agree to the throwing of any unneceſſary Burthens upon 
Land: But, Sir, there has been lately a third Intereſt reared 
up in this Kingdom, inconſiſtent with both : I mean, Sir, 
the Intereſt of thoſe concerned in our public Funds: TE 
is an Intereſt for the Support of which both our Landed In- 
tereſt, and our Trading Intereſt are now greatly diſtreſſed; 
and it is an Intereſt which ſome Gentlemen ſeem to have 1 
much greater Regard for than for either of the other two: 
Such Gentlemen will, I believe, always be for creating ney 
Funds, as long as we have any Thing left unmortgaged, or 


Intereſt which they ſeem to have ſo much at Heart ; and 
will prevent its being ever in our Power to diminiſh thoſe! 
Annuities we are obliged to pay them; but they ought to 
conſider, that the Number of Men concerned in our Landed} 
and Trading Intereſt, muſt always be much greater than the 
Number of thoſe concerned in our Funds; fo that if People 


muſt be deftroyed, or our publick Fund Intereſt annihilated, 
it is eaſy to ſee upon whom the Ruin muſt fall; and there- 
fore, if thoſe Gentlemen conſider right, they muſt conclude 
that it is againſt the Intereſt of the Proprietors of our E unds 
to make any Additions to them, or to divert that Money 
which is appropriated, and ought to be applied yearly, to tie 


Whether or no it may be neceſſary to impoſe any 1 
propriated to the current Service, as well as the Produce 0 


an old ; becauſe if any Deficiency happen, it may and ought 
to be made good out of the Grants of the ſucceeding Yea! 3 


for our preſent Debts did not proceed from appropriating the 


Produce of any new Tax, but from not taking Care to make 
good in every ſucceeding Year the Deficiencies, which had 
happened in the Grants for the Service of the former. We 
all know, Sir, how dangerous it is to have Money lying m 
the Exchequer. unappropriated ; we know what a Temp® 
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how apt ſome Gentlemen are to break thro' the moſt ſtrict, Anno 9. Ogo. l. 


and the moſt neceſſary Appropriations, in Caſes where there 
is not an immediate abſolute Neceſſity to apply the Sums ſo 
appropriated to the Ules for which they were originally de- 
figned ; and our Experience in this Particular is one of the 


1735-36. 


chief Reaſons, and one of the ſtrongeſt Arguments for the 


Queſtion now before us ; therefore if we agree to the laying 
on of any new Tax, I hope it will be immediately appro- 
priated to the Service of the enſuing Year. 

* The very Queſtion now before us is, whether we ought 
to lay a Reliraint upon ourſelves, with reſpe& to the con- 
tracting of any new Debt, or diverting the Sinking Fund 
from that Uſe for which it was originally deſigned, and to 
which it ſtands appropriated by the expreſs Words of thoſe 
Acts of Parliament by which it was eſtabliſhed ? The Re- 
ſtraint now propoſed, is only for this Seſſion; but I wiſh 
the Reſtraint were for all Seſſions to come; and I am ſure 
if we have any Regard for our Poſterity, if we have any Re- 
gard for the preſent illuſtrious Family, if we have any Re- 
gard for the future Happineſs, I may ſay Preſervation, of 
the Nation, we will at leaſt for this Seſſion act as if we 
were under ſuch a Reſtraint; therefore there can be no 
Harm in laying ourſelves under any ſuch. And there is the 
more Occaſion for it, becauſe of the frequent Deviations 
we have lately made from this neceſſary Rule, and becauſe 
of the bad Uſe that may be made of ſome late Precedents ; 
for if a Check be not ſpeedily put to ſuch Meaſures, as all 
Adminiſtrations are but fleeting Things, we may expect that 


every Adminiſtration will endeavour to make themſelves 


eaſy, and to put off the evil Day as long as they can, by 
contracting ſome new Debt every Year, and mortgaging 
ſome Part of the Sinking Fund as long as there is a Shilling 
of it left. As we have at preſent a pretty conſiderable Sink- 
ing Fund, this Meaſure may perhaps ſupport the preſent 
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Adminiſtration as long as it can well be ſuppoſed to laſt, 
eſpecially if no War happens in the mean Time ; but ſad and 
melancholy will the Reckoning certainly come to be at laſt, 


when we find ourſelves engaged in a dangerous and expenſive 


War, our People loaded with as heavy Taxes as they can 


poſhbly bear, and all thoſe Taxes mortgaged for the Pay- 


ment of Debts, except juſt as much as may be ſufficient for 
the Support of our Civil Government. This Proſpect, Sir, 


yes me a moſt terrible Alarm, and therefore 1 am moſt 


teartily for the Queſtion before us.” | 
Then the Queſtion being put, That the Queſtion be 
— put; it was carried in the Negative without a Di- 


Vilton, 
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vanes. org n. Feb. 17. The Houſe reſolv'd, Nem. Con. That George 
Gn) Heathcote, Eſq; was duely elected a Burgeſs for Southwark: 
ut: Hearhcote vored Mr Sheppard the Petitioner having ſome Days before given 
Soutiwarce, up the Diſpute. | 
A Petition ef the Feb. 20. A Petition of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace 
er da cee for the County of Middleſex, in their general Quarter Scf. 
ie th excefiive ſions aſſembled, was preiented to the Houſe and reud, (ct. 
Liquors, which is ting forth, That the drinking of Geneva and other diſtilled 
md acorn Spirituous Liquors, had for ſome Years paſt greatly increaſed, 
Houte, eſpecially among the People of inferior Rank ; and that the 

conſtant and exceſſive Uſe thereof had already deſtroved 

Thouſands of his Majeſty's Subjects, and rendered great 

Numbers of others unfit for uſeful Labour and Service, de- 

bauching at the ſame Time their Morals, and driving them 

into all manner of Vice and Wickedneſs ; and that tha per- 

nicious Liquor was then ſold, not only by the Diſtillers and 

Geneva Shops but many other Perſons of inferior Trades; 

by which Means, Journey men, Apprentices, and Servants, 

were drawn in to taſte, and by Degrees to like, approve, and 

immoderately to drink thereof; and that the Petitioners ap- 

prehended the publick Welfare and Safety, as well as the 

Trade of the Nation, would be greatly affected by it, as 

that Practice was dangerous and fniſchievous to the Health, 

Strength, Peace, and Morals, and tended greatly to dimi- 

niſh the Labour and Induſtry of his Majeſty's Subjects; and 

therefore praying that the Houſe would take the Premiſes 

into their ſerious Conſideration, and apply ſuch Remedy as 

the Houſe ſhould judge moſt proper. This Petition was 

ordered to be referred to a Committee of the whole Houle ; 

and it was reſolved that the Houſe would reſolve itſelf into 

a Committee of the whole Houſe, on the 23d, to conſider 

of the ſaid Petition. | „„ 
Four Refolutions of Feb. 23. The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into the ſaid 

thereupon, Committee, Sir Joſeph Jekyll mov'd for the following Re- 

ſolutions, viz. I. That the low Price of Spirituous Liquors 

was the principal Inducement to the exceſſive and pernicious 

Uſe thereof. II. That in order to prevent the exceſuve 

and pernicious Uſe of Spirituous Liquors, a Diſcouragement 

ſhould be given thereto by a Duty to be laid on all ſuch 

Liquors by Retail. III. That the vending, bartering, or 

uttering the ſaid Liquors ſhould be reſtrained to Perſons 

keeping publick Brandy-Shops, Victualling Houſes, Coffee- 

Houſes, Ale-Houſes and Innholders, and to ſuch Apotheca- 

ries and Surgeons, as ſhould make uſe of the ſame by way 

of Medicine only. IV. That no Perſon keeping a publick 

Brandy-Shop, a publick Victualling Houſe, Coffee-Houſe or 


Ale Houſe, or being an Innholder, ſhould be permitted - 
| | vend, 


, Or 
rſons 
ffee⸗ 
leca- 
way 
lick 
e or 
d to 
end, 


( 147 - 
yend, barter, or utter the ſaid Liquors, but by Licence, 
wit: a Daty payable thereupon. | 
de Reiolations were all agreed to without Debate in 


the Con 1micee, and being next Day reported to the Houſe, 


were there likewiſe agreed to. Then it was ordered, That 
the {aid Report be referred to the Committee of the whole 


Annog. Geo. II. 
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Which are agreed 
to by the Houſe. 


Houſe, to wiom it was referred to conſider farther of Ways 


and Means for raiſing the Supply. 

Feb. 24. The Houſe proceeded, according to Order, to 
the Hearing of tne ſeveral Petitions, complaining of an 
urdue Election and Return for the County of Vork, and 
the Deputy Clerk of the Peace for the Eait-Riding of the 
ſaic County, having produced ſeveral Books, as the original 
Pol. taken at the ſaid Election; and being examined as to 
the Time, Place, and Manner of the Delivery thereof to 
him by the High-Sheriff of the ſaid County; the Counſel 
for the fitting Member, Sir Miles Stapylton, Bart. againſt 
whom only the Petitions were aimed, objected that the ſaid 
Books ought not to be admitted as Evidence, the ſame not 
having been delivered over upon Oath, nor within the Time 
limited by Law, nor any Proof given, that no Alterations 
had been made therein after the ſaid Election, and before 
ihe tid Delivery. Upon this Objection the Counſel of both 


Sides being heard, and the Preamble and the fifth Section of 


an Act made in the 1oth Year of Queen Anne, in- 
titled, An Act for the more effetual preventing fraudulent 
Conveyances, in order to multiply Votes for electing Knights 
ef Shires to ſerve in Parliament, was read, whereby it was 
enact-, © That in taking the Poll, the Sheriff, &c. ſhall 
* enter the PI ce of the Elector's Freehold, and of his 
Abode, and ſhall mark Jurat. againſt his Name, and the 
* Returning- Officer ſhall, within twenty Days after the Elec- 
tion, deliver over to the Clerk of the Peace all the Poll- 
* Books, on Oath made before the two next Juſtices of the 
Peace, Quorum unus, c. without Imbezzlement or Altera- 
tion; and in ſuch Counties where there are more than one 


Clerk of the Peace, then he ſhall deliver the original Poll- 


Books to one, and the atteſted Copies to the reſt, to be 
preſerved amongſt the Records of the Seſſions of the Peace. 
Then the Journal of the Houſe of the 12th of March, 1727, 
in relation to the Report from the Committee of Privileges 
and Elections, touching the Election for the County of Bucks 
was read; after which the ſaid Clerk was again called in 
and examined as to the keeping of the ſaid Books, ſince the 
Time of the ſaid Delivery thereof, and as to the taking 
Copies of and collating the ſaid Books, and as to the Decla- 
ntions of the ſaid High-Sheriff, and other Circumſtances 
befare and at the Time of ſuch Delivery: After which the 

| 1 2 following 


Proceedings on the 
Petition of Sir K. 
Wian, complaining 
of an undue FElecti- 
on for the County 
of York, 


1 


Anno 9. Geo. II. following Queſtion was propoſed, © That Books, called the 
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A Bill ordered in, 
for limiting the 
Number of fi. 

cets in the Houſe 
of Commons. 


| Second Debate on 
he Yorkihire E- 


ection. 


Original Poll- Books of the laſt Election of Members to ſerve 
in Parliament for the County of Vork, produced by Robert 
Appleton, Deputy-Clerk of the Peace for the Eaſt- Riding 
of the ſaid County, and which were delivered over to him 
by the High- Sheriff of the ſaid County in open Court, at 
the Quarter-Sefſions of the Peace for the ſaid Riding, about 
two Months after the ſaid Election, as the original Poll 
taken at the ſaid Election, and which have been kept by 
him the ſaid Deputy-Clerk of the Peace ever ſince among the 
Records of the Seſſions of the Peace for the ſaid Riding, the 


ſaid Books not being delivered over by the ſaid Sheriff within 
the Time, nor upon Oath, as required by the Act of the 


1oth Year of the Reign of Queen Anne, For the more ef. 


Fectual preventing fraudulent Conveyances, in order to mul- 


tiply Votes for electing Knights of Shires to ſerve in Par- 
liament, be admitted as Evidence? 5 
After Debate, the Queſtion being put, it was carried in 


the Affirmative, by 201 to 164: Hereupon the ſaid Poll 


Books, and Copies of them, were delivered in; and then 
it was ordered that the farther Hearing of the ſaid Petitions 
be adjourned to the 26th. 

Feb. 25. Mr Sandys moved for Leave to bring in a Bill, 
For the better ſecuring the Freedom of Parliaments, by limit- 
ing the Number of Officers in the Houſe of Commons ; and 
Leave was accordingly given, and Mr Sandys, Mr Greenville, 
Mr Gore, and Mr Howe, were ordered to prepare and 
bring in the ſame. 5 
Feb. 26. The Houſe proceeded to the farther Hearing of 
the Petitions complaining of an undue Return for the Coun- 


ty of York, and the Counſel for the Petitioner Sir Rowland 


Winn, Bart. and the other Petitioners, having propoſed, 1n 


order to diſqualify John Maken, who voted for Sir Miles 


Stapylton at the ſaid Election, and then ſwore that he was 4 
Freeholder, to prove by Parol-Evidence, that he had no 
Freehold at the Time of the ſaid Election, in the Place 
where he then ſwore that his Freehold did lie : The admit- 


ting of ſuch Evidence was objected to by the Counſel for the 


ſitting Member, who alledged, that no Man's Parol- Evidence 
could be admitted, or received as any Proof, againſt the Af. 
fidavit of another Man; and the Counſel on both Sides be- 
ing heard upon this Objection, and ſeveral Journals relating 
to it read, the following Queſtion was propoſed, viz. © That 
the Counſel for the Petitioners be admitted to give Parol- 


Evidence, as to a Perſon being no Freeholder at the Time 
of the Election, who ſwore himſelf then to be a Free- 
holder? 
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6 149 ) 
This Motion likewiſe occaſioned a long Debate, but at 
| the Queſtion being put, it was carried in the Affirmative 
by 206 againſt 152 3 after which the farther Hearing of the 


Matters of the ſaid Petitions was adjourned to the 2d of 


March. | | 
Feb. 27. The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a Commit- 
tee, to conſider farther of Ways and Means for raiſing the Sup- 


ply granted to his Majeſty, and the Surpluſſes ſtated at Lady- 


Day and Michaelmas having been referred to the ſaid Com- 
mittee, a Motion was made, That towards raiſing the Sup- 
ply granted to his Majeſty, his Majeſty be enabled to bor- 
row any Sum or Sums of Money not exceeding 600,000 l. 
at an Intereſt not exceeding 3 l. per Cent. per Ann. by Loans 
to be charged upon the Surpluſſes, Excefles, or overplus Mo- 
nies commonly called the Sinking Fund, redeemable by Par- 
lament. | 

Upon this Motion there was a Debate, in which the Cour- 
ters urged, The Neceflity of raiſing, ſome Way or other, 
the Supplies voted for the current Service of the Year ; the 
impoſſibility that there was of raiſing them any other Way, 
but by throwing the Burden upon the landed Intereſt, which 
would be the more unreaſonable, becauſe that Intereſt had 


Anno 9. Geo. II. 
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en — 


Debate on a Mo- 
tion for enabling 
the King to bor- 
row 600, 00 l. at 
31. ter Cent. 
charge able on the 
Sinxing Fund, 


been for many Years overloaded, and obliged to contribute 


nuch more than their proportional Share towards the an- 
nul publick Expence ; the abſolute uncontroulable Right 
tie Parliament had to diſpoſe of the Sinking Fund yearly 
to ſuch Purpoſes, as they ſhould think moſt for the Benefit 
of the Nation in general; the Inconvenience of paying off 


tuo much of the publick Debt at once; the Unwillingneſs 


of the publick Creditors to receive their Money; and the 


Imall Intereſt the Nation would be obliged to pay for what 
Money was neceſſary to be borrowed upon the Credit of the 
dnking Fund.” 00 Gs 

To this it was anſwered, © That the Supplies, neceſſary 
br the current Service of the Year, might have been greatly 
reduced, if ſome Gentlemen had thought fit ; in which Caſe 
bey would not have been obliged either to throw an addi- 
tonal Burden on the landed Intereſt, or to incroach upon 
lat Fund, which had always, till of late Years, been deem- 
ad ſacred to the Payment of our publick Debts : That if 

ords in an Act of Parliament could appropriate any Sum 
0 2 particular Uſe, the Sinking Fund was originally appro- 
Fated, in the moſt expreſs Terms, to the Payment of the 
Mlick Debts contracted before the Year 1715; and the 
ay Power that was left to future Parliaments, by its ori- 
ral Conſtitution, was to diſpoſe of it to the Payment of 
uch of thoſe Debts, as ſhould at the Time be thought 
Ml neceſſary to be paid off: That it would be happy for 


the. | 


1130 
Anno 9. Geo. U. the Nation, if they could pay off all their publick Debt; 
1 \ , 3 
1735-30 once : That the Unwillingneſs of the publick Cs : 
receive their Money was a certain Sign of their having a 
advantageous Bargain; and was therefore a Demonſtration 
that it was the Intereſt of the Publick to pay them off a: 71 
as poſſible: And that, tho' they might perhaps be aber h 
borrow the Sum then propoſed at 31. per Cent. yet even 
at that Rate, it was adding to the future ye.rly Expence of 
the Nation a Sum of 18,0001. per Aan. for ever; which 
tho' perhaps a ſmall Sum in the Eyes of Gentlemen who 
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dealt in Millions, was however a Sum, that might therezt. faction o 
ter be greatly wanted for the current Service of ſome ſuc. the Hon 
ceeding Year: That conſidering the gricat Expence we hd Then 
been at in the then current Year, and the great Exp ence we tion, it 
were like to be put to in the next, for the Defence of 2 . e 
reign Nation, they were ſurprized to find that 10 Snhlid Marc 
had been received, nor any Sum like 10 be nt „ at the Fetit 
leaſt to the publick Account, for anſwering the Exper: we York, t 
had been, or were like to be at on thai Occaſion : That we Jon * 
found by Experience, no Nation would io much as promi | having 
us a Aſſiſtance, without our granting them a leigt annual the Pl 
Subſidy, to commence as ſoon as the Promiſe was mic, and and the | 
to be paid, tho' no ſuch Aſſiſtance ſhouid ever be w : qualihcal 
That even when ſome of our Allies had, for very vel aken, 
Conſiderations, engaged to aſſiſt us at their own Expence, Member 
yet when that Aſſiſtance was required, they had always found as C 
Pretences for not complying, till we engaged to defray any hat he 
Expence they ſhould be put to upon that Account: That dot ſurel 
it was certainly our Intereſt to protect our Allies, and to pour in 
prevent any one of our Neighbours growing too powerful by "oh 1 
conquering another; but if we always ſhewed ourſelves rea- i both 
dy to protect the weakeſt Side at our own Expence, every Bly i 
one would find Pretences for throwing all the Burden upon AS laſt 
our Shoulders, by which Management we muſt neceſlarily pouthwa 
at laſt become the weakeſt of all our Neighbonts; and 13 T 
having thus ſpent our whole Force, and thrown away all lettion 
our Money in the protecting of others, we ſhould at laſt have bn = 
nothing lett wherewithal to protect or ſupport ourſelves. 33 
To this it was replied again, That we had given 00 * reel 
Aſſiſtance, nor had lately put ourſelves to any Expence in the A 
Defence of any Nation, but what we were obliged to, not Un th 
only by the moſt ſolemn Treaties, but even for the Sake of 4 


our own Preſervation : That with regard to the Nation ſup- 
poſed to be meant Portugal] it was very well known, that 
we were as much intereſted in the Defence and Preſervation 
of that Nation as of any other ; and it was likewiſe known, 
that we were far from being at all the Expence, for that Nation 


itſelf had been at a very great Expence in providing for its 
OWN 
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= bs wn Defence, and a great Part of the Money laid out in anno 9. Geo. II. 
n 


that Proviſion had been brought to this Kingdom: That as  7353% 
that Affair was then upon the Anvil, it could not at this Time 

be fully explained, but a 'Time would come when it might; 

and when that Time did come, the Houſe might then, if 

they thought fit, inquire into it; upon which Occaſion the 
Necellity, the Juſtice, and the Wiſdom of our preſent Con- 

duct would, they believed, be eaſily explained to the Satiſ- 

faction of almoſt every Gentleman, who might then have 

the Honour of being a Member of that Houle.” 

Then the Queſtion being put for agreeing to the Mo- 

tion, it was carried in the Affirmative without a Di- 

vilion. | 
March 2. The Houſe having re-aſſum'd the Hearing of Farther Pebate on 
the Tetitions relating to an undue Election for the County of tion, 
York, the Counſel for the Petitioners examin'd Joſhua Wil- 

Jon, in order to diſqualify the above-mentioned John Maken, 

25 having had no Freehold, at the Time of the ſaid Election, 

in the Place where he then ſwore that his Freehold did lie; 

and the ſaid Wilſon beginning to give Evidence of that Diſ- 
qualification, by relating the Confeſſion of the ſaid John 

Maken, he was interrupted by the Counſel for the ſitting 

Member, who ſaid, That as the Houſe would not admit of a 

Man's Confeſſion, even before them, as an Evidence againſt 

hat he had ſwore at the Time of an Election, they would 
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That not ſurely admit of a Man's private Confeſſion to a Neigh- 
or in the Country, as an Evidence againſt what he had 
ral by ore at the Time of an Election. Upon this the Counſel 


If both Sides were heard, and ſeveral Journals read, parti- 


205 ularly the Reſolution of that Houſe of the 12th of Feb. 


2 then laſt, in the Caſe of the Election of the Borough of 
ſlarih douthwark, againſt admitting the Petitioner's Counſel to ex- 
12 imine Thomas Gaman, in Contradiction to his Oath at that 
5 1 edion: And then the following Queſtion was propoſed, 


2, © That the Counſel for the Fetitioners be admitted to 
dive Evidence, as to what a Voter confeſſed of his having 
I0 Freehold, who at the Time of the EjeQtion ſwore he 
lad,” Upon this Motion there was alſo a Debate; but 


t have 
5 

8. 

en no 


in the 


not ben the Queſtion's being put, it was carried in the Affir— 
2 0 faire by 181 to 132. | | 
n ſup: After this'the Counſel ſor the Petitioners proceeded to exa- 
\.that ne the faid Wilſon and ſeveral other Witneſſes, in order 
ation o diſqualify ſeveral other Perſons, who voted for the (aid 
own, ng Member at the ſaid Election; and having begun to 
ation mine a Witneſs, in order to diſqualify one of thoſe Per- 
for its , to whom the Petitioners, in the Liſts by them deli- 
own WC” d, purſuant to the Order of the Houſe of the 16th of 


Mary laſt, had objected, that he was not aſſeſſed, nor had 
a 


Anno 9. Ceo. I. A Freehold of 408. 
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( 152 ) | 
per Ann. in the Place, where, at the 
Time of the ſaid Election, he ſwore that his Freehold di 
lie; and it appearing that the Evidence, which the Wie. 
neſs gave, tended to prove that ſuch Perſon had no Freehold 
at all there, he was interrupted in his Evidence by the Cour. 


Tel for the fitting Member, who faid, That by the ſaid Order, 


Petitioners were obliged to deliver to the fitting Members 
Liſts of the Perſons intended by the Petitioners to be objetted 
to, who voted for the fitting Members, giving in the fail 


Liſts the ſeveral Heads of Objection, and diſtinguiſhing the 


ſame againſt the Names of the Voters excepted to: 'Fhat a 


the Petitioners had not objected to this Perſon that he had 


no Freehold at all, but only that he had not a Freehold gf 


A Petition of the 


Quakers for Relief, 


40 8. a Year, where, at the Time of the ſaid Election, he 
{wore that his Freehold did he ; therefore no Evidence was 
to be admitted for proving that he had no Freehold at all 
The Counſel of both Sides being heard upon this Objeftion, 
after ſome Debate, the Queſtion was put, and carried, That 
the Counſel for the Petitioners be admitted to give Evidence 
as to a Perſon's having no Freehold at all, to whom the be- 
titioners had objected, in their Liſt of Objections, that ſuch 
Perſon had not a Freehold of 40 8. per Annum. Then the 
farther Hearing of this Affair was adjourned to the 4th In- 
ſtant. 

The ſame Day a Petition of the Quakers was preſented 


ating to Tithes; to the Houſe, and read, fetting forth, That notwithſtand- 


A Bill order'd in 
accordlugly, 


and Mr Hampden, ſhould prepare and bring in the * 
3 | | arch 


ing the ſeveral Acts of Parliament made for the more ealy 


Recovery of Tithes, Church-Rates, Oblations, and other 
Eceleſiaſtical Dues, in a ſummary Way, by Warrant from 
Juſtices of the Peace; yet as the ſaid People conſcientioully 


refuſed the Payment thereof, they were not only liable to, 
but many of them had undergone grievous Sufferings by Pro- 
ſecution in the Exchequer, Eccleſiaſtical, and other Coutts 
to the Impriſonment of their Perſons, and the Impoverilh- 
ing and Ruin of them and their Families, for ſuch {mall 
Sums as were recoverable by thoſe Acts; and therefore pray- 
ing, that the Houſe would be pleaſed to take the Premiſes 
into Conſideration, and afford them ſuch Relief therein, a 
to the Houſe ſhould ſeem meet. Hereupon it was order d, 
that Leave be given to bring in a Bill to amend, and render 
more effectual the Laws then in being, for the more ealy 


Recovery of Tithes, Church-Rates, Gblations, and other 


Eccleſiaſtical Dues from the People called Quakers, and that 
Mr * Glanville, Sir William + Vopge, Mr Henry Archer, 


* A Commiſſioner of the Revenue in Ireland, 
T Secretary at Way, ; 
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March $. The Houſe being in a Grand Committee on * 3 II. 
the Supply, Sir Joſeph Jekyll mov'd to reſolve, That for all 
Spirituous Liquors, which any Retailer thereof ſhould, from sir . Jekyil's Mo- 
and after the 24th Day of June, 1736, be poſſeſſed of, there 208. fer Gallon to 
ſhould be granted to his Majeſty a Duty of twenty Shillings ron 71-050 gg 
per Gallon : But this was oppos'd by ſeveral Members, who 
thought the laying on ſo high a Duty was in {ome Meaſure 
a Prohibition: And upon this Occaſion Mr William Pul- 
teney ſtood up, and ſpoke as follows : 
Sir, | 
I believe it will be admitted by every Gentleman, that the wr Pulteney's | 
conſtant and exceſſive Uſe of ſpirituous Liquors among the lden.“ a 2 
inferior Rank of our People, is a Practice which has of late | 
Years grown to a monſt'rous Height, and it will be as ge- 
nerally and as readily admitted, that this Practice is dange- 
rous and miſchievous to the Health, Strength, Peace, and 
Morals of the People; and that it tends greatly to diminiſh- 
ing the Labour and Induſtry of his Majeſty's Subjects; there- 
fore I believe we ſhall all agree in this, that ſome Method 
ooght to be taken for putting a Stop to this Practice; but 
whether it be neceſſary for this End, to lay a total Prohi- 
bition upon the Retail of ſuch Liquors, is a Queſtion that 
will, in my Opinion, admit of ſome Doubt, and deſerves 
our moſt ſerious Conſideration, becauſe of the many bad 
Conſequences with which ſuch a Prohibition mult certainly 
be attended. | 
Let us conſider, Sir, that the Diſtilling Trade is a Bu- 
ſineſs which has been carried on by Royal Authority for 
about an hundred Vears, and that it has been not only highly 
approved, but very much encouraged by ſeveral Acts of 
Parliament paſſed ſince the Revolution. Under ſuch pub- 
lick, ſuch great, and ſuch ſolemn Sanctions, what Perſon 
in the Kingdom could imagine that the Trade was in itſelf 
pernicious, or that it was inconſiſtent with the Health and 
Welfare of the People; no Man could: And accordingly 
great Numbers of his Majeſty's Subjects, eſpecially within 
theſe laſt forty Vears, have betaken themſelves to this Bu- 
ſineſs, and have employed all the Money they were Maſters 
of in providing Materials proper for the Buſineſs. And far- 
ther, Sir, as the diſtilling of ſuch Spirits has met with great 
Encouragement from the Legiſlature for many Years paſt, ſo 
likewiſe the Retail of them hath been ſo much encouraged, 
or at leaſt connived at, and there is not now an Inn, an 
Alehouſe, or a Coffechouſe in the Kingdom, but what 
owes a great Part of its Profits to the Retail of ſuch Li- 
quors: 57 which Means there are now ſuch Multitudes 
of Families in the Kingdom who owe their chief, if not 
their only Support to the diſtilling, or to the retailing 
You IV: * uch 


( 154 ) 


* ſuch Liquors, that they very well deſerve the Care and the tail 
| Confideration of a Britiſh Houſe of Commons. The only bit 
Complaint now before us, Sir, is againſt the conſtant and 
exceſſive Uſe of ſpirituous Liquors among Perſons of infe- mo 
rior Rank: There is no Complaint againſt the Liquors pla 
themſelves, nor was it ever ſaid that a moderate Uſe of Gr 
any ſort of ſuch Liquors was hurtful ; nay, it will be grant- mac 
ed, I believe, that the moderate Uſe of them is upon many ſuc 
Occaſions convenient, if not neceſſary; ſo that by a total AC 
: Prohibition of ſuch Liquors by Retail we ſeem to be cart live 
ing the Remedy much farther than the Diſeaſe, even with Pec 
reſpect to our home-made Spirits. But with reſpect to Rum, tho 
IJ an ſure there never was any Complaint againſt the conſtant for 
and exceſſive Uſe of that Liquor among Perſons of inferior by 
Rank ; therefore I can ſee no Reaſon for putting a Stop tha 
to the Retail of that Liquor; and when we conſider the hea 
preſent low and diſtreſſed Condition of our Sugar. Colonies, exe 
and that they are now chiefly ſupported by the Sale of their Ra 
Rum, I think we ought not to put almoſt an intire Stop to ties 
the Conſumption of that Liquor, without ſome very ſtrong the 
and very urgent Reaſons for ſo doing. | | anc 
| From what I have ſaid, Sir, I hope no Gentleman will the 
il ſuppoſe or imagine, that I am arguing againſt our taking Jai 
"nl ſome Method for putting a Stop to the conſtant and ex- pre 
1 ceſſive Uſe of ſuch Liquors amongſt Perſons of inferior the 
{i Rank. Ivo, Sir, I ſhall readily and willingly agree to any : 
il proper Method for that Purpoſe ; but I muit declare that 10 
| my Concern is ſo great for the Multitudes of Families both of, 
{ in this Iſland and in the Weſt-Indies, who now owe their Wa 
ll chief Support to the making and vending of ſuch Liquors, o 
1 that I cannot give my Conſent to any Regulation which the 
1 will turn them entirely, and at once, out of the Buſineſs to to 
1 which they at preſent owe their chief Support; eſpecially, the 
| as 1 am convinced the Diſeaſe we have under our Confide- dic 
ration docs not any Ways ſtand in need of ſuch a deſperate lie 
Cure: Ard I have likewiſe ſo great a Regard for his Ma- an 
jeſty and bi, illuſtrious Family, and for the Peace and Quiet 8 
- of this Kingdom, that I cannot give my Conſent to a Re- mn 
gulation which I foreſee will raiſe great Diſaffection to the A 
preſent Government, and may produce ſuch Riots and Tu- ſte 
mults, as may endanger our preſent Eſtabliſhment, or at ho 
leaft ſuch as cannot be quelled without ſpilling the Blood of us 
many of his Majeſty's once faithful Subjects, and putting an me 
End to the Liberties of the People. Tt is a dangerous, i of 
18, Sir, a terriole Thing, to reduce many thouſands of Fa- T 
miltos at once to a State of Deſpair, which will be the cer Cc 
tain Conſequence of laying ſuch high Duties upon the Re- Ul 


tall 


3 15 5 
the tail of ſpirituous Liquors as will amount to a total Prohi- Anne 9g ceo. u. 
bition. | ; © 1735-36: 
* The conſtant and exceſſive Uſe of ſpirituous Liquors, a- 


and 8 f 
nfo. mongſt the inferior Rank of our People, is the only Com- 
uon plaint now properly before us, and as it is evident that this 


af Grievance proceeds entirely from the low Price of our home- 
made ſpirituous Liquors, it is certain that a Duty upon all 


_ ſuch, perhaps leſs than that which was impoſed by the late 
otal Act againſt Geneva, would prevent the conſtant and exceſ- 
rry- ſive Uſe of ſuch Liquors amongſt the inferior Rank of our 
with People: This, Sir, I think is evident from the Fffect of 
88 thoſe high Duties which are laid upon Brandy and Rum; 
1 for it is certain that Brandy and Rum are more coveted 
idr by the Vulgar, and may eaſily be made more palatable 
Stop than any ſort of home-made Spirit ; yet we have never 
the heard of great Complaints made againſt the conſtant and 
wes, F exceflive Uſe of Brandy or Rum among Perſons of inferior 
hate Rank ; the Reaſon of which certainly 1s, becauſe the Du- 
p to ties upon theſe Liquors have raiſed the Price ſo high, that 
ong the lower ſort of People cannot afford to make a conſtant 
and exceſſive Uſe of them; and therefore it is plain, that if 
will the Price of all home-made Spirits were, by a Duty to be“ 
eing laid upon them, made as high as the Price of Rum is at 
Jew preſent, it would prevent the conſtant and exceſſive Uſe of 
rior them among the Vulgar. | 5 
any It cannot be ſaid, Sir, that nothing but a total Prohibi- 
that tion can be an effectual Remedy againſt the Evil complained 
0th of, becauſe we all know that the late Act againſt Geneva 
heir was effectual ſo far as it went: It was made, we know, to 
075, extend only to Compound Spirits, and with reſpect to 
ich them it was an effectual Remedy, for it put an entire Stop 
5 to to the conſtant and exceſſive Uſe of ſuch Spirits amon 
ly, thoſe of inferior Rank; but ſome of the Diſtillers imme- 
ide- diately began to make a ſort of plain Spirit, which, I be- 
rate lieve, in Derifion of the Act, they called Parliament Brandy, 
Ma- and this the Common People made as conſtant and as exceſ- 
niet live an Uſe of, as they had before done of Compound Spi- 
Re- rits: This was the Caſe of that Act, and if it had been 
the amended, and made to extend to all home-made Spirits, in- 
Tu- ſtead of being repeated, there would never have been Occa- 
r at hon for any ſuch Complaint as that we have now before 
d of us: How it comes to be repealed, I ſhall not now take upon 
an me to explain; but upon recollecting what was the Effect 
Wl of that Act, I think we need not give ourſelves any great 
Fa- Trouble in ſearching after a Remedy for the Diſeaſe now 
cer- complained of: Let us but revive that Act, extend it to all 
Re- home · made Spirits, and add ſome Clauſes for preventing any 
tail IS U 2 Perſon's 
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Arno 9. Geo, T1, Perſon's felling ſpirituous Liquors without a Licence, and! 


am convinced the Remedy will be found to be effectual. 
But admitting that nothing but a total Prohibition will 

do; yet, for God's Sake, Sir, let us have tome Regard to the 

many poor Families that are now ſupported by the diſtilling 


and vending of ipirituous Liquors : Do not let us, for God's 
Sake, turn them all at once out of their Livelyhood : Let us 


conſider how difficult it is for a Man who has been bred up 
to, and long exerciſed one ſort of Buſineſs, to turn himſelf 
all at once to another, by which he may ſupport his Fa- 
mily : Let us conſider what a Loſs he muſt ſuſtain by the 
Sale of thoſe Utenſils he had occaſion for in his former 
Way of Buſineſs ; The Difficulty muſt upon all Occaſions 
be great, the Loſs muit be conſiderable ; but by turning ſuch 


_ Multitvdes adrift at once, we ſhall make the Difficulty in- 


ſurmountable, and the Loſs irreparable; for there will be 
ſach Numbers brought at once to look out for new Employ- 
ments, that it will make it impoſſible for any one of them 
to ſucceed; and there will be ſuch a large Quantity of a 
certain Sort of Materials brought at once to the Market, that 
none of them will bear any Price. In ſhort, Sir, the Difficul- 
ties and Diſtreſſes which many poor Families muſt be drove 
to, raiſe in me the moſt melancholy Reflections, and they 
muſt raiſe in the Breall of every Man that hears me, the moſt 
compaſſionate Concern ; therefore, if it be thought abſolutely 
neceſſary to lay on ſuch Duties as will amount to a Prohibi- 


tion, I hope they will not be laid on all at once: We may now 


lay on a ſmall Duty upon all forts of Spirits ſold by Re- 
tail, and a ſmall Duty upon Licences for ſelling by Retail; 
we may increaſe thoſe Duties the next Seſſion, and we may 
go on increaſing yearly, till they be at laſt brought up ſo high 
as to amount to a Prohibition: By this Method People will 


have time to look about them, and will get out of the Trade 


by Degrees; which will make it the leſs hurtful to every 


particular Man, and the more eaſy for him to fix himſelf in 


ſome new Way of Buſineſs, by which he may be able to 
ſupport his Family. 

I have often heard, Sir, of Sumptuary Laws, by which 
certain Sorts of Apparel, or rather Decorations, have been 
forbid to be worn by Perſons of inferior Rank; but J never 


yet heard of a Sumptuary Law, by which any Sort of Vic- 


tuals or Drink were forbid to be made uſe of by Perſons of 
a low Degree; yet this is, as it appears to me, what ſeems 


to be now intended: We are abſolutely to forbid the Uſe of 


Spirhtuous Liquors to all thoſe, who are not able to purchaſe 
a certain Namber of Gallons at a Time: A poor Journeyman 
or Labourer {hall not have a Dram, ſhall not have a Glaſs of 


Punch, unleis he can ſpare to lay out eight or ten Shillings at 
1555 FAD a Time, | 
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Time, which I am ſure two Thirds of our People cannot 
ell ſpare to do: Whereas, if a Man 1s rich enough to lay 
ut eight or ten Shillings at a Time, or profligate enough to 
aw his Coat, in order to raiſe the Money, he may drink 
much, he may commit as many Debauches in that Liquor 
2s he pleaſes ; the Law, contrived by the Wiſdom of the Bri- 
ih Legiſlature againſt the exceſſive Drinking of Spirits, ſhall 
put no Reſtraint upon any ſuch Man : If Spirituous Liquors, 
eren when taken in the moſt moderate Way, are of ſuch a 


it the Advice and Preſcription of a Phyſician, we ought 
Wo take Care of the Rich as well as of the Poor, by put- 
ing it out of the Power of the former, as well as of the 
hitter, to taſte the bewitching Cup without ſuch Advice and 
Preſcription ; but if the moderate Uſe of ſuch Liquors be no 
ray hurtful, I can ſee no Reaſon for our making any invi- 
ious Diſtinction between the Poor and the Rich; let us 
leave the moderate Uſe of ſuch Liquors to all, and take all 
proper Methods for preventing their being 1mmoderately 
uſed by any. This, I think, Sir, may be done by a much 
lower Duty than that now propoſed, and therefore, tho' J 
have as great a Regard for the Health and the Morals of the 
People, as any Gehtleman in this Houſe ; yet I cannot but 


terrible Conſequences with which it muſt neceſſarily be at- 
ended.” 

In anſwer to the above Speech of Mr Pulteney's it was 
gd, That no ſort of diſtilled Spirituous Liquor was ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for the Support of Nature; that ſuch Li- 


dus Diſtempers, and were never diſpenſed but in ſmall 
Quantities ; but when ſuch Liquors were to be met with 
every Corner, and People left at Liberty to take as much 
of them as they pleaſed, few could keep themſelves within 
ay Bounds, becauſe a ſmall Quantity deprived them of 
their Reaſon, and the Companions they uſually met with 
it ſuch Places, encouraged them to drink to Exceſs : That 


de Number of Retailers of ſuch Liquors, and raiſing the 
Price ſo high, as to put them out of the Reach of Per- 
ons of inferior Rank, who were the only Sort of People 
iſt to make a Cuſtom of getting drunk with ſuch Liquor; 
for that very few of the better Sort had ever been found to 
commit frequent Debauches in ſuch Liquors ; and even 


publick Reſort, the Temptations which might ariſe from 
Pomſcuous Company, would be entirely taken away, and 
very 


Anno 9. Geo. II. 
1735-36. 


— 


pernicious Nature, that they ought never to be taſted with- 


e againſt the Motion now made to you, becauſe of the 


Arguments in Be- 
half of the Mo- 
tion. 


quors were at firſt uſed only by Phyſicians, in ſome danger- 


It was impoſſible to prevent this Exceſs, without diminiſhing 


With reſpect to them, by putting it out of their Power to 
meet with ſuch Liquors at a cheap Rate in any Place of 


E 
Anno 9. Geo. 1. very few Perſons were ſo ridiculouſl 
drunk by themſelves. V : 0 
That they were very ſenſible of the D.ficulties to which 
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great Numbers of his Majeſty's Subjects would be reducd | that R. 
by the Duties to be laid upon the Retail of iuch Li 0, ., Tbe 
but the Intereſt of every particular Man mutt o:ve bigs Motion 
the general Intereſt ; and where the Preſervation of the do wy" 
ciety was fo eſſentially concerned, the Prejudice of be 24th L 
particular Perſons was not to be regarded. n by be paid 
all poſſible Care would be taken of thoſe that mi be l 0 - 3p 
by the Duties to be laid upon the Retail of Sr ous li Victua 
quors, in order that they might be enabled to "II ih ſnohol 
ſome other Way of ſupporting their Families; and as Ku nen 
one would be convinced that their being turned out oft © 5 
preſent Way of ſupporting them, was neccilary for tae ob Repor 
lick Good, it was to be pretumed that every Man 1 — | Sir Ro 
willingly ſubmit to ſuch a Regulation; ſo that it could nt ae 
raiſe any Diſaffection to his Majeity's Government. Houſe, 
That with reſpect to Rum and Brandy, it ue very cer: we 
tain that they likewite had been often drank to great Excel agen 
notwithſtanding the high Duties laid upon them and we x 
as pernicious, both to the Health and the Morals of the le. axis 
ple, as any home-made Spirit: That it would be ridiculous 2 
to lay a higher Duty upon home-made Spirits u icli were wo 
the Manufacture of the Subjects of this [fland, chan upon . 
Rum and Brandy, eſpecially the latter; and that if our 30 n 
gar-Iſlands ſhould ſuffer a little by our leſſening the Cor [peed 
ſumption of Rum, they could not complain, when they con- 8 
ſidered that it was for the Sake of preſcrving tacir Mother, Ma 
Country, the general Intereſt of which was always te be EleRti 
preferred to the particular Intereſt of any Colony; for if Rowla 
any fort of Spirit ſhould be exempted from the tic: chen Kotha 
to be impoſed, the Retailers would 11] all Sorts f int "day 
under that Denomination, and the DiRillers would compound York, 
them in ſuch a Manner, that it would be impoſüble to di 2 
cover the Fallacy. . | you 
* That they would willingly agree to the Method pro 5 j 
poſed by the honourable Gentleman, of laying on but 3 oe 
{mall Duty at once, and raiſing that Duty by Degree: 3 bat ne : 
they were very ſure the liying on a ſmall Duty would net + 
be an effectual Remedy for the Evil fo loudly comp!aiued rind : 
of: And if the Reſentment, then in the Nation again al 2. 
Sorts of diſtilled Spirituous Liquors, ſhould be allowed t9 8 F 
ſubiide, they were afraid they would never be able to get 55 — 
a new Act paſſed for raiſing that Duty, becauſe of the Mul- ws 
titudes of People that would always be engaged, by their oun I; f 
private Intereit, to oppoſe the paſſing of any ſuch Law; : er 
therefore they thought it was abſolutely neceſlary to take - 
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| that Reaſon they were for agreeing with the Motion.“ 


| 24th Day of June, 1736, the Sum of 501. yearly ſhould 


( 159 
Advantage of preſent Conjuncture, to put an effectual Stop Anno g. Geo. 11. 
to a Practice ſo long, and ſo juſtly complained of; and for 1735-6. 
The Motion for 


The Queſtion being then put upon Sir Joſeph Jekyll's 1.8% Pay of 


208. fer Gallon 


Motion, the {me was agrecd to without any farther Debate; 0: all Spirituous 


| _ . . . :quors agreed 
35 was likewiſe the following, viz. That from and after the to in the Grand 

Committee, who 
reſolve alfo, That 


be paid to his Majeſty, for a Licence, to be taken out yearly — Retailers theres 
by every Perſon keeping a publick Brandy-Shop, a publick yearly for a Lis 
Victualling-Houſe, Coftee-Houſe, or Ale-Houſe, or being an _— 
Innholder, wiio ſhall vend, barter, or utter, any ſuch Spi- 
ritzous Liquors. 8 5 

The Chairman of the Committee being about to make a Sir Robert Wil- 


: F ole moves, That 
Report of the two foregoing Reſolutions to the Houſe, ibe Committee. 


| Sir Robert Walpole mod up and mov'd, That the Com- might fit again, 


to make good 
mittee might ſit again before any Report was made to the bat Deficien = 
Houſe, becauſe as the Duties propoſed to be laid upon Spi- in the Civil Liſt 
rituous Liquors would certainly very much diminiſh the Con- flute which 
ſumption of ſuch Spirits, it was not to be expected that the #8rcc@ 0. 
Duties upon ſuch Spirits would produce ſo much yearly as 
they had formerly done; and as the former Produce ſtood 
appropriated for aniwering certain Annuities and Payments, 
particularly to the Civil Liſt, it would be neceſſary to con- 
hider of Ways and Means to make good the Deficiencies, 


that might happen by the two Reſolutions they had then 


| agreed to: Hereupon the Committee agreed to ſit again 


upon that Affair before making any Report. 

March q. The Houſe proceeded farther on the conteſted The Re pro- 
Election for the County of Vork, and the Counſel for Sir the conteſted Elec- 
Rowland Winn having propoſed to diſqualify William ice, an ehe, 
Stothard, who voted in Right of a Freehold at Acomb in H Fecvolcers 
the Wapontake of Aynſty, within the County of the City of have a Rizhr to 
York, and having examin'd a Witneſs concerning the Uſage or che he, 
of voting for Frceeholds lying in the ſaid Hundred at Elec- 
tions for the County of York, the Counſel for Sir Miles 
dtapylton, ſitting Member, were heard in Anſwer to the 
Evidence of that Diſqualification. And a Copy of the Re- 
cord of the Letters Patent granted by King Henry VI. to 
the Mayor and Citizens of York was read, reciting that the 
Mayor and Citizens were Bailifs of and in the Bundred of 
Anſty, and granting to them and their Succeſſors that the 
lad Hundred or Wapontake, with the Appurtenances, ſhould 
be annexed and united to the County of the {aid City, as 
Parcel thereof, excepting the Caſlle of York and its Diſtrict; 
and laving to the Archbiſhop, Dean and Chapter; and all 
other Perſons, all kind of Franchiſes, Privileges, &c. to 
them of right belonging: Hereupon it was reſolved, That 

erſons whoſe Frecholds lie within that Part of the County 

N | of 
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Anno 9. Geo. II. of the City of York, which is commonly call'd the Aynſh, 
25 have a Right to Vote for Knight of the Shire for the Cour 
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A Petition of the 
Drug iſts, &c. 
complaining of 
the unequal Du- 
ties upon Tea, 


and the per. icious Intereſt of the fair Trader in Tea would have been effedu. 
Practice of Smug- 


( 160) 


ty of Vork. | 
March 10. A Petition of the Druggiſts, and other Deal. 

ers in Tea, was preſented to the Houſe, and read; ſetting 

forth, That the Petitioners were induced to hope, that the 


ally ſecured by an Act paſſed in the 1oth Year of his late 
Majeſty, by which an Inland Duty of 4 s. per Pound wx 
laid on all Tea, without Diſtinction of Quality; but nc: 
withſtanding the Regulations made by that Act, and the 
many Penalties the Smugglers of Tea and their Accomplice 
were liable to by Law, the Petitioners had fatally experien- 
ced, the clandeſtine Importation of that Commodity was ſo 
far from being prevented, that it was carried on to ſuch 2 
Degree, that the Petitioners had the ſtrongeſt Reaſon to he: 
lieve, near one half of the Tea conſumed in this Kingdom 
paid no Duty; and that the very high Duty of 4s. jr 
Pound, as well as the Inequality of its being laid, were the 
principal Foundations of the pernicious Practice of Smur- 
gling, the coarſer Sort bearing much too great a Proportion 
of the ſaid Duty, and by the Smugglers bought Abroad at 
one third of the Price it would ſtand the fair Trades in at 
Home; and that unleſs ſome Remedy ſhould be applied et- 
fectually to prevent that known Evil, the Petitioners and all 
fair Traders would be under extreme Difficulties in carrying 
on their Trade, by reaſon of the Diſadvantages they were 
under, from the Practices of Smuggling, as well as from the 
Hardſhips they endured, and the Trouble they were put to, 
by the Execution of the ſaid Act; and that the Petitioners 
conceived the moſt effectual Means of putting a Stop to the 
clandeſtine Importation of Tea would be, to alter the Duty 
of 45. per Pound to a certain Rate ad YValorem, according 
to the Prices Tea ſhould ſell for at the Eaſt-India Company 
Sale ; by which Alteration, the Petitioners apprehended, 
the Amount of the Duty to the Publick would be equivalent, 
_ conſidering the Quantity, before that Time fraudulently im- 
ported, would be then added to the Revenue; and there: 
fore, for the Preſervation of that Trade to the Petitionen, 
by putting an End to the Practice of Smuggling, and for ſe- 
curing a Revenue to the Publick, by the Importation of that 
Commodity in Britiſh Ships from China and other Parts of 
India, and for preventing any Money being ſent to neigh: 
bouring Countries for the Purchaſe of Tea to be clandeitune- 
I imported and conſumed in this Kingdom, praying the 
Houſe to take the Premiſes into Conſideration, and give the 
Petitioners ſuch Relief, as to the Houſe ſhould ſeem meet. 


Hereupon it was reſolved, Neun. Cen. That that Houſe went 
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upon that Day Seven- night, reſolve itſelf into a Committee An 


of the whole Houſe, to conſider of the moſt effectual Means 


to put a Stop to the great and growing Evil ariſing from the 


unwarrantable and illegal Methods of importing Tea and 


other Goods into this Kingdom; and the ſaid Petition was 


order'd to be referred to the Conſideration of the ſaid Com- 
mittee. 

March 12. A Motion was made by Mr Walter Plumer, 
That an Act made in the 25th of King Charles II. intitled, 
An Act for preventing Dangers which may happen from Po- 
pi/þ Recuſants, might be read; and the fame being read ac- 
cordingly, Mr Plumer ſtood up and ſpoke as follows : 

8 | 5 

_ © I believe every Gentleman that hears me may eaſily 
judge, with what View I have defired this Act to be read 
to you. It is, Sir, with a Deſign to have ſome Part of it re- 
pealed, and another Part ſo amended and explained, as to 
make it conſiſtent with that Charity and good Nature which 
every Member of the Chriſtian Religion ought to ſhew to 
another. - | 

The Motion I am now to make, Sir, proceeds chiefly 
from theſe three Conſiderations : That I am, and I hope 
ſhall always be, an utter-Enemy to all manner of Perſecu- 


tion; That I have a great Reverence for that ſolemn In- 


ſtitution called the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper; and 
That I ſhall always be for every thing which I think may 
tend towards eſtabliſhing and preſerving the Unity, Peace, 
and Trade of my Country. Theſe are Conſiderations which 
I am perſuaded are of as great Weight with every Gentle- 
man of this Houſe as they are with me; and therefore, if 
I can ſhew that there is any Thing in this A& that-looks 
like Perſecution, any Thing that brings a Contempt upon 
that holy Inſtitution of our Religion, or any Thing incon- 
lilſtent with the Unity and Peace of our People, or with the 
Trade of our Country, I make no Doubt of having the u- 
nanimous Aﬀent of this Houſe to what I am to propole ; 
and, in my Opinion, it would contribute greatly to the 
Glory of this Generation, as well as the Honour of this 
ow of Commons, to have it agreed to Nemine contra- 
icente, f | | | 


* I hope, Sir, it will be granted me, that the ſubjecting 


A Man to a great Penalty if he refuſed to ſubſcribe to an 


Opinion which he thought inconſiſtent with the Chriſtian 
eligion, or to join in any Ceremonies of publick Worſhip 


which he thought ſinful or perhaps idolatrous, would be a 


very heavy Perſecution ; and I hope it will likewiſe be 
granted, that to render a Man upon any ſuch Account in- 
Capable of holding a Land-Eftate, or of ſucceeding to any 

Vor. IV. | > 4 Eſtate 


nog. Geo. II. 
1735 36. 


Mr Plumer's Mo- 
tion for repealing 
the Teſt-Act. 
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Anno g. Geo. 1, Eſtate as next Heir or next of Kin, would alſo amount to 


a high Degree of Perſecution: Now in this Statute which 


haas been read to you, there is one Clauſe which ena, 


© That all Perſons that ſhall bear Office, Civil or Military, or 
receive any Salary or Wages by any Grant from the King, 
or ſhall have Command or Place of Truſt from or unde; 
him, or ſhall be in his Navy or Houſhold, in England, 
Wales, Berwick, Jerſey, or Guernſey, ſhall not only take 
the Oaths of Supremacy and Allegiance, in the next Term, 
or at the Quarter Seſſions, within three Months after their 
Admittance, but ſhall receive the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper according to the Uſage of the Church of England, 
of which they are to deliver a Certificate, and make Proof 
at the Time of their taking the ſaid Oaths ; in Failure of 
which they are 7p/o Fa&o diſabled to enjoy the ſaid Offices 
or Employments, or any Profit thereby: And by another 
Clauſe, © Perſons beyond the Seas or under any of the other 
Impediments-there mentioned, are to receive the Sacrament 
and take the ſaid Oaths, within four Months after ſuch Im- 
diment removed.* By this Regulation it 1s evident, that 
no Man can hold or enjoy an Othce or Employment, Civil . 
or Military, without declaring himſelf a Member of the 
Church of England as by Law eſtabliſhed ; and as there are 
great Numbers of faithful Subjects, who have the Misfor- 
tune of believing that ſome of the Opinions eſtabliſhed by 
our Church are not entirely conſiſtent with Chriſtianity, 
and that ſome of our religious Ceremonies tend towards J. 
dolatry, ſuch Men cannot ſincerely communicate with the 
eſtabliſhed Church ; upon which Account, and upon that 
only, they may therefore be ſubjected to Penalties, or de- 
rived of a yearly Revenue, according to the Nature of 
the Office they may be named or entitled to; for if the 
Poſt or Office be ſuch a one as is attended with Trouble on- 
Iy, there is generally a Penalty upon a Man's refuſing to 
ſerve it ; which Penalty every Man muſt pay who is not a 
Member of the Church of England; becauſe by this Clauſe 
he is debarred from ſerving the Office ; whereas if it were 
not for this Incapacity he is laid under, he might pro- 
bably chuſe to ſerve the Office rather than pay the Pe- 
nalty; and I would be glad to know the Difference between 
ſubjecting a Man directly to a Penalty for refuſing to join in 
any religious Opinion or Ceremony, and this indirect Man- 
ner of ſubjecting him to it, by tacking to an Office, in itſelf 
meerly temporal, a moſt ſolemn Approbation of all the reli- 
gious Doctrines and Ceremonies of the eftabliſhed Church. 
Again, Sir, if the Poſt or Office to which a Man 1 
named or intitled, be one of thoſe to which a yearly Salary 


or Revenue is annexed, from the Day of his N, 
e 4 he 
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he has as good a Right to receive the Profits of that Of- aun 


fice as any Man has, or can have, to his Anceſtor's Eſtate, 
they being both founded chiefly upon the Law of the Land; 


| nay it often happens, that the Perſon named to any Poſt or 


Office has by long and faithful Services fully deſerved that 


| Nomination 3 and this I take to be a more meritorious 
| Title, than the Title any Man can have to the Eſtate of 


his Anceſtor or next Relation: Suppoſe we ſhould have a 


| new foreign War of ten Years Duration, as we had in the 


late Queen's Reign; ſuppoſe a Gentleman of the Diſſenting 
Perſuaſion ſhould in the Beginning of that War go abroad 
a Cadet in one of our Marching Regiments, and in Conſi- 
deration of much Blood loſt, and many brave Services per- 
formed in the Cauſe of his Country, ſhould be at laſt made 
Colonel of a Regiment, would not ſuch a Man be fully 
intitled to the Profits of his Commiſſion, during the Time 
his Majeſty ſhould think fit to continue him in Command ? 


Would it not be downright Perſecution to turn him out of 
his Commiſſion, and reduce him to a ſtarving Condition, 


meerly for the ſake of a Scruple of Conſcience ? Yet the 
Caſe would” be ſo, if this Law ſhould be then in Force: 
Upon the firſt Return of the Regiment to England, he 


would be obliged, within four Months to give up his Re- 


giment, or receive the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, ac- 
cording to the Uſage of our Eſtabliſhed Church, which his 
Conſcience would not permit him to do, if he ſhould hap- 
pen to be a ſincere Diſſenter: Therefore I muſt look upon 


this as a much higher * of Perſecution, than it would 


be to render a Man; on Account of any religious Opinion, 
incapable of holding a Land-Eſtate, or of ſucceeding to any 
Eftate as next of Kin. | 1 
From what I have ſaid, Sir, I hope it will appear that 
a very high Degree of Perſecution lurks under the incapa- 
citating Clauſes I have mentioned; and therefore; in my Mo- 
tion for the Repeal of them; I hope I ſhall have the Con- 
currence of all thoſe who are real Enemies to that Anti- 
chriſtian Practice; but when I conſider the Reverence due 
to the Sacrament of the Lord's-Supper ; a ſacred Myſtery 


which none ought to approach, without having firlt diligent- 


ly examined themſelves, and to which all are to be invited, 
but none to be compelled, I am ſurpriſed that it ſhould ever 
have been turned to ſuch a prophane Uſe, as that of qua- 
lifyin a Man for being an Adjutant to a Regiment, or the 
Bailiff of a little Borough. This, Sir, is perverting it to 
an Uſe for which I am ſure it was never intended, and this 
erverſion has already produced, and will always produce, 
many and great Abominations. It is well known how many 
ave become unworthy Partakers of the Holy COMMA; 
X 2 O 
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arne 9 Geo. 11, for the fake only of intitling themſelves to ſome lucrative 
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Poſt or Employment; it is well known what terrible Inde. 
cencies ſome have been guilty of, upon ſuch Occaſions, and 
what a Scandal has often been thereby given to all thoſe 
who are truly devout. This is ſo generally known that it 
is now the common Practice in all the Churches of England, 
for the Curate to deſire the legal Communicants if any there 
be, I mean thoſe who come there in Obedience to that Sta- 
tute, to divide themſelves from thoſe who come there purely 
for the Sake of Devotion; and, indeed, it were to be wiſhed 
that none of the former ſhould ever be allowed to Commu- 
nicate in the Preſence of, much leſs at the ſame Table with 
any of the latter; for the former are often ſo well and ſo 
generally known to be unworthy Partakers, that their being 
admitted upon any Pretence whatſoever, gives great Offence 
to the truly Religious, and tends to ſubvert the Morals of 
the Vulgar, by leſſening that Eſteeq which they ought to 


have for the eſtabliſned Religion of their Country, and which 


wiſe Magiſtrates will always cultivate with all poſſible Care; 
but this by long and general Experience we know, 1s not to 
be done by Penal Laws. On the contrary, ſuch Guarantees 
for the eſtabliſhed Religion of any Country, have always 
produced Pride, Ignorance, Luxury, and Oppreſſion, among 
thoſe of the Eitabliſhed Church, and invincible, nay, often 
victorious Enthuſiaſm, among thoſe of the contrary Religion. 
Even in this Kingdom, we know, that Penal Laws and Per- 
ſecution raiſed ſo high the Torrent of Enthuſiaſm among vs, 
that our Eſtabliſhed Church was at laſt quite overwheimed 
by the diſſenting Intereſt ; and happy was it for our Church 
that thoſe Enthuſiaſts deſtroyed our Conſtitution, as well as 
our eſtabliſhed Religion ; for if they had preſerved the for- 
mer, I am afraid the latter had never been reſtored. Since 
the Repeal of moſt of our perſecuting Laws, the diſſenting 


Intereſt has daily decreaſed ; and I am convinced thoſe Re- 


mains of it that are now among us, are chiefly owing to the 
Act now under our Conſideration, and onè other Act of much 
the ſame Nature. 

With regard to the Peace and Unity of our People, | 
mult ſay, Sir, it is Matter of great Surpriſe to me, how the 
Legiſlature of any Country could be prevailed on to anne: 
temporal Rewards or Puniſhments to ſpeculative Opinions 
in Religion. I can eaſily conceive how Doctors might differ 
in ſpeculative Points of Divinity, as well as in ſpeculative 
Points of Law, Phyſick, or Philoſophy ; and I know with 
what Vehemence a learned Doctor in either of thoſe Sci 
ences maintains his own Opinion, and with what Envy, Ma- 
lice, and Rage, he purſues his Adverſaries ; but I _ 
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eaſly conceive what Reaſons the Lawgivers of any Country anne g ges 9. 
could have, to adopt and eſtabliſh ſpeculative Opinions of,. '7353* 
any particular Doctor in Divinity, while at the ſame Time 

| they ſhewed a very great Indifference, with regard to the ſpe- 

culative Opinions of the Doctors in all other Branches of 

| Literature : The Cauſe of this different Behaviour in our 


tive 
nde- 
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here | ancient Lawgivers, I ſay, I cannot well comprehend ; but 
dta- | whatever may have been the Cauſe, if they thereby inten- 
rely ded to eſtabliſh an Uniformity of Opinion with reſpe& to 
ſhed religious Matters, Experience has ſhewn that they have been 
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| moſt egregiouſly miltaken ; for the annexing of temporal 
Rewards and Puniſhments to ſpeculative Opinions, has been 
ſo far from reconciling Men's Minds, and making them agree 
in any one Opinion, that it has rendered thoſe of different 
Opinions in Religion, not only implacable, but moſt cruel 
and barbarous Enemies to one another ; an Efﬀect which has 
never been produced by Difference of Opinion in any other 
Science. In Law, in Phyſick, in Philoſophy, there are, and 
always have been, Doctors of different Opinions; and among 
them too there have always been, I believe, ſome who would 
have gladly confuted their Adverſaries by Fire and Faggot, 


Ways eſpecially when they found theinſelves overcome by fair Rea- 
100g ſoning; but as the Law of no Country has as yet thought 
often it to interpoſe in thoſe Diſputes, we find the Followers of 
7100, theſe Doctors have generally argued the Matter very coolly, 
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and when the Diſpute was over have parted as good Friends 
as they met. This has hitherto been the Caſe in all Sciences 
except Divinity; but if we ſhould make a Law for puniſh- 
ing thoſe who did not agree with the Newtonian Syſtem of 
Philoſophy, or for rendering all ſuch incapable to hold any 
Poſt or Office in our Government, I am perſuaded we ſhould | 
have, in a few Years, great Numbers of our People who 


ting would be ready to ſacrifice Life and Fortune ig Defence of 
Re- the Ariſtotelian or the Carteſian Syſtem : Nay, if any ſuch 
the Law were made againſt all thoſe who did not believe that 
nuch the three Angles Fr every Triangle, are equal to two right 


Angles, I make no doubt but that this plain Demonſtration 
would be moſt violently oppoſed by great Numbers of Men 
in the Kingdom; for when the Paſſions of Men are ſtirred 


e, 1 
the 


nne x up by temporal Rewards and Puniſhments, the molt reaſon- 
1100S able Opinions are rejected with Indignation, the moſt ridi- 

iffer culous are embraced with a frantick Sort of Zeal. There- 

tire fore, Sir, if we have a Mind to eſtabliſh Peace among our 

with Frople, we muſt allow Men to judge freely in Matters of 

Sci. Neligion, and to embrace that Opinion they think right, 

Ma- without any Hopes of temporal Rewards, and without any 

nnot Fears of temporal Puniſhment. | 


aſil eee, 
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in that reſpect by the Toleration Act are ſo apparent, that 
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As to our Trade, Sir, the Advantages we have reaped 


I ſhall not take up your Time with enlarging upon that Sub- 
je ; but in order to retain thoſe Advantages, and to im- 
prove them as much as poſſible, I ſhall beg Leave to move, 


that Leave be given to bring in a Bill to repeal ſo much of 


Debate thercon. 
Sir Wilf. Lawſon. 


Ld Noel Somerſet, 
Ld Tyrconnel, 
Mr Danvers, 

r Shippen. 
Sir R. Walpole, 


the ſaid Act paſſed in the 25th of Charles II. intitled, 4: 
Af for preventing Dangers which may happen from Pojiſp 
Recuſants, as obliges all Perſons, who are admitted to any 
Office, Civil or Military, to receive the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, within a Time limited by the ſaid AQ, and 
for explaining and amending fo much of the ſaid Act, a; 
relates to the Declaration againſt Tranſubſtantiation.' _ 
Mr Plumer being ſeconded by Sir Wilfrid Lawſon ; the 
ſame was oppos'd by Lord Noel Somerſet, Lord Viſcount 
'Tyrconnell, Mr Danvers, Mr Shippen, and Sir Robert 
Walpole, who urged the following Arguments againſt the 


Sir 3 3 | 
As have hitherto appeared to be an utter Enemy to 
all Perſecution, I hope my diſagreeing with this Motion will 
not be looked on as any Sign of my having changed my 
Opinion, or of my having any Intention to alter my Con- 
duct for the future: So/far otherwiſe, Sir, I have ſtill, and 
I hope ſhall always have, as tender a Regard for the Dif- 


{enters of all Denominations, as any Man can have, who 


is a true Member of the Church eſtabliſhed by Law. As a 
ſincere Member of the Church of England I muſt, and 1 do 
wiſh that all the Diſſenters in the Kingdom could be gained 


over to the Eſtabliſhed Church; but though I wiſh for this 
happy Event, yet I ſhall never be for attempting the 5c 


compliſhment of that Wiſh by any Methods that have the 
leaſt Tendency towards Perſecution, or towards doing à real 
Injury to any Man whoſe Conſcience will not allow him to 
embrace the Eſtabliſhed Religion of his Country : For all 
ſuch I ſhall continue to have a real Concern ; becauſe I 
think this Difference of Opinion is a Man's Misfortune, and 


not his Crime. | 


But, Sir, the Word Perſecution has, in my Opinion, 
been very much miſtaken by the honourable Gentleman who 


made you this Motion; for according to the Meaning he 


has put upon the Words, there could be no eftablithed 
Church, or eſtabliſhed Religion in the World, but what 


| muſt be deemed guilty of perſecuting all thoſe who differ 


from it; and yet thoſe Gentlemen will, I believe, grant, 
that in every Society there ought to be an eſtabliſhed Rel- 


gion, or a certain Form of publick Worſhip eſtabliſhed bY 
the Lay;s of that Society ; therefore we muſt find out 2 
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Meaning for theſe Words different from that which has been ©” 


put upon it. : 3 

« As there is in every Society a certain Form of Govern- 
ment eſtabliſhed, I hope it will be granted, that it is the 
Duty of every Member of that Society to ſupport and pre- 
ſerve that Form of Government as long as he thinks it the 


beſt that can be eſtabliſned; and on the other Hand, if 


there be any Man, or any Set of Men, who are convinced 
that a different Form of Government would render the So- 
ciety much more happy and powerful, I believe it will like- 
wiſe be granted, that it is the Duty of all ſuch Men to en- 
deavour, in a peaceable Way, at leaſt, to bring about an 
Alteration. Theſe two Duties therefore being altogether 
inconſiſtent, nay, even deſtruſtive of one another, it is abſo- 
lutely impoſſible for the one Set of Men to do their Duty, 
without laying the other Set under ſome Hardſhips : When 
tioſe Hardſhips are no greater than what are abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for the End intended, they are juſt and reaſonable, 
and ſuch as thoſe who are ſubjected to them, ought not to 
complain of ; but when they are greater than what are ne- 
ceſlary, they then begin to take and to deſerve the Name 
of Oppreſſion, and according to the Degrees of this Exceſs, 
the Degrees of Oppreſſion are always to be computed. In 
this Kingdom we know there is a Set of Men who think it 


their Duty to endeavour to bring about an Alteration of our 
preſent happy Eſtabliſhment, I mean our Nonjurors ; who 


for that very Reaſon are excluded from all Poſts and Places 


n our Government, which is certainly a Hardſhip upon 


tiem; but I am ſure it cannot be called an Oppreflion ; 
nor can this Excluſion with Reſpe& to them be called a 
uiiſhment. =_ = | 


And if there be a Set of Men in this Kingdom who 


tlink the Doctrines of the eſtabliſhed Church inconſiſtent 
With Chriſtianity, or the Ceremonies of our publick Wor- 
ſup idolatrous, it is their Duty as Chriſtians to attempt to 
Ing about an Alteration in our eſtabliſhed Religion, and 
they certainly will attempt it as ſoon as it is in their Power ; 
ny, with all Deference to the honourable Gentlemen who 
laye ſpoke upon the other ſide of the Queſtion, for all of 
Fhom [ have the greateſt Eſteem, I muſt look upon this very 
otion as a Beginning of that Attempt ; but as I am a 

Member of the Church of England, and think it the beſt 
Religion that can be eſtabliſhed, I think it my Duty to 
prevent its being ever in the Power of ſuch Men to ſucceed 
9 any ſuch Attempt ; and for this Purpoſe, I think it ab- 
dlutely neceſſary to exclude them from any Share in the 
"Xcutive Part of our Govenment at leaſt ; becauſe if the 
faecutire Part ſhould once come to be generally in their 
Hands, 
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Annog. Gee.ll, Hands, they would very probably get the Legiſlative Part 
353% likewiſe, from which Time it would be in vain to thinl: gf 
| preventing, in a peaceable Manner, their doing «/iazyer 
| they had a Mind; and it muſt be preſumed they ould d 
8 what they thought themſeives in Duty bound to do. To 
exclude a Man from a profitable Poſt or Employment, I ſhall 
admit to be a Hardſhip upon the Man ſo excluded; but 2; 
it is abſolutely neceſſary for the Preſervation of our eſtabliſh. 
ed Church, to exclude thoſe, who think it their Duty tg 
deſtroy it, from any Share in the executive Part of our Go. 
vernment ; therefore this Excluſion can no more be called 
Perſecution, than it can be called Oppreſſion, to exclude 
Nonjurors from any Share of our Government Executive 
| or Legiſlative, nor can ſuch Excluſion be deemed a Puniſh 
| ment in the one Caſe any more than in the other. 
| In the ſuppoſed Caſe of a brave Diſſenter's being ad- 

vanced to the Command of a Regiment, I ſhall grant that 

it would be a great Hardſhip upon him to be turned out of 
his Command, and to be expoſed to a ſtarving Condition, 
upon his return to his Native Country; but the ſame Caſe 
may be ſuppoſed with reſpect to a Roman Catholick Gentle- 
man; yet there would be no Perſecution in either Cafe; 
becauſe the excluding of all ſuch Men from any Command 
in our Army, eſpecially here at Home, is, I think, «blo- 
lutely neceſſary for the Preſervation of our Conſtitution in 

the happy State it is in at preſent : Nor could ſuch an Ix. 

cluſion be called a Puniſhment upon the Man fo excluded, 

no more than it can be called a Puniſhment upon a Man of 
five Foot and a Half to be excluded from being a Soldier in 
the Guards; for neither of theſe Excluſions proceeds from 

any Crime or Fault in the Man, it being as impoſſible for a 

Man to alter his Opinion when he has a Mind, as it to 

add two or three Inches to his Stature when he has Occaſion 

for it; but as the latter becomes neceſſary for the Sake of 
preſerving the Beauty and Symmetry of a Regiment, ſo the 
former becomes neceſſary for the Sake of preſerving the 

Beauty and Symmetry of a Society. - 

The Argument raiſed from the ſuppoſed Abuſe of the 
bleſſed Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, is founded upon 3 
Fact which I cannot admit; for as there is nothing in this 
Law that can compel the Admiſſion of an unworthy Perſon ; 
as the Miniſters of our Church may refuſe to admit au) 
Perſon to that Sacrament, who does not devoutly and hun: 
bly defire it, or for any other lawful Cauſe, [See Statute 
1 Edward VI. Chap. 1.] I mutt preſume no unworthy 
Perſons are admitted; or at leaſt, if there be, it does rot 
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but from the criminal and irreligious Neglect of the Mini- Anneg. Geo. 11. 


ſter who admits them. 

« As to the Unity and Peace of our People, I am per- 
ſuaded, Sir, the Repeal of this Law, and another which I 
believe is likewiſe intended, would raiſe moſt terrible Di- 
ſturbances and Confuſions ; for with Reſpect to all Poſts and 
Employments that go by Election, we ſhould have all the Diſ- 
ſenters combining cloſely together to bring in their Friends, 
which would of courſe breed many Riots and Tumults. And 
as to our Trade, it depends ſo much upon the Peace and 
Tranquility of the Nation, that if we have a Mind to pre- 
ſerve it, we ought not to make any new Regulation or re- 


peal any old, if by ſo doing we run the Riſque of raiſing 


Heart-burnings and Jealouſies among our People. 
To this it was replied by Lord Polwarth, Mr Heathcote, 
and Mr Holden, as follows : 
ie, ds 
© I ſhall take up very little of your Time in replying to 
what has been ſaid ; for in my Opinion, the Arguments for 


| the Motion have been enforced by what has been ſaid by 


way of Anſwer to them. 

If the Hardſhips impoſed upon the Diſſenters, by the Law 
under our Conſideration, are greater than what are abſolutely 
neceſſary for preventing its being in their Power to deſtroy 


| the Eſtabliſhed Church, it muſt be granted, from what has 


been ſaid of the other Side of the Queſtion, that this Law is 
a perſecuting Law: Now, Sir, to determine this Queſtion 
in the Affirmative, we need have Recourſe to no other Na- 
tion but Scotland : With regard to that Nation, we know 
that the Presbyterian Religion, which is here one of our Diſ- 
ſenting Religions, is there the Eſtabliſned Church, and what 
is here our Eftabliſh'd Church, is there a Diſſenting Religion; 


Lord 
Mr H 


Mr H 


yet the Eſtabliſhed Church in Scotland have never thought it 


neceſſary, nor does it appear to be neceſſary, for their Pre- 
ſervation, to exclude their Diſſenters from all Poſts and Em- 
ployments in the executive Part of their Government, nor 
have they any Law for ſuch a Purpoſe ; but on the contrary 
ſome of their Judges and Magiſtrates, and many of thoſe in 
Polts and. Employments in that Kingdom, go openly, and in 
the molt ſolemn Manner, to the Epiſcopal or Church of Eng- 
d Meeting-Houſes ; and tho' this Practice or Indulgence 

as been continued for many Years, and continues to this 

Day, yet the Eſtabliſhed Church in that Country 1s ſo far 
from being in any Danger of being overturned by what is 
there the diſſenting Intereſt, that the former is daily gaining 
Ground upon the latter; which evidently ſhews the great 
Weight and Effe& of a legal Eſtabliſhment, with reſpect to 
Religion, when the Minds of Men are not irritated by any 
Var, IV. * unne- 


1735 36. 


Polwarth. 


* 
olden. 


— . 1 


(170) 


Anno. ogg u. unneceſſary Hardſhips put upon them. I could likewiſe in- 
40 


ſtance Holland, and ſeveral other Proteſtant Countries, to 
ſhew that rendering Diſſenters incapable of ſerving the Crown 
in any Poſt of Honour, Truſt, or Profit, is a Hardſhip put 
upon them, which is ſo far from being abſolutely neceſſary, 
that it is not at all neceſſary for preſerving the Eitabliſhed 
Religion of any Country; and therefore this Hardſhip muſt 
in the ſtricteſt Senſe be called Perſecution, even according 
to the Meaning put upon it by the honourable Gentlemen, 
who have ſpoke on the other Side of the Queſtion. 
With reſpe& to Nonjurors and Roman-Catholicks, the 


Hardſhips put upon them are not for the Sake of a Scruple 


of Conſcience in any Matter of a religious Concern, but be- 
cauſe they are Enemies to the State, and to the preſent hap- 


py Eſtabliſhment ; but I am ſurprized to hear it ſaid that 


the rendering of them, or the Diſſenters, incapable of holding 


any Poſt of Honour, Truſt, or Profit under the Crown, is 


no Puniſhment, when I conſider that that very Puniſhment 
has often been inflicted by Parliament, as one of the greateſt 
Puniſhments they could inflict upon Crimes of a very high 
Nature: Surely this legal Incapacity mult be looked on as | 
2 Puniſhment upon both, but with this Difference, that upon 
Nonjurors or Roman Catholicks, it is with great Juſtice in- 
flicted, but upon Diſſenters it is inflicted without any Oc- 
caſion, no Party among the latter having ever yet been ſuſ- 
pected of being Enemies to our preſent Eſtabliſhment, unleſs 


the rejecting of this Motion ſhould make them fo. I am 


ſure every Gentleman that hears me muſt grant, that there 
is ſome Difference between a Capacity of being a Soldier in 
the Guards, and a Capacity of holding any Poſt or Prefer- 
ment under the Crown : 'The Guards are the King's own 


_ Servants, and every Man may chuſe what ſort of Servants 


he has a mind ; therefore no Man has a Title to any Ca- 
pacity of being a Soldier in the Guards ; but every Subject 
has a Title to a Capacity at leaſt of ſharing in the Honours 
and Preferments of his Country, and that Capacity ought 
not to be taken from him, but by way of Puniſhment for 
ſome very high Crime or Miſdemeanour ; for it is a Puniſh- 
ment ſo diſhonourable and ſevere, that we never find it in- 
flicted by our Laws upon Crimes of an ordinary Nature. 

I ſhall grant, Sir, that a Miniſter of the Eſtabliſhed 
Church is not, by any expreſs Words in this Act, ordered 


or compelled to adminiſter the Sacrament to an unworthy 


Perſon, who deſires it only for the Sake of enabling him. 
ſelf to hold a beneficial Employment; but if a Miniſter of 
the Church of England ſhould refuſe to adminiſter the Sa- 
crament to any Perſon, upon ſuch Occaſion, and that Per- 


ton ſhould by means of ſuch Refuſal loſe his Poſt, or only 
| | a Year's 


1 


a Year's Salary, he might bring his Action at Common Anno 9. Geo. U. 


Law upon the Statute of King Edward VI. againſt ſuch Mi- 
niſter, and would recover great Damages, if the Court 
ſhould not approve of the Miniſter's Reaſon for refuſing to 
adminiſter the Sacrament to the Plaintiff : Whereas, before 
the receiving of the Sacrament was made a Qualification 
for a civil Employment, no ſuch Plaintiff could have reco- 
vered any conſiderable Damage ; nay, I doubt if he could 
have recovered any Damage at all; for he could not pro- 
bably have proved any temporal Damage by his not receiv- 
ing the Sacrament when he defired it; and I do not ſee 
how a Jury could pretend to put a Value upon the ſpiritual 
Damage he might pretend to have received. Thoſe Laws 
therefore, which have made the receiving the Sacrament a 


| Qualification for a civil Employment, have ſubjected all the 


Clergymen of the Church of England to a very great Dit- 
iculty ; becauſe they are by thoſe Laws, and by thoſe only, 
ſubjected to the Danger of having ſuch Damages given 
againſt them as may ruin them and their Families for ever, 
in Caſe they refuſe to adminiſter the Sacrament to a Perſon, 


whom they know to be a moſt profligate and impenitent 


dinner ; for this a Miniſter of our Church may be fully 
convinced of, and yet it may be impoſſible for him to make 
the ſame appear to a Jury. 

© To pretend, Sir, that if thoſe incapacitating Laws were 
repealed, the Diſſenters would combine cloſely together in 
all Elections, and that theſe Combinations would occaſton 
terrible Diſturbances, is contradicted by Experiences, is con- 
tradicted by Experience in England as well as Scotland; for 
tho' many of the Diſſenters in England do communicate 
ſometimes with the Eſtabliſhed Church, and in Conſequence 


thereof become Candidates, from Time to Time, for almoſt 


every elective Civil Poſt in the Kingdom; and tho' the Diſ- 
{enters do generally join pretty unanimouſly upon ſuch Oc- 
caſions, I believe more unanimouſly than they would do if 
theſe Laws were repealed, yet we find it never produces 
any Diſturbances. And in Scotland, where the Diſſenters 
from their Eſtabliſhed Church are under no incapacitating 
Laws, we find that the Diſputes about Elections never pro- 
duce any Diſturbances between the two religious Parties 
in that Kingdom; altho' it muſt be granted that the People 


of that Country are as violent in all their Deſires, as bold 


and enterpriſing in their Deſigns, and as turbulent under 
Viſappointments, as the People in any Country, I believe, 
upon the Face of the Earth. We muſt therefore from Ex- 
perience conclude, that the Repeal of thoſe pertecuting 
aws, which, to our Misfortune, are ſtill in Force in this 
ingdom, would confirm rather than diſturb our preſent 
: Tran-. 
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Arno g. Geo. . Tranquility; and it would certainly increaſe our Trade, be- 
. cauſe it is not to be queſtioned but that a great many more 
rich foreign Merchants would come over and ſettle among 
us, if they could enjoy all the Privileges of Engliſhmen 
without changing their Religion: Whereas, while thoſe 
Laws remain unrepealed, a few foreign Tradeſmen and 
Mechanicks may perhaps come over ; but rich and opulent 
foreign Merchants will neither come nor ſtay to ſettle their 
Families in this Kingdom, when they conſider that neither 
they nor their Poſterity can aſpire to any Honour or Pre- 
ferment, unleſs they make a Sacrifice of the Religion of 
| their Anceſtors.” . | 
peating the Tots The Debate being over, the Queſtion was put, and upon 
AQ, paifes in he a Diviſion, it was carried in the Negative by 251 againk 
egative. 123 | | | 

March 17. The Houſe being in a Grand Committee on 
Propola's. Farce the Supply, Sir Robert Walpole acquainted the Houle, 
Lols the Civ! Liſt That the Share the Civil Liſt only had in the Duties on Spi- 

might ſuſtain by * . | 
the Duties on Spi- rituous Liquors, had for ſeveral Years laſt paſt amounted to 


rituous Liquors, 


might be made At leaſt 70,0001. yearly, one Year with another; and as a 


Sir R. Walpole's 


good by ſome other great Part of this Annuity would be loſt to the Crown, it 


und, and all the 


Duties on Spiritu- Was neceſſary to make it good from ſome other Fund; there. 
ous Liquors appro- 


priated to the Sink. fore he propoſed appropriating all the Duties on Spirituous 


ing Fund. Liquors to the Aggregate Fund, which makes a Part of the 
Sinking Fund, and charging that Fund with all the Annui- 

ties and Payments formerly payable out of thoſe Duties. 
Debate thereon. But this was oppos'd by ſeveral Members, who ſtrongly in- 


ſiſted, That the Civil Liſt, inſtead of being a Loſer, would 
be a Gainer by leſſening the Conſumption of Spirits, becaule 
the Conſumption of Beer and Ale, and of Wine, and the 
Produce of the Duties on Wine-Licences, &c. would be 
thereby greatly increaſed ; ſo that the Loſs the Crown might 
ſuſtain by leflening the Produce of the Duties upon Spiritu— 
ous Liquors, would be much more than made good by the 
_ Increaſe of almoſt all the other Revenues appropriated to the 
Civil Lift ; particularly that upon Beer and Ale. | 

To this the Courtiers anſwer'd, That there might proba- 
bly be an Increaſe in the Exciſe upon Beer and Ale; but 35 
what the Amount of that Increaſe might be, was uncertain, 
and as the Amount of the Loſs the Crown was to fuſtain 
was certain, therefore that Loſs ought then to be made good 
out of ſome certain Produce; and if there did really hap: 
pen any Increaſe in the Exciſe upon Beer and Ale, dhe) 
might call for an Account of it in two or three Ycars after, 
in order that the ſame might be appropriated to the Aggie: 
gate Fund, for making good what was propoſed to be taken 

trom that Fund. af 
ter 
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After this the two following Reſolutions were agreed to Anno 9. Geo, II. 
| without a Diviſion, I. That the Duty and Revenues, which 2? 5 
| ſhould ariſe by Licences for vending Brandy or Spirits, as Two Reſolutions in 
| alſo the preſent Duties on Low Wines, Strong-waters, Bran- ***ance thereot, 
| dy, Rum, Arrack, and all other Spirits whether Foreign or 
| Britiſh, and ſuch Duties as ſhould arile by retailing the ſame, 
| ſhould be united to, and made Part of the general or Ag- 
| cregate Fund eſtabliſhed by the Act of the firſt of King 
| George I. and ſhould be iſſued and applied to the Uſes to 
which the ſaid Fund 1s, or ſhould be made applicable. 
II. That all the ſeveral Annuities, Payments, and Appro- 
| priations, which were then charged upon, and payable out 
| of the ſaid ſeveral Duties on Strong-waters, Brandy, Rum, 
| Arrack, or any other Spirits, ſhould be charged upon, and 
made payable out of the {aid Aggregate Fund. 
The ſame Day the Quaker's Bill was read the firſt Time, The Quarer: Bill 
| and order'd a ſecond Reading: It was likewiſe order'd to be c to be print: 
printed. 
March 19. The Reſolutions of the 8th and 17th in the 
Committee of Supply, relating to Spirituous Liquors being 
reported, were agreed to by the Houle ; and then a Motion 
vas made, That the Reſolutions reported from the Commut- 
| tee of the whole Houſe, who were appointed to conſider of 
the Petition of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace for Mid- 
cleſex, in their general Quarter-Seſhon aſſembled, and agreed 
do by the Houſe upon the 24th of February, might be read; 
and the ſame being read accordingly, it was ordered, That a 
| Bill be brought in upon the Reſolutions then laſt read, and 
allo upon the Reſolutions that Day reported from the Com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe, to whom it was referred, to 
conſider farther of Ways and Means for raifing the Supply 
granted to his Majeſty, and agreed to by the Houle ; and 
that Sir Joſeph Jekyll, Sir Charles Turner, Sir Robert Wal- 
pole, Mr Doddington, Sir George Oxenden, and Mr Win- 
nungton, ſhould prepare and bring in the ſame. | 
March 22. A Motion was made, That the Commiſſioners 
of the Exciſe ſhould lay before the Houſe an Account of the 
Net Produce of the Hereditary and 'Temporary Exciſe from 
dſummer 1716, to Midſummer 1726, diltinguiſhing each 
ear, and the Produce of the ſeveral Duties belonging to 
the ſaid Exciſe. | 
The Reaſon of calling for the ſaid Account of the Net 
roduce of the Hereditary and Temporary Exciſe, was in 
order that it might afterwards from thence appear what In- 
creaſe had ariſen in the Exciſe upon Beer and Ale, by the 
preventing or leſſening the Conſumption of Spirituous Li- 
quors; and in order that the Increaſe might be appropriated 
[9 the Aggregate Fund, by the Bill which was then to be 
| brought 
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Petitions from the March 26. A Petition of the Clergy of Middleſex wy 


u Bil. mne preſented to the Houſe, and read, alledging, That the Bil 
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Debate, it was carried in the Negative, by 182 to 122. 


depending in that Houſe, to enlarge, amend, and render 
more effectual the Laws in Being, for the more eaſy Reco. 
very of Tythes, Church Rates; Oblations; and other Fecle- 
ſiaſtical Dues from the People called Quakers, would, 2 
the Petitioners conceived, if paſſed into a Law, be extremely 
prejudicial to themſelves and Brethren, excluding them from 
the Benefit of the Laws then in being for the Recovery of 
Tythes and other Dues, and thereby putting the Clergy of 
the Eſtabliſhed Church upon a worſe Foot than the reſt of 
his Majeſty's Subjects; and therefore deſiring to be heard by 
their Counſel upon the Subject Matter of the ſaid Bill. 
This Petition was ordered to lie upon the Table, till the 
Bill ſhould be read a ſecond Time z and that the Petitioners, 
1f they thought fit, ſhould be then heard by their Counſel 
againſt it: It was alſo ordered that Counſel be then heard 


for the Bill. The Clergy from all Parts of the Kingdom After 
| ſent up Petitions to the ſame Purpoſe. | That tl 
Sir Joſeph Jekyll March 29. Sir Joſeph Jekyll preſented to the Houſe, ac- | Commi 


ommit 
Or thei 
plledgec 
in that 
ion ag 


Houſe the Bil! a- COrding to Order, A Bill fon laying a Duty upon the ke. 
N tailers of Spirituous Liguors, and for licenſing the Retailers 
| thereof; and the ſame being received, Sir Robert Walpole 
ſtood up, and by his Majeſty's Command acquainted the 


Houſe, © That, as the Alterations propoſed to be made by 


that Bill in the Duties charged upon all Spirituous L- bers, w 
% quors, might, in a great Degree, affect ſome Parts of his 2 
% Majeity's Civil Liſt Revenues, ariſing from the ſame, hb oney- 
ac Majeſty, for the Sake of remedying ſo great an Evil, 45 ouſe, 
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Was intended by that Bill to be prevented, conſented to 
accept any other Revenue of equal Value, to be ſettle. 
« and appropriated in lieu of his Intereſt in the ſaid Duties. 
The Bill was then read the firſt Time, and ordered to be 

read a fecond Time: After which a Motion was made, 
That the faid Bill be printed; but the Queſtion being pit, 

aa it was carried in the Negative. 

Which is wie March 31. The ſaid Bill was read a ſecond Time, and 

cad and commit» a . . | 

„ committed to a Committee of the whole Houſe. 

The Bill for limit. The ſame Day the Bill for limiting the Number of Off. 

ing the Number 

Houle dropt. and a Motion being made for committing the ſame, and the 
Queſtion being put, it was carried in the Negative by 224 

A Petition of the to 177. [See Fol. III. p. 122.) | a 

Traders to the Bri- April O. A Petition of the Merchants and Planters trading 


Uh Sugar-Colonies 


in America apainſt to and intereſted in the Britiſh Sugar-Colonies in Amen 
fr . A 
Spirimous Lig iets. Was preſented to the Houſe, and read; ſetting forth, That 


the 


Ide Reſolutions which the Houſe had come to for granting 


Anno 9. Ceo, u. 
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to his Majeſty a Duty of 20 8. per Gallon for all Spirituous - 


ors ſold by Retail, and for the Payment of the Sum of 
Yearly to his Majeſty by every Perſon retailing the 
ſame, would bring, as the Petitioners apprehended, unavoid- 
able Ruin on the Sugar-Colonies, tho? the Evil complained 


of did not ariſe from the Conſumption of the Commodities 


imported from the ſaid Colonies ; and repreſenting to the 

Houſe a State of their Caſe, with regard to the Conſump- 

tion of Sugar, Moloſſes and Rum, as it would be affected 

by the Bill brought in upon the ſaid Reſolutions ; in full Aſ- 

ſurance, that the Wiſdom of the Legiſlature would find 

Means effectually to ſuppreſs the Evils occaſioned by the ex- 

ceſive Uſe of Spirituous Liquors, without deſtroying the 

Sugar-Trade, upon which the Subſiſtence of ſo many 'Thou- 

ſands of his Majeſty's Subjects depended ; and therefore 

paying that the Petitioners might be heard by themſelves, 
or their Counſel, againſt ſo much of the ſaid Bill, as they 

conceived might extend to their Prejudice, or affect the Bri- 

tin Sugar-Trade. | 5 : 

After the Reading of this Petition, a Motion was made, 

That the ſaid Petition be referred to the Conſideration of the 

Committee of the whole Houſe, to whom the ſaid Bill was 

committed ; and that the Petitioners be heard by themſelves, 

or their Counſel before the ſaid Committee; but it being 

pledged, that it was contrary to the Method of Proceeding 

in that Houſe, to hear Counſel or Parties upon any Peti- 
on againſt a Money- Bill, [See Vol. II. p. 37 1.] the Mem- 
bers, who had made and ſeconded the Motion, deſired that 
everal Journals relating to the receiving Petitions againſt 


Money- Bills, might be read, viz. 1. The Journal of the 


Debate thereon, 


Houſe, June 1. in the 1oth of King William. 2. The 


journal of the Houſe of April 15. in the 11th of King 

Illiam, 3. The Journal of the Houſe of May 5. in the 
4. The Journal of the Houſe of 
April 3. in the 8th of King William. 5. The Journal of 
le Houſe of April 7. following. 6. The Committee-Book 
df the Committee of the whole Houſe, in relation to the 
'roceedings of April 9, 1696. 
Houſe of May 9. in the 13th of King William. 8. The 
Journal of the Houſe of March 20. in the 1ſt of Queen 
inne. Theſe being accordin 


13th of King William. 


7. The Journal of the 


gly read, the Members who were 


or the Motion urg d, 
That with reſpe&t to thoſe Money-Bills 
broupht in for anſwering the current Service of the enſuing 
ar, there was ſome Reaſon for not admitting Petitioners 
o be heard againſt them; becauſe ſuch Services required an 
Pmediate Supply 3 they could not be carried on 


which were 


1730. 


Annog. Seo. 11. Money, and they generally could not admit of any Delay; 


ſideration of the Petition of the Eaſt-India Company to the 
Committee of the whole Houſe, to whom the Bill for rainy 


Europe were then in, it could not be denied but that the 


quired as much Diſpatch as could almoſt at any one Time be 


not properly be called a Money-Bill: There were, tas 
true, ſome Taxes to be impoſed by the Bill, but thoſe Tax 


| ple, and the RY the Rule for not admitti Petitioners 0 
be heard again a Money-Bill, could in no Manner of Way 


freely make ſuch Regulations as they had a Mind, but with 


by Foreign Powers, we ought to be extremely cautious l 


4236+} 


therefore the publick Safety made it often neceſſary 90 pal 
ſuch Bills with the utmoſt Diſpatch, and for that Reaſon the 
Houſe had laid it down as a Rule not to admit Petitioretz 
to be heard againſt them; but even in ſuch Caſes the lk 
was not without Exception, as appeared from the firſt of the 
above Journals, viz. June 1. in the 10th of King Willian 
relating to ſeveral Petitions of the Bailiffs, Wardens, aud 
Commonality of the Occupation, Art, and Myſtery of Wes. 
vers, within the City of London, and of the Wardens and 
Aſſiſtants of the Company of Worſted Weavers in the City 
of Norwich, and to the ſeveral Orders of the Houſe there. 
upon; and to the Order of the Houſe for referring the Con. 


a Sum not exceeding two Millions, for ſettling a perpetul 
Fund or Payment of certain Annuities after the Rate of 8] 
per Cent. per Annum for every 1001. and for farther Adyar- 
tage therein mentioned, redeemable by Parliament, was 
committed, and for hearing the ſaid Company by their 
Counſel upon the ſaid Bill before the ſaid Committee ; where 
the Petitioners were admitted to be heard againſt that Bill 
notwithſtanding the great Sum that was thereby to be raiſed 
and notwithſtanding the greateſt Part of that Sum was de. 
ſigned, and was abſolutely neceflary for the Support of our 
Civil Government, and of our Land and Sea- Services, 4 
appeared by the Clauſe of Appropriation contained in that 
Act; and conſidering the precarious Situation the fairs dl 


Demands for thoſe Services were then as preſſing, and t. 


ſuppoſed. EE 
© That with reſpect to the Bill then before them, it could 


were not deſigned as Supplies for anſwering the current St 
vice of the Year ; they were deſigned only for putting an 
End to an Abuſe which had lately crept in among our Peo- 


be applied to the Bill then before them. 
© That with reſpe& to any Trade in which the Subject 
of this Nation had no Rival, the Legiſlature might pref 


veſpect to any Trade in which our Subjects were rivalle 


making any new Regulation ; becauſe in ſuch a Caſe the 


ſmalleſt Diſeouragement might give Foreigners ſuch an : 2 
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vantage over us, as might enable them to turn us entirely Anno 9 Geo. l. 
out of the Trade; which might very probably be the Caſe k 


with reſpet to the Sugar-Trade ; for in that Trade it was 
well known we had a moſt powerful and a moſt dangerous 
Rival ; and for us to make a new Regulation which might 


affect that Trade, without ſo much as hearing what our own 


Subjects, who were engaged in the Trade, had to ſay againſt 
ſuch Regulation, was ſnewing ſuch a Diſregard to the Sub- 
jets, and to the Trade and Commerce of Great Britain, as 
they hoped would never in any Cafe be ſhewn by that 
Houſe. 

To this it was anſwered by the Courtiers, © That every 
Bill by which any Tax was levied upon the Subject was a 
Money-Bill, and had always been underſtood as ſuch by that 
Houſe ; and therefore the Bill then before them was as 


much a Money- Bill as any other. That with 1eſpet to the 


Rule of not hearing Petitioners againſt ſuch Bills, it mult be 
| ſuppoſed to have had a Beginning, as all ſuch Rules have; 


and therefore before that Rule came to be fully eſtabliſhed as 


a Rule for directing the future Proceedings of that Houle, 


many Precedents might be quoted againtt the obſerving of 
that Rule, becauſe it was from thoſe very Precedents that 
the Rule took its Riſe : It had been obſerved, that as ſoon 
as any Bill was brought in for laying a Tax or Duty upon 
any Sort of Goods, the Dealers in ſuch Goods always peti- 


| tloned, and defired to be heard by themſelves or their Coun- 


{el againſt the Bill, and always under a Pretence, that the 
paſſing of ſuch a Bill would injure the Trade of the Nation 
yet upon hearing what they had to ſay, it was generally 
found, that all their Arguments proceeded from private 
Views, or that they had nothing to offer but what had been 


before under the Conſideration of the Houſe; ſo that it almoſt 
| always appeared, that the Hearing of ſuch Petitioners by 


themſelves or their Counſel, was taking up a great deal of 
the Time of the Houſe to no Purpoſe : For this Reaſon the 

ouſe came at laſt to eſtabliſh it as a Rule not to be depart- 
ed from, not to admit Petitioners to be heard by themſelves 


| Or their Counſel apainſt any ſuch Bill; which Rule had then 


een inviolably obſerved for many Years, and the Reaſon 
for obſerving it was as ſtrong with reſpect to the Bill then 
fore them, as with reſpect to any other. | 
* That they ought, without Doubt, to be extremely cau- 
dus in making any Regulation which might diſcourage our 
ugar-Trade, or our Sugar-Colonies, but neither that Trade 
nor any of thoſe Colonies could be of any Weight, when 
put in the Ballance againſt the Health and the Happineſs of 
ine People of Great Britain; and if, for the Preſervation of 
the Health and the Morals of the People of Great Britain, 
Vo I. IV. . | they 
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A Petition of the 
Briſtol Merchants 
againiſt the Bill e- 
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Gro. u they found themſelves under a Neceſſity of making a Regu- 
— tion which might leſſen the Conſumption of Sugar among 


the People of this Iſland, they mult fall upon ſome Way of 
giving an Encouragement to that Trade with reſpect to 
Foreign Markets, which would be a-greater Advantage to 
the Nation, and would prevent the Ruin of our own People. 
But that for this Purpoſe they had no Occaſion for hearing 
the Petitioners by themſelves or their Counſel ; becauſe as 
every one of them had a Repreſentative in that Houſe, they 
might communicate their Thoughts upon that Subject to 
their ſeveral Repreſentatives, [See Vol. II. p. zog.] by 
which Means the Houſe would be as fully informed of what 
they had to fay, as if they were to be heard by themſelves 
or their Counſel at the Bar ; and therefore, as the granting 
them any ſuch Hearing would be taking up the Time of the 
Houſe to no Purpoſe, they could not but be againſ it.” 
The Queſtion was then put upon the Motion, and carried 
in the Negative without a Diviſion: Whereupon the Peti- 
tion was ordered to lie upon the Table. 
Immediately after this a Petition of the Maſter, Wardens, 
Aſſiſtants, and Commonalty of the Society of Merchants Ad- 
venturers within the City of Briſtol, under their common 
Seal, was preſented to the Houſe and read ; ſetting forth, 
that the Bill then depending before the Houſe, to lay a 
Duty of 20s. a Gallon on all Spirituous Liquors fold by 
Retail, and a Sum of 501. yearly to be paid by every Re- 


tailer of the ſame, would, if enacted, be deſtructive to the 


Petitioners, and many Thouſands more of his Majeſty's Sub- 
jects, as well in the Sugar-Colonies, as in the adjacent Parts 
of the {aid City; and therefore imploring the Houſe to con- 
ſider the great Loſs, which muſt immediately thereafter 


enſue to the Revenue, Navigation, Traders, and others con- 


cerned in Sugar and Rum, and what Advantage Foreigners 


might make thereof; and to afford ſuch Relief therein, 23 


to the Houſe ſhould ſeem meet; for that in their humble 
Opinion, a proper Relief might be granted to them, without 
preventing the Evil complained of in the Bill from being 


effectually ſupprefled. _ 


And from the Le- 
verpole Metchants 
to the ſame Pur- 
pole. 


This Petition was likewiſe ordered to lie upon the Table. 
April 8. A Petition of the Merchants and Owners of 
Ships trading from the Port of Leverpoole in the County 
Palatine of Lancaſter, to and from the Britiſh Sugar-Colonies 
in America, was preſented to the Houſe, and read; ſetting 


forth, that the greateſt and principal Branch of their Trade 


conſiſted in the Exportation of ManufaQures, the Produce 
of Great Britain, to our Colonies in America, and bringing 
Muſcovado Sugars in Return for the ſame, three fourth Parts 
of which Svgars, could not be conſumed without being 1 
| | | renne, 


| 175 
refined, and two fifth Parts when refined were drawn into 
Moloſſes, whereof near two thirds were diſtilled into Spirits; 
and that if the Bill brought in upon ſeveral Reſolutions ot 


"the Houſe, in order to lay a Duty of 20s. a Gallon upon 


all Kinds of Spirituous Liquors retailed within this King- 
dom, Rum from his Majeſty's Plantations not excepted, 
ſhould paſs into a Law, the greateſt Conſumption of refined 
Sugars would be entirely loſt, and Rum which is near a 
fourth Part in Value of the Produce of our Sugar-Colonies, 
would alſo be rendered of little or no Value, and two third: 
of the Moloſſes produced from refined Sugars, muſt become 
uſeleſs, to the inevitable Ruin of our Sugar Plantations, and 
Deſtruction of the two moſt valuable Branches of our foreign 
Trade, to the Britiſh Colonies and the Coaſt of Africa; and 
therefore expreſſing their Hope, that the Legiſlature would 
not hazard ſo beneficial a Trade, to cure an Evil, that never 
would hi ve happened from Rum, or any other Liquor of 


that Value, but would be able to find Means effectually to 
| {ſuppreſs the ſame, without extending ſuch Means to any of 


the Liquors that were diſtilled from the Produce of our own 


Plantations ; and praying, that the Houſe would be pleaſed 
to take their Caſe into Conſideration, and give ſuch Relief 


therein, as the Houſe ſhould find moſt meer. 

This Petition was likewiſe ordered to lie upon the Table. 

April 9. The Order of the Houſe being read, for the 
Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe, 
to conſider farther of the ſaid Bill, it was ordered, That it 
ſhould be an Inſtruction to the ſaid Committee to have Power 
to receive a Clauſe for enabling ſuch Perſons as had exerciſed 
the Buſineſs of Diſtillation for a Time to be limited, or had 
ſerved, or were then bound as Apprentices to ſuch Buſineſs, 
to follow any other Trade or Buſineſs in any City, Town, 
or Place, in England. | | 5 

After this the Houſe reſolved itſelf into the ſaid Commit- 
tee, but when they came to that Clauſe by which it was en- 
acted, That the Duties and Revenues which ſhould ariſe 
by Licences for vending Brandy or Spirits, as alſo the pre- 
* ſent Duties on Low Wines, Strong Waters, Brandy, Rum, 
Arrack, and all other Spirits, whether Foreign or Britiſh, 
and ſuch Duties as ſhould ariſe by retailing the ſame, 


" ſhould from and after the 29th of September 1736, be 


united to, and made Part of the general or Aggregate 
* Fund eſtabliſhed by the Act of the firſt Year of the Reign 
* of his late Majeſty King George I. and ſhould be iſſued 
and applied to the Uſes to which the ſaid Fund was, or 
' ould be made applicable.” 

The ſame was oppoſed by ſeveral Members, as being un. 


receflary, becauſe, tho' the Produce of thoſe Duties was ap- 
EE 4, 2 propriated 


Ako g. Geo, 11. 


1736. 
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Debate concerning 
what Sum ſhould 
be granted to the 
King tor ſupplying 
Inch Deficiency as 
ſhould happen in 
the C:v. l Lift by 
altering the Jutice 
on Spirituous Li- 


QUOTS, | 


1736. 


(18e 
propriated to the Payment of ſeveral Annuities and other 
particular Uſes, and tho' that Produce might perhaps be leſs 
in Time to come than it had been for ſome Years paſt, 
yet they did not believe that by the Regulation made by that 
Bill, the Produce of thoſe Duties would be ſo much reduced, 


as to be under what it was when thoſe Appropriations were 


made; and if that fhoud be the Cafe, any ſmall Deficiency 
that might happen, might be provided for by next Seſſion of 
Parliament, when the Amount of that Deficiency would be 
aſcertained: But it being inſiſted on, That the future Pro- 
duce of thoſe Duties could not near anſwer the Ends to which 
it was appropriated, and that it was abſolutely neceſſary for 
the Sake of publick Credit, to grant a new Fund to the 
Creditors of the Publick, by the ſame Bill by which they 
took away or diminiſhed their old, the Clauſe was agreed to 
without a Diviſion. | | 

Then the next Clauſe was read, as follows, And where- 
* as the ſaid Duties upon Low Wines, Strong Waters, Bran- 
dy, Rum, Arrack, and all other Spirits whether Foreign 
or Britiſh, are amongſt other Duties and Revenues charged 
with, and liable to pay ſeveral Sums of Money, as well 
for the Support of his Majeſty's Houſhold and Family, 
* and the Honour and Dignity of the Crown, as for Pay- 
* ment of Annuities and other Payments to ſeveral Corpo- 

rations, and to other Perſons intitled thereunto ; and it 


c 
_ © may fo happen, that by making the Alterations aforeſaid 


in the ſaid Duties, the Funds charged with the Payments 
aforeſaid may prove deficient : And whereas by a Medium 


of eight Years, computed from the Time of his Majelly's | 


Cc 

happy Acceſſion to the Throne to Midſummer laſt paſt, 
the Sumof is taken to be the Medium of 
* the annual Produce of what has been applied of the Du- 
© ties aforeſaid to the Service of his Majeſty's Houſhold and 


Family: To the End therefore, that neither his Majeſty, 


nor any other Perſon or Perſons, Bodies Politick or Corpo- 
rate, who is or are intitled to any. Part, Share, or Intereſt, 
in the Money ariſing by the ſaid Duties, may be Loſers, 
or receive any Prejudice by the Alterations aforeſaid, be it 
* enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That from and after 
the ſaid 29th Day of September, 1736, there ſhall be 
paid to his Majeſty during his natural Liſe, (which God 
long preſerve) out of the Monies of the ſaid general 0! 
Aggregate Fund, the Sum of | fer Annuti, 


piied of the Duties aforeſaid, towards the Service of his 
* Majeſty's Honſhold and Family, and other his Expences 
and Occaſions, from his happy Acceficn to the Throne, 
to Midſummer lait paſt.” Fo 

| 4184 


being the aforeſaid Medium of what has been annually ap- 
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After which a Motion was made by ſome of the Mem- 
bers concerned in the drawing up of the Bill, to fill up the 
| Blank with the Sum of 70,0001. that Sum, as they ſaid, 
being the Medium of what had been annually applied of 
tle aforeſaid Duties, towards the Civil Liſt, from his Ma- 
jelty's happy Acceſſion to the Throne, to Midſummer laſt 
past: Whereupon the Members who oppoſed the former 


Clauſe, and that they would afterwards take the Liberty to 
| oive their Reaſons ; but as it was neceſſary in Point of 
Form, to fill up the Blank before any Thing could be ſaid 
| either for or againſt the Clauſe, therefore they would pro- 
| pole that the Blank ſhould be filled up with the Sum of 
43,0001. which being the leſſer Sum, the Queſtion was of 
| Courſe to be firſt put for filling up the Blank with this leſ- 
ſer Sum, and as this was oppoſed by the Gentlemen who 
had propoſed the Sum of 70,0001. it brought on a long De- 
| bate, in which the chief Arguments in Favour of the leſſer 
Sum were as follows: | 
Sir, | | | | 

© I am of Opinion that the Civil Liſt cannot be any Loſer 
dy diminiſhing the Conſumption of ſpirituous Liquors, be- 
cauſe, whatever may be thereby loſt to the Civil Lift, will 
be much more than made good by the Increaſe of the Con- 


Civil Lift has a much larger Share than it has of thoſe Du- 
ties payable upon ſpirituous Liquors ; therefore whatever 
sum this Blank may be filled up with, I muſt look upon 
every Shilling of it, not as a Compenſation, but as a new 
Addition to the Civil Liſt Revenue, and fince I do not think 


Revenue, T muſt look upon this whole Sum as a real Loſs 
to the People: I muſt look upon the Whole, Sir, as a Sort 
of Purchaſe Money we are to pay for the Bill now before 
us; and ſince we muſt pay a Price for preſerving the Health 


If we are honeſt Truſtees for the People, we ſhould endea- 
Your to bring down that Price as much as we can. But ſup- 
poling, Sir, that the Loſs the Civil Liſt may ſuſtain by di- 
niniſhing the Conſumption of ſpirituous Liquors, were not 
10 be made good by the Increaſe which that Diminution 
will naturally produce in ſome of the other Branches of 
that Revenue; the yearly Sum to be given to the Civil Liſt 
n Lieu of that Loſs, ought not to be calculated from a Me- 
dum of eight Years after his Majeſty's happy Acceſſion 
to the Throne, but from a Medium of eight Years im- 
mediately preceding his Majeſty's happy Acceſſion to the 
Throne; for when the Parliament, which eſtabliſhed the 


pre” 


and Morals of the People, ſurely if we are good Merchants, 
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| Clauſe declared, that they were likewiſe againſt this whole 


Argument for 
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only for that Pur - 
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ſumption of other Liquors, of the Duties upon which the 


that the Crown has Occaſion for any new Addition to that 
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preſent Civil Lift, were conſidering what Duties Wouldbe 
ſufficient for raifing that Revenue, which they thought 
was neceſſary for ſupporting his Majeſty's Houſhold and þ;. 
mily, they could not have under their Conſideration the 
Produce of thoſe Duties in time to come; and much leß 
could they have under their Conſideration an Increaſe which 
might ariſe by an Abuſe, fo as to put it out of the Power 
of Parliament to rectify that Abuſe, without making good 
to the Civil Lift the increaſed Revenue it had acquired by 
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that Abuſe : They could have nothing under their Conſide. broug 
ration but the Produce of thoſe Duties for Years paſt, and emembe 
for this Reaſon the Clauſe, now before us, ought to hat Ditiller) 
been drawn up in a quite different Manner from what it wanted, 
is; or at leaſt it ought to have been left to the Committee n Spi 
to determine, whether they would take the eight Vears be. e Fre 
fore, or the eight Years after his Majeſty's Acceſſion ; in rench ! 
which Caſe it ought to have been in theſe Terms: A equal 
* whereas by a Medium of Years computed fron . & ol 
The to the | the Sum of is takento * longs 
© be the Medium of the annual Produce of that Part of the ji Flem 
Duties aforeſaid, appropriated to the Service of his Ma. 7 
: jeſty's Houſhold and F amily.? | n foreig 


near 


© This, Sir, was, in my Opinion, the only proper ad i uus 


regular Method in which this Clauſe could have been 


brought in: If it had been brought in according to thi e Proc 
Method, the Committee, where only it is proper to deter- . 
mine ſuch Things, would have been left at full Liberty i rk 
to chuſe the Medium of any Number of Years after, or the 2 5 
Medium of any Number of Years before his Majeſty's Ac- 1 en 


ceſſion; and if we had choſe the Medium of eight Ven 
before his Majeſty's Acceſſion, which we certainly ought to 
have done, the Medium would not have amounted to. tlie 
Sum now under our Conſideration ; becauſe the Abuſe with 
reſpect to the Conſumption of home-made Spirits was not 
near ſo great in the eight Years preceding his Majeſty's Ac. 
ceſſion, as it has been in the eight Years fince ; and every one 
knows how greatly the Produce of the Duties upon foreign 
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Spirits increaſed after that miraculous Tide which opened the 3 
Port of Dunkirk, and which brought in upon us an Inuri es. t. 
tion of French Brandies under the Name of Flemiſh ; inſo. > the 
much that in the Year 1723, which was the Year after wt Pod 5 
prodigious Tide, and but two Years after a very remark: onſun? 
able Change in our Adminiſtration, the Duties on foreigh e the 
Brandies and Spirits amounted to above 70,000 l. where” Hunts v 
in the Year 1721, they did not amount to 25,000 l. and we es upc 
likewiſe know, that, ſince his Majeſty's Acceſſion, this I. Na 2 
undation has rather increaſed than diminiſhed. er, tl 


Bat again, Sir, ſuppoſing we were to take this Mette 


ne apf 


1 
1 the beſt Light we can for the Crown, and in the worſt anno 9. Geo. 11. 
Light for the People: Suppoſing thatwe ought to calculate 1736. 
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n 4 ſhe Loſs which the Civil Liſt may ſuſtain, by diminiſhing the b | 
ch leh onſumption of ſpirituous Liquors, from a Medium of eight | 
which ears to be computed from the Time of his Majeſty's hap- 


y Acceſſion to the Throne to Midſummer laſt; yet ſurely 


P | a 1 1 
d ie extraordinary Increaſe that happened in the Duties upon 


1 hs 5 

Loa dreign Brandies and Spirits in the Year 1733, ought not to 
on 4 te brought into that Calculation; for in that Year, we may 
lt, * emember we reaſſumed our Defire to encourage our own 


Diſtillery, and for that Reaſon French Brandies being 
vanted, as was pretended, to mix up with and rectify our 
wn Spirits, as well as for the Love and Eſteem we bore 
e French, a Law was paſſed, for lowering the Duties upon 


0 have 
yhat it 
umittee 


ay F tench Brandies, and for making all foreign Brandies pay 
TR ; WE" <qual Duty with them : This of courſe gave the Alarm 
17 d our old Friends at Dunkirk, who foreſaw that they could 


o longer import French Brandies upon us under the Name 
ff Flemiſh, and therefore, before that Act took Place, they 
jrought in ſuch large Quantities of Brandy, that the Duties 
n foreign Brandies and Spirits, for that Year only amounted 
o near 318,000 1. which was near 200,000 1. more than 
35 uſual in any one Year ; yet this extraordinary and ca- 
val Produce ſeems now intended to be brought in, for mag- 
lying the Loſs which the Civil Liſt may ſuſtain by dimi- 
ſling the Conſumption of ſpirituous Liquors, and for in- 


ken to 
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11S Ma. 
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_ realng the Sum, with which the People are to be loaded 
3's Ac Ir making good that pretended Loſs. I ſay pretended Loſs, 
ven , becauſe I am convinced the whole will appear to be ſo, 


d therefore I am now for filling up the Blank with the 


h 
ſe malleſt Sum J have here propoſed ; but when the Queſtion 
e with nes to be put upon the Clauſe in general, I ſhall give my 
is nt ative to the Whole, and for that Reaſon I ſhall give 


ylelf very little Concern about the Sum with which it is 
on to be filled up.* | 
1125 it was anſwered as follows, viz. 

Ir, | 
' I ſhall not take up your Time with endeavouring to argument for 
en, that the Loſs which the Crown may ſuſtain, by leſſen- Zuthat 72,0001, 
g the Conſumption of ſpirituous Liquors, cannot be made 
9d by the Increaſe that muſt thereby be occaſioned in the 
onſumption of other Liquors ; becauſe I do not take it to 
© the Queſtion now before us: It is evident from the Ac- 
"nts upon our Table, that his Majeſty's Share of the Du- 
en upon ſpirituous Liquors has for theſe eight Years laſt 
-* amounted yearly to about 70,000 l. one Year with anc. 
er, therefore if the whole of theſe Duties be for the fu- 
ne appropriated and made payable to the Aggregate Fund, 
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it is evident, and I think admitted on both Sides, that li unde 


Majeſty will by ſuch Appropriations loſe a yearly Revenue whic 
of 70,0001. which he has enjoyed ever ſince his happy Ac. They 
ceſſion to the Throne; and that that Loſs ought to be was! 
made good to his Majeſty is a Queſtion that ſeems to ne 
to have been already determined by this Houſe, when ye 
agreed to thoſe Reſolutions upon which this Bill was four 
ded : Therefore the only Queſtion now before us, 1s, to de. 
termine how much his Majeſty will really loſe, in order that 
the ſame may be for the future made good to his Majelty, 
out of that Fund to which we have already appropriated 
thoſe Duties, which formerly belonged to his Majeſty's Cini 
Lift. This, in my Opinion, is no more than doing that 
Juſtice to his Majeſty, which every man in a private Caps 
picity would in ſuch a Caſe moſt reaſonably expect from 
another: If I ſurrender a Part of my Eſtate to my Neigh. 
bour for his Conveniency, it is but reaſonable he ſhould 


make good to me the Damage I may ſuſtain by ſuch Surren- 1 
der. Whether the Loſs his Majeſty will moſt certainly ſuſtain, ſee, 
by taking from him thoſe Duties which formerly belonged duce 

to him, may be made good by the Increaſe of ſome oi we a 

the other Duties appropriated to the Civil Liſt, is a Queſtion Loſs 

of a different Nature: I am certain it cannot now be ce— the 
termined whether there be any ſuch Increaſe or not; and i Part 
any ſuch Increaſe ſhould hereafter appear, then it will be Gra 

Time enough to determine how that Increaſe ought to be be 
diſpoſed of. e : ſome 

* Now, Sir, with Reſpect to the Loſs his Majeſty may here 
ſuſtain, and the Method by which the Quantum of that any 
Loſs is to be determined, it ſeems a little odd to me, that, reſte 
in order to put a Value upon a Loſs which his Majeſty mult ſuſt 
ſuſtain, by taking from him a Revenue which he has er eſta] 
joyed, Gentlemen ſhould propoſe to put a Value upon that Ger 

Loſs, by computing the Produce of a Revenue which hu lide 

Majeſty never enjoyed: This Method of Computation ap- a T 

pers to me ſo very extraordinary, that I think I need only if i 

put it in its true Light, in order to ſhew that it is a Me- the: 

thod we ought not to take. But it is ſaid that when the Far. belc 
liament, which eſtabliſhed the preſent Civil Liſt Revenue, Int 
were conſidering what Duties would be ſufficient for raiſing larg 
the Revenue, which they thought was neceſſary for ſup: and 
porting his Majeſty's Houſhold and Family, they could rot tha 
have under their Conſideration the Produce of thoſe Duties Wit 
in Time to come. In this, Sir, happen to be of a very dif no\ 
ferent Opinion; for as they were conſidering what Duties pre 
would be ſufficient to raiſe a future Revenue, I think the) do 
could conſider only a future Produce ; and the Method in ha 
no 


which that Revenue was eſtabliſhed ſhews, that they had 
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under their View only the future Produce of thoſe Duties, anno g. Geo, . 
| 1736. 


which they appropriated to the raiſing of that Revenue: 
They conſidered that 800, oo J. a Year was the leaſt that 
was neceſſary for ſupporting his Majeſty's Houſhold and Fa- 
mily, and the Honour and Dignity of the Crown of Great 
Britain ; and therefore, if the future Produce of thoſe Du- 
ties, which were then appropriated towards raiſing that 
Sum yearly, ſhould fall ſhort, they obliged themſelves to 
make it good: The yearly Sum of Soo, ooo l. I ſay, they 
reckoned the leaſt that was neceſſary for the Purpoſes intend- 
ed; but then they conſidered, that even a large Sum might 
be beneficially applied to the ſame Purpoſes, and therefore, 
in Caſe the future Produce of thoſe Duties ſnould amount to 
more than 800, ooo l. a Vear, thoſe Surpluſſes by them were 
likewiſe appropriated to the Civil Liſt, and his Majeſty has 
as good a Right to thoſe Surpluſſes, if any has ariſen, or 
ſhould ariſe, as he has to any Part of the 800, ooo l. a Year. 
From this Conſideration, Sir, every Gentleman muſt 

ſe, that, if by any new Regulation we diminiſh the Pro- 
duce of any of thoſe Duties appropriated to the Civil Lift, 
we are in Juſtice to his Majeſty obliged to make good the 
Loſs which the Civil Liſt may thereby ſuſtain ; for I hope 
the Parliament of Great Britain will never act fo childiſh a 
Part as to make a Grant in one Year, and to take back that 
Grant, or any Part of that Grant in the next: We may 


be obliged, for the Sake of the publick Good, to make 
ſome Alterations in the Grants we have made, or may 


hereafter make ; but it is to be hoped we never ſhall make 
any ſuch Alterations without the Conſent of all thoſe inte- 


| relied therein, or without making good the Loſs they may 


ſuſtain, The Grant of the Civil Lift, as it now ſtands 
eſtabliſhed, I muſt look upon in the ſame Way as if one 
Gentleman, for Favour and Affection, or ſome other Con- 
ſideration, ſhould make a Grant or a Preſent to another of 
a Ticket in the preſent Lottery with this Condition, that 


if it came up a Blank, he would give him 51. in Lien 


thereof, but if it came up a large Prize, the Whole ſhould 
belong to the Grantee. Now if, after ſuch a Grant made 
in the moſt ſolemn Manner, the Ticket ſhould come up a 


large Prize, I ſhould think the Granter both very childiſh 


and very unjuſt, if he inſiſted upon having any Share in 
that Prize, or upon taking any Part of it from the Grantee, 
without giving him an adequate Conſideration, We are not 
now to inquire whether the Duties granted to the Civil Liſt 
produce more than 800,000 1. a Year, or not; but if they 
do really produce more, that Surplus is a Sort of Prize we 
have already granted to his Majeſty, and we neither can 
nor ought to take any Part of that Surplus from him, or 
Vol. IV. 1 to 
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miniſhed, without making good the Loſs in ſome other 
Way; and that Loſs ought certainly to be computed from 


the Produce of the Grant ſince it was made, for before 
the Grant was made, there could be no ſuch Produce. 
Having now, Sir, ſhewn that it would be a moſt pre- 
poſterous Method of Computation, to compute the Loss his 
Majeſty may ſuſtain, from a Medium of the Produce of 
any Number of Years before his Acceſſion, I think I need 
not take any Notice of thoſe Alterations which happened 


in the Duties upon Spirituous Liquors, or any other Du- 


ties, before that happy Period ; but give me Leave to take 
ſome Notice of that Alteration or Increaſe, which happened 
in the Year 1733, With reſpect to the Duties on foreign 
Brandies and Spirits; and give me Leave to ſay, that from 
the very Nature of that Increaſe, it appears to me evi- 
dent, that it ought to be taken into the Calculation, in 
order to increaſe the Medium of the Produce of the cight 
Years fince his Majeſty's Acceſſion ; becauſe the large Quan- 
tities of Flemiſh and Dutch Brandies, that were then impor: 
ted, were not all brought hither to be conſumed within that 
Year, there having been in that Year no greater Conſump- 
tion, I believe, of ſuch Liquors than in former Years : No, 


Sir, they were imported, in order to avoid paying that 


high Duty which was ſoon after to take Place, and were to 
be lodged here as a Stock in Hand, in order to ſupply the 
Conſumption for ſeveral Years then to come, therefore we 


muſt ſuppoſe that that Stock, which was then thrown in 


upon us, has leſſened the Importation of ſuch Liquors, and 


_ conſequently the Produce of the Duties upon them ever 


fince ; ſo that to exclude that Increaſe from our preſent 


; Computation, would be doing a manifeſt Injury to his Ma- 
Jeſty, becauſe it would be taking from him the Advantage 


which appears upon one Side of the Account, without mak- 
ing any Allowance for the Loſs, with which that Advantage 
is balanced upon the other Side of the Account. 
From theſe Conſiderations, Sir, I am convinced that 


70,000 1. is the leaſt Sum the Crown can loſe, by taking 
from the Civil Liſt that Share it formerly had of the Du- 
ties on Spirituous Liquors ; and as we cannot now have any 


Certainty that any Part of this Loſs will be made good, 
by the Increaſe of the Duties on other Liquors, therefore 
1 ſhall give my Negative to the preſent Queſtion, in order 
that the Queſtion may be next put for filling up the Blank 
in this Clauſe with the Sum of 70,0001. to which [ ſhall 
moſt heartily give my Affirmative.” | 

To this it was replied by the Members, who were for 
granting only 43,c001. for the ſaid Deficiency, as fo“ 
lows : | | | Sir, 


| 9 ) 
Sir, 5 


© Tho! the proper Queſtion now before us be not, whether 
the Civil Liſt may be a Loſer or a Gainer by diminiſhing 
the Conſumption of Spirituous Liquors, yet we find from 
what has been ſaid on both Sides, that it is impoſſible to ar- 
pue upon the preſent Queſtion, without touching a little 
what belongs to the other; and when we do come to the 
other, I hope to make it as plain as Figures can make it, 


that without any Allowance from the Aggregate Fund, as is 


propoſed by this Clauſe, the Civil Lift will be a Gainer by 
the Diminution, or rather Prohibition of the Uſe of Spiri- 
tuous Liquors by Retail : But in conſidering this Queſtion, 
we ought to diſtinguiſh moſt accurately what the Gentlemen 
of the other Side ſeem moſt induſtriouſly to confound : We 
ought to diſtinguiſh between this 
Civil Lift will be a Loſer by taking from it the Share it 
formerly had in the Duties upon Spirituous Liquors ? And 
the other 
Whole be a Loſer by diminiſhing the Conſumption of Spiri- 
tuous Liquors ? 


„With Regard to the firſt of theſe Queſtions, Sir, it is 


what we have nothing to do with ; for no Man ever doubt- 
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Farther Arguments 
for granting no 
more than 43,00 l. 


ueſtion, Whether the 


Queſtion, Whether the Civil Liſt will upon the 


ed, but that the Civil Liſt will be a Loſer by taking from 


it that Share of the Duties on Spirituous Liquors, which 
formerly belonged to it: But with Regard to the other 
Queſtion, If the Loſs the Civil Liſt may ſuſtain by diminiſh- 
ing the Conſumption of Spirituous Liquors, or even by tak- 
ing from it the Share it had formerly in the Duties upon 
ſuch Liquors, if this Loſs, I ſay, be made good to the Civil 
Liſt, by the Increaſe that will thereby be occaſioned in its 
Share of the Duties upon Beer and Ale and all other Sorts 
of Liquors, are we then bound, either in Juſtice or Honour, 
to make that Loſs a ſecond Time good to the Civil Liſt, out 
of that Fund which is appropriated to the Payment of our 
Debts, and to the Relief of our People from the heavy 
Taxes they groan under? I ſay, No, Sir; both Honour 
and Juſtice are, in my Opinion, ſtaked upon the other Side 


of the Queſtion, and I hope this Houſe will always be upon 


that Side, where they are at Stake. | | 

© It is true, Sir, that by the preſent Eſtabliſhment of the 
Civil Liſt there are a great many Duties appropriated to- 
wards the raiſing of that Revenue, with the Proviſo, that if 


they do not produce 800, ooo l. yearly, if there happens a 


Deficiency, we are to make it good; but if there happens 
an Increaſe or Surplus, the Whole ſhall belong to his Ma- 
jeſty. This, I grant, is the preſent Eſtabliſhment of that 
Revenue, but this Day's Debate ſhew us the Inconvenience 


of making ſuch Eſtabliſhments 3 ang 1 am very ſure, that 
Sg neither 
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Anno 9. Geo. 11, neither his Majeſty nor the Parliament ever thought, or erer 
intended, that any of thoſe Surpluſſes ſhould be increaſed by 


any Thing that might tend to the DeltruCtion of the People 
in general ; nor was it ever intended, that the Parliament 


ſhoũld not have it in its Power to prevent, or to put a Stop 
to a pernicious Conſumption, without making good to the 


Civil Liſt the Surplus that had ariſen from that very perni- 
cious Conſumption. It may as well be pretended, that if 
the Plague ſhould ſpread itſelf over Spain and Portugal, we 
could not prohibit Commerce with them, or prevent the 
Importation of their Wines, without making good to the 
Civib Liit its Share in the Duties upon thoſe Wines, at a 
Medium to be computed for eight Years paſt : Whereas in 
ſuch a Cale, | believe, it will be granted, that the higheſt 
Obligation we could lye under, would be to make the Civil 
Liſt good 800,000 ]. a Year, in Caſe the Produce of the other 
Duties appropriated for that Parpoſe ſhould fall ſhort of 
that Sum, 

But, Sir, the Caſe now under our Conſideration ſtands 
in a much ſtronger Light; for if all the Duties appropriated 
to the Civil Liſt now produce a Million Sterling yearly, the 
Regulation we are to make, tho' it may intirely take away 
one Branch of that Revenue, or very much diminiſh it, yet 
it will increaſe ſome of the others ſo much, that altogether 
they will ſtill produce at leaſt a Million yearly ; and the ut- 
molt that can be pretended is, that the Parliament ſhall not 
by any new Regulation diminith the general Produce, or 


general Surplus of the Civi! Liſt Revenue, as it ftands at 


preſent, or may ſtand at any future Period of Time. Nay, 


even with Reſpect to this general Produce of the whole Du- 


ties appropriated to the Civil Liſt, we ought to diftinguili 
between thoſe Regulations, which may proceed from acc 


dental Misfortunes or the Nature of Things, and thoſe 


Regulations which may proceed meerly from the Will and 
Authority of Parhament ; becauſe his Majeſty's unaccoun- 
table Right to this general Froduce mult remain ſubject to 
the former, tho' perhaps not to the latter: If the Parlia- 
ment ſhould diſcharge or give up any of the Duties now ap- 
propriated to the Civil Lit, or apply them to ſome other Uſe, 
it might perhaps be ſaid that we ſhould be obliged to make 
the Loſs good to his Majeſty, even tho' it ſhould be made 
appear, that the remaining Duties would produce more than 
800,000]. a Year : This, I ſay, might be ſaid, tho I am 
far from thinking ſo ; but if a War, or a Plague, or any 
ſuch Misfortune ſhould oblige us to make a Regulation, by 
which the Produce of any one of the Duties now appro- 
priated to the Civil Lift ſhould be intirely annihilated, or 
very much diminiſhed, I am ſure it could not be ſaid, that 
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de ſhould be obliged to make the Loſs good to the Civil Anneg Geo Il. 


Lit, as long as the remaining Duties produced the full Sum 


| of 800, oo I. a Vear; and the Reaſon is plain, becauſe 


this was a Misfortune incident to the Duty when granted, 
and therefore the Grant of that Duty muſt ſtill remain li- 


able to this Misfortune. 


Now, Sir, in the preſent Caſe, if inſtead of the high 
Duties by this Bill propoſed, we had made a ſevere Law 
againſt Drunkenneſs, and had inflicted high Penalties upon 
all thoſe who ſhould have got drunk, or ſhould have allowed 
any Perſon to get drunk in any of their Houſes, after Mi- 
chaelmas next; and had by ſuch Means put an effectual Stop 
to that pernicious Practice of drinking to Exceſs, would not 
ſuch a ſalutary Law have much diminiſhed the Produce of 
moſt of thoſe Duties appropriated to the Civil Lift ? In 
which Caſe I would gladly aſk the Gentlemen of the other 
Side of the Queſiion, If they would, or could with any 


Reaſon have inſiſted, that we were obliged to make the Loſs 


good to his Majeſty, even tho' the remaining Produce ſhould 
ttill have amounted to above 800,000 l. a Year ? And again 
I would aſk them, Wherein the Difference lyes between a 
law for prohibiting Drunkenneſs, and a Law for laying 
ſuch high Duties upon Liquors, as to prevent its being in 
tie Power of moſt Men to purchaſe a Quantity ſufficient for 
making them drunk ? 

* 1 ſhall agree with the honourable Gentleman, Sir, that 


if J ſurrender a Part of my Eſtate to my Neighbour for his 


Conveniency, it is moſt reaſonable he ſhould make good to 
me the Damage I may ſuſtain by ſuch Surrender : But how 


is this applicable to the preſent Caſe ? We do not defire any 
Surrender, we deſire that the Duties may ſtand appropriated _ 


a they are at preſent ; and we inſiſt upon it, that no Damage 
can happen to his Majeſty by what we propoſe : It is the 
Gentlemen of the other Side of the Queſtion who inſiſt upon 


making a Surrender, and tho' they know they can ſuſtain 


no Damage by that Surrender, yet they inſiſt upon our pay- 
ing them what Price they pleaſe to ſet upon it. We have 
indeed given a Lottery Ticket, and I believe that Ticket 
has proved to be a Benefit Ticket: We do not deſire to take 
Way any Part of that Benefit ; but we find, that the very 
Fund from which that Benefit is to ariſe, is in Danger; and 
ve only deſire, that thoſe to whom we gave this Benefit 
icket, would join with us in Meaſures for preſerving that 
und: This is but reaſonable; and ſince this can no way 
Uminiſh the Benefit they are entitled to, it is not rea- 
lonable they ſhould inſiſt upon our giving them another Be- 
nefit Ticket for joining with us in a Meaſure, which appears 
to be neceſſary for our mutual Preſervation. 
From 
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From what 1 have ſaid, Sir, I think it is evident that 
altho' the Civil Liſt were to, ſuffer by diminiſhing the Con 


Conſumy 
ak Inc 


ſumption of Spirituous Liquors, we are not obliged to make MiGent!en 
ood the Loſs : But as the Blank in the Clauſe now before ry Reg 

us muſt be fill'd up with ſome one Sum or another, I {hall NPithout 
now conſider what has been ſaid with reſpect to the Methog MCoril Li 
of calculating the Sum, with which that Blank is to be filleg WW rot th 
up; and as upon the preſent Occaſion the Efabliſhmen WMMWſhereto 
of the Civil Liſt has been repreſented to us as a Grant WM h10P t 
from the Parliament to the Crown, which ought not to be king 


Revenue 


touched or in the leaſt diminiſhed, even for the Safety and 
„In 


Preſervation of the People, I muſt take Notice of one Rule 


obſerved by all Courts of Equity in the World, and that is, e the! 
to explain the doubtful Meaning of a Grant, by that which pranted 
may be preſumed to have been the Meaning of the Grantor bey apf 
at the Time the Grant was made. Suppoſe chen, Sir, ve Ittle wh 
had had at that Time a Prophet amongſt us, and that Pro- er my 
phet had informed the Parliament, that in a few Years after, they ha 
the Duties on Spirituous Liquors would increaſe conliderahly, [miſter 
and that our People would begin to drink ſo exceſſively of | t Re 
ſuch Liquors, that for the Preſervation of the People it It layin 
would become neceſſary to put a Stop to that Exceſs : Sup- ment. 
poſe, that upon ſuch Information a Queſtion had ariſen in Nacht t 
that Parliament, for obliging any future Parliament that kccordir 
might find it neceſſary to put a Stop to that Exceſs, to make | utmoſt t 
good to the Civil Litt its Share in thoſe Duties according to Abe! 
the Value it ſhould ariſe to by that Exceſs, and according N Gr 
to a Computation to be made at the very Time when that lave be 
Exceſs was to be at its higheſt Pitch. Can we imagine that weſling 
ſuch a Queſtion would have met with any Reception in that Ws C 
Parliament, or in any Parliament? And if we cannot fup- Puties 
poſe it would, can we preſume, that that Parliament meant ld h 
or intended to give his Majeſty ſuch an indelible Right to Lam ſo 
the Increaſe, that might happen by the Extravagance of the Wi atter 
People in any of thoſe Duties then appropriated to the Civil eenu 
Lift, that it ſhould not be in the Power of any future Par- Nen 
liament to put a Stop to the Extravagance of the People, that 
without making good to his Majeſty's Civil Liſt the Increaſe Kent t 
that had ariſen by that Extravagance ? b m 
* To illuſtrate this Matter ſtill a little more clearly, ſup- E "por 
poſe, Sir, that Parliament which eſtabliſhed the Civil Lit: WT". 
had laid a Duty upon Laudanum, and had appropriated that Poſe 
Duty to the Civil Liſt : Suppoſe that in a few Years after, Made l 
the Uſe of Laudanum ſhould have become more general! Wi.” * 
and more exceſſive in this Nation than ever it was in Turkey, unde 
inſomuch that Multitudes of our People ſhould have been 15 p. 
every Day found in the Streets murdered by the exceſſive * 


Uſe of that Poyſon; and that by this general and exceſſive 
5 Conſumption 
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Conſumption the Duties upon it ſhould have occaſioned a Anno 
at Increaſe in his Majeſty's Civil Lift Revenue, will any 


Gentleman pretend, that the Parliament could not make 
eny Regulation for preventing the Abuſe of that Poyſon, 


pithout making good to his Majeſty the Increaſe in the 
Civil Liſt Revenue, that had been occaſioned by that Abuſe ? 
Ts not this the very Caſe with reſpect to Spirituous Liquors ? 
Therefore L am ſurpriſed to hear it ſaid, that we cannot put 
a Stop to, or prevent the Abuſe of ſuch Liquors, without 
making good to his Majeſty the Increaſe in the Civil Lift 
Revenue that has been occaſioned by that very Abule ? 
„Thus, Sir, I think I have fully ſhewn what could not 
te the Meaning or Intention of the Parliament, when they 
granted to his Majeſty the whole Produce of thoſe Duties 
bey appropriated to the Civil Lift ; but now let us inquire a 
little what may be preſumed to have been their Intention: 
For my own Part, I believe the only Meaning or Intention 
they had, was a good-natured one, to give his Majeſty's 
Miniſters a little more Latitude in the Diſpoſal of the Civil 
Lift Revenue, and to prevent their being put to the Trouble 
tf laying the Accounts of that Revenue yearly before Par- 
ment. But ſuppoſe they meant to grant his Majeſty a 
Right to the whole Produce of thoſe Duties, as it then ſtood 
iccording to the Calculations they had made, which is the 
moſt that can be ſuppoſed they meant; upon this Suppo- 
uon, in order to know what his Majeſty has a Right to by 
tat Grant, we muſt examine into the Calculations they may 
eye been ſuppoſed to have made for aſcertaining, or at leaſt 
weſling at, the Value of what they were about to grant. In 
us Caſe we are told, that as they were conſidering what 
Duties would be ſufficient to raiſe a future Revenue, they 
hald have under their Conſideration only a future Produce. 
Lam ſorry, Sir, to hear ſuch a Manner of arguing in a 
Matter of ſuch Conſequence : For the raiſing of a future 
Revenue, to be ſure a future Produce muſt be applied, but 
hen People are conſidering and calculating what the Amount 
i that future Produce may be, and whether it will be ſuf- 
Kent to raiſe ſuch a future Revenue, ſurely their Calcula- 
ions muſt be founded upon their Experience of what is paſt, 
u upon their Knowledge of what is then preſent : If it is 
nw Duty, they found their Calculations on what is then 
poſed to be the Quantity or the Value of the Goods, 
Made liable to that new Duty; and if it is an old Duty, 
ley always conſider the Produce of that Duty for ſuch a 
unber of Years paſt, and from thence calculate what it 
11 produce in Time to come; therefore we cannot ſuppoſe 
i the Parliament which eſtabliſhed the Civil Liſt, granted, 
"mended to grant, any more than a Share of the Produce 
of 
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Anno 9. Geo. I. of the Duties upon Spirituous Liquors, at a Medium cate. 
ad lated for ſeven or eight Years before his Majeſty's Acceſſing ; 


1736. 
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and for this Reaſon, ſuppoſing that we are obliged to make 
that Grant good to his Majeſty, which I am far from think. 
ing, the Sum we are now to give to the Civil Liſt for making 
that Grant good, ought to be taken from a Medium cal. 


culated for ſeven or eight Years before his Majeſty's Accel. 


ſion, and not from a Medium ſince his Majeſty's Acceſſion 
which has been greatly increaſed by the very Abuſe we 
are now about to rectify. | 

© Tt has likewiſe been ſaid, Sir, that it feems a little 
odd, for Gentlemen to propoſe putting a Value upon the 
Loſs his Majeſty may ſuſtain by taking from him a Re- 
venue which he has enjoyed, by computing the Produce of 
a Revenue he never enjoyed. Surely every Gentleman mut 
ſee the Fallacy of this Argument: We do not defire ty 
take any Revenue from his Majeſty, and therefore we are 
not to compute the Loſs he may ſuſtain by the taking of 
any Revenue from him; but if any Revenue be taken from 


him, the Parliament we fay is obliged to make it good 


only according to that Value which was put upon it by 
the Parliament that granted it, and not according to the 
increaſed Value it may ſince have ariſen to, by an Abule 
which ought, long before this Time, to have been effeciu- 
ally prevented. | DT ED 

With Reſpect, Sir, to the great Increaſe of Foreign 
Brandies and Spirits, that happened in the Year 1733, U 
the great Importation of French Brandies under the Name 
of Flemiſh, I ſhall readily grant that they were not import. 
ed for immediate Conſumption, but in order to remain, and 
be kept here as a Stock in Hand; nay, I muſt go farther, | 
muſt ſuppoſe, that all or moſt of them ſtill remain here 3 


a Stock in Hand; I cannot ſuppoſe that any great Quantity 
of them has yet been conſumed, becauſe the Duties upon 


Foreign Brandies have been as high in the Year 1734, and 
1735, as they were in any two Vears before 1733. An 
the Reaton of this may be eaſily aſſigned; for as the Mer. 
chants at Dunkirk were obliged to make their Importations 
in 1733, in a great Hurry, they had not Time to fend to 


Nantz and other Places of France for old Brandies, tbere- 


fore they run in upon us all the new Brandies they had in 
their Cellars at Dunkirk ; but as theſe new Brandics coul! 
not be fit to be drank in the Year 1734, or 1735, 0 
Conſumption for the two Years was ſupplied by new Im- 
portations of old Brandies from France: From whence e 
muſt reckon, that the great Importation in the Vear 1733 
has no ways leſſened the Duties upon Foreign Bran dies ot 
Spirits for theſe laſt two Years, but may very probab'y f 
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ſo for two or three Years to come; and therefore we muſt anno g. Geo. Ul. 
| 1736. 
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grant, that to include the Increaſe of thoſe Duties in the 
Vear 1733 in our preſent Computation, is reckoning all the 
Advantage, which happened by that cafual Importation, to the 
Account of the Civil Liſt, in order to bring a double Loſs 
upon the Sinking Fund; for that ſacred Fund is to be charg- 


ed with near 40001. a Year, during his Majeſty's Lite, 


more than 1t would have been charged with, if no ſuch ex- 
traordinary Importation had ever happened ; and by that 
extraordinary Importation, and the Decreaſe in the Duties 
on Foreign Brandies, which muſt thereby be occaſioned for 
ſeveral Years to come, that Fund to which thoſe Duties zre 
now to be appropriated muſt loſe a very conſiderable Sum.” 
Then the Queſtion being put for filling up the Blank with 


Negative; by 211 to 109 ; and then the Queſtion being put 
for filling up the Blank with the Sum of 70,000 1. it was 
carred in the Affirmative without a Diviſion: ” 
April 12. The Counſel for and againſt the Quaker's Bill 
were called in, and the Bill being then read a ſecond Time; 


| and the ſeveral Petitions goo it being alſo read, the Counſel 


In a Committee of 


the whole Houſe 

l 5 : a 70,0001. is Voted, 

the Sum of 43,0001. it was upon a Diviſion carried in the fer making good 
| the Deficiencies, 


that may happea in 


the Civil Liſt, by 
the Bill relating to 


Spirituous Liquors, 


Quaker's Bill, 


for the Petitioners of the Province of Canterbury were heard; 


in Anſwer to whom the Counſel for the Bill were heard; and 
then the Counſel for the Petitioners of the Province of Vork 
were heard by way of Reply : After which the Counſel be- 
ing withdrawn, Mr Speaker opened the Bill to the Honſe ; 
then a Motion being made, that the 14th Section of an 
Act made in the 22d and 23d of King Charles II. intitled, 
An Act for the better Settlement of the Maintenance of Par- 


fins, Vicars, and Curates in the Pariſhes of the City of 


London, burnt by the dreadful Fire there, might be read, the 
lame was read accordingly. By a Clauſe in the Bill, even 


as it then ſtood, it was propoſed to be enacted thus, That 


if the annual Value of ſuch Tythes, Oblations, and other 
* Eeelefraſtical Dues, Rights, Payments, or Church Rates 


* before-mentioned, doth not, nor ſhall not exceed the Sum 
o 


of in ſuch Caſe no Quaker or Quakers ſhall be 
* ſued or proſecuted, for or on Account of the ſame, in any 
other Manner, than as before directed, or in any other 
Court; neither ſhall any ſuch Tythes, Oblations, or other 
* Eccleſiaſtical Dues, Rights, Payments, or Church Rates, 
not exceeding the ſaid yearly Value of be reco- 
verable againſt Quakers in any other Court whatſoever, 
nor in any other Manner, than as by this Act is directed, 


| Unleſs the Title of ſuch Tythes be in Queſtion.” This 


lauſe, in all the Petitions preſented by the Clergy againſt 
e Bill, was called, An Excluding them from the Benefit 
' Of the Laws then in being for the Recovery of Tythes 
Vor. IV. | Bd - and 


Counſel heard for 
and againſt the 
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Anno 9. Geo. 11. © and other Dues, and thereby putting the Clergy of the 
1730. * Eſtabliſhed Church upon a worſe Foot than the reſt of his 
* Majeſty's Subjects; therefore the ſaid Section was read, 
to ſhew, That the aſſigning of a proper Method for the Reco- 
very of any Right, and excluding the Perſons intitled, from 
any other Remedy, was not a putting of ſuch Perſons upon 

a worſe Foot than the reſt of his Majeſty's Subjects, nor 
was it without Precedent ; for by the aforeſaid Act of King 
Charles II. all Suits for the recovering of Church-Rates or 
Aſſeſſments, within the City of London, are to be brought 
before the Lord Mayor, or upon his Neglect to execute the 
Powers thereby granted, before the Lord Chancellor, or 
Keeper of the Great Seal, or two Barons of the Exchequer; 
and, by the ſaid 14th Section, it is enacted, That no 
Court or Judge ſhall hold Plea of Money due by Virtue of 
that Act, other than the Perſons thereby authorized; and 
yet the Clergy of London never had complained, nor could 
complain, that they were excluded from the Benefit of the 
Laws of their Country, or that they were put upon a worſe 

Foot than the reſt of his Majeſty's Subjects. 
Which is commit» After reading the above Section, a Motion being made 
8 for committing the Bill; and the Queſtion being put, it was 
| carried in the Affirmative, by 221 to 84; after which it 
was reſolved that the Bill be committed to a Committee of 

the whole Houle. | 


Debate upon the April 14. The Amendments made by the Committee to 
Report of the Re- the Bill relating to Spirituous Liquors were reported to the | 
mittee for graoting Houſe, and read a firſt Time, after which moſt of them were 
70,9001. agreed to by the Houſe, without any Debate ; but upon 
Reading the Clauſe for giving 70,0091. to the Civil Liſt, a 
Propoſition was made for altering that Clauſe, and for ſet. 
tling it in ſuch a Manner, that if the whole Hereditary and 
Temporary Exciſe ſhould, in any one Year after that Time, 
fall ſhort of what it had produced upon a Medium to be 
computed from his Majeſty's Acceſſion to that Time, that 
Deficiency ſhould be made good by the very next Seſſion 
of Parliament. 
This occaſioned a freſh Debate, in which the Arguments 
for the above Propoſition, and againſt that Clauſe, were # 
follows, viz. ; Ps ton a 
Fn To 
Arguments againt By the Clauſe as it ſtands at preſent, we are to make 
_ Har Relolution. à new Grant to the Civil Liſt of 70,000 l. a Year during his 
Majeſty's Life: Now there can be but two Reaſons for our 
making this new Grant: It muſt be either, becauſe we ſup⸗ 
poſe that the preſent Amount of the Civil Liſt Revenue wil 
be diminiſhed in a Sum equal to 70,0001. a Year, by the 
Regulation we are about to make; or it muſt be becau 
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I 
we ſuppoſe that the preſent Amount of the Civil Liſt Re- 
venue, is not ſufficient for ſupporting his Majeſty's Houſhold 


| and Family, and that therefore we ought to grant an Ad- 


dition of 70,000 I. a Year to that Revenue. Theſe are 
the only two Reaſons that can be aſſigned, and if both of 
them appear to be without any Foundation, we cannot ſure- 
ly agree to this Clauſe as it now ſtands. | | 
To ſuppoſe that the preſent Amount of the Civil Liſt 
Revenue, will be diminiſhed in a Sum equal to 70,000 l. by 
the Regulation we are about to make, 1s contrary to Fact, 
and contrary to Experience: For ſuppoſing the Civil Liſt's 
Share in the Duties on Spirituous Liquors, upon a juſt Com- 
putation, does amount to 70,000 |. yearly, yet we may be 
convinced by Experience, that the Conſumption of Beer and 
Ale will always increaſe in Proportion as the Conſumption 


| of Spirituous Liquors decreaſes ; and as the Civil Liſt has a 


much greater Share of the Duties on Beer and Ale, than it 
has of the Duties on Spirituous Liquors, it is, in my Opi- 
nion, certain, that the Civil Liſt will get an Increaſe of more 
than 70,0001. a Year by that Increaſe in the Duties upon 
Beer and Ale, which will be occaſioned by the Regulation 
propoſed by this Bill. | 

To confirm what I have ſaid, Sir, Let us look into the 
Accounts that are upon our Table, and from them we ſhall 
ind, that the Amount of the Duties upon Beer and Ale has 
conſtantly and regularly decreaſed, as the Amount of the 
Duties upon Spirituous Liquors has increaſed for theſe ſeve- 
ral Years backwards. In the Year ending at Midſummer 


1725, the Exciſe on Beer and Ale produced 1,094,953 J. 


in the ſame Year the Duties on home-made Spirits produced 
but 88,622 1. From that Time to Midſummer 1729, half a 
Year before the late Gin-A& took place, the Duties on 
home-made Spirits gradually increaſed, and accordingly the 
Exciſe on Beer and Ale gradually decreaſed, ſo that in the 
Year ending at Midſummer 1729, the former produced 
104,3731. whereas the latter produced but 963, 763 l. which 
Was 131,190 1. leſs than it produced in the Year ending at 

idſummer 1725. 5 

In the Year 1729, the late famous Act againſt Geneva, 
and other Compound Spirits, was paſſed; and tho' that Act 
was evaded by the Sale of a new Sort of Spirit call'd Par- 
lament-Brandy, yet, ineffectual as it was, it diminiſhed a 


little the Conſumption of Spirituous Liquors, and conſe- 


quently the Produce of the Duties on ſuch Liquors ; ſo that 
n the Year ending at Midſummer 1732, they produced 
but 100,025 I. which was 43481. leſs than they produced 
im 1729. But as to the Exciſe upon Beer and Ale, what 


Vas the Conſequence ? As ſoon as that Act paſſed, that Ex- 


B b 2 | ciſe 


Anno y. Geo, II. 
1736. 


8 | 


Conſumption of Spirituous Liquors began to increaſe, and 


of any extravagant Calculations, I ſhall ſuppoſe that the 


place, produce about one Third more yearly, than it pro- 
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Anno 9. Geo. 11. ciſe began to increaſe, ſo that in the Year ended at Mid. that it 
ſummer 1732, it produced 1,071,240 l. which is 107,477 |. tion we 
n more than it produced in 1729. dat th 


* Again, Sir, upon the Repeal of the late Gin-AR, the their N 
fallen « 
ſure of 
hope 
their f⸗ 
done ! 
ſame P 
new a 
ought 

agree 

inſinua 
Accou 
Exciſe 
hand 1 
to reaſ 
has be 
Civil- 
has go 
which 
Exciſe 
certal. 
liamer 
Increa 
makin 
Fund 

Parlia 


conſequently the Produce of the Duties on ſuch Liquors, ſo 
that in the Year ended at Midſummer laſt they produced 
154,094 1. and the Conſequence with reſpect to the Exciſe 
on Beer and Ale we find to be the ſame ; for in the Year 
ended at Midſummer laſt, it produced but 1,021,370]. 
which is 49,870 J. leſs than it produced in 1732. From 
all which, Sir, I think it is as plain as Figures can make it, 
that the Conſumption of Beer and Ale has hitherto always 
decreaſed or increaſed, as the Conſumption of Spirituous 
Liquors has increaſed or decreaſed 3 and as that has been 
the Caſe in all Time paſt, we muſt ſuppoſe it will be the 
Caſe in all Time to come. 1 | 

This then being laid down as a Maxim confirmed by 
Experience, let us conſider how greatly, I may almoſt ſay 
how entirely, the Conſumption, not only of home-made Spi- 
tits, but of all Spirits, will be diminiſhed by the Bill now 
before us, and what an Increaſe that will make in the Con- 
ſumption of Beer and Ale ; but that I may not be accuſed 


Conſumption of Spirituous Liquors may hereafter be but one 
Third leſs than it was before; the natural Inference from 
thence is, that the Conſumption of Beer and Ale will be 
one Third more than it was, and conſequently that the Ex- 
ciſe on Beer and Ale will, from the Time this Bill takes 


duced in the Year ended at Midſummer laſt, which 
340, 456 J. I ſhall farther ſuppoſe, that upon the Conſump- 
tion of Spirituous Liquors growing leſs by one Third, the 
Conſumption of Beer and Ale ſhould increaſe but one Sixth 
more than it was before; even by this Suppoſition there mult 
be a yearly Increaſe in the Exciſe on Beer and Ale, of one 
Sixth more than it produced in the Year ended at Midſum- 
mer laſt, which is 170, 228 J. yearly; and as very near 
one Half of the Exciſe on Beer and Ale, ſtands appropriated 
to the Civil Liſt, conſequently one Half of this Increaſe in 
the Exciſe on Beer and Ale, being 85,114 1. yearly, mult 
accrue to the Civil Lift, which is 15,114 J. a Year more 
than it can be ſuppoſed to loſe, by taking from it the Share 

it formerly had in the Duties on Spirituous Liquors. 
From theſe Calculations, Sir, which are all taken from 
Accounts ly ing upon your Table, I think it is evident, even 
to a Demonſtration, that the preſent Amount of the Civil 
Liſt Revenue will not be diminiſhed ; but on the N 
| 3 
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that it will be a Gamer at leaſt 15,1141. by the Regula- Annog. Geo. 11. 
tion we are now about to make. I know it may be ſaid, 
W that theſe Calculations are founded upon Facts which are in 


their Nature uncertain ; and that, tho' they have formerly 
fallen out in the Manner I have repreſented, we cannot be 
ſure of their falling out in the ſame Manner hereafter ; yet 


hope it will be granted, there is a ſtrong Probability of 


their falling out in the ſame Manner hereafter, as they have 
done heretofore : The ſame Cauſes generally produce the 
fame Effects; and unleſs we have really a Mind to grant a 
new additional Revenue to the Civil Liſt, this Probability 
ought to be a prevailing Argument with us, at leaſt, to 
agree to the Propoſition now made; for tho' it has been 
infinuated, that the Parliament may hereafter call for an 
Account, and diſpoſe of the Increaſe that may ariſe in the 
Exciſe on Beer and Ale, we know, and the Caſe now in 
hand may convince us, how difficult it is for the Parliament 


to reaſſume any Revenue, or any Part of any Revenue, that 
has been once granted to, and eftabliſhed as a Part of the 


Ciril-Liſt. If it ſhould hereafter appear, that the Civil-Liſt 
has got 100,000 l. a Year, or perhaps 200,0001. a Year, 
which may probably be the Caſe, by the Increaſe of the 
Exciſe on Beer and Ale, occaſioned by this Bill, I am very 


certain, if we agree to this Clauſe as it now ſtands, the Par- 


lament will never be able to lay hold of any Part of that 
Increaſe, in order to apply it to the Aggregate Fund, for 
making good the 70,000 J. a Year, to be taken from that 


Fund by this Clauſe ; nay, I queſtion much if any future 


Parliament will be able to reaſſume that 70,0001. a Year, 
or to diſcharge the Aggregate Fund from the future Pay- 
ment of it, tho' it ſhould then be made appear, that the 


Exciſe had actually increaſed, as plainly as I have now made 


it appear, that it probably will. 3 

This Difficulty, Sir, may be prevented by our agreeing 
to the Propoſition now made to us; and by our ſettling the 
Clauſe in the Manner propoſed, the Civil Liſt may be a 
aner, but it is impoſſible it can be a Loſer, even with 
relpeCt to the Surplus it may now have above $00,000 1. a 
Year ; which Surplus, we have been told, the Civil Liſt 
i as good a Right to, as it has to any Part of the 800,0001, 


a Year: But I widely differ from the honourable Gentleman 


vo told us ſo [Sir Robert Walpole] ; for if the Duties ap- 
propriated to the Civil Liſt now produce a Million Yearly, 
and thoſe Duties ſhould by any Accident produce hereatter 
but 850,000 1. yearly, the Parliament, according to the pre- 
ſent Eſtabliſhment of the Civil Liſt, would not. be obliged 
8 make good ſo much as One Shilling of that Decreaſe; 
Viereas if they ſhould hereafter produce but 750,000 l. 

| yearly, 


1736. 
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Anvo 9. Geo. 11. yearly, or any Sum leſs than 800,000 I. the Parliament Rang, 
alla obliged to make good whatever they may produce yearly 
leſs than that 800,000 J. ſo that there is at leaſt this Dif. 
rence between the 800,000 1. Eſtabliſhment, and the 200,000], 
Surplus, that the Parliament now ſtands obliged to make 
good the 800,000 1. Eſtabliſhment, but does not now ſtand 
obliged to make good One Shilling of the 200,000 l. Sur. 
plus; therefore it can by no Means at preſent be aid, that 
the Civil Liſt has as good a Right to the Surplus, as it has 
to the Eſtabliſhment : But, Sir, if we agree to the Propeji 
tion now made, the Civil Lift will then really have as good 
a Right to the preſent Surplus, whatever it may be, as it 
has to the Eſtabliſhment of 800,0001. yearly ; for which 
Reaſon, if this Propoſition be not agreed to, I muſt con- 
clude, that the 70,0001. appropriated to the Civil Liſt by 
the Clauſe as it ſtands at preſent, is deſigned as a new addi 
tional Revenue to the Civil Liſt, and not as a Compenſation 
for the Loſs it may ſuſtain by the Regulation we are about 

to make. | Oe 
* This, Sir, leads me naturally to the next, and the only 
other Reaſon that can be aſſigned or ſuppoſed, for our agree- 
ing to the Clauſe as it now ſtands, which is, becauſe we 
ſuppoſe, that the preſent Amount of the Civil Liſt Revenue 
15 not ſufficient for ſupporting his Majeſty's Houſhold and 
Family, and that therefore we ought to grant an Addition 


of 70,0001. a Year to that Revenue, during his Majelty's 
Life at leaſt, but I may ſay in all Time to come; for 1% 


not find an Inſtance, where leſs has been granted to a Suc- 
ceſſor, than had been formerly enjoy'd by his Anceſtor. 
Nou, Sir, as to this Reaſon, whatever the Gentlemen, 
who are immediately concerned in the Diſpoſal of the Civil 
_ Liſt Revenue, may ſuppoſe, I am very certain his Majely 
does not ſuppoſe any ſuch Thing; becauſe, if he had, he 
would certainly have communicated the ſame to his Parlu- 
ment, either by a Speech from the Throne, or by a ſolemn 
Meſſage, and would have deſired ſuch an Addition, as he 
thought neceſſary. There is no other Way by which hi 
Majeſty can communicate any ſuch Want to his Parliament; 
and until he does it in this Manner, no Gentleman, a8 
Member of this Houſe, can ſuppoſe, nay, as a Truſtee for 
the People he is bound not to ſuppoſe, that his Majeſty ſtands 
in need of any Addition to his Civil Lift Revenue, or to an) 
other Revenue. This therefore can be no Reaſon for us, ® 
Members of this Houſe, to agree to the Clauſe as it ſtands 
now before us; and I hope this Houſe will never, withou! 
very ſtrong and publick Reaſons, take ſuch a large Sum of 
Money from that Fund which is appropriated for the — 
6 m 
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ment of our Debts, and for freeing the People from that 
heavy Load of Taxes they now groan under.” 

To this it was anſwer'd by the Courtiers as follows : 

Sir, N 

The Queſtion now before us, has been already ſo fully 
debated, and ſet in ſo clear a Light, that I am ſurpriſed to 
hear any new Difhculties ſtarted. The true and the only 
Reaſon for our agreeing to the Clauſe as it now ſtands is, 
that by the very preceding Clauſe we are to take from the 


Civ Lift, and appropriate to the Aggregate Fund, a Reve- 


nc, Which, upon a Medium ſince his Majeſty's Acceſſion, 
has brought in 70,0001. a Year: This being the true State 
of the Caſe, is it not evident that the Civil Liſt will 
loſe, at leaſt, 70, ooo l. a Year by the Regulation we are 
now about to make ? And as we are to take that yearly Sum 
from the Civil Liſt, and appropriate it to the Aggregate 


Anno 9. Geo. II. 
1736. 


Argument in Fa · 
vour of the above 
Reſolution of the 
Committee. 


Fund, is it not moſt juſt and reaſonable, that we ſhould - 


charge the Aggregate Fund with the Payment of that Sum 


yearly to the Civil Liſt ? Tis true, as the Produce of the 


Duties upon Spirituous Liquors will certainly be very much 
diminiſned by this new Regulation, the Aggregate Fund 


may not perhaps receive ſo much yearly by the Share the 


Civil Liſt formerly had in thoſe Duties; but this ſignifies 
nothing to the preſent Queſtion, for if we were to take off 


ay of our Taxes now appropriated to the Civil Lift, or to 


the Payment of the Intereſt growing due upon any of our 
Debts, we ſhould be obliged to charge the Aggregate Fund, 
or ſome Part of the Sinking Fund, with the Deficiency thereby 
occaſioned, tho' that Fund ſhould get nothing to anſwer the 
bew Charge laid upon it. | 

* But we are told, Sir, That if the Civil Liſt be a Loſer 
by taking from it its Share in the Duties on Spirituous Li- 
quors, that Loſs will be fully made good by the Increaſe in 
the Exciſe on Beer and Ale, which will naturally be occa- 
loned by the new Regulation we are now about to make. 
dir, whatever Increaſe may happen hereafter in the Exciſe 
on Beer and Ale, the Civil Liſt has a Right to its Share of 
at Increaſe without any new Grant from us, nor can we 
ake that Right from it without doing a manitelt Injuſtice; 
0 that it appears to me a little extraordinary to ſay, that the 
Loſs of that Right the Civil Liſt now has to a Share of the 

Wes on Spirituous Liquors, will be compenſed, or made 
good, by another Right it was before intitled to, and which 
Ve neither could give nor take from it. 

But, Sir, to wave this Argument for the preſent, and to 

Ppoſe that a Right which we do not give, may be a Com- 
Fenſation for a Right which we actually take away, I cannot 
link it would be juſt in us to take from the Civil Liſt a 
certain 


Anno g Geo. It. certain Revenue of 70,0001. a Year, and give nothing i 
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Return but an uncertain Produce, which may for what ye 12 
now be worth little or nothing; for even by the very (4. the 
culations that have been mentioned of the other Side, it a dept 
pears that the Exciſe on Beer and Ale does not always 4 _ 
creaſe, or decreaſe, in Proportion as the Duties on Spirituoys that 
Liquors decreaſe or increaſe. In the Year 1729, the Duties not! 
on the latter produced but 104,3731. whereas in the Year ſrug 
1735, they produced 15 4, 94 l. from whence we ought ty the 1 
conclude, that the Produce of the Exciſe on Beer and Al Nun 
was much higher in the Year 1729, than it was in the Year Spir 
1735, yet we find that in 1729, the Exciſe produced but Beer 
903,703 J. and that in the Year ended at Midſummer lat, _ 
1735, it produced 1,021,3701. which is 57,6071. more muly 
than it produced in 1729. 1 | opir 
This ſhews, Sir, that the Proportion between the Increaſe tion, 
or Decreaſe of the one, and the Decreaſe or Increaſe of the "_ 
other, does not always hold; and in Fact it has certainly henc 
always been, and will always be ſo : The Increaſe or De- Bil . 
creaſe of the Exciſe upon Beer or Ale, as well as the In. dimi 
creaſe or Decreaſe of the Duties on Spirituous Liquors, depend ly th 
upon ſo many other Accidents, that they cannot depend en- the ( 
tirely upon one another, nor can any Man gueſs at the . WM the ] 
creaſe of the one, from any Knowledge he may have of the 
Decreaſe of the other. I ſhall mention only one Accident, "8; 
which was, I believe, the chief Reaſon of the Decreaſe of beca 
the Exciſe on Beer and Ale in the Year 1729. It happened Grar 
in that Year, the Price of all Sorts of Corn, eſpecially Malt, Fats 
was much higher than it was for ſeveral Years before r 1 
ſince, and for this Reaſon we may ſuppoſe none of our out | 
Brewers brewed any more Beer or Ale in that Year, than Dece 
what was abſolutely neceſſary for the immediate Conſump- his A 
tion ; none of them brewed any large Quantity for Staling, 0 
as they call it; whereas, in a Year when the Price is low, wn 
they all brew great Quantities, which they keep by them ® grant 
a Stock in Hand, to be ready to anſwer any future Demand. to hi 
This is more particularly the Caſe with reſpect to thoſe Sorts pr 
of Strong Beer or Ale, which the Brewer may keep ſeveral 1 
Vears in his Cellars, and is generally the better, the longer th ol 
it is kept; and to this Accident, I believe, we ought chicly 0 
to aſcribe the great Decreaſe in the Exciſe on Beer and Ale v4 
in the Year 1729. | | 6 a 
ee Sir, I am fo far from thinking, that the Increaſe or De- / F 
creaſe in the Conſumption of Beer and Ale, depends upon the I 
Decreaſe or Increaſe in the Conſumption of Spirituous Lr Dips 
quors, that I believe they generally increaſe or decreaſe bo- Gor! 
gether; it is not the Conſumption of either of the Liquos "I 


neceſſary for the Support of Nature, which raiſes the Exciſe 
(0 
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18 b to its preſent Height: It is the Conſumption occaſioned by 
8 01 the Debauches and Extravagancies of the People, and theſe 
A + depend upon ſo many Accidents, that it is impoſſible to ac- 


count for them in Time paſt, or to gueſs at the Conſumption 
that may be in Time to come. But I am perſuaded that 
nothing will tend more to the rendering our People ſober, 


ys in- 
1tuous 


_ frugal, and induſtrious, than the removing out of their Way 
ear f 

he} the many Temptations they are now expoſed to, by the great 
4 Ne Number of Gin-Shops, and other Places for the Retail of 
* You Spirituous Liquors ; for before a Man becomes fluſtered with 
1 be Beer or Ale, he has Time to reflect, and to conſider the 


many Misfortunes to which he expoſes himſelf and his Fa- 


er laſt, mily, by idling away his Time at an Alehouſe ; whereas any 


— Spirituous Liquor in a Moment deprives him of all Reflec- 
1 tion, ſo that he either gets quite drunk at the Gin-Shop, or 
72 runs to the Alehouſe, and there finiſhes his Debauch. From 
reainly hence, Sir, I think it moſt natural to conclude, that the 
ith Bill now under our Conſideration, if paſſed into a Law, will 
he Is, diminiſh the Conſumption of Beer and Ale ; and conſequent- 
depend ly the Produce of the Exciſe on thoſe Liquors, as well as 
An the Conſumption of Spirituous Liquors, and the Produce of 
the lu. the Duty on them. 3 
1 * I come now, Sir, to the Propoſition this Day made to 
RTP us, which I muſt fay I look on as a very extraordinary one; 
als of becauſe it would entirely alter the very Nature of that 


mw | the firſt Year of his Reign; and I wonder how Gentlemen 
fore o n Propoſe making any ſuch Alteration in that Grant with- 
01 0 out his Majeſty's Conſent: I think they ſhould, at leaſt, in 
ar, than Decency have uſhered it in with a Motion for an Addreſs to 
onſump- his Majeſty, humbly to pray that he would give his Conſent 
Staling, to their making ſuch an Alteration ; for by the Eſtabliſn- 
OK. ment of the Civil Liſt as it ſtands at preſent, and as it was 
them 5 granted to his Majeſty in the firſt Year of his Reign, he is 
nab to haye during his Life the Produce of all thoſe Duties then 
oſe Sorts appropriated to that Revenue without any Account; yet 
foyenl wa it is modeſtly en that he ſhould from henceforth 
e longer 2 to give an Account, be to Parliament of 
t chichy tne Produce of every one of thoſe Duties, or otherwiſe to 


ble, at leaſt, a Part of the Benefit of that Eſtabliſhment 


which was intended, and was then actually granted to him 
y Parliament. 


and Ale 
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Grant of the Civil Liſt, which was made to his Majeſty in 


e or De- Ke h 25 | 1 2 2 

upon th : ving thus, Sir, put this Propoſition in a true Light, 
uous L. A m convinced that we cannot come to any ſuch Reſolution, 
reaſe to- agree to ſuch a Clauſe in any Bill, without his Majeſty's 
Liquors r. and as I have ſhewn that there is no Certainty, that 
© Lac e Uivil Liſt will be a Gainer by the Increaſe of the Exciſe 


(0 
YOL, IV. Cc bability 


on 75 and Ale but on the contrary, that there is a Pro- 


(60 


Anne 96 bability that it will be a Loſer by the Decreaſe of that Ex. 
3 Cie, I think there ariſes from thence a ſufficient Reaſon for 


our making good to his Majeſty the Loſs he muſt ſuſtain, by 
taking from the Civil Lift its Share in the Duties on Spiritu— 


ous Liquors, therefore I ſhall add no more, but declare that 


Reply to the Argu- 
ments in Favour of 
the Reiolutions of 
the Committee, 


J am moſt heartily for agreeing to the Clauſe as it now 


ſtands.” | 
To this it was replied by the Members who oppoſed the 
Grant of 50,0001. <> | 
Sir, 
From ſome of the Arguments now made uſe of, I think 
we may already begin to ſee the Truth of what was fore- 


told in the Beginning of this Debate. We were then fore. 


told, Sir, that if it ſhould hereafter appear, that the Civil 


Lift had got 200,000 1. a Year, additional Revenue, by the 


| Increaſe of the Exciſe on Beer and Ale occaſioned by this 


Bill, the Parliament would never be able to lay hold of any 
Part of that Increaſe, or even to re-aſſume the 70,0001. An. 
nuity, we are now to grant, upon a Suppoſition that the Civil 


_ lift will get nothing by ſuch Increaſe of the Exciſe on Beer 


and Ale. The Truth of this, I ſay, Sir, begins already to 


appear; for the honourable Gentleman [Sir Robert Wat 


pole] has told us, that by increaſing the Conſumption of 


Beer and Ale, and conſequently the Exciſe on thoſe Liquors, 
we give nothing to the Civil Liſt but what it had before a 
Right to; whereas by diminiſhing, or taking from the Civil 


Liſt its Share in the Duties on Spirituous Liquors, we take 


from it what it had formerly a Right to, and that therefore 
we cannot pretend to compenſate a Right which we adtually 
take away, by a Right which we do not give. If this can 


be admitted as an Argument for our agreeing to this Clauſe, 


it muſt always be a much ſtronger againſt the Parliament's 
ever pretending to take any Part of the Increaſe, that may be 
occaſioned in the Exciſe, or to re-aſſume the 70,000 J. An- 
nuity we are now to eſtabliſh. | 

Altho' I have never yet admitted, nor can admit, that 
the Civil Liſt's Share in the Duties on Spirituous Liquors 
ought to be computed at 70,0001. yet now, Sir, I ſhall take 
it for granted, becauſe it ſignifies nothing to the preſent Diſ⸗ 
pute; for the principal Queſtion now in Diſpute I take to 
be, Whether the Civil Liſt has ſuch an abſolute Right to 
that Share, that we can make no Regulations whereby the 
Value of that Share may be diminiſhed, without granting 
a Compenſation from ſome other Fund ? And the next Que- 
ſtion I take to be, Whether, if by the ſame Regulation the 


Value of the Civil Liſt's Share in ſome other Duties or Ex- 


ciſes be increaſed, we may not in Juſtice and Equity inſiſt 
upon it, that the Advantage occaſioned in the one Caſe mw 
| | 6 
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for the Loſs in the other. 

As to the firſt Queſtion, Sir, tis true, the Crown has a 
Right to the whole Produce of certain Duties appropriated 
to the Civil Lift, but that Right is to be conſidered in a 
twofold Reſpect. The Crown has a Right to the whole 
Produce of all thoſe Duties, ſo far as may amount to 


cident or Contingency whatſoever, becauſe if the Produce 
ſhould not amount to that Sum yearly, the Parliament ſtands 
obliged to make it good; and if the whole Produce of thoſe 
Duties ſhall amount to more than 800, oo0 J. the Crown has 
likewiſe a Right to the Surplus: But that Right is ſubject to 
all Accidents and Contingencies, becauſe if that Surplus 
ſhould be by any Accident diminiſhed, the Parliament is 
not obliged to make it good. Now, Sir, among the many 
Accidents to which that Surplus in its own Nature remains 
liable, ſurely this is one, That it may hereafter become 
neceſſary for the Welfare, perhaps for the Preſervation of 
the Nation, to prevent or pat a Stop to the Conſumption of 
ſome Commodities, the Duties upon which contribute to- 
wards the producing of this Surplus : Would the Parliament 
be obliged in ſuch a Caſe to make that Surplus good ; or to 


Lift might ſuſtain by ſuch an Accident? No, Sir, it certain- 
ly would not; unleſs that Loſs ſhould become ſo heavy, as 
to reduce the Surplus, and even diminiſh the Eſtabliſhment ; 
then indeed a Demand would ariſe upon the Parliament, and 
we ſhould be obliged to make the Eſtabliſhment good. 


greateſt Part of Italy, ſhould be united in an Alliance againſt 
us, which by our late Management may happen to be the 
Caſe ; would it not then be abſolutely neceſſary for us to 
prohibit the Importation or Conſumption of all French, Spa- 
niſh, Portugueſe, and Italian Wines? Would not this very 
probably almoſt quite annihilate the Whole of what I have 
called the Surplus of the Civil Lift? Yet will any Gentle- 
man fay that the Parliament could not prohibit the Importa- 
tion or Conſumption of thoſe Wines, without making good 
to the Civil Liſt its Share in the Duties upon them, to be 
computed at a Medium of the Produce for the preceeding ſe- 
ven or eight Years, when perhaps the Conſumption of them 
Was at a higher Pitch than was conſiſtent with the good of 
the Nation, or Health of the People ? Surely, Sir, no Man 
will pretend to ſay any ſuch Thing ; the Parliament would 
not be obliged to make good any Part of the Loſs the Civil 

lt ſhould ſuſtain by ſuch Prohibition, unleſs the Produce of 
the Duties appropriated to that Revenue ſhould be fo far 


be admitted, ſo far as it will amount, as a Compenſation anno 5 
17 


800,000 1. Eſtabliſhment, without being ſubject to any Ac- 


eſtabliſh any other Fund for compenſating the Loſs the Civil 


* Suppoſe, Sir, that France, Spain, Portugal, and the 


Se reduced 


9. 
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Anno 9. Geo. 11, reduced as not to amount to 800, ooo I. yearly : And even in 


5 


that Caſe, the Parliament would be obliged only to make 
the 800, ooo 1. good, they would not be obliged to make 
good any Part of that Surplus, which the Crown had for. 
merly received and enjoyed by Means of the Duties upon 
thoſe Wines. g | 

Is not the Caſe now before us the very ſame ? Our 
People have by Accident lately taken ſuch a Turn, that 
it is become neceſſary for their Preſervation, to prohibit the 
Conſumption of Spirituous Liquors by Retaile. Is not this, 
as well as the one I have mentioned, one of thoſe Accidents, 
to which the Crown's Right to the Surplus of the Civil Liſt 


Revenue always was, and {till is ſubjected ? And can any 


Gentleman with Reaſon ſay, that we cannot prohibit the 


Retail of ſuch Liquors, without making good to the Civil 


Liſt the whole Surplus that has accrued to it, computed at 
a Medium of the Produce of thoſe very Years, when the 
Abuſe of thoſe Liquors was at its higheſt Pitch? 

* 'The other Queſtion, Sir, is, Whether, if by the ſame 
Regulation by which the Civil Liſt's Share in ſome Duties 
1s diminiſhed, its Share in other Duties be increaſed, the 
Advantage occaſioned by that Regulation in one Caſe, ought 
not in Juſtice and Honour to be admitted, ſo far as it will 
amount, as a Compenſation for the Damage occaſioned in 


the other? This, Sir, is a fair and a true State of the Que- 


ſtion, without that Diſguiſe of compenſating a Right which 
we actually take away, by a Right which we do not give. 
Having thus ſtated the Queſtion in its proper Light, I ſhall 
make uſe only of a familiar Parallel in private Life, for 
ſhewing that it ought to be reſolved in the Affirmative. Sup- 
poſe a Gentleman in my Neighbourhood has a very large 
Marſh in his Eſtate, every Year increaſing ſo as to threaten 
his Eftate with almoſt entire Ruin, and that the Water from 
that Marſh, after running through a Part of his Eſtate, falls 
upon a Part of mine, and there makes a new Marſh, by 
which a great Part of my Eſtate is rendered uſeleſs, and 
the whole brought into Danger: Suppoſe that upon {ur- 
veying my Neighbour's Marſh, and the ſeveral Fields round 
it, I tind that, by a Cut through another Part of his Eſtate 
and a Part of mine, his Marſh may be thoroughly drained; 
and that the Water, by being carried into a new Channel, 
will be prevented from overflowing any Part of my Eſtate, 
and will very much improve my Neighbour's : Suppoſe a- 


gain, that upon a fair and juſt Survey, it appears, that the 


Rents of his Eſtate will, by the Cut or Water-drain to be 
made, be diminiſhed to the Value of 201. a Year, but that 
by the draining of his Marſh, and rendering it good Paſture 


or arable Land, the Rents of his Eſtate will be augmented 
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1 
w the Value of 501. a Year, ſo that upon the whole he 
will be a Gainer to the Amount of 3o1. a Year. In this 
Caſe I muſt aſk every Country- Gentleman that hears me, 
if my Neighbour ought, in Prudence, to prevent my making 
that Cut or Water-drain through his Eſtate at my own Ex- 
nce; or if he could either in Juſtice or Honour pretend, 
that I ought to give him 201. a Year out of my Eſtate, in 
Compenſation for the 201. a Year, he pretends he is to loſe, 
by making the Cut or Water-drain through his Eſtate? 1 
believe no Gentleman will ſay he could in Prudence refuſe 
the one, or in Juſtice inſiſt upon the other: Yet, in this 
Cafe, the Compenſation he receives for the Right I take 
away from him, ariſes from a Right I do not give, a Right 
he was intitled to before I took the other from him. 
* Having now, I think, Sir, demonſtrated, that, if the 
Los the Civil Liſt may ſuſtain by the preſent Regulation, 
be made good by the Increaſe in the Exciſe on Beer and Ale 
occaſioned by the preſent Regulation, we are neither in 
Juſtice nor Honour obliged to give any other Compenſation. 
| may give up the other Queſtion, and admit, that we are 
obliged to grant a Compenſation, in caſe the Loſs is not 
made good by the Increaſe of the Exciſe on Beer and Ale, 
becauſe, notwithſtanding what the honourable Gentleman has 
ad, I am ftill of Opinion, that it is not only probable, but 
apparent, that the Loſs in one Way will be ſufficiently made 
good by the Advantage in the other. The very Nature of 
the Thing is to me a ſufficient Proof; for granting, that 
the greateſt Part of the preſent Amount of the Exciſe pro- 
(eds from the Debauches and Extravagancies of the People, 


committing Debauches in Gin, can have no Reliſh even for 
the ſtrongeſt Malt Liquors; and I am convinced there are 


Ein- drinkers went from a Gin-ſhop, to finiſh their Debauch 
at an Ale-houſe ; becauſe even to quench their Thirſt they 
generally take ſmall Beer or Water, and mix it up with 
Gin; and many of them continue at the Gin-ſhop till they 
anot find the Way to an Ale-houſe, or even to their own 


dean Straw, which at ſome of thoſe Places they have for 
nothing: So that even from the Nature of the Thing we 
mult conclude, that thoſe who have once taken to the ex- 
Cefſive drinking of Gin, give over almoſt entirely drinking 
of Beer or Ale; and if we can lay thoſe People under a 
eceſſity of returning to the drinking of ſtrong Beer or 
ons we muſt neceſſarily very much increaſe the Conſump- 


* By 


ery few Inſtances, if any, that ever a Club of exceflive 
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tis well known, that thoſe who once get into the Way of 


beds, if they have any, but content themſelves with the 


| „ 

Anno 9. Seo. II. By the Report, Sir, of his Majeſty's Juſtices of ge 
3 Peace at Hick's-hall in the Month of January laſt, we fing, | 
there were then within Weſtminſter, Holborn, the Tower, 
and Finſbury Diviſion (excluſive of London and Southwark) 
7044 Houſes and Shops, wherein Geneva and other Spit. 
tuous Liquors were publickly fold by Retail, of which they 
had got an Account, and that they believed it was very far 
ſhort of the true Number : From hence, Sir, if we include 
London, Southwark, and the other Places within the Bil 
of Mortality, I may modeſtly compute there are 20,00 
Houſes and Shops within the Bills of Mortality, wher 
Geneva and other Spirituous Liquors are fold by Retail; 
and tho' the People within the Bills of Mortality are con. 
puted to be but a fifth, or a fixth Part of the People df 
England, yet I ſhall reckon but 20,000 Houſes and Shops 
in all the other Parts of England, where Spirituous II. 
quors are fold by Retail, the Whole being 40,000. Noy 
to each of theſe Houſes I ſhall allow but ten Cuſtomers, 
who are exceſſive Drinkers of Gin, ſuch I call thoſe who 
may drink about half a Pint a Day, one Day with another; 
and ten Cuſtomers who are moderate Drinkers of that Ii. 
quor, ſuch J call thoſe who do not drink above half a Cu. 
tern a Day, one Day with another. 'This makes in England 
400,000 exceſſive Drinkers, and 400,000 moderate Drinker 
of Spirituous Liquors ; and conſidering how univerſally the 
Cuſtom of drinking ſuch Liquors has got in among the com. 
mon People, Men, Women and Children, I believe thi 
Namber will not be reckon'd too large. | 
Let us next ſuppoſe, Sir, that if the Retail of fuck 
Liquors were entirely prohibited, and theſe Drinkers of Gin 
ſhould return to the Uſe of Malt Liquors, that each of ite 
exceſſive Drinkers of Gin would for the future drink a Pint 
of Strong Beer a Day, one Day with another; and that 
each of the moderate Drinkers of Gin would for the utur 
drink half a Pint of Strong Beer a Day, one with another, 
more than they drink at preſent ; we may from thence fe 
how greatly the Conſumption of Beer and Ale would be 
hereby increaſed ; for 400,000 Pints, and 400,000 half Pint, 
makes 600, ooo Pints, or 75, ooo Gallons a Day, whica 
makes 27,375,000 Gallons, or 805, 147 Barrels in a Year 
The Exciſe at 4s. 6d. per Barrel upon this Increaſe in the 
| Conſumption, would produce an Increaſe in the Exciſe up! 
Heer and Ale of 181,1581. yearly, one half of which beit 
90,5791. would belong to the Civil Lift ; ſo that according 
to all the Ways of Computation, the Civil Laſt will get 
more by the Increaſe in the Exciſe upon Beer and Ale, than 
it can be ſuppoſed to loſe, according to the higheſt Compi 


tation, by taking from it the Duties on Spirituous — 8 
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and that my Computation of Gin-drinkers is within Bounds, 
appears from hence 3 that the ſuppoſed 400,000 exceſſive 
Drinkers at half a Pint a Day, and the 400,000 moderate 
Drinkers at half a Quartern a Day, according to this Com- 
putation, conſume but 31,250 Gallons a Day, which is 
11,406,250 Gallons in a Year, the Duties upon which, at 
3d. a Gallon, amount to but 142,5781. per Aunum ; where- 
25 the Duties upon theſe Liquors for this laſt Year, amount- 
ed to 154,094 |. and we cannot ſuppoſe but that there are 
ſome Frauds, with reſpe& to the collecting of theſe Duties, 
a5 well as in moſt others. | 
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wy J have choſen this new Method of Calculation, Sir, not 
Je o becauſe T think the other falſe or deceitful, but to ſhew, 
Shops that whatever Method we chooſe, and from the moſt modeſt 
« th [Calculations we can make, this general Truth will always 
Now appear, That by prohibiting the Retail of Spirituous Li- 
mer, WL the Civil Lift will get more by the Increaſe of the 
d >ciſe on Beer and Ale, than it can loſe by the Decreaſe of 


ther; e Duties upon ſuch Liquors: And now with reſpec to the 


+ I. [bſervations made upon the other Method, I muſt ſay, that 
Our. the Gentlemen of the other Side treat us, as Free-thinkers 
oland Bi" treated by ſome of their Antagoniſts : They ſtate a weak 


nlkers 
ly the 
com- 
e this 


In the Victory they have obtained. I have never heard it 
laid, Sir, in this Houſe, nor in any any other Place, that 


he Exciſe upon Beer and Ale muſt always increaſe or de- 
© (ch Wale in an exact Proportion: That if the Duties upon the 
f Gin | 


f the the other muſt increaſe or decreaſe exactly one fifth, one 


Pint uth, or one tenth, and neither more nor leſs. No, Sir, there 
tha 4 many other Accidents may contribute to the Increaſe or 
futur WA creaſe of the Exciſe on Beer and Ale, and therefore this 
other, oportion cannot be exact: Yet I cannot allow, that the 
ei Cident mentioned by the honourable Gentleman, could 


Ir a falſe Argument for us, anſwer it, and then triumph 
2 the Duties upon Spirituous Liquors decreaſe or increaſe, 


ſamer decreaſe or increaſe one fifth, one ſixth, or one tenth, 


1d be * any great Influence upon the Exciſe in 1729 ; for the 
Pint, e of Malt was not, ſo far as I remember, ſo high that 
which IS as to put our Brewers out of the common Way of 
Year: ing; and beſides, we know that the Strong Drink 
in th 17 for common Draught, from whence the greateſt Part 
upon WAN the Exciſe is raiſed, is never deſigned to be 5 a great 
being Pan Years ; fo that in ſuch Sort of Drink the Brewers ne- 
ordine f think of layin * great Stock to provide for a Vear 
ill get ici: Bat 1 hall mention one Accident, which, I 
, tha U take upon me to ſay, has greatly contributed to keep up 
ompi- e Exciſe theſe laſt two Years, and yet has contributed no- 
quors; | us towards raiſing the Produce of the Duties, at leaſt, on 
and eme made Spirits; I mean, Sir, the late general Election 


for 
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Anno g. Geo, II. for this Parliament, and the many very extraordinary dif. 
2 puted Elections that have been ſince; for it is certain that 
theſe Elections and Diſputes have added greatly to the Con. 
ſumption of Beer and Ale, tho' I have never yet heard of 3 
Candidate, who treated his Voters or Witneſſes with Gin. 
And laſtly, Sir, with reſpect to the Propoſition this Day. 
made to us, I am ſurpriſed to hear the honourable Gentle. 
man ſay, that it alters the Nature of the preſent Eſtabliſl 
ment of the Civil Liſt ; for upon the contrary, it purſus 
exactly the Nature of that Eſtabliſhment : With reſpe& v 
the preſent Civil Liſt, ſo far a. the Parliament ſtands obliged 
to make it good, his Majeſty is accountable ; for he cannot 
make any Demand upon the Parliament, till he has laid a 
Account of the Civil Lift Revenues before them, in order 
to ſhew them the Deficiency : By the Propoſition now betore 
us, we are to enlarge that Eftabliſhment, we are to oblige 
ourſelves to make a future Sum yearly good to his Majeſty ; 
and I hope the honourable Gentleman would not have us lay 
ourſelves under ſuch an Obligation, and at the ſame Time 
put it in the Power of any future Miniſter to come and tell | 
us, whenever he pleaſes, that there was a Deficiency as to 
that further Sum; and that therefore he inſiſted upon our 
making it good, without laying any Account before us from 
whence that Deficiency might appear. = 
© To conclude, Sir, from the whole that has been {aid 
upon this Subject, it appears evident to me, that if the 
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Surplus of the Civil Liſt ſhould be diminſhed by what we Th 
are now about, we are not obliged to make it good: That lows : 
if we were obliged to make the Loſs good, it ought not to 
be computed at 70,0001. per Annum : That if it ſhould be 5 
computed at 70,000 I. per Annum, it is apparent that it vill this B 
be made good by the Increaſe of the Exciſe : That if this made 
were not apparent, the Propoſition now made to us will ful entire 
ly anſwer that Uncertainty : That the Propoſition now made perſon 
to us is exactly conformable to the Nature of the pteſent been 
Eſtabliſhment of the Civil Liſt; and that if it were not, it been « 
is become neceſſary, by the Demand now made upon us in anon: 
favour of the Civil Liſt ; ſo that in no Caſe can I find any ous L 
| Reaſon for taking ſuch a Sum as 70,000 1. a Year from the made 
Sinking Fund; and therefore I cannot agree that this Claule and a 
in the preſent Form, ſhould ſtand Part of the Bill.“ g this N 
The Houſe refolve The Queſtion being then put, to agree with the Commit vour « 
8 8 tee in the Amendments made to this Clauſe, it was, upon 4 
Vote of 70,0001. a Diviſion, carried in the Affirmative, by 183 to 110. of th 
for the Cin its April 6. The Houſe reſumed the Conſideration of the Re- Circu 
port from the Committee on the Bill for preventing the ke. ment 
tail of Spirituous Liquors, when the following Clauſe was ject, 
offer'd for excepting Punch; wiz. * Provided always, that ed w 
| - nothing y 
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di + nothing in this Act contained ſhall extend, or be conſtrued 
that © to extend, to charge with any of the Duties direQed to 
Con- © be paid, levied, or collected, by this Act, any Spirits or 
of 2 Strong Waters, to be made into the Liquor commonly 
in. © called Punch, to be retailed and conſumed in the Houle, 
Day or Houſes, of any Perſon, or Perſons, keeping a publick 
ntle- © Inn, Coffee-houſe, Victualling-houſe, or Ale-houſe, who 
bliſhe © ſhall have been firſt licenſed to ſell Wine, Beer, Ale, or 
Irſues © other Liquors, or to ſubje& the Makers, or Retailers of 
& to © the ſaid Liquor called Punch, to take out Licences from 
liged © the Commiſhoners of Exciſe, as herein before directed for 
annot © Retailers of Spirituous Liquors, or Strong Waters. Pro- 
id an © vided the ſaid Liquor called Punch, fo to be retailed and 
order © conſumed as aforeſaid, be made or mixed with two third 
Crore © Parts Water at the leaſt; in the Preſence of the Buyer, 
blige and that the Spirit with which the ſaid Liquor is to be 
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A Clauſe offer24 
for exceptin 
Punch out of the 
B Il relating to 
Spirituous Liquors, 


jety; made, be not ſold, or retailed, in a leſs Quantity than one 


us lay Pint, or at a leſs Price than after the Rate of 5s. ger 
Time * Gallon ; and all and every Perſon, or Perſons, acting con- 
d tell * trary hereto, ſhall forfeit the Sum of 5 J. for every Of- 
as to © fence, one Moiety thereof to the Informer, or Proſecutor, 
n Our that ſhall inform or proſecute for the ſame, the other 
from * Motety to his Majeſty, his Heirs and Succeſſors: And the 
| © Proof that the ſame was ſo mixed and fold at ſuch Price 
1 {aid * as aforeſaid, ſhall lye on the Vender or Seller thereof, 
f the and not on the Informer or Proſecutor.” | 


at We The Arguments in Favour of the ſaid Clauſe were as fol- 
That lows : 


10t to Sir, | 


ud be As the Complaint, which occaſioned the bringing in of 
1 1 this Bill was chiefly aim'd againſt the exceſſive Uſe of Home- 


made Spirits among the common People, which proceeded 
entirely from the low Price, and from the Liberty many 
Perſons took to retail them without a Licence, I have always 
been of Opinion, that the Evil complained of might have 


ill ful- 
made 
reſent 


not, it been cured, without laying on ſach heavy Duties as will 
1 amount to a Prohibition of the Retail of all diſtilled Spiritu- 


m the 


-Jauſe made into Punch, has never occaſioned the leaſt Complaint, 
- U 


ind as that Comſumption is of very great Conſequence to 
. ths Nation, I muſt beg Leave to offer a few Words in fa- 
may Your of the Clauſe propos'd. 

e I believe, Sir, no Gentleman in this Houle is ignorant 
5 as A the preſent declining State of our Sugar- Colcnies : Their 
be Re- ircumſtances have been of late fo filly laid before Parlia- 
0 ment, and every Man who has a Regard tor his Fellow Sub- 
* 

1 ed with their juſt C ints. Their Rivals in the Sugar 
nothing You -av- juſt e : heir Rivals in the Sugar 


Trads 


Arguments in fa- 
vour of chat Clauſe. 


dus Liquors : However, as the Conſumption of Rum, when 


it, or for the Good of his Country, muſt be ſenſibly touch- 
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Anno 9. Geo, II. for this Parliament, and the many very extraordinary dif. 


— puted Elections that have been ſince; for it is certain that © to 
theſe Elections and Diſputes have added greatly to the Con. * be 
ſumption of Beer and Ale, tho“ I have never yet heard of 2 © Str 
Candidate, who treated his Voters or Witneſſes with Gin. © cal 

And laſtly, Sir, with reſpect to the Propoſition this Day. © or 
made to us, I am ſurpriſed to hear the honourable Gentle- © In 
man ſay, that it alters the Nature of the preſent Eſtabliſh. © ſh; 
ment of the Civil Liſt ; for upon the contrary, it purſues © of 

exactly the Nature of that Eſtabliſhment : With reſpe& to © the 
the preſent Civil Liſt, ſo far a. the Parliament ſtands obliged © the 
to make it good, his Majeſty is accountable ; for he cannot © Re 
make any Demand upon the Parliament, till he has Jaid an © vid 
Account of the Civil Liſt Revenues before them, in order © cot 
to ſhew them the Deficiency : By the Propoſition now betore | « Pa) 
us, we are to enlarge that Eſtabliſhment, we are to oblige © anc 
ourſelves to make a future Sum yearly good to his Majeſty ; © ma 
and I hope the honourable Gentleman would not have us lay pin 
ourſelves under ſuch an Obligation, and at the ſame Time © Ga 
put 1t in the Power of any future Miniſter to come and tell © tra 
us, whenever he pleaſes, that there was a Deficiency as to fen 
that further Sum; and that therefore he inſiſted upon our © tha 
making it good, without laying any Account before us from © Mc 
whence that Deficiency might appear. * Pre 

Jo conclude, Sir, from the whole that has been {aid | 1 365 
upon this Subject, it appears evident to me, that if the * anc 
Surplus of the Civil Liſt ſhould be diminſhed by what we | F. 

are now about, we are not obliged to make it good ; That lows 
if we were obliged to make the Loſs good, it ought not to | 
be computed at 70,0001. per Annum : That if it ſhould be 1 
computed at 70, ooo 1. per Annum, it is apparent that it will this! 
be made good by the Increaſe of the Exciſe : That if this } made 
were not apparent, the Propoſition now made to us will ful- | entire 
ly anſwer that Uncertainty : That the Propoſition now made Perſy 
to us is exactly conformable to the Nature of the prelent been 
Eſtabliſhment of the Civil Liſt ; and that if it were not, it } been 
is become neceſſary, by the Demand now made upon us in 00 
favour of the Civil Liſt; ſo that in no Caſe can I find an) ous J 
Reaſon for taking ſuch a Sum as 70,0001. a Year from the | made 
Sinking Fund ; and therefore I cannot agree that this Clauſe, | ad: 
in the preſent Form, ſhould ſtand Part of the Bill.“ 3 this ] 
| The Houſe refolve The Queſtion being then put, to agree with the Commit- vour 
to agree with the tee in the Amendments made to this Clauſe, it was, upon = 
Vote of 70,0001. a Diviſion, carried in the Affirmative, by 183 to 110. of th 
for the Cin km. April 6. The Houſe reſumed the Confideration of the Re- Cirei 
port from the Committee on the Bill for preventing the Re- ment 
tail of Spirituous Liquors, when the following Clauſe war ject, 
offer d for excepting Punch; viz. * Provided always, that ed w 


nothing 
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* nothing in this Act contained ſhall extend, or be conſtrued 


dil. 
Fes © to extend, to charge with any of the Duties directed to 
on- © be paid, levied, or collected, by this Act, any Spirits or 
of a « Strong Waters, to be made into the Liquor commonly 
n. t called Punch, to be retailed and conſumed in the Houle, 
Day or Houſes, of any Perſon, or Perſons, keeping a publick 
ntle- Inn, Coffee-houſe, Victualling-houſe, or Ale-houſe, who 
liſh- e ſhall have been firſt licenſed to {ell Wine, Beer, Ale, or 
rſues © other Liquors, or to ſubject the Makers, or Retailers of 
t to © the ſaid Liquor called Punch, to take out Licences from 
liged © the Commiſſioners of Exciſe, as herein before directed for 
nnot * Retailers of Spirituous Liquors, or Strong Waters. Pro- 
d an © vided the ſaid Liquor called Punch, fo to be retailed and 
order © conſumed as aforeſaid, be made or mixed with two third 
crore | © Parts Water at the leaſt; in the Preſence of the Buyer, 
blige © and that the Spirit with which the ſaid Liquor is to be 
elty ; made, be not ſold, or retailed, in a leſs Quantity than one 
s lay * Pint, or at a leſs Price than after the Rate of 5 s. per 
Time | « Gallon ; and all and every Perſon, or Perſons, acting con- 
| tell * trary hereto, ſhall forfeit the Sum of 5 1. for every Of- 
as to © fence, one Moiety thereof to the Informer, or Proſecutor, 
1 Our | * that ſhall inform or proſecute for the ſame, the other 
from © Moiety to his Majeſty, his Heirs and Succeſſors: Arid the 
7, Proof that the ſame was fo mixed and fold at ſuch Price 
laid "as aforeſaid, ſhall lye on the Vender or Seller thereof, 
f the and not on the Informer or Proſecutor.” 
it We The Arguments in Favour of the ſaid Clauſe were as fol- 
That lows : | 
ot to Sir, 
11d be As the Complaint, which occaſioned the bringing in of 
t will this Bill was chiefly aim'd againſt the exceſſive Uſe of Home- 
f this | made Spirits among the common People, which proceeded 
{1 ful- entirely from the low Price, and from the Liberty many 
made | Perſons took to retail them without a Licence, I have always 
reſent been of Opinion, that the Evil complained of might have 
10t, 10 been cured, without laying on ſuch heavy Duties as will 
us in amount to a Prohibition of the Retail of all diſtilled Spiritu- 
id any | dus Liquors : However, as the Conſumption of Rum, when 
m the made into Punch, has never occaſioned the leaſt Complaint; 


-lauſe, | ad as that Comſumption is of very great Conſequence to 


ts Nation, I muſt beg Leave to offer a few Words in fa- 
Vour of the Clauſe propos'd. | 55 3 

I I believe, Sir, no Gentleman in this Houſe is ignorant 
of the preſent declining State of our Sugar: Colonies: Their 
Circumſtances have been of late ſo fully laid before Parlia- 
ment, and every Man who has a Regard tor his Fellow Sub- 
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Rt, or for the Good of his Country, muſt be ſenſibly touch- 
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Anno 9. Geo. Il, Prade enjoy A new, rich, and fertile Soil, which produces 


plentifully without great Labour or Expence. Their Rivals 


live almoſt quite free from Taxes, and without being at 


the Expence of making any Preſents to their Governors, or 


even of maintaining and repairing their own Forts and Gar. 
Tiſons ; while They are heavily loaded with Taxes upon Ex- 
ports as well as Imports, and obliged to pay large Salaries 
to their Governors, and to maintain and repair their own 
Fortifications : Their Rivals have a Liberty of exporting 
their Sugars directly to any Market in Europe, while They 
remain under a Neceſſity of landing every Ounce in Britain, 
and are thereby obliged to pay double Freight, double Com- 
miſſion, and a great many other unneceſſary Charges. Theſe 
Diſadvantages have already, I am afraid, made us loſe the 
Benefit of ſupplying any Foreign Market with Sugars ; and 
in ſuch Circumſtances can it be expected, that the Par- 
liament of Great Britain will, without any Neceflity, make 
a Regulation for taking from our Sugar-Colonies the only 
Market they have left ? | 

I muſt confeſs, Sir, I little expected to have ſeen, in 
this Seſſion of Parliament, any new Diſcouragement given 
to our Sugar-Colonies ; on the contrary, I expected to have 
ſeen the molt vigorous, and the beſt concerted Meaſures taken 


or relieving them from all the Diſadvantages they at preſent 
labour under; and for putting them, at leaſt, upon an equal 
Footing with their Rivals in the Sugar-Trade : Such Mes: 


ſures might have perhaps enabled us to regain the Benefit 
we have loſt, of ſupplying Foreign Markets with that Com- 
modity ; but if we diminiſh the Sale of their Sugars or their 
Rum in Great Britain, without enabling them to ſend it ic 
Foreign Markets, by removing the Diſadvantages they are 
now ſubjected to, their Rivals may be fo thoroughly eſtabliſt. 
ed in the Trade, that it will be impoſſible for us to regain it; 
nay, the very Iſlands where our Sugars are now produced 
may be abandoned ; and then inſtead of ſupplying Foreigners, 


it will be impoſſible for us to ſupply ourſelves, either with 


Sugars or Rum, which muſt of courſe be attended with an 
infinite Loſs to the Nation. 
Let us conſider, Sir, what vaſt Quantities of Manu- 
factures of all Kinds are yearly ſent from Great Britain to 
our ſeveral Sugar-Iſlands, and from thence we mult ſee how 


greatly the Value of our Exports muſt be diminiſhed. This 
of itſelf would be an infinite Loſs to the Nation; but then, 


if we could have no Sugars or Rum from thoſe Iſland: for 
ſupplying our Home-Conſumption, our Loſs would be re 
doubled ; for that Conſumption would then be ſupplied from 
the French Iflands : So that the Value of our Imports from 


Foreign Countries would be confiderably increaſed, 5 4 
| ; am 


5 | 


diminiſhed 3 and how this would affect our Balance of Trade, 


as well as our Manufactures here at Home, I leave every 


Gentleman to judge. 


© The Duties upon Sugars conſumed in Great Britain 


are ſaid to amount to near 1 30, ooo l. a Year, and as 
theſe Sugars pay but 3s. 6d. per hundred Weight, we 
muſt from thence conclude, that the Sugars comſumed year- 
ly in this Iſland muſt amount to above 709,000 hundred 
Weight ; ſo that if we were obliged to purchaſe from France 
all the Sugars neceſſary for our Home-Conſumption at the 
Rate of 6d. per Pound, which would probably be the Cate, 
that Conſumption only would carry yearly out of this K1ng- 
dom near two Millions Sterling : To this let us add the Mo- 
ney that muſt neceſſarily be carried out of the Nation 
yearly for Rum; and the vaſt Sums that mutt yearly be car- 


ried out of Ireland, and our Northern Colonies, for the Su- 
gars and Rum they ſtand in need of; and from theſe two 
Conſiderations only, we muſt, I think, conclude, that by 


the Loſs of the Sugar-Trade only, the Balance of Trade 
would be entirely turned againſt us. Then let us conlt- 
der what vaſt Nuinbers of our People are now employed, at 
Home and Abroad, in the Production and Manufacture of 


our Sugars 3 what vaſt Numbers of our Manufacturers of all 


Kinds are concern'd in providing Neceſlaries and Utenſils 
tor them; and what a Number of our Seamen are yearly 


fame Time that the Value of our Exports would be greatly 
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employed in tranſporting our Sugars and Rum to Great 


Britain ; and from thence we may ſee how greatly the Num- 
ber of our People, eſpecially our Seamen, muſt be diminiſh- 
ed, and conſequently how conſiderably the Power, and Naval 
Force, af this Nation muſt be reduced by the Loſs of the 


dupar-Trade : But what is Kill of worſe Conſequence, and 


beg of Gentlemen to conſider it, all the Riches, all the 
Power, and all the Naval Force we may in this Cale loſe, 


muſt neceſſarily be added to that Kingdom from which we 


muſt always have the moſt to ſear. 

* Having now, Sir, repreſented to you the fatal Conſe- 
quences, with which the Loſs of the Sugar-Trade muſt be 
attended, I ſhall next conſider how that Trade may be af- 
ſected by the Bill before us. I believe it will be granted, 
every Man who underſtands any Thing of our Sugar- 
lantations, that conſidering the Diſadvantages they lie un- 
er at preſent, it would be impoſſible for them to carry or. 


tie Trade, or to produce any Sugars, if they had not a 
ready Sale for their Rum at the Price it now bears; therefore 


every Thing, that tends towards leſſening that Price, muſt be 
a Step towards the Ruin of our Sugar-Trade. Now if the 
onſumption of any Commodity be leſſened, the Quantity 
Dd z | brought 
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brought to Market muſt be leſſened, or the Price will ſink 


of Conrſe; and as the Conſumption of Rum will certainly 
be very much diminiſhed by this Bill as it now flands, we 
muſt conclude that our Sugar-Planters cannot have a ready 
Sale for their Rum at the Price it now bears, if they con- 
inue to produce as much as they do at preſent : And we 
alſo know, that our Sugar-I{lands are not fit for producing 
any Thing that can turn to Account but Sugars and Rum; 
ſo that if we put it out of their Power to get a Sale for 
them, at ſuch a Price as they may ſubſiſt by, a great Num. 
ber of them muſt neceſſarily leave our IIlands and ſettle a- 
mong the French in Hiſpaniola or St Lucia, where there is 
Ground ſufficient for them all, and where they will without 
Doubt meet with Encouragement. The few Sugar-Plantets 
left upon our own Ifſlands may then, perhaps, get a profitable 
Piice for the Sugar and Rum they produce, becauſe we ſhall 
certainly endeavour, by Prohibitions and high Duties, to 
prevent the Importation of foreign Sugars, Rum or Brandy; 
but we cannot in ſuch Caſe propoſe to ſell any at a foreign 
Market: And even with reſpect to our Home-Conſumption, 
we know how impoſlible it is to prevent the Importation, or 
Conſumption, of any foreign Commodity, when there is 1 
great Advantage to be got by running it upon us. 


* We know, Sir, that in none but our own Markets our 


Sugar-Planters can fell any great Quantity of their Rum 
they produce, which is at preſent equal in Value to one 4:1 
Part of all their other Products: If then by the Pill now 
before us, we diminiſh by one half the preſent Conſumption 
of Rum, as our Sugar-Planters can diſpoſe of it no where 
elſe, it is abſolutely rendering uſeleſs to them one Sth Part 
of their whole Produce, which is above twelve per Cert. 


and, I am afraid, is more than any one of our Sugar-Plat- 
ters can make clear Profit to himſelf. From hence, Sir, 


we may ſee how dangerous it is, to lay ſuch a Reſtraint upon 
the Conſumption of Rum as is propoſed by this Bill: Vet 
this Reſtraint, dangerous as it is, I ſhould have readily a- 

reed to, if the Conſumption of Rum, either by it{cit or 
in Punch, had ever given Occaſion to any of the Els no 


complained of, or even if we could hope thereby to fcndet 


cur People at home more ſober, frugal, or induſtrious; be- 
cauſe, in either Caſe, I ſhould have at the ſame Time pfo- 
poſed the freeing of our Sugar-Planters from all Quit rente 
and Taxes, from all Salaries or Preſents to Governors, and 
even from all Expence of maintaining and repalring their 
on Fortifications ; and at the ſame Time I would have 
been for giving them Liberty to export their Sugars and Rum 


dire&tly to any Market in the whole World: But neither of 


thele is the Caſe at preſent ; for the inferior People 115 
| ve 
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have made, nor can make an exceſſive Uſe of Rum: It is 
never uſed, either by itſelf, or when made into Punch, but 
by the better Sort; and by taking from them Punch, we 
ſhall only throw them into the Way of drinking Wine, 
which will be a greater Expence to them, and to the Nation. 

But, Sir, it is not the Conſumption of Rum only, that 
will be diminiſhed by prohibiting the Retail of Punch, the 
Conſumption of Sugar likewiſe will be greatly diminiſhed ; 
for tho' People may ſtill make uſe of Punch at their own 
Houſes, we . that our People do not much like Enter- 
tainments at one another's Houſes : From that Spirit of Li- 
berty ſo natural to them, and which I hope no Miniſter 
ſhall ever be able to root out, they like to be at a Publick- 
Houſe upon an equal Footing and a fair Club ; and therefore 


we cannot ſuppoſe that the Conſumption at their own Houſes 


will amount to near the Quantity formerly conſumed. We 
are driving the People from the. Uſe of a Liquor almoſt 
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wholly produced by the Induſtry of our own Subjects, to the 


Uſe of a Liquor produced by Foreigners, with whom we 
have not, I believe, all the Reaſon in the World to be per- 
fecty well ſatisfied. | | 

*T ſhould have been glad, Sir, to have ſeen this Bill ſo 
framed as to have left our People the free Uſe of Rum; 
but as the Houſe ſeems to be of Opinion that this would 
open a Way for evading the Act; and as the Clauſe is drawn 
up in ſuch a Manner, as to prevent its being poſſible to draw 
from it any Method of evading the Law ; or putting it in 
the Power of the common People to make an exceſſive Uſe 
of Punch; and as no bad Conſequence can accrue from per- 
mitting the Uſe of it among the better Sort, J hope the 

ouſe will agree to it. 185 3 | 

oY this it was anſwer'd by the Advocates for the Bill, as 
0110ws :* 55 | 

Sir, 

Although the Complaints, which occaſioned the bringing 
mof the Bill now before us, were chiefly aimed againſt the 


Arguments againſt 
that Clauſe; 


txceſſive Uſe of Home-made Spirits among the common _ 


People, yet I believe it will be granted, that the Ule even 


of Punch, has of late Years become too exceſſive. It is 


nell known how conſiderably the Number of our Punch- 


Ouſes have increaſed within theſe few Years, and how much 


tley have been frequented by Perſons of all Degrees, eſpe- 


ily ſince the Method of retailing Punch in ſo {mall Quan- _ 


tities has begun to be practiſed: This we may be aſſured 
al from the Numbers of Advertiſements relating to ſuch 
oules, which have daily appeared in our News-Papers for 

Wo or three Years paſt ; and as every ſuch Houle is a 
emptation thrown in the Way of our People for idling 

| away 
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y abſolutely neceſſary to remove them out of the Way, or at 

leaſt to leſſen the Number of them as much as we can 

J do not, Sir, in the leaſt queſtion but this Evil was fore- 

ſeen ſeveral Years ago; but, among the many Advantage; 

we enjoy by the Nature of our Conſtitution, we are ex. 

poſed to this Inconvenience, that it is ſeldom practicable 

to prevent an Evil, till it becomes ſo apparent as to be felt 

almoſt by every Man in the Kingdom; and in the preſent 

Cafe, though the Evils now complained of were foreſeen 2 

dozen Years fince, yet it is certain that no Propoſition for 
preventing them would then have met with any Reception; 

on the contrary, if any ſuch had then been offered, I 

believe whoever ſhould have propoſed it, would have been 

looked on as a Madman : Yet I am convinced it will now 
be granted, that the paſſing ſuch a Bill would have been of 
great Service to the Nation; and the Objection of turning 

a Number of People out of their Way of ſubſiſting their 
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Families, would not then have been ſo firong as it is at p. Eibe 
ſent. This is the Caſe of every general Nuſance, which al. » 7g 
ways contributes to the Advantage of ſome particular Per- Guced, 
ſons, who will oppoſe its Removal as long as they can, 1. Get 
but when it comes to be ſenſibly felt, they muſt then fub- North, 
mit; and the Advantage or Convenience of particular Per. when th 
ſons is not to be regarded. Freach 
© I am ſenſible, Sir, of the preſent bad Circumſtances of ſited. 
our Supar- Colonies, and as deſirous to have the Hardthips p 1 
they complain of removed, as any Gentleman can be; and unch, 
therefore I ſhall readily concur with any Meaſures for their . of 
Relief, that do not tend to the Ruin of their Mother Coun- 1 
try: But for the Sake of encouraging the Sale of their Rum mam, 
or Sugars, I cannot ſubmit to the Continuance of an Enor- + * 
mity, which will evidently tend to deſtroy the Health and = l 
Morals of the People of Great Britain. For this Reaſon I | hs. 
am againſt making any Exceptions to the Bill now betore Metz 
us: The Diſeaſe we are now fully ſenſible of, the Remedy 8 
we have in our Hands, do not let us mix that Remedy up þ 26 
with any Palliative which may leſſen, perhaps entirely pre- I. 
vent its Effect. We may find many Methods for giving out — 
Sugar-Colonies a full Compenſation for the Diſadvantage 8 
they may be ſubjected to by this Bill ; but that cannot be nds 
granted by the Bill now before us, it is a Subject of a quite | 2 
different Nature, and will therefore require a ſeparate Bill. benera 
This we may not perhaps be able to accompliſh in the pre- mul 
ſent Seſſion, but their Caſe may be fully examined into be. 6 
fore the next, and a proper Relief be granted, and in the wa 
mean Time their Loſs cannot be very conſiderable. eren 
G-Sh 
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I ſhall not, Sir, diſpute the Conſequence of our Sugar- 
Hands to this Kingdom, or its being a Loſs to them to leſſen 
the Conſumption of their Rum in Great Britain; but I am 
convinced they might ſell their Rum cheaper, and yet have 
à conſiderable Profit. If they ſhould lower the Price of 
their Rum but a very little, they might find a Vent for it 
in many other Places, a Vent, which would be more than 
ſaficient for anſwering the ſmall Diminution, that may by 
thiz Law be occaſioned in the Conſumption of it in Great 
Britain ; and that Foreign Vent, would be more to the Ad- 
rantage of their native Country than ſelling the ſame Quan- 
tity at double the Price to be conſumed in this Iſland. It is 
therefore againſt the general Intereſt of this Country, to en- 
courage the Home-Conſumption ſo much, as to enable our 
Planters to ſell all they can make at a high Price in Great 
Britain ; and on the other Hand it is our Duty to take all 


poſible Meaſures for enabling them to fell it at a cheap Rate 


to Foreigners; for if the Price of Rum could be fo much re- 
daced, as that it might be purchaſed cheaper than Brandy 
or Geneva, vaſt Quantities of it would be conſumed in 
North America, in Africa, and in the Countries bordering 
upon the Baltick ; and even at Home the Conſumption of 


French and Flemiſh Bcandies would be very much dimi- 
uſhed, | 


do not know, Sir, but by prohibiting the Retail of 


Punch, ſome ſmall Addition may be made to our Conſump- 
uon of Wines; but then it will be with reſpe& to Port 
Wines only; and as our Trade with Portugal is, in the 


main, a very profitable Trade, it is our Intereſt to encourage 
It as much as we can: However, I rather think moſt of 


thoſe who uſed to drink Punch, will drink Fine Ale and 
dong Beer, or thoſe Home-made Wines which we. call 
dweets ; and it is as much the Intereſt of the Nation to en- 
courage the Conſumption of theſe Liquors, as that of any 


| ther. By increaſing the Conſumption of Fine Ale and 
trong Beer, we ſhall encourage the Tillage of our Lands in 


breat Britain; and by increaſing the Conſumption of Home- 
Wide Wines, we ſhall encourage the Trade of our Sugar- 
lands, becauſe in the making ſuch there are great Quan- 


ities of Sugar uſed ; ſo that if they ſhould become of as 


beneral. Uſe as Punch is at preſent, our Demand for Sugars 

mul neceſſarily be increaſed. | — — 
Jo conclude, Sir, if you exempt Punch from the Du- 
les to be impoſed by this Bill, you will render it altogether 
neftetual ; for under the Name of the Liquor exempted, 
"ery Sort of Spirituous Liquor will be retailed : Our Bran- 
Shops and our Gin-Shops will then be all turned into 
tuch-Shops, our People will be as much debauched, and 
our 
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For this Reaſon, Sir, I am for making an Experiment, at 

| leaſt, for one Year, of the Bill as it ſtands at preſent : As it 

is a very extraordinary Regulation, we ſhall probably in next 

Seſſion have Occaſion to make ſome Alterations : By that 


Effect it may be like to have upon our Sugar-Colonies. In 
the mean Time the Prohibition cannot be attended with any 


ding the Clauſe which the honourable Gentleman has pro- 
| „„ | | 
Farther Arzuments To this it was replied by the Members, who were for the 
Claute, Clauſe : 
= 

When the honourable Gentleman [Sir Fojeph Jekyll} 
was pleaſed to find Fault with the great Number of our 
Punch-Houſes, I with he had added Taverns and Alehouſes, 
for I am convinced the great Number of the latter is as ſen- 
ſible a Grievance as the former ; and have contrived more 


unbounded Liberty ſo many Years given to ſetting up Publick 
Houſes of all Kinds, proceeds from an Error in Politicks, 
by which it was the Intereſt of thoſe to multiply ſuch Hou- 
ſes, who only had the Power to prevent their Increaſe 1his, 


of Entertainment ſet up in every Part of this Kingdom; and 
the Power of thoſe, to whom we had given an Intereſt in 


for any Gentleman to propoſe a Remedy. Not withilanding 
the terrible Outcry, that was univerſally raiſed againſt the ex- 
ceſſive Uſe of Spirituous Liquors amongſt the Common Pec- 
ple, I doubt much if we could have applied any effectual Re- 
medy, unleſs ſome Perſons had found it their Intereit to agre? 
to 1t. | 25 
our Punch-Houſes is too great; but there is a great Ville 
rence between too great a Number, and none at all: By the 
Propoſition now made, the Retailing of Punch will be con- 
fined to Houſes where other ſtrong Liquors are by Licence te 
be ſold, which will of Courſe very much diminiſh the Num- 
ber of our Punch-Houſes ; and where Men are allowed 10 
drink any other Sort of ſtrong Liquor, I can ſee no Reaſon 
why they may not be allowed to drink Punch, for J am per 
ſuaded it is as wholeſome a Liquor as can be found at ſuch 


many Years ſince, for preventing our People from ſupporting 
their Families by the Retail of Spirituons Liquors: 1 am cob 


Time we ſhall ſee what Effect the diminiſhing the Retail of: 
Punch will have upon our People; we ſhall likewiſe ſee what 


extraordinary bad Effect, and therefore I ſhall be againſt ad. 


Temptations for People to loiter away their Time: But the 


Sir, is the true Cauſe of that prodigious Number of Houies I 


ſuch Houſes, has been ſo confiderable, that it was in vain | 


I ſhall readily agree, Sir, that the preſent Number of 


Houſes. TI wiſh, Sir, that effectual Methods had been taken, 
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vinced, that thereby the Labour and Induſtry of all our Peo- 
ple has been very much diminiſhed, and therefore I wiſh 
ſome effectual Reſtraints had been laid upon thoſe, who have 
Though the publick 
Good certainly requires an immediate Reſtraint upon the ex- 
ceſlive Uſe of Spirituous Liquors, yet I cannot think that a 
Prohibition of ſelling any ſuch Liquors by Retail, eſpecially 
when they are rectified by Water, or made into Punch, can 
be abſolutely neceſſary : Nay, if ſuch a Prohibition were 
neceſſary, my Concern for the Numbers of People who now 
live by that Retail is ſuch, that I ſhould rather be for intro- 
ducing the Prohibition by Degrees ; by which Method a ge- 
neral Diſtreſs would be prevented; becauſe ſome would die 
in the mean Time, and the reſt would have Time to provide 
a Livelihood in ſome other Way. „ Xs 
This Bill would, I believe, have met with very little 
Succeſs, if it had not been ſupported by another Propoſition 
which is now made Part of it. I ſhall admit, Sir, that 
tioſe who find a private Intereſt in any publick Nuſance, 
generally endeavour to oppoſe its Removal, even although 
they are fully ſenſible that their Country muſt be rumed by 
its Continuance. Of ſuch Men, I am afraid we hive too 
many in this Kingdom, but I hope not one in this Houſe. 
With reſpe& to our Sugar-Colonies, Sir, I am ſurpriſed 
to hear ſuch Reaſoning upon that Subject. They may pro- 
bably be ruined by prohibiting the Retail of their Rum in 


Great Britain; but Gentlemen ſay, we may give them a full 


Compenſation the next Seſſion; which to me ſeems the ſame 
as if J ſhould ſay to a Man, I muſt now knock your Brains 
out, but next Year I'll do ſomething to bring you to Life 
again: For God's Sake, Sir, let us conſider the unfortunate 
Caſe of many of our Sugar-Iſlands, whoſe whole Subſiſtence 
depends upon the Sale of that Moiety of their Rum, which 
we are by this Bill to deprive them of: The Produce 
of their whole preſent Crop of Sugars, and the other Moi- 
ety of their Rum, may be neceſſary for defray ing the Charge 
of their next Year's Crop; and if we diſappoigt them in the 
dale of what they deſigned for ſubſiſting their amilies, they 
mult break in upon the Stock neceſſary for producing another 
Crop; by which Means every Sugar-Planter, who is not be- 
forehand with the World, muſt neceſſarily be undone : This 


Lam perſuaded will be the Caſe of moſt of our ſmall Plan- 


ters, and in them we know the Strength of our Sugar-Iſlands 
conſiſts ; tho? the Regulations we are next Year to make may 
© a Compenſation to thoſe who can ſtand the Shock. 

here is no Pretence for ſaying that the Uſe of Rum when 
made into Punch, for one Year longer, will deſtroy the 
Health or Morals of the People of Great Britain, therefore 
Vor. IV. E e why 
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Anno 2. Ceo. Il. why ſhould we do an Injury to our Sugar-Planters, till we 
— are ready to grant them a proper Redreſs ? Why ſhould we 


prevent the Sale of their Rum in Great Britain, *till we have 
made ſuch Regulations as may enable them to ſell it to Ag. 
vantage at ſome other Market? 
© We are told, Sir, that our Sugar-Planters might ſell 
their Rum much cheaper, and yet have a conſiderable yearly 
Profit from their ſeveral Plantations ; but I wiſh that for: 
of Reaſoning had been founded upon Facts known to the 
Houle ; for I believe, if we were to examine our Sugar- 
Planters, they would give us ſtrong Reaſons for convincin 
us, that in their preſent Circumſtances it is impoſlible to fell 
their Sugars or Rum cheaper. We all know how dear living 
it is in our Sugar-Iflands, what Taxes they pay, and what 
monſrous Prices they give for their Slaves, and for every 
Thing elſe neceſſary for the Production of Sugars : We like. 
wiſe know at what a cheap Rate both Sugars and Rum are 
ſold upon the Spot where they are produced, and if we com- 
are the Expence and the Profits together, the Impoſſibility 
of ſelling cheaper will fully appear. It certainly would be 
an Advantage to the Nation, to enable our Sugar-Planters to 
{ell their Rum at foreign Markets rather than in Great Bri- 
ain ; but it is not the Price the poor Planters fell it at, which 
prevents its being fold in foreign Markets; it is the wiſe 
Regulations we have made here at home ; for we ſeem to 
have taken Care to prevent its being in their Power to dil 
poſe of their Rum at any foreign Market: In the fil 
Place, their Rum mult be all landed in Great Britain, before 
it can be carried to any foreign Market in Europe; io 
that it muſt be charged with double Freight and double 
Commiſſion, beſides Porterage, Wharfage, and ſeveral otic: 
{mall Items upon the Importation and Exportation, all which. 
upon ſuch a cheap and ſnch a bulky Commodity, mult 2. 
mount to more than the Value of the prime Coſt : And in 
the next Place we know that, in order to make Rum pal 
table, it muſt be kept in a good Cellar for ſeveral Yeats; 
now there are but few of our Planters can ſpare to keep 
their Rum by them, nor would it be proper to keep it in 
thoſe hot Climates ; and yet by obliging our Merchants at 
home to pay the high Duties upon it ſoon after its landing, 
we render it impoſſible for moſt of them to keep it till it 13 
fit for any Market ; or if ſome of them do, the Intereſt of 
the Duties upon it at home riſes ſo high, that it becomes 
impoſſible to fell it to Advantage at any foreign Market. 
Both theſe Diſadvantages might be very eaſily removed; 
and when this is done we may perhaps make free with ov! 
Home-Conſamption of that Liquor; but 'till then I am 


convinced, the putting a Stop to our Home- Conſump- 


n 


tion, will be running the Riſk of ruining intirely our Sugar- Annog Geo. 11. 


Colonies. | 


It is ſaid, Sir, that upon our prohibiting the Retail of 
Punch, our People will fall naturally into the drinking of 
Fine Ale, Strong Beer, and Home-made Wines. I with it 
may be ſo ; and I am convinced the putting a Stop to the 
Uſe of Spirituous Liquors, will increaſe the Conſumption of 
Beer and Ale, tho' this has been denied, or at leaſt much 
doubted of, by the ſame Gentlemen in a former Debate on 
this Bill; but as for moſt of our Punch-Drinkers, they 
are generally the better Sort of our People, and moſt of 
them will fall into the drinking of foreign Wines, which 
Conſumption will not be confined to the Wines of Portugal 
only ; for the Spaniſh and Italian Wines will certainly come 
in for a Share, as well as French Clarets. As for our 


Home-made Wines, the Ulſe of them will never become ſo 


general as the Uſe of Punch ; and unleſs this happens to 
be the Caſe, our Sugar-Colonies will ſuffer in the Conſump- 
tion of their Sugars as well as their Rum. 


© I will allow that by prohibiting the Retail of Punch, 


ſome little Addition will be made to the Conſumption of our 
Home-made Wines ; but I am convinced the chief Addition 


will be to the foreign Wines, which muſt neceſſarily be a a 
great Diſadvantage to the Nation, tho' it will be a double 
Advantage to the Civil Liſt ; for that Revenue will be con- 


ſiderably increaſed by the great Number of new Wine-Li- 
cences, that will of Courſe be taken out, every Shilling of the 
Duties upon which belongs to the Civil Liſt ; and it will 
beſides get a great deal more by the Conſumption of Wine, 


than it could have ever got by the Conſumption of Rum 


made into Punch ; for as one Bottle of good Rum made 
into Punch, will go as far as four Bottles of Wine; and as 


| the Civil Liſt gets at leaſt 16 d. by the Conſumption of four 
— Bottles of Wine, and but 9 d. or 10 d. at moſt by one Bot- 


tle of Rum made into Punch, the Civil Liſt will be a 
double Gainer by this Change of Liquors. Tis true, a con- 
ſiderable Addition has always been made by Adulteration to 
foreign Wines after they are imported, ſo that we cannot 
ſuppoſe the Civil Liſt will get 4d. by every Bottle hereafter 
to be conſumed : But then if the drinking of Punch be con- 
tinued, we cannot reckon that the Civil Lift could get 9 d. 
or 10 d. by every Bottle of Rum made ule of, becauſe great 


Quantities of Punch have always been made of Rum run in 


Without paying Duty ; and the Quantity of Punch, made 
from ſuch Liquors, will always be at leaſt equal to the Quan- 


tity added by our Wine-Coopers to foreign Wines after 


Importation. 
Be 2 The 


1730. 
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The Clauſe off: d 
for excepting Punch 
ou? of the Bill re- 
lating to Spicjtuous 
Liquors is rejected. 
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© The Clauſe now offered is, in my Opinion, Sir, drawn 
up ſo cautiouſly, that it is impoſũble to make any Handle 
of it for evading the Law. The Punch, to be retailed by 
this Clauſe, muſt be mixed with two third Parts Water at 
leaft, in the Preſence of the Buyer, and muſt not be retailed 
in a leſs Quantity than one Pint, or at a leſs Price than af. 
ter the Rate of 5s. per Gallon: It will therefore be im- 
poſſible to ſell any ſpirituous Liquor under the Name of 
Punch, unleſs it be mixed with two third Parts Water; and 
the not allowing it to be ſold at a leſs Price than 5 s. per 


. Gallon, or in a leſs Quantity than one Pint, will prevent 


Tippling as much as poſſible. To pretend that the Frauds 


cannot be diſcovered, becauſe the Drinkers will always be 
Parties to the Evaſion, is an Objection that will hold equal- 


ly ſtrong againſt every Clauſe in the Bill; for the Drinkers 


muſt be Parties to every Fraud that can be committed, and 


yet it is to be preſumed, that they will generally be the In- 
formers: Nay, even with Reſpect to the retailing of Gin, 
it may ſafely be ſold and drank in a private Corner, with— 
out any Danger of Diſcovery, unleſs the Drinkers them- 
ſelves become Informers. 
The Bill now before us may indeed, Sir, very properly 
be called an Experiment: It is, I believe, one of the boldelt 
Experiments in Politicks that was ever made in a free Coun- 
try ; and ſeems as if intended to try the Submiſſion and Obe- 
dience of our People: Even, tho' the Clauſe now propoſed 
be added, like Saul, it will ruin its Thouſands ; but if this 
Clauſe be not added, like David, it will ruin its ten Thou- 
ſands; and if by this Bill our Sugar-Trade ſhould be de- 
ſtroyed, it will ruin the whole Nation at laſt. J truly, Sir, 
make no Queſtion, but that the Bill will be found to ſtand 
in need of ſome Amendments in the very next Seſſion; I do 
not know but a great Part of it may then be repealed ; but 
as for that Part of it which relates to the Civil-Liſt, I doubt 


much if it will ever be in our Power to get it repealed : I am 
convinced, that before next Seſſion it will be found neceſſary 


to alter the whole Scheme of this Bill, and to contrive ſome 
new Method for preventing the exceſſive Uſe of Spirituous 
Liquors among our common People ; but in the mean time 
Thouſands of our People abroad and at home will be utterly 
undone : And as ſuch Perſons cannot be recovered, nor re- 
ceive any Benefit, by thoſe Alterations we may then think 


proper to make, I am for preventing the ſpreading of this 
Deſolation as much as poſſible, and therefore am for adding 


the Clauſe now propoſed.” 

The Queſtion was then put, Whether the above Claule be 
added to the Bill; which paſs'd in the Negative, by 203 to 
98. And then the Bill was ordered to be engrols'd. 2 
. : ori- 
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ri! 20. The Bill relating to Spirituous Liquors was read 
i third Time, and paſs'd without a Diviſion; and Sir Charles 
Turner was ordered to carry it up to the Lords. 

April 21. The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee up- 
m the Quakers Bill, when great Alterations were made to 
wery Clauſe ; and it was propoſed to leave to every Perſon 
ntitled to T'ythes, an Option to ſue for the Recovery of 
them, either before the Juſtices of the Peace, as directed by 


fer-Hall : But as this ſeemed to be inconſiſtent with the Pre- 
mble of the Bill, and with the Intention of the whole, it 
x ſtrenuouſly oppoſed ; and upon the Queſtion's being put, 
itwas upon a Diviſion carried in the Negative by 202 to 96. 
pril 22. The Houſe proceeded on the Hearing of the Pe- 
tion complaining of an undue Election for the County of 
York, (on which Affair they had fat every Tueſday and 
Thurſday ſince the preſenting of the ſaid Petition, p. 147.) 
aid the Counſel for the Petitioner Sir Rowland Winn, ſum- 
ned up their Evidence; by which they alledged they had 
qualified ſeveral Perſons as not being aſſeſſed to the Pub- 
Ick Taxes, Church Rates, and Pariſh Duties; Others, as 
luring no Freehold in the Place where they ſwore that their 
Freehold did lie ; and of them ſeveral as having no Eſtate at 
l being Curates, Schoolmaſters, Pariſh-Clerks, Hoſpital- 
Men, Leaſeholders and Copyholders ; Others, as not having 
Freeholds of the Value of 40 s. per Annum; Others, as be- 


Mthin one Year before the Election; Others, as having 
ken influenced to vote by Threats ; Others, as having voted 
ce; One, as being an Alien ; and Others, whoſe Votes 
Weared upon the Poll, though there were no ſuch Perſons 
ither in the Place where they ſwore their Freeholds did lie, 
In the Places where they ſwore that their Abode was: 
Hereupon the farther Hearing of the Affair was adjourned 
, the 29th ; when it was farther adjourned to the 4th of 
a. | | 

pril 29. A Motion being made for an Addreſs of Con- 
Ntulation to the King, on Account of the Nuptials of the 


ls Royal Highneſs was married on the 27th, Mr Lyttleton 
#0 up, and ſpoke as follows: 
Mr Speaker, 


ell by other Gentlemen, on this happy and agreeable Occa- 


0 which nobody can be indifferent, I beg to be indulg'd in 
ew Words, to declare with how much Pleaſure J concur 


the Motion that has been made you: And indeed he _ 
e 


— 


ce of Wales with the Princeſs of Saxe-Gotha, to whom WII 


„Though I have nothing to add to what has been ſaid fo _ 


1; yet, as I think, that nobody ſhould be filent on a Point 
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The Bill relating 
to Spirituous Li- 
quors paſs'd, and 
{ent up to the 
Lords 


Farther Debate on 
the Quaker's Bull. 


(that Bill, or before any of his Majeſty's Courts in Weſtmin- 


Farther Proceed - 
ings on the York» 
ſhire Election, 


i Minors ; Others, as having purchaſed their Freeholds 


Motion for an Ad- 
dreſs to the King, 
on the Marriage of 
the Prince 4 
ales, | 


Mr Lyttleton's 
Speech on that 
Occaſion, 


ain 
Anno 32 1. be void of all Affection to the Safety, Peace, and LIibert 

his Country, who does not rejoice in the Increaſe of 05 

Royal Family, on the Support and Continuance of whic 

among us all thoſe Bleflings immediately depend. But, $i 

there is yet another Reaſon for our Joy on this Occaſion, 3 

Reaſon, which every Gentleman that hears me will allow u 

be a ſtrong one; I mean, a particular Regard to the Hy 

pineſs of the Prince, which can no more be ſeparated fro 

our Duty to his Majeſty, than the Intereſts, or Inclinationfi 

of fo good a Father from thoſe of ſo dutiful a Son. 

There may be ſomething in the Dignity of Perſon 

rais'd very high above the Rank of other Men, which might 

ſet them at, perhaps, too great a Diſtance from the Love of 
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their Inferiors ; and make us often participate no farther i ac 
| their Pleaſures, or their Pains, than Duty or Intereſt u k0 congre 
quires: But he, who in a Station thus exalted above te e great 
Wants and Miſeries of Mankind, can feel them with e atis 
Tenderneſs of an Equal, while he relieves them with the procal, 
Beneficence of a Superior; whoſe Heart is as open to the tions, ar 
Sentiments of Humanity and Benevolence, as his Mind to ies of t 
the Impreſſions of Truth and Juſtice ; ſuch a Prince, in A enen! 
the Incidents of Life, will find every body ſympathiſe wit Court, « 


himſelf ; his Grief will be a national Affliction, his Joy the 
Joy of a whole People. | - 
Dir, It is right and decent, and agreeable to our [ncli 
notions, to aſcribe every Thing that is done for the public 
| Good to the paternal Cares and Goodneſs of the King: But 
in this Inſtance it is peculiarly our Duty; for this is a Me 
rit which muſt belong to him alone: In this, none of hit 
Servants can have a Share: The moſt aſſuming Minitte 
could lay no claim to it; it is his own Act; to him we 9 
obliged for it, and to him our Acknowledgments are due 
He has heard the Wiſhes of bis People, who forefa tit 
Dangers they were expoſed to, if his Royal Highneſs, by 
marrying too late in Life, ſhould, according to the ordinary 
Courſe of Nature, leave an Heir to the Crown in u Mindy 
ty; a Minority, which is always a State of Weaknel, Di 
traction, and Oppreſſion; a Minority, the mol perniciou 
of all Governments, becauſe it is the Government of Mini 
ters. It was therefore the general Deſire of every 899% 
Engliſhman, that a Marriage ſo neceſſary to the Publick 
Mould no longer be delay'd ; and his Majeſty has graciouſly 
deen pleaſed to comply with that Deſire : He has emo! d 


. thoſe uneaſy Apprehenſions; and by ſtrengthening, and m "ple 
creaſing the Royal Family, has added a new Security to 0 Uping 
Happineſs, and, we may hope, entail'd it on our Poſterity. = f 

As our Thanks are due to him for the Marriage, def Wn 
are no leſs io for his Choice of a Daughter-in-Law 3 4 [ 6155 
| cel! I 


| i 23 3 
c in whom Piety and Virtue are hereditary Qualities : 
te eminent Merit of whoſe great Anceſtor in the Defence 


berty Oo! 
of th 


- r- f the Proteſtant Religion, which was then in Germany, as 
2 t now is in Great Britain, united to the Cauſe of publick 
low berty, has been ſo amply ſet forth by other Gentlemen, 
e Hin dcularly the honourable Perſon [ Mr Pulteney] who made 
ed fro this Motion, whoſe great Abilities are molt equal to this, or 
inatio 8") Subject, that nothing is left for me to add, but an ardent 


ih that the ſame Virtues may revive again with equal 
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Perl are, and happier Fortune, in her Poſterity. 1 | 
h might For all theſe Reaſons, for many more, more than the 
Love oc! of my Heart can now ſuggeſt to me, more than the 
rther 3 loquence of others can expreſs, we ought moſt joy fully 


v congratulate his Majeſty on an Event, which muſt give him 


reſt nt - ; 
. the preateſt Pleaſure, becauſe it does ſo to his People, for 


ove the 
„ich the 


ith the procal. Let us therefore join our Thanks to our Felicita- 
1 to the ons, and let our Unanimity in doing it, refute the Calum- 
\ſind es of thoſe, who dare to inſinuate out of Doors, that Gen- 


temen who ſometimes differ here from the Meaſures of the 
Court, differ at all from thoſe whom they oppoſe, I mean 
tie very Beſt of them, in fincere Attachment to the Govern- 
nent, and affectionate Regard for the Royal Family.“ 


in al 
iſe wit 


ur Incl Mr Lyttleton was ſeconded by Mr William Pitt, as follows: 
publick Mr Speaker, | 

g: But J am unable to offer any Thing that has not been 
2 Me by the honourable Perſons, who made you the Motion, 


e of hi” Manner much more ſuitable to the Dignity and Impor- 


the Satisfaction of neither can be perfect but when it is re- 


Mr Will. Pitt, 


Miniſte lance of this great Occaſion : But, Sir, as I am really af 
we arid with the Proſpect of the Bleſſings, to be derived to my 
are due Country from this ſo deſireable and ſo long deſired Mea- 
w chef", the Marriage of his Royal Highneſs the Prince of 


neſs, by 
ardinaryt 
\11nor14 
efs, Dis 


ales; I cannot forbear troubling you with a few Words 
v expreſs my Joy, and to mingle my humble Offering, in 
unhderable as it is, with this great Oblaticn of Thanks 
ud Congratulation to his Majeſty. 

How great ſoever the Joy of the Publick may be, and 


nic 

Mn great it certainly is, in receiving this Benefit from his 
ry good ly, it maſt be inferior to that high Satisfaction which 
Public himſelf enjoys in beſtowing it: And if I may be allowed 
aciouſ e ppoſe, that to a Royal Mind any thing can tranſcend 
mor dM": Pleaſure of gratifyipg the impatient Wiſhes of a Loyal 
and ny ax it can only be the paternal Delight of tenderly in- 
to our {li "ging the moſt dutiful Application, and moſt humble Re- 
terity. hett of a ſubmiſſive obedient Son. I mention, Sir, his 
re, they Royal Highneſs's having aſk'd a Marriage, becauſe ſome- 
a Prin ans is in Juſtice due to him, for having aſked what we are 


cel 


lrongly bound, by all the Ties of Duty and of Gratitude, 


do 
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to return his Majeſty our moſt humble Acknowledgmeny 
for having granted. 
The Marriage of a Prince of Wales, Sir, has at al 
Times, been a Matter of the higheit Importance to the 


Publick Welfare, to preſent and to future Generations; by 
at no Time has it been a more important, a more dear Con- 


fideration, than at this Day; if a Character at once amn. 
ble and reſpectable, can embelliſh and even dignify the ele 
vated Rank of a Prince of Wales. Were it not a Sort of 
Preſumption to follow ſo great a Perſon through his Hour 
of Retirement, to view him in the milder Light of dome. 
ſtick Life, we ſhould find him buſy'd in the noble Exercif 


of Humanity, Benevolence, and of every focial Virtue: 


But, Sir, how pleaſing, how caprivating ſoever ſuch a Scene 
may be, yet, as it 1s a private one, I fear I ſhould offend 


the Delicacy of that Virtue I ſo ardently deſire to do Jultice 
to; ſhould I offer it to the Conſideration of this Houſe: 
But, Sir, filial Duty to his Royal Parents, a generous Love 


for Liberty, and a juſt Reverence for the Britiſn Conſtitu- 


tion; theſe are publick Virtues, and cannot eſcape the Ap- 
plauſe and Benedictions of the Publick : They are Virtues, 
Sir, which render his Royal Highneſs not only a noble Or- 


nament, but a firm Support, if any could poſſibly be necel 
fary, of that 'Throne ſo greatly filled by his Royal Father. 


I have been led to fay thus much of his Royal Higl. 


neſs's Character, becauſe it is the Conſideration of that 
Character which, above all Things, enforces the Juſtice and | 


Goodneſs of his Majeſty in the Meaſure now before jou ; a 


Meaſure which the Nation thought could never come t00 
ſoon, becauſe it brings with it the Promiſe of an additional 


Strength to the Proteſtant Succeſſion in his Majeſty + Illi. 
ous and Royal Houſe : The Spirit of Liberty dictated thit 
Succeſſion, the ſame Spirit now rejoices in the Proſpect 6 


its being perpetuated to lateſt Poſterity : It rejoices in tue 


wiſe and happy Choice, which his Majeſty has been pleaſec o 
make of a Princeſs ſo amiably diſtinguiſhed in herſelf 0 
illuſtrious in the Merit of her Family; the Glory of whole 
great Anceſtor it is, to have ſacrificed himſelf to the noblelt 


Cauſe for which a Prince can draw his Sword, the Cauſe 01 


Liberty and the Proteſtant Religion. Such, Sit, is the 


Marriage, for which our moſt humble Acknowledgments * 8 
due to his Majeſty ; and may it afford the Comfort of beg 


the Royal Family (numerous, as I thank God it i“ til 


growing and riſing up in a third Generation; 2 Famih, 


Sir, which I moſt ſincerely wiſh may be as immortal as thoſe | 


Liberties, and that Conſtitution which it came to maintains 
and therefore I am heartily for the Motion.“ 165 
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After which the Motion was unanimouſſy agreed to, and 
a Committee was appointed to draw up an Addreſs accord- 
| in ly. 5 

| Al 22 30. A Motion being made for engroſſing the Qua- 
9 kers Bill, the ſame was ſtrenuouſſy oppoſed ; but the Que- 
2 ſtion being put, it was carried in the Affirmative by 160 


Cor- to bo. 
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nents 


by their Counſel, in relation to the Quakers Bill, they had 
been informed of ſeveral new Clauſes that had been inſerted 
in the ſaid Bill, which they conceived to be prejudicial to 
| the Rights of themſelves and the other Parochial Clergy ; and 
tue: 3 LED. - 
Wh: therefore praying to be heard by their Counſel, in relation 
fend to the ſaid new Clauſes, before they received the final Aſſent 
of that Houſe. | | | 
This Petition was ordered to lie upon the Table, and then 
the Bill was read the third Time, when ſeveral new 
Amendments were made to it; and a Motion being made, 
That the Bill do paſs, the ſame was oppoſed by Mr Talbot 
(of Wilts) Mr Maiſter [ of Cirenceſter} Sir William Carew, 
and others, who urg d, That beſides the many material 
Reaſons which had been given againſt paſling the Bill, there 
was one relating to Form, which was unanſwerable; for the 
Bill, which was firſt brought in, had been ſo thoroughly and 
ſo entirely alter'd in the Committee, that it could not now 
be looked on as the ſame Bill; even the very Title of it had 
been entirely altered in the Committee, and that Bill which 
was before called, 4 Bill to enlarge, amend, and render more 
efetual the Laws then in being, c. was upon the third 


uſtice 
"uſe: 
Love 
[titu- 


"a Reading to be called, 4 Bill for the more eaſy Recovery of 
"ah Irthes, Church Rates, and other Eccleſiaſtical Dues from the 


ect el People called Quakers ; which they could not but take to be 
n ths a very improper Title, for in their Opinion it ought to be 
ſed to called, 4 Bil] for preventing the Recovery of Tythes, or any 
If, fo Ecclefiaftical Dues, from the People called Qualers. That by 
whole the Bill as it was at firſt brought in, the Juriſdiction of the 
zovlel Juſtices of Peace was to have been confined to 'T'ythes of a 
uſe of certain Value, which was certainly deſigned to be Tythes of 
s the a mall Value; the Juſtices were to order and direct the Pay- 
> de dent, fo as the Sum ordered did not exceed“ * * ; but the 
ſecing emmittee, by the Bill they had drawn up, which was then 
) ful read to them, - had given the Juſtices an unlimited Juriſdiction 
amih, Where the Title was not in Queſtion. That this was a Power 
thoſe Which they thought no Committee upon a Bill could take ; 
atain 3 they might perhaps have filled up the Blank with any Sum 
they pleaſed ; they might have filled it up with ſuch a large 


Alcet dum as would have in Effect been the ſame with granting the 
You, IV. 1 juſtices 
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May 3: A Petition of the Clergy of Surrey was preſented patter Debate 4 
to the Houſe, ſetting forth, That ſince they had been heard * Qkers Bil. 


Mr Talbot. 
Mr Maiſter. 
Sir WW i, Carew. 
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on was then thought neceſſary, the only Method they could 


they might be aggrieved by any Thing in the new Bill, would 
then before them ſhould become an uſual Practice; for no 


would be too late for him to apply.“ 


Mr Glanville, 
Mr Aicher. 
Ms Bampden, - 


granting the Juſtices an unlimited juriſdiction, they could lee 
no Reaſon why the Committee might not do directly and in 


Sir John st Aubin. 


ae 
Juſtices an unlimited Juriſdiction: But they could not grant 
a general and unlimited Juriſdiction by a Bill which, when it 
came before them, was a Bill for granting a particular and 
confined Juriſdiction; and if the granting of ſuch a Jurildicti. 


take, according to the eſtabliſhed Forms of that Houſe, was 
to order the Bill then before them to be withdrawn, and a 
new Bill to be brought in ; in which Caſe, thoſe who thought 


have an Opportunity of being heard againft it, which no Man 
could ever have, if the Method obſerved in paſſing the, Bill 


Man could know whether he was to be injured by a Bill or 
not, till after it had paſſed thio' the Committee, and then it 

To this it was anſwered by Mr Glanville, Mr Archer, and 
Mr Hampden, *© That the Bill then before them was in Et- 
fect the very ſame with the Bill firſt brought in; many of 
the Clauſes had, indeed, been altered and amended, but the 
general Scope and Intention of the Bill was the very ſame ; 
and they did not think the Committee had taken any Li— 
berties with the Bill but what were uſual, and ſuch as they 
were fully intitled to take ; for the Reaſon of their granting 
an unlimited Power to Juſtices of Peace with reſpect to the 
Value of the Tyvthe, was becauſe, upon mature Conlidera- | 
tion, they found, that all Actions and Suits for Tythes, where 
the Title was not controverted, were for {mall Sums, for 
Sums much ſmaller than any Sum that was ever intended to 
be filled up in that Blank; and ſince it was acknowledged, 
that the Committee might have filled up the Blank with ſuch 
a large Sum, as would have in effect been the ſame with 


expreſs Terms, that which they might certainly have done in 
a hidden or indirect Manner.” nnd 
Hereupon Sir John St Aubin Rood up, and ſpoke as fol- 
lows: | | | 
Mr Speaker, 
* I think that a Bill of this Conſequence, which affects ſo 
large a Property, ſhould undergo the wiſeſt Scrutiny of 
thoſe regular Forms, which have hitherto circumſcribed our 
Proceedings, and guarded our Conſtitution from any ſudden 
and diſguis'd Attacks: But this Bill, faulty as it was at rt, 
after two Readings in the Houſe and Counſel had been {0- 
lemnly heard againſt it, went avowedly into the Committee 
to be almoſt intirely alter'd : A new Bill, for ſo 1 may jalty 
call this, ariſes out of the Aſhes of the old One, with tue 


fame fallacious Title indeed, and leſs formidable than befole: 
Howevel, 


„ 


in it, and againſt thoſe, the Parties who are aggrieved, are 
deprived of an Opportunity of a freſh Defence. I hope 
therefore, that the learned Gentleman, who could not have 
been ſo defective in his firſt Enterprize, if new Inconvenien- 
cies were not perpetually to be encountered in the Alteration 


draw his Scheme for the preſent, take 'Time to conſider a- 

freſh, and not hurry a Bill, thus defeCtive in Form and but 

half underſtood, in the Concluſion of a Seſſion, when many 

Gentlemen, quite worn out with a cloſe and tedious Atten- 

dance, have been forced to retreat. This cannot long re- 

tard the great Work of Reformation which is at Hand: The 
Delay will be but a few Months only : 'The ſame favourable 

Tic: will continue, and whatever new Schemes, therefore, 

the learned Gentleman may have ready to produce, I hope 

he will indulge us in ſo ſhort a Reſpite. But left this Bill 

ſhould paſs, I hope you will permit me to enter my publick 

Proteſt againſt it, for I am one of thoſe who think it fun- 

damentally wrong. 

There is no one more ready than I am, to give all rea- 
ſonable Indulgencies to the ſeveral unhappy Sectaries among 

us; I think, that in Points of Religious Worſhip, Compul- 

hon ought never to be uſed, but Truth is to have the fair 
Opportunity of Working by its own Force upon the natural 


ouly Right to incerpoſe in ſuch Matters. But human Au- 


wid Exceſſes, which under the falſe Colour of Religion 
| would invade the Order and Diſcipline of Civil Society. 
with In this we are all united, and there is one Medium, one 
d fee common Reſort of our Laws, for the Protection of our re- 
nd in ſpective Rights and Privileges. I am very ſorry therefore, 
ne in that any of the Diſſenters ſhould now ſee Occaſion to com- 
plain of their diſtinct Allowances, and that ſtated Meaſure 
wich muſt be preſerved in our civil Union. Let them 
look upon the Structure of our Conſtitution in general; are 
the ſeveral Members well proportioned ? Have they a mu- 


8 fol 


&s ſo tua] Dependence and regular Connection with each other? 
ny of | And is there one Law of Convenience which runs through 
1 tie Whole? If this be ſo, and the Prehemmence is only 
adden 


5 maintained by a due Subordination of the inferior Parts; if 
t Hrn, 
en {0- Achitecture was at its Height; I am not for inverting the 
raittee Order of it, in Compliance with the Gothick Fancy of any 
jaſtiy Pretenders to that Art. 

h 398 Thus our Conſtitution at preſent ſtands, and the Laws 
efore ok Toleration are in this Senſe become a Part of it ; they 


wWever, 2 protect, 


However, it is ſtill ſuſpected that there are latent Miſchiefs anno g. Geo. II. 


of ſettled Conſtitutions, will at leaft be ſo candid as to with- 


Ingenuity of the Mind, and the Supreme Lawgiver has the 


thority has certainly a ſecondary Power to reſtrain thoſe 


the building was eredted by the moſt able Hands, and when 


1736. 
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| _— Geo, 11. protect, as they certainly ought, the Eſtabliſhed Religion of cheap 
— Country, and, at the ſame Time, allow a ſeparate Right oblig 
in Religious Worſhip : Such, only, have not the Advantage enjoy 

of them, who deny the exterior Forms of our Government, ſame 

whoſe Conſciences are a civil Nuſance, and therefore forfeit tumac 

the Condition of this Right. What then is it that the if the 

Quakers want? Have not all their moſt intemperate Deſires | paſs | 

been from Time to Time complyed with? Are they not ex- lay, 1 

empted even from appealing to the great Author of Truth Luan. 

in their legal Teſtimony ? But not contented with all this, of an 

by a moſt ſtrange Abuſe of the permiſſive Liberty they enjoy, Juſtic 

they ſend circular Exhortations to their Brethren to oppoſe ture; 

the civil Juriſdiction of our Laws; and having thus cheriſh- which 

ed and ſtrengthened an Obſtinacy, they approach the Le- | at pre 

giſlature itſelf with harſh Revilings, unſupported by Evi. only ( 

dence, againſt the Clergy of our Eſtabliſhed Church; deny- and w 


ing a conſtitutional Right; begging that the legal Remedies in doit 
may be abated by which it is to be acquired; and unjuſily have | 


complaining of Severities, which, by their repeated Contu- the Fc 
macy, they wilfully draw on themſelves ; for the Law in dir, I 
its ordinary and natural Courſe will proceed to an Enjorce- is in! 
ment of its own Decree. Is this that Paſſive Obedience and to kee 


Non- Reſiſtance, that mild and charitable Diſpoſition, with ties; 
which they have been ſo largely complimented ? Is this Con- Fences 
ſcience, in any true Definition of it? No! it is perverſe MM Advan 
Humour, a falſe and deluſive Light, an Ignis Fatuus, which A 
ariſes from a Degeneracy and Corruption of the Mind. If defy'd 
this is Conſcience, then all thoſe Riots and Tumults, which here; 
at any Time oppoſe the Execution of the Law, and the Au. in the 
thority of the Government, may with equal Juſtice lay ſtitutio 
Claim to ſuch a Conſcience. Tythes are a diſtin& Property WW theſe C 
from the Inheritance of the Land, and by the Laws of our let us] 
_ Conſtitution are applied to certain Purpoſes. They are due to refo, 
of Civil Right, and no matter to whom they belong, tho' | liet D 


ſhould think that the Maintenance of our Clergy delerv6 Tythes 


ſome favourable Share in aur Conſiderations. 5 from tl 

© No human Wiſdom can at once foreſee the ſufficlent for ſup 

| Extent of legal Remedies, but they muſt from Time to Time ould 

be proportion'd to the Degrees of Obſtinacy with which 'ly 

5 they are to contend. At the Time of the Revolution, when for ext 
our Conſtitution was reſettled, and our ſeveral Rights and that as 


Privileges confirmed, the former Remedies were found Ir lurely, 
ſufficient, and, therefore, by the 7th and 8th of King Wit Who, y 
liam, a new one was created, but the others were ſuffere Fa, : 
| to ſubſiſt. The Clergy have now their Option which Me. 1 * 
1 thod to purſue, and I believe they always follow this, ul. n 
| leſs they ſuſpe& an unjuſt Partiality. For they want only tom th 


i! their Right, and are undoubtedly willing to come 5 it 2 Whole 
ö | — : c el 
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cheapeſt and moſt effectual Way; ſo that by this Bill, which anno 9. Geo. 11. 


obliges them to repair to the Juſtices in the firſt Inſtance, you 
enjoyn them nothing but what is already done ; but at the 
ſame Time give a new Intereſt to the Quaker in being con- 
tumacious ; For I apprehend by the Bill, as it now ſtands, 
| if the Quakers ſhould not appear, but ſuffer Judgment to 
paſs by Default, or ſhould appear and not litigate or gain- 
fay, that there is a Power given to the Juſtices to ſettle the 
9uantum of the T'ythes, and the Clergy are hereby deprived 
of any farther Redreſs. It is the Liberty of avoiding the 
Juſtices, which is ſome ſort of Controul upon their Judica- 
ture; and it is the Force of the ſeveral ſubſiſting Remedies, 
which obliges many of the Quakers in ſome Shape or other 
at preſent to ſubmit. For it is not the Punctilio of one Gun 


only (as the learned Counſel ſaid) which the Garriſon wants; 


and when Men are obliged to ſurrender there is no Diſhonour 
in doing it: But they have got unjuſt Poſſeſſion, and would 


have you withdraw your Forces, that they may ſtrengthen 


the Fortification, and make it capable of a ſtouter Reſiſtance. 
dir, I think the Compariſon has been inverted ; that Party 
is in Poſſeſſion who have a juſt Title, and they only deſire 
to keep what they have, without extending their Territo- 
ries ; and it would be extremely unjuſt to pull down their 
Fences, upon an idle Report that the Enemy would take no 
| Advantage of it. = 

As to the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, the Quakers have been 
defy' d to produce any Inſtances of their being much troubled 
here ; and indeed they are exceedingly few : Every Thing 
in the Courſe of Time will degenerate from its original In- 
ſtitution, and undoubtedly there are many Abuſes crept into 


theſe Courts, which may deſerve our Attention; but then 


let us proceed upon fairer Inquiries, and with a Diſpoſition 
to reform and not to deſtroy. Theſe Courts, from the ear- 
lieſt Days of our Conſtitution, have had Cognizance of 


Tythes ; and if the chief Argument againſt them is drawn. 


from their Defect of Power in giving Redreſs, I am rather 
for ſupplying the Defect, than that their Authority herein 
mould be wholly reſcinded. 

I would not be thought, by any thing I have ſaid, to be 
for extending the Power of the Clergy ; I am for keeping 
that as well as all other Power, within its due Bounds. But, 
lurely, the Clergy are not to be the only Men in the World, 


who, when they are aſſaulted, have not a Liberty to com- 


Plain, and to fly to this Aſylum for their neceſſary Defence ; 
think this is all they now do, and it is very unfair to be 


«ng induſtriouſly for particular Inſtances of Blame; and 


8 thence to take Occaſion of caſting an Odium upon the 
ole Function. Thoſe frightful Ideas, therefore, ” 
EY Churc 


1736. 


n — 
i} Meu SEES. 


a, 7 cette” ute nes =_ 
—— ; 


E. OY wm 8 
An; on noon DE. 5 


2 " ” a of : - 8 
AC nad ie a dC DIRE ; . a 
— 5 — — DIO — — 


. 


paſs'd. 


The Quake:s Bill 


Debate on a Bill 
fur preventing 
Smuggling. 


. RT CS 
q n . r PY 


13920 1 


Anno 58 u. Church Power, upon which ſo many Changes have been 
1736. 


rung of late, I take to be very unneceſſary at this Time; it 
is now at a very low Ebb, and it is very well if it can keep 
its juſt Ground. 


The Miſchief which is growing up is of another Sort, 


and our Liberties are no longer in Danger from any Thing 
which is founded in Religious Pretences; the Enemy has 
erected Batteries all round our Conſtitution; but as the 
Church is the weakeſt Part, it is thought very adviſeable to 
begin the Attack there; and if it ſucceeds, they will ſoon 
mount the Breach, and take Poſſeſſion of the whole; for we 


may learn from the fatal Experience of former Times, 


that Monarchy can only ſubſiſt upon the Union and De- 
fence of our Civil and Religious Rights. We all form one 
Conſtitution, it is highly neceſſary therefore that all, who 
are ſincere Lovers of that, ſhould well know, and mutually 


protect each other; and that the Clergy ſhould wiſely confi- 


der, that, as at all Times we are ready to oppoſe any Af. 
ſauits upon their Quarter, ſo they are under the ſtrongeſt 
Obligations, in the Day of our Need, not to withdraw their 
Aſſiſtance from us in Points of Civil Liberty; for if ever 
that ſhould be their fatal Miſtake, and our Hands are there- 
by weakened, they will undoubtedly bring their own Elia- 
bliſnment into the moſt imminent Danger. 

I ſhall ſay no more, but that I ſhall at all Times oppoſe 
any Innovations, becauſe I think them extremely hazardous 
let us rather guard againſt the intemperate Follies, the Luxu- 
ry, the Venality and Irreligion of the Age, which have 
been long gathering like a dark Thunder-Cloud in the Sky. 
God only knows how ſoon it may burſt, but whenever it 
Happens, and I fear the Day is at no great Diflance, it wil 


_ certainly fall moſt heavily upon us; I am therefore for keep 


ing up our common Shelters, that we may be protected, #5 
well as poſſible, againſt this great and impending Danger. 
Then the Queſtion being put for paſſing the Bill, it w 
carried in the Afirmative, by 164 to 48, and Mr Glanvili 
was order'd to carry the Bill to the Lords, and deſire their 
Concurrence. | N | 
May 3. Sir Charles Turner preſented to the Houſe 4 
Bill, For indemnifying Perſons, who have been guil'y of ut 


 lacwfully importing Goods and Merchandize into this Kingadbm, 


upon the Terms therein mentioned, and for inforciig the 
Laws againſt ſuch Importation for the future; and the ſame 
was then read the firſt Time, and ordered to be read a ſe- 
cond Time. | | 

May 4. The ſaid Bill was read a ſecond Time, and a Mo- 
tion being made for committing the ſame, it was oppos d 
ſeveral Members, who urg'd, »That it was very _— 
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LIE: 
nary to ſee ſuch a Petition followed by ſuch a Bill: The anno 9. Geo. 11, 
Petition [See p. 160.] was from many Merchants and Shop- bye 
keepers, complaining of too high a Duty upon a certain 

Sort of Merchandize, and of the Hardſhips they were ſub- 

jected to by the Laws lately made for collecting that Duty: 

Upon the Forndation of that Petition, a Bill had been 

brought in, v. ch no way diminiſhed the Duty, and inſtead 

of relieving the Merchants from any of the Hardſhips they 

were before expoſed to, laid them under many new Hard- 

ſhips, and ſuch as they thought inconſiſtent with the Liberties 

of the People: That this was a Method of Proceeding, by 

which the Subject would be terrified from ever making an 
Application to Parliament, for being relieved againſt thoſe 
Grievances they thought they had Reaſon to complain of; 

for no Man would ever apply to Parliament for Relief, if 

he could have the leaſt Suſpicion that his Caſe might be 

rendered more intolerable by ſuch Application.” | 
Jo this it was anſwer'd by Sir Robert Walpole, Sir sir R. Walpole. 
George Oxenden, and Sir William Yonge, That the fre- i W. Tenge. 


quent Practice of Smuggling was the Grievance which the 


Petitioners chiefly complained of; therefore any effectual 

Method for preventing that Grievance, was a proper Conſe- 

quence of ſuch a Petition: That the Duties complained of, 

were engaged for the Payment of old Debts, or for the 

Support of the Government, and could not therefore be 

lowered, without replacing them by eltabliſhing ſome new 

Fund, which could not then be done: And that none of the 

Penalties to be inflicted by that Bill, could be any Hardſhip 

upon fair Traders, but only upon Smugglers, and the more 

Difficulties they were expoſed to, the better it would be for 

the fair Trader.” 5 | 5 
Then ſome Members objected to a Clauſe in the Bill, by Farther DbjeRions 

which it was enacted, That any Ship, not exceeding the' ' 

* Barthen of 100 Tons, ſhall be forfeited, if ſhe take in 

from another Veſſel at Sea, within four Leagues of the 

* Britiſh Coaſts, any Foreign Goods, Wares, or Merchan- 

' Uizes, without Payment of the Cuſtoms, unleſs in cale of 

apparent Neceſſity: And to another Clauſe by which it 

Was enacted, © That all Goods found concealed in any Ship 

' or Veſſel, at any Time after the Maſter thereof ſhail have 

made his Report at the Cuſtom-houſe, and which ſhall not 

be comprized or mentioned in the ſaid Report, ſhall be 

' torfeited.” With regard to the firſt Clauſe, it was ſaid, 

That it would be a moſt terrible Hardſhip upon the Owners 

of any Ship, to make them forfeit their Ship, only be- 

cauſe of the Captain's, or perhaps ſome of the Sailors, 

taking a Pound of Tea, or an Anchor of Brandy, Rum, 

or Arrack, from on board another Ship they accidentally 

| met 


} 


4. 2% 

Anno 9. Geo. 11, met with at Sea: That in Penal Laws great Care ought al. 
2 ways to be taken, not to ſubject any Man to a Penalty cr 
Forfeiture, except ſuch as were really guilty; but by that 
Clauſe the Owners of a Ship were to be ſubjected to a great 
Forfeiture, tho' they neither were, nor could be any way 
guilty of, or ſo much as privy to, the Crime for which that 
Forfeiture was inflicted : That the Hardſhip upon them was 
the greater, becauſe it would be impoſſible for them to guard | 

againſt it ; for every one knew, that, for the moſt Part, the 
Command of Merchant Ships was given to Perſons who had 
no Fortunes of their own, and therefore could not make 
. good to the Owners the Damage they might ſuſtain by the 
Forfeiture of their Ship : That the Owners of Ships never 
looked for any Thing more in a Maſter, but the Character 
of an honeſt careful Man, and an expert Sailor; but in this 
Caſe, neither of theſe Qualities could be a Safegard to the 
Owners, becauſe their Ship might be forfeited and loſt by 
the Knavery, perhaps by the Treachery, of any common 
Sailor on board, without any Fault in the Maſter : That 
the Eſtates veſted in Shipping were already liable to ſo many 
Penalties and Forfeitures by our Cuſtom-houſe Laws, and 
were ſubje& to ſo many Dangers from other Accidents ; and 
the Employing of any Eſtate in that Way was in itſelf of 
ſo little Advantage to the Owner, that many Gentlemen 
had already withdrawn their Fortunes from that Branch of 
Trade: That if that Clauſe ſhould paſs into a Law, no Man, 
who had a Regard to his Family, would employ or continue 
any Part of his Eſtate in that Branch; which would cer- 
tainly be a great Diſadvantage to our Shipping, and a great 

Diſcouragement to our Seamen. 

As to the other Clauſe it was alledg'd, That a Merchant 
might thereby forfeit a valuable Parcel of Goods, by the 
meer Negligence or Forgetfulneſs of the Maſter of a Ship, 
whom he had never known or entruſted ; and that without 
its being poſſible for him, by the utmoſt Care and Diligence, 
to prevent ſuch a Forfeiture ; becauſe the Goods might be 
forfeited before it was poſſible for him to hear of the Ar. 
rival of the Ship, or to know that he had ſuch a Parcel of 
Goods on board ſuch a Ship ; for the Maſter always made 
his Report immediately upon his Arrival, and before he 
had Time or Opportunity to rummage his Ship, or to ſen 
to any of the Merchants to come and take care of their 
Goods; and as Maſters are generally in a great Hurry at 
their ſetting out, when ſinall Parcels of fine Goods are uſu- 
ally ſent on board, a Maſter might very probably forget © 
mention ſome of them in his Report, which by this Clauſe 
would occaſion a Forfeiture, ſuch Goods being always Jodg- 
ed in Places that would be called concealed ; whereas - 
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Law then ſtood, if the Maſter upon rummaging and ſearch- Anno up I. 

ing his Ship, which every Maſter did before Clearing, or if 

the Merchant upon hearing of the Ship's Arrival, or re- 

cewing Advice of his having ſuch a Parcel of Goods on 

board, ſhould come to look after his Goods, tho' they had 

been forgot in the Report, a Poſt-entry might be made, by 

which ali Forfeitures and Penalties would be prevented. 

That they thought this Bill would be a new Hardſhip upon 

Merchants, and a new Diſcouragement to Trade, which was 

betore, by our late Statutes relating to the Cuſtoms, ſub- 

jected to ſo great an Expence, and ſo many Difficulties, that 

it was impoſſible for our Merchants to carry it on at ſo eaſy 

a Rate as our Neighbours, which was the true Cauſe of our 

being under-ſoid by Foreigners in all Markets of Europe.” 

Io this it was anſwered by the Advocates for the Bill, 

© That all theſe Hardſhips and Dangers might eaſily be pre- 

vented by the Care of Maſters of Ships : That Owners or 

Merchants who intruſted their Ships or Goods to idle care- 

leſs Men, were certainly in ſome Fault, and therefore de- 

ſerved to ſuffer if there were no Neceſſity for making them 

do ſo: But that in the Caſes then before them, it was ab- 

ſolutely neceſſary to lay ſome Part of the Penalty upon them, 

tor the very Reaſon that had been given againſt it ; becauſe 

the Maſters imployed by them were often ſo poor, that it 

was impoſſible to recover any Penalties from them. That 

with reſpect to the Forfeiture of Ships, as the Clauſe was 

amended, and confined to Ships not exceeding 100 Tons, 

it could not much regard any Branch of our foreign Trade, 

it would chiefly regard our Coaſting Veſſels, and our Hol- 

land and French trading Sloops, many of which, they were 

afraid, were chiefly imployed in Smuggling. That they 

ſhould be ſorry if any Perſon ſuffered thro' a meer Overſight; 2180 

but if they gave by Law too great, or, indeed, any Indul- i þ 

gence to Overſights, fraudulent Deſigns would always be 4 

cloaked under pretended Overſights, and therefore it was 

neceſſary to make the Law ſevere, tho' in the Execution of 

that Law, ſome Indulgence might be ſhewn in any Caſe 

which appeared clearly to thoſe who had the Execution of 

tie Law, to be but an Overſight. That we had many 

Cuſtoms and Duties upon Goods imported, and the Laws 

for collecting them might probably ſubject our Merchants to 

ome Inconveniencies, and to ſome Expence ; but there was 

no Country in the World where their Trade was free from 

Cuſtoms and Duties : 'That they believed the Merchants of 

tis Kingdom were ſubjeQed to no greater Inconvenience or 

*pence on that Account, than the Merchants of our neigh- 

uring Countries ; ſo that if F oreigners under-ſold us in 

ay Market, ſome other Reaſon was to be aſſigned for their 
Vor. IV. | *"Gg fo 
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ſo doing, and when that Reaſon was aſſigned, if it was poſ- 
ſible to remove it, they would join in any Meaſure that 
could be propoſed for that Purpoſe.” h 

This Debate being over, the Bill was committed to 3 
Committee of the whole Houſe. _ 

The ſame Day the Houſe reſum'd the Conſideration of 
the conteſted Election for the County of Vork, and after 
the Counfel for the fitting Member were heard, who al- 
ledged that they would ſoon ſhew, that moſt of the Objec- 


tions made to their Voters were either falſe or frivolous, and 
that they would effectually diſqualify a much greater Num- 


ber of the Voters for Sir Rowland Winn, the Petitioner, | 
than he, or the other Petitioners had pretended to diſqua- 


lify of theirs, the Matter was adjourn'd to the 11th, on 


which Day no Notice being taken of the Affair it was intire- 
ly dropt. „ 

May 11. A Motion was made by Mr Henry Arthur Her- 
bert, for Leave to bring in a Bill, to explain and amend 1v 
much of an A& made in the ſecond Year of his preſent Ma- 
jeſty's Reign, intitled, An Act for the more effetucl prevent: 
ing Bribery and Corruption in the Election of {embers to 


ſerve in Parliament, as relates to the commencing and carrying 


on of - Proſecutions grounded upon the ſaid Act; which was 
accordingly granted, and the ſaid Mr Herbert, Mr Richard 
Lloyd, Mr Knight and Mr More, were ordered to prepare and 
bring in the ſame ; Accordingly a Bill for that Purpose 
mw preſented to the Houſe the ſame Day, and read a hi 
Time. : 0 
The Reaſon aſſigned for bringing in this Bill was, That 
by a Clauſe in the above Act it is enaded, That no Per- 
ſon ſhall be made liable to any Incapacity or Penalty by 


the ſaid Act impoſed, unleſs Proſecution be commenced 


within two Years after the Crime committed, nor in Cafe 
of Proſecution within that Time, unleſs the ſame be car- 
* ried on without wilful Delay: But this Limitation was 
not ſufficiently full and explicit, becauſe the ſuing out of an 
Original was a Commencement of a Proſecution, which 
might be done without letting the Party proſecuted know 


that any ſuch Proſecution was commenced ; and the Limi- 


tation being ſaved by the ſuing out an Original in this pri- 
vate Manner, Proſecutions upon that Act might be depend- 
ing privately againſt Men for many Years after the ſuppoſed 
Offence, which would be of the moſt dangerous Conſe- 
quence, and therefore it was neceſſary to bring in a ſhort 


= Bill for explaining and amending that Clauſe, fo as to make 


it neceſſary to give the Party proſecuted Notice of the Fro- 
iecution within the two Years, 40 


6 
After the ſecond Reading of this Bill the next Day, Sir Anne 9. * 
ſohn Hind Cotton, took Notice, That upon a ſerious A-. 
tention to that Bill, he was not at all ſurprized to ſee it sir J. H. Cotton, 
brought in ſo late in the Seſſion, and paſſed in ſuck a Hur- 
; for as it was drawn up with a Retroſpect, it was really 
an Act of Indemnity for almoſt all the Bribery and Corrup- 
tion Men might have been guilty of at the laſt general Elec- 
tions for Members of Parliament, and might very probably 
be an Injury to ſeveral private Men, who had already done all 
that was made neceſſary by that Act for intitting themſelves to 
carry on Proſecutions againſt Offenders ; for as the two Years 
ince the former Election were then juſt expiring, if a Gen- 
tleman had juſt ſued out forty Origirals againſt forty diffe- 
rent Offenders, and had thereby inatled himſelf to proceed 
againft them at his own Conveniercy, he would be intirely 
diſappointed, and loſe the whole Expence he had been at; 
becauſe the two Years would ve:y probably be expired be- 
fore he could hear of this AC, and then it would by this 
new Act be paſt the Time for ſerving even thoſe very Ori- 
ginale, which he had regularly ſued out in the Terms of the 
former Act; therefore he hoped the Committee would a- 
mend the Bill, ſo as to prevent its having a Retroſpect, or 
doing an Injury to any Gentleman who had been guilty of 
no wilful Delay-or Omiſſion, as the Law then ſtood; for 
it was very probable that a great Number of Originals had 
been ſued out, but not ſerved or proſecuted, becauſe the Pro- 
lecutors would in common Prudence wait till a few Caſes of 
the lame Nature had been determined, in order that they 
might from thence learn how to proceed.” | 
To this it was anſwered by Mr Lloyd and Mr More: M. Llerd. 
' That whatever Lawyers might mean by a Proſecution 
commenced, the Meaning of the Legiſlature when that Law : 
palled, certainly was, That no Proſecution ſhould be under- 
ood to be commenced, unleſs the Perſon proſecuted had 
Notice of it, within the Time limited, by an Arreſt, Sum- 
mons, or ſome other legal Method; and as this was the 
eaning of the Legiſlature, they believed moſt Gentlemen 
ad taken it in that Senſe, for they had never heard of any 
oſecutions commenced in the other Manner, nor could any 
entleman in that Houſe give an Inſtance where a Proſecu- 
or had ſued out a Number of Originals without ſummon- 
ud or arreſting the Perſons againſt whom they were ſued 
dut; from whence it was to be preſumed, that if there were 
uy ſuch Inſtances, they were ſo rare as not to deſerve the 
dice of that Houſe.” 
Then the Bill was agreed to without any Amendment, and | 
eng read a third Time on the 14th of May. paſſed with- Tie f pit 
Out Oppoſition, ? | paſſed. 
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May 14. The Bill againſt Smuggling was read the third 
Time, and a Motion being made that the Bill do paſs, the 
ſame was oppoſed by ſome Members; but the Queſtion be- 
ing put, it was reſolved in the Affirmative by 88 againſt 30, 
and * Mr Willes was ordered to carry the Bill to the Lords, 
and deſire their Concurrence. 

May 20. The ſaid Bill was returned to the Houſe of Com- 
mons, when they took into Conſideration an Amendment 
made by the Lords; and the ſaid Amendment being twice 
read, Mr Speaker acquainted the Houſe, © That when any 
Thing occurred which might any Way look like an Incroach- 
ment upon the Privieges of that Houſe, he thought it was 
his Duty to lay the Caſe impartially before them, and then 
to leave the Houſe to do in it as they ſhould think fit: That 
in all Bills by which any Tax or Duty was to be impoſed 
upon the Subject, it was the undoubted Privilege of that 
Houſe, and they had always inſtſted upon it, that the other 
Houſe ſhould not make ary the leaſt Amendment to any 
ſuch Bill; but were in all ſach Caſes either to paſs the Bill 
without any Amendment, or to reject it if they thought fit: 
That as the Taxes and Duties zranted by that Houſe, could 
not be raiſed or collected without preſcribing proper and 


effectual Methods for that Purpoſe, therefore in all Bills for | 


impoſing any Tax or Duty upon the Subject, certain Me- 
thods had been preſcribed for effectually raiſing that Tax or 
Duty ; and if the Methods preſcribed ſhould afterwards by 
Experience be found ineffectual, new Methods had always 


been contrived, and proper Bills paſſed for eſtabliſhing thoſe 


new Methods; which laſt Sort of Bills had penerally been 
looked on as Appendixes to the firſt Bill by which the Tax or 


Duty was granted; therefore ſuch Bills were looked upon 


as Bills of the ſame Nature with the firſt, and conſequent 
that Houſe had generally inſiſted upon it, that the other 
Houſe could not make any Amendment to this laſt Sort of 
Bills, no more than they could have done to the Bill by 
which the Tax or Duty was granted: That as the Bill then 
before them was for enforcing the Laws made for fecun'y 
the Revenues of Cuſtoms and Exciſe, it was properly to be 
conſidered as an Appendix to the Laws by which thoſe Re- 


' venues were originally eſtabliſhed ; and as the other Houle 


had made an Amendment to it, he did not know but their 
making an Amendment to ſuch a Bill, might be looked on 
as ſome ſort of Incroachment upon the Privileges of that 
Houſe ; for which Reaſon he thought it his Duty to ſtate 
the Caſe to them, before they proceeded to take the Amenc- 
ment into their Conſideration, That he had ſearched tie 
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burnals of the Houſe for Caſes of the ſame Nature, and 
yould read ſuch of them as he thought moſt applicable to 
he Caſe then before them.” | 5 

Upon this ſeveral Journals of the Houſe were read, re- 
kting to Amendments made by the' Lords to Money-Bills, 
or Bills of the ſame Nature: The reading theſe Journals oc- 
cafioned a Jebate in the Houle in relation to their Privilege: 
But at laſt the Queſtion was put for agreeing to the Amend- 
ment, which was carried in the Affirmative ; and Mr Willes 
was ordered to carry the Bill to the Lords, and acquaint 
them, That the Houſe had agreed to the Amendment. 


The ſame Day the King came to the Houſe of Peers; 
and the Commons attending, his Majeity put an End to the 
Sion with the following Speech. : 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 3 
k HE Diſpatch you have given to the Publick Buſi- 
x neſs, and the advanced Seaſon of the Year, make 


* it proper to put an End to this Seſſion of Parliament. 

| © I acquainted you, at your firſt Meeting, that Prelimi- 
| © nary Articles had been concluded between the Emperor 
* and the moſt Chriſtian King; ſince which Time, a far- 
* ther Convention, concerning the Execution of them, hath 
been made, and communicated. to Me, by both thoſe 


„Powers engaged in the late War, in order to ſettle the 
General Pacification. 
Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 
return you my Thanks for the Proviſions you have 


better recommend yourſelves to my Eſteem, and to the 
good Opinion of thoſe you repreſent, than by raiſing the 
Supplies neceſſary for the Support of my Government, and 
for the Service of the Publick, in a Manner the molt ef- 
fectual, and the leaſt burthenſome to my People. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

| lt is a great Concern to Me, to fee ſuch Seeds of Diſſen- 
a tion ſown among my good People, as, if not timely pre- 
q vented, may prove very prejudicial to the Peace and Quiet 
: of my Kingdoms; it is my Deſire, and {hall be my Care, 
: to preſerve the preſent Conſtitution in Church and State, 
A. by Law eſtabliſhed, perfect and entire, and not to coun- 
„ nance any Attempts to the Prejudice of either. Good 
% Harmony, and mutual Affection, among all the Proteſtants 
„ ek this Nation, have been the great Security of the pre- 
ent happy Eſtabliſhment, from the Revolution to this 
- *Me; by this united Strength they will be able to reſiſt 


„Courts, and Negociations are carrying on, by the ſeveral 


made for the Service of the current Year ; you can never 


« the 
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Queen Regent here, during my Abſence. Ihe Exper. 


wiſe Conduct will render the Government agreeable to 
you ; and this I recommend to you in a particular Mu. 


(5-238: 
the ſecret and open Attempts of its common Enemies 
but divided, they may become a Prey to them, My py, 
tection ſhall be impartially diſpenſed to all my Subjects, i 
the full Enjoyment of their Religious and Civil Rights; le 


it be your Care, by your Conduct, in your ſeveral Stati 


ons, to make my Endeavours for your common Happi 
neſs effectual. E 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
© Tt being neceſſary for Me to viſit my Dominion in 
Germany again this Year, I have reſolved to appoint the 


ence you have already had of Her juſt and prudent Ad. 
miniſtration, will, I doubt not, engage you all, to make 
the Weight of the Publick Affairs as eaſy to Her, as Her 


ner. 


Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majeſty's Command, 


MinuTEs, Sc. of the TH IRD SES 
$10 N, by way of Introduction 20, and Il- 
luſtration of, the DEBATES, which 


follow, to the End of the ſaid Seſſion. 


A Series of the Proceedings of the Committee on the 
Supply and Ways and Means. 


THE Houſe having reſolved, on Feb. 2. that they would 
next Morning take into Conſideration the Speech of 
the Lords Commiſſioners, appointed by his Majeſty for 
holding that Parliament, to both Houſes of Parliament, they 
accordingly proceeded next Day to take the ſaid Speech into 
Conſideration ; and the ſame being again read by Mr, Speak- 
er, a Motion was made, That a Supply ſhould be granted to 
his Majeſty ; whereupon 'twas reſolved, that the Houſe 
would the next Morning reſolve itſeif into a Committee of 
the whole Houſe, to conſider of the ſaid Motion. | 
Thus the Committee of Supply was eſtabliſhed in the uſual _ 
Form, and as that Committee is in every Seſſion one of the 
chief Committees, we ſhall give the Hiſtory of it during laſt 
Seſſion, before we give an Account of any of the Debates that 
happened in it; in order that our Readers may have at once, 
and as it wereat one View, all the Reſolutions agreed to in 
the ſame, 5 
On the 4th, the Order of the Day being read, for the 
Houſe to reſolve itſelf into the ſaid Committee, the ſaid 
ppeech of the Lords Commiſſioners was ordered to be refer- 
red to the ſame; and the Houſe having then reſolved itſelf 
into the ſaid Committee, they reſolved, That it was the Opi- 
nion of that Committee, that a Supply ſhould be granted to his 
Majeſty ; which was on the Monday following reported and 
agreed to by the Houſe Nemine Contradicente. 

On the gth, the Houſe, according to Order, reſolved itſelf 
again into the ſaid Committee, and came to the following 
Reſolutions, which were reported, and all agreed to by the 
Houſe, via. AE: | 

That ten thouſand Men ſhould be employed for the Sea- 
Service for the Year 1737, beginning from Jan, 1. 13 36 : 

* t 
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e tection ſhall be impartially diſpenſed to all my Subjects, 
* the full Enjoyment of their Religious and Civil Rights; k 
it be your Care, by your Conduct, in your ſeveral Stat 
ons, to make my Endeavours for your common Happ 
4 neſs effectual. | EE 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

© Tt being neceſſary for Me to viſit my Dominions i 
« Germany again this Year, I have reſolved to appoint the 
Queen Regent here, during my Abſence. The Exper. 
t ence you have already had of Her juſt and prudent 4d 
* miniſtration, will, I doubt not, engage you all, to male 


„ wiſe Conduct will render the Government agreeable ty 
you; and this I recommend to you in a particular Mu. 
* h 


Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majeſty's Command, 
prorogued the Parliament to the 2gth of July: They were 
afterwards farther prorogued to the 1ſt of February. 


BYUMQ = i W- 
e Jr Bp * 


CG SE 8 . 
/ 7600 POR... HAN 

© CPR UI 

Ng JE 
RI) BSD 


SP EECHES 


8 


ions in 
Oint the 
Exper. 
ent Ad. 
o make 
as Her 
able ty 
r Man. 


nmand, 
were 


2 


MIN UT Es, Sc. of the THIRD SRE S- 


s 10 N, by way of Introduction , and Il- 
luſtration of, the DEBATES, which 
follow, to the End of the ſaid Seſſion. 


A Series of the Proceedings of the Committee on the 


Supply and Ways and Means, 


HE Houſe having reſolved, on Feb. 2. that they would 
next Morning take into Conſideration the Speech of 
the Lords Commiſſioners, appointed by his Majeſty for 
holding that Parliament, to both Houſes of Parliament, they 
accordingly proceeded next Day to take the ſaid Speech into 
Conſideration ; and the ſame being again read by Mr, Speak- 


er, a Motion was made, That a Supply ſhould be granted to 


his Majeſty ; whereupon 'twas reſolved, that the Houſe 
would the next Morning reſolve itſeif into a Committee of 
the whole Houſe, to conſider of the ſaid Motion. | 
Thus the Committee of Supply was eſtabliſhed in the uſual 
Form, and as that Committee is in every Seſſion one of the 
chief Committees, we ſhall give the Hiſtory of it during laſt 
Seſſion, before we give an Account of any of the Debates that 
happened in it; in order that our Readers may have at once, 
and as it were at one View, all the Reſolutions agreed to in 


| the ſame, | 


On the 4th, the Order of the Day being read, for the 
Houſe to reſolve itſelf into the ſaid Committee, the ſaid 
Speech of the Lords Commiſſioners was ordered to be refer- 
red to the ſame; and the Houſe having then reſolved itſelf 
into the ſaid Committee, they reſolved, That it was the Opi- 
nion of that Committee, that a Supply ſhould be granted to his 
Majeſty ; which was on the Monday following reported and 
agreed to by the Houſe Nemine Contradicente. . 

On the gth, the Houſe, according to Order, reſolved itſelf 
again into the ſaid Committee, and came to the following 
Reſolutions, which were reported, and all agreed to by the 
Houſe, viz. 8 155 

That ten thouſand Men ſhould be employed for the Sea - 
Service for the Year 1737, beginning from Jan, 1. 5 * : 

| hat 


5 
That a Sum, not exceeding 4“. per Man per Month, aud mould 
be allowed for maintaining the ſaid 10,000 Men for 1} Tenſio 
Months, including the Ordnance for Sea-Service: And thi; Sum, 
a Sum, not exceeding 219,201. 6s. 54. ſhould be granted tg his M: 
his Majeſty for the Ordinary of the Navy (including H. Expen 


Pay to Sea Officers) for the Vear 1737. | provid 
On the 18th, the ſaid Committee came to the following 10,00 
Reſolutions, which were reported, and all agreed to by the WM V's 
Houſe, viz. That the Number of effective Men to be pro. On 


vided for Guards and Garriſons in Great Britain, and for Comm 
Guernſey and Jerſey, for the Year 1737, ſhould be (igclu- ng 48 
ding 1815 Invalids, and 5565 Men, which the ſix indepen- Reſolu 
dent Companies conſiſt of for the Service of the Highlands) viz, 1 
17,704 Men, Commiſſion and Non-commiſſion Officers in- Majeſ 
cluded: That a Sum not exceeding 647,549/. 115. 34, Capita 
ſhouid be granted to his Majeſty, for defraying the Charge clled. 
of the ſaid 17,704 Men: That a Sum not exceeding 215,710/ 
65. 54. ſhould be granted to his Majeſty for maintaining hi; 
 Majeity's Forces and Garriſons in the Plantations, Minora 
and Gibraltar, and for Proviſions for the Garriſons at An. 
polis Royal, Canſo, Placentia, and Gibraltar, for the Yea! 
1737. See page 239. „ 

(Page 341) On the 28th, the ſaid Committee came to the ae 
following Relo:utions, which were reported, and all agreed io 5 Py 
by the Houle, viz. That a Sum, not exceeding 79,7 23. bs. 0 
34. ſhould be granted to his Majeſty, for the Charge ofthe 
Office of Ordnance for Land Service, for the Year 1737; 
That a Sum not exceeding 604/. ;9s. 24. ſhould be granted 
to his Majeſty, for defraving the extraordinary Expence of 
the Office of Ordnance for Land Service, and not provided 
for by Parliament: That a Sum, not exceeding 62,4010. 3. * 

64. ſhould be granted to his Majeſty, to- make good the De- far 
ficiency of the Grants, for the Service of the Year 1730: bliſh . 
That a Sum, not exceeding 10,0437. 3s. 104, ſhould be grant: Ned M 
ed to his Majeſty, to replace, to the Sinking Fund, the like PL 9 
Sum paid out of the ſame, to make good the Deficiency of iſt 5 
the additional Stamp Duties at Chriſtmas, 1735, puriuantts "ty 
a Clauſe in an AQ ot Parliament paſſed in the 4th Year of 81 155 
Majeſty's Reign, for raiſing 1, 200, 000. by Annuities and d 100 by 
Lottery for the Service of the Year 1731 ; That a Sum, not total ; 
exceeding 42,1877. 10s. ſhould be granted to his Majelly, 0 Wi t, 28, 
Account of che Subſidy payable to the King of Denmark, put. demie 
ſuant to the Treaty bearing Date, Sept. 19, 1734, for thitt As f 
Quarters of a Year, to Sept. 9, 1737 | tions 0 

On March 4, the ſaid Committee came to the follow"; relatin 
Reſolutions, which were reported, and all agreed to by the Feb, , 
Houle, viz. That a Sum, not exceeding 21,707/. 2k "al themſe 
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[in] 
would be granted to his Majeſty, upon Account, for Out- 
penſioners of Chelſea Hoſpital, for the Year 1733: That a 
Sum, not exceeding 5 6, 413“. 145. 3d. ſhould be granted to 
his Majeſty, for defray ing ſeveral extraordinary Services and 
Expences, incurred in the Years 1735 and 1736, and not 
provided for by Parliament: 'That a Sum, not exceeding 
10,0007. ſhould be granted to his Majeſty upon Account, to- 


wards the Support of the Royal Hoſpital at Greenwich. 


On the ꝙth, the Houſe reſolv'd itſelf again into the ſaid 
Committee, and made ſome Progreſs ; and on the r 1th, be- 
ing again in the ſaid Committee, they came to the following 
Reſolution, Which was reported, and agreed to by the Houle, 
viz, That the Sum of one Million ſhould be granted to his 
Majeſty, towards redeeming the like Sum of the incres ſed 
Capital of the South-Sea Company, as is now commonly 
called Old South-Sea Annuities, See page 341. | 

On the 19th, the ſaid Committee came to the followin 
Reſolutions, which were reported, and all agreed to by the 
Houſe, viz. That a Sum, not exceeding 20,0007. ſhouid be 
granted to his Majeſty, towards ſettling and {ſecuring the Co- 
lony of Georgia in America : That a Sum, not exceedin 


10,000/, ſhould be granted to his Majeſty, to be applied to- 


wards the Maintenance of the Britiſh Forts and Settlements 
belonging to the Royal African Company of England, on the 
Coalt of Africa: That the Sum of 40007. ſhould be granted 
to his Majeſty, towards repairing and finiſhing the Colle- 
plate Church of St. Peter's Weſtminiter : That a Sum, not 
exceeding 44,6851. 25. 6d. ſhall be granted to his Majeſty, 
upon Account, for reduced Officers of his Majeſty's Land 
Forces and Marines, for the Year 1737: That a Sum, not 
exceeding 3945 L. ſhould be granted to his Majeſty, for pay- 
ing of Penſions to the Widows of ſuch reduced Officers of 
his Majeſty's Land Forces and Marines, as died upon the Eſta- 
bliſkment of Half. Pay in Great-Britgin, and who were mar- 
ried to them before Dec. 25, 17 6, for the Year 1737: That 
a dum, not exceeding 50, Oo. ſhould be granted to his Ma- 
ſely, towards the Rebuilding and Repairing the Ships of the 


Royal Navy, for the Year 
This was the laſt Time of the ſaid Committee's Sitting, 
and by the above- mentioned Reſolutions it appears, that the 
total Sum granted by this laſt Seſſion of Parliament amounts 
0 2,025,121. 25. 9d. beſides the Million granted for re- 
eeming ſo much of the South- Sea Capital. 

as ſoon as the Houſe had agreed to the three Reſolu- 
tons of the Committee of the Supply, firſt above-mentioned, 
"ang to the Seamen and Navy, which was on Thurſday, 
d. 10, they reſolved, that they would next Morning reſolve 
Uunſelves into a Committee ot the whole Houle, to der 

1 © 


1 
of Ways and Means for raiſing the Supply granted to hi 
Majeſty; and accordingly, next Day the Houle reſolved it 
ſelf into the ſaid Committee, in which they reſolved, That 
it was their Opinion, that towards the Supply granted to his 
Majetty, the Duties on Malt, Mum, Cycer and Perry, Which, 
by an Act of Parliament of the gth Year of his Majeſty; 
Reign, had Continuance to June 24, i737, ſhould be further 
continued, and charged upon Malt which ſhould be made, 
and all Mum which ſhould be mide or imported, and all Cy- 
der and Perry which ſhould Le made for Sale, within the 
Kingdom of Great Britain, from June 23, 1737, to June 24, 
1738 Which Reſolution was, according to Order, reported 
to the Houſe the next Day, and agreed to. | 

The ſaid Committee was by Order continued from Time to 
Time, without fitting, till Monday March 14, when the 
Hoate reſolved itielf again into this Committee, and came to 
che following Reſolution, which was reported and agreed to 


by the Houle, viz, That towards raiſing the Supply granted 


to his Majeſty, the Sum of 2s. in the Pound, and no more, 
_ ſhould be raiſed in the Year 1737, upon Lands, 'Tenements, 
Hereditaments, Penſions, Offices, and perſonal Eftates, in that 
Part of Great Britain called England, Wales, and the Henn 
of Berwick upon Tweed; and that a proportional Ceſs, ac 


cordirg to the gth Article of the Treaty of Union, ſhould | 


be laid upon that Part of Great Britain called Scotland. 


On the 18th, the ſaid Committee came to the following 
Reſolutions, which were reported, and agreed to by tis | 


Houle, but with ſome Amendments to the third, as beiow- 
mentioned, viz. That the Duty of 36s. a Barrel on Sweets 


(See page 480) granted by an AQ of the 5th Year of her late | 
Majeſty Queen Anne, for the Term of 96 Years, and ſince 
_ made perpetual, ſhould from and after June 24, 1737, cee 


and determine. That there ſhould be granted to his Ma- 
jeſty for every Barrel of Sweets made for Sale, from and 
after June 24,1737, the Sum of 125. the ſaid Duties to be 


paid by the Maker and Makers of the ſaid Sweets, and ſo 


in Proportion of greater or leſſer Quantities, That the Al. 
lowance of 55. per Barrel on Britiſh made Gun- powder export 


ed, granted by an AQ of the 4th Year'of his preſent Ma- 
jeſty's Reign which was to expire the End of that Seſſon of | 


8 de Ef 5 
Parliament, ſhould be further continued for ſeven Yes. 


That towards raiſing the Supply granted to his Majel!y, 4 


Duty of 25. per Buſhel ſhould be laid upon all Apples, which 
at any Times or Times, from and after June 24, 737, uon 
be imported and brought into the Kingdom of Great Britain, 
over and above all Cuſtoms, Subſidies and Duties before nit. 
poſed thereon. The Third Reſolution as amended oy a 
greed to by the Houſe was as follows, viz. That the Altow- 
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o his WY zee of 45 6d. per Barrel on Britiſh-made Gunpowder export- 
4 ir. ad, granted by an Act of the 4th Year of his preſent Majeſ- 
That y's Reign, which was to expire the End of that Scition of 
tO his Parliament, thould be turther continued tor {even Years, 
hich On the ſaid March 18, the Order of this Committee was 
ei continued from Time to Time, til! Friday, May &, when 
irther the Houſe reſolved itte!f again into the laid Committee, and 
made, came to the following Reſolutions, Which were reported to 
1 Cy. the Houſe on the Monday following, and were as follow, 


in the viz, That 'twas the Opinion of that Committee, that, towards 
e 24, railing the Supply granted to his Majeity, there ſhould be iſ- 
Jorted ſued and applied the Sum of one Million out of ſuch Monies 
a5 had artien, or ſhould or might ariſe of the Snrpiuſſes, Ex- 
ceſſes, or Over-plus Monies, commonly called the Sinkin 

Fund, That, for the Encouragement of the Paper Manufac- 


me to 
n the 


me to | ture of this Kingdom, there ſhould not be allowed any Draw- 
ed to | back or Repayment of Cuſtoms charged upon foreign Paper, 
anted WH which ſhould be imported into Great Britain, upon the Ex- 
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nents, 
n that 
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hould | 


portation thereof. 'I hat, towards raiſing the Supply granted 
to his Majeſty, a further Duty of 9d. per Buſhel ſhould be laid 
upon all Oyſters imported into Great Britain. Of theſe three 
Relolutions the firſt and ſecond were agreed to by the Houle; 
but the third was re-committed. ae Sa 
On the 17th, the ſaid Committee came to the followin 
Reſolutions, Which were reported, and agreed to by the 
Houſe, viz, That the ſeveral Rates and Duties then payable 
upon foreign Oyſters imported into this Kingdom, ſhould 
from and after June 24, 1737, ceaſe and determine. That a 
Duty of 74. per Buſhel Strike-Meaſure of the Wincheſter 


wing 
zy tas 
C0 
weets } 


er late Corn buſhel, ſhould be laid upon all foreign Oyſters imported 
| Cince ino this Kingdom, in lieu of all other Rates before impoſed 
ceale | thereon, e 3 | 

; Ma- This was the laſt Time of the ſaid Committee's Sitting, and 
n and WW from their Reſolutions it appears, that the Ways and Means 
ro be Propoſed for raiſing the Supply for the preſent Year, were (be- 
Wy | ldes the Million granted out of the; Sinking Fund) the Malt 
© Al 


ax, which is generally ſuppoſed to produce near 700,000/. 


pon. i Fear, and the Land- Tax, which, at 25. in the Pound, pro- 
t Me. uces near a Million; and for making good the Deficiency, 
ion of | s Majeſty was enabled to borrow any Sum or Sums of Mo- 
Y als. 


ity, upon the Credit of the Duties laid on Sweets, not ex- 
ceding 506, 0001. at an Intereſt of 3 per Cent per Annum. 


A Propoſal towards lowering the Intereſt of all the redeem- 
able National Debts to 3 per Cent, per Ann, and thereby 


ity, a 
Which 
mould 


italn, 


ge ill to enable the Parliament to give immediate Eaſe to his 
nd 4“ Majeſty's Subjects, by taking off ſome of the Taxes which 
llon- zie moſt burdenſome to the Poor, and eſpecially to the 


ance 12 Manu- 
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and receiving a Million at a time, to be divided alternately | 


Ko 
ManufaQurers, As likewiſe to give Eaſe to the People 
by leſlening the Annual Taxes for the current Service of 
Year, Viz. ; | 


"EH AT an Offer be made to the Proprietors of the South. | 
Sea Annuities, as well old as new, at ſuch Times as the 
Transfer Books ſhal! be ſhut, in the following manner, viz, 

That all Perſons be at Liberty to make their Option for 
the whole, orany part of their Capital, of one or more of the 
Particulars under-mentioned; for which Purpoſe, Books to 
be laid open at the South Sea Houſe, viz. | 

All who deſire to be paid their Money, to enter their 
Names and Sums in one Book. „ 

Thoſe who ſhall chuſe to have Annuities for certain Terms 
of Years, and the Capital to be annihilated, may ſubſcribe in 
particular Books for that Purpoſe, at the following Rates: 
For 47 Years, at 4 per Cent. per Ann. 31 Years, ats, | 
23 Years, at 6. 19 Years, at 7. 16 Years, at 8. 13 Years, 
at 9. 12 Years, at 10. | . 

That the Proprietors of fo much of the Capital as ſhall not 
be claim'din Money, nor ſubſcribed into ſome of the Annui- 
ties for Terms of Years, ſhall, for the future, be entitled to 
the Annuity of 3 per Cent. per Ann. only. | 

And, for the Encouragement of the Annuitants to accept of 
3 per Cent. per Ann. it is propoſed, That they be not ſubject | 
to Redemption or Diminution of their Annuities for the Term 
of fourteen Years. 35 3 

And that all the Annuities for Terms of Years be trani- | 
ferable at the South-Sea Houſe, without any Charge; as well | 
as the Annuities, which ſhall be continued at 3 per Cent, | 
per Ann. 4 „ 

And that all the Annuities for Terms of Years commence 
from the Determination of the Annuities of 4 per Cent. with. 

out any loſs of Time. — 4 
Tis apprehended, that this Offer will be more beneficialto 
the Proprietors, than the remaining in their preſent Situation, 
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between the old and new Annuities, which muſt affect them 


in a very high manner, as it tends generally to reduce their ve 
Capital, by continually lay ing out the Money paid off in ne, or 
Annuities at advanced Prices. Ive] 

If the Parliament ſhould be willing to indulge any Perſons, | : lt 
not being Foreigners, who may be advanced in Years, Wit mt 
Annuities for Term of Life ; the following Rates are {ub- ini 
mitted to the. Conſideration of Gentlemen who have turne Civil 
their Thoughts to this Subject, viz. Perſons 44 Years old or , At 
upward, 7 per Cent. for Life. 53 ——— 8. 59 — 9. T4 
63 — 10, | Hig 
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an Aid to his Majeſty by a Land- Tax. 2. To make perpetual 2 


lt is remarkable that in the Land-Tax Bill above- men- Clauſe ſlipt 


[vi] e 

If theſe Rates for Lives, or any other Rates, ſhould be 
thought convenient to be offered. 

It is then propoſed, that the old and new Annuitants be 
permitted to ſubſcribe any Part of their Capital, they being. 
within the Limitation of Years above expreſſed, 

And that none of the Propoſals foregoing, be made for 
ready Money ; becauſe it 1s reaſonable, that the preſent Cre- 
ditors ſhould have the Preference in any advantageous Offer 
made by the Parliament, as this is apprehended to be, ſince 
Money may be raiſed at 3 per Cent, per Ann. with a Liberty 
of redeeming the ſame at Pleaſure, See the Debate founded 
on this Propoſal, page 382, 

March 21. His Majeſty went to the Houſe of Peers, and 
pave the Royal Aſſent to (1) The Mutiny Bill. (2) To an act 
for laying a Duty of T'wo-Pence Scots upon every Pint of 
Ale or Beer vended within the Town of Dunbar, to be ap- 
ply'd to the Uſe of the ſaid Town, for neceſſary Buildings 
and Repairs, and to three private Bills. 8 | 

April 22. His Majeſty went to the Houſe of Peers, and Royal Aﬀent 
gave the Royal Aſſent tothe following Bills: 1. For granting 8\<2. T0 Kve- 


the Act 7 Geo. II. to prevent the infamous Practice of Stock- 
pbbing. 3. For the better repairing and paving the High- 
Ways, Streets and Water-Courſes, and for enlightening the 
directs, Lanes and Paſſages, and better regulating the Nightly 
Watch within the City of Saliſbury. 4. For enlarging the 
Term for repairing ſeveral Roads leading to the City of 
Worceſter, and for reducing the Toll on Sheep and Lambs 
by the ſaid Act. 5. For making more effectual two Acts 
for repairing the Highways from Old Stratford in North- 
mptonſhire, to Dunchurch, Warwickſhire, 6. To raiſe 
Money to diſcharge the Debts incurred on account of Build- 
ng a Goal and Court Rooms, for the Uſe of the County of 
icks, 7. For continuing a Duty of Two-pennies Scots on 
every Pint of Ale fold within the Town of Dumfreis, for 
building a Church and making a Harbour there; and for lay- 
ng a Duty on the Tonnage of Shipping, &c. for the better 
eparing of the ſaid Harbour, 8. For making navigable 
orfley-Brook, from Worſley-Mill in Lancaſhire, to the River 
Irvell in the ſaid County. And to 16 Private Bills. | 


don d, a Clauſe was fraudulently ſlipp'd in to exempt the _ the Land- 
ce of Wales from paying the Sixpence in the Pound, call'd *** . 
wil-Liſt Money, which amounted to upwards of 1000“. : e 
And, the fame Day the Bill was paſs'd, a Motion was madg A Motion to 
an Enquiry, by what Order or Authority his Royal enquire by 
Highneſs the Prince of Wales was, by a Clauſe 4 the eng Author 
| | | Land- 
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Land-Tax Bill, exempted from paying any Fees for him. 

ſelf and Houſhold ; and it being a Point of Order, 3 

Debate aroſe, whether the Houſe ought not to have moved 

for an Inſtruction for a Clauſe to authoriſe ſuch Alteration: 

Over- ruled by But another Motion being made, that the Order of the Day 
a Motion for be read, and the Queſtion being put on the Jaſt-named Mo. 
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2 or tion (the Bill for reducing the Intereſt to 3 per Cent.) the | ack 
= Houſe divided, and carry'd it in the Affirmagive, and read ita | contin 
1ſt Time, and ordered it a 2d Reading that Day Se*nnight. or Ale 

May 24. A Meſſage was ſent by his Majeſty, to delire the El 

the Commons to ſettle a Jointure of 50,0007. per Ann, on bs Thy 


her Royal Highneis the Princeſs of Wales: A Bill was unani. Loft 
moufty my in accordingly. Fo 1 Fe 
Acts paſſed this Seſſion were as follow, viz. March 7, The TreaC, 

| 2 N Malt Bill. 21, The Mutiny Bill. That for laying a Duty lief of 
ral Acts. of Twopence Scotch on every Scotch Pint of Ale, brewed For pi 
| for Sale within the Town of Aberbrothock, And a Road perties 

Bill. | | | | 3 At to 

And May 20, The Land-Tax Bill. That for granting Store 
Two Millions for 1738, and paying the Bank a Million for Grow! 


redeeming an Annuity of 40,000/. For explaining an Aft bodies 
for Application of the Forfeited Eſtates of the late Earl of Parifh 
Derwentwater and Charles Radcliffe. An Act to empower WM picye; 
the Court of Lord Mayor and Aldermen to ſet a Price on Sea- Parlia 


Coals for one Year. To enforce the Execution of the Gin- teltant 
Act. To ſecure the Payment of Rents, and prevent Frauds by in the 
Tenants. To indemnify Perſons who have omitted to quali. ing to 
fy themſelves for Offices, read Prayers, and make the Deck. Ane 


rations and Subſcriptions required within the Times limited up in 
by Law, and for allowing further Time for thoſe Purpoſes. Thron 
For allowing further. Time for Enrolment of Deeds and Will 55 
made by Papiſts, and for Relief of Proteſtant Purchaſers, Mo 
Deviſees and Leſſees. For Relief of ſuch Priſoners for Debt 
as have by unavoidable Accidents loſt the Benefit of the Ad 1 
paſſed the laſt Seſſion for the Relief of inſolvent Debtors ; ( ater 
and for the Indemnity of ſuch Sheriffs and Goalers as have 
incurred any Penalties on account of ſuch Priſoners not being 
diſcharged ; and for extending the Benefit of the ſaid Act i 
Creditors, whoſe Debtors were committed to Priſon finct 
Jan. 1. 1730, and were detained there on Jan. 1. 1736, and 
have choſe to continue there. An Act to continue an Act for 
the better Regulation of Laſtage and Ballaſtage on the Rive! 
Thames. For building a Bridge croſs the Thames from tlie 
Woolſtaple, Weſtminſter, co the oppoſite Shore. For bettet 
Fegulating the Manufacture of Narrow Woollen- Cloaths in 
che Weſt. Riding of Yorkſhire. For repairing the Harbout 
of Dover, and reſtoring that of Rye. For recovering and ſe- 
| | 7 hs Curing 
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caring the Harbour of Minehead, Somerſetſhire, For mak- 
ing a Dock or Baſon at Liverpool. To two Acts for drain- 
ing certain Fens in Lincolnſhire, and the Iſle of Ely, For 
rebuilding the Pariſh Church of All- Saints in the City of 
Worceſter. For finiſhing the Church of St. Mary Rother- 
hith, and purchaſing an additional Burial-Ground, For re- 
| building tne Pariſh Church of Chriſt-Church, Surry. To 
continue the Duty of TWO Pennies Scots on each Pint of Beer 
or Ale ſold in the Town of Inverneſs in Scotland. To veſt 
| the Eſtate of Hugh Naſh, Eſq; (late eſcaped out of the Fleet) 
in Truſtees for the Benefit of his Creditors. For the more 
| efetual fecuring the Payment of certain Sums of Money, * 
ditected by an Act of Queen Elizabeth, to be paid by the 
Treaſurers of the Counties of England and Wales, for the Re- 
lief of the Priſoners in the King's-Bench and Marſhalſea. 
For puniſhing ſuch as ſhall irjure any in their Perſons or Pro- 
perties, with intent to hinder the Exportation of Corn. An 
AR to explain an Act for rebuilding St Leonard's Church. 
dhoreditch, To continue two Acts for encouraging the 
Growth of Coffee, and ſecuring the Trade of the Sugar-Co- 
lonies in America. For enlightening the Streets, &c. in the 
Pariſh of Chriſt Church, Middleſex. To amend an A for 
preventing Inconyeniencies that may happen by Privilege of 
Farliament To ſecure the Eſtates of Papiſts turning Pro- 
teltants 2gainſt Diſabilities, and for the more effectual veſting 
in the two Univerſities the Preſentations of Benefices belung- 
Ing to Papitts, To 6 Road Acts, and to 27 private Bills. 
And for the Hiltory of the Supply, &c. it is thus ſumm'd 
up in the foliowiag Speech, made by the Speaker to the 


Throne, the laſt Day of the Seſſion. 


Moi gracious Sovereign, 


OUR Majeſty's moſt dut ful and loyal Subjects, the Speaker's 
J Commons of Gre..t Britain in Parliament aſſembled, Speech at the 


"tors ; attend your Majeſty with feveral Bills, and with one among Joe of the 
_ have Aide reſt for your Royal Allent concerning the Suppiies — 
being granted for the public Service of the Year, allowing Three 
Act to ' Millions Seven Hundred and Fifty Thouiand Pounds, for 
ſince ' the Maintenance of your Fleets, Armies, and diicharging 
6, and '2 Million of the Nat:onal Debt, and other Purpose. 8 
\& for ' Your Commons at firſt made Proviſion bu: for 10,050 
River ' Samen, they beipg ſufficient for the common Service z 
om the but having ſince been calle! on, by the Suffe rings and arigv- 
better ances of your Majeſty's Subjects, to ſtrengthen ycur Hands, 
iths in x to defend your Rights, and do them Jaſtice agunfl the law- 
arbqur bes Power of the Spaniſh Nation ia tne Seas of America; 
and ſe- Where your Majeſty's Subjects have, by Nature, and unrs— 
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© ſtrained by Compact, an equal Right with them, and au 
nat to be ſubject to any Obſtruction or Moleſtation what. 
ſoever in their Paſſage over thoſe free and open Seas; they 
have readily granted 10,000 more. To {ſuffer the pa. 
niards to rummage our Ships, is to give them a Right to the 
Sovereignty of thoſe Seas, as it was always deemed by Grey 
Britain; and was never allowed by any of your Majelty' 
Predeceſſors 1 | 
© Theſe Depredations deſerved the Conſideration of your 
Commons; and theſe Outrages (if continued) will deſerve 
your Reſentment. To their Plunder they have added In. 
ſults; and to their Inſults, Cruelties : Inſults the more ſen. 
ſibly felt, as they come from a People whole Power we al. 
ways deemed inferior; and whoſe Strength we ever ſub. 
dued when tried. With theſe Sentiments your Commons 
applied to the Father of their Country for Redreſs; and 
received ſuch an Anſwer as the Father of their Country 
ſhould give; for which your faithful Commons make their 
grateful and dutiful Acknowledgments, Their Applic-,on 
on this Occaſion was on behalf of their Trade, which is the 
Life and Spirit of this Nation; reſting perſuaded, that by 
your Interpoſition, you will be able to obtain Juſtice for pil 
Injuries, as well as further Security of your trading Subjett, 
for the Sake of the Dignity of your Majeſty's Imperial 
Crown, and the Honour of the Britiſh Nation ; which they 
are ſenfible never were, nor ever can be, more ſecure than 
under your Majeſty's Royal Protection; | | 
Since your Majeſty's Paternal Care has preſerved this 
Nation under many Difficulties from the Calamities ot 
War, and every good Man hopes you will be able to ac. 
compliſh the great Work before you, without it; yet if tie 
Lot be fo, that no Satisfaction for our Loſſes and $ufferinss 
can be had, nor Security for the future, nor the Credit > 
the Britiſh Nation ſupported but by Force of Arms; there! 
not one Man in the Nation, whoſe Heart and Hand wound 
not be willing to ſupport your Majeſty therein, as your 
faithful Commons are wil'ing and ready to do. | 
© Totheſe neceſſary Ends, they deſire your Majeſty's Royal 
Acceptance of the Supplies which they have granted {or 
that Purpoſe ; which, with ſeveral other Bills upon the 
Table, are ready for the Royal Aſſent, and are for the he- 
nefit of the Public ; particularly that which reſtrains the 
Privilege of Parliament; a Work begun before, but nc. 
compleat; and which will put an End to a Practice 104 
tended to the Reproach and Diſhonour of Parliament. 
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SPEECHES and DEBATES 

In the THIN DU SESSION of the 

Second Parliament of King GEORGE IL. 
BEING 

The Eighth Parliament of Great Britain. 


N the Firſt of February the Parliament being met 49 10. Geo. 


ed this 

ities of () according to their laſt Prorogation, a Meſſage was II. 1736-7, 

to ac. brought by Sir Charles Dalton, Gentleman Uſher — 
if the of the Black Rod, from the Lords authoriz'd by his Ma. | 
ferings ech's Commiſſion, (viz. His Royal Highneſs Frederick 1H 
edit cf frince of Wales, the Lord Chancellor, the Lord Preſident ill 


there's 
| would 
'$ your 


of the Council *, the Lord Steward of the Houſehold F, the 
Lord Chamberlain ++, the Duke of Argyle, the Duke of 
Richmond, the Earl of Pembroke, the Earl of Scarborough, 
and the Earl of Iſlay,) deſiring the immediate Attendance 
0 the Commons, in the Houſe of Peers, to hear the Com- 
nion read; and Mr Speaker, with the Houſe, going up to 


; Royal | 
ted for 


on te tte Houſe of Peers, the Lord Chancellor ſitting with ſeveral 

he be ter Lords on a Form, between the Throne and the Wool- 

my os licks, ſpoke as follows: 
ut N . 


8 My Lords and Gentlemen, | 
a E are commanded by his Majeſty to let you | 

5 know, that as it is not convenient for his Ma- it 
" Flty to be here this Day in his Royal Perſon, he has 
You, IV. Ff e been 


* The Earl of Wilmington. f The Duke of Devonſhire. 
tt The Duke of Grafton. 


1 
e ſtrained by Compact, an equal Right with them, and 20 
not to be ſubject to any Obſtruction or Moleſtation What. 
ſoever in their Paſſage over thoſe free and open Seas; they 
have readily granted 10,000 more. To ſuffer the Spa. 
niards to rummage our Ships, is to give them a Right to the 
Sovereignty of thoſe Seas, as it was always deemed by Grat 
Britain; and was never allowed by any of your Majeſtys 
Predeceſſors | _ 
© Theſe Depredations deſerved the Conſideration of your 
Commons; and theſe Outrages (if continued) will deſere 
your Reſentment. To their Plunder they have added lu. 
ſults; and to their Inſults, Cruelties : Inſults the more {en- 
ſibly felt, as they come from a People whole Power we al. 
ways deemed inferior; and whoſe Strength we ever ſub. 
dued when tried. With theſe Sentiments your Commons 
applied to the Father of their Country for Redreſs ; and 
received ſuch an Anſwer as the Father of their Country 
ſhould give; for which your faithful Commons make their 
grateful and dutiful Acknowledgments. Their Applic-.un 
on this Occaſion was on behalf of their Trade, which isthe 
Life and Spirit of this Nation; reſting perſuaded, that by 
your Interpoſition, you will be able to obtain Juſtice for piſt 
Injuries, as well as further Security of your trading Subjett; 
for the Sake of the Dignity of your Majeſty's Imperial 
Crown, and the Honour of the Britiſh Nation; which they 
are ſenfible never were, nor ever can be, more ſecure than 
under your Majeſty's Royal Protection; | 
Since your Majeſty's Paternal Care has preſerved tis 
Nation under many Difficulties from the Calamities ci 
War, and every good Man hopes you will be able to ae. 
compliſh the great Work before you, without it; yet if tie 
Lot be fo, that no Satisfaction for our Loſſes and Suffering 
can be had, nor Security for the future, nor the Credit «f 
the Britiſh Nation ſupported but by Force of Arms; there's 
not one Man in the Nation, whoſe Heart and Hand would 
not be willing to ſupport your Majeſty therein, as you 
faithful Commons are willing and ready to do. 
© Totheſe neceſſary Ends, they deſire your Majeſty's Royal 
Acceptance of the Supplies which they have granted for 
that Purpoſe ; which, with ſeveral other Bills upon the 
Table, are ready for the Royal Aſſent, and are for the Is 
nefit of the Public; particularly that which reſtrains the 
Privilege of Parliament; a Work begun before, but now 
compleat; and which will put an End to a Practice ti 
tended to the Reproach and Diſhonour of Parliament. 
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SPEECHES and DEBATES 


In the THIRD SESSION of the 


N 0 


The Eighth Parliament of Great Britain. 


() brought by Sir Charles Dalton, Gentleman Uſher 
of the Black Rod, from the Lords authoriz'd by his Ma- 
ſely's Commiſſion, (viz. His Royal Highneſs Frederick 
rice of Wales, the Lord Chancellor, the Lord Preſident 
of the Council *, the Lord Steward of the Houſehold +, the 


Richmond, the Earl of Pembroke, the Earl of Scarborough, 


lacks, ſpoke as follows: 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


IL 


Vor. IV. 


* The Earl of Wilmington. I The Duke of Devonſhire. 
tt The Duke of Grafton. 


Second Parliament of King GEORGE II. 


Lord Chamberlain ++, the Duke of Argyle, the Duke of 


and the Earl of Iflay,) defiring the immediate Attendance 
0 the Commons, in the Houſe of Peers, to hear the Com- 
miſſon read; and Mr Speaker, with the Houſe, going up to 
tle Houſe of Peers, the Lord Chancellor ſitting with ſeveral 
tier Lords on a Form, between the Throne and the Wool. 


- E are commanded by his Majeſty to let you 

; know, that as it is not convenient for his Ma- 

" Fily to be here this Day in his Royal Perſon, he has 
F been 


N the Firſt of February the Parliament being met Auno 10. Geo, 


according to their laſt Prorogation, a Meſſage was II. 1736-7, 


( 226 ) 


Anno 10 Ceo. been pleaſed by Letters - patent under the Great Seal, to 


II. 1736-7. 
— 


K „ „ „ «a A. A A A A A A A A 


W b a 


« Authoriſe his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales, and 
„ ſeveral Lords therein mentioned, to do every Thing in 
« the Name of his Majeſty, which ought to be done cn 
the Part of his Majelty in this Parliament, as may more 
« fully appear by the Letters- patent.“ 


The Letters-patent being read, the Lord Chancellor, 
one of the Commiſſioners, read the following Speech to 
both Houſes : 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
5 N Purſuance of the Authority given us by His Ma. 
| jeſty's Commiſſion, under the Great Seal, amongſt 
other Things, to declare the Cauſes of his holding this 
Parliament, we are, by his Majeſty's Command, in the 
firſt Place, to obſerve to you, That his Majeſty acquaint- 
ed you laſt Year, that he had, in Conjunction with the 
States General, given his Approbation of certain Preli- 
minary Articles, concerted and agreed upon between the 
Emperor and France, tor reſtoring the Peace of Europe; 
and that a farther Convention, concerning the Execution 
of them, had been communicated to Him by both thoſe 
Courts; and that Negotiations were carrying-on by the 
ſeveral Powers engaged in the late War, in order to {et- | 
tle the general Pacification. do 


* We are now commanded by His Majeſty to inform 
you, that the reſpective Acts of Ceſſion being exchanged, 
and Orders given for the Evacuation and Poſſeſſon of 
the ſeveral Countries and Places, by the Powers con- 
cerned, according to the Allotment and Diſpoſition of tie 
Preliminary Articles, the great Work of re-eſtabliſhing 
the general Tranquility is far advanced; however, it 
is His Majeſty's Opinion, that common Prudence all 
upon us to be very attentive to, and obſerve the find! 
Conclufion of this new Settlement of ſuch conſiderable 
Parts of Europe. Tt is to be hoped, that a general la. 
ing Tranquility will follow this Reſtitution of Peace, 
and that the Renewal of Friendſhip and Alliances, for 
the Preſervation of it, among the ſeveral Princes and 
Powers of Europe, will remove all Dangers and 4p: 
prehenſions of any new Troubles and Diſorders ; but His 
Majeſty apprehends, that an indolent Security, and too 
great a Diſregard to future Events, may occaſion Mit 
chiefs more eaſy to be prevented, than to be remedied ; 
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in ſo defenceleſs a Condition, as to encourage any Enter. 4475 10 Gg. 


prizes, Which the Enemies to the Public Peace may have 
vainly ſuggeſted and Hattered themſelves with the Hopes 
„„ | 

Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 


His Majeſty has ordered the proper Officers to lay 
before you the Eſtimates for the Service ot the cur- 


© rent Year ; as ſoon as the Circumſtances of the Limes 
would permit, His Majeſty was pleaſed to make ſuch a 
Reduction of ſome Part of the Public Expences for the 
« Eaſe of his People, as was conſiſtent with the Peace and 
Safety of his Kingdoms, the Security of our Commerce, 
and the Honour and Interelt of the Nation.“ 


My Lords and Gentlemen, | 3 

* His Majeſty has been graciouſly pleaſed to direct us 
* to acquaint you, that He hath ſcen with the greatelt 
Satisfaction the unwearied Application of this Parliament, 
in framing good Laws for advancing the Proſperity, and 
* ſecuring the Welfare of His loving Subjects; and that it 
* hath been one of His Majeſty's principal Cares to en- 
* force them by a due Execution, with the ſtricteſt Regard 


* to the Rights and Properties of his People, no Invaſion 


whereof can with any Colour be ſuggeſted by the molt 
. malicious Enemies of the preſent Eitabliſhment. W hilt 
this hath been our Condition, His Majeſty cannot but 

obſerve, that it muſt be matter of the utmoſt Surprite 
and Concern to every true Lover of his Country, to ſee 
the many Contrivances and Attempts carried on in various 
Shapes, and in different Parts of the Nation, tumultuouſly 
* to reſiſt and obſtruct the Execution of the Laws, and to 
* Violate the Peace of the Kingdom. Theſe Diſturbers of 
the public Repoſe, conſcious that the Intereſt of His Ma- 


; jelty and His People are the ſame, and of the good Har- 
mony, which happily ſubſiſts between Him and His Par- 


lament, have levelled their Sedition againſt both; and in 
* their late Outrages have either directly oppoled, or at 
leaſt endeavoured to render ineffectual ſome Acts of the 
Whole Legiſlature. His Majeſty in His great Wiſdom 
thinks it affords a melancholy Proſpect to conſider to 
a What Height theſe audacious Practices may rile, if not 
umely ſuppreſſed, and that it deſerves no ſma!l Attention, 
f that they may go on to affect private Perſons in the quiet 
Enjoyment of their Property, as well as the general 
Peace, and good Order of the whole. His Majeity ap- 


— 6 5 g 1 . 
. Prehends it to be unneceſſary to enlarge upon a Subject 


oi 


Ff 2 


1. 17367 


Anno 10. Geo. 


111736 7. 
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der Care and Concern which your Majetty has always 


preſerve the Peace and Safety of the Kingdom, the Se- 


( 228 ) 
© of this Naturo, and therefore hath commanded us barely 
to mention it to you, who, by the conſtant Tenor of your 
Conduct, have ſhewn, that you conſider the Support of 
© his Government, as inſeparable from the Preſervation 9 conte 
* the Public Tranquillity and your own Safety. the L 
5 N 

The Members being returned to the Houſe, Mr. Speaker © know 

reported the Speech, from the Lord Chancellor, and upon a Conci 


Motion for an Addreſs of Thanks, the ſame was agreed © Time 
to, and is as follows. « 


* ſtant | 
| : * Regat 

The humble Addreſs of the Houſe of Commons to the King, „out t. 
Met Gracious Sovereign, | | r etc] 
E your Majefty's moſt Dutifvl and Loyal Subjeds, . Bog 

the Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament es 
aſſembled, return your Majeſty our moſt humble Thanks WI, P. ” 
for the Speech delivered by your Majeſty's Command to WM, mw 
© both Houſes of Parliament. : 1 4 
We ſee with great Satisfaction, the happy Poſpect of « he l 
: 1 os, A x Sh in 
* the final Concluſion of the general Pacification of Europe, 
and when we remember your Majeſty's unwearied En. 
* deavours to prevent this Nation from being involved in WW, 
the Calamities of a deſtructive War, and your conſtant . 4 
* Application in contributing to the utmoſt of your Power T 5 
* towards the great Work of reſtoring Peace, from the ten- e 
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* ſhewn for the future Peace and Proſpericy of your Peo- 

< ple, as well as for the common Welfare of Mankind, 

* we make no doubt, but that your Majelty will continue 
© to co-operate with your good Allies, that the Concluſion 
* of the Peace may be attended with a general and laſting 

* Tranquillity. _ ; | : 

Duty and Gratitude to your Majeſty, and a due Re- 

* gard to our own Intereſts and Security will engage us not 

© to neglect any neceſſary Precautions, which may bel 
* conduce to enable your Majefty to diſappoint and defeat yo 5 

© all groundleſs Hopes and Expectations, which the ci 1 

* Inded Enemies of the public Peace may have vainly lug: fil f 

geſted and flattered themſelves with” : = 

And we beg Leave to aſſure your Majeſty, that he 

* will chearſully and effectually raiſe the Supplies neceſlat) tt 1; 

* for the Service of the Current Year, and ſupport J 8 : 

* Majeſty in all ſuch Meaſures as ſhall be found requiſite to 1 


County 


to be þ 


. i 11 0 at 
© curity of our Commerce, and the Honour ard Intereit dd ed _ 
* your Majeſty and 1 I 
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abjects, 
1amen! 
Thanks 
1and 10 
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Moſt Gractous Sovereign, Anno 10. 
© Your faithful Commons cannot without a juſt Indignation Geo. II. 


J obſerve the Spirit of Faction and Sedition, which has lately ma- 1730-7. | 


« feſted itſelf in traducing and miſrepreſenting the Legiſlature, in 4 
© contemning all Authority, and in open Defiance of the Laws of 
the Land. | SW 
Ilt is with the higheſt Senſe of Duty and Gratitude, we ac- 
© knowledge your Majeſty's Goodneſs, not only in your ready 
* Concurrence to all ſuch wholeſome Laws as have been from 
© Time to Time prepared by your Parliament, bat in your con- 
* ſtant Care to enfore them by a due Execution, with the ſtricteſt 
* Regard to the Rights and Properties of your People, and with- 
our the leaſt Colour or Shadow of any Deſign or Attempt to 
 tretch or violate the known Laws of this Realm. FR 
We cannot ſufficiently expreſs our Abhorrence of the many 
wicked and deteſtable Practices, which the Diſturbers of the 
public Repoſe have ſecretly fomented and openly carry'd on in 
tumultuouſly reſiſting and obſtructing the Execution of the Laws, 
and violating the Peace of the Kingdom. 3 
And we your faithful Commons do aſſure your Majeſty, that 
being fully perſuaded that the Preſervation of the public Tran- 
f quility, and our own Safety, are inſeparable from the Security 
of your Government, we will ſupport your Royal Authority in 
* ſuppreſſing and ſubduing all ſeditious and riotous Attempts that 
* threaten the very Being of our happy Conſtitution, and the utter 
* Subyerſion of thoſe Liberties, which have been made the ſpecious 
* Pretence for committing thoſe outrageous Diſorders.” 
To this the King return'd the following Anſwer : 
H $ Majeſty returns this Houſe his Thanks for their moſt Du- The King's 
tiful and Loyal Addre(s, and ſhall always eſteem their Zeal Anſwer to 
od edtion for his Perſon and Government, as the beſt and moſt the Com- 
acepiable Return for his conflant Endeawonr to render this Nation drei, Ad- 
bappy and flouriſhing both at Home and Abroad. His Majeſty relies © 
won the Wiſdom of his Parliament, to frame ſuch Laws as ſhall 
b nefary to flrengthen and ſupport the Authority of his Govern- 
nn, in preſerving the public Tranquility, and ſecuring the Rights 
ond Properties of his People; and his faithful Commons may depend 
un bim for a juſt and due Execution of them. 
leb. 2. A Petition of the Freeholders of the County of Nor- A Petition, 
folk, complaining of an undue Election and Return for the ſaid complaining 
unity, being preſented. to the Houſe, and read, it was ordered 5 ee 
to be heard at the Bar of the Houſe on the Third of March; and In rea 
tit Lifts, with Reſpe& to the ſaid Election, be delivered on the of Norfolls 
SR. preſented, | 
March 2. A Motion was made, that the Petitioners might be 


it Liberty to withdraw their Petition; which, was grant- But is dropt. 


; and Mr Speaker was ordered to iſſue his Warrant to 


ls Clerk of the Crown, to make out a new Writ for the ſaid 


County, 


| ( 232 ) 

Anno 10. County, in the Room of William Wodehouſe, Eſq; who had died 
Geo, II. after his Election, and againſt which the ſaid Petition was pre. 
1735-7: ſented. 
W Tho" this Election was thus given up, yet there was one Thing 

relating to it worth Obſervation. 
The Reſolution of the Houſe relating to the delivering of Lift 
of controverted Voters, in Purſuance of which the Liſts, with 
reſpect to this controverted Election, had been ordered to be de. 
lüivered, is as follows, viz. That in all Caſes of controverted 
1 Elections for Counties in England and Wales, to be heard at the 
wes Lift or Bar of that Houſe, or before the Committee of Privileges and 
Electors Elections, the Petitioners ſhould by themſelves, or by their A- 
that are to © gents, within a convenient Time, to be appointed either by the 
" objefted © Houſe or the Committee of Privileges and Elections, as the Mat 
ws © ter to be heard ſhall be before the Houſe, or the ſaid Committee, 
deliver to the fitting Members, or their Agents, Liſts of the 
« Perſons intended by the Petitioners to be objected to, who voted 
« for the ſitting Members; giving, in the ſaid Liſts, the ſeveral 
© Heads of Objection, and diſtinguiſhing the ſame againſt the 
Names of the Voters excepted to; and that the fitting Members 
© ſhould, by themſelves, or by their Agents, within the fame 
Time, deliver the like Liſts on their Part, to the Petitioners or 

© their Agents. | Rs 8 
1 In Purſuance of this Reſolution, the Petitioners for the County 
erde in of Norfolk, and the fitting Member Sir Edmond Bacon, who ſup 
Conſequence ported the Election of himſelf and the other Member deceas'd, de- 
of the ſame. liver'd Liſts to each other reſpectively, but in the Liſts deliver d hy 
the Petitioners to the fitting Member, all the material Heads of 
Objection that could be made againſt any Voter for a County, 
| were ſet againſt the Name of almoſt every Voter they excepted to; 
which the ſitting Member thought contrary to the Reſolution, and 
therefore repreſented, That the Reſolution had been agreed to, in 
Complaint order to {ave Trouble and Expence ; and prevent either Party 
relating examining Witneſſes to an Objection he could not fully prove, and 
(hereto. then flying from that to another, and thence to a Third, Cc. That 
if either Party thought he had ſeveral Objections to any one Voter, 
each of which would be of itſelf ſufficient, he ought, by the Ne, 
ſolution, to fix upon that Objection which he thought he could 
mot clearly prove, and diſtinguiſh that Head of Objection only 
againſt the Name of that Voter ; by which Means the other Party 
might prepare proper Proofs or Materials for ſupporting the Right 
of his Voter againſt that Objection: But in the Manner the Liſs 


had been deliver'd to him, it would be vaſtly troubleſome and el. 


penſive to prepare proper Proofs for ſupporting the Right of a Votet 
againſt every Objection that could be made; and if he prepared (0 
anſwer one Objection only, he might at laſt find himſelf obliged to 
anſwer another, for which he could not then poſſibly have an Op- 


| portunity to prepare: That if the Method in which the . 
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fitioners Liſts were drawn up ſhould be admitted, it would 449 10. Ges. 
render that Part of the Reſolution quite uſel-{s, which re. II. 1736-7. 
ates to the diſtinguiſhing the Heads of Objection againſt | 
the Names of the Voters excepted to; for if all the 

Heads of Objection that could poſſibly be made againſt any 


I died 


5 pre- 


Thing 


*. Voter, ſhould be ſet againſt the Name of every Voter, it 
Ay would be the very ſame with mak ing no particular Ob. 
aol» jection at all, which would leave both Parties as much at 


Liberty to vex one another, and to take up the Time of 
the Houſe unneceſſarily, as if no ſuch Reſolution had ever 
been made: And laſtly, that in the particular Caſe then 
before them, it would be a very great Hardſhip upon him ; 
becauſe 1n the Liſts he had deljvered to the Petitioners, he 
had ſtrictly conformed to the Reſolution of the Houle, 
which would give the Petitioners a very great Advantage 
der him; therefore he defired they might be ordered to 


at the 
es and 
eir A- 
y the 
e Mat- 
mittee, 
of the 


Ae. amend their Liſts, and to put them in that Method which 
4h vas preſcribed by the Reſolution. | : 
embers To which *twas anſwered, That by the Reſolution it was 


not intended to limit either the Petitioners or the fitting 
Member to the making but one Objection only againſt 
each Voter excepted to; nor could it be ſuppoſed that the 
Houſe meant any ſuch Thing when they agree'd to that 
Reſolution ; becauſe it would be doing Injuſtice to both, 'to 
limit them to the making but one Objection to a Voter 


> {ame 
ners or 


County 
ho ſup- 


15 ainſt whom they had ſeveral material Objections ; there- 
at fore it was to be preſumed, the Reſolution intended only 
bounty, to oblige each Party to explain and expreſsly mention the 
AY ay leveral Objections they were to make againſt each Voter 


txcepted to, which was the Method the Petitioners had 
taken with reſpect to the Liſts they had delivered; and by 
that Method the ſitting Member might know what to do. 


on, and 
to, m 


1 and could be put to no greater Expence or Trouble than 
- That tie Nature of the Caſe required ; for if he found that any 
Voter, ee of the Objections propoſed was well founded, and 


Would probably be ſufficiently proved, it would be quite un- 


Re- | 
ey eceſſary for him to put himſelf to any Expence or Trouble 
on only r bpporting the Right of a Voter, who, he knew, had no 
x Party St; nor could the Time of the Houſe be unneceſſarily 


ken up, becauſe each Party would begin with examining 
elſes as to that Objection which ke thought the ſtionge ſſ, 
. which he thought he could the moſt fully prove, aud 
be found he had fully proved that Objection, he wouid 


2 Right 
he Liſs 
and ex- 


Voter . 1 

. to proceed no further, nor trouble himſelf or the Houſe with 
liel . any other Objection; whereas if his Witneſles for 
an Op- bring that Objection ſhould not, in their Examination 


ore the Houſe, come up to that which they had declared 


the pe- Vol. IV. G : 3 


ttionen 
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Anno 10. Geo, to bim in the Country, which was often the Caſe, it would 
II. 1736-7. be Injuſtice to preclude him from proving any other Ob. 
| jection, when he found he neither had nor could fully prove 
the Objection he had firſt inſiſted on; therefore they did 
not think themſelves obliged by the Reſolution to amend 
their Liſts, or to deliver them in any other Manner than 
what they had done: However, that they might not be 
thought to intend, and as they did not defire to take any 
ſort of Advantage of the fitting Member, they were 
willing to amend their Liſts, and to put them in the very 
ſame Method with thoſe delivered to them by him; ſo that 
it would be quite unneceſſary for the Houſe to interpoſe in 
the Affair, or to come to any new Reſolution, or Order, 
upon that Head. 
This Compliance in the Petitioners prevented a Reply, 
and likewiſe prevented the Houſe's coming to any new 
Reſolution, or to any Determinaation, for explaining their 
former Reſolution ; ſo that the Point in diſpute remains 
undetermined, and, if no new Law be made for regulating 
the Elections for Counties, it may be the Subject of fome 
future Debate. 5 | | 
Upon the ſame Day, viz. Feb. 2. and immediately afte 
the proper Orders were' made for hearing the Petition 
from Norfolk, as before mentioned, a Petition of Sir Jo 
G/zzn, Bart. complaining of an undue Election and Return 
The Flint Pe for the Borough of Flirt, in the County of Flint, was pre: 
Hin. ſented to the Houſe and read; and 'twas order'd, That the 
Matter of the ſaid Petition ſhould be heard upon Ju, 
March 8, then next; which Order was afterwards put off, 
to Thurſday, March 24, when the Houſe proceeded to the 
Hearing of the Matter of the ſaid Petition; and the fe. 
tition, and the laſt Determination of the Houſe, concerning 
the Right of electing a Burgeſs to ſerve in Parliament ior 
the ſaid Borough, made May 21, 1728; and allo the fand. 
ing Order of the Houſe, made Far. 16, 1728, for reſirait 
ing the Counſel at the Bar of that Houſe, or before th 
Committee of Privileges and Elections, from offering Fi. 
dence touching the Legality of Votes for Members to {er 
in Parliament for any County, Shire, City, Borough, 
Cinque Port, or Place, contrary to the laſt Determination 
of the Houſe of Commons; were read. 

Then the Counſel for the Petitioner were heard; a 
the original Poll, taken at the ſaid Election, being Pt 
duced ; and the Title thereof, and the total Number 9 
Voies for each Candidate, being read ; they examined fe 
veral Witneſſes, touching the Behaviour of the run 

Ofticers at the Time of taking and cloſing the {aid _ 


Counſel heard 
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and the Declaration of the Numbor of Votes, and of the Anno 10. Geo- 


would 

r Ob- Majority, and touching a Scrutiny to be had, and the Man- II. 1736-7. 
prove ner of making the Return, and the Declaration of one of 

ey did the returning Officers, and the Instructions to him given . 
mend by the fitting Member previous to the Election, and other 

r than Occurrences at and after the Election: After which the 


ot be fid Return, dated May 16, 1734, on which Day the Poll 


e any was cloſed, being read; the Counſel for the Petitioner 

were were further heard, as to the Merits of the Return; when 
e very they infiſted, that the Counſel for the fitting Member ſhould 
ſo that proceed to juſtify the Return, before the Merits of the 
"ole in Election ſhould be proceeded upon: As to which Point 
Order, the Counſel for the fitting Member were heard by way of 


Anſwer, and the Counſel for the Petitioner by way of Re- 


Reply, phy; and then the Counſel on both Sides being, according 

y new WH to Direction, withdrawn, the following Motion was made, 

g theit dix. as 

emains That the Couuſel for the fitting Member be directed to pro- 4 Motion. 
alating cer, in order to juſtify the Return for the Borough of Flint, 

f ſome BM before the Merits of the Election are proceeded upon. | 


Upon this Motion there was a long Debate, and the Diviſion. 
Queſtion being at laſt put, it was carried in the Negative, 
2 RD | 

After which, the further Hearing of the Matter of the 
lad Petition was ordered to be adjourned to Tue/Zay then 
next; when the Counſel for the Petitioner proceed in their 


ly after 
etition 
Ir Johr 
Return 
vas pre. 


hat the Evidence ; and having propoſed to qualify ſeveral Perſons, 
Tueſday, Whoſe Votes for the Petitioner appeared, upon the original 
put off Poll taken at the ſaid Election, to have been diſallowed by 
J to the the returning Officers, they examined Benjamin Hughes, one 
the Pe df the Church-Wardens of the Pariſh of Flint, at and be- 


cerning 
gent for 
ie ſtand- 


fore the Time of the ſaid Election, in order to qualify one 
of the ſaid Perſons; and a Paper being by the ſaid Witneſs 
produced, pur porting to be the Church and Poor Rate for 


reſtrai- Wy the Borough of Flint in the Year 1733, the Counſel for 
fore the the ſiting Member (having croſs-examined him, and exa - 
ng E rined a Witneſs in relation to the faid Paper) objected to 
to ſerve tte admitting of that Paper in Evidence: As to which 
arent Odjection, the Counſel for the Petitioner were heard by 
minati 


Way of Anſwer, and the Counſel for the fitting Member | 
by way of Reply ; and then the Counſel on both Sides be- 


rd ; an ng, by Direction, withdrawn, the following Motion was 
ng pie made, biz. 8 

mb , Dat the Paper produced by Benjamin Hughes be admitted 
nined fe. 


in Evidence, as the Rate for the Church and Poor of the Bo- 


turning g of Fl t 5 5 
10 pl f Flint for the Year 1 2 = Lion 
a 
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The Hearing 


adjcur ned. 


Wiineſſes exa- 


| mined, 


Reje Zed. 


7e H. ar 


adjourned, - 


Reſumed, 


_ peared, upon the original Poll taken at the ſaid Eiection, to 
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Upon this Motion there was likewiſe a Debate, but upon 
the Queſtion's being put, it was carried in the Negative; 
and then the further Hearing of this Matter was ordered 
to be adjourned till Turſday Morning then next. 
On that Day the Counſel for the Petitioner examined 
ſeveral Witneſſes, and prodyced Evidence, in order to 
qualify ſeveral Perſons, whoſe Votes for the Petitioner ap. 


touching 
[Qualific 
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have been difallowed by the returning Officers ; and on the 
Tueſday following, being April 5, they examined ſeveral 
Witneiles, and produced Evidence, in order to add to the 
Poll of the Petitioner ſeveral Perſons, who offered to vote 
for him at the ſaid Election, but were refuſed by the return- 
ing Officers; and having propoſed to add to the faid Poll | 
Matthias Rogers, by proving that his Landlord paid cot 
and Lot for the Tenement, in which the ſaid Matthias Rv 
gers inhabited, they thereupon acquainted the Houtie, that 
they intended to offer the like Proof, as to the other Per. 
ſons; upon Which they were directed to withdraw, and upon 
their being withdrawn, the following Motion was made, <!z, 

That the Inhabitants of the ſeveral Boroughs of Flint, 
Rhydland, Caerwys, Caerguerley, and Overton (including 
Knolton and Overton-Foreign) renting Lands or Tenements, 
for which the Landlords thereof only pay Scot and Lot, Pact a 
Right to woe in the Election of a Purgeſs to ſerve in Parlia- 
ment for the Borough of Flint in the County of Flint. 

Upon this Motion there was allo a long Debate, and the 
previous Qneſtion being propoſed, w2z. Whether the 


Queſtion fhonld be then put? It was upon a Dieiſion On 
carried in the Negative by 149 to 115 ; fo that there was lumed, 
no Queſtion put upon the Motion : After this tne Counſel ther te 
were again cafled in, when they proceeded in their Eu. Witne 
dence, by examining Witneſſes, and producing Evidence, in veral | 
order to add to the Poll of the Petitioner the ſaid Matthias the ſa 
Rovers, and ſeveral other Perſons, who offered to vote for alter \ 
the Petitioner at the ſaid Election, and were retuſed by the Evide 
returning Officers, Ty lor th 
Next Morning, the Houſe, according to Order, pro- On 
ceeded to the further hearing of the ſaid Matter, when the ber ſy 
Counſel for the Petitioner examined ſeveral Witneſſes an Petitic 
produced Evidence, in order to diſqualify ſeveral Perſons, fevera 
who voted for the fitting Member; alter which the further Juſtify 
Hearing was ordered to be adjourned to Tue/dy the 198 "699 
on Account of Eafter Holy Days. - _ we 
Accordingly, on the 19th, the Houle reſumed tſe Ha 
Hearing of the {aid Matter, and the Countel for the AY em 
Member being heard, they examined {ſeveral Witnelles Tetur; 


touching 


C237] 
touching the Occaſion of examining upon Oath into the Auno 10. Geo. 
[Qualification of the Electors, and of protecting the Poll; II. 17 36-7. 


and touching the Threats and abuſive Language offered to A 
the returning Officers, and an Aſſault upon one of them; RE, 


upon 
tive; 


dered | 


nined and the Declaration of the Number of Votes, and the 
ler to Demand of a Scrutiny ; and the Manner of declaring the 
er ap- WW Majority, and other Tranſactions at and after the Election: 
on, to And the Record of Ny Prius upon an Information proſe- 


cated againſt Riebard Milliams, Clerk, for the ſaid Aſſault 
upon Jahn Roberts, one of the returning Officers, being 


Jn the 
everal 


to the produced; the Verdict of the Jury, by whom the ſaid 

o vote Richard Williams was convicted of the ſaid Aſſault, was Adjourned. 
*eturn- read: After which the further Hearing was ordered to be 

d Poll MW xcjourned till next Morning. 


d Scot 
as No. 
e, that 
er Pers 
d upon 
e, ix. 


Flint, 


Next Day, and the Day following, the Counſel. for the More Wit. 
iting Member examined ſeveral Witneſſes, and produced neſſes exa- 
Evidence, in order to diſqualify ſeveral Perſons, whoſe ;zined. 
Votes for the Petitioner appeared, upon the original Poll 
taken at the ſaid Election, to have been diſallowed by the 
returning Officer, and whom the Petitioner's Counſel had 
endeavoured to qualify ; and in order to diſqualify ſeveral 


cluding Perſons, who offered to vote for the Petitioner at the ſaid 
enen, WM EieQion, and were refuſed by the returning Officers, and 
hace a whom the Counſel for the Petitioner had endeavoured to 
Parlua- add to his Poll; and likewiſe they examined ſeveral Wit- 


neſſes, in order to juſtify the Votes of ſeveral Perſons 


ind the Who voted for the fitting Member, and whom the Counſel 


er the for the Petitioner had endeavoured to diſqualify. 

Jiviſion On Tueſday the 26th, when this Affair was again re- %% Hearing 
re was WNW funed, the Counſel for the fitting Member proceeded fur- reſumed. 
Jounlel WM ther to juſtify, as laſt mentioned; and then they examined 


jr Evi. Witneſſes, and produced Evidence, in order to qualify ſe- 


:nce, in I \eral Perſons who offered to vote for the fitting Member at 
laithias the ſaid Election, and were refuſed by the returning Officers; 
rote for alter which they examined ſeveral Witneſſes, and produced 
| by the Evidence, in order to diſqualify ſeveral Perſons, who voted. 


br the Petitioner at the {aid Election. 


r, pro- On Thurſday the 28th, the Counſel for the ſitting Mem- Counſel for 
1en the ber ſummed up their Evidence: Then the Counſel for the t-e fitting 
fles and etitioner were heard by way of Reply; and examined Member Jum 
Perions, ſeveral Witneſſes, and produced Evidence, in order to % 4%, Ev 
further Jlify the Votes of ſeveral Perſons, who voted for the Peti- dence. 

e 191th, toner at the ſaid Election, and whom the Counſel for the 


ung Member had endeavoured to diſquality ; and alſo to 


ed the Bi Ulqualify ſeveral Perſons, who offered to vote for the ſitting 
: fic ember at the ſaid Election, and who were refuſed by the 
/ brew turning Officers, and whom the Counſel for the ſitting 
ouch Re 
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hen into Con- 
fideration. 


Motion for a 
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Committee 


for the ſame. 


zng Member. 


the Houſe, wiz. | 


"That a Sum, not exceeding 4 J. per Man per Month, ſol 
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Member had endeavoured to add to his Poll; and al is ihe alloy 
diſcredit and contradict ſeveral Witneſſes, examined on the Months 
Part of the ſitting Member: After which, Part of the In. a Sum, 
formation proſecuted againſt Richard Williams, Clerk, for granted 
the Aſſault upon John Roberts, one of the returning Offcer, Meluding 
was read; and the Counſel for the Petitioner having finiſh On t 
their Reply, the Counſel] on both Sides were ordered o be Nec 
withdraWw. : of regu! 

Thus the Hearing of the Matter of the ſaid Petition be. and me 
ing finiſhed, and the Counſel withdrawn, the following chat th 
Motion was then made, viz. Guards 

That Sir George Wynne, Bart. is duly elected a Burr; und Je 
zo ſerve in this preſent Parliament, for the Borough of Flint Invalid: 
in the County of Flint. 5 panies e 
Whereupon, Sir George Wynne, the fitting Member, Men, 


having been firſt heard in his Place, and afterwards with. {That a 
drawn, as uſual in ſuch Caſes, there enſued a long Debate; be gran 
and the Queſtion being at laſt put, it was carried in the fad 17, 


Affirmative upon a Diviſion, by 158 to 17. bs. 59 
Having thus, as we propoſed, given our Readers a full bis Ma 


Account of the Proceedings upon controverted Election, n ar 


this Seſſion, we ſhall now proceed to give an Account of A ape 
more important Debates. „ Yer 1. 

February 3d, The Houſe proceeded to take into Con. This 
fideration the Speech of the Lords Commiſſioners, appointed MiM/ ney 
by his Majeſty for holding that Parliament, to both by Sir 
Houſes of Parliament, and the ſame being again read by bert! 
Mr. Speaker, a Motion Was made, That a Supply ſhould to avoi 
be granted to his Majeſty ; whereupon 'twas reſolved, That head, v 
the Houſe ſhould next Morning reſolve itſelf into a Com- 811 
mittee of the whole Houſe, to conſider of the ſaid Motion. Wha 

On the 4th, the Order of the Day being read, for the ray e. 
Houſe to reſolve itſelf into the ſaid Committee, the {aid than t. 
Speech of the Lords Commiſſioners was ordered to be fe. ment, 


ferred to the ſame; and the Houſe having then reſolved than a 


itſelf into the ſaid Committee, they reſolved, 

That it was the Opinion of that Committee, that a Sup- 
Ply ſhould be granted to his Majeſty ; which was on tie 
Monday following reported and agreed to by the Houſe . 
mine contradicente. | 1 

On the gth, the Houſe, according to Order, reſolved 
itſelf again into the ſaid Committee, and came to the follo. 
ing Reſolutions, which were reported, and all agreed to bf 


That ten thouſand Men ſhould be employ'd for the Sed 
Service for the Year 1737, beginning from Far. 1, 1736: 


10 ebe allowed for maintaining the ſaid 10,000 Men for 13 Ano 10. Ges. 
In the Months, including the Ordnance for Sea Serwice : And that II. 1736-7. 


1e In. : Sum, not exceeding 219, 201 J. 65. 5 d. ſhould be 
k, for granted to his Majeſty for the Ordinary of the Navy (in- 
fcers, Mic luding half Pay to the Sea Officers) for the Year 1737. 
nid On the 18th, Miliam Young, in a ſhort Speech ſhewed 
red to de Neceſſity there was for keeping up the ſame Number 
of regular Forces that were kept up the proceeding Year, 
on he. and moved, That it be reſolved by the ſaid Committee, 
owing bat the Number of effective Men to be provided, for 


Bureeſ 
Flint 


Guards and Garriſons in Great Britain, and for Guernſey 
and Jerſey, for the Year 1737, ſhould be (including 1815 
lmalids, and 555 Men, which the fix independent Com- 
panies conſiſt of for the Service of the Highlands) 17,704. 


-mber, Men, Commiſſion and Non-Contmiſſion Officers included: 

with That a Sum, not exceeding 647,549 J. 115. 3 4 4 ſhould 

eb:te; be granted to his Majeſty, for defraying the Charge of the 

in the bid 17,704 Men: That a Sum, not exceeding 215,710 J. 


s 2 full 
tions, 
unt of 


bs. 5d } ſhould be granted to his Majeſty, for maintaining 
his Majeſty's Forces and Garriſons in the Plantations, Mi- 
mrca and Gibraltar, and for Proviſions for the Garriſons at 
Amapolis Royal, Canſo, Placentia, and Gibraltar, for the 
Year 1737. 


o Con- This Motion being objected to by Sir John Barnard, Mr. Speech 4. 
pointed Pultney and others brought on a Debate, which was manag'd gainſt the 
o both by Sir William Young, the Honourable Henry Pelham, Sir Motion. 
read by bert Walpole, and others for the Motion, whoſe Arguments, 

ſhould to avoid Repetition of what we have already ſeen on that 

d, That . we ſhall give the Reader in one connected Speech. 

x Come IR, peo | 

Motion. Whatever impraQicable Notions ſome Gentlemen 

for the may entertain, I believe there is no Maxim more true, 


he faid 
be re- 
reſolved 


tian that Force is neceſſary for the Support of Govern- 
ment, And this Force, in its own Nature, can be no other 
than a Military Force. For in every Society it is ab- 
folutely neceſſary to have a certain Number of Men pro- 
perly armed and diſciplined, for protecting the Society 
I nſt foreign Invaſions, as well as for preventing the 
Weak from being oppreſſed by the Mighty, and for putting 
tie Laws of the Society in Execution againſt Offenders of 
every Rank aud Degree. Tho' this Force, Sir, as kept 
lp by our Anceſtors, is now deny'd by ſome to have been 
i Military Force, yet a very little Conſideration will teach 
Us that it was properly ſo. It conſiſted chiefly of the Mi- 


t a Sup- 
on the 
uſe M. 


reſolved 
follows 
d to b/ 


the 50 ua of every Country, who for that Reaſon were all pro- 
, 1730: ry armed and diſciplined, and obliged to anſwer the 
l, ſol Ml of thoſe who had the Gommand over them ; but of 


lat ter 


1 


— 
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Anno 10. Geo, latter Ages, and ſince Mankind have begun to apply then. 
II. 1736 7. ſelves to Arts and Induſtry, they have neglected to breed 
299 themſelves up to Arms and Military Diſcipline, and there. 


fore - it has been found necefiary in moſt, and elpe. 
cially in our neighbouring Countries, to provide and man. 
tain a certain Number of Men, whoſe chief Buſineſs it i 
to breed themſelves up to the Art of War, and who for 
that Reaſon are called regular Troops. To them the 
Defence of the Society both againſt Invaſions from without 
and Inſurrections from within, is chiefly intruſted, and by 


that means the reſt of the People of the Society are en. 


bled to purfue Trade, Manufactures, Agriculture, and 
other induſtrious Employments, with greater Application 
and Aſſiduity than they could poſſibly do, if they were 
every now and then obliged to withdraw from their Ia. 
bour, in order to learn their Exerciſes as Soldiers, or to 
march againſt a foreign or domeſtic Enemy. 

This, Sir, is the chief Reaſon that Arts and Sciences 
have of late flouriſhed ſo much in Europe, and it is by thi 
Method only that Trade and Induſtry can be ſupported and 
encouraged in this Kingdom; therefore I ſhall not ſuppoſe 
that any Gentleman will be againſt our keeping up any 
Number of regular Troops. The only Queſtion that can 
come this Day properly before us, is, What Number of rt 


gular Troops may be ſufficient for protecting ibis Iland' again 


any foreign Invaſion, and for ſupporting our Government in 


the Execution of the Laws of their Country? With reſped 


to this Queſtion, Sir, we ought to conſider, that in a free 


Country as this is, and, I hope, will for ever remain, tho 


every Man enjoys many Advantages by the Conſtitution, 
yet that private Good is, and always muſt be, attended wit 
this public Inconvenience. It muſt farther be owned, that 
it begets and ſupports Parties, Factions, and Diviſions 


among the People in general; and when the Government 


is not provided with a ſufficient Military Force for a fe- 
ceſſary and juſt Support, thoſe Parties and Factions are apt 
to come to Extremes: The Diſcontented, Jet the Motives 
of their Diſſatisfaction be never ſo unreaſonable, are apt io 
raiſe Inſurrections, and to break out into open Rebel ion, 
when by the Imbecility of the Government they conce!\s 
Hopes of obtaining, by Force, thoſe Ends which they ne, 
ther were intitled to, nor could obtain, by the Laws 9 


their Country; the neceſſary Conſequence of which 15 


that the People are always expoſed to the Misfortunes of! 
Civil War; and in ſuch a Caſe we have in our own Hilo!) 


. melancholy Proofs, that the prevailling Party but ſeldom 
ſhews any great Regard to that very Conſtitution, the Saß. 
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them. port .“ which was at firſt, perhaps by both Sides, made uno 10. Geo. 
breed the {ſoit Pretence for engaging in War. 111236 7. 
there. To this general Conſideration, Sir, we ought to add ano- 0 
elpe. ther which is peculiar to this Kingdom: It is not only pe- | 
main. culiar to this Kingdom, but is in itſelf of a moſt peculiar 
ls it iz and a moſt extraordinary Nature. In this free, this happy 
ho for Country, we have a Party amongſt us, and a conſiderable 
m the Party too, who are every Day labouring to deſtroy that 
1thout, Freedom to which only they owe their very Exiſtence as a 
and by Party, who are every Day contriving Plots for putting an 
e enz. End to that Happineſs in which they themſelves ſhare. 
e, and e When I fay this, I believe, I need not tell Gentlemen, I 
cation mean the Facobites and Papiſis in the Kingdom, I believe 
y were or at leaſt I wiſh that this Party has not of late gained 
eir La. Ground among the better Sort, but I am afraid, Sir, it is 
or to owing only to the dread of a Military Force, that the in- 
feror Rank of People are kept ſo quiet as they have of 
ciences late Years been. But, Sir, Jam far from thinking the 
by this BW Principles of Facobitiſm to be quite extint even among 
ted and the better Sort. If we ſhould leave the Government un- 
a ppoſe provided of a ſufficient Military Force, it would imme- 
up any ately revive their Hopes; and if they ſhould again break 
hat can out in open Rebellion, they would certainly be joined by 
r of . al the Abandoned, the Profligate, and the Deſperate, who 
again vill generally chuſe that Side, as being that from which 
nent in they may expect the greateſt Reward in cafe of Succeſs; 
reſpet in which Caſe we ſhould again be obliged to fight for our 
a free WWW Liberties, and the moſt fortunate Event would be attended 
n, tho NN 9th great public Loſs, and with many private Calamities. 
itution, But ſetting aſide the general Intereſts of the Govern- 
ed with ment, I don't fee, Sir, as our common People are now diſ- 
d, that ud to Military Diſcipline, that even private Property can 
1vifions tow be ſecure againſt Rogues and Pilferers, if as in other 
roment i Countries they ſhould® form themſelves into Gangs. At 
rea ne- beat, Sir, there might be a great deal of Miſchief done, be- 
are apt bre they could be ſuppreſsd and brought to Juſtice. Then 
\[otives "th regard to Mobs and Tumults, we find by Experience, 
e apt to lat regular Troops are of great Uſe, not only for pre- 
bel ion, e enting any ſuch from happening, but for queiling and 
onceive liperſing them after they have happened, and that without 
ey nel. BN) great Miſchief's being done of either Side: Whereas 


aws 0 
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"Ve had no regular Troops to be employ'd in ſuch Ser- 


ich 1 des, tho! the Civil Power might perhaps at laſt be able 
es of 4 {0 put an End to the Tumult, and to ſeize and puniſh the 
Hiſtor ters; yet *tis certain, the Mob or Tumult would always 
ſeldom * gathered to a great Height before the Civil Power could 


he Sup 
pelt 


efeclually interpoſe. 
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With reſpe&, therefore, to the protecting o Lorle 
againſt Invaſions, I ſhall now, Sir, take the | 


& 2 i MONEY 0 
conſider what Effect our keeping, or our not keepiny, 
up a ſuſhcient Number of Land-Forces, might, #1 pg. 


bably would have upon our foreign Intereſts, and what 
ſtill more nearly concerns us. All our Neighbours, Sir, 
are highly ſenſible of the great Inequality between Mi. 
litia and regular Troops. Experience has often ſhewn 
what a vaſt Number of the former may be attacked 
and put to Flight by the latter, they therefore now put 
their only Conſidence in their regular Troops; and every 
Nation in Europe is now reſpected and eſteemed by the ret, 
in proportion to the Number of regular Troops they have 
in their Pay. Therefore, to preſerve that Reſpect and 


Eſteem which we ought always to have among our Neigb. 


bours, we ought to keep up a conſiderabie Body of regular 
well-diſciplined Troops; becauſe if any of our Neighbours 
ſhouid begin to deſpite us, they would of courſe begin to 
inſult, and perhaps to invade us. This, Sir, would keep 
our Sea Coaſts in a continual Alarm, and might expoſe 
many of our maritime Counties and Cities to be plunder'd 
and ravaged by a Handful of foreign Troops, landed in 
any Corner of the Iſland. T do not ſuppoſe, Sir, that a 
Handful of any Sort of Troops would be able to conquer 


the Iſland; but if we had nothing but Militia to {end | 


ag inſt them, they might do us infinite Miſchicf, before ve 
could gather and form ſuch a Body of Militia as would be 
able to oppoſe them. = 8 = | 
From theſe Confiderations, Sir, I muſt be of Opinion, 
that it is no way conſiſtent with true Wiſdom and Policy,or 


with the Peace and Security of the People, to diminiſh the 


Number of regular Forces we have at preſent on Foot. 


It is the leaſt Number has been kept on Foot for man? | 


Years, and Experience has ſhewn us that from ſuch a Num- 
ber there are no Inconveniences to be apprehended; but en 
the contrary we have felt many good Efte&s from Keeping 
up that Number, and even from augmenting it now and 
then as Occaſion required, provided as has always been 
the Practice ſince the Acceſſion of his Ma jeſty's Royal 
Houle, they are likewiſe upon Occaſion reduced. It would 
be. too tedious to recapitulate all the Advantages we have 


from thence acquired; but in general it muſt be granted, 


we have for near theſe 20 Years enjoyed a moſt profound 


Tranquility both at Home and Abroad, which is chicily i0 | 


be attributed to our keeping up ſuch an Army as made our 
Enemies both at Home and Abroad ſtand in Awe, and '0 
the other prudent Meaſures which his Majeſty and his $10 
. | Yon 
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nous Father have during that Time purſued. Even but 44:9 10. Geo, 
ately, when the greatelt Part of Europe were involved in II. 1736-7. 

ping, War, we were left at Liberty to purſue our Trade through WWYNY 
1 0 all Parts of the World in Peace and perfect Security; and 


ople 
y 0 


What by the ſmall Addition we made to our Army, and the Aug. 
„Fit, mentation of our Fleet, we not only preſerved our own, 
Mi. but we contribute greatly to the reſtoring of the public 
mewn Tranquility ; nay more, we acquired Acceſſions of Trade 
acked that are of infinite Advantage to this Nation. In ſhort, Sir, 
put weſet Bounds to the ambitious Views of the Victorious, 
every and convinced them, that if they endeavoured to purſue 
e ret, their Conqueſts any further than was conſiſtent with pre— 
have krving the Balance of Power in Europe, we were not only 
} ond reſolved, but would be ready to interpoſe with ſuch a Force 
\cioh- s would be ſufficient to ſtop their Progreis. This, Sir, 
-ouar as what made them ſo ready to hearken to equitable 
\bours Terms, to Terms which did not eſſentially vary from the 
gin to wiſe Plan his Majeſty, in conjunction with his Allies the 
| keep States General, had been pleaſed to propoſe for reſtoring the 
-xpole Tranquillity of Europe. 
nderd Since therefore we have experienced ſo many Advantages 
led in from keeping up the preſent Number of regular Forces, 
that 2 ince we have felt the Expence to be but inconſiderable, 
Inguer and the Inconveniency none; ſince no Danger can be ap- 
o fend pretended during his *preſent Majeſty's Reign, I cannot 
ore we think any Gentleman of this Houſe would be for dimi- 
ud be nilging the Number, even tho' there were no particular Rea- 
lon at preſent ſubſiſting for keeping up the ſame Number 
"11300, ve had laſt Year. £ | 
icy,0r Bat, Sir, there are in my Opinion three very ſtrong Rea- 
iſh the bons peculiar to the preſent Times for continuing the ſame 
Foot. Number at leaſt for this next enſuing Year, two of which are 
many of a foreign, and the third ofa domeſtic Nature, There is, 
Num. ts true, no War at preſent ſubſiſting between any of the 
but on Chriſtian Princes or States of Europe; with reſpect to any 
ceping ſuch War the public Tranquillity may properly be ſaid to 
W and be reſtored ; but it cannot be ſaid that the Tranquility of 
s been Europe is altogether reſtored, nay, that it may not upon a 
Royal very trifling and impoſſible to be foreſeen Event be diſturbed. 
would The Muſcovites are already engaged in a War againſt the 
> have aut, and 'tis more than probable the Emperor's Arms will 
ranted, WW bon be turned the ſame Way. As yet the other Powers of 
ofound che ſeem to have nothing but peaceable Inclinations to 
cy 0 al public Appearance; but we do not know how long 
ide our that ſerene Appearance may hold: There are ſome of them 
and 10 Who have ſeldom long remained at Quiet, when they found 
nis go. tue Emperor involved in a War with the Turks ; and if 


Tous Hh 2 they 
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Anno 10. Geo, they do not take the Opportunity for attacking the En 


II 1736 7. prror, it is to be a | 7 
. it is pprehended they may think ! 
Opportunity for making Incroachments ns bo of | 


ed 1tious 
hut whil 
n us to 


| | their Neighbours: Tho? perhaps 
intended directiy againſt cls Nitioh, 1 : Som, 
put ourſelves cut of a Capacity to fulfil the 105 ci : = 
which our own Intereſts and our Treaties point = mag wo 
ſuch Encroachment ſhould be attempted, whether 180 in 
— Def 35 our Neighbours. = os 1 6 
Beſides, Sir, as the Syſtem of Affairs i „ "typ 
be very much altered og the late N n my x wy 
peror and France, and as the Terms of that Treaty are as 2 . 
in ſome meaiure a Secret to the Public, who will ike ö 1 wo 
upon him to ſay, but that there may be {ome ſecret 00 _ 
ventions between thoſe two Powers, which may be Giind ey 
prejudicial to the Neighbours of both? In weh a cal 4 
that Treaty, inſtead of being a Foundation for eſtabliſhing 3 
_ _ Tranquillity, would prove a Ficebrand bi = 
_—_ ling, perhaps, the moſt general and the moſt furious iq 85 
| ar Fenn ever was in Europe: A War, in which this Nation "a : 
OY OM _ being one of the principal Parties con- | 81 f 
ha and therefore, I muſt think we cannot with Safety As J 
rip any of the Forces we have at preſent on Foot, tiil any 
8 ew Syſtem of Affairs is thoroughly underſtood, and it ike * 
oniequences ſeen through, which they cannot be till all tte or ſh 
ſecret Articles of that Treaty are fully diſcovered. | xk 
1 The third Reaſon for keeping up the ſame Number of dyn 
chang at teaſt for this enſuing Year, is, as I have {aid, of a 0 10 
5 ome ic Nature, and founded upon that Spirit of Diicon- egula 
ent and Diſſatisfaction, which has been ſo induilrionſly pred 5 ; 
om the whole Nation, and has of late produced Mobs, yp 
: iots, and J'umults, almoſt in every Corner of the King: ic 
OM. Jam perſuaded every Gentleman that hears me will allen! 
on with me in ſaying, his Majeſty's Government, erer 100 : 
ince he came to the Crown, has been ſo mild and juit that uſt 0 
no Man can really have the leaſt Reaſon to complain. It 4 : 
3 with Juſtice be ſaid his Majeſty has ever attempted « T. 
= leaſt Incroachment upon the Liberties and Privileges of mon | 
hs Ny in general, far leſs can any private Man complain nd 
: on e has met with Injuſtice or Oppreflion ; yet there 5 lch a ( 
us 8 Spirit of Diſſatis faction and Sedition gone forth, that dtandin; 
Fe 'owermolt Rank of our People are every where ready f kee; 
may — the Face of the Civil Magiftrate ; and even the 120 
s T7 the whole Legiſlature. Thoſe Ads, Sir, that babe Ooty 
y almoſt every Gentleman in this Houſe been allowed to be In ſuch 
for the general Good. have been moſt heinouſly ip ſulted, e mu 
and miſrepreiented, I ſhall not pretend to ſhew bow th" bom 
| {edigiow belore 
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En, ditions Spirit has been ra iſed, or to what it is chiefly owing; Anno 10. Geo. 
roper it while it continues, I muſt ſay, it would be very unwiſe II. 1736. 
er of Mios to diſmiſs any Part of our regular Army; for if we can 
ay be ut keep the People quiet till they have Time to think and 
10t to onder, the Ferment will ſubſide when they find their Diſ- 7 
ment; ſatistkaction groundleſs, This may probably be the Effect 
{ any pf keeping up our Army for the enſuing Year; becauie 


} OUT» 


1 that Time the Minds of the People may be quieted, 
ind while we have ſuch an Army, thoſe who are diſ- 


ms o ed will not dare to take any Advantage of the Diſ- 
Em ontents they have raiſed, nor will they dare to puſh thoſe 
as yet ey have ſeduced upon any violent Meaſures : Whereas, if 
ake it 


e ſtould at this Juncture diſband any great Part of our Army, 


Con. te diſbanded Soldiers would probably join with the Diſcon- 


found ented, which might produce Conſequences I tremble to 
cue, hink of; but this Houſe will, I hope, prevent my Fears, 
liſning agreeing to the Motion for this Reſolution. 

id for 


| The Speakers againſt the Motion were William Pultney, $4, ahers a- 
furious la; Sir John Barnard, Mr. Shippen, Mr. Sandys, with gain 

Nation 

S Con: 
Safety 
of, tül 
and its 


all tie 


the 
hers; and their Arguments were to the following Effect. ct Mr. 
„ | Pultney, Sir 
As I am not, nor do intend to ſpeak againſt our keeping . Barnard, 
pany Standing- Army at all, I have no preſent Occaſion to Fr. Shipper, 
ake Notice of the Arguments that have been made uſe of . Sand)s, 
or ſewing the indiſpenſable Neceſſity of ſuch a Meaſure : 
dwever, leſt it ſhould be thought, that J am likewiſe of 
Opinion, that a Government cannot now be ſupported, nor 
de Laws put in Execution, without a Body of what we call 


ber of 
d. of 3 


Diſcon: egular Troops, and which were unknown in the Times 
perl den the Spirit of our Conſtitution was beſt underſtood, 

Mobs ermit me to give ſome Reaſons for my being of a contrary 
> King: enment. I know, Sir, that all our Neighbours have now 


me will alen into a Method of keeping up a large Body of regular 


oops; but it is not for the ſole Reaſon, that ſuch Troops 
ul always have a great Superiority over Militia, or that a 
Wernment cannot be ſupported without the Aſſiſtance of 


tempte ich Troops; it is becauſe among moſt of them, I may ſay 

eges of Prong all of them, ſome ſort of abſolute and arbitrary 
2m plan erernment has been lately introduced; and for ſupporting 

there 5 Wi: Government, it is abſolutely neceſſary to keep up a. 

th, 1 Mnding-Army. But there was a time, Sir, when the Practice 

e re 


df keeping up a Body of regular Troops for the Purpoſes | 
2 Government and Miniſtry, was as little known in theſe i 
Wntries as till within theſe ſixty Years they were in ours. 8 | 
uch a Country a Body of regular Troops muſt always | 
* Much preferable to a Body of their Militia, moſt of 
em we may ſuppoſe never touched a Sword or a Gun, 


Kore it was put into their Hands upon that Occalion; 
but 


ven the 
lat have 
ed to be 
inſulted, 
o thn 
ſeditious 


U 


Auno 10. Geo. but in a Country where no regular Army is kept up, and 
II. 1736-7. proper Care taken to exerciſe and diſcipline the Militia, and 


improved by a State of Lazineſs and Idleneſs, which far 
ſome Years paſt has been the Caſe of our Army. 


cCiſes, he is as good a Soldier as he ever can be without ſee- 


7 c . = 20 
mercenary Troops can have, after a Peace of 20 ® ?) 
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fears D 


to infule a martial Spirit into all their Subjects in general,! ths 
can ſee no Reaſon why a Body of Men, who have for ſeren nuch ſu 
Years been bred to hard Labour, to the Uſe of Arme, aud ut | car 
to military Diſcipline, without any Pay, ſhonld not be bo nev 
good as a Body of Men bred up for the fame Time to Mil. Mer: of 
tary Diicipline, with Pay, and by Reaion of that Pay, bred t never 


up in Lazineſs and Idleneis: On the contrary, I ſhould 
think the former wonld be better able to endure the ha. 
tigues of War; and I am certain no Man's Courage was erer 
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A Soldier, Sir, may learn all his Exerciſes to Perfection in 
3 or in 6 Months; and after he is once Maſter of his Exer- 


ing Action. He may then make as good a Figure at a Be. 
view as the oldeſt Veteran; but for making a good Figure 
ina Day of Battle, it depends upon the Courage and the 
Experience of the Soldier, neither of which, but eſpecially 
the latter, can be acquired any other Way than by having 
been frequently in Action. Therefore, Sir, I ſee no Realan 
why a Militia may not be as ſerviceable as our preſent 
Army, ſince they might have all the Advantage which regu 
lar 'I'roops can enjoy except Experience in Action, witch 
our Army knows almoſt as little of as our Militia, Now 
with reſpect to the Military Exerciſes, and to the making df 
a Figure at a Review, I believe a Man, who is five Days 
the Week at Plow, or any other induſtrious Employment, 
and two Days at his Military Exerciſes, may in half a Ven 
or a Year, become as much Maſter of the latter, as he that 
is two Days of the Week at his Military Exerciſes, and the 
other five ſotting or carouſing at an Ale-Houſe or Gir-\t0p, 
Upon the whole, Sir, I will venture to ſay, that if the Mi- 
litia of this Country, or any Country where the Spirit of the 
People has not been broke by Arbitrary Power, were pio. 


perly regimented, and put under the Command of Gen Midable 
men of Honour and Courage, inftead of being commande led, | 
by Shoemaker: and Taylors, they might in a Year or tub b b hear 
as properly called regular Troops, as any mercenary Reger Tr 
ment can be, which is compoſed of Officers and Soldiers, who e Stan 
never had Occaſion to look an Enemy in the Face, unles 1 bough. 
was a Gang of Smugglers, or a Mob of Pick- pockets; 4 lf Peac 
while there is a Man in the Kingdom, who has been ute ot! 
Action, a Regiment of Militia would have as good a Ciuncl ilorer, 


County 
arge C 


to have ſome of them among them, as any Regiment“ 


Yeais 


127 
p, and 
ia, and 


era, n Soldiers who have been frequently in Action, may be 


eren uch ſuperior to a Regiment of the beſt diſciplined Militia ; 
©, ander! cannot admit that a Regiment of mercenary Troops, 

de u bo never ſaw an Enemy, has any Advantage over a Regi— 
0 Mil. 


nent of Militia, well diſciplined and properly commanded : 
It never can be thought that there is any Difference in the 
oodneſs of the Men; and if there is not, I can't for my 
Life find out where the Preference ſhould be given to the 
gular Troops. For which Reaſon I ſhall always be of 
Opinion, that a Country may be governed, the Laws exe- 
ted, and the People protected both againſt Invaſions and 
nurrections, by a regular Militia, as well as by a mercenary 


umy; and in a free Country I am ſure the former is a much 
pore proper Defence than the latter, 
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t a Re- What we now call Regular Troops, or Standing - Forces, 

Figure ve produced, and always will produce, the moſt fatal Con- 
ad . kquences in every Country where they are kept up. In 
pecially 


ach Countries the People in general not only neglect, and 
awe no Encouragement to breed themſelves up to the Uſe of 
ums and martial Diſcipline, but they are taught from their 


having 
 Rexſan 
preſent 
ch regu 
„Which 
Now 


king of 


neans the braveſt, the moſt warlike People may, in the 
pace of one Century, be rendered the mot daſtardly and 
teminate, They put their whole Truſt in what they call 
heir Army; and if that Army happens by the Chance of 


Days of War to be cut off, there is no finding another that dares 

nem look a victorious Enemy in the Face, which is the Reaſon 

| : 130 bat every ſuch Country has at laſt become an eaſy Prey to 
je tha 


Jome foreign Invader: Whereas, in a Country where they 
pave no Army to truſt to, the Government mult neceſſarily 

ke care of the Militia, the whole People are bred Soldiers 
von their Infancy, and an invading Enemy finds them like 
the Hidra's Heads; if they have the good Fortune to cut 


| and the 
the M. 
it of the 
ere pro- 
(0111 able grow up in its ſtead ; for ſuch a People may be 


1 1012010 ed, but they cannot be conquered. I am ſurprized, Sir, 
tuo b Pear it faid, that Arts and Sciences cannot be promoted, 
ry Reg Wor Trade and Induſtry encouraged, but by the keeping up 
jers, Wo i dtanding-Armies, tor I have often heard, and often 
1 Mouoht that Standing - Armies are deſtructive to all the Arts 
51.4 keace. It may as well be ſaid, that neither the one nor 


e other can flouriſh but in Countries where Arvitrary 
"ment is eſtabliſhed ; for Arbitrary Power has in all 
"tries been the certain Coniequence of keeping up a 
aße Standing-Army. In ſuch Countries they may 15 

5 the 


4 Chance 
ument of 
O or 30 

Veals 


Inancy to tremble at the Name of a Soldier; by which 


n one Army, they immediately find another more for- 


736.7. 


ear Duration. I ſhall readily grant, Sir, that a Regiment Ayo 10. Geo: 
Veteran Soldiers, a Regiment compoſed chiefly of Officers II. 1 


pm 10 Geo. 
II. 17 26-7, 


WW YN. 
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the good Luck to have a Prince, or an Adminiftraticn, b e P 


encourages Arts and Sciences, and protects 'T'rade and In. may I 
duftry ; but that Period is generally of no long Conticuuuce Ls 


and Barbariſm, Ignorance, and Idleneſs always ſucceed, In to its 
this Kingdom we know that Arts and Sciences were int. bey 
duced, and Trade and Induſtry eſtabliſhed, long before de Coun 


had ſuch a Thing as a Standing-Army ; and I believe, Sr ing u 


Gentlemen will find, that ſince the Nation has been at e 97 ! 
Trouble and Expence of keeping up a Standing. Army, thoſe Men « 
Arts and Sciences have not at all gained Ground in thi my 0 
Country. | 1 begin 

In the Grecian and Roman Common-Wealths their Trade, Unt 
men and Labourers gained Laurels in the Field of haue Ls 
by their Courage, and returned to gain a Subliltence for ſhould 


themſelves and Families by their Induſtry ; but when they them, 


began to keep Standing-Armies, their Soldiers, tis true, for ulm 


ſome time gained Laurels in the Field, but they returned to depene 


would return with more Alacrity to their uſual Labour, 


better employ'd in that Way, than in ſotting at an Ale-Houle, 


Change of Manners is not to be introduced without tas 


| thoſe in Power, and a well-diſciplined Militia a moſt danget- 


every Government muſt have a Military Force for its Sub- 


Hands of an Adminiſtration, are very different, A legal 
and limited Government ought to be provided with a fte 


plunder, and at laſt to ſubdue their Country; which put an They 
End to their Freedom, and of courſe to every Thirg that they f 
was Praiſe-worthy among them. God forbid our Fate nl 
ſhould be the ſame! »Tis a Miſtake to imagine our Trude, en! 
men would be drawn away from their Labour by breeding gular 
them up to Military Diſcipline ; on the contrary they "50m; 
might be brought to uſe it as their Diverſion, and then they 2 
muſt b 
might 
to mal, 
I kn 
Licent 
moſitie 
true, n. 
ought! 
ſee ho! 
yulſion 
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be mor 
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In former Times our Holy-Days, and even Sundays, wer 
employ'd in the Exerciſe of the Long-Boaw and other warlike 
Diverſions ; and I muſt think that ſuch Days would be much 


or loitering in a Skettle or Nine-Pin Ground; but fucha 


Aſſiſtance of the Government, and ſome proper Laws for that 
Purpoſe; and I am convinced our Government will never 
afliit, as long as we furniſh them with a Standing-Army ; ot 
a Standing-Army is in all Countries a moſt uſefu] Thing t0 


ous Thing to thoſe who are graſping at more than they ougit 
to have. N WP: | 
I ſhall readily agree with the honourable Gentleman, chat 


port, and muſt make uſe of that Military Force when Ne- 
ceſſity requires. But the Military Force that is required for 
preſerving a People from Invaſion from Abroad, or Inſar- 
rection at Home, and that required for ſtrengthning Ut 


and legal Military Force depending upon the 
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to its preſent Eſtabliſhment, They are not free Subjects, 
they are Soldiers, not governed properly by the Laws of their 
Country, but by a Law made for them only; and all depend- 
ing upon the ſole Will and Pleaſure of the King. This 
may in Time make them look upon themſelves as a Body of 
Men different from the reſt of the People; and as they, and 
they only, have the Sword in their Hands, they may at laſt 
begin to look upon themſelves as the Lords, and not the Ser- 
yants of the People. They will obey and execute your 
laws whillt you make ſuch Laws as pleaſe them; but if you 
ſhould begin to make ſuch Laws as may be diſagreeable to 
them, they will neither execute nor obey your Laws; they 
vill make Laws for themſelwes, and one of the firſt, you may 
depend on't, will be, a Law for diflolving your Aſſembly: 
They have done ſo before, and they may do ſo again, if ever 


Tradez. 
F Pattie 
ence for 
1en they 
true, for 
urned to 


1 put an 1 | I : 

Rn [113] ſhould happen to be under an ambitious King or Ge- 
oe el neral. I know it may be ſaid our Militia depend as much 
Trade, pon the fole Will and Pleaſure of our Governor, as our Re- 
breeding gular Army ; but it is not to be ſuppoſed they would ſo 
ry they readily join in overturning the Laws of their Country, as a 
hen they Mercenary Army would, when properly yarbled, and if our 
Labom. AN Militia ſhould be brought under any new Regulations, which 
ys, wer nuſt be done, before they can be made uſeful, proper Care 


ke night be taken, for putting it out of che Power of any Man 


be wach make a bad Uſe of them. | 

e. Hock, Tknow it has been ſaid, that Liberty is attended with a 
at fucha Licentiouſnefs of Manners, which begets Factions and Ani- 
hout thel moſities againſt the Government; but admitting that to be 
1s for tbat de, no Argument drawn from the Abuſe of a good Thing, 
„ill never dught to ſerve for its being aboliſhed. Tho' I cannot at all 
-my ; fot ke how a free Country is more liable to dangerous Con- 
Thing u Wltions than an enſlaved one. In a Country where the Go- 

lt dangers ſernment is limited, and the People free, there may perhaps 


more room for Party and Faction, than in a Country where 


ney ought th g 4 
e Government is abſolute, and the People dare not com- 


nan, that Plain; but, Sir, even in a free Country, and under the moſt 
its Supe imited Government, while thoſe in Power do their Duty, 
chen Ne⸗ Wile they conſult the Inclinations of the People, and re- 
uired ot n from all manner of Oppreſſion either public or private, 
or Ina Party, no Faction can become dangerous to the Govern- 
ning the dent, tho' it has no Regular Troops to truſt to. Such a 

A legal fern ment will always have a great Majority of the People 
ith a fe their Intereſt, and tho' there may be ſome who, from pri- 


fole Wil "Me Views, may be diſſatisfied with the public Meaſures pur- 
aud You. IV, [1 ſued, 


and Pleaſure of the Governor ; a Military Force which he Ano 10. Ceo. 
may make uſe of for breaking, as well as for executing the II. 1736-7, 
Laws of his Country. Such 1s our Regular Army according A 


Ana 10. Geo, ſued, yet they will for their own Sakes remain quiet aud 
II. 1736-7. peaceable ; for no Man of common Senſe will riſe in Arms 


1 
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againſt an etabliſned Government, unleſs he is ſure not on 
of 2 genera: Diſcontent among the People, but that the ge. 
neral Diſcontent is got to ſuch a Height as to make the Ma. 
jority of the People ready to fly to Arms for their Relief oc Faction 
Pre ervation. Of this the glorious Reign of Queen EIA. plauſibl. 
beth is a moſt convincing Proof. I believe hardly an ment 0 
Hiſtory can parallel fo long a Reign ſo little diſturbed with MMWCountri 
*action ; yet if we conſider the Circumſtances that attended hope 
her Acceſſion to the Crown, we ſhall be ſurprized that her HVeople 
Reign was not torn with the molt violent Party Diviſions and ieren ot 
State Convulſions. One of the Steps of that glorious Queen MWlvery 
was to overturn the Religion ſhe found eſtabliſhed in her Pleſome 
Country, a Religion ſupported by a great Party at Home, Muy con 
and profeſſed and protected by the greateſt Part of Europe: Miſeeneral! 
At the ſame Time ſhe knew ſhe had a Pretender to her hereas 


Crown, and a moſt dangerous Pretender too, a Pretender inits of 
who was of the Religion then eſtabliſhed in the Country, a [ bel 
Pretender who was in Poſſeſſion of a Kingdom of her own, ouring 
a Kingdom within the ſame Iſland, and a Kingdom which hurch 
could vindicate the Rights of their Queen with as brave and nd Pa; 
as fierce Armies as ever marched from any Country; and Have, b 
what ſtill added to the Danger, the Pretender was not only we 
Queen of Scotland, but Wife to the Dauphin, and afterwards ew of 
to the King of France. From ſuch Circumſtances, what hole! 
Factions, what Commotions, what violent Convulſions were ed 
not to be apprehended ; yet that wiſe Queen, without any bit 
Standing- Army, eſtabliſhed herſelf upon the Throne, inder e 
eſtabliſhed the Religion ſhe profeſſed, triumphed over all ber Wi! the 
Enemies, and after a Reign of 43 Years tranſmitted the e wo 
Crown in Peace to her next lawful Succeſſor, without eve Plavery 
having been diſturbed by any Party or Faction's riſing n Wight 
Arms againſt her, except one in the North, and ſome fv iter t 
Commotions in /re/ard, neither of which ever became col: et of 
fderable. | oa | arty 1 
In a free Country, indeed, when thoſe in Power make! Inlels i 
weak or a wicked Uſe of their Power, or make any Attempts Hrbitra 
upon the Liberties of the People, a Party will certain) {MiſpeR 
form itſelf againſt the Government, and ſuch a Party as cat miſte 


ave tr 
f a di 
iniſte 
8 up 
reſent 
iniſt 
ith n 


not be withſtood but by means of a numerous and mercena!} 
Army; but in that Cale, Sir, the Government becomes 
the Faction, and as ſoon, Sir, as Government degeneratts 
into Faction, there is a Neceſſity for its bging ſupported by 
2 Standing-Army, for it can ſupport itſelf no other way, al 
it is by that way alone that it can deſtroy the Liberties 

. a People; ſome outward Forms may be preſerved, 5 


6231) 
t and | 
Arms 
t only beftowed upon thoſe who oppoſe the Government; but whe. 
Ie ge. ther they, or the Government, beſt deſerve the Name, de- 
e Ma. ends upon the Meaſures purſued by each. To prevent 


lief or Faction and civil Diſcord has in all Countries been the 
Ellas. plauſible Pretence of thoſe who ſecretly aimed at the Eſtabliſh- 
7 any nent of Arbitrary Power: In moſt of our neighbourin 

| with Countries that Pretence has had the wiſhed-for Succeſs, but 


tended 


J hope it never ſhall in this; for it is much happier for a 
at her 


ns and eren of Civil Wars, than to be in a continual State of 
Queen WWSlavery, A Civil War is an Impoſthume, it may be trou- 
in her leſome, it may be painful while it laſts, but it carries off 
Home, ny contagious Matter that may be lodged in the Body, and 
Lurche: enerally brings Health and Vigour for many Years after ; 


to her 


hereas deſpotic Power is an Ulcer, a Gangrene, which ad- 
etender 


hits of no Cure, nor can receive any Comfort. 


ntry, 4 ] believe, Sir, no Gentleman ever ſuſpected me as fa. 
r own, ouring Diſaffection to our preſent happy Conſtitution in 
| Which hurch and State. I have as bad an Opinion of Jacobi tes 
ave and nd Papiſis as any Gentleman of this Houſe can reaſonably 
y; and Wave, but I never thought that either our Faccbires or Pa- 
ot only were for eſtabliſhing Arbitrary Power: I am ſure very 
erwards Bev of them are. We maintained our Liberties when the 
s, what hole Nation were Papi/ts ; we may loſe them now we are 


ns were 
out any 
Throne, 


Fteſtants; and if we ſhould, it would make many Men 
y acobites who are very far from being ſo at preſent. People 
nder Oppreſſion always hope for Relief from any Change: 


r all her WW! the Liberties of this Country ſhould be once overturned, 
tred the de wort we could expect would be only changing one 
out erer Plvery for another. Even the trueſt Lovers of Liberty 
riſing in Wight be prompted by Revenge to become Facobites, in 


"me ſey Eder to diſappoint and puniſh thoſe who had cheated them 


ume cot: at of their Liberties. I do not believe there can ever be a 
arty in this Kingdom for eſtabliſhing Arbitrary Power, 

make 2 WWWilels it be our Miniſters and their Creatures. An Itch for 

Attempts WP 'oitrary Power ſeems, indeed, to be epidemical with 


certain] 
y as can. 
ercenarf 


ipect to that Sett of Men: Our Anceſtors have known 
niſters, Sir, who have been infected with it, and who 
ae tranſmitted the Infection down to their Succeſlors, tho' 


become e different Party and Intereſt. We may again have ſuch 
zenerates E liniſters; and for that Reaſon, chiefly, I am againſt keep- 
zorted V up a numerous Standing-Army, becauſe, according to its 
way , and reſent Regulation, it is too much under the Power of 
erties imiſters: And I own that I am for truſting no Miniſter 
but the ich my Liberty, Some Miniſter or other may ſome Time 


1i 2 Of 


people to be in a continual Danger of Civil Diſcord, or 


Corernment, in Subſtance, becomes from that Moment Ar. Anne 10. Ce. 
bitray. Faction is an ugly Name, in a free Country, always II. 


1730-7. 


(252) 
Arno 10. Geo. or other make uſe of it for attaining to that which ſo many 
| IT 1736 5. of them have ſeemed OY for. 5 | 5 
| ii There are, "us true, Sir, too many Rogues and Thieves 
pi! GEN > in the Kingdom; there are, I believe, donde great ones who 
are not yet diſcovered, but ] doubt much if a numerous 
Standing-Army will contribute either to their being eil. 
covered or puniſhed, With reſpect to any of thoſe little Pil. 
ferers that have of late been ſeized and hanged, I am fare 
it cannot be {aid the Army has been, in the leaſt, alliing, 
They have all been apprehended by the Country People, 
or by the common 'I hief-catchers ; which is a Trade,! 
hope no Gentleman of the Army will ever be deſired to un- 
deitake, unleſs the Thief be {ome Perſon of a very eminent 
Degree, I do not know that the Army has ever been em- 
ploy'd in any Sort of Thief-catching, except with reſped to 
thoſe Thieves called Smugglers; and the Reaſon of the 
Army's being neceſſary for that Purpole is, that our Taxes 
are ſo many and ſo high, and have been ſo long continued, 
that tie People begin to look upon Smuge/ers as their Friends, 
and therefore will not be concerned, nor run any riſk, in ap- 
prehendipg or oppoting them. And indeed, Sir, | think it 
ſhould be very unreaſonable if the Army was not uſeful in 
ſome ſhape or other, eſpecially to thoſe who keep it up. 
When our Soldiers ſerve againſt Snugglers, they ſerve their 
own immediate Maſters, and the Country People have 
learned to look upon that Service as proper to the Army. 
Buc if we had no Taxes but ſuch as the People thought res. 
ſonable, and if thoſe Taxes were applied to Ules which the 
People thought neceſſory for their Preſervation, they would 
be as ready to join the Hue and Cry againſt a Smuggler, as 
they are now againſt a Houſe-breaker or Highwayman, | 
am perſuaced there is nothing contributes ſo much co the In- 
creaſe of Criminals of all Sorts among us, as the great 
Number of Regular Troops we keep up; the common 
Soldiers mix among the Vulgar, and by their Example, 
they propagate a Spirit of Lewdnets, Idleneſs, and Extrave- 
gance in every Country and City of the Kingdom; I vil 
even ſome of the Officers may not in this Way be a little 
to blame. The Credit and Subſillence of a Merchant, 2 
Tradeſman, or a Labourer, depends upon his Character: 
If he gets the Character of a lewd, profligate Fellow, 10 
Man will truſt or employ him; for this Reaſon he 
obliged at leaſt to be a Hypocrite, and fo can do no Mil 
chief by his Example; but the Credit of a Soldier depend 
upon bis doing his Duty, and his Subſiſtence depends up 
his Pay; if he does his Duty he may be as lewd and pte. 
{ipate as he pleaſes, and as openly as he pleaſes, — 
| | quent“ 
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ently may do great Miſchief by his Example. In all 4 10. Ges. 


man 
! quntries the young and high-meralled are proud of keep- II. 1736-7. 


11eves ng Company with S0IGIts 3 they OS. 8 Vw 
$ Who nd ſoon begin to imitate them in their Vices; y ſo doing 
1erous hey lole their Characters, and when no Man will truſt or 
g eil. W&nploy them, if they cannot get into the Army, they mult 


«0h or ſteal for Subſiſtence. 

Among a certain Sett of People, Sir, I have obſerved, 
hat Mobs are repreſented as molt hideous Things. I con- 
cls they ought not to be encouraged ; but they have been 
bmetimes uſeful, tho' I own they are never expedient. In 
free Country I am afraid a Standing-Army rather occa- 


le Pil. 
n {ure 
ing, 
eople, 
ace, I 
(5 un- 


ninznt ins than prevents them; where a Magiſtrate has a Guard 
en em. Regular Troops to truſt to, he is apt to neglect hu— 
ped to ouring the People, he deſpiſes, and ſometimes oppreſſes 
of the em; in which Caſe, the People, as long as there is an 

Taxes Poirit among them, will certainly grow tumultuous. If a 
tinued, Nomult happens with any juſt Cauſe of Complaint, a little 


riends, 
in ap- 
hink it 


entle Uſage, and calm Reaſoning, generally prevents any 
lichief, and prevails with the People to return to their 
Duty; but a Magiſtrate with an Army at his Back will 


ſeful in eldom take this Method, for few Men will be at the Pains 
) 1t up. WW perſuade when they know they can compel. But in a 
e theit ee Country, if a Tumult happens from a juit Cauſe of 
e have omplaint, the People ought to be ſatisfied, their Grievances 
Army. wht to be redrefled; they ought not ſurely to be imme- 
cht rez. tel) knock'd on the Head, becauſe they happen to com- 
ich the an in an irregular Manner. To make uſe of Regular 
' would Wi '00ps upon every ſuch Occaſion, is like a tyrannical 
ger, as bool-Maſter, who never makes uſe of the ſoft Arts of 
nan. | erbaſion and Allurement, but always makes uſe of the 
the In- Wl; ſuch a Man may break the Spirit, but never can 
e great uprove the Minds of his Scholars. | | | 
ommon | do not know, Sir, what the Hon. Gentlemen mean by 
xample, t Reſpect and Eſteem which we ought to have, among 
Lxtrava- r Neighbours ; ſurely, Sir, this Reſpect and Eſteem ne- 
; I wilh er can encreaſe in the ſame Proportion as our Regular 


> a little tops encreaſe; ſurely Gentlemen don't think that we 


:hant, 2 ev be reſpected only according to the Regular Troops we 
aracter: due in our Pay: In that Caſe there are ſeveral Princes in 
low, 10 ny who would deſerve more Reſpect than we; there 
n he 13 WW lardiy a Kingdom in Europe that would deſerve ſo lit- 
no Mil- © and I am ſure thoſe who keep up their Hundreds of 
depends args, as ſome of our Neighbours do, would have no 
ds upon WWccalion to ſhew us any Regard or Eſteem. But I believe 
and pro- WP: Cale is directly otherwiſe. For my own part, Sir, Iam 
, conſe- WW kar from being of that Opinion, that I think I can ven- 
quent!? 4 CE ture 
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Anno 10. Geo. ture to make it appear, that the more Regular Troy; w 
II. 1736-7, keep up in time of Peace, the leſs we ſhall be reſpeticg d 
WY eſteemed by every one of our Neighbours: They kia 
| we have no Frontier to defend, nor fortified Towns to 7 
riſon, and therefore they will conclude our Governme 

would never be at the Expence of keeping up a large By 

of Regular Troops, if they were beloved or eſteemed þ 

their own People. They will conclude that ſuch a Body 

Troops is kept up, only to keep the People in Obedience 

and a Government which does not enjoy the Affections an 

Eſteem of their own People, will certainly be deſpiſed 
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Foreigners, and they know at the ſame Time, that the Pet ity of 
ple muſt be fleeced in order to maintain them. Where all be 
when thoſe in the Government of this Nation do the nen wh 
Duty, when they enjoy the Affections and Eſteem of HM exs oi 
People in general, tho' we had not a Regiment of Regi per, w 
Troops in the Kingdom, our Neighbours know we coll wohters 
in a few Months appear in the Field with our Hu:4rcd: Med to h 
Thouſands of Regular Troops as well as they, beſides n thei 
irreſiſtible Navy, by means of which we could carry Ie pathy 
ror and Deſolation to every Part of their Sea Coalts, and e Alehe 
the ſame Time protect our own from any Inſult. eat de 
It is not therefore, Sir, to our keeping up a large Bo us, 
of Regular Troops in time of Peace, we owe any Part Weed w 
that Reſpect we may have among our Neighbours ; it 1 liert 
our Naval Power, to the natural Bravery of our Men ie the) 
general, and to our Government's poſſeſſing the Hearts Mich wi 
their Subjects. From hence it is we derive our Security rein t. 
and the keeping up of a large Body of Regular Troops ole v 
time of Peace, will derogate from every one of the thre t! 


It will render it impoſſible for us to keep up ſuch a Nan 
Power as we might otherwiſe do: It will propagate 2 Spit 
of Effeminacy and Cowardice among all thoſe who are 10 
of the Army; and it will always contribute towards render 
ing our Government hateful to the People in general. e 
this Reaſon I will be bold to ſay, that if ever any of ol 
Maritime Counties or Cities be plundered by a ſmall Part 
of foreign Regular Troops, it will be owing to our keeping 
up a Standing-Army, Conſidering the Extent of ol 
Coaſts, we cannot have ſo much as one Regiment, nor ha 

2 Regiment, at every Place where a ſmall Party may lan 
ſuch a Party may therefore plunder and lay deſolate à gread 
Part of the Country before any of our Regular Troops c 
come up to oppoſe them; and the Effeminacy, and 
wardice, into which the Inhabitants, by an entire Diſuſe0 
Military Exerciſes, may fall, will inſtigate our Enemies 
make many ſuch Attempts, 
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ps we {am really very much ſurprized, Sir, to hear it ſaid, we Anno io. Gees 
ted e felt no Inconvenience from our Army. Beſides the II. 1736-7. 
' knonWWoger to which our Liberties are expoſed, is not the great A 
to t we ſtill owe, and the many Taxes we ſtil] pay, in a 
nnen et Meaſure owing to our keeping up ſo numerous an 
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ny in time of Peace? Can it be ſaid that the Quartering 
soldiers is no Inconvenience to thoſe poor People who 
ſubject to that extraordinary Burden ? Is it not a very 
at Expence, as well as a great Inconvenience to every 
blie Houſe in the Kingdom? And can we imagine our 
ders are always ſo civil in their Quarters as never to be 
ty of any Inſolence or rude Piece of Behaviour? J hope 


YV herea Mall be forgiven when I wiſh that ſome of the Gen- 
do tei nen who tell us ſo could be metamorphoſed, for a few 
n of U eeks only, into a Country Inn-keeper, or Alehouſe- 
Regul 


per, with a handſome Wife, or two or three pretty 


we cou eghters, whoſe Virtue and Well-being he might be ſup- 


1dreds ed to have ſome Concern for: I believe ſuch Gentlemen, 
efides en their Return to this Houſe, would ſhew a little more 
rry 1 mpathy ; I believe they would allow our Inn-keepers 
18, and if 


| Alehouſe-keepers might live at a leſs Expence, and with 
reat deal of more Eaſe and Quiet, if they had no ſuch 
nates, at lealt not ſo many, as they are now generally 
gued with, But this is not all: Can any Gentleman ſay 
liberties can never be in Danger from a Standing-Army ? 
Ne they not once already been overturned by an Army, 

ch was raiſed and paid by Parliament? An Army, 
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Security rein the very Officers were put in by the Parliament, or 
Troops ole whom the Parliament had named, which rendered 
the = tore the Creature of the Parliament, than it is poſſible 
1 a Nall 


dur Army upon its preſent Footing to be. For tho' 
Regular Troops are at preſent kept up by our Au- 
ty, we are not certain our Authority will be ſufficient 


te a Spin 
ho are 10 


ds rende tibanding them, whenever we have a Mind, our be- 
ral. fe in no Danger from his preſent Majeſty ſignifies nothing: 
076 I Kra good King, we ought to adopt no Cuſtom, ngr 
mall ral 


E Precedent, which a bad King may make a bad 
0, . . 


ur Keeping 


at of auß Fhatever our pacific Meaſures may have done, I am per- 
t, nor u ed, Sir, neither the late Preſervation of our own Tran- 
may kn , nor che Reſtoration of the public Tranquility, 
ate à Sewing to the Army we kept up, or the Addition we 
Troops eit. As to our own Tranquillity, it is certain our 
„ and O ining quiet, was the utmoſt that could be hoped for by 
L Ding It who began the War: Our not joining againſt them 
nemit 


the greateſt Favour they could expect from us, and 
lore it would have been ridiculous in them to have 50 
N ve been | turbe 
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ed v; ont to do, of attacking the Emperor or ſome of thoſe, who, 41s 10. Geo, 
uillity fiþccording: to the antient Syſtem, are his natural Allies, it is II. 17367. 

\ rel. Mt the ſame Time reaſonable to ſuppoſe that we would not 1 
d by ob: far wanting to ourſelves as to ſtand by the Spectators; 

er wo : fuch an Event, it is not the firſt Time the Emperor, in 

27 to conjunction with his Allies, has ſupported ſucceſsfully a War 

now ü eunſt the Tarts, and at the ſame Time ſet Bounds to the 

nnd mbition of France, even when he had not the Muſcowites to 


Advice 0 


pt up « 
O Us an 


ſilt him, and at a time when we had no ſuch numerous 
Sanding-Army in Britain as we have at preſent. 

But, Sir, it is impoſſible to imagine or expect a time when 
the Princes of Europe will be not only in profound 
Peace, but without any Views or Deſigns of making In- 
roachments upon one another. If we are not to diminiſh 
ur preſent Army till ſuch a time happens, if we are not 
opaſs the River till it runs dry, it is ridiculous ever to think 
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ing use paſſing, or to expect a Diminution. Againſt ſecret De- 
time eas and ſudden Invaſions, we may always defend ourſelves 
Affairs, by means of our Fleet; and there is no Gentleman of 
has nov role who oppoſe a Land Army that is againſt our keep- 
t were eg the Royal Navy always in good Repair, a conſiderable 
vinly E amber of Seamen always in Pay, and to encouraging Mi- 
Care, ry Diſcipline among our Men in general; but when 
poſiible Me are ourſelves at Peace, we ought always to take that 
om then pportunity to eaſe ourſelves of the Expence of maintain- 
» Occaiof8"g2 Land Army, Are we to keep up a Land Army for 
we ſulp Wie Defence of our Allies? No, Sir; they have fortified 


at fore” ns, and numerous Garriſons to defend them againſt. 


e ought e ſudden Attack; and if they do their Duty towards 
ler that emſelves, if they keep the Fortifications of their Frontier 
when ens in good Repair, and ſuch a Body of Regular 
Executa 700ps in thetr Pay, as is neceſſary for defending their 
ide by bntier, we ſhall always have time to raiſe or to hire an 
in Ein my for their Support, before they can be brought into 
d thore great Danger. | 
alt proce l am ſorry to hear, Sir, there is ſo much Diſcontent, and 
pre{criv080 many Tumults in the Nation; but upon ſuch an Occaſion 
er in oute bring his Majeſty's Name, or his Majeſty's Government, 
eighbouſ" Queſtion, as I obſerve they too often are, is not fair; I 
are ale; ut beg Leave to ſay, I do not think it altogether decent. 
ly be ze em fure there is no Man in the Kingdom that ever 
edge for eaght himſelf wronged by his Majeſty, but I ſhall not 
aule it VP" ſo much with reſpect to his Miniſters, Therefore, if 
tecuting ere be any Diſcontents in the Nation, we are to ſuppoſe 
ſuppoſe! * Nature of our Conſtitution points it out to us to ſuppoſe 
ce, but U ſuch Diſcontents are owing to the Meaſures purſued by 


y niſters only ; and if we examine the Hiſtory of this 
* | | 
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Anno 10. Geo. Nation for ſome Years paſt, we may eaſily ſee how tliey - py 
II. 1736-7. have been raiſed, and to what they are chicfly owing, WM 11:nd, 
During the late great War, the People of this Nation were Countr 
ſubjected to many new and heavy Taxes, and a great publicYMMl barely 

Debt incurred. Every Man was then ſenſible of the Debt [ ho} 


contracted, every Man then felt ſeverely the Taxes he paid, of the 
but every Man comforted himſelf that in a few Years of Numbe 
Peace the Debt would be paid off, and moſt of the Taxes 


reh 
aboliſhed. We have now enjoy'd a Peace of twenty five ef 
Years ſtanding, and yet now we find the public Debt ne WM contir 
as large as it was at the End of the War, and all te Amy. 
Taxes but one, as high and as heavy as they were in ay n:de, : 
time of the War. In this long Tract of peaceable Times, of, but 
the People have not felt themſelves relieved from any o; Occ; 
Tax, except a Part of the Land Tax, and even that Tax WM confide 


as high in Britain now in time of Peace, as it is in Fran 
in time of War. Thus the People have been long di- 
appointed, and now at laſt they begin to deſpair of ever 
teeing themſelves relieved from the heavy Burdens they 
groan under, There may be ſeveral other Reaſons ; there 
are ſome which I could mention, but this is the chief Rer. 
ſon of the Diſcontent being ſo general, as I am afraid it 
is; and I am ſure the keeping up of a numerous Standingd 
Army in time of Peace, is not a proper Method for re. 
moving this Cauſe of Diſcontent. So far from it, Sir, that 
Jam afraid it is one of the principal Cauſes of all that Dil 
ſatisfaction ſo much inſiſted on; for a free Government 
cannot be ſupported but by having the Affections of tus 
Generality of the People. | 1 
To imagine, Sir, that our Government would be in any 
Danger from the diſbanded Soldiers joining with the Dil} 

_ contented is without any Foundation; for there are man} 
Soldiers would be glad to be diſcharged, there are many 0 
them would be glad to return to their former Labour and 
Induſtry, and there are ſome who would be entitled to Chis 
ſea-Hoſpital; of theſe there are not perhaps a great mans 
for of late we ſeem to have taken more Care to make a fins 
Figure at a Review, than a brave Stand in a F ield of þat 
tle; ſo that we have not at preſent many old Soldiers in - 
Army; however there are ſome, and they would be gal 
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of being put upon the Eſtabliſhment of Chelſea-Hoſpitah 
By this means a Reduction might be managed ſo as not 
diſcharge a Man who did not Jook on it as a Favour; 4 
{urely it is not to be ſuppoſed that thoſe Men who had ju 
received a Favour from the Government would join it 
any Party againſt the Government; nor would the Numb 
of diſciplined Soldiers in the Kingdom be diminiſhe? 3 
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ch 2 Reduction; for, as the Officers would all be put upon Auno 10. Geo. | 


W they half Pay, both Officers and Soldiers would remain in the JT. 1736-7. 
Owing, Iland, and would be ready to aſſiſt in the Defence of their WYNS 
on were Country againſt any Invaſion or Inſurrection, and at as 

t public bravely as if they were in full Pay and Regimented, 

ne Debt [ hope, Sir, I have now ſhewn, there is no Force in any 

ie pac, BN cf the Arguments made uſe of for our keeping up the ſame 
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Number of Forces we had laſt Vear, nor any Danger to be 
zpprehended from a Reduction; but I cannot leave this 
subject without repreſenting to Gentlemen the Danger our 
Conſtitution is expoſed to by keeping up ſuch a nnmerous 
Army. Such Repreſentations have, tis true, often been 
made, and enforced with more Strength than I am Maſter 
of, but I think they ought to be repeated as often as there 


an) cn i Occaſion. The Number we have at preſent, eſpecially 
Tax ig conſidering how eaſily and how ſoon they may be increaſed 
1 Hare v double the Number, I will be bold to ſay, is ſufficient 
ng dis oer trampling upon the Liberties of this Nation; and the 


Of ever 
ns they 
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longer they are kept up, the more ſufficient will they be 
vr that Purpoſe; becauſe the People will every Day grow 
les apt or able to vindicate their Liberties, and our Army 


ef T7 wil every Day grow the more cemented, and conſequently 
1 be more fit for ſuch an Undertaking, Oliver Cromawel, 
= when he turned every Member of this Houſe out of Doors, 


when he bid one of his Soldiers take away our Mace, that 


4 * Tals Bauble, as he called it, had not a much more numerous 
2 1 Regular Army than we have at preſent on Foot; and tho 
erm de Army under King James II. behaved in a more ho- 


| de 8 . 
of t WT fourable Manner, yet ſuch a Behaviour is not much to be 


depended on; for I am convinced even that Army would 
rot have behaved as they did, if the Diſcontented had not 
had an Army to repair to; or if proper Meaſures had been 


> in any 
he Dil} 


e . laken to garble them a little before Hane. 
mn ; But, Sir, without any open and violent Attack upon our 
0% ( bberties, like that made by Oliver Crorauel, our Confti- 


ution may, by means of our Army, and the many other 
Tolts in the ſole Diſpoſal of the King, be undermined, and 
«laſt, to uſe the Military Expreſſion, entirely blown up. 
t may come to be laid down as a Maxim, that an Officer 
er Soldier ought to be as obſervant of his Orders in this 
Houſe, or at Elections, as he ought to be in a Camp or a 
Field of Battle; and that Courage and Experience in the 
eld are never to be regarded, however ſerviceable they 
My have been to his Country, if they happen to be joined 
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el oa Backwardneſs for the Miniſter's Meaſures in the Houle. 
Numbe iy 1t may happen, that the making of a proper Intereſt at 
ſhed b tections, or the giving of a right Vots in the Houſe of 

K k 2 Commons, 


ſuch 


475 10. Cee. Commons, ſhall be deemed the only Service, the only Me. 
41. 1736-7. 


muſt always be in Parliament as long as we keep up the 
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rit worthy of Preferment in the Army; and conſidering 
how many Officers are in Parliament, conſidering how many } 


ſame Number of Forces we have at preſent, I may venture 


to ſay, that if ſuch Maxims ſhould be eſtabliſhed and purſued, From 
it would be in the Power even of the moſt wicked Minilter the Que 
to have always a Majority at his Command in both Hole the ſam 
of Parliament, In which caſe our Parliaments, like the our Mi 
Senate of Rome under their Emperors, or the preſent Aſn. WM continu 
blies of the States in moſt of our neighbouring Kingdems, Queſtio! 
would ſerve only for giving Countenance to the Sc ef who ha 
our Miniſters, and for rendering them more bold in their Mot the! 
Oppreſſions. | oY Countr) 
At preient, Sir, we have more Reaſon than uſual for be. apreein 

ing afraid of ſuch Maxims. Several Officers have been WW ny Du 
lately removed from their Commands in the Army; turned, 
Officers of almoſt every Rank and Station, and Officers who mould! 
could not be accuſed of any Neg'e& or Contumacy in their te Ho 
Military Duty; therefore ſome People tak ic upon them to {WW ninacy 
ſay, that they were removed for ſome Neglect or Contumacy WiWthoſe u. 

in that, which with reſpect to ſuch Maxim, may be called I tbem li 
their Parliamentary Duty. have d. 
They had the Misfortune to differ from ſome Gentlemen The 


in their Sentiments, and they had the Honeſty to declare 
their Sentiments freely, and to vote accordingly in Parliz 
ment; ſoon after this they were removed from every Pcl: 
they had in the Army, without any Cauſe aſſigned: Whit 
can the World think of ſuch Removals? And I am {ure 
every Gentleman of this Houſe, who believe*Fthat they were 
removed for voting in Parliameat according as their Cane | 
ſcience and their Honour directed them, muſt join with me 
In Opinion, that it is now high time to think of reducing 
our Army, and of putting the Military Force of the Ning: 
dom upon ſome Footing very different from what it bs 
been upon for many Years paſt. It is now the very Begin. 
ning of a Seſſion: If we now reſolve upon a Reduction, 
we may have time to contrive and paſs a Bill for regulating 
our Militia ſo as to make it uſeful ; but if we ſhould nov 
reſolve upon continuing the ſame Number of Regular Forces, 
Iam ſure, no Gentleman can expect a proper Concurrence o 
Aſſiſtance in any ſuch Deſign, and therefore I am ſore 1 
Gentleman will venture to propoſe any Schemes for that Pur- 
_ pole; for many Objections may be made againſt the bel 
Scheme that can be propoſed, and thoſe who have not 4 
Mind to agree to any Scheme, will always pretend to think 
the Objections unanſwerable; ſo that unleſs the Queſtion q 


follows 


Me. Reduction, at a time of ſo profound a Tranquility, be ap- Auno 10. Ges. 
ering proved by a Majority of this Houſe, no Man can expect the II. 1736.7. 
many Approbation of the Majority to any Scheme he can pro- \ N 
p the poſe; and no Man will chuſe to propoſe a Scheme which hge b 
ture is ſure will be rejected. | | | 
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dir Robert 
V alpole. 


rſued, From what I have ſaid, Sir, I think it will appear, that 
nilter, the Queſtion now before us is not, Whether by keeping up 
lone; WM the fame Number of Forces, we ſhall continue to neglect 
© the our Militia, for one Year longer? But whether we ſhall 
lle. continue to negle& it for ever? This, Sir, is truly the 
dome, Queſtion now before us; and I leave it to every Gentleman 
ef who has a Regard for the Conſlitution, or for the Liberties 
their of the People, or for the Honour and Safety of his native 
Country, to conſider what may be the Conſequences of his 
for be- WMWgrecing to fuck a Queſtion ? For my own Part I have done 
been ny Duty; and if 1 ſhould ſee our happy Conſtitution over- 
\rmy; wrned, and the Liberties of the People deſtroy'd; if 1 
rs who bond ſee our Maritime Cities and Towns plundered, and 
1 their ine Honour of the Nation expoſed by that Spirit of Effe- 
hem to WW ninacy and Cowardice which will ſoon prevail among all 
umacy dboſe who are not of our Army, and perhaps at laſt among 
calle tlem likewiſe, I ſhall at leaſt have this Comfort left, that 
hare done my Duty in this Houſe. | 
tlemen The Reply was by Sir R. Walpole, and to the Effect as 
declate N bollows, vx. 
Parlia- SIR, 
ry Poſt [ſhould be extremely glad to hear a Method propoſed by 
Wat ich we could provide for our Safety both at Home and 
um ſue Abroad, without keeping any Troops in our Pay; but the 
ey were bonourable Gentlemen who now ſeem to be for a Reduction, 
r Cn. e they have told us our Neighbours keep up their Re- 
vich me edlar Troops only for ſupporting their Arbitrary Power, 
educing end tho* they have talked a great deal of the Militia, yet 
e King: they have propoſed no Scheme for making the Militia of 
t it has bis Kingdom uſeful, nor have they ſhewed usany Method 
Begin which we can defend ourſelves againſt the Regular 
luction, Tops kept up by our Neighbours, unleſs it be by keeping 
gulating Ip ſome of our own. What Reaſons our Neighbours may 
1d now ve for keeping up ſuch large Bodies of Regular Troops as 
- Forces, WW'ity do, or, whether the Militia of this Country, or any 
rence 07 Hreuntry, may be ſo well diſciplined as to be made equal to 
ſure no ular Troops, are Queſtions which I do not think very 
hat Pur- material at preſent ; becauſe, 'tis certain every one of our 
the bel Neighbours do keep up large Bodies of Regular Troops, 
e not! lis as certain that our Militia, according to their pre- 
0 think ent Regulation, would be of no Uſe for defending us 
tion 0 Kinſt ſuch T roops; therefore till our Militia are made 


uſeful, 


Arm 10. Geo. uſcful, till they are ſo well diſciplined as to be able to defend 


JE; 


WY Y/ we muſt keep up a ſufficient Body of Regular Forces; a 


1730-7. 


ceſſity which Men are brought under by the Circumſiance 


was divided into a great Number of little States or Print. 
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us againſt Regular Troops, we can put no Truſt in then, 


as ſoon as I fee ſuch a Militia in this Kingdom as may be 
ſafely entruſted with the Defence of the Kingdom, I (4 
then moſt readily agree to the Diſbanding of every Reg. 
ment we have in our Service, but that I am afraid will ng, 
at leaſt for ſome Years, be the Caſe. | 

_ Give me leave farther to ſay, that tho' J wiſh, Sir, 
as much as any Gentleman in this Houſe, our Militia cold 
be made as good as Regular Troops, yet in my Opinion, the 
'Thing 1s impoſſible. There is nothing, I'm afraid, hy 
Neceſſity or Pay, can make Men be at the Trouble and g. 
tigue of training themſelves up to the Uſe of Arms and 
Military Diſcipline ; and as the People of this Nation ar 
not now under any Neceſſity of ſo doing, I do not thin 
you can ever get any Number of them to ſubmit to {uch 
Diſcipline, unleſs you pay them for the Trouble they ar 
at, and for that Part of their Time at leaſt which they en“ 
Ploy in that Way. By Neceſſity I mean that natural Ne. 


of the Country they live in. In former Ages all Eur 


Palities, each of which was in ſome manner independent, 
and therefore they were often making Inroads upon, ati 
plundering one another: Many of theſe little Principalitis 
were often united under one King or Governor; but eaci 


of them had ſo much Power within himſelf, and was fo in on 
dependent of the chief Governor, that they were very b. D. an 
nacious of whatever they either pretended or thought t0 4 - 


be their Right, and their Quarrels were oftner decided by tit 


Sword than by the Laws of their Country: This laid ere * 
Man under an immediate Neceſſity of accuſtoming himſe 3 
to the Uſe of Arms and Military Exerciſes; and indeed j * 
moſt of them neither thought of nor practiſed much 0! e ho 
other Sort of Employment. But ever ſince Zope has beg late 4 
reduced under the Dominion of a few powerful Potent | bs 

the People live in Sccurity ; thoſe of the ſame Kingdom Mars 
State have their Differences decided by the Law, and "oat; 

Differences that ariſe between two great Sovereign States * b 

oftner decided by Treaty than by the Sword; therelo ok 
the Generality of the People in each State being free 7 ry K 

thoſe Apprehenſions their Anceſtors were perpetually ute * 
have long ſince neglected the Uſe of Arms, and have ad 
plied themſelves to Arts and Induſtry ; but this gener blond 
Neglect of martial Diſcipline has made it neceſſary in p get u 

Country to keep up 2 Body of Regular Troops; and ul "os 


Anno 10. Geo. 
II. 17367. 
Wa ua. 
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and Fatigue? It would therefore I * E 
oblige all the Men of the Kingdom to liſt themſelves j 
Militia, and it would be unjuſt to oblige a few only : | k 
" my them for that extraordinary Service, 5 
Gentlemen may talk, Sir, of making the Peopl | 
litary Exerciſes by way of Diverſions ng tis 985 4 
People will always chuſe their Diverſions; if you eſtab 
any Diverſion by a Law, it becomes a Duty, and ceaſes to 
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Diverſion: The People will then look upon it: af 
neſs, and a very troubleſome uſeleſs Bufinefs 405. ö 2 N 
Sir, no Man that minds his real Buſineſs or Occupation 3 
pairs to any Diverſion till his Buſineſs be over weren ab 
Man has any ſet and unalterable Time for his Direrka . 
even Sunday itſelf is often incroached on, when neceſſif N 
Buſineſs requires. If you appointed one or two certai 1 
Days every Week ſor Military Exerciſe, which would bt ab 
abſolutely neceflary, ſuch Appointment would often interfer "thy 
with People's other Affairs, with thoſe Affairs by which = 
they are to get their Bread, or provide for their Families "4 
and if you ſent them to their Officers for Leave of Abſence a 
the obtaining of ſuch Leave would probably become a Ta os 
upon every Man that had occaſion for it, and the Ti ow 
would riſe in proportion to his Ability, and the Urgency *% . 
his Buſineſs. We may from hence ſee, it is impoſſible t pak 
eſtabliſh Military Exerciſe as a Diverſion : Such an Attempl * 
eſpecially, if it were enforced by Law, would raiſe a moſt ge Nee 
neral Diſcontent and Murmuring, and would conſequent) 2 6 
expoſe our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment to greater Danger L ha 
than it can ever be expoſed to by keeping up a ſmall Regul Me : 
Army, and leaving the reſt of the People to purſue ſome in "Wa 
har ou Art or Employment, or to follow ſuch lawful DIS: 1 
8 " they themſelves ſhall chuſe, without any Let ment 
| Therefore, Sir, while we are ſurrounded with Neighbour 7 
who keep vaſt Armies of Regular Troops tina 0 * 
Foot, I muſt think it abſolaely neceſlary for us to kt hen 
up ſome Regular Troops of our own, for defending 0 it 1 
Coalts and maritime Cities from ſecret and ſudden Eur 5 
vaſions, and conſidering the Extenſiveneſs of our 80 = 
Coaſt, and the preſent unſettled State of Affairs in Ei by oth 
rope, 1 cannot think a leſs Number ſufficient than that "nl I; 
have now on Foot. But, Sir, whatever may be ſaid, whit * 
ever can be ſaid, in favour of a well diſciplined Militia, Me 3 
be no Argument for a preſent Reduction of our Regie hs 
Forces; becauſe no Man can ſay our Militia is now und me 
| any tolerable Sort of Diſcipline, or that they are ſuch 2" peo 


ita 
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Exercit ary Force upon which our Government can depend Anno 10. Ges. 
>flible t ther for its own Support, or for the Protection of the Peo- II. 1736-7. 
s in e; and I muſt think it would be a Sort of Madneſs to give WW WV 
„ unl (on p that, or any neceſſary Part of that upon which only we 

an now depend for our Safety and Protection, till we have 

mrovided ſomething in its ſtead, upon which we may with 

ome Reaſon depend for our Security, at leaſt againſt foreign 

Invahons. 

The next who ſpoke on the ſame Side was the Honourab!e Henry Pel- 


uſe Mi 
tain the 
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2 Buy Pelbam, Elq. ham, E/q; 
Beide SIR, | . 

mom re My Honourable Friend who fits near me has fo fully an- 

efore ng 


jered the Gentleman who ſpoke againſt the Motion, that 


verſion believe every Gentleman here is convinced, that there is 


neceſlr WW: abſolute Neceſſity of our keeping up a Number of Re. 
ceraugggar Forces in this Nation. But, Genttemen, give me 
e, eve to take Notice of two or three Things that were 
Interfert 


brown out by the Honourable Gentleman over the 
av. 
The Honourable Gentleman, Sir, ſeemed to be very ap- 
rehenſive of the Effects which the Army may have upon 
ie Courage and Morals of the Subjects. For my Part, 
an ſo far from being of Opinion, our Regular Army tends 
o cepreſFthe natural Courage or the Spirit of the reſt of 
ur Subjects, that I am convinced a Regular Army of Na- 
ves, well cloathed, well paid, and kept under an exact 
Vicipline, will in every County tend to raiſe the Spirit of 
e People, and to make their Men in general affect to imi- 
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Danger ate that Courage, that Regularity of Manners, and that 
| Regula Diſcipline, by which they ſee ſo many of their Countrymen, 
_ Erhaps their Relations, riſe to Honour and Preferment; 
awfu 


brif an Army be kept under proper Diſcipline, and Pre- 
ments juſtly diſpoſed of, a regular and virtuous Behaviour 
n Private Life, as well as an exact Performance of his Duty 


17 Let 0 


eignbouz Soldier, wil! always be made neceſlary for intitling a 

nually dd an to Preferment in the Army; and if the Youth and 

18 (0 ket 8h-metall'd of every Country are apt to keep Company 

boing 4 ih, and imitate the Soldiers, an Army, under a right Go— 
dden 4 ment, will always be of greater uſe towards eſtabliſhing 
Our p nue and Morality among the People in general, than 
rs 1 . y other Sett of Men, not excepting even the Clergy, can 
N * e. Indeed, if your Government be in vicious Hands, if 
ald, 


ours and Preferments in the Army be diſtributed only to 


ilitia, Me Lewd, the Debauched, and the Profligate, your Army, 


y Regis every other Sett of Men who depend upon ſuch a Go- 
09 oY "nent, will contribute towards corrupting the Morals of 
* la 5 eople, and under ſuch a Government the Militia would 


Vor. IV. . L 1 60 


— 


II. 17367. 
1 


greateſt Shew of it. We have now ſeveral free States in 
 Standing-Armies. In Holland, in Venice, in Poland, they 


can from thence be in any Danger, In Sæbeden it was the 


in the Reign of his Brother King Fames, In all Countne 
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A119 10. Geo, do the ſame ; for Preferment in the Militia, as well a; n iſ Red 


the Army, muſt always depend vpon the Government, 
Liberty, Sir, does not depend, it never did depend up 
the Government's having or not having a Regular Amy 


thence 
ject, an 
no Pun 


in their Pay. The Liberties of a People muſt always de. Plcaſur 


pend upon their Virtue, The Armies of a virtuous Pes. King h. 
ple will protect their Liberties z and a luxurious, vicious Ithemſe! 
People will fell them to the firſt Purchaſer, whether they People, 
have a Standing-Army or no. The Romans had gret relates 
Standing-Armies long before they loſt their Liberties, anlMWalmoſt i 
when they did Joſe them, Sir, the Standing-Army was ame R 
the Side of Liberty, at leaſt on that Side that had te from t. 
ſubject 
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Europe who keep up, who have long kept up numerous 
keep up Standing-Armies, without thinking their Liberte 


Army that reſtored their Liberties ; and in this Country it 
was our Army that reſtored our Liberties in the Reign d 
King Charles II. and it was our Army that prelerved then 


the Army will follow the general Bent of the People fron 
whence they are drawn, and if the general Bent of tit 
People be towards Slavery, they will do as they did ſont 
time fince in Denmark, they will make a free Gift of tlel 
Liberties: Then, indeed, an Army may be fo modelle 
as to prevent the People's reſuming the Grant they hai 
made; but ſuch an Army muſt not be an Army like our 
it muſt not bean Army whoſe very Exiſtence depends upd 
the annual Conſent of the People, and whoſe Pay depend 
upon the Grants annually made by a Parliament tenacil 
of their own and the Nation's Rights. In this Count!) 

hope the general Bent of the People is no way inclined t 
wards Slavery: I am ſure ſome Gentlemen have loſt a git 
deal of Pains if it is. And if there be a Spirit of Vin 
and Liberty among the People, the ſame Spirit muſt pte 
in our Army, which is drawn from the People, and co | 
manded by ſome of the beſt of the People; therefore it d 
never be ſuppoſed our Army will countenance or {upport 
Meafures that may tend towards eſtabliſhing Arbitral 
Power. | Ce „ 

As to what has been inſinuated as if Soldiers welt ' 
better than the Slaves of Power, whatever it may be in oth6 
Countries, the Soldiers of our Army, Sir, are as free ac 
other of our Subjects. They are governed by the Lav 
the Kingdom, as all other Subjects are. There is, Us 
one Law which relates particularly to them; but that H 


[ 


C807 
Nan fixed and certain, and publickly known; a Soldier from 4,,, 10. Ges: 
t. mence knows his Duty, and if he behaves like a good Sub- N 
d upon Jiec, and does his Duty as a Soldier, he can be ſubjected to 
Army G Puniſhment 3 he is not under the Arbitrary Will and . | 
ays de. Pleaſure of any Man in the Kingdom, no not even of the 
us Peg. MW King himſelf. Our Soldiers are not, nor can they ſuppoſe 
vicious chemſelves a Body of Men different from the reſt of the 
er they People, on account of their being ſubject to a Law which 
d orc relates to them only. Every Corporation, every Society, 
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ies, aud almoſt every Sort of Tradeſmen in the Kingdom, have the 
was on ame Reaſon to think themſelves a Body of Men different 
had tie tom the reſt of the People; for every one of them are 
States infWſW ſubject to ſome Laws which relate only to the particular 
umerou Corporation or Society of which they are Members, or to 
d, ther thc particular Trade or Profeſſion they are of. Our Mili» 


Liberte ze in the ſame Circumſtances ; they are already ſubject to 


vas thera Law which relates to them only; and whatever new Laws 
ountry ou may make for regulating our Militia, I hope you would 
Reign rot take the Command or the Power over them out of the 
„ed then klands of the Crown; for ſuch a Regulation, as it happened 


-ountrie to be once before, I ſhould look on as a total Subverſion of 


ple fager preſent happy Conſtitution. I can therefore ſee no 
t of treaſon why we ſhould think our Liberties in greater Dan- 
did fange from a Standing Regular Army thau from a well diſ- 
t of tre ciplined Militia : Tam ure it is as much the Intereſt both 


modelle the Officers and Soldiers of our Army to preierve our 


hey ha Constitution, as it can be of any Sett of Men in the King- 
like our om. The Behaviour of the Army under Oliver Cromwel 
nds upagen be no Argument againſt our preſent Army: Our Con- 
depend utation was then overtuned ; a Sett of Men who had got 


tenacu into this Houſe, had murdered their King, had annihilated 


"ountr) the other Houſe, had excluded even from this Houſe every 
clined Man who would not join with them in all their Meaſures, 
lt a grand by theſe Means had aſſumed to themſelves an Arbitrary 
of Vi rower: In ſuch Circumſtances the Officers of the Army 
it pra chought they had as good a Title to take the Government 
and caggef the Nation to themſelves, as to leave both the Nation 


ore it c 


Ippolt all 
Arbitia 


and themſelves under the abſolute Power of any Sett of 
private Men in the Kingdom; and what was the Conle- 
quence? That very Army, as ſoon as they could find an 
Opportunity, reſtored our Conſtitution. 


were | Arts and Sciences, Sir, are the certain Product of Liberty 
de in ond Security; and Ignorance and Idleneſs are as certainly 
free che Product of Slavery or a State of War. The Security 
ze La" BN! the People being once eſtabliſhed, it may for ſome Time 


= 'tis tru 


Lat LJ preſerved without any Regular Troops; but Security 
that 


Rakes them negle& to train themſelves up to the Art of 
1 War, 
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Anno 10. Geo. War, and then a Standing Army becomes neceſſary for their 
II. 1736-7. Defence; eſpecially if their Neighbours are provided with 
great Numbers of Regular Troops. This is the natural 
: Courſe of Things; it is, I believe, impoſlible to alter it by 
any Regulation. The Security of the People of this 
Kingdom was eſtabliſhed, and Arts and Sciences began to 
flouriſh, before we had any Standing Army; but a tctal | 

Neglect of Military Diſcipline was not then ſo genera] as 
: it is now, nor were our Neighbours provided with ſuch ny- 
merous Bodies of Regular Forces ; therefore it might then 
be poſſible to preſerve the Security of the People without a 
Standing-Army, and yet now the Caſe may be, and I think 
is, quite otherwiſe. Our Neighbours are fully ſenſible of 
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the great Neglect of Arms and Military Diſcipline among uring hi 
the Generality of the People of this Kingdom : They know Majelty 
how much ſuperior their Regular Troops are to your Mi- arts, t 
litia ; and if you had no Standing-Army they would be ready Feople a 
to inſult you, to invade you, upon every Occaſion ; there- deign hi 
fore to protect the People againſt foreign Invaſions, a ſmall tia are 
Number of Regular Forces is abſolutely neceſſary, and 1 do ime, 1 
not think it can be leſs than it is at preſent. . eemſelv 
Then, Sir, with reſpect to Inſurrections and civil Com: Ind as e 
motions, we may know from Experience, and from late 3x- n vaſt 
Perience too, how ready a factious Party are to fly to Arms, wtely ne 
tho' they are certain of the Majority of the People's being ud not a 
againſt them ; for the Battle is not always to the Strong, [ ſhall 
nor is Victory chained to the moſt numerous Army. In Over ; 
the late Rebellion, I hope it will not be ſaid the Majority their! 
of the People were on the Side of the Rebels, and much Or the I 
leſs can it be ſaid the Majority of the People had any In- tl, they 
clination or Occaſion to fly to Arms for their Relict or an be 
Preſervation ; yet that Faction flew to Arms without any Oer: 
juſt Provocation, depending for Succeſs upon the {mall WW that 
Number of Regular Troops we had then in our Pay; and nothi 
if it had not been for that Number of Regular Troops, berefore 
mall as it was, thoſe factious Rebels might probably have ie Goy 
overturned our Government, and with it, our Liberties. Potic Sy 
The Caſe will always be the ſame, Sir, when you reduce pro 
your Army too low, ſome Faction or another will fly to Arms it know 
and in theſe ſeveral bloody Conteſts, our Conſtitution and Wer ; 
Liberties will probably at laſt be made a Sacrifice ; for tho Vileaſe - 
a State of perpetual Diſcord and Civil War may perhaps ' molt A 
be better than a State of abje& Slavery; yet we find in mol: rence, 
Countries the People have at laſt choſe to ſubmit to Arb: e bee 
trary Power, rather then to continue under, or rene the ſttence 
Miſeries of a Civil War. Queen E/zzabeth, tis true, ha Men 
great Reaſon to dread Inſurrections and Convulſions at tte WW) four 
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‚U Z r ĩ A UP 2 —＋˖A11 . — 


( 269 ) 


eginning of her Reign. She altered the Religion ſhe Anno 10. Geo, 


Elr | 
ith bund by Law eſtabliſhed, and ſhe had a Pretender to her II. 1736.7. 
Ira Crown of that very Religion; but the Religion which was E 
by then eſtabliſhed by Law, was far from being eſtabliſhed in F : 
this the Hearts of the Majority of her People ; and her Eſta- 
n to liſhing by a new Law that Religion which was before . 
otal etabliſhed in their Hearts, gained her not only the Hearts, 
l as te Hands, and the Purſes, of the Majority of her People, 
nu- but proved her great and her chief Security againſt the Pre- 
hen tender to her Crown. This ſecured the Peace of the 
ut a Nation at Home, and none of her Neighbours having then 
link ny great Number of Regular Forces in their Pay, it was 
e of jot neceſſary for her to keep up a Standing-Army, for ſe- 
200g uring her People againſt foreign Invaſions. His preſent 
now Majeſty will I hope upon every Occaſion find he has the 
Mi. earts, the Hands, and the Purſes of the Majority of the 
eady People at his Command; I am ſure he has thro' his whole 
here- eion highly deſerved it; but it cannot be ſaid that our Mi- 
mall Ita are now ſo good as they were in Queen £/izabeth's 
{do ime, nor the Proteſtants now ſo much united amongſt 
temſelves, or ſo zealous in the Defence of their Religion; 
dom. ud as every one of our Neighbours now keep in continual 
e Er. I vaſt Armies of Regular Troops, it may now be abſo- 
ums, itely neceſſary for us to keep up a Standing-Army, tho? it 
being id not appear to be ſo in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth. 
rong, | ſhall not ſay, Sir, that all the Jacobites are for Arbitrary 
i wer ; but I am ſure the Conſequence of their ſucceeding 
jority their Scheme would be the Eſtabliſhment of it; and as 


much ir the Papiſts, if they underftand the Religion they pro- 


——5 ts en en ̃¶ ͥ)Ur 


1y [n- , they muſt be for Arbitrary Power; for their Religion 

ief or an be ſupported by nothing but Ignorance or Arbitrary IM 
t any wer: In former Ages it was ſupported by Ignorance, and 

{mall OW that Veil is pretty well removed, it can be ſupported 

; and nothing but Inquiſitions and Arbitrary Rule; we may | 
oops, iercfore ſuppoſe, if the Papiſis amongſt us ſhovld ever get 
' have & Government into their Hands, they would eſtabliſh a de- 

erties. Plc Sway, in order to reſtore and ſupport the Religion 

reduce e) profeſs, As for Miniſters and their Creatures, I do 

— it know but many of them may have an Itch for Arbitrary 

n al 


Wer ; but they are not the only Perſons infected with that 


jr tho Vileaſe : Tt is a Diſeaſe incident to other Men, I'm afraid | 


erhaps moſt Men, as well as to Miniſters ; and we know by Ex- 
n mol Ince, in this Country as well as in others, that Miniſters 
_ are been oppoſed, have been hanged or beheaded, under a 
ew t 


(Rence of their endeavouring to uſurp Arbitrary Power, 
en who have committed that very Crime as ſoon as 
ound an Opportunity. I 


—— 
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Anno 10. Geo. I believe, Sir, it cannot be ſaid our Soldiers are the 
II. 1736.7. moſt abandoned Sett of Men in the Kingdom. I could 
name ſome other Setts of Men that do more Miſchief by 
their Example. Some of the abandoned, do Infiniely 
more. Soldiers may be lewd, profligate Wretches, but when 

there is one ſo, 1 hope, there are at leaſt ten otherwil 

and the Example of ten will always have a greater Ef: 

than the Example of one. But if the Majority of the 

Army were ſuppoſed to be ſuch Wretches, it could be n 

Argument for diſbanding them; it would only be an Aroy 

ment for taking ſome Method to put them under a bette 

and ſtricter Government; for 'tis certain the Military La 

may be made much ſtricter and more ſevere than the Com 

mon Law can be made; therefore the Army may be made 

to promote Virtue by its Example; and if any Sett o 

Rogues ſhould venture to oppoſe the Civil Power with Ford 
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of Arms, ſurely a few Regular Troops would be of ge ing but 
Uſe for ſuppreſſing ſuch a Gang. From what happen ne few 
while we have an Army, we are not to judge of what may" Army 
happen while we have none, or but a ſmall one; none b much! 
Smugglers have lately dared to oppole the Civil Poe ere and 
with Force of Arms; but if we had few or no Regula_hMe bal r 
Troops, I make no Queſtion but other Rogues, even Hoi roops, 1 
breakers and Highwaymen, would follow the Example yt then 
the Smugglers: While we have a ſufficient: Number of Rl Tis tri 
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gular Troops, no Sett of Rogues dare venture upon an 
ſuch thing; if they did, I hope no Gentleman of th 
Army would think it beneath him, to march againſt tho 
who appear in Arms againſt their Country. | 
1 mult fay, Sir, I am ſorry to hear any Gentleman“ 
this Houſe make the moſt diſtant Inſinuation in Favour ( 
Mobs and Tumults. If any Magiſtrate ſhould opprels « 
injure the People, they may have recourſe to, and will 0 
| relieved by, the Laws of their Country, To ſeek for Ra 


dreſs in a mobbiſh tumultuous Way is certainly illegal, 2 dwoul 
is often attended with Miſchief to the Innocent as well: heir Pro 
the Guilty. Rogues generally take the Opportunity Uſ® ſuffe 
ſuch public Calamities to plunder without Diſtinction; Men Arg 
the Malicious take Occaſion to ſatisfy their own pi ut till t. 
Malice and Revenge: It ought therefore to be the ch en for 
Care of every Government to prevent Mobs, or ppt. 4 
them as ſoon as poſſible; and no Method can be ſo effectaßß eds of 
as to have a few Regular Troops ready to obey the Calle 8 Reg 
the Civil Magiſtrate upon ſuch Occaſions ; but you cam d enjoy 
have a few Regular Troops in every Part of the Kingde N merce 
ready to anſwer the Call of the Civil Magiſtrate, if Je wh 

Wittts 


reduce any Part of the Number you have at preſent on ＋ 
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del Sir, the Reſpect and Eſteem we have among Foreigners Anno 10. Ges. 
oda es not depend upon our Regular Troops only, it depends II. 1736-7. 
f by kewiſe upon our Navy, and the great Number of Regular A 
e oops che) know we could have, and could maintain, in | 

rho they ſhould provoke us to W.; for this Reaſon we 

wiſe e juſtly more reſpected and more feared than ſome other 
Efeu ates who keep in continual Pay as many Troops as we 
Fe; becauſe they keep up in Time of Peace as many as they 
be o ald have or maintain in caſe of War; and have no {ſuch 


ay either to protect their own Coaſts, or to infeſt thoſe of 


bette eir Enemy. But, ſurely, we are more to be dreaded by 
y LW Neighbours, when they know we can immediately, upon 
Con Rupture, ſend out a ſuperior Fleet, with an Army of 5 or 
madd oo Regular Troops on board, to plunder and lay waſte 


jeir Country, perhaps for ſeveral Miles up from their Sea- 
caſt, than we ſhould be, if they knew we could ſend no- 


f creaſing but a Fleet againſt them, which could only bombard | 
appen {one few of their Sea-Port Towns: And while we have ſuch 
at man Army as we have at preſent, they cannot propoſe to do us 
one bu 


much Miſchief upon a Rupture, by landing ſmall Parties 


popeſ ere and there in the Iſland, as they could propoſe to do, if 


Reculafiſe hal no Regular Troops, or a leſs Number of Regular 
Hou 100ps, to oppoſe the Landing of ſuch Parties, or to inter- 
imple ent them in their Return to their Ships. 

r of is true, Sir, we cannot have a great Body of Regular 
pon N Lroops in every Part of that Iſland where an Enemy might 
i oft 


nd; but the {mall Body of Troops we have may be can- 
ed fo as to have at leaſt a Regiment at or very near every 


aſt tho 
lace where an Enemy could expect any Plunder worth their 


"en le; and one Regiment, with the Aſſiſtance they would 
'2vour don ſuch an Occaſion get from the Country People, would 
pres oF ſuffcient to oppoſe the Landing of a very large Party, or 
j will i cali to flop their Progreſs ; for one Regiment of Regular 
K for N ops would add greatly to the Spirit even of our Militia, 
egal, ud would encourage them to take Arms for the Defence of 
is well Wir Property. But ſuppoſing the Army we have at preſent 
rtunity UP fufficient for guarding all our Maritime Counties, it may 
tion; 4 


Fan Argument for putting our Militia on a better Footing ; 


n pirate till that is done, it is an Argument for increaling rather 
the chen for diminiſhing the Number of Forces we have now on 
ab dot. And while our Army conſiſts of natural-born Sub- 


ü of Great Britain, no Foreigner can, from our keeping a 


he Call n Regular Forces in Pay, ſuppoſe our Government does 


ou cane enjoy the Affections and Eſteem of their own People: 
 King00F_ mercenary Army of Foreigners kept up in the Kingdom 
ate, if Je dient give Occaſion for ſuch Suppoſition; but an Army of 
nt on be. ſodlects will always be liable to the ſame Afleclions with 


ths 


Auno 10. Geo, the reſt of the People, and will therefore always be » rey 


II. 1736.7. 
A or for keeping a diſaffected People in Obedience. 


„„ 


their 


improper Inſtrument for ſupporting a hatefa] Government, ig that 


Every Convenience in this Life, Sir, muſt be attended with 12 
ſome Inconveniencies; the Inconveniencies attending our Wi. after 
keeping up ſo ſmall a Number of Regular Forces are 6 all p 
few and ſo ſmall a Conſideration, it may be properly enough und nec 
ſaid we have felt no Inconveniencies from our Army; the Mould 
Meaning of which is, we have felt no ſuch Inconveniencies py Part 
as ought to be regarded. If we had never fince the Peace ke may | 
kept up above one Half of what we do at preſent, the S:vingM.c. B. 


that way would have paid no conſiderable Part of our Debt, 


mperor C 
and therefore could not have freed us from any of our Taxes; 


| | ome Rea 
and the Quartering of Soldiers is fo far from being thought hold 
an Inconvenience or Expence to any County or City in ge. lirantay 


neral, that moſt Parts of the Kingdom are deſirous of having 
Soldiers among them ; becauſe it conſumes a Part of their 
ſpare Proviſions, and can be no Burden or Inconvenience to 
any but thoſe who keep public Houſes, moſt of whom get 
more by what the Soldiers ſpend in their Houſes, than the 


mperor, 
Inder ſuc 
reſent is 
We are 
heſence 


Expence of their Quarters can amount to. As for the In-. ald: 
ſolence or rude Behaviour of the Soldiers, if any {uch Thing p nume: 
happens, which I am convinced ſeldom does, the Landotiehair : 
is ſure of getting Juſtice done him in the moſt ſummary n Des 


Way, by a Complaint to the commanding Officer; andi 
he ſhoald fail of it in that Way, he may get Redreſs by 
complaining to a Juſtice of Peace; or for any Aſſault, bat 
tery, or the like Miſdemeanour, he may have an Action ot 
Indictment at Common Law againſt a Soldier, as well as 
againſt any other Man in the Kingdom. And as for out 
Liberties, I can ſee no Reafon why our Soldiers ſhould not 
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be as careful cf them as any other Sett of Men in the King r All; 
dom; for very few of the Officers, and none of the Soldier; ps ob! 
can propoſe to better their Condition, but muſt necefan ow ho 
make it a great deal worſe, by ſubjecting themſelves an Kingdon 
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their Country to Arbitrary Sway. i | 
Now, Sir, with reſpe& to the preſent Situation of our 
Affairs both at Home and Abroad, and the Reaſons tt 
may from thence be drawn for keeping the ſame Now 
of Forces in our Pay, at leaſt for this enſuing Year ; N 
ever may have been the Effect of our late Meaſures, 
certain, that if the late Peace between the Emperor * 
France be not ſuch a one as it ought to be, it is ſo far from 
ing an Argument for reducing our Army, that it er 
Argument for increaſing it; for if by that Peace 8 
peror and France entered into any Concert for preſcri 15 
Laws to the reſt of Europe, or for inc roaching upon 4% 
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: very] 


their Neighbours, now is the proper Time for break - Auno 10. Geo. 
ment, g that Concert, either by Force or by Treaty, becauſe II. 1736-7. 


ie Emperor is not now in a Condition to perform his Part aa WV; 
that Concert, or at leaſt not in ſuch a Condition as he will 


e, after he has brought the 7aris to ſubmit to what Terms 
|: ſhall pleaſe to impoſe. If immediate Force ſhould be 
Wound neceſſary, we muſt greatly increaſe our Army; and if 
t ſhould be propoſed to be done by Treaty, by reducing 
ty Part of our Forces, we ſhall derogate from the Weight 
re may have in any Treaty to be ſet on Foot for that Pur- 
oe, But if there is really no ſuch Conoert between the 
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Debt, err and France, as I believe there is not, have we not 

[ 2x5 ne Reaſon to apprehend that France and her Allies will 

dong hold of the preſent Opportunity for gaining fome new 

in 2 rantage, or for making ſome new Conqueſt, from the 

I mjeror, or from ſome of his Allies? And while we are 
ly 


der ſuch reaſonable Apprehenſions, can it be ſaid the 

reſent is a proper Time for us to reduce our Army? 

We are not, 'tis true, Sir, to keep a Land Army for the 
fence of our Allies, nor do any of them defire we 

ould: They are all of them at vaſt Expence in keeping 

Ip numerous Land Armies, and fortifying and keeping in 
ſepair their Frontier Towns, in order to provide for their 
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— an Defence ; but we ſtand engaged by Treaty to furniſh 
an b ime of them with a Body of Regular Troops as foon as 
K * bey ſhall be attacked, and this Engagement we could not 


ſerorm, it we ſhould reduce our Army to a leſs Number 


ion aan it conſiſts of at preſent. I ſhall likewiſe admit that 


well es e might in a Year or two appear with great Armies in the 
" 4 kid, tho' we had not near ſo many Regular Troops in 
oY ur Pay as we have at preſent ; but in that Time ſome of 
e King“ 


bir Allies might be reduced to the laſt Extremity, and per- 
[aps obliged to ſubmit to a Peace on any Terms. We all 
Kow how eafily and how ſoon France reduced the whole 
Kingdom of Spain after the Death of their laſt King; 
dich could not have been done, if we had been ready to 
Pare ſent a great Number of Regular Troops to the Aſſiſt- 
face of the Party we had then in that Kingdom : By this 


leans the following War became much more heavy and 
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i my enhve than it would otherwiſe have been; ſo that we 
a Fl ſeverely for the little F rugality we made uſe of in re- 
4 he- "ng our Troops after the Treaty of Ryfwick 3 and if ever 


ch a War breaks out again, the Conſequence will be the 
me, if we ſhould render ourſelves unable to aſſiſt our 
ends with a large Body of Troops, at tae very Begin- 
ung of the War. | 
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4 ſtrong 
he In. 
{cribing 
on any 
— 


6274) 
Ab 10. Geo. Thus, Sir, I think it muſt appear that from the Preſent 
II. 1736-7. Situation of our Affairs Abroad, no Reaſon can be diaun 
WWW for an immediate Reduction; and from the preſent Situation! 
| of our Affairs at Home, there is I am ſure as little Reaſon 
for a Reduction; for let the national Diſcontents at preſent 
proceed from what they will, when thoſe Diſcontents are 
come ſo great a Length as to break out in Mobs and Ty, 
mults in ſeveral Places of the Kingdom, it is not ſurely a 
proper Time to make a great Reduction of our Army, | 
am as ſorry as any Gentleman can be, to find ſo many 0 
our People uneaſy and diſcontented; and I mult be the more 
ſorry, becauſe I am certain they never had leſs Occaſion, 
It is not the Debt we owe, it is not the Taxes we pay, nor 
the Continuance of thoſe Taxes, that are the true Cauſeso 
our preſent Diſcontents. The Debt we owe was contrafed 
for preſerving our Religion, our Liberties, our Properties, 
and every Thing that can be dear to a People, Our Taxes 
mult be continued till that Debt is paid, and our immediate 
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langero 
Preſervation muſt in the mean Time be taken care of. Fo 60 
this Purpoſe no Expences have been incurred, but what te ho wo; 
Wiſdom of the Nation hath thought abſolutely ncceſa t FRO 
nor any Taxes impoſed or continued but ſuch as are the la M 
burdenſome to the People. We muſt therefore look ſom biappoi 
N where elſe for the Cauſe of our preſent Uneaſineſs, and e ontente 
3 well known where we ought to look for it. There be gene 
Party amongſt us who have been labouring for many Tee appre 
to overturn our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment ; they can e mai 


prove of no Debt that has been contracted, nor of al 
Taxes that have been or ſhall be impoſed for the Support © 
that Eſtabliſhment they are labouring to deſtroy : By Mean 
of the Scribblers and other Tools they imploy, they have 
perſuaded Multitudes of People, that our Debt was unne 
ceſſarily incurred, and that a great Part of it might hav 
been paid off, and the Taxes conſequently aboliſhed, it . 
nad not every Year, for many Years paſt, run ourſelves 
a vaſt public Expence, for which there was not the {cl 
Occaſion ; like petty-fogging Lawyers, who always in 
Fault with an honeſt Attorney's Bill, in order to perſuad 
the Client to leave him and employ them; and as i 
_ Men are themſelves good Judges of the Caſe, ſuch Fell 
foggers too often ſucceed ; but when they do, the Chet 
always finds his Lawyer's Bills more extravagant, and u 
Affairs at laſt entirely ruined. The Caſe would be the ſam 
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with this Nation, if ever that Party ſhould prevail. 1 uo * 

they never will. However it muſt be confeſſed, it is r pec 
known, that by Means of the daily, weekly, monthly, 1% pirituo 
occaſional Libels they publiſh, and by Means of the main the 
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Preſent 
dran have poiſoned the Minds of many of his Majeſty's Subjects; II. 1736-7 
tuation in which their late Succeſs is chiefly to be aſcribed to the IS 


Reaſon BAM 7.29 lately paſſed againſt the Retail of Spirituous Liquors ; 
prelent WW vor tho! every Man of Virtue or Senſe in the Kingdom muſt 


es arc :oprove of that Law, yet it is certainly diſagreeable to the 
nd TW power Claſs of People, of which our Mobs are generally 
urely a compoſed. This Law I fay, Sir, this moſt neceſſary Law 
ny. ln added greatly to the Succeſs of the diſaffected Party 


nan) 0 


1c more weir Libels againſt the Parliament itſelf: They have of late 


ccation eren attempted to diminiſh that Veneration which our Peo- 
„ 101 gle have always moſt jultly had for Parliaments ; but this L 
—_ am no way ſurpriſed at; for that Party have never ſhewed 
trade 


any great Liking to Parliaments; and if we ſhould diſpand 
any great Part of our Army, they would probably ſhew 
their Diſlike in a Manner more effectual, or at leaſt more 
langerous, than that of Writing or Talking. 
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ho would be glad to be diſcharged, but I am ſure there are 
not many, unleſs it ſhould be with a View of getting new 
Levy-Money in a little Time after; and if they ſhould be 
Lilappointed in that View, they would liſt with the Diſ 
ontented for nothing. But, Sir, if we ſhould in a Time 
bf general Diſcontent, and when Inſurrections are juſtly to 
e apprehended, offer to diſband any of our Soldiers, there 


| lew to return to Labour and Induſtry, but with a View ta 
pn whoever ſhould appear in Arms againft the Govern- 
nent; for among Rebels, a diſciplined Soldier may expect 
0 be made a Serjeant or Corporal at leaſt ; and every Ser- 
eint would expect to be made an Officer. Che//ea Hoſpital! 
uld receive but very few of the Difbanded ; it could not 
eceiye one half of thoſe who would expect to be put upon 


1 hat Eftabliſhment and thoſe who found themſelves diſ- 
e bointed, would certainly imitate their Betters, they would 
"eral an with the Diſaffected; ſo that in every Light we can 
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wer of the Government to preſerve the Peace of the 
ngdom, and an increaſing the Power of the Diſaffected 
diſturb the Quiet of the People; and that at a Time 
Men the Power of the latter has been, by a moſt neceſſary 
w. greatly increaſed. In a little Time, perhaps in a few 
Months, theſe Diſcontents may ſubſide ; the lower Claſs of 
ur People will find they can live without the Uſe of 
Pituous Liquors, and that they live more healthfully than 
Mt tem; they will then join with the reſt of the Ring- 
= Mmz2 dom 


Orators they have in every Place of public Reſort, they Jung 16. C00 


amongſt us: Nay it has made them ſo daring as to direct 


There may perhaps, Sir, be ſome Soldiers in our Army 


ire many who would defire to be diſcharged, not with a 


onſider it, a preſent Reduction would be a diminiſhing the 


— ——— ³˙w 
U— — 


S 


1 — — — — _ * — * 
bh .  —— — I ²˙ mwꝛ 


(277) 
helolation and Murder over the whole Iſland ; if the Ja. 4s 10. Ceo, 
tes ſhould prevail, and our Religion, our Liberties, and II. £730-7. 


ion] 


12wſ Mr Properties ſhould be thereby rendered precarious ; 1 YN 
behare an have ſome Conſolation in this RefleQion, that I en- 
cue; earoured as much as I could to prevent our expoſing our- 


ne our MM: lives to ſuch Miſeries. 


e been The Queſtion being at laſt put upon the Motion for keep- Diviſim 246, 
* Army eg up the fame Number of Troops, it was upon a Diviſion 178. 

not fer ried in the Affirmative by 246 to 178. - 1 5 

of fuch February 23. Mr. Pallney made a Motion for an Ad- Mtion for an 
Majety res to be preſented to his Majeſty, that his Majeſty would 4440/5 10 his 
cer ford: glaciouſly pleaſed to ſettle 100,000 Pounds a Year upon 1aje/?y to fer- 
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bis Royal Highneſs the Prince of Vales; the Subſtance of 7/2 100,000 
is and the other Speeches, as well in the Houſe of Peers, Pounds a 
here the ſame Addreis was moved for the ſame Day, 7rar upon the 
as as follows : | | | Prince of 
ik. - | I ales. 

| have a Matter of the higheſt. Importance to lay 

lore you, a Matter which chiefly concerns one of the {$1209 for 
preateſt and moſt illuſtrious Perſons in the Kingdom; but % Motion 3 
s the Well-being of the Nation depends upon his Welfare Sfc44ers, 

ud Happineſs, therefore I muſt juſtly fay, the whole Mr. Pa/rney, 
ation is deeply concerned in the Affair I am now to take 9/7 ob 
de Liberty of Iaying before you; and as the Parliament is Barnara, 

bis Majeſty's firſt and chief Council, there ch be no Mr. Hedges, 


pleaſe edion of a Nature too high for our Conſideration ; for 7.4 Baltimore, 
"rer00 hich Reaſon every Gentleman, who has the Honour to be Mr. I aller, 
preſerm a Member of either Houſe of Parliament, has not only a Sir am 
ve ma Mipht, but is in Duty bound to lay before the Houſe what. Viadbame, 
{or Meer he thinks may affect the Happineſs or the Honour of Mr. Herber, 
nin: Country, The Affair I am now going to propoſe for Mr. Pt, 
1 21 Jour Conſideration is, indeed, an Affair of ſo high a Na- Mr. Cybver, 
E114 


ture, that J ſhould not of my own Head have taken upon Mr. Lytelton, 


his Mae to have mentioned it to you; but I have communicated Mr. Green- 


nd it ax Sentiments to ſeveral Perſons of the greateſt Rank and ville, 

h to het Abilities in the Kingdom, Perſons with whom I ſhould A. Þ 8 

n. aue to live, with whom I ſhould chuſe to die; and all of Sir Vi/ifred 
ther . em, I find, are of the ſame Sentiments with me: They Laaſeu, 

for dire all of Opinion, it is an Affair which ought to be laid be- Sir Job 
mager Parliament, therefore I ſhall take upon me to mention Ru, 

ain 10" to you, and to make you a Motion which I hope will be Mr. Henry 

the pe animouſly agreed to. 3 Batourſt, 

zent iy he Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aſſem- Mr. Noel, 

for 111d, have not only an undoubted Right to make ſuch Grants 9 ir 1homas 

one Fs i they think are neceſſary for the Honour and Welfare of Sau, 
* 2 ie Nation, and to appropriate thoſe Grants to the Uſes for Mr. Frederick, 
ee cb (hey inteng chem, but likewiſe, Sir, they have a 
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Right 
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Motion I am to make, for having a ſufficient Proviſion Anno 10. Geo; 
led upon his Royal Highneſs the Prince of ales, is a II. 1736-7, 


lotion founded upon Law, upon Equity, upon Wiſdom 
nd good Policy, and upon Precedent. Op A 


Appl 
ound 1f 
nnex t« 


Prore But before I. make my Motion, give me Leave, Sir, to 

4 * zquire particularly into theſe ſeveral Foundations: And to 

at erin with the laſt, I ſhall ſhew from many undoubted Au- 
Dliet 


bories, that the Prince of Wales has always had, and ought 
obare, a ſufficient Proviſion ſettled upon him, in ſuch a 
anner as to render him as independent of the Crown as 
yy other Subject can be. To recount all the Precedents 
ut occur in our Hiſtories and Records, would take up too 
nuch of your Time, and therefore I ſhall take Notice only 
f ſome of the moſt remarkable. King Henry III. granted 
p his eldeſt Son Edward, after King Edward J. the Dutchy 
f Guzerne, before he was fourteen Years of Age, and the 
loment the Prince was married, he not only confirmed his 
mer Grant by a new Patent, but likewiſe granted him, 
nd put him in Poſſeſſion of, the Earldom of Cheſter, the 
ties and Towns of Briſtol, Stamford and Grantham, with 
reral other Caſtles and Manors, created him Prince of 
Vale, to which he annexed all the conquered Lands in 
ut Principality, and appropriated him Lieutenant Go- 
ſemor of {re/and, tho? he was then but juſt turned of Four- 
un; all which was done, as the Hiſtorians exprels it, #? na- 
uu ad res graviores gerendas expertus redderetur. By this 
eneroſit and Benevolence of the King towards his eldeſt 
don, that Prince was early in his Youth eltabliſhed in a State 
I Independency and Grandeur, and thoſe paternal Favours 
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Are ere afterwards fully repaid by that illuſtrious and molt 
« Parti rac Prince, for he afterwards proved his Father's chief 


ud only Support. Every one knows how by his Courage 


oy nd Conduct at the Battle of Eveſham he relieved his F ather 
lament aut of the Hands of his Enemies, and reſtored his Affairs 
nel iler they were brought into a molt deſperate State. Nay, 
n to the 4 only the King himſelf, but the Nation reaped ſignal 
1d a {uf Keht from the free and independent Circumſtances in 
Majeſty, lich that King had ſo early placed his eldeſt Son. A State 
n found lf Independency naturally ennobles and exalts the Mind 


i Man; and the Effects of it were molt conſpicuous in this 
Mk and brave Prince, for he afterwards became the Glory 
bf Exgland, and the Terror of Europe. 


Lift Rt. 
Honour 


a ery! 

* 0 The next Precedent I ſhall take Notice of is, That of 
ight be Ward the Black Prince, upon whom Edabard III. his 
preſent i nude, fertled at different Times the Earldom of Che/er, 
Th Life- the Dutchy of Cornwall, the Principality of Wales, the 
de, that hy of Cuienne, and the Principality of Aguitain. That 


js 


wiſe 
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0n:11s ai, and replacing Peter upon the Throne of Caſtile, af. yy 10 Ges 


to the ter having defeated the Uſurper Heury at the Battle of Ne- 

-- jars in that Kingdom; for all which glorious Vigories, 

gent of and many other great Services done to his native Country, 

Which the Nation was fo grateful to his Memery, that immediately 

H Ca. ter his Death, or at leaſt as ſoon as their Grief for the 

1d Heir Loss of ſo brave a Prince would give them Leave, the Houſe 

uke f/ Conmons addreſſed the King to create his Son Prixce of 
Cum e and Duke of Cornwall, which that wiſe King im- 

on Pro. nediately agreed to; for his Grandſon being then Heir ap- 

of the baren to the Crown, he became intitled, by the Maxim 1 

om the bre mentioned, to an independent Settlement; but as he 

5 cod ns not the King's eldeſt Son, he had no Pretence from any 

11d pro- omer Precedent to the Principality of Wales, and his Right 

general by the late Act to the Dutchy of Cornaball was thought to 

ce err be doubtful by the Lawyers of that Age, the Lawyers be 
e Eat. ing then, it ſeems, as dexterous at ſtarting Doubts and Scru - 
gr naa pes as the Lawyers of the Age we now live in. 

by AR] Give me Leave, Sir, to mention one other Precedent, 

Shirt hat of Prince Henry, afterwards the glorious King Hen y 

1, Soon. whom his Father Henry IV. in the very firlt Year of 
appear: lis Reign, created Prince of Wales, Duke of Cornwall, 

11d pro- and Earl of Cheſter, tho" the Prince was then but twelve 

ing pate lears of Age; all which Grants were recorded upon the 

from his rliament's Requeſt, in order to prevent any Poſlibility of 

Study al Rerocation; and tho' that King was nacurally of a jea- 

indullri bos and a ſuſpicious Temper, yet we find, during his 

Poys, ole Reign, he was every now and then making new 

| during "rants to the Prince his Son, even tho' he was ſometimes 

ing FE aliciouſly made to believe, the Prince was conſpiring againſt 
1s colt. bin. This Prince, 'tis true, fell into ſome Exceiles inci- 

-1de and Cent to Youth and Idleneſs, but from the firſt Part of his 

paid all Life, and from his Conduct after he became King, we may 
"Vier ge that thoſe Exceſſes were rather owing to his Father's 
Cre. Jealouſy than to his own natural Temper ; for when he was 
he King but about ſixteen, he by his Valour contributed greatly to 
- Favour Father's Victory over the Rebels at Shrew/bury, and the 
ce home er next Year having been entruſted with the Command 
cen hin bis Father's Army againſt the Rebels in Vales, by his 
be ndM-2duft and Courage, he gave them two fignat Defeats, by 
H Hani "ich he gained ſo much Eſteem, that the King his Father, 
Your, tte om his own natural and unhappy Temper, and not from 
ral other undutiſul Behaviour in his Son, began to grow Jealous 


Name 0 him, and therefore never afterwards employ'd him in any 


«fed chef lic Affairs; fo that the Exceſſes he fell into probably 
'nce ſoon? "2ceeded from the Idleneſs of his Life, and the Activity of 
ms ino Genius, or perhaps rather from a Deſign of removing 

Shai Vor. IV. | 5 N N from 


- - Pry 


11.1736. 
. 


11. 1736˙%%. 


Anno 10. Geo, from his Father all future Occaſions of Jealouſy. This, 


Preſence all the Companions and ſycophant Upholders of 
his former Debauches, and became one of the greateſt, and 


have come to Man's Eſtate in the Life- time of their Fa. 


of Age. Nay, even the preſumptive Heirs of the Crown | 


great Settlement made upon her by Authority of Patliz 


| Duke of Cornwall, and Earl of Cheſter, and in the fame] 
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indeed, ſeems to be confirmed, or at leaſt rendered the mo 
probable Conjecture, by his Conduct after he became King; 
for immediately upon his Acceſſion, he baniſhed from his 


one of the molt glorious Kings that ever fat upon the E. 
[i/þ Throne. 

But, Sir, *tis quite unneceſſary to mention particularly all 
the Examples that could be brought of the great and irrevo- 
cable Proviſions that have been made for the eldeſt Sons of, 
our Kings. We have not, 'tis true, had many Princes that 


thers, but every one of them that has done ſo, has had an 
independent Settlement made upon him long before he was | 


have always had an independent Settlement made upon 
them, generally as ſoon as they began to be the preſumprve | 
Heirs of the Crown: For Proof of this I need bring 10 
other Example than that of the late King Fames II. wien | 
Duke of York, and that of the late Queen Anne when Prin- 
ceſs of Denmark ; for the Duke of York had a great Settle. 
ment made upon him by Parliament, ſoon after the Reſtau- 
ration, tho' he was but preſumptive Heir of the Crown; 
His Brother King Charles being then in a Capacity of having | 
Children, who would bave given him a more efteftual El. 
clufion than could ever be attained by Parliament, till hs 
own ridiculous Meaſures put it in their Power; and the lie 
Queen Anne, when Princeſs of Denmark, had likewiſe 3 


ment, tho' King Villiam and Queen Mary were both then 
alive, and in a Capacity of having Children; ſo that tte 
Princeſs Anne, when that Settlement was made, was but ae 


preſumptive Heir of the Crown. . WT hit © 
From theſe Precedents it appears, Sir, that the Maxim in 2 8 

of having an independent Proviſion ſettled upon the apf Maxi 
rent or preſumptive Heir of the Crown, is a Maxim whit WW it i; ; 
has always been obſerved in this Nation ; and that the Pat tends 
liament may interpoſe for that Purpoſe, I ſhall likewiſe new ught 
from ſeveral Precedents. I have already mentioned to 0 liſh 
the Addreſs of the Houſe of Commons in Favour of ive 
_ «vard the Black Prince's eldeſt Son, therefore I ſhall procet Peopl 
to mention ſome others of a late Date. In the firlt Year oer; 
King Henry IV. the Lerds and Commons, upon N neceſl 
Motions for that Purpoſe, deſired of the King that M1 ern 
deſt Son, Prince Henry, might be created Prince of / alt lency 


Parliametk 
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Anno 10. Ger, a dutiſul and obedient Subject, without being an abject Sate 
II. 1736-7. and by taſting in his Youth the Sweets of ſuch a delicious 
WY WW State, he comes to know the true Value of it, from whence 

he muſt neceflarily conclude his Subjects will not eafily par 
with it, and therefore, when he comes to mount the 
Throne, he not only knows how to exact a dutiful Obe. 
dience Without expecting a ſlaviſh Submiſſion, but he will 
in common Prudence content himſelf with the former, be- 
cauſe he knows he cannot without great Danger aim at the 
latter. Such a Prince will always be ſure of being yell 
{erved, becauſe he can with Patience receive an honel; and: 
free Advice from his Miniiters and Favourites: He will not 
take it ill to be even controuled by his Council or his Parlia. 
ment; whereas a Prince educated in Slavery, and advanced 
to Power, being unacquainted with any Sort of Submiſtan! 
but that he has himſelf been bred to, is apt to look upon 
every honeit Freedom as a Mark of Diſreſpect or Diſobe. 
dience, and as he cannot bear Sincerity, he may expect ne- 
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ver to meet with it from any of his pretended Friends or duppo 
Favourites. Thus it appears to be requiſite both for the fufiicie 
Honour and Proſperity of the Prince who is to reign, au Cee o 
for the Eaſe and Happineſs of the People over whom ke lame 
to reign, that he ſhould be bred up in a State of 1rcecom i! true ' 
and Independency. 1 lone, if 

But farther, Sir, even with Regard to the King upon e Hon 
the Throne, eſpecially in this Nation, the Grandeur andy, a 


that oug 


Independency of his Heir Apparent mult be of great Service ; 
lay . h 


to him. The Affection and Eſteem which the Heir Ap- 


parent acquires among the People, is ſo far from being er, It 
Diſadvantage to the King, that it mull always be, and hav 501 
always been reckoned one of the molt ſolid Supports out wh 
the Crown, The great and the wile King Eduard III. this 
was ſo far from being jealous of any Glory or Eftcem the Was inte 
Prince his Son might acquire, that in the famous Battle o et of 
Creſy, he gave his Son the chief Command of that Parte Wn Ef 
bis Army which was to attack the Enemy, in order that ee to 


aht, | 


might have the ſole Glory of the Victory, reſerving d 
nd me 


himſelf only the Command of a great Body in Cale 


of Accidents; and when Word was brought him that tat to 
his Son was in great Danger, and hardly preſſed by the lis, T. 
Enemy, his Aniwer was, I Azow my Boy has Courage, lt lon ! 
him but puſh the Enemy, be will certainly conquer: I am lit belong 
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70 rob him of any Share of that Glory I ſee he is it a fall 
Fay of ovtaining, Such were that King's Sentiments 
and 1n the Charter of Henry VI. to his Son E dat ard, It l 
expreſsly declared, that by giving due Honours to the 


Prince, the Throne was eſtabliſhed, and the Royal l 
| exalics; 
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dane e alted; and therefore, by granting the Principality of Anno 10. Ges. 


licious % and r Palatine of Cheſter to his Son, he con- II. 1736-7. 

hence ated his own Honour, the Security of the Royal Family, \ X i 
ly par od the Good of his People, rather than the Prince's Ho WY Y 
nt then our. From the Behaviour of all our Kings towards their 
1 Ohe. delt Sons, we may judge their Sentiments have been the 
ie wil ene. They have all been of Opinion, that their eldeſt | 
er, be- ens ought to live in Grandeur, and that the more Ho- 
1 2t te our and Eſteem they acquired, the more they added to 

g well e Security of the Throne: But how can a Prince live in 

Hand: randeur, who has nothing of his own, or not a Sufficiency 

will not fubfilt on? How can a Prince who is in a continual State 

Parlia . Dependency, a continual State of Slavery, acquire 

vancedlteem from thoſe who are themſelves free and indepen- 

miau ent? The very ſubmitting tamely to live in ſuch a State, 

1k upon rut derogate from his Honour, and render him deſpicable 

Diſobe. in the Eyes of a brave and a free People, which the People 

dect ne. this Nation, I hope, will for ever continue to be. 

ends or uppoſe then, Sir, there were no Precedent for having 

for the fuficient and an independent Proviſion ſettled upon the 

on, ande of Wales; ſuppoſe there was no Example of the 

m be 1 z1ament's having ever interpoſed for that Purpoſe ; yet 

*reecom 


true Wiſdom and good Policy require that it ſhould be 
one, if the making of ſuch a Settlement can contribute to 
1 Honour of the King, to the Security of the Royal Fa- 
ly, and to the Happineſs of the People, it is a Thing 
that ought to be done; and if it ſhould be unneceſſarily de- 
a d, has not the Parliament a Right, are we not in Ho- 
our, in Duty, bound to interpoſe, and to adviſe or petition 
bur dovereign, that it may be done as ſoon as poſlible ? 


ng upon 
cur and 
Service 
err Ap- 
being a 
and hay 


ports oe when we conſider the conſtant Courſe of Proceeding 
21d dis Particular, when we fee how often the Parliament 
cem tie es interpoſed, even when this Proviſion was not made 
Battle 0 


vit of any Grants from the People, but out of the King's 
Wn Eſtate, out of the Lands and Revenues properly belong- 
Ws to the Crown, can we balance a Moment about our 
liebt, can we in Duty to our King, or to that moſt illuſtrious 
ud moſt deſerving Prince his eldeſt Son, delay requeſting 


t Part o 
* that he 
wing to 
in Caſe 


im that to be done which ought to have been done long before 
| by the lus Time ? Eſpecially now, Sir, that no Part of that Pro- 
7 lon is to come out of the Lands or Revenues properiy 
am lll | 


longing to the Crown, but is wholly to be taken from a 
Ry liberal Grant long fince made by the People to the 
down, and which has been of late greatly increaſed with | 


7 7 faur 
timents 


7d, it es very View, that an honourable and a ſufficient Settle- 
0 e nent might be made upon his Royal Highneis the Prince 

Scepit! ales as ſoon as the lame ſhould become neceſſary. =. 
exalied; | This, bf 
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Anno 10. Geo. This, Sir, of courſe, leads me to conſider the Natue In orc 


II. 1736-7. of that Parliamentary Grant, now called the Civil In Wiblic C 
Wa. > Revenue, from which 'twill appear that what I am now 90. Fi anc 
ing to propoſe, is founded both upon Law and Equity, [n {WWropriatt 

ancient Times the Eſtates and Revenues, properly belong. es tha 

ing to the Crown, were ſufficient for ſupporting the Ho. WiWeing fir 

nour and Dignity of the Crown and Royal Family; the Wir late 

People were charged with no Taxes for that Purpoſe, ex. eig, 

cept a ſmall Cuſtom upon the Importation and Exportation WWPrnari 

of Goods and Merchandize : No Grant, no Aid was ever Mil Rev 
deſired from them, but when ſome extraordinary Expeneceeſfor 
became neceſſary, for defending the Nation againſt Pyrates {rated t 
or threatned Invaſions, or for vindicating and ſupporting ich! 
its Honour in ſome Affair of great Conſequence and of an it, dur 


Is late! 
otice, 
d for tl 
cumbei 
hich re 


extrordinary Nature; but by the profuſe Liberalities 0 
ſome of our former Kings, and by other Accidents, the pro. 
per Eſtate and Revenue of the Crown came at laſt to be 
10 much diminiſhed, that it was not near ſufficient for ſup- 
Porting the Honour and Dignity of the Crown and Royal 


Family, and therefore at the Reſtoration of King Carl:{Wuch 1h 
II. the dangerous Tax called Tonnage and Poundage, aud Hon 
the more dangerous Tax called Exciſe, were eſtabliſhed, ed, 1 
and granted to that King for his Life; and at the fame fal, w 
Lime an additional Exciſe was eſtabliſhed, in lieu of the nd to ſe 
Wards and Liveries which were then aboliſhed, and {ettled nd moſ 
upon that King and his Heirs and Succeſſors for ever Folt 
which Taxes were partly for what is now called the Civ: ation ! 
Liſt, and the Reſidue for what we now call the Curren_hhſ fuel) 
Service, Several other Taxes were eſtabliſhed in that ae thi 


the following Reign, and intended for the ſame Purpoſ venue 
without diſtinguiſhing or ſpecifying any particular Uſes WG moural 
but 1t having been found that the Money granted by Paria e vot as 
ment was often applied to Purpoſes very different from that by 
intended by Parliament, therefore, after the happy Be nted 
jution, which put us in a Condition of rectifying 1004 5/2! 
former Errors, and removing ſome of our former Cie od b 
vances, the Cuſtom of appropriating each reſpective Grank ny a 
to its proper Uſe, was introduced and eſtabliſhed ; 40 ch þ 
from that Time the Revenues granted to the Crow ant ſe 
Parliament came to be diſtinguiſhed into the Civil Lit . ich 
venue, and the Current Service Revenue; the former beg 4 oy 
000 


that which was granted and appropriated by Parliament fl 


ſupporting the Honour and Dignity of the Crown, ® ales, f 


providing for the Royal Family; and the latter, th I 
which was granted and appropriated by Parliament 9 " Y 
maintaining our Fleets and Armies, or providing for al) u 


other extraordinary public Services. 


it 
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Lature In order therefore to determine what Branches of the 4-0 10. Ceo. 
il Lig ic Charge were deſigned by Parliament, and ought in II. 1736-7. 
w co. WW" and Equity to be defray'd out of thoſe Grants ap- e | 
„ u opriated to the Civil Liſt, we muſt examine, Sir, what 5 | 
elong- ſes that Revenue was applied to, immediately after its | | 
e Ho. eing firſt diſtinctly eſtabliſhed, which was in the Reign of | 
y 3 the e late King William; and we find that, during his whole | 
iſe, ex. eign, the Proviſion appointed for the Princeſs Anne of | 
ration mark was always charged upon, and paid out of his Civil 4 
25 erer Revenue. Then again, upon his late Majeſty's happy | 
xpence]ccrfion to the Throne, the Parliament granted and appro- | 
Pyrates mated to the Civil Liſt the ſame Taxes and Revenues, | f 
portng e lch had been granted and appropriated to the Civil 
d of an Mit, during the Reign of his Predeceſſor Queen Aune; but 
ities ais late Majeſty, in his firſt Speech to his Parliament, took 
he pro. boite, That the Branches of the Revenue, formerly grant- 
} to be for the Support of the Civil Government, were ſo far 
for {up- cumbered and alienated, that the Produce of the Funds 
| Royal ich remained, and had been granted to him, would fall 
Chara och ſhort of what was at firſt deſigned for maintaining 
ge, ande Honour and Dignity of the Crown. To which he 
\b1;fhed ed, That fince it was his Happineſs to ſee a Prince of 
de fame %, who might in due Time ſucceed him on the Throne, 
1 of tte to ſee the Prince bleſſed with many Children, the beſt 
d ſetlel n moſt valuable Pledges for his Care and Concern for 
xr erer  Polterity, That muſt occafion an Expence to which the 
the Civ! ation had not for many Years been accuſtomed, but ſuch 
Current ſurely no Man would grudge. Do not theſe Words 
that and” that his late Majeſty was of Opinion, the Civil Liſt 
 arpoſes i erenue was unqueſtionably to be charged with making an 
ir Ules Mourable Proviſion for the the Prince of Wales? And is 
y Parlia not as apparent, that the Addition granted to the Civil 
om thaf it by Parliament, in conſequence of that Speech, was 
y Revo Fanted with an Intention, that ſuch a Settlement ſhould 
no ſonal granted out of that Revenue to the Prince of Wales as 
zer Gre aud be ſufficient for ſupporting the Dignity of his high 
ve Cru, and the Honour of the Crown of Great Britain, to 
led; 400 lich he was Heir apparent? 'Tis plain his late Majeſty 
Crown ent fo, and took the Intention of Parliament to be ſo; 
Liſt ze Vithin en Days after that Law paſſed, he notified to 
ner being Parliament, that he had ordered Letters Patent for 
ment 0 . a Year to his Royal Highneſs the Prince of 
own, a0 ales, from Payment of any Fees or Taxes, and for im- 
trer, 00" ing the Commiſſioners of Exciſe and Cuſtoms to pay 
ament {0 My to the Prince, or his Treaſurer, the Produce of 
g for al ch Branches of the Civil Liſt Revenue, as his Majeſty 
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ud appoint for anſwering that Settlement; by Which 
oe | BY his 
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Anno 10. Geo. his Royal Highneſs was rendered fo abſolutely independent Lit: 
_ Te 2 , knen a 

II. 1736-7, of the Crown, with reſpect to his own proper Reyenye cient. 
that be was not ſo much as obliged to appiy to his Ma, upon 
jeſty's Exchequer for the Payment of it: His Revente Exper 
could not run in Arrear, even his Majeſty's Chancellor F was n 
the Exchequer could not put him off with that common tie C 
Excuſe for not anſwering a juſt Demand, That there wz; Prince 
no Money in the Exchequer : And I cannot- omit taking Loo, 
Notice, that at the very ſame Time, in the very fame the ot 
Seſſion, there was alſo another Act paſſed, for enal/ingfiiil 5 70% 
his Majeſty to grant to him the Principality of Mues, and doo, o 
County Palatine of Cher, which were immediately atef bs M 
ranted to him accordingly, _ meant 
But now, Sir, to come to his preſent Majeſty's happy de (ett! 
Acceſſion to the Throne, and that Parliament which em cuniſta 
bliſhed the large Civil Liſt, now ſettled upon the Crom From 
During his late Majeſty's Reign, by reaſon of ſome very make 
extraordinary and uncommon Diſburſements, it had bee and Ed 
found, that a Civil. Liſt Revenue even of 700,000. : Ith 
Year, as it had been managed, was not ſuflicient to ſavponi *ccord! 
the Honour and Dignity of the Crown, and to pe and ge 
100,000 J. a Year to the Prince of Wales; for which Rea Highn 
fon ſeveral additional Sums had been granted in that ſettled 
Reign to the Civil Lift, amounting in the whole t Grand, 
1,300, ooo Z. which made the Civil Litt during that Reign wy b. 
amount, at an Average, to $03,000 J. a Year ; there Miet. 
his preſent Majeſty, in his Speech from the Throne, to and acc 
his Parlialiament, He was perſuaded that the Experience N Qu 
paſt Times would prevail upon them to ſhew a due Rear "hen. 
to the Honour and Dignity of the Crown; which the Far though 
liament, without examining into the Reaſons of that pal ought t. 
Experience, immediately complied with, and fettied updl long bet 
bis preſent Majeſty for his Life, what the Experience of n bis!) 
Times had ſhewn to be neceſlary, and what had actual erh in 
been given to, tho? not ſettled upon his Father, wirn th aken 
remarkable Improvement, that if the Taxes appropriam Cntriby 
for that Purpoſe produced more, the Surplus ſhould be sr h 
to his Majeſty, but if they produced leſs than 899,090 ts has 
a Year, the Deficiency ſhould be made good by Parliament Ling ! 
which new Improvement ſeems to have had great Inffuene Lare 
upon ſome of our Meaſures ſince that Time; for it ſeen A K 
to have made us endeavour, as much as poſlible, to 1ncre Gar- 
the Produce of thoſe Taxes in which the Civil Lil h E wit 
the greateſt Share, Now I would gladly know, what il 1 Con 
preſent Majeſty meant, or what the Parliament meant, * Pr 
the Experience of paſt Times, which was the only voy "wy | 
1 


[ills 


1k 


for the Reſolution they came to with reſpect to the 


Vo. 
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upon the Civil Liſt Revenue, and upon that only; for the 
Experience of paſt Times had thewn that 700,000 J. a Year 
was not {ufficient for ſupporting the Honour and Dignity of 
tie Crown, and for allowing 100,000 J. a Year for the 
Prince of Wales; but the ſame Experience had ſhewn that 


ere waz 
taking $00,000 /. per Ann. was ſufficient both for the one, and for 
* ame the ot er; and therefore by proceeding upon the Experience 
nab ing of paſt Times, and upon that only, and from thence ſettling 


$00,000 J. a Year for his preſent Majeſty's Civil Liſt, both 
his Majeſty and his Parliament muit then certainly have 
meant, that out of that Revenue a ſufficient Proviſion ſhould 
be ſettled upon his Royal Highneſs, as ſoon as his future Cir- 
cumſtances ſhould require ſuch a Settlement to be made: 
From all which I mug conclude, that the Motion I am to 
make for this Purpoſe, is a Motion founded both upon Law 


I 
es, and 
ly atter 


0 
ch ela- 


Crown, 


me very 
ad bee and Equity, | | 

00 J. 1 [ think, Sir, I have now ſhewn that according to Law, 
ſu opal eccording to Equity and Conſcience, according to Wiſdom 
to pa and good Policy, and according to Precedent, his Royal 


Highneſs the Prince of Wales ought to have a Proviſion 
ſettled upon him, ſufficient for ſupporting the Dignity and 
Grandeur of his high Birth ; and that the Parliament nos 
only has a Right, but ought to interpoſe, and adviſe his 
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herefordi Majelty to do that which in Law, in Equity, in Wiſdom, 
ne, toi ad according to Precedent, ought to be done. The next 
rience Wo Queſtions that will naturally occur in this Affair, are, 
Rega ben that Settlement ought to be made? And what may be 
the a thought a ſufficient Settlement? As to the Time when it 
hat pi git to be made: It ought certainly to have been made 
2d upon long before now. The Mind of every Man is formed early 
2 of po" bis Youth. Thoſe Notions and Sentiments which are 
actual early imbibed, take deep Root, and are ſeldom or never 
„in ti taken off. If then an independent State can any way 
ro priate ooatribute to the Improvement of a Prince's Mind, the more 
4 belong early he is put into ſuch a State, the better. According to 
10,000 is has the conſtant Practice in this Kingdom always been: | 
liament ng Henry III. made a Settlement upon his eldeſt Son 
n ucn il ard, atterwards King Edward I. before he was Four- 
it (cell. EA III. made a Settlement upon his eldeſt Son, 
incre! duard the Black Prince, before he was three Years of Age; 
Liſt bat ad within a few Months after the Death of that Prince, 
what Ede Commons addreſſed the King to make a Settlement upon 
cant, lat Prince's. eldeſt Son, who by his Father's Death was 
(roy ome Heir Apparent to the Crown. The Po/? Ofice and 
the C ine Licenſe Revenues were ſettled by Parliament upon the 
Lilts You, IV. TIRES + 2, . Dal 


Ir t Ann 10. Geo, 
cient Provition for the Prince M ales ſhould be chargeabie 11. 7306 "= 
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Arn 10. Geo. Dute of York, who was but Preſumptive Heir of the Crowf. 
II. 1736-7. within zbrce Years after his Brother King Charles Ile 
YR) Reſtoration, A Settlement was made upon the PI 
| Anne of Denmark, who was likewiſe but Preſumptive Heir 
of the Crown, in Purſuance of an Addreſs for that Pyr. 
poſe from the Houſe of Commons, the very Hrſt Year, or 
the beginning of the ſecond Year, of the Reign of King 
William and Queen Mary. And his late Majeity ordered 
Letters Patent for making a Settlement upon the ret 
King, then Prince of Wales, within ten Days after the Par- 
liament had granted him a Fund for that Purpole. In for, 
Sir, look over all our Hiſtories, examine all former Pre. 
cedents, I believe no Example can be found, where tie 
making of ſuch a Settlement has been fo long delay'd, as 
in the preſent Reign: What may be the Reafon L ſhall not 
pretend to determine; but I am ſure there never was a 
Prince of Wales who better deſerved it, nor a Crown Re- 
venue that could better ſpare it. It ought, in my Opinion, 
to have been done as ſoon as his Royal Highneſs arrived in 
England, eſpecially as he was then of full Age, and, as 
every one that has the Honour and Happineis to know 
him muſt grant, extremely capable to govern his own . 
fairs; and ſince it is not yet done, it is high Time for us 
to take the ſame Liberty former Parliaments have often 
taken, it is high Time for us to defire that it may be done. 
Now, Sir, with regard to what may be deemed a ſufficient 
Settlement for his Roya/ Highneſs, I think there cannot pro: 
perly be any Queſtion about it, becauſe it ſeems to have 
been determined by that Parliament which eſtabliſned tie 
Civil Liſt in the late King's Reign, and alſe by that Par- 
lament which eſtabliſhed, and from the Experience of fa 
Lies increaſed, the preſent Civil Lift Revenue. Both were 
certainly of Opinion, and the latter have, I think, very ex- 
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| preſisly determined, that his Royal Highneſs the preſent now, 
Prince of Wales was, and ought, to have, at leaſt 100, oo“ contre 
a Vear ſettled upon him, out of the large Civil Liſt the) ally 
then granted; for what elſe could they mean by ſettling 3 of thi 
Civil Liſt Revenue of $00,000 J. a Year ? The Experience the P 
of paſt Times, which, as I have ſaid, was then the only Trou 
Ground for increafing that Revenue, had ſhewn that Time 
oo, ooo. a Year was iufficient for ſupporting the Honour ſhall 
and Dignity of the Crown, without including what was © Tl 
be allowed the Prince of Wales; and therefore by their erpre 
adding to that yearly Sum 100,000 J. a Year more, 4 Gooc 
granting a Civil Lift Revenue of $00,000 J. a Year at Hap 
leaſt, it muft be ſuppoſed they meant and intended that the an 


402,000 J. they had ſo add ed to the Civil Liſt 8 
F | 7 mol 
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more than what the Experience of paſt Times has ſhewn to Auno 10. Geo. 


rows, 
IId: de ſufficient for maintaining the Honour and Dignity of the II. 136-7. 
ne Crown, ſhould be ſettled upon the preſent Prince of Mals. gg 
e Heir beſides the Principality of Wales, Dutchy of Cornwall, 
t Pur. and County Palatine of Cheſter, in the ſame Manner as it 
ar, or had been ſettled upon the preſent King, while he was 
King Prince of Wales : And indeed from the very Nature of the 
rdered Thing we are to judge ſo; for what Reaſon could they 
preſent then think of, or what Reaſon can now be aſſigned, why the 
e Par- ſreſent Prince of Wales ſhould live in leſs Grandeur than his 
| ſhort, Father did whilſt he was Prince of Wales, or why the lame 
r Pre. Crandeur might be ſupported at a leſs Expence than had 
Te the deen before neceſſary? I can think of no Reaſon but one, 
d, 25 which is, That the Nation is not ſo rich as it was former- 
all not! y: This, indeed, may at laſt come to be a good Reaſon 
was 2 br diminiſhing the Allowance or Settlement for the Prince 
yn Be. F Wales ; and it is a Reaſon for which, I am ſorry to ſay it, 
inion, [think there is too good a Foundation; but then it is a Rea- 
ved in bon for diminiſhing every other Article of the public Ex- 
nd, 28 pence, eſpecially that belonging to the Civil Liſt; and L 
know am far from thinking the Proviſion for the Prince of Wales 
vn Af- is the firſt we ought to begin with; for if any Judgment 
for us can be formed from the Experience of paſt Times, 100,000 f. 
often a Year, beſides the now exhauſted Revenues of I/ales, 
done. Cornwall, and Chefter, is the leaſt Proviſion we can as yet 
ficient think of allowing for ſupporting the Dignity and Grandeur 
t pro- d the Heir Apparent to our Crown. I ſhall therefore 
) have take it for granted, till I hear it contradicted, that it is now 
ed the lich Time the Proviſion for the Prince of Wales ſhould be 
it Par. ſettled in the uſual Way, and that 100,000 J. a Year out of 
H paſt the Civil Liſt is the leaſt Proviſion we can ſuppoſe neceflary, 
1 were and the leaſt the Parliament that eſtabliſhed the preſent Ci- 
ry ex. vil Liſt defigned he ſhould have: Theſe two Points I ſhall 
projent now, I fay, take for granted; but it both, or either be 
ooo l. controverted, I ſhall beg Leave to explain myſelf more 
t they fully upon this Head, unleſs ſome other Gentleman who is 
ling a of the ſame Opinion with me, and more capable of giving 
erience tie Reaſons for his Opinion, riſes up, and faves me that 
> only Trouble. For this Reaſon I ſhall not now take up your 
| that Time with enlarging further upon theſe two Queſtions, but 
ongur all take the Liberty to make you this Motion, 
yas 19 That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty to 
their preſs the juſt Senſe this Houſe has of his Majeſty's great 
, and Goodneſs and tender Regard for the laſting Weltare and 
. Happineſs of his People, in the Marriage of his Royal 
ö 


rende, 
mol? 


tiighneſs the Prince of Wales; and as this Houſe cannot 
at any Opportunity of ſhewing their Zeal and Regard 
Oo2z | lor 


2 
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1 of the high Rank and Dignity of their Royal Highneſs 


termeddle with upon any Occafion : But, Sir, J muſt beg 
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ſpect er 


hey ough 
re ſuch a 


N ily, humbly to beſeech his Majeſty, that in conlioeraticn 


the Prince and Princeſs of Wales, and their miny eminem e Natic 
Virtues and Merits, he would be graciouſly plealed to jet onour of 
tle 100,000 d. a Year on the Prince of Male, out of tie Mae upor 
Revenues chearfully granted to his Majeſty, for the Eu. ure, and 
pences of his Civil Government, and better ſupp»riung the eoleRed, 
Diguny of the Crown, and for enabling his N jcuy to ent to it 


make an honourable Proviſion for his Royal Family in the 
{ime Manner his Majeſty enjoy'd it before his happy Ac. 
ceſſion to the Throne; and alſo humbly to beſcech his MI. 
jeſty to ſettle the like Jointure on her Royal Hip ine! the 
Princeſs of Wales, as her Majeſty had when ſhe Ws P/ ige 
of VFales ; and to aſſure his Majeſty, that this Houie wil 
enable him eſfectually to perform the ſame, as nothing will 
more conduce to the ſtrengthning his Majeſty's Govern- 
ment, than honourably ſapporting the 4-igniry of their 
Real Highneſs, from whom we nope to ſee a nuinerous 
Iſlue, to denver down the Bleſſings of his M+jeity's Reign 
to lateſt Poſterity | 

I know, Sir, that ſevera] Arguments may be made vſz of 
againſt this Motion, Arguments which may ſeem to be of 
Dignity and Weight, becauic they can come from none bit 
ſuch as are in high Stations, who for that Rcaſon ougut fe- 
ver to oppole what is Juſt and Henourab:e, and much lets 
ought they upon any Occaſion to make uſe of weal: or 
tiifling Ovjections, By ſuch Perſons it may be faid, that 
the preſenting of ſuch an Addreſs will be a fort of inter. 
meddling in the domeſtic Affair between Father and Son, 
which the Parliament has no Title, nor ever ought to in— 
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Leave to inſiſt upon it, that our preſenting ſuch an Addi eis 
cannot be called intermeddling in any Affairs either pub ie 
or private; it is only offering Advice to our Sovereign in an 
Affair of great Conſequence to the Nation in general, and 
that we have not only a Right, but are in Duty bound 10 
do, as often as we find it neceſſary. It is an Advice which 
J am ſure his Majeſty's Miniſters ought to have given him : 


If they have not, they have been deficient in their Duty, L Addre 
and the Parliament ought to make up that Deficiency : I. ay'd; 
they have been ſo faithful as to offer the ſame Advice, and be, but 
have not ſucceeded, which, for what I know, may be the Itder's 
Caſe, the Addreſs propoſed becomes abloluteiy neceſſary; Mt to 
It is What the Minitters ought to be fond of, becaule the Ad- duld nc 
dreis of Parliament will add Weight to the good, tho un. der's | 
tucceleful, Advice they have given. Then, Sir, wich : The 


Jett: 
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Te. epect even to the domeſtic Affairs of the Royal Family, Aino 10. Ces. 
ation key ought to be conſidered in a two-fold Reſpect: It they II. 1736.7. 
nelle ee ſuch as may contribute to the Honour and Happineſs of Pr 
inent e Nation in general, or ſuch as may tend to the Diſ- | 
0 let. Jonour of the Kingdom, or to the bringing of any Misfor— 
tie e upon the People, they then come to be of a public Na- 
© 1x- ee, and if any falſe Step be made, or any neceſſary Step 
gte Peglected, or too long delay'd, it is the Duty of Parlia- 
ty to nent to inter poſe; and of this Sort ſurely is that Affair to 
n the hich the Addreſs now propoſed relates. | 
y Ac- l may likewiſe be ſaid, that the King is the only 
5 Me ige of the Time when it is proper to make a Settlement 
15 the pon his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales, and of the 
act noant of the Revenue that may be proper or neceſſary 
2 wil that Purpoſe. To this, Sir, the Anſwer is very plain 
; wil iid eaſy, There are many Things in which the King has 
verh. 7 lus Prerogative the ſole Power of Judging or Acting: 
their yet in ſuch Caſes, if any wrong Meaſure happens to 
EO purſued, or any proper Meaſure neglected, the Parlia- 
Reign ent is in Duty bound to act the Part of a faithful Coun- 
wor to their Sovereign, and advertiſe him of what they 
uſe of hzgine to be wrong. The two Houſes of Parliament, or 
ve of er of them, may not only offer their Advice, but they 
:e bat WW! go much further, they may examine into the Affair. 
ut le Id may puniſh thoſe who by their Weakneſs or Wicked- 
b les have given his Majeſty bad Counſel. The King has 
11: or e fole Power of making Treaties of Peace or Alliance, 
that ol declaring War, and yet I hope it will not be ſaid 
inter- at the Parliament ought never to interfere, no not ſo 
| von, eck as by an Addreſs, in any Caſe of that Nature: 1 hope 
to in- Wil not be ſaid that the Parliament may not only ad- 
lt beg eb upon ſuch Occaſions, but may puniſh thoſe Miniſters 
dies lo ſhall adviſe his Majeſty to engage the Nation in dan- 
pub ie tous and deſtructive Treaties, or Who ſhall adviſe him to 
in an da War, when both the Honour and the Intereſt of 
, and e Nation make it neceſſary. Therefore, tho his Ma- 
and 10 ly be the only Judge, when a Settlement ought to be 
which de upon the Prince of Wales, and what that Settlement 
him: Nt to be, yet the Parliament may certainly interpoſe by 
Duty, actreſs, when the making of that Settlement is too long 
cy: 1 ad; and now that his Royal Highneſs is not only of 
„ and WWE, but is married, and as it were emancipated out of his 
be the ber“ Family, it is certainly high Time for the Parlia 
ſtaty; m to interpoſe: Surely it is not fit his Royal Hils, 
ne Ad. ld now depend upon his Father, or rather upon h:3 
0 un, bers Miniſters, for every Shilling he may have Occaſion 
229 ne very Thought raiſes in my XIind ſuch ren 
else Ideas, 
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„ ee 
Ideas, that it is with the utmoſt Difficulty I can refrain fv 
expreſſing myſelf in a Manner far below the Dignity of th 
Subject: Nothing, indeed, could prevent it but the g 
Eſteem, the high Regard I have for the illuſtrious Perigy 
who ſeem to be concerned, | 
In the next Place, Sir, it may be ſaid that his Maje 
has a legal Right to the Civil Lift Revenue as now el 
bliſhed; and that the Addreſs propoted would be a fart 
Encroachment upon that Right. I ſhall readily grant th 
his Majeſty has a legal Right to the Civil Lift Revenue, { 
he likewiſe has a legal Right to the Revenue for the cur 
rent Service of the Year, and, I think, we but lately paſſe 
a Law for hanging or tranſporting thoſe who go arme 
with a Deſign to rob or diſappoint him either of the or 
or the other, which is more than any Subject in the King 
dom has for the Protection of any ſort of Property; buta 
both theſe Revenues are granted by Parliament for certl 
and particular Uſes, both ought to be applied to thoſe Uk 
for which they were granted, and the Parliament has 
Right to inſiſt upon their being ſo applied. The Civil Ii 
Revenue was granted for ſupporting the Honour and Dig 
nity of the Crown, and making a ſufficient Proviſion! 
the whole Royal Family; and if any Part of that Rent 
nue ſhould be purloined, hoarded, or miſapplied by 
King's Miniſters, and the Honour and Dignity of t 
Crown neglected, or any Branch of the Royal Family 00 
luiticiently provided for, the Parliament has as good a Ri 
to addreſs, and even to enquire into that Milapplication, 
they would have to enquire into the Miſapplication of tl 
Revenue provided for the current Service, in caſe any Fa 
of that Revenue ſhould be applied to other Purpoles, al 
thoſe Services neglected for which it was intended by Pail 
ment. | | 
Laſtly, Sir, it may be ſaid, that ſuch an Addreſs wol 
look ſomething like a Parliamentary Reſumption; nn 
would look as if the Parliament were going to reſume 1 
take back from his Majeſty What was long fince gram 
by Parliament, and ſettled upon him during his Lie. 
confels, Sir, I do not like Reſumptions of any Kind; [4 
always ſorry when I find there is Occaſion for tnems ? 
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in fro % of His Houfhald and Family, and other hi; neceſſary Ann 10. Oer. 
fe and Occaſions. This Grant was by Law tettied II 1735 ». 

ze graben that King during his Life; yet in 1701, we find he 1 
Peron amed 100,000 J. a Year, Part of this 500,000 7. Civil 


in Revenue, and applied it toward the Payment of the 
lic Dubts, for this expreſs Reaſon, becau/e the Occajions 
which the ſaid 100,000 l. was given, were then ceaſed. 
his, I fay, is a Precedent in Point, for a Reſumption af- 
r the Cauſe of Granting has ceaſed; and from a Parity of 
eaſon, it it ſhould be afterwards found the Cauſe of Grant- 


Majel 
Jv ella 
a {art 0 
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the cus did not require near ſo large a Grant as was at firſt ima- 
iy pafec ed, and therefore actually granted, ought not ſome Part 
o arme that Grant to be reſumed, or applied to ſome other Pur- 
the ou ? So that if it could be ſuppoſed that a leſs Revenue 
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an what was intended. by Parliament would be ſufficient 
r the Prince of Wales, there would be fome Reaſon for a 
eumption; but I am far from ſuppoſing any ſuch Thing; 
e Addreſs I have propoſed ſhews the contrary, and there- 
re it cannot be preſumed that my Motion has the leaſt 
endency towards a deſigned Reſumption: It is only for 


10d De irg a Part of the Civil Liſt Revenue applied to that 

tion 108% for which it was granted by Parliament, and to which 

at Rei ought in Law, in Equity, and in Wiſdom and good 

! by teich, to be applied ; therefore I hope my Motion for 

of (Wt Purpoſe will be unanimouſly agreed to. N 
mii 1088 The Anſwer was by Sir Robert Malpole, to the following $/r Robert 
1 a R100: 1 | Watpole, 
ation, SIR, 

on ot (088! riſe up to offer you my Sentiments upon the Motion 

any f eh the Honourable Gentleman has now been pleated to 

ole, ike to you; but I muſt begin with declaring, that I never 

by Tae up to ſpeak upon any Affair in this Houſe with a 


tyer Concern, a greater Reluctancy, than I do upon the 
fair now before you. I ſhall molt readily agree with the 
mourable Gentleman that it is a Matter of the higheſt 
Uportance, it is indeed of the utmoſt Importance, but it is 
lo {ad, of ſo melancholy a Concern, that J am ſorry it 
ſhould have been mentioned, or that any ſuch Motion 


eſs woll 
n; that 
ſume 3 
e grand 
Lille. 


nd; [8 Wd have been made in this Houſe. I am ure the Ho- 
hem ; "Fable Gentleman does not view it in the fame Light 
1e real 0; if he did, I am convinced he would have been the 
ue CEA 


tio have mentioned it, or to have adviſed its being men- 


1ght * Md in either Houſe of Parliament; and therefore, when 
this, : conſiders it ſeriouſly, I hope he will withdraw the Motion” 
10 s made; for if he ſhould inſiſt upon it, he mult ne- 
d 00 Ni 


nly bring every Gentleman of this Houle under one 
ne greateit Difficulties any Man ever was, or ever can 
| 5 de 


In. fer K 
e 


Anno 10. Geo. 


41.1736). 
n 


( 296 ) 


be in. It is an Affair of Property, it is a Queſtion h think 
which the legal Property of the Crown itſelf is to be de the He 
termined ; and in ſuch a Caſe, muſt not every Gent/cn, MM that Pe 
be under the greateſt Difficulty how to give his Vote 9 and as 


his Opinion? By declaring in favour of the Motion, ed, we 


pute between his Majeſty and his. Royal Highneſs, and uct 


any thing as a Favour done to him, if it has the leaſt Te 


was an Affair in which the Parliament ought to avoi 


if poſſible avoid giving any Judgment in this Affair; but al 


ſiqderation about Money once granted to the Crown, with 


we made that Grant, we might have ordered the Appl 


Ule ; ſuch a particular Appropriation might perhap- "al 


may ſeem to injure the Royal Father, his Sovereign; b appro 
declaring againſt it, he may ſeem to injure the Royal Sqn reſpect 
and Apparent Heir to the Crown. As I have tlic Honou plied ; 


to know particularly the Wiſdom and the Virtue of bot preſeril 
the Royal Perſons concerned, I can give my Opinion wit venue 
the more Freedom; becauſe I am ſure neither of them wil nour ar 
think himſelf injured by a Gentleman's giving his Opinio that A 


or his Vote freely in Parliament; and I am {ure his Roya beſt ap 


Highneſs the Prince of Wales has ſo much Wiſdom, an uſe of 


ſo true a Senſe of filial Duty, that he will never look upo hd 
$ I 
dency towards offering an Indignity to his Royal Father, f Wal 
That there is no Affair of an Importance too high f ſion, 
the Conſideration of Parliament I ſhall admit; but, Sin "*per 


there are many Affairs of a Nature ſo delicate, that neithe ſch a 


Wildom nor good Policy will allow of the Parliament polible 


taking them into their Conſideration ; and if ever ther wha 
Sve 


doleciſt 


giving Judgment, the Affair now before you is one. [ron Gew 


our paſling Judgment in ſuch an Affair, every Man with 


out Doors will imagine there is a private Miſtake or Dil Aa 
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an Opinion, if it ſhould generally prevail, may be of tit 
moſt dangerous Conſequence to both: We ſhould therefor 


for complying with the Motion, if it were in our Inclination 
I do not think it is in our Power: It would be a Violatiol 
of Property, a taking from the King a Part of that in 
perty which is already eſtabliſhed in him by Act of Perla won ki, 
ment, and to which he has as good a Right as any privat 1 15. 
Man in the Kingdom has to any private Property he «0! 125 
or can poſſeſs; for tho' the Parliament has a Power t9 ap A 1 
propriate Money to particular Uſes at the Time it is genf = 
ed, yet afterwards they have no ſuch Power; and it has roy 
ways been a Rule of this Houſe, not to enter into any C. 7 
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firſt having the Conſent of the Crown. The Civil * 
Revenue has already been granted to his Majelty ; %* 
cation of it to particular Uſes, and might have gone 3 „ 
as to have appropriated a particular Sum to each reſpect 


„ 
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II. 1736-7. of Wales. e 4 | . | 
Ice is not ſo much as pretended, Sir, that any of thode 
_ Grants made by King Henry III. to his Son EA pro- 
cieeded from the Interpoſition of Parliament: On the con. 
trary, 'tis evident, they proceeded entirely from the Pal; 
tics of the Court at that Time, and thoſe Politics were ng 
founded upon the Maxim of making the Prince independent, 

but upon a Deſign of gaining the Affections of the People 

in thoſe Countries which had been but lately ſubdued, i 
having been thought more honourable for them to be gy. 
verned by the King's eldeſt Son, than by any other Subjed, 

In like Manner we know that none of the Grants made by 
Edawvard III. to his Son Edavard, the black Prince, proceeded 
from any Addreſs or Application from Parliament; for 
tho* they were, molt of them, confirmed by Parliament 
yet it appears that all thoſe Confirmations were obtained 
and paſſed at the Deſire of the King himſelf ; and here 
likewiſe it may be faid, and I believe with Juſtice too, that 

the erecting of Cornwall into a Dutchy, and ſettling it upon 

the eldeſt Son of every future King, as alſo the erecting of 
 Guienne and Gaſcony into a Principality, and granting it u 
the Prince of Wales, proceeded rather from a Deſign of do- 

ing Honour to thoſe Countries, than from any Deſign « 
making the Prince abſolutely independent of his Father; 

for we find it was a common Practice in former Days, tt 
erect a Country or Province into a Dutchy or Principalit 

by way of doing Honour to the Country, and in recom 
pence for ſome good Services performed by the Inhabitants! 
Thus we find the County of Cheſter was erected into a Prin 
cipality by Richard II. becauſe the Militia of that Count 
had countenanced and enforced his molt Arbitrary Me 
ſures during his famous Parliament at Shrewſbury; and 
every one knows that it has always been reckoned an He 
nour to any City or Province to adopt it as a Title for al 

of the Princes of the Royal Family; therefore we are 0 

to conclude that the Grants made to former Princes 9 
Wales are a ſufficient Authority for eſtabliſhing it as a Maxin 

that every Prince of Wales ought to have a ſeperate and in 
dependent Proviſion ſettled upon him. 
Now, Sir, with regard to thoſe Caſes mentioned where 

the Parliament have aQually interpoſed. In the Caſeo 
Prince Richard, eldeſt Son of Edward the black Prince, t 
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Choice 


Licen 
very probable that Application from Parliament was pro yo 
cured. by the King himſelf; in order to diſappoint ode 
Hopes the Duke of Lancaſter, his ſecond Son, might habe“ ars 
fucceeding to the Throne; but ſuppoſe it was not pou to F 


„ 
y the King himſelf, as there was then ſome Jealouſy in uno 10. Geo- 
the Nation that the Due of Lancafter would endeavour to II. 736.7. 


afarp the Crown after his Father's Deceaſe, who was then | 
old, the Parliament had great Reaſon to addreſs for * 


hying the eldeſt Son of the deceaſed Prince of Wales creat- 


Prins 
* thoſ 
4 pro. 
1 Con- 


rg ed Prince of Wales in the Room of his Father, in order to 
« n ond al Diſputes about the Succeſſion to the Crown; which 
Pear +2 Reaſon cannot be ſaid now to ſubſiſt, and is a Reaſon 
ned þ yery different from that of having an independent Proviſion 
be oo feed upon the Prince of Wales. As for the Application 
08 fom Parliament for having Prizce Henry, eldeſt Son of 
- m is IV. created Prince of Wales, Duke of Cornwall, and 
nd Erl of Cheſter, it plainly appears to have proceeded from 
u the King's particular Favourites in Parliament, therefore 


we malt ſuppoſe it was with the Approbation, or rather 
Procurement, of the King himſelf; and his Reaſon for pro- 
auring ſuch an Application was very far from being found - 


lament, 


btained 


1 & upon any Max im or Defign of ſettling an independent 
00, that le | 3 18. 21 * | 
it upot Proviſion upon the Prince his eldeſt Song but as his own 


Title to the Crown was a' little doubtful, *tis evident he 


NL 
ting of procured that Application from Parliament, with a Deſign 


b Fob to have his Son declared his lawful Succeſſor, and only 
ſion « ngheful Heir to the Crown. Then as to What was done in 
Father; the Reign of Henry VI. I hope none of the Tranſactions 
Jays, tt er that unfortunate Reign will be inſiſted on as good Pre- 
-ipalit tedents for any Thing that ought to be done in this; for 


that whole Reign was a continued Series of weak and de- 
Intive Meaſures on the Part of the Court, and very un- 
jlifable' Tacroachments on the Part of the Parliament. 


recom 
bitantz: 


. Thus, Sir, none of the Precedents mentioned relating to 
y Ma de Heir Apparent of the Crown, can be any Way taken 
55 aol as 2 good Precedent for our agreeing to the Motion now be 
an Ho fre us; and of the two Precedents mentioned relating to 
FR tte preſumptive Heirs of the Crown, that relating to 


are hol 
inces of 
Maxim 
and in 


King Janes, when Die of York, can have nothing to do in 
the preſent Queſtion ; for the making of a Settlement upon 
lim was fo far from proteeding from any Addreſs or other 
application from the Parliament to the King, that it pro- 
ceeded rather from the King's applying to his Parliament 
for that Purpoſe ; and the Parliament's having any Thing 
all to do in that Affair proceeded from Neceſſity not 
choice; becauſe the Revenue of the Poſt-Office, and Wine 


d when 
Caſe o 


inc, tl dice; bee | 

„ . Licenſe Office could not be ſettled upon the Duke of York 
int af" >) Authority of Paaliament. And as for that relating 
t have bthe late Queen Ame, when Princeſs 'of Denmark, it ap- 


pars probable, indeed, that that Aﬀair was firſt brought 
Uo Parliament, not only without the Approbation, but 
Ppz contrary 


procur 


bi 


Auno 10. Geo. contrary to the Inclination of the Court at that Time: 
II. 1736-7. But what was the Conſequence ? It occaſioned an unſes. 
WY RL ſonable Prorogation of that Seſſion, by which the Affairs of 


am convinced the honourable Gentleman that made it 
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the Nation were very much embarraſſed; and if ſuch wer 
to be the Conſequence of our agreeing to this Motion, [ 


would not ſo much as deſire any Gentleman to agree to i. 
Nay, even that very Parliament could never come to ary 
fixed Reſolution in that Affair, till they had obtained the 
King's Approbation of what they were about to do, and 
then they unanimouſly agreed to addreſs his Majeſty to make 


a Proviſion for the Prince and Princeſs of Denmark of 50,000, Mt Rever 
a Year ; fo that even that Affair can be no Precedent for Mitable | 
our agreeing to this Motion, 'till it be ſome Way or other eo any! 
ſignified to us, that his Majeſty approves of what we arc him, 
about to do. 3 | 5 the AQ 
From theſe Obſervations, I think, Sir, it will appear, tht Wt Rever 
the Precedents which have been mentioned are either ſuch Noch the 
as ought not to be followed, or ſuch as are no way appli- Ney, 
cable to the Caſe now before us; therefore it cannot be (aid WA | find 
that the Motion is founded upon any proper Precedent ; and lt to a 
whatever the Wiſdom and Policy of our Kings may have Willow h! 
been with reſpect to the ſettling an independent Proviſion it to 
upon the Heir Apparent to the Crown, it ſeems it has al- it ſeem 
ways been the Wiſdom and Policy of the N tion to leave il Liſt 
that Affair entirely to the Option of the King upon ide land .c 
Throne, and never to intermeddle but when it has appeared, . land 
or has even been ſignified to the Parliament, that tucir in of his 
termeddling would be agreeable, to both the Parties con- ding: 
cerned. This, Sir, is true Wiſdom ; this is right Policy. | hope 
Even, in private Liſe, it is generally held to be officious ad ju or ec 
imprudent for a Stranger to-intexmedd!e in the Family . Eli; 
fairs of his Neighbour, without any Cal! from the Parile Iles to 
concerned; if there was no Breach.-before, it generally o- e Con 
caſions one; and if there was a Breach, it makes the Brea Wi defar 
wider much more often than, it occaſions a Reconci emen. Wn all 
The, Parliament. has a Right, ths, Parliament is ofien 40 of 
Duty bound, to offer Advice ta their Sovereign; but in de: on 
termining when, or upon what Occaſions, we may or ce no 


00 thi 


offer our Advice, we ought toi conſider our Sovereign in! bak 
hen 


twofold Reſpect: We ought to conſider him in his Political 
and Royal Capacity, and in his Natural and Paternal C. 
pacity, In all Cafes which regard. his Politjcal and Royal 
Capacity we have certainly a Right to judge of the Mes. 
ſures that are taken, and may recommend what we th!" 
molt ex pedient; but in Affairs which regard only bis Ne, 
tural and Paternal Capacity we have no Right to judge 


*. 
— 
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"me : duld be officious in us to recommend, without ſome Anno 10. Geo. 
unſez. t of Application from him for that Purpoſe; and as the II. 1736-7. 


rs of 
| Were 
on, I 
de it, 


miding for every Branch of the Royal Family is an AF- 
r which regards only his Natural and Paternal Capacity, 
mould be officious in us, it is inconſiſtent with true Wildom 
good Policy for us, to pretend to judge, or to preſcribe what 


: to it, Wit to be done, or in what Manner it ought to be done. 
to any WWThat the Prince of Wales ought to be ſupported, that he 
ed ten to be honourably ſupported, I ſhall moſt readily 
o, and Wit; and I ſhall likewiſe grant that the Support of the 
make e of Wales is and ought to be a Charge upon the Civil 
000. Revenue; but, Sir, that he has either a legal or an 
nt for table Right to any particular Share of that Revenue, 


r other 
we are 


to any Share, but ſuch as the King his Father pleaſes to 


the Acts of Parliament that were ever made, relating to 
Revenue, I have particularly conſidered that Act by 
ch the Civil Liſt Revenue was ſettled upon his preſent 


ar, that 
er ſuch 


appl. ety, and neither in that Act, nor in any other, 
be (aid BA | find any Words for giving the Prince of Wales a legai 
t; and t to any other Share, than what his Majeſty ſhall pleaſe 
yy have Blow him; nor can 1 find any Words from which a 


roviſion 

has al- 
to leave 
pon the 
ö peared, 
CIT Ns 
les Colt 


pit to any other Share can be equitably inferred. To 
itſeems his Majeſty has as abſolute a Right to the whole 
ll Lit Revenue, during his Life, as any Gentleman in 

land can have to his own Eſtate. The eldeſt Son of 
/ landed Gentleman in Exgland ought to be ſupported 
of his Father's Eſtate, and that Support ought to be 


Policy. | hope it will not be ſaid that the eldeſt Son has any 
jous and or equitable Right to any particular Share of his Fa- 
ily A Eltare, or to any Share, but ſuch as his Father 
Parties es to allow him, unleſs that Right be eſtabliſhed by 
ally ce. e Conveyance made to the Father, or by ſome Seitle- 
> Breach WW" befare made and agreed to by the Father. 5 
i emen. . all Caſes of Equity, to be fare, Sir, the Intention of 
ofien in of Parliament is to be chiefly regarded; but that 


ac in de: on mult ſome way or other appear from the Words. 


or ca e not to take the Intention of a Law from the In- 
gu 10 e this or that Gentleman really had, or may ſay he 
Politicl hen he agreed to the Paſſing of that Law. When a 
nal Ca. 8 to be * bye under the Conſideration of Parlia- 
d Royal , every Gentleman may have his own Intention, his 
he Mer eaſons for agreeing to it, and ſome may have Reaſons 


e think 
his Na- 
| judge! 

k 


> ntrary to thoſe of others, One Gentleman may 
a Intention that it ſhould be interpreted in one 


quite 


u him, is what I cannot ſo eaſily admit. I have peruſed 


ring to the Character and Circumſtances of the Family; 


I, another may intend that it ſhould be interpreted in a 


(302) 
Amo 10 Geo, quite different; but when that Law is paſſed, ard comes; 
II. 4736-7. terwards to be applied to any particular Caſe, neither ti 
WY Reaſons nor the Intentions of thoſe who paſſed it, are ty 
: regarded: There is nothing to be regarded, but the Cu 
text and the Words of that I5zw, in order to put upon the 

the moſt equitable Conſtruction they will bear; and to 
ſuch a Conſtruction upon any of thoſe general Wordz! 
the Act for eſtabliſhing the Civil Lift Revenue, by whi 
that Revenue is appropriated to the Support of his Ma 
jeſty's Houſhold, as would take from his Majeſty the Pont 

of judging: what was fit to be done in his own Fami 
would, I am fure, be a very unnatural Conſtruction, an 
_ conſequently, I muſt think, a very unequitable one. [ti 
Conſtruction the Words themſelves will no way admit of 
it is an Intention I am convinced no Gentleman could hn 
when he agreed to them. 17 | | 
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I hope, Sir, from what I have ſaid it will appear, th 
there is no abſolute Neceſſity, either from the Nature 
the Thing, or from any Maxim in our Conſtitution, that 
certain, perpetual and independent Proviſion ſhould be {ettl 
upon the Prince of Wales; that if there were, it would! 

very improper for the Parliament to intermeddle int 
Affair; and that his Majeſty is the ſole and only ud 
whether ſuch a Settlement ought to be made or not. Ihe 
fore we muſt conclude, that his Majeſty is the ſole and an 
Judge, when that Settlement ought to be made. But total 
away all further Diſpute upon either of theſe Heads 
muſt acquaint: you, That I am commanded by his Maj 
to lay before this Houſe, - that his Majeſty Yeltert 

| ſent a Meſſage to his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wal 
by the Lord Chancellor, Lord Preſident, Lord Stew 
Lord Chamberlain, Duke of Richmond, Duke of 4% 
Duke of Newcaſtle, Earl of Pembroke, Earl of Scarbmil 
and Lord Harrington; which Meſſage, ſo ſent by ti 
Lords, being in Writing, I ſhall now, Sir, deliver to jo 
This Meſſage was as follows, wiz, His Majelly | 
commanded us to acquaint your Royal Highneſs, in his Nat 
That, upon your Royal Highneß's Marriage, he immeduth 
took into his Royal Confideration the ſettling 2 pig 
Jointure upon the Princeſs off Wales ; but his ſudden 9 

| abroad, and his late Indifpoſition ſince his Return, 
| hitherto retarded the Execution of theſe his gracim 
ao tentions; from which ſhort Delay his Majeſty Gid 1 
= apprehend any Tnconveniencies could ariſe, efpecia!y" 
no Application had, in any Manner, been made to him f 
| this Subject by your Roya! Highneſs ; and that bis Maj 
1 hath now given Orders for ſettling a Jointure 17 


{ 
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ixceſs of Males, as far as he is enabled by Law, ſuitable Anno 10. Geo. 
her high Rank and Dignity ; which he will, in proper II. 1736-7. 
me, Jay before his Parliament, in order to be rendered X | 
ain and effectual, for the Benefit of her Royal Highneſs. 
[The King has further commanded us to acquaint your 
nal Highneſs that, altho' your Reya/ Highneſs has not 
wght fit by any Application to his Majeſty, to defire, that 
ar Allowance of 50,000 /. per Ann. which is now paid 
Monthly Payments, at the Choice of your Royal High. 
„ preferably to Quarterly Payments, might, by his Ma- 
y's farther Grace and Favour, be rendered leſs preca- 
jus, his Majeſty, to prevent the bad Conſequences, which, 
apprehends, may follow from the undutiful Meaſures, 
lick, his Majeſty is informed, your Royal Highneſs has 
xn adviſed to purfue, will grant to your Royal Highneſs, 
his Majeſty's Life, the ſaid 50,000 J. per Annum, to be 
ing out of his Majeſty's Civil Liſt Revenues, over and 
we your Royal Highneſs's Revenues ariſing from the 
ueby of Cornwall ; which his Majeſty thinks a very com- 
ent Allowance, conſidering his numerous Iſſue, and the 
at Expences, which do and muſt neceſſarily attend an 
nourable Proviſion for his whole Royal Family.” DE 
And that to this Meſſage his Roya! Highneſs the Prince 
med a verbal Anſwer, which, according to the beſt Re- 
lection and Remembrance of the Lords, was in Subſtance 
follows, viz. | = 

That his Roya/ Highneſs deſired the Lords to lay him, 
all Humility at his Majeſty's Feet; and to aſſure his 
peſty, that he had, and ever ſhould retain, the utmoſt 
ty for his Royal Perſon; that his Royal Highneſs was 
V thankful for any Inſtance of his Majelty's Goodneſs to 
Dd, or the Princeſi, and particularly for his Majeſty's 
ious Intention for ſettling a Jointure upon her Royal 
ine; but that, as to the Mecflage, the Affair was now 
of his Hands, and therefore he could give no Anſwer 


Afer which, his Royal Hag bneſ, uſed many dutiful Ex- 
ons towards his Majeſty, and then added, Indeed, my 
K it Is in other Hands, I am ſorry for it. Or to that 


fis Regal Highneſs concluded with earneſtly defiring the 
tt, to repreſent his Anſwer to his Majeſty in the molt 
Pectful and dutiful Manner. 

om this moſt gracious Meſſage it appears, Sir, that 
lejelty has for tome Time given a yearly Allowance to 
yal Highnefi, and ſuch an Allowance as his Majeſty 
it a very competent Allowance conſidering his 
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Auno 10. Geo, merous Iſſue, and the great Ex pences, which do and mi 
II. 1736-7. neceſſarily attend an honourable Proviſion for his wig 
WYN/ Royal Family; and it appears further, that this Allow 
| has been regularly paid in that Manner in which his Ry 
Highneſs himſelf choſe as the moſt proper and convenie 

for him; therefore it cannot be ſaid that the making of fy 

an Allowance has been in the leaſt delay'd; and if t 

converting of that Allowance into a perpetual and in 

pendent Settlement had been abſolutely neceſſary, or we 

now abſolutely neceſſary, it cannot be ſaid there has bee 

any fuch Delay as can give Occaſion for the [nterpoſiti 

of Parliament; becauſe, if his Royal Highneſs had not! 

fore his Marriage been ſatisfied with the Manner in whit 

his Ailowance was made to him, or had but fignifed th 

he thought it was eſtabliſhed upon too precarious a Fou 

dation, his Majeſty would have eſtabliſhed it in any Mann 

he defired; and confidering how ſoon his Majeſty we 

abroad after the happy Marriage of his Royal Highnt, 

cannot be pretended that the leaſt unneceſſary Delay! 

ſince that Time been made, with reſpect to the making 

a Settlement upon his Royal Highneſs, even in that Mann 
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which is ſaid to be abſolutely neceſſary by the Maxims all te - 
Cuſtom of the Kingdom. But ſuppoſing that the makin «.. 
of that Settlement had been unneceſſarily delay'd, whaten & wo 
Delay or Neglect may have happened in that Reſpect is an In 
made up by his lajeſty's Meſſage to his Royal Highnij Demand 
and the communicating of that Meſſage to this Hot 1... 
which I have now done by his Majeſty's Command, nl... I: 
be a full Anſwer to every Thing that can be faid, wi igbt te 
reſpect to Time at leaſt, in Favour of the Motion nod uit Fo 
fore us Nay, from his Royal Highne/s's Anſwer to ſabliſhe 


Majeſty's Meſſage, it ſeems reaſonable to believe that! 
Royal Higbneſo is himſelf ſatisfied with what his Majeye 
fers, and that he would be ſorry to hear of our han 
agreed to the Motion now made to us; for what othd 
Meaning can be put upon his Royal Highneſs's ſay ing, a 


ally 

Venue 
t at Pt 
ar out 
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he was jorry for the Affair's being then in other Hands f bis J. 
For this Reaſon, Sir, I think the Debate will 19 lt: ne. 
brought within a very narrow Compaſs; for if the os To V 


ſnould no be inſiſted on, it can proceed from ee 
Gentlemen's taking upon them to differ in Opinion rol 
his Majeſty, and to think that 50,000. a Year out of f 


ar it jr 
Much vr. 
lire 2 


| Civil Litt, beſides his Royal Highnefs's Revenue ariſing e ink of 
the Dutchy of Cornwall, is not a competent Allovan ing wi 
| conſidering his Majelly's numerous Iſſue, and the get il not 
| pences, which do and mult neceſſarily attend an ban ly, | 
| Provificn for his whole Royal Family. As this has cord; 
| | | alfred Vor : 
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and n eeady infiſted on, as it has been ſaid that 100,000 J. a 
11s wöo ear is the leaſt his Roya! Highneſs ought to have out of 
Aloe Civil Liſt, beſides the Revenues of the Principality of 
bis %,, and Datchy of Cornwall, and that it was the leaſt 
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e Parliament that eſtabliſhed the preſent Civil Liſt in- 
nded he ſhould have, I muſt beg Leave to anſwer in as 


ead, and to give my Reaſons for being of the ſame Opinion 
With his Majeſty. 

By what I have ſaid, or am to ſay upon this Head, I 
jould not have it underſtood, Sir, as if 1 believed his Roya/ 
Wobneſs the Prince of Wales ought not to have more than 
0,000 J. a Year: On the contrary, I think he ought to 
we a great deal more than double the Sum, if it were 
ofible for his Majeſty to ſpare ſo much from the Civil Lift 


Anno 10. Ges) 
II. 1736-7, | 


x Words as poſſible, to what has been ſaid upon that 


y Man. jenve, or if the Nation were ſo happy as to be in a 
Jelly ve ndition to increaſe the Civil Liſt, ſo as to enable his Ma- 
Nb h to make ſuch an Allowance to his Royal Hiohneſs as he 
Delay eres, and as his Majeſty would incline to give him. 
* ere we to meaſure his Allowance by his Merit, as we 

it Mann 


now no Bounds to the latter, we could preſcribe no Bounds 
0 the former: The only Courſe we could take would be, 
offer whatever he pleaſed to demand ; and even in that 


axims au 
e makin 


ute we would have Reaſon to fear leſt his Modeily might 
pect 1010 van Injury to his Generoſity, by making him confine his 
* jemands within the ſtricteſt Bounds of Neceflity. I am 
1 | 


dt therefore to examine what his Royal Highneſs ought to 


_ „ we, I am only to endeavour to ſhew that we have no 
al je phe to preſcribe to his Majeſty, what he ought to give ; 
5 oh dat it could not be the Intention of that Parliament which 


ſabliſned the preſent Civil Lift, to grant 100,000 /. a Year, 
any other certain yearly Sum out of the Civil Lilt 
Frenue to his Royal Highneſs; and that his Majeſty can- 


e that | 
Vajetye 
ar havil 


te al tat preſent conveniently ſpate more than 50,0007. a 
„ing, tl ear out of that Revenue. . 
yy To tay, Sir, that the Parliament has a Right to preſcribe 
g a 4 his Majeſty, what Proviſion he ſhall make out of his 
ne Moti n Eſtate for any one of his Children, has ſomething in it 


irſt View ſo very extraordinary, that I am ſurprized to 


on art inſiſted on. Such a Right would put the King in a 
— of t uch worſe State than any one of his Subjects; and 1 mull 
25 fue Gentlemen would conſider, what a Foreigner would 
EY nk ol this Nation, if he ſhould be told, we entrult the 
reat BY 18 with the Government of the whole Kingdom, but we 
_- l not entruſt him with the Government of his own Fa- 
pas bee . I do not know that there is in all our Hiſtories or 


ords any one Precedent or Foundation for ſuch a Par- 


Q q liamentary 


alen VOL; IV. 


306 
Ann 10. Geo, Vamentary Claim, but that ſingle one in the Reign of 
II. 1736-7. Henry VI. and that was, we know, ſo weak a Reign thy 
Fo a OB. became neceſſary for the Parliament to aſſume ſevenl 
Rights and Privileges which they were not Properly, and 
by the Nature of our Conſtitution, intitled to. As for 
what the Parliament did in Relation to the Princeſs Anne i 
Denmark, it can no Way be made uſe of in the preſent Caſe; 
that Affair was firſt brought into Parliament when they 
were conſidering how much it would be neceſſary to alloy 
for the Support of our Civil Government, and then it he 
came very proper to take into their Conſideration what nar. 
ticular Sum was to be allowed for the Support of the Prin 
and Princeſs of Denmark ; for tho' they were of the Roy 
Family, they were not of the King's own Family ; and 
therefore the Appropriating of a certain particular Sum 
for the:r Support, or the Addrefling to have a certain Sum 
appropriated for that Purpoſe, could not be called an ln 
termedd'ing in the King's domeſtic Affairs. 
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Beſides, Sir, it is not ſo natural for any Man to prova neceſ 

| honourably for his preſumptive Heir, as for any one of H Prin 
own Children: The preſumptive Heir is ſometimes lookeiif Wale 
on even with Jealou'y and Envy; and therefore, there 5. els, ſex 
very ſtrong Reaſon for the Parliament's interfering mot bad | 
particularly in one Cafe, than common Decency can ada. ſupf 
of in the other. 1 | ler Ch 
But ſuppoſe, Sir, the Parliament had a Right to preſerid Ba: 

to his Majeſty, what Proviſion he ſhall make out of hl nd civ; 
own Eſtate for any, or for every one of his Children, ho lildre! 
is it poſſible for us to exerciſe that Right in our prefen Ar 
Situation? Before we can with any Countenance pretend t vcahon 
exerciſe ſuch a Right, we ought to examine narrow!y int mend 
the Produce of the Civil Liſt Revenue, and the {eve nlian 
Uſes to which it muſt neceflarily be applied, in order tok flly's A 
how much his Majetty can conveniently ſpare out of ti 5 E2 
Revenue : We ought likewiſe to examine particularly int * In 
the Eſtabliſhment of his Roya/ Highneſ;"s Houſhold, anda gjeſty 


the Expences he may neceſſarily be put to for ſupport 
the Dignity and Gr ndeéur in which the Heir Apparel 
to the Crown of Great Britain ought to live, in ddt 
to determine what particular Sum his Majelty i 
allow him annually out of the Civil Liſt Revenue. Is 
poſſible for us in our preſent Situation to examine m 
either of theſe Particulars? We have at preſent no Acco! 
relating to the Civil Liſt, nor any Account relating to 


Royal Highneſs's Houſhold before us, and without 3 Mult Wo 
tude of tuch Accounts it is not poſſible for us to 80 un wk 


with any ſuch Examination. N 
. on 
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Anno 10. Geo, Which the late King had net; and ſince they granted fg 
II. 1736-7. the Support of the preſent King's Houſhold and civil Go. 
WY RV Vernment, but exactly the ſame Sum that had been found 
from the Experience of paſt Times to be neceſſary, and had 
been actually given for the Support of the late Kings 
Houſhold and civil Government, it is apparent to me the 
concluded his Majeſty might fave and deduct as much from 
the Allowance to be made to the Prince of Wales, as would 
be ſufficient for providing for her preſent Majeſty the Queen, 
and all their other Children. From all which it is to me] 
evident that the Parliament that eſtabliſhed the preſent Civil 
Lift did not intend his Real Highneſs ſhould have out of it 
a full 100,000 J. a Year. , They intended only what was 
Tight they ſhould intend, and what only in due Deſerence to 
their Sovereign they could intend, which was, that his Ma- 
jeſty ſhould allow the Prince of Wales what he, in his great 
Wiſdom, might think a competent Allowance for ſupport. 
ing the Honour and Dignity of the Heir Apparent to the 
Crown, conſidering his Majeſty's numerous Iſſue, and the 
great Expences, Which would neceſſarily attend an honout:- 
able Proviſion for his whole Royal Family. 

I think, Sir, I have now clearly ſhewn what his Ma- 
jeſty meant by, and what the Parliament could only intend 
from the Experience of faſt Times; and, if we now proceed 
upon the ſame Foundation, we mult conclude, that 50,0004, Aach ( 
a Year is the moſt his Majeſty can ſpare out of the Ciri Ce 9 
Liſt for the Support of his Roya/ Highneſs, His Mayelly aud t. 
lows 8000 J. a Year for the Support of his Roya/ Heghnis 
the Duke of Cumberland, 5 O00 J. a Year to her Rozal High 
neſs the Princeſs of Orange, 5, 300 l. a Year for the tw 
eldeſt Princeſſes, and 2000 J. a Year for the to young 3 
all which are extraordinary Expences unknown 1n the late 
Reign. To theſe if we add the 50,000 J. a Year for the 
Support of her. Majeſty, which was likewiſe unknown in 
the late Reign, and a proportienable additional Allowance 
for Bed and Board, and other extraordinary Expences in te 
ſeveral Palaces, we muſt conclude that his Majeſty mult ne: e not 
ceſſarily be at 100,000 7. a Year Expence more than Was 
found, or could be neceſſary in the late Reign, which will 
make the whole Expence of his Majeſty's Houſho!d, and 
civil Government, without including the Allowance of the dont. 
Prince of Wales, amount, according to the & xperzence of ja 
Times, at leaſt 800, ooo. a Year; ſo that, every Slot 
his Majeſty allows for the Support of the Prince of Hal, 
mult ariſe from Frugality and good Management, and ban 
contracting, and ſaving a Part of that Expence which 
found neceſſary in the late Reign. Therefore, ſo far fla 
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| for mrclading or imagining that his Majeſty may ſpare more _4»n9 10. Ge. 
Go- than 50,000 J. a Year for his Royal Highneſs, we have rea- II. 1736-7. 
ound n to be ſurprized how he cen ſpare fo much. YRS 
had But this, Sir, will appear ſtill more evident by an Exam- 
ing ge in private Life. Suppoſe two Country Gentlemen, each 
they e 8000 J. a Year Eſtate in Land: Suppoſe their Rents 
from equally good, and equally well paid, and that their Lands. 
You] xe equally taxed ; and ſuppoſe that one of theſe Gentle- 
acen, en has but one only Son, but that the other has five or 


it Children. Can we ſuppoſe the latter able to ſettle upon 
his eldeft Son as large a Part of his Eſtate as the former may 


| 
| 
| 


: of it re to ſettle upon his only Son? Surely, Sir, no Man in 

t was leaon can ſuppoſe any ſuch Thing; the latter has his 
nce to ruager Children not only to maintain, but to provide for, 

5 Ma- therefore neither he nor his eldeſt Son can live in ſuch | 
great I erandeur, as the former and his only Son may do. This | 
pport- the very Caſe before us: His preſent Majeſty has but | 
to the $00,000 J. a Year Eſtate, the late King had the ſame, if 
nd the e add to his late Majeſty's ſettled Revenue, the ſeveral 


onour- P itiona! Grants that were occaſionally made to the Civil 


Lit in his Reign. His late Majeſty had but one only Son; 


is Ma- preſent Majeſty, to our Comfort and Happineſs, Has ſe- 
intend ea Children ; and therefore it is not to be ſuppoſed that 
roceed e preſent King, or the preſent Prince of Wales, can live 
„00% ich Grandeur, as the late King, and the preſent, whilſt 


e Civil race of Wales, were able to do, unleſs the Parliament 


jelly d think fit to encreaſe the Eftate of the Crown by a 
ig additional Grant to the Civil Lift Revenue. 

1 Highs | ſhall take no Notice, Sir, of the Inſinuations that were 
he oe againſt the Management of the Civil Liſt Revenue in 
unge ic late Reign, ox the Method of ſettling it in this. I do 
the dae n think they any Way relate to the preſent Debate. The 
for the wagement in the late Reign, might, if neceſſary, be 
1OWN In. 


uh accounted for; and the Method of ſettling the Civil 


lowance Revenue in this Reign hardly deſerves the Name 
es in tie an Improvement. But now after having ſhewn that we 
mult ne. not properly a Right to preſent ſuch an Addreſs as is 
han 145 poſed ; that we ought not either in Wiſdom, or Policy, 
ich nil ren common Decency, to preſent ſuch an Addreſs, I muſt 
11d, ans 1 muit intreat of Gentlemen to confider what they are 
; of the Wt, Gentlemen may call it, if they pleaſe, offering our 
2 of 50 ice to our Sovereign; but it is really bringing his Ma- 
Shilling and his eldeſt Son as Plaintiff and Defendant before us. 

Waits, dias Light it will be looked on by every Man without 
nay E It is ſtating ourſelves as the higher Power, and 
lic 


Wing his Royal Highneſs to fue for fuſtice before us: 
*4zrceng to the Queſtion, would be a determining oo 
5 is 


ncludiwg 


„ 
Anno 10. Geo. his Majeſty had done Injuſtice to his eldeſt Son: It woda 
II. 1736-7. be giving a Victory to the Son over the Father, which 
WWW might prove, the Lord have Mercy on us, the Deſtrudion of 
" both, No Man can patiently bear an Inquiry into his Pa 
mily Affairs; no Father can eaſily forgive a Son for 1 
pealing to a higher Power: For God's ſake, let us ſtop 1 
Time this widening Gap, which may make Way for x 
Inundation to drown us all. Our agreeing to ſuch a Queſtio 
might occaſion a perpetual Breach, an [mmedicabile Vulms; 
tho' not, I hope, Erſe recidendam. I hope the Wiſdom of 

| this Houſe will timeouſly prevent any Amputation. 
The Queition now before us, Sir, is of a moſt dangerou 
Nature, it may be the Occaſion of ſuch fatal Conſequence 
to the Royal Family and to the whole Kingdom, that | 
mutt think, the original Authors and Contrivers of it ca 
. be no Friends to either. Jam far from ſuſpecting any Gen 
| tleman of this Houſe, or any Member of either Houſe of 
| Parliament. It is not poſſible for me to ſuppoſe that either 
of them could have been the original Author or Contriver 
of ſuch a Queſtion ; and I am ſure no Gentleman of either 
Houſe would have attempted to have brought ſuch a Queſtion 
to Parliament, if he had viewed it in the fame Light a 
Ido. We may remember, Sir, the fatal Diviſion tha 
happened between his late Majeſty, and his preſent Ma 
jeſty when Prince of Wales: We may remember to wiak 
a Height that fatal Diviſion was carried. The Prince 
Wales, the eldeſt, the only Son of the King, aud Heir 4p 
parent to the- Crown, was turned out of the Royal Palace 
was excluded trom every one of the Royal Palaces, and wat 
obliged to live like a private Nobleman, in a private Houle 
and without any Guards, or other Enſigns of Royal) 
Nay, his very Servants were tempted and hired to forlakt 
him, and were even threatned and bullied if they refuſed 
| yet it cannot be ſaid that the Son was ever guilty of an 
| undutiful Behaviour, or that the Father was deficient in fa 
| tural Affection. To what then could this terrible Divi 
be owing ? It could be owing to nothing but little maliciou 
Slanderers and Tale-Bearers, who, for their own privat 
Ends, ſtirred up a Diviſion in the Royal Family: But it 
well known they are all Foreigners who were the orig 
Authors of it: We know there was not a Britiſb Subſed 
had the leaſt Hand in it. However, be they who the 
will, it is cectain they could be no real Friends either to Ut 
Father or the Son, or to any of the Royal Family. 
Lam lurprized, Sir, to hear it now lo much inſiſted on 
that the Heir Apparent os Preſumprive of the Crown wa 
; 0 
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on him. 1 remember a Time when this Doctrine was far 
om being admitted as one of the Maxims of our Con- 
tion, I remember a Time when the preſent Royal 
mily, who were then the preſumptive Heirs of the 
own by Act of Parliament, were ſo far from being al- 


ay wed a diſtin& and independent Settlement, that they had 
veſt 0 Allowance at all: Nay, even when the Queſtion was 
ulnus, parli 1d a 

_ oved, the Parliament would not ſo much as give any of 
om of 


tem Leave to come and reſide in the Kingdom. The 


oe aim now inſiſted on was therefore very far from being 
erou 


Quence 
that | 
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y Gen 
Louſe of 
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unge, if thoſe who were then ſo regardleſs of the Pre- 
imptive Heir of the Crown, ſhould now ſhew themſelves 
careful of the Apparent Heir, as to do an Injury to the 
ling upon the Throne, for the Sake of providing a very 
oe independent Settlement for the Apparent Heir, 

| am likewiſe ſurprized, Sir, to hear the Term, Eman- 
pation, made uſe of in this Debate. In this Kingdom to 


at to have a diſtint and independent Proviſion ſettled Ay» 19. Ges, 


II. 1736.7 


bought a Maxim at that Time, and I ſhould think it very 


= lk of the Son's being emancipated by Marriage out of 
BIN e family of his Father, is certainly not a proper and juſt 
Kr mA Speaking. In thoſe Countries where the Term 


nancipation was firſt made ule of, the Son was in {ome 
lanner the Slave of his Father. In thoſe Countries Fa- 
ers had at firſt even a Power of Life and Death ove: 
ter Children; and a Right to every Thing the Son could 
qure either by his own Induſtry, or by Gift, or otherwiſe ; 


nt Ma 
0 what 
rence 0 


eir Ap 


T5 or was the Son freed from his paternal Power by Mar: 
Hodel! e: The only Way of freeing him was by a ſolemn Act 


| the Father, an Edict of the Prince, or a Decree of the 
wiſtrate; and the Freeing of the Son from the paterna} 
"Mer by either of theſe Ways was called Emancipation. 
it in this Kingdom we can have no ſuch Term, becauſe 
le Father has not properly any Power over his Children ; 
don after he comes of Age has no further Dependence 
Ion his Father, than what proceeds from filial Affection 
nd Duty, and this continues after his Marriage the ſame 
vas before; it is a Dependance, which never can, nor 


Loyalty 
forſakd 
refuſed 
of an 
at in na 
Diviſio 
1aliciout 
private 
But it! 
og fore no M f e wou | 
ure, no Member of th is Houſe would endeavour to di- 
Wiſh; for whoever endeavours to diminiſh it can have no 
Ne Regard either for the Son or the Father. 
ut, dir, I muſt confeſs, I am no way ſurprized to find 
t thoſe who were ſome Time ago for incroaching upon 
Me King's Prerogative with reſpect to the Officers of his 
„y, ſhould now be for incroaching upon his paternal 
Wer with reſpect to the providing in whatever Manner he 
nay 


* ought to be taken way: It is a Dependance which, 1 


| ( 312) 
Anno 10. Geo. may think moſt proper for his own Children, I am be 
| II. 7367. Tuaded neither of theſe Attempts proceeded from any rf 
| . Diſaffection to his Majeſty, or his illuſtrious Family: | bg 
lieve doth proceeded from . miſtaken Notions of Liberty, g 
from an erroneous Idea of our Conſtitution ; but I hor 
thoſe Gentlemen will conſider, that what they now propol 
is really in ſome Manner, as I have faid, accuſing his Mi 
| jeſty of Injuſtice towards his eldeſt Son. It will be 
looked on by the whole Nation. This will of courſe ver 
much leſſen the Eſteem the People have, and ought to hay 
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| for his Majeſty ; and will certainly, make many of the hear a 
| ſuppoſe he is no longer fit to rule over us. The Con enpt ma 
quences of ſuch an Opinion may be extremely fatal. I uuting, 
! my own Part, if I were in a foreign Nation, and ho one, at 
| hear that ſuch a Queſtion as this had been brought into tu I do 


ention 
art, oug 
y Thin 


oncern 


ther, I ſhould expect to hear, by the next Poſt, that the @ 
Parliament had depoſed the Father, and had ſet the Crow 


| - * . . . . 

| Parliament of Great Britain, and carried againſt the F 
| 

| upon the Head of the Son. This is a Conſequence whic 


I am ſure, the Son would be far from deſiring to {ee ; it i king © 
Conſequence which I am convinced no Gentleman in thfequences 
Houſe deſigns; but as it is a Conſequence which I thin utmoſ 
ſooner or later might be juftly apprehended from ti ert tho 
| - Queſtion's being carried in the Affirmative, therefore mhole N 
| thought myſelf obliged to riſe up and give my Reaſons ke to | 
| being againſt it; and now that I have done fo, wiatefficceſs o. 
may happen to be the Fate of the Queſtion, I am ture eafion 
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* mall ſleep this Night much ſounder in my Bed, and wit 
= ſafer Conſcience, than I could have done, if J had given on 
| p a bare Negative to a Queſtion in which I think the Happ 
| nels of: my King, the Happineſs of the Royal Fami) 
and the Happineſs of my Country ſo deeply concerned. 
| To conclude, Sir, as the Honourable Gentleman Vi 
moved you this Queſtion, has told us that ſeveral Alg 
ments of great Dignity and Weight might be made ui 
againſt it, I have and ſhall always have ſo great a Deferen 
| for that Gentleman's Opinion, that I ſhall, upon all G 
* caſions, be extremely cautious of giving my Aſſent to i 
| 


Queſtion againſt which he thinks any Argument of Dion 
or Weight may be made uſe of. Tis true, he endeavour 
to evade thoſe Arguments by making ſome {ſort of An{we 
to each; but thoſe Anſwers will, from what I have aire 


ſaid, appear, I think, to be very inſufficient ; 10 that believe 
Arguments he made uſe of againſt his own Motion my Rare of, 
| now ſtand in their full Force. In all Queſtions, even whe Non, 


ly Brea 


the Prerogative is concerned, which relate to Affairs dd ö 
or. 


« 2 5 101 
public Nature, the Parliament may interpoſe, but ger” 
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hich relate only to the Royal Family, the Parliament can 4 
Je no Concern: Even his Majeſty's Miniſters cannot 1 
roperly or prudently intermeddle, unleſs ſpecially called „ 3 
pon. As for the Parliament's reſuming any Grant, when K 


te Cauſe of granting ceaſes, it can have nothing to do in 


am pe 
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„ | be 
erty, 


[ hop 


propoſi dee preſent Debate; for there is no Pretence for ſaying that 
his M one of the Cauſes for granting the preſent Civil Liſt 
| be zerenue has ceaſed. And as to the Amount of the Civil 
rſe ver it Revenue, and the Manner in which it is eſtabliſhed, or 


to ba e Uſes for which it ought to be applied, I am ſurprized 


F the hear any Objections made to the former, or any At- 

Con enpt made for directing the latter, ſince at the Time of 

: rating, as I am told, it was unanimouſly agreed to in one 
ſoul 


Into tl 


ouſe, and with but one contradictory Vote in the other; 
1d I do not hear that in either Houle there was the leaſt 


the Fe ention made of the Uſes to which the Whole, or any | 
the fa art, ought to be applied. In ſhort, Sir, there was never | 
Cron y Thing happened in Parliament, gave me ſo great a | 
 whic mncern as the hearing of this Motion made. The very oh | 


it 15 king of ſuch a Motion may be attended with cruel Con 


in ti wences; but if it ſhould be agreed to, after having uſed 
1 thin Wy utmoſt Endeavours to prevent it, I ſhall pray to God to 
om th ert thoſe Judgments which may be brought upon the 
refore hole Nation by our agreeing to ſuch a Motion. This L 


ſons i 
„hatert 
n fure 
d with 
zen oll 


Ake to be my next indiſpentable Duty; but I hope the 
ceſs of my Endeavours will prevent ſuch a melancholy 
ation for my Prayers. | 

The Reply was by Mr. Pultney and the other Gentle- 
lan, who ſpoke for the Motion. | 


Happ SIR, 5 x 
Fami) The Importance of the preſent Debate I ſhall readily ac- | 
ner towledge, has been, I think, acknowledged by every | 
an WI 


entleman who has ſpoke upon either Side of the Queſtion ; 
it ſome of the Gentlemen who have ſpoke againſt the 
tion, have endeavoured to repreſent it ina Light which, 
a ſure, it can no way bear ; a Light which, 1 mult ſay, 
al no way contribute to the Honour or Advantage of either 
| the two Royal Perſons who ſeem to be concerned. To | 
ute that either of them can conceive the leaſt Grudge ll 
nm any Thing that paſſes in Parliament, is really, in my 
Pinion, to inſinuate, that they are ignorant, or not ob- 
ant of the Rights and Privileges of Parliament. This, 
lleve, the honourable Gentlemen were not ſufficiently 
Rare of, otherwiſe they would not have pretended that this 
ton, or any Motion in Parliament, could ever occaſion 


Y Breach or Diſpute between his Majeſty and his Royal 
Vor. IV. ee ws Highneſs 
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1ly i (is Motion has any Effect on People without Doors, it will 
ſuſpede ie, to ſhew them, that we are mindful of our Duty, and 
Divina we have 2 due Regard for the Honour of the Nation, 
: will qd for the Happineſs and Independency of the Heir Ap- 
r to pen to the Crown. 

{on Jan [am far from thinking, Sir, that our agreeing to this 
fe it vi oon will occaſion any Breach between the two Royal 
n in pri erons concerned: On the contrary, I am convinced it 
eſpect i be extremely pleaſing to both. The Royal Father 
) the Fa 


uſt be pleaſed to fee his eldeſt Son and Apparent Heir ſo 
atly beloved, as to have the Parliament intereſting them - 
hes in his Behalf; and the Prince will be pleaſed to ſee 
te Parliament taking Care of his being made independent 
his Father's Miniſters and Servants. Therefore no 
entleman can in that reſpe& be under any Difficulty in 
ring his Vote for the Queſtion ; and I am ſurpriſed to 
ar it ſaid that by voting for or againſt it, an Injury can 
done to either of the Royal Perſons concerned. Can 
e giving of an honeſt and diſintereſted Advice ever be 
Nked on as an Injury to the Perſon to whom it is given? 
a my refuſing to give an Advice, which I do not think 
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1c! Im per, be looked on as an Injury by any Perſon whatever? 
conce1\ te Addreſs propoſed is only by way of Advice; and it is 
75 a eng our Advice in the humbleſt Manner. Shall this, 
that t 


I, be called a Violation of Property? Shall it be called a 


er by lug from the King that Property which is eſtabliſhed in 
Us t0 i Im by Act of Parliament? If the Motion had been, to 
my ing in a Bill for taking 100,000 /. from the Civil Liſt, 
115 Roy! 


ſettling it on the Prince of Wales, there might have 
en ſome Pretence for ſuch Exclamations ; but ſurely our 
Wing his Majeſty, in the humbleſt Manner, to give 
Mat we think the Prince ought to have, can never be 


1t to ſup 
/s, kno) 
bound t 


with ö aied a Taking his Property from him by Violence ; even 
mpoſi. Poling he had as good and as abſolute a Right to the 
them; tle Civil Liſt Revenue, as any private Man can have to 
r 10 110 Eſtate: Which I cannot grant without ſome Reſtriction; 
can it private Man may ſquander his Eſtate in what Manner 
can ft pleaſes,” whereas, if the Civil Lift Revenue ſhould be 
ilpute b culouſly {quandered, the Parliament would have a Right 


can jult 


' Merpoſe, and would, I believe, interpoſe in a Manner 


edung re effetuz! than that of Addrefling. 

ning ue 0 pretend,” Sir, that the Parliament has no Power to ap- 
5 Jl rate Money after it is granted, or that we never enter 
Janner 0 any Confideration' about Money once granted to the 


| this V 


J tn, without the previous Conſent of the Crown, has 


Rr 2 9 


ly ſuppoſed, but publicly known, and generally talked {mo 10. Geo. 
long before this Motion was thought of; there fore, if II. 1736-7. 
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Anno 10 Geo. no Relation to the preſent Debate; becauſe it is not now 
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0 ole 

II. 1736-7. propoſed to bring in a Bill for appropriating any Money, * the 
vor to take into our Conſideration any Grants made to the Liſt Re 
Crown; it is only propoſed to addreſs his Majeſty to make lager“ 
{uch a Settlement on the Prince of Wales as we think ne. this be 


Part of the Civil Lift Revenue, 
had actually been made, to bring in a Bill for taking 
100,000 J. a Year from the Civil Liſt, and ſettling it on 
the Prince of Wales, it would not have been without Prece . 
dent, with reſpect to our having no previous Conſent from 


ceſſary for ſupporting the Dignity and Grandeur of his 
high Birth: But I muſt confeſs, I am ata Loſs to know how 
the Power of Parliament comes to be confined in either of 
the Caſes mentioned ; I am ſure the Parliament often in 


one Bill appropriates Sums of Money granted by former | 


Bills in the ſame Seſſion, and why it may not appropriate 
Money granted by a Bill paſſed in a former Seſſion, 1 can. 
not comprehend: And, I think, but laſt Seſſion, we took 


into our Conſideration, and abſolutely releaſed a very large | 


Sum of Money, formerly granted to the Crown, without 
any previous Conlent of the Crown ; for I do not remem- 


ber we had any general Meſſage from the Crown, when we | 
paſſed the late famous Bill for and againſt Smugglers, by | 


which a very large Sum of Money, due by them to the 


Crown, was abſolutely releaſed by Parliament; tho' it muſt 


be granted, his Majeſty had as good and as abſolute a Right 
to every Shilling of that Money, as he has to any other 


the Crown; and as the Parliament has certainly a Right to 


ſee every Sum of Money applied to that Uſe for which it 
was intended, tho' not expreſsly appropriated, with reſpect 
to the Power of Parliament, ſuch a Motion would not have 
been entirely without Reaſon : But as the Motion now made 
to us is only for an Addreſs, there can be no Doubt of the] 
Parliament's having a Power to preſent ſuch an Addrels as 


is propoſed, and therefore the only Queſtion is, Whether or 
no it be proper? 0 


With reſpect to this Queſtion, Sir, the Debate ſeems 


Therefore, if a Metion 
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now indeed, by his Majeſty's Meſſage, to be brought within Theſe 
a very narrow Compaſs; it ſeems in ſome Manner to be e- L A 
duced to one ſingle Point, which is, Whether his Majely! Dutch 
can ſpare more than 50,000 J. from the Civil Liſt Re- Air 
venue, for the Uſe of his Royal Highneſs the Pine WM N 
Wales? By this Meſſage even his Majeſty ſeems to ackno-1 leclar 
ledge, that the Prince of Wales ought to have an indepef- Fig 
dent Settlement, and that it is now high Time that Settle-| Thus, 
ment ſhould be made; and the Hon. Gentleman who de. Non 
livered us the Meſſage ſeems to admit that the Settlement if pr; 


propoic | 


6 

opoled by it to be made is not a ſufficient Settlement; ſo 
that the only Queſtion now remaining is, Whether the Civil 
Lit Revenue, as it ſtands at preſent, can poſſibly ſpare a 
krger Sum for the Uſe of his Roya! Highneſs ? And from 
this being made a Queſtion I ſhall ſhew, that the Addreſs 
ropoſed is a very proper Addreſs, and that it is become ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary far us to agree to preſent ſuch an Addreſs ; 
but as ſome Objections have been made to the Right which 
the Prince has to a ſufficient independent Settlement, I ſhall 


now 
ney, 
the 
nake | 
ne- 
t his 
' how 
er of 
en in 


\rmer it beg Leave to anſwer ſome of the moſt material Ob- 
priate kaions I have heard made againſt it. 

can- The Maxims of State, Sir, in any Kingdom or Common— 
took WW nealth, are always molt certainly to be deduced from their 
large ancient and general Cuſtoms: The Hiſtorians, or Political 


ithout 
mem- 
en we | 


Writers of any Country, may be miſtaken, they may de- 
liver that as a Maxim of State which never had any Au- 
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thority as ſuch; they may neglect to mention, or may per- 


s, by eps not obſerve a Maxim which has always obtained; but 
to the . vicre a Cuſtom has been long and generally received, the 
it mult e Maxim, or Rule in Politics upon which that Cuſtom is 
Right founded, muſt be allowed to be a Maxim of State in that 


other 


Iingdom or Commonwealth. Can any one then ſay, the 
Action 


tiling of an independent and ſufficient Proviſion upon the 


raking e Prince of Wales is not a Maxim of State in this Kingdom? 
it on bi not a Cuſtom which has been obſerved, without any 
Prece : de Exception, as long, as far back, as we can trace our Mo- 
t from | 


lch)? And the Wiſdom of this Maxim, not only appears 


ight to rom the Nature of the Thing itſelf, but is expreſsly point- 
hich it t almoſt in every one of the Charters and Acts of Par- 
reſpect WM lament that have been granted or made for that Purpoſe, 
t have WM Fit, with reſpeR to the Prince, the Wiſdom of this Maxim 
7 k evident, becauſe he is thereby enabled to ſupport the 
of the 


Dignity and Grandeur of his Birth, without a Dependance 
won his Father's Miniſters and Servants : And then with 
ripe to the Crown itſelf, the Wiſdom of this Maxim is 
ll more evident, becauſe it is eſtabliſhed and ſecured by 


lreſs as} 
ther or 


ſeems de Honour and Character acquired by the Heir Apparent. 
within lteſe two Conſiderations are both pointed at in the Charter, 
be le- i Act of Parliament, by which Edward III. granted the 
Mlajelty Duchy of Cornwall to his Son Edward the black Prince; 


iſt Re- dal in the Charter granted by that King for creating his 


rince of M Prince of Wales, the Reaſon for that Grant is expreſsly 
Know- leclared to be, for doing Honour tp the King, and for ad- 

16epen-| s Strength to cf Naripn and to the Royal Family. 
Settle· "us, Sir, we ſee that the ſettling of an independent Pro- 

. 15 | Mon upon the Prince of Wales, was looked on as a Piece 
tlement | 


ropole | 


df great Wiſdom by Zdward III. but now it ſeems we are 
0 
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| rhe Politics of Edw#rdTH. and the Maxim on which thole 


_ 7 v Our 


Ca. 
to look on it as a Soleciſm in Politics, as à Step which poured 
might be the Occaſion ef great Misfortunes to the Royal no Mar 
Family, 1 1133 felt wit 
+ But, Sir, while I can diſtinguiſh between that laudable, For 1 
that honourable Dependance, which proceeds from Royalty any Ge 
and filial Duty, and that vile, that ſordid Dependance, the Ma 
which proceeds from Lucre, I ſhall always be of the ſame find, a1 
Opinion with our great King Edward III. The Prince of State in 


Wales mutt always have a Dependance on the King as his ries to! 
Father, as his Sovereign: This is a Sort of Dependance made u 
which no Man can, which no honeſt Man would endeavour: the Crc 
to take away or diminiſh ; but to fay that he ought to have nour an 
a pecuniary Dependance upon the King, or rather upon de on! 
the King's Miniſters, is to ſay he ought to have a Sort of dettlem 
Dependance which no Man of Honour or Spirit can ſubmit true Re 
to; and it is a Sort of Dependance abſolutely inconſiſtent do Ho 


with our Conſtitution. The Prince of Wales is by his Birth Aﬀectic 
the firſt Peer in Parliament, and conſequently ought not to etabliſ 
be ſubjected to a diſhonourable Dependance upon any Man; the Cre 
but if it ſhould once be eſtabliſhed as a Maxim, that he or Cha 


ought to be under a vile pecuniary Dependance upon his from tl 
Sovereign, it mightthen be juſtly faid, he was not only the Words 
firſt Peer; but the: firſt Penſioner in Parliament. — From tention 
chis Conſideration afone we may ſee hqw abſolutely neceffiry ich 
it is, to have a ſuffictent and independent Proviſion ſeitled When \ 
upon every Prince of Wales before he comes to Man's Eſtate; the Sta 


ard the mak of fuch a Settlement will be fo far from We are 
deſtroying or diminiſhing that Dependance which proceeds Meanij1 
from Loyalty and filial Duty, that it will inereaſe and ſecute eotemp 
it; whereas the keeping him under a* pecuniary Depen- Ad wi 
dance may provoke him to "ſhake off both his Loyalty and üb, gre 
ftlial Duty. A pecuntary Dependance is a Dependance of the ch. 
ſo flaviſh a Nature, that no great Mind can long bear it: ber th 
The more Honour, the mofe Spirit k Man has, the more ny R 
impatient will he be to'get rid of fuch' Dependance, and ſeems 
that Impatience may i at laſt : get the better both of hls 
Loyalty and his filial Duty, ee 
Thus, Sir, in every Light we can put it, the Wiſdom of | 
this Maxim, and the Neceſſity of ebſerying it, mult appear 

evident to thoſe'who think (here de try” other Dependance 

in Nature beſides that which proceetts'from Lucre. Indeed 
to thoſe who put no Truft in any other Sort of Dependance, 
Politics were founded, muſt appear ridiculous and abſard 3 
but, I hope, there are no ſuch Gentlemen in this Houſe. [ 
hope'there is no Gentleman in this "Houſe that ever (9; 
mitted to ſuch a ivHh'Deptndantt) or that bver endes 
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wired to impoſe any ſuch upon others; and, I am ſure, und 10. Geo. 
no Man can put his only Truſt in that which he has never II. L 730-7, 
elt within himſelf, nor ever experienced in others. 
For this Reaſon it cannot but appear ſtrange to me, that YN 
ny Gentleman in this Houſe ſhould attempt to evade or den 

the Maxim I have endeavoured to eſtabliſh; yet fo loth, I 

ind, are ſome Gentlemen to admit of it as a Maxim of 

date in this Kingdom, that they have ranſacked our Hiſto- 

ries to find out other Reaſons for the frequent Settlements 

made upon our Princes of Wales; and tho? the Security of 

the Crown, and the enabling the Prince to ſupport the Ho- 


vhich 
Royal 


lable, 
yalty | 
ance, 
{ame 
nce of 
25 his 
dance 
avour: 


have nourand Dignity of his noble Birth, are the Reaſons, and 
upon te only Reaſons, mentioned in the Charters by which thoſe 
ort of ſettlements were made, yet we are told theſe were not the 
abmit true Reaſons 3 but that the true Reaſons were, in order to 


fiſtent 


do Honour to ſome County or Borough, to ſecure the 
Birth 


Afections of a People newly conquered, or to declare and 


not to efabliſh the Right of the Prince of Wales as next Heir to | 
Man; de Crown. Thus when we are to interpret ancient Laws | 
at he or Charters, we are not to take their Meaning or Intention | 
n his tom the Words, we are to have no Regard to the express | 
ly the Words of the Law, but we are to take its Meaning or In- | 
From tention from the Hiſtory of ſome cotemporary Facts with 1 
eſſary: wuch we cannot but be very well acquainted ; whereas | 
ſe;tled when we are to interpret any late Statute, for Example, 
Rate; e Statutes by which the Civil Liſt Revenue was eltabliſhed, 

from We are to regard the Words only, we are not to take the | | 
oceeds Meaning or Intention of the Law from the Hiſtory of thoſe | 
ſecute temporary Facts with which we are very well acquainted, | 
Jepen- ad which Facts, to the particular Knowledge of many of | 
ty and u, greatly influenced the Paſſing of thoſe Laws, and were | 
nce of Wl the chief Cauſe of the Shape they now appear in. Whe- | 
ear it: tter this Method of interpreting Statutes be eſtabliſhed upon | 


more 
E, and 
of his 


ay Rule or Maxim of Law, I do not know ; but to me it 
lems directly contrary to common Senle ; and therefore 1 
muſt til] continue to think, it has always been heid as a 
Maxim of State in this Kingdom, that the Prince of Walks 


lom of Wht to have a ſufficient independent Eſtate of his own; 

1ppear d that this Maxim, and the Wiſdom and Policy upon | 
1dance Mich it is founded, were the chief Cauſes of all thole Settle- | 
[ndeed nents that have been made. | | | 
lance, | A yearly Allowance, or an Annuity depending upon the | 
those il and Pleaſure of the King, might perhaps enable the | 
ſard "Me, if he reſolved to ipend the V hole, yearly as it comes | 
le. 1 n, to live in as grand a Manner, as an Annuity of the | 
er ſub: ame Value ſettled upon him independently and for Lite ; | 
endes u as an Annuity depending upon the Will of any Man | 


mull 
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Ann 10. Geo. muſt be precarious and uncertain, no Man of common Pru 
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having Richard the Son of the Black Prince created Pi, 


dence Will reſolve to ſpend the Whole yearly : | Ab 
look on it as a e pom the Cutline of ny 3 
can have no Dependance, and that therefore he ought 8 . 
ſave as much as poſſible, in order to provide for a do * 
or rainy Day. Beſides, Sir, an Annuity of ſuch a Nam de 
looks ſo very like a Penſion, it would be inconſiſtent nit _ 
the Honour of the Nation to ſuffer that the Heir Apparent = 
to the Crown ſhould have nothing elſe to depend on, lt By 
would even be inconſiſtent with our Conſtitution: In thi N 
Kingdom we do not admit the Judges of our Common. oh 
Law Courts to depend upon the precarious Will and Pleaſue wo 
of the King, and ſhall we admit or ſuffer that the Prin g wp 
ales, who is one of the Judges of the ſupreme and highel * 
Court of Judicature in the Nation, ſhould have nothing elle they 
to depend on? Therefore we muſt conclude that, from the 12 
eſtabliſned Maxims of the Kingdom, from a continued Es 
Series of Precedents for a great many Apes paſſed, and from "by 
the very Nature of our Conſtitution, the Prince of Halit Hao 
has a Right to a ſufficient and independent Settlement ; and gy 
that the Parliament may interpoſe for making that Right} od 
effectual, has been ſhewn from many Precedents. oy 
Tis true, Sir, this likewiſe has been objected to, and it 4 25 
has been ſaid, that the Parliament has ſeldom or never inter- oy 
poſed but when deſired or prompted by the Crown to (0 "_ 
{o ; or otherwiſe, that the Precedents are ſuch as ought 0 * 
to be drawn into Example. Sir, There is not one of the = 
Precedents which have been mentioned, that appears to have wy a 
been founded upon any Meſlage from the Crown. The 0 - 
Motion was perhaps, in ſome of them, made by one who ” 
Was Known to be a Courtier; but can it be ſaid that dhe te K 
Motion's being made by a Courtier, without ſo much 3 and h 
ſignify ing he had any Authority from the Crown for that at C 
Purpoſe, would have made it proper for the Parliament ie mo a 
have agreed to a Motion, which it would not have been 2 hk 
proper for them to have agreed to, if the ſame had been < wy 
made by any other Perſon, or by one who was not know Kin 
to be a Courtier? Therefore we muſt ſuppoſe, that witho. WI i; — 
any Regard to the Mover, the Parliament approved of the | uh 
Motion, and thought it ſuch a one as was proper for tl he | 
to agree to; and from thence we muſt conclude, that ev! Sg 
one of the Precedents mentioned in the Beginning of tl For 
Debate is a good Precedent for the Addreſs propoled. "oh 
But un/uckily, Sir, for the Gentlemen of the other Side I 
of the Queſtion, there are, I think, very ſufficient Reaions np h 
for believing, the Addreſs, or Petition of Parliament, ment 
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n Prü- of Wales, was reſolved on by Parliament without any Di- une 10. Ces 
e wil rection from, nay probably in Oppoſition to the Court at II 1736 wa 
ich he that Time; for it appears from our Records, that that YN 
ght to nw Prince was ſent to Parliament at the Deſire and upon FOE 
cloudy a Petition of the Commons; and when the Parliament ad- 

Nature e areſſed for having him created Prince of Wales, the King's 

t with Anſwer ſhews he was not very well pleaſed with the Ad- 

parent dreſs ;; for in his Anſwer he tells them, the creating of a 

n. l· Prince of Wales no way belonged to the Parliament, but ta 

In this the King only; which is an Anſwer it can hardly be ſup- 

mmot poſed he would have made, if the Addreſs of Parliament 

leaſure had proceeded from his Authority, or had been moved for 

TIME of vith his Approbation : Then again, from the Circumſtances 

higheſt of the Court at that Time, it is not probable the King 

ng elk would have been ſo forward in creating his Grandſon Prince | 
om the of Wales, if he had not been forced to it by his Parliament; | | 
ntinued for it is certain that King, in his old Age, fell into a Sort | 


d from of Love Dotage, and gave himſelf entirely up to the Ma- 
Halt nagement of his Miſtreſs Alice Pierce, and his ſecond Son, | 
t; and the Duke of Lamcaſter, Which raiſed a moſt reaſonable Jea- 
t Right} louly in Edavard the Black Prince, who was then upon his 


| Death-bed, and therefore could not but be anxious about the 
and It afety and Right of his only Son Prince Richard, whom he 
Intel- found he was ſoon to leave a Child in the Hands of a doting | 
n to do Grandfather, and an ambitious aſpiring Uncle, For this | 
ght not Reaſon, *tis thought, he applied privately to Parliament, 
of the ad they obliged the King to ſend his ſecond Son abroad, 
to 1 and to baniſh his Miſtreſs and all her Favourites from 
1 Court, which happened only about a Year before the Black 
Ne * Princes Death; but no ſooner was that Prince dead than 
hat (061 tie King recalled this Duke of Lamcaſter ; and Alice Pierce, 
oy and her Favourites, reſumed their Places and their Interett 
for tnx a Court, inſomuch that a Member of the Houſe of Com- 
_ (0 mons was impriſoned for having ſpoke freely againſt her in 
ve * lament, and was actually a Priſoner, when Prince Ri- 
d 5 Gard was created Prince of Wales, which ſhews that the 
__ 1 King was then very much under her Management; and it 
ede bet very probable ſhe would adviſe the King to be ſo yery 
0 ben peedy in conferring that Honour on Prince Richard, ſince 
0 zo” | de could not but be ſenſible that young Prince's Father had 
wee en the Cauſe of her having been baniſhed the Court. 
0. For theſe Reaſons 1 think it may moſt probably be pre- | 
„eie med that both the Motions in Favour of Prince Richare, 
64 cons th that for his coming to Parliament, and that for creat- 
R - a lg him Prince of Wales, were made and carried in Parlia- 
1 P,ind nent, in Oppoſition to the Court at that Time. This folly 
7 ies the Motion now made, and ſhews we have Rig at 
| Vor. IV. ; 81 ang 


Arno 10. Geo, and a Power to interpoſe in Favour of the Heir Apparent to 
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II. 17367. the Crown, without any previous Conſent or Approbation 


from the Crown; and I hope it will not be ſaid of the 

| Reign of Edward III. as has been ſaid of the Reign of 
Henry VI. that nothing that happened in that Reign oupht 

to be made a Precedent for any thing in the preſent Reign, 
But, Sir, even with reipe& to the Reign of Henry VI. 
——- As. unfortunate, as tempeſtuous a Reign as it was, 
there were many Things then done by Parliament, which 
ought to be made, and which, I hope, always will be fol. 


lowed as good Precedents, as often as the Parliament has 


the ſame Occaſion. When the Nation bas the good For. 
tune to be under a wiſe and a prudent Adminittration, the 


Parliament has never an Occaſion to exert any of its extraor- | 
It is in a weak Reign, or under a wicked 
Adminiltration, we are to look for the Powers of Parlia- 


dinary Powers. 


ment; it is in tempeſtuous Times the State flies to Parlia- 
ment for Preſervation ; there, I truſt in God, the State (ball 


always find it, and then the Power of Parliament can be | 


bounded by nothing but the Good of the Public, 


Another Precedent, which we are told ought not to be 


followed, is that which happened in the Reign of King 
William; and why is not this to be followed? Becaule it 
produced a Prorogation. Sir, I ſay, for that very Reaſon 
it ought to be highly applauded, and ought to be followed. 


Can it be ſaid that the Princeſs Anne of Denmark ought not | 


to have had ſome additional Settlement made upon her? 


Would not ſuch a Neglect have been a Blemiſh upon the 
Glory of that Reign? Yet that wiſe and great King, by the | 
Advice of ſome weak or malicious Favourites, would proba | 


bly have committed that Error, or would at leaſt have omit- 


ted that Duty, if it had not been for the Honour, the Fi- 


delity, and the Obſtinacy of his Parliament. They thought 
it was what the King ought to do, they therefore thought it 


was their Duty to adviſe him to do it; they inſiſted upon it, 


notwithſtanding the King's Diſpleaſure, and by diſobliging 
him they put one of the greateſt Obligations upon him; 
becauſe they at laſt prevailed with him to do that Which Was 
right. The Behaviour of that Parliament is therefore 4 
g orious Example, which, I hope, will be followed by this. 


J can have no Apprehenſion that an unleaſonable Proto- 
gation will be the Conſequence of our agreeing to tus 


Motion; but if it ſhould, it can be no Reaton againſt our 


agreeing to the Motion: It would be a ſtrong Reaſon for 


our retuming the Affair, and agreeing to a Motion of the 


lame Nature the very firſt Day of the next Seſſion. Na 
5 | 1 
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But we have been told, Sir, there may be a Reaſon for Anno 10. Geo. 
the Parliament's interpoſing between a King and his pre- II. 17369 
ſumptive Heir, which can never hold with reſpe& to a HY NS 


King and his eldeſt Son; becauſe it is not ſo natural for a 
Man to provide honourably for his preſumptive Heir, as it 
js to provide for his own Children. Suppoſe then a King, 


who has no Children, does not provide honourably for his 


preſumptive Heir, what is it that gives the Parliament a 
Right to intermeddle ? Is it not the Right which that pre- 
ſumptive Heir has by the Conſtitution and Maxims of this 
Kingdom to a ſufficient independent Settlement, and the 
Power the Parliament has to ſee that Right made effectual? 
And has not the Heir Apparent as good a Right, by the 
Conſtitution and Maxims of this Kingdom, to a ſufficient 
independent Settlement, as the Heir preſumptive ? Surely 
he has; he has not only the ſame Right by the Maxims of 
the Kingdom, but alſo an additional Right by the Laws of 
Nature; and if the King his Father ſhould negle& or re- 
fuſe to give him his Right, Which may certainly happen 
ſome time or other to be the Caſe, has not the Parlia- 
ment a Power to ſee that Right, at leaſt, which he has by 
tie Maxims of the Kingdom, made effeQual ? To ſay they 
have not, would be to tell us, that where the Maxims of 
the Kingdom only are negleQed, the Parliament may in- 
terpoſe, in order to procure a Remedy; but where both the 
Laws of Nature, and the Maxims of the Kingdom are 


neglected, the Parliament cannot interpoſe, nor make the 


leaſt Step towards procuring a Remedy. 

To avoid filling into ſuch a palpable Abſurdity, we are 
told, that common Decency does not admit of the Parliz- 
ment's interpoſing between Father and Son, that it would 
be intermeddling in the King's domeſtic Affairs, and pre- 
riding to his Majeſty what Proviſion he ſhould make for 
his Children ; and laſtly, that tho' the Parliament may 
have a Right to offer Advice to their Sovereign in Affairs 
Which regard his Politica] and Royal Capacity, yet they 
never ought to offer Advice to him in any Affairs which 
regard only his Natural and Paternal Capacity. As for 
common Decency, Sir, it can never be inconſiſtent with a 


Man's Duty; therefore if it be the Duty of Parliament to 


interpoſe ſo far between the King and his eldeſt Son, as to 


| aviſe the Father to make that Settlement upon his eldeſt 


don, which he is bound to make by the Maxims and the 
Ws of his Kingdom, common Decency can never forbid 

or prevent the Performance of that Duty, nor can any hum- 
le and reſpe&ful Addreſs or Petition from Parliament, ever 

be called a Preſcribing to the King what Proviſion he 
Siz TER 


ſhould 
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them provided for in a Manner ſuitable to their high Birth; 
therefore the Parliament has ſome Sort of Right to preicribe 
what may be deemed an honourable Proviſion for every 
one of them; they are to give that Proviſion, and ſurely 


they have a Right to ſee what they give properly applied, 


But with reſpect to the eldeſt Son, and Heir Apparent of the 


we are bound to follow Juſtice and Equity wherever we c x" 


Auno 10. Gre, ſnoald make for any of his Children; but if it ſhould, the l it, an 
II. 1736-7. Princes and Princeſſes of the Royal Family are in ſome . In ſo 
Manner the Children of the Nation, as was in a late Caſe nd Inter 

moſt ſolemnly decided; they are all ſo much the Children ;operties 
of the Nation, that the Nation is in Honour bound to fee re as loy 


temlelve 
ment will 
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Crown, it has been made ſo fully appear, and has been ſo ſanding | 
generally admitted, that the Nation has a Concern in ſee— an hard! 
ing him honourably provided for, that I am ſurprized to the Princ 
hear it ſo much as inlinuated, that an Addreſs for that Pur- to a Sup 
poſe would be an intermedding in the King's domellic ertainly 
Affairs, or in thoſe Affairs which regard only his Natural Revenue 
and Paternal Capacity: It is an Aﬀiir which regerds his ave to | 
Majeliy's Political and Royal Capacity as much us it does his their Ri 
Natural and Paternal Capacity; and therefore the Parla- datute, t 
ment has as good a Right to offer their Advice in that Affair tention o 
as they can have in any other, paſſed, b 
I hope, Sir, I have now, to the Satisfaction of every Gen- ſand anc 
tleman in the Houſe, eſtabliſned his Royai Eigl.reis the karned 
Prince of Maless Right to a ſufficient and independent Seitle- Opinion 
ment by the Maxims of the Kingdom, and, I hope, | have ot, Ne 
equally eflabliſned the Power the Parliament has to inter- leve, th 
poſe, at leaſt by an Addreſs, in order to ſee that Right the $: 
made effectual, both from Precedent and from the Nature Right ſt 
of the Thing itſelf, —— With reſpe& to the Right which Hay j. 
his Royal Highneſs may have to ſuch a Settlement, either in lkoventl 
Law or Equity, from the Method in which the Civil Liſt founded 
is now eſtabliſhed, and from the Statutes by which that vurel: 
Eiabliſhment was made, I hope no Gentleman expects we ay La 
are bound to make out the Right in the ſame Manner it Prince g 
would be, or ought to be made out, in any of the Courts in allowed 
Mefiminſter-Hall; and therefore, I believe, I need not take Utter 8 
any Notice of that Learning which has been made ule of, Thing; 
to prove that he has not ſuch a Right as would be recover- Landed 
able in any of the Courts below. It may be true, that he Us Pat 
has no ſuch Right as would entitle him to ſue and recover Ucding 
in any of the Courts in Weſtminſter-Hall, and yet he may Wt, fa 
have a Right both in Law and Equity, and ſuch a Right as particy 
the Parliament are bound to ſee made effectual. The Courts fh as 
of Common Law, we know, are confined to very ſtrict Saw 
Rules, it is neceſſary they ſhould be ſo; but in Parliament wg 
t 
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the 14 it, and to adminiſter it impartially when we have found ue 10. Gro: 
me +: In ſo doing we ſhew a proper Regard to the Honour II. 1736-7. 
aſe nd [ntereſt of the Crown, as well as the Liberties and A 
ren roperties of the Subject ; and while his Majeſty's Miniſters N 
ſee re as loyal as his faithful Commons have always ſnewed 
th; temſelves to be, the general Equity of an Ad of Parlia- 
ibe ment will be as ſacred, as religiouſly obſerved, and as cloſely 
ery wihered to at St. Tames's, as the Words of it are in Mes- 
ely minſer- Hall. i 
ied, But, Sir, notwithſtanding the narrow Limits our Judges 
the at Common Law have confined themſelves to, notwith- 
1 1o ſanding their cloſe Adherence to the Letter of the Law, I 
lee- in hardly believe they will give it as their Opinion, that 
: to the Prince of Wales has no Right either in Law or Equity 
ur- to a Support out of the Civil Lift Revenue; becauſe he has 
lic erttinly as good a Right to that Share of the Civil Liſt 
ural Revenue which was intended for him by Pariiament, as they 
his bre to the Salaries they enjoy. Neither his Right nor 
his their Right is founded upon the expreſs Words of any 
"lIa- datute, they are both founded upon the Meaning and In- 
flair ention of the Legiſlature, at the Time thoſe Statutes were 
piled, by which the Civil Lift is eſtabliſhed, and they muſt 
en- ſand and fall together. I do not mean to ſay, that our 
the larned Judges would at any Time be biaſſed in their 
tle- Opinion by their own Intereſt, I am ſure the preſent would 
ave lot, No, Sir; they certainly think, and every Man, I be- 
ter- lere, thinks, they have both a legal and an equitable Right 
ight the Salaries they now enjoy, and as the Prince of Wales's 
ture Right ſtands upon the ſame Foundation, they would cer- 
eh ln'y judge of it as they do of their own, and would con- 
r10 quently give it as their Opinion, that it was a Right 
Lik ſunded both in Law and Equity. PALS 
that durely, Sir, neither the Judges in Y/e/min/er-Hall, nor 
we ay Lawyer, nor any Man in the Kingdom, can ſay, the 
Tt Pre of Wales has no Right to have a neceſlary Support 
s in dlowed him out of the Civil Liſt. The Gentlemen of the 
ake ter Side of the Queſtion do not pretend to ſay any ſuch 
of, ling; they have even told us, the eldeſt Son of every 
ver- ated Gentleman in Zzg/and ought to be ſupported out of 
t he 5 Father's Eſtate, and that that Support ought to be ac- 
MI [Ang to the Character and Circumſtances of the Family; 
nay „ay they, he has no legal or equitable Right to any 
t as Miicular Share of his Father's Eſtate, or to any Share but 
nete en as his Father pleaſes to allow him, unleſs that Right 
5 elabliſned by ſome Settlement agreed to by the Father. 
| 


1 not this, Sir, to tell us, the Son has a Right and no 
bin? He has a Right to be ſupported out of his Fa- 


ther's 


can 


find 


Jim 10. 07 ther's Eſtate, but he has no Right to that Support, unde 
II. 1736-7. his Father pleaſes to allow it him. This Method of arg 
ing might, for what I know, be of ſome Weight in 279 


not made recoverable in Veſt minſter-Hall, becauſe thi 


ſame Manner the Right the Prince has to a ſufficient inde 


to be enforced by Parliament. 


would be recoverable in the Court of Chancery, eſpecially 
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minſter Hall; but ſurely, it can be of no Weight in thi 
Houſe. If a Son has a Right to be ſupported out of hi 
Father's Eſtate according to the Character and 'Circy 
ſtances of the Family, he certainly has both a legal and a 
equitable Right to that particular Share of his Father 
Eitate wh ch bears a juſt Proportion to, and is determine 
by the C'raraQter and Circumſtances of the Family; and! 
the Father does not allow him that Share, he certain] 
withholds his Right from him. This Right may perhap 
not be recoverabie in any of the Courts of Weft mint 
Hall; but there are many good and juſt Rights which ar 


making them recoverable there, would occafion ſuch a Mul 
titude of Law-Suits, as would be inconſiſtent with the gene 
ral Good of Society: The Right a Man has to Gratitude 
Return for Benefits beſtowed, is not recoverable by ar 
Action or Suit at Law, yet that Right is as good and 2 
equitable a Right as any Right a Man can have, In th 


pendent Settlement out of the Civil Lift Revenue, is a good 
and,an equitable Right, and tho' it be not recoverable a 
Law, yet it isfucha Right as may be regarded, and oughi 


To make ſtill a farther Uſe of the Rights of private dont t 
Men, in order to clear up the Right now under our Co dt to! 
ſideration; ſuppoſe, Sir, a Country Gentleman bas a mae sett! 
Eſtate, and a great Number of Children; ſuppoſe a neigt 5 by th 
bouring Gentleman, or a Relation, of a plentiful Ease ackn 
and bountiful Diſpoſition, takes Notice of his Nei": the n. 
bour's or his Relation's Difficulties, and in order to re!1"inowied 
him, and enable him to ſupport his Family, ſettles 2 large ttleme 
Annuity upon him for Life ; and ſuppoſe that in the De«0h.. by 
for eſtabliſhing that Annuity it is expreſsly mentioned, tag 000 / 
the Annuity was granted him in order to enable him tou? Wk tor 
port and provide honourably for his Family; 1 ſhould Va bef 
glad to know whether the eldeſt Son of that Country Ge oo 


tleman would have any Right to be ſupported out of tate Lane 


Annuity, and what Sort of Right he would have ? [ believs 
in that Cafe, he would have not only a Right eſtabliſhed 
upon the general Principles of Equity, but ſuch a Right a8 


if the Grantor of the Annuity joined with him in the 
Complaint. And I am very certain, if the Annuität 
thould waſte his Annuity, and negle& to provide ſufficient 
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+ his Children, eſpecially for his eldeſt Son, the Grantor Auno 10. Geo, 
dad have a Right to complain, or at leaſt to adviſe, or 11.17 36-7. 
Fire of him that he would apply the Annuity to thoe 
es ſor which he had granted it; and his giving ſuch an 4 
Jvice would be abſolutely neceſſary, if he intended that 

te Annuitant's eldeſt Son and Apparent Heir, ſhould like- 

riſe be his Heir, and next Succeſſor to his Ellate. This is 

appolite to the Caſe now before us, that I need not make 

ty Application. It not'only ſhews that the Prince has a 
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and! ght to a ſufficient Settlement out of the Civil Liſt Re- 
eta renue, but it ſhews that we have a Right, that we are in 
erhap Puty bound to interpole, in order to ſee that Right made 
inf fectual. | | 
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Thus, Sir, it appears the Prince has a Right to be ſup- 
ed out of the Civil Liſt Revenue by the general Maxims 
the Kingdom, and alſo by the Meaning and Intention of 
hole very Statutes by which the preteut Civil Liſt was 
abiiſhed 3 and if he has a Right to any Support, he has 
ranly a Right to a ſufficient Support, to ſuch a Support 
the high Character cf the Royal Family of Great Britain 
ay require, and the preſent Circumliances of the Civil 
it Revenue will admit of; therefore, if the Settlement 
poſed, by the Meſſage now before us, to be made, be 
t ſufficient, the Meſſage is ſo far from being an Argu- 
bent againſt, that it is one of the Rtrongeit Arguments that 
Wi be thought of, for the Motion; becavſe it ſhews that 
bout the Interpoſition of Parliament, his Royal Highne/5 
not to have, nor can expect a ſufficient Settlement. 1 hat 
e Settlement propoſed to be made upon his Royal High- 
by this Meſſage, is not ſufficient, has been in ſome Man- 
er acknowledged by the Hon. Gentleman who delivered 
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Noh u the Meſſage ; but farther, Sir, it has been expreſsly ac- 
* wowledged by the King himſelf. By the Regulation and 
. Need Kftlement of the Prince's Houſhold, as made ſome Time 


ce by his Majeſty himſelf, the yearly Expence comes to 


d, tial 3,000 . without allowing one Shilling to his Royal High- 


7 i tor Acts of Charity and Generoſity. By the Meſſage 
Cen! before us, it is propoſed to ſettle upon him only 
f Tat 000 J. a Year, and yet from this Sum we mult deduct 


le Land Tax, which at two Shillings in the Pound amounts 


15 $9000 . a Year, we mult likewite deduct the Sixpenny 
icht a y to the Civil Liſt Lottery, which amounts to 1,250 /. 
nh ear, and alſo we muſt dedu& the Fees payable at the 
in the chequer, which will amount to about 750 J. a Year 


are; all which Deductions amount to 7,000 /. a Year, 

U reduces the 50,000 J. a Yeur propoſed to be ſettled upon 

u by the Meiſ:ge, to 43, J. a Year: Now 1 * 
Q | 1 22 


nuitant. 
ciently 
for; 
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Anno 10. Geo, Royal Highneſs has no other Eſtate but the Dazchy of 
II. 1736-7, wall, which can't be reckoned at the moſt above 9, 000 
n Year, his whole yearly Revenue can amount but! 


5 2, 00 J. a Year; and yet the yearly Expence of þ 
Houſhold, according to his Majeſty's own Regulation, it 
amount to 63,000 J. a Year, without allowing his Ryj 
Highneſs one Shilling for the Indulgence of that gener 
and charitable Diſpoſition with which he is known to 
endued, to a very eminent Degree. Suppoſe then we all 
him but 10, ooo J. a Year for the Indulgence of that laud 
ble Diſpoſition, his whole yearly Expence, by his Majeſh 
own Acknowledgment, mult then amount to 73, ooo! 
Year, and his yearly Income, according to this Meſſag 
can amount to no more than 52,000 J. a Year, Is thi 
Sir, ſhewiny any Reſpe& to his Merit? Is this providin 
for his Generoſity ? Is it not reducing him to a real Want 
even with reſpect to his Neceſſities, and conſequently toa 
unavoidable - Dependance, and a vile, a pecuniary Depet 
dance too, upon his Father's Miniſters and Servants? 
confeſs, Sir, when I firſt heard this Motion made, I n. 
wavering a good deal in my Opinion; but this Meilage by 
confirmed me: I now ſee that without the Interpoſition 
Parliament, his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Walz, tb 
Heir Apparent to our Crown, mult be reduced to the greate 
Straits, the moſt inſufferable Hardſhips. 

After what I have faid, Sir, I: think I need not take uf 
your Time w:th ſhewing the yearly Value of the Settle 
ments made upon former Princes of Wales; the [niuil 
ciency of the Settlement propoſed for the preſent is ſo dt 
monſtrable from the Calculations and Accounts I have lai 
before you, that there is Occaſion for having recourle 1 
former Precedents, for ſhewing that Inſufficiency ; Jet 
cannot emit taking Notice to you, that the Revenue e 
joy'd by the late King Fames while Duke of York, tho by 
preſumptive Heir of the Crown, amounted to 104,000} 
Year ; and the Revenue enjoy'd by the preſent King, whil 
Prince of Wales, amounted to upwards of 100,000 ,, 
Year ; which I take Notice of, in order to ſhew you, thi 


i 


[| 


his Majeſty did not propoſe any Thing extraordinary dl 


extravagant, when he regulated and ſettled the Houſhol 
for his pieſent Royal Highneſs, 

I come now, Sir, to the laſt Queſtion, and which! take 
be, indeed, the only Queſtion in this Debate, which Þ 
Whether it be poſſible tor his Majeſty to ſpare more chat 
80, oJ. a Year for his Reva! Highneſs, from the Civ) Lit 
as it now ſtands eſtabliſned? And this Queition 1 ſhall col 
ſider in two Methods; firſt, by ſhewing that the Civil Lik 
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13 now eſtabliſhed, muſt amount to above 100,000 J. a Yea 0 
more than was ever had or enjoy'd by his late Majeſty ; 11 apt ng 
and next, by ſuppoſing that it amounts to no more than was — 785 
enjoy d by his late Majeſty. In the firſt Method, Sir, let | 
us remember, *twas acknowledged in Parliament before the 


' of Cy 
0,000 
but « 
e of h 


on, 1 : 

R In late Gin AQ was paſſed, that the Produce of the whole 
m—_ PO Exciſes, and Duties, appropriated to the Civil Lift, 
en o mounted to $18,000 J. a Year: I believe it will be ad- 


we alle mitted that the 70,000 J. a Year granted by that Act to the 
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at laud! Civil Liſt, and made payable out of the Aggregate, or ra- 

\[2jefy ther out of the Sinking Fund, does more — e [ 

doo, de Loſs the Civil Liſt ſuſtained by taking from it the Du- 1! 

Meſagf es on Spirituous Liquors, in which Caſe the Increaſe of if 

i; le Exciſe upon Beer and Ale, occaſioned by the preventing ( 

ll] 
10 
| | 


roi de Retail of Spirituous Liquors, muſt wholly be a nett Pro- | 
Want to the Civil Liſt: The Increaſe of the Exciſe upon 1 
ly to beer and Ale, if I am rightly informed, amounted for the 10 


rery firſt Quarter, I mean from Michaelmas to Chriſmas laſt, 


Depen 
f to near 30,000 J. one Half of which goes to the Civil Liſt ; 


Vants ? 


\ 
„an that we may reckon the Civil Liſt has got by the Gin 1 
lage hi Aft, an Addition of at leaſt 60,0007. a Year ; beſides 1 
fon Mat is got by the Increaſe of the Wine- Licence Duty, ll 
ales, th Fhich every one knows has been greatly increaſed by pro- 1 
oreate libiting the Retail of Spirituous Liquors. 1 hen, Sir, let 10 


Us recolleCt, that a little before his preſent Majeſty's Ac- 


take off fon, the Civil Liſt was diſcharged of 36, 200 J. a Year 
e Co" Penfions, which, during the greateſt Part of his late Ma- 
ST Ie Reign, were paid out of the Civil Lift, but ever 
- {> of "<< his Majeſty's Acceſſion have been a Burthen upon, and 
1v2 E hid out of the public Service. Let us add together theſe 


tiree Sums of 818, 000 J. 60,000 J. and 36,200 J. and 
ey amount to 914, 200 J. which, according to the higheſt 
1 robability, we mult allow to be the yearly Amount ot the 
Civil Liſt Revenue as now eſtabliſhed, and which is 
114,00 J. a Year, more than was enjoy'd by his late Ma- 
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g. whil ly, even including all the particular Grants that were oc- 
50% / ( orally made to the Civil Litt in his Reign. 

ou, thi But, Sir, this is not all; his preſent Majeſiy has had one 
nary o e extraordinary Grant of 115. O0 l. made to the Civil 


Lit; and the 80, ooo J. granted as a Fortune to the Princeſs 


i ouſhol 
al, may properly be ſaid to have been an extraordinary 


ko ant to the Civil Liſt; for tho' I am far from finding 
hich 15 wlt with that Grant, yet as the Civil Liſt was granted in 
ore thal order to eng ple his Majeſty to make an honourable Proviſion 
vil Lit ! his whole Royal Family, that Princeſs's Marriage Pro 
zal! col Milton ſhould have been paid out of the Civil Lin; and 
vil Lit "Ke the Public took it upon them, it ought to be looked on 


0 new and an extraordinary Grant made to the Civil Liſt. 
ol. IV. t 7 55 
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Liſt. I will not, indeed, take upon me to fay, that the 
Whole or any Part of that Sum is brought 22 Species to 
Londen 3 but if it is laid out for paying Pentions in Scotland 
which muſt be paid yearly out of the Civil Liſt Revenue 1 
may take upon me to ſay, it prevents an equal Sum from 
being ſent yearly in Specie from London. From all which 
Conſiderations I think it is evident, his preſent Majeſty has 
above 100,000 /. a Year more than his late Majeſty eye 
enjoy'd, and therefore we mutt conclude he may eaſily ipare 
100,000 J. a Year for the Uſe of his Royal Highne/s, without 
any great Frugality or good Management, and without con. 
tracting any Part of that Expence which was found neceſiary 
in the late Reign. 1 am now, Sir, to make a Suppolition, 


GE ee ꝙ—¶ ee In I — 2 


| which, 1 believe, no Gentleman that hears me, will join more fo 
| with me in: Jam to ſuppoſe that the Civil Liſt Revenue The 
i with all the Additions and Improvements lately made oi ud lor 
does not produce one Shilling more than his late Majeſty en. 2. 
joy d, including the ſeveral occaſional Grants that were 8 
| made to him: In ſhort, I am to ſuppoſe, it does not produce Reign e 
| one Shilling more than 800,000 J. a Year; and if upon ey Tu 
| | this Suppoſition can ſhew, that with tolerable Management, That w 
it may ſpare 100,000 /. a Year to the Prince, I am {ure a wah 
every Gentleman will conclyde, his R, Highneſs ought Nation 
to have at leaſt that Sum ſettled upon him ; and the „ "wm 
poſition that has been made to this Motion, and the Meſſige hung f 
we. have received, will be additional Arguments for having © ſmall 
that Sum ſettled upon him in the moſt independent Vanner, Yum or 
We may remember, Sir, or at leaſt we may ſee by the Jour Seht 
nals, that when the 700,000 J. a Year was ſettled upon TJ e 
late Majeſty, the State of the King's Houſhold, and allo the Eugene, 
State of the Prince of Wales's Houſhold, and the whole Ar te oth 
ticles of Expence neceilaty for ſupporting the Honour and uv 
Dignity of the Crown, or of the Heir Apparent, were very fool R 
| minutely and maturely examined into and confidered, an 2k 
upon that minute and ſtrict Examination it was ſound, that Any 
000,090 J. a Year was ſufficient for ſupporting the Honour oy v 
and Dignity of the Crown, and that 100,000 /. 4 Year _ 
was the leaſt that was neceſſary for ſupporting the Flonour * 
and Dignity of the Heir Apparent. In the Calculations made 1 
at that time, we are not to ſuppoſe, the Parliam aut reltricte 10 
; themſelves to the nett Sum which appeared to be neceſſary A7 
Jor iupporting the King's Houſbold and Civil Government. ny 
Me cannot juppoſe any ſuch Thing, becaule the net! dum * 
| a ſound In 
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appears never to have exceeded 430, 00 J. a Year; and in 
the firſt Year of the late King, the whole Fxpence of his 
Houſhold and Civil Government, amounted to but about 
153,000 /. ſo that if they had retirited themſelves to the 
nett Sum Waich appeared to be neceſſiry for ſupporting the 
King's Houſhold and Civil Government, they could not 
have computed the Sum neceſſary for that Purpoſe at above 
460,050 J. a Year; but they conſidere that lomething 
vas to be allowed yearly for Acts of Generoſity and Charity, 
and ſomething was Jikewiſe to be allowed yearly for what 


they computed 140,000/7, a Year would be ſufficient, and 
therefore reckoned that a groſs Sum of 600,000 . a Year 
would be ſufficient for ſupporting the Honour and Dignity 
of the Crown, to which they added 190,000 J. a Year 
nore for the Support of the Prince of Wales. 

The 140,000 J. a Year allowed for Acts of Generoſity, 
and for ſecret Service Money, was then thought to be a very 
arge and a very ſufficient Allowance ; and from the Ex- 
perience of the former Reign, from the Experience of the 
Reign of Qucen Anne, there was good Reaſon to think it a 
very ſufficient Allowance; for in all that Reign, beſides 
what was allowed for ſecret Service Money to the Generals 
af our Armies, and moſt. profitably, moſt gloriouſly for the 
Nation beſtowed by them, or at leaſt by one of them, I 
mean our General in Flanders, there appeared to be but two 
Nums given to any fecret or unknown Utes, and theſe were 
© ſmall, ſo trifling, it would ſarpriſe one; for the one was a 


yen as to theſe, upon a particular and private Enquiry, it 
appeared, the firſt had been iſſued for entertaining Prince 
bigene, when he did this Nation the Honour of a Viſit, and 
the other had been made a Preſent of to one of the Queen's 
own Relations. From hence, I ſay, the Parliament had 
food Reaſon to think that 1 40,000 /. a Year was a ſufficient 
Allowance to his late Majeſty för Acts of Generofity, and 
or ſecret Service; but I de not know for what Reaſon, 
er dy what Fatality; the Branch of the Civil Liſt Expence 
alld ſecret Money, increaſed prodigiouſly in the late Reign 
| increaſed fo prodigiouſly, Sir, that in four Years, rom 
ie Year 1721, to 1725, that Branch of the Civil-Piſt Ex- 
hence amdunted to 2,7 28,000 J. which was at a Medium 
082,000 J. x Year, as appeared'by an Account which hap- 
pied by ſome Chance or other to be laid before Parlia- 
nent. By that Account it appeared, that "vail Sums of 
Money had been given for Purpoſes which nobody under. 
. Wt ET > ſtood, 


. 4 


hund neceſſary for that Purpoſe in the late Queen's Time, 49 10. Coo, 


js called ſecret Service Money; for both which, it ſeems, _ 


um only of 1.200 J. and the other of 5007. only; and 
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upriſing Account of the ſecret Service Money I have u 10. Geo 

nentioned, Was then freſh in every Man's Memory; it had II. 1726-7. 

--n under their Conſideration but a Year or two before; \SVYNg 
nd the extraordinary Amount of that Account had been ſo 

puch and ſo lately found fault with, that they would not 
ertainly have agreed to ſettle upon his preſent Majeſty as 
nge a Civil Liſt as had been ſertled and given to the late 
King, but that they conſidered that his Majeſty had a Queen- 
onfort and ſeveral younger Children to provide for, and 
erefore could not allow his Miniſters to run into any ſuch 
maordinary Expence with reſpect to ſecret Service Money, 
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aſhold 


t lest would apply what might and ought to be ſaved upon 
ormet nt Article, to the making an honourable Proviſion for 
vibe de Queen-Conſort, and for his younger Children. As his 
| Co- 


ite Majeſty had in the Whole but 700,000 J. a Year, as 
ut Revenue had enabled him not only to ſupport the 
onour and Dignity of the Crown, but to employ a much 
ger Sum in ſecret Service Money than had ever before 
ken, or ever could for the future be neceſſary or ſafe in this 


above 
Civil 
t Civil 


: Year, 


ſpared MWingdom, according to the Opinion of many Gentlemen 
lowing both Houſes of Parliament, thoſe Gentlemen could not, 
ng the em the Experience of paſt Times, conclude, that 700,000 /. 
nment, 


Year would be neceſſary for his preſent Majz-ſty. if they 


in the {Mai not conſidered as I have ſaid that his preſent Majeſty 
han 1a a Queen-Conſfort and ſeveral younger Children to pro- 
zn; a. ie for, and that whatever could be ſaved out of the Sums 
ooo eolelsly, as they thought, expended in ſecret Service Mo- 
a pro. e by his late Majeſty, might be-uſefully employ'd by his 
d, andiWWreſent Majeſty, in making an honourable Proviſion for his 
8 * kyal Family; therefore, and for this Reaſon only, they 
253 M 


reed to the ſettling 700,000 J. a Year upon his preſent 


oy'd in et) for ſupporting the Honour and Dignity of the 
is large en, and providing for his Royal Family; and to this 
Purpoſe Wn 100,000 J. a Year more was added, in order that he 
)pin100, ekt ſettle upon the Prince of Wales, as ſoon as he came 
(ely or land, the ſame Revenue he had himſelf enjoy'd in 
ring hi e Life-time of his Father. | | 
15 . From this State of the Caſe, I think, we may evidently 
for m8 


e what the Parliament then meant by the Experience of 
ines, and what they intended with reſpect to the Prince 


e prodi· Wales ; but, Sir, to put this Matter in another, and yet a 

ign, We er Light, I ſhall beg Leave to divide the Civil Lift. Re- 

\ betore, ue ſettled, and occaſionally granted to his late Majelty, 
abliſhed 1 three Parts; one Part, amounting to 460 O00 J. a Year, _ 
1 2 "ry which was applied for the Support of the King's 

— h 


hold and Civil Government, and was a little larger 
u had ever be fore been found neceſſary for that . ; 
'\ 0 | tne 


|. The 
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Arm 19. Ger, the other Part, amounting to 100,990 /. a Year, is that made u 


| I. 1736-7. 


every Gentleman that hears me, whether it is not molt pro- 


upon the Firſt and Third jointly? Is there not all the Rea 


expected the 100, 00 J. a Vear ſhould have been ſettles 0 


which was ſettled, and had, during the whole Reign off Prince 

the late King, and, indeed, I may fav, ever ſince the ge. ever) 
ginning of the Reign of King Charles II. been deemed the i hac 
leaſt Sum that was neceſſary for ſupporting the Honour ard This, S 
Dignity of the Heir Apparent to the Crown; and the oo bat it f 
maining third Part, amounting to 240,000 J. a Year, is th" Ho 
which was allowed to his late Majeſty for Acts of Generofity n 


and Charity, and for ſecret Service Money, but had always may tal 
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been thought by moſt Men without Doors, and, I believe, 
by molt within, to be too large a Sum, and was really 1 
leaſt twice as large a Sum as had ever heen allowed for theſe 
Purpoſes to any former King of this Nation. Upon his 
prelent Majeſty's Acceſſion it appeared, that he was ſubjec 
to a Charge which the late King was flee from, I mean thit 
of providing for his Queen and younger Children ; yet he 
neither aſked, nor did the Parliament grant him any greater 
Civil Liſt Revenue than the late King enjoy'd. This ad. 
ditional Charge which the preſent King was then ſuhject to 
was therefore certainly intended, both by King and Palin 
ment, to beithrown upon ſome one, or ſome two of the 
three Parts into which I have divided the King's Civil Li 
Revenue, or upon ithe three jointly; and conſidering the 
Circumſtances: of *thefe three Parts, which were then ex 
actly as | have fepreſented them to you, I muſt refer tt 


bable, that both King and Parliament intended to thro 
this additional Charge either ſolely pon the third Part, 0 


ſon in the World to preſume, that both King and Par 
ment then intended that the fecbfd Part ſhould be entite 
free from this additional Charge? And is not this fill the hy 
more probable, on account of the Prince of Wales's being 1 8 
then actually come to Man's Eſtate, and the whole Nato, : 
in daily Hopes-of ſeeing him married and ſoon bleſſed wit 4 ada 
Childregd i 0555 . one FO! (Res . 
Sir, If there were not a Man alive who was then in Far 5 5 
liament, I ſhould from this State of the Caſe, be convinced -” of 
the Parliament then intended the Pyince ſhould have Al * hi 
100,000.17. a Year: without one Shilling Abatement; but! * . 4 
had then the Honour to be a Member of Parliament m) * 
ſelf, I know what was my own Intention, L know What v1 ure 


ö | | — | nai 3 * me, a 
the Intention of many others, I know we all intended an 0 = . 
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the Prince of Males as ſoon as he came to England! And | 
very well remember, the honourable Gentleman who ma 
the Motion for ſettling the preſent Civil Lift KY 
34057 | made 
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made uſe of it as an Argument for his Motion, that the uno 10. Gee, 
ince of Wales was then near of Age, and that it would Il 1736-7. 
e very ſoon neceſſary to ſettle the ſame Revenue upon him, A 
at had been ſettled upon his Father, whilſt Prince of Malts. 
This, Sir, I ſay I very well remember, and I remember too, 

hat it ſeemed to be the Reaſon which had moſt Weight with 

he Houſe, and which, I believe, chiefly procured his 

otion almoſt an unanimous Approbation. Gentlemen 


is that 
171 of 
he Be. 
ied the 
ur and 
the re. 
is that 


ron may talk what they pleaſe about gathering the Intention of 
ala ad of Parliament from the Words only: This may be 
wa tie Rule in Weſtminſter- Hall, but it is impoſſible it can be 
al Ae Rule in either Houſe of Parliament, eſpecially when 
oY there are ſo many Members now in each Houſe who had a 


Share in the Paſſing of that Law, They muſt gather the 
ntention of the Act from the Intention they themſelves 
ad at the Time of its Paſſing, and their Teſtimony ought. 
b have ſome Weight with thoſe who had not the Honour 


ſubjeck 
24n that 
yet he 


55 ff being Members of either Houſe at the Time the Law 
. „s paſſed. bh | 
1 It certainly was the Intention of Parliament, Sir, I hope 


| [lll is the Intention of Parliament, that his Royal High- 
ſhould have at leaſt 100,000 J. a Year out of the Civil 
Lit; and fince it is now made manifeſt by the Meſſage de- 


of thi 
ivil Lit 


2 3 Inered to us in this Debate, that he is like to be diſap- 
cofer inte of one Half of what was, and, I hope, till is, in- 

i ro ended for him by Parliament, it is become abſolutely ne- 
RY ar for us to addreſs his Ma jeſty, in order to know trom 
Part, 0 lim the Reaſon of that Diſappointment. If the Civil 


lit Revenue produces above 900,000 J. a Year, as | be- 
dye it does, it may certainly ſpare 100, oo J. a Year to 
le Prince of Wales ; if it produces but 800,000 J. a Year 
Kit, which no Man believes, yet even in that Caſe, it may 
are 100,000 J. a Vear to the Prince of Wales, according 
o the belt Judgment wean form from the Experience of 
ly former Reign: But ſuppoſe it true, that by reaton of 
me new and extraordinary Articles of Expence. the Civil 


the Rea 
Parln 
entitel 
{4111 the 
25 being 
ö Natio 
Ted wit 
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1 in Par ® Revenue cannot ſpare above 50,000 J. a Yea. to the 
nyinced once of Wales, we ought to have that Aniwer from the 
have ws himſelf, and in a proper and direct Manner, Which 
it; but! e can have no other Way but by Means of the Address 


ropoſed. If ſuch an Anſwer ſhould be returned to us. L 


ent my 3 retur 
| IM lure it will then be our Duty to enquire into the Pro- 


hat wa 

41 be and into the Diſpoſal of the Civil Lilt Revenue, 
ettled o Feclally that Part of it which is pretended to be laid out 1 
„ And Services. The Civil Lift Revenue was never ſo hig 
50 made ' in th is Reign It is a moſt dangerous Revenue, eipectul'y 
Yeverte en a very conſiderable Part of it may be applied, to 


„ made lan 
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' Arm 10. Geo, Man knows how: It is a ſharp Inſtrument in the Hands of 
II. 1736-7. 2 Miniſter, which may ſome Time or other be employ in 
i cutting the Throat of our Conſtitution. During his pre 
ſent Majeſty's Reign, we cannot apprehend that any Part 
of it will be converted to a bad Uſe; but I hope I fhall 
never ſee ſuch a Revenue granted in any future Reign, not 
granted in ſuch a Manner. Money generally carries Per 
ſuaſion along with it; therefore it is moſt juſtly to be ar 
prehended, that ſome future guilty Miniſter, provided with 
ſuch a large Fund of Perſuaſion, and that Perſuaſion {up 
ported by an armed Force, may be enabled to do whaterer 
he pleaſes with our Conſtitution ; and as either he or ou 
Conſtitution muſt be ſacrificed, we may eaſily judge which 
will bleed at the Altar. 5 
As his Majeſty's Meſſage to the Prince was in Writing 
and is now communicated to us by his Majeſty's Command 
it may be made uſe of, and is certainly a very ſtrong Argus 
ment in favour of the Motion; but, Sir, I am ſurpriſed td 
hear the Prince's ſuppoſed Anſwer made uſe of in this Houle 
as an Argument againſt the Motion; becauſe the Prince's 
Anſwer neither was in Writing, nor was deſired to be give 
in Writing; and as I took it down in Writing ſoon after i 
Royal Highneſs delivered it, I muſt beg Leave to ſay, it wa 
not exactly in the Terms the noble Lords who brought ths 
Meſſage ſeem to have reported; therefore I wiſh they had 
given his Royal Highne/s previous Notice of the Meſſage 
and deſired that he might prepare to give them an Anſwe 
in Writing, which would have prevented any Surprile e 
the one Side, or any Miſtake of the other; for I am con 
vinced the noble Lords did not deſignedly make any Mit 
take in their Report. Altho' I took down his Roya! Hi 
ſs's Anſwer in Writing, yet, Sir, I ſhall not pretend i 
communicate it to this Houſe, ſince I have no Author 
from him for that Purpoſe ; but thus much I may obſerie 
that if his Royal Highneſs ſaid he was ſorry for any Thing 
e it was, That he was ſorry any Gentleman of either Hout 
of Parliament ſhould have Occaſion to give himſelf a 
Trouble about that Settlement which ought to be made 
upon him; and this 1 believe the greateſt Part of th 

Nation are ſorry for as well as his Royal Highneſs: I. 
ſure every Man who has a true Regard for either his Fa 
ther or him, or for any of their illuſtrious Family, muſt 
lorry for it. However, Sir, ſuppoſe his Anſwer was in 1 
Words reported, It is ſo full of filial Duty and wh” 
that it is a new Argument for the Addreſs propoſed 3 
cauſe the great Reſpe& which his Royal Highneſs there ſhes 
for the King his Father, may very probably pre': yi 
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tim to ſubmit to very great Difficulties, rather than take Arno. 10 Geo. 
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—_ the Liberty of troubling his Father with any new, tho' molt JI. 1736-7. 
0 - neceſſary Demand; which is a ſtropg Argument for the Wy WR 


Neceſſity of his having a ſufficient independent Settlement, 
and for the Parliament's interpoſing in his Behalf. 

So unlucky, Sir, are the Gentlemen of the other Side of 
the Queſtion, that nothing has happened, almoſt nothing has 
been laid during the Debate, but what tends to fortify the 
Argument againſt them. This, I am jure, may molt julily 
be laid of the melancholy Account they have given us of 
that unlucky Diſpute which happened between the preſent 
King, when Prince of I/ales, and the late King his Father, 
| ſhall moſt readily agree, that that Diſpute was owing nei— 
tier to any Want of paternal Affection in the late King, 
dor to any Want of filial Duty in the preſent, but to the 
Pride and Vanity of ſome mean and low Sycophants and 
Tale-Bearers. Now, Sir, I would be glad to know from 
tiole Gentlemen, what ſort of Situation they think the 
preſent King, who was then Heir Apparent to the Crown, 
would have been reduced to, if he had had no independent 
ettlement of his own, or not a ſufficient independent Set— 
tement? The Account they have given us of his Situation 
b melancholy enough; but if he had not been provided 
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: it Wai . : a 1 | 
bt the vith a ſufficient independent Settlement, would not the 
hey had Account of his Situation have been a great deal more diſ- 
\ieſſage| nal? Would not he have been obliged either to ſubmit to, 


ad become the Slave of thoſe very mean and Jow Syco- 


harry plants, or to ſubſiſt by the Generoſity and Beneficence of 
am con bs Friends ? And we know, Sir, how hard it is to meet 
iny Miſ * with Generoſity or Beneficence, when People are l{en- 
/ Heb * that their Generofity or Beneficence will be imputed to 
Eten em as a Crime againſt the State. Can any thing be 1aid, 


ur, can any thing be thought of, that can juſtify our agree- 


Luthorlt) | | gree 
obſerve ug to the Motion, more than this very Accident ? For if 
„Thing * ſuch unlucky Accident ſhould happen (which God 

ir Houl did) it may happen when his Rozal Highneſs is bleſſed 

Meif al Wh as many Children as che King his Father was, when 

de madt at Accident happened to him ; and we are not certain 

t of th dat the Court would, in ſuch a Caſe, behave in the ſame - 
11 In manner towards his Children. 3 

His Fa lam ſurpriſed, Sir, to hear a Motion for an humble Ad- 

muſt bf ls, called a Stating ourſelves as the higher Power, and 

as in 108; "5g the Prince of Wales and his Mojeity as Plaintiff and 

Reſpecl dent before us. Can Advice be called a Degree, or 18 

led; be common Stile of an Addrets the Stile of a ſuperior power? 

re ſheW am Ml more ſurpriſed to hear it ſaid, our agreemyg to 

ail upot e Queſtion would be a determining that is lee bas 


Vor. IV. 98 done 
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Anno 10. Geo, done Injuſtice to his eldeſt Son. Does not every one Kno 
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pence for the future, or would produce an Enquiry into the 
late Management of the Civil-Liſt Revenue, by either cf 


Majeſty's quarrelling with thoſe who have led him into ſuch 
an Expence, as not to be able to ſpare above 50,000). a Yer, 


to the Prince of Wales; becauſe ſuch an Addreſs from Par- 


lament would certainly procure a Contracting of that Ex- 


which his Majeſty would find, they had led him into a need: 
leis Expence, the certain Conſequence of which would be, 
His turning them out of his Service. Our agreeing there- 
fore to the Motion can never produce any Breach between 


the Royal Father and the Royal Son; but if we ſhould dil. 


agree to the Motion, it will afford an Opportunity for evil 


Counſellors to confirm his Majeſty in that Error they have 
already endeavoured to lead him into; and as one wicked! 
Step generally begets a ſecond, worſe than the firſt, they 


may very probably repreſent this Motion in Parliament a8 
procured by his Royal Highneſs, in order to diſtreſs bis Ma- 


jeſty's Meaſures, and to procure himſelf a much large 
Settlement than he has any Occaſion for. This ſecond Step 
we have ſome Reaſon to dread, Sir, even from the Words 


of the Meſſage now before us; and therefore we have g'%% 
Reaſon to dread that our diſagreeing to the Motion may 


produce, or at leaſt be the diſtant, Cauſe of a perp*® 


Breack 


IE 1536-7. that our Kings can do no Wrong, that they can do no In. Breach 
SYN Jullice ? If any Wrong is done, we mult always neceſlarily cannot b 
ſuppoſe it done by the Minitters ; and if any of them he the 8 
told the King that 50,000/7. a Year is ſufficient for ſupport. for the | 
ing the Prince of Wales, or has led his Majeſty into ſuch an ſhould e 
Expence that he cannot ſpare more out of the Civil Lit, I pen th 
will ſay they have done Injuſtice, and the Nation will, the We | 
Nation ought to ſuppoſe they are no longer fit, nor ought] Leine 
to continue to rule over us; ſo that whatever Foreigners Doors. 
may think, no Man who underſtands our Conſtitution, ca vithout 
expect or ſuppoſe our agreeing to this Motion will be at. himſelf, 
tenced with any ſuch Misfortune as has been repreſented, der the 
Our agreeing to this Queſtion, Sir, can be attended with Ml pen F 

no Misfortune to any Branch of the Royal Family, nor can they m 
it be the Occaſion of any Quarrel or Breach between te 9" 
King and the Prince: Indeed it may be the Occaſion of his will Pe 
Mateſty's quarrelling with thoſe who have told him that 7% 
50,000/, a Year is enough for his eldeſt Son; becaule it is Half o 
to be preſumed, his Majeſty will give more Credit to his though 
Parliament than to any Counſellor he has about him; and ol the 
conſequently will diſmiſs them from his Councils, for telling britain 
him what he finds by the Addreſs of his Parliament to be br the 
notorious Falſhood : Or it may be the Occaſion of his 5 
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Breach between the Father and Son ; but in that Caſe it J,no 10 Ges. 


cannot be ſa id, that thoſe who have endeavoured to do Juſtice 
to the Son were the Cauſe of the Breich ; we muſt look 
for the Cauſe in the oppoſite Corner; and, I hope, if there 
ſhould ever be any Neceſſity for an Amputation, it will (all 
upon thoſe who moſt juſtly deſerve it. 

We have heard a great deal, Sir, of the ill Effects our 
zoreeing to this Motign may have on the People without 
Doors. Theſe Apprehenſions, Sir, I have ſhewed to be 
without any Foundation, at leaſt with reſpe& to his Majeſty 
himſelf, or any of his illuſtrious Family; but let us conſi- 


der the ill Effects our not agreeing to this Motion may have 


upon People without Doors, with reſpe& to the Opinion 
they may from thence form of the Heir Apparent to our 
Crown, or of the Juſtice and Equity of Parliament. What 
will People think, what will they ſay of the Prince of 
WValzs, when they hear that his Settlement is reduced to one 
Half of what has, for theſe many Years laſt paſt, been 
thought neceſſary for ſupporting the Honour and Dignity 
of the Heir Apparent, or Preſumptive to the Crown of Great 
Britain; and that at a Time when every other Proviſion 
for the reſt of the Royal Family has been vaſtly encreaſed ? 
The Civil Liſt is now near double what it formerly was : 
The Dowry ſettled upon her preſent Majeſty, and molt 
deſervedly ſettled, is double what was ever ſettled upon any 
former Queen. The Marriage-Proviſion granted by Par- 
lament to the Prexce/s Royal, is double what was ever given 
to any Princeſs Royal of England; for King Charles I's 
Daughter had but half the Sum, and even that, I believe, 
Was never paid; and King James II's Daughter, whom 
King Charles II. looked on as his own, had but 40,000/. 
when married to the Prince of Orange, afterwards our glo- 
nous Deliverer; nor was that Sum fully paid, I believe, 
ll he came to be our King; when, I do not know but he 
might have Intereſt enough to ſee himſelf paid. If we 
ſhould diſagree to this Motion, will not the People have 


J. 17367. 
D 


Reaſon to conclude, that we have no great Opinion of the 


Merit of the preſent Prince of Wales? Will they not from 
thence Imagine he 1s not worthy of ſucceeding to the 
Throne? They would certainly imagine fo, Sir, if it were 
poſſible ; but, thank God, his Merit is publickly and gene- 
Rally known: Every one knows that no Part of any Settle- 
ment made upon him will be hoarded up to the Detriment 
ot public Circulation, nor the leaſt Part of it converted to 
amy wicked or ridiculous Uſe : No, Sir; whatever he may 
dave more than neceſſary for ſupporting the Dignity of the 
parent Heir to our Crown, will, we are ſure, be wholl) 


Uu 2 employ: 
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Anno 10. Geo. employed in Acts of true Charity and public Utility, so baned a f 
II. 1735 7. far as the Prince can ſpare it, the Wants of every delerving uo it ple 
LIND lan will be ſupplied, the Unfortunate will be relieved, and On the 
; whoever excels in Virtue and true Merit will be forwarded. deiolutio 


Con ſide ration? | 


caſe I did not vote in Parliament as he directed, I ſhould 
receive the Meſſage with a ſuitable Indignation, and would 


As this is the Cale with reſpect to his Royal Highneſ, what Hoe, 
Opinion can the People without Doors form of the Proceed. Would b 
ings within? Will they not be apt to ſay, our Proceeding; MMWOfice of 
are directed, not by Juſtice, but by ſome ſelfiſn and ſordid hat a 8 
to his M 
the Office 
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Thus, Sir, I have given you my Opinion fally and freely 
in this Affair. I know the Danger I am in by appearing 
in favour of this Motion. I may perhaps have a \eſlage 
ſent me, I may loſe the Command I have in the Army, as 
other Gentlemen have done for the ſame Reaſon, before 
me; but I ſhould think myſelf a pitiful Officer, if I were 
directed in my Voting or Behaviour in this Houle, either 
by the Fears of loſing the Commiſſion I have, or the Hopes 
of obtaining a better; and if any Miniſter whatever ſhould 
lend to threaten me with the Loſs. of my Commilizon, in 


be very apt to treat the Meſſenger in ſuch a manner, as[ 
do not think decent here to expreſs. While I have the 
Honour to fit in this Houle, I ſhall upon all Occaſions en- 


deavour to judge impartially, and ſhall always vote wit On 14 
Freedom, according as my Honour and Conſcience direct; Neecolutie 
and as I am convinced his Royal Highne/5s has a Right, WWivule, - 
and ought to have a ſufficient independent Settlement; 25 WMivuld b. 
I am convinced 50,000/, a Year is not a ſufficient Pov. genlone 
tion for the Heir Apparent to the Crown of Great Britain; Nin not 
as Jam convinced, the Civil Liſt, if rightly managed, may Maj 
eaſily ſpare 100,000/7, a Year for his Royal Hizhne/s ; as | am pence 

convinced this is the Sum which was intended for him oy Wivided 
that Parliament which eſtabliſhed the preſent Civil Liit Re 0,000/ 
venue; and as Jam convinced his Majeſty has been milin- Wivards 
formed, or ill adviſed, otherwiſe this Sum would have been r the 


ſettled upon him long before this time; therefore, a52 | 
Member of this Houle, as a loyal Subject to bis Majeliy, 
and a ſincere Friend to his Family, I think myſelf obliged } 


Orn 01 
vuntry 
deyer 


in Duty, in Honour, in Conſcience, and in ſpite of eve ie pres 
ſordid Temptation to the contrary, to endeavour as much Wdlic, 
as I can to give my Sovereign a right Advice, and a tv e; 


Information, 

The (Qeſtion being put, the Diviſion was, Nees 2343 
Yeas 204. 

We have been obliged in this Debate, to throw all that 
was ſaid in one general Argument, the Speakers upon that | 
Occalion being ſo very numerous, that it condone | 

| . p 10062 } 
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deo coned a frequent Repetition of the ſame Arguments, which Jum 16. Goo 
ring o' it pleaſed in the Hearing, might diiguſt in the Reading. II. j 36-5. 
, and On the 28th the ſaid Committee came to the following 9 3 
(ed, gesolutions, which were reported, and ail agreed to by the 5 

what A ouſe, viz. 1 hat a Sum not exceeding 79.723“ bs. 34. 

ceed. WK ſhould be granted to his Majeity for the Charge of the 

dings WMWOfice of Ordnance for Land-Service for the Year 1737. 

ordid hat a Sum not exceeding 604“. 195. 2d. ſhould be granted 


to his Majelty for defraying the extraordinary Expence of 


freely Nie Office of Ordnance for Land-vervice, and not provided 
aring or by Parliament. That a Sum not exceeding 62,4010. 
ellage WW: 64. 4. ſhould be granted to his Majeſty to make good the 
ny, as WiWiciciency of the Grants for the Service of the Yeur 1736. 


before WMWlbat a Sum not exceeding 10,043/7. 3s. 10d. +. ſhall be 


were WiWeranced to his Majeliy to replace to the Sinking-Fund the | 
either ke Sum paid our of the fame, to make good the Leliciency f 
Hopes if the additional Stamp- Duties at Chri/mas 1735, puriuant il 
ſhould | 


pa Clauſe in an Act of Parliament paſſed 1n-tae 4ch Year || 
f his Majeſty's Reign, for railing 1,200,000/, by Annul- | 
tes and a Lottery for the Service of the Year 1731. That a 
dum not exceeding 42,817/. 10s. ſhould be granted to his 
lajetty on account of the Subſidy payable to the King of 
Vnmark, purſuant to the Treaty bearing Date September 19, 
1714, for three Quarters of a Year to September 19, 1737, 
On March 4, the ſaid Committee came to the following 
Kelolutions, Which were reported and all agreed to by the 
Nlouſe, viz. That a Sum not exceeding 28,7077. 55. 104. 
bould be granted to his Majeily upon Account, for Out- 
jenſoners of Chel/ea- Hoſpital for the Year 1733. That a 


on, in 
ſhould 
would 
r, 28 J 
12 the 
Ius en- 
2 With | 
direct; 
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Vila u not exceeding 56, 413. 145. 3d. 4 ſhould be granted to 
d, may Is Majeſty for defray ing ſeveral extraordinary Services and 
as | am WiWpences incurred in the Years 1735 and 1736, and not 
him of Wi iced for by Parliament: That a Sum not excecding 
ulit = 0,000/, ſhould be granted to his Majeſty upon Account, 
min- 


Wards the Support of the Royal Hoſpital at Greenwich, 


/e been er the Maintenance of the Seamen of the ſaid Hoſpital 


e, as 2 en out and become decrepid in the Service of their 
Ja jeſty, buntry. | 
j; | 8 | | : 
2 deyeral Gentlemen upon that Occaſion took Notice of 
ever 


be great Charge that Holpital was like to bring upon the 
lie, They ſaid they would not oppoſe the Motion then 
ade; but they could not negle& that Opportunity of tak- 
ib Notice, that notwithilanding its being a Time of Peace, 
e Charge of that Hoſpital ſcemed to be every Year in- 
lng; for that laſt Year the Sum provided by Parlia- 
4+ for that Article was but 24,518/, 10s. and the preced- 
is Lear it was but 18,850/. 9s. 2d. ſo that the Sum then 
ied was very near 10,000/. more than was found: 

neceſſary 
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Anno 10. Geo, neceſſiry for the ſame Service but 2 Years beſore. They 
II. 1736-7 would not, they faid, pretend to ſuggeſt what were the par 
; ticular Reaſons for that great Increaſe ; but there was one 

general Reaſon which would always hold, while we kept y 

ſuch a large number of regular Forces, and obſerved the 

ſame Rules with reſpeQ to admitting Perſons into th 

**Hoſpital. In Time of War there had been two Rule 

eſtabliſned for intitling Soldiers to the Benefit of that Hy 

pital; one of which was, a Soldier's being wounded e 

maimed in the Service, and diſcharged by his Colonel, 

unfit for further Service; and the other was, a Soldier 

having been z4verty Years in the Service, and reduced, 

diſcharged by his Colonel, as an old and decrepid Soldie 

While the War continued, no Man could claim a Title t 

the Hoſpital by either of theſe Rules, unleſs he was by! 

Age, or his Wounds, become actually unfit for Service 

becauſe, as Recruits were then hard to be got, no Colon 

wouid diſcharge a Soldier, as long as he was any way fit fo 

Service; and there were but very few who could ere 

claim the Benefit of the laſt Rule; becauſe moſt of thet 

were either killed or woanded before they could be d 

charged as a Soldier grown decrepid with Age: Whera 

now, in Time of Peace, we had not, it was true, many 90 

diers who could claim any Title from the firſt Rule; butt 

Numbers of thoſe who might claim a Title from the {econ 

would be inereaſing every Day; for as Recruits were 10 

eafily procured, the Officers were very apt to diſchargef 

old Soldier, as often as they could find a clever, we!!-100k 

young Fellow ready to liſt in his ſtead, tho' the old Sold 

might then be as fit for real Service, but not perhaps {9 pf 

per for a Review, as the Man newly liſted ; and as none 

our Soldiers were in Time of Peace in any great Dange! 

being killed, almoſt every Soldier in our Army wouldat | 

come to have a Title, by his having been raverty Year 

the Service, to claim the Benefit of being admitted it 

Chelſea Hoſpital ; and that at an Age perhaps when | 

might not only be fit for Service, but fit for gaining 
Livelihood by any induſtrious Employment ; for it a 50 
Fellow hited when but e:ghteer Years of Age, at bis Age 
eight and thirty, if he could obtain a Diſcharge from! 


Army o 
ge Pen! 
"joy t. 
han th 
Theſ 
ny De 
nan) 1 
nerous 
Time tl 
oncerne 
zelt of 
barity, 
eir Ce 
To th 
the W 
redecel 
ears 1N 
tate ſho 
ways | 
eceſlary 
ept up 
ublitten 
nd dec1 
Way to 
ndultry 
ould in 
e might 
ke bi 
| order 
lie in t. 
ok of 
ithout 
r by hi. 
s Who] 
nd Dan; 
bly ſta 
Ine of 
it of w. 
ling as 
ar „Sol. 
Iched 


Officer, he would have a Title to claim being admitted 0 For th 
Che/ſea Hoſpital ; and by Means of a long Beard, 2 72528. be 
Coat, and good Intereſt at the Board, he might even 2. Time 
Age be admi'ted to a Share of that Charity, which  Preve 


detigned only for the Diſabled and Decrepid. From he 
they could not bat ſuppoſe, that a peaceable Army 0 


always furniſh Chelſea with more Penſioners than à 55 


bitly cc 
Ped f. 


1 


my of the fame Number could be ſuppoſed to do; and 4,5 10. Ces. 
ic Penſioners drawn from the former would live longer to 1117367. * 


They 


he par cioy their Penſion, and to be a Burden upon their Country, 
wi a Penſioners drawn from the dne 5 W 
kept will Theſe Things, they ſaid, they took Notice of, not with 
ved ty Deſign to oppoſe the Motion, but only to ſhew the 
to than Diladvantages that attended the Keeping up of a nu- 
» Rule ereus Standing-Army in Time of Peace; and at the fame” 
12t Ho Time they hoped it would contribute towards making thoſe 
aded ofMoncerned as careful as poſſible, not to admit any to the Be- 
lonel, ect of that Hoſpital, but ſuch as were truly Objects of 
Soldier barity, and deſerved to be ſupported at the Expence of 
uced, Meir Country. 

Soldien To this it was anſwered, That tho' the Nation, by Means 


Title the wiſe Meaſures purſued by his Majeſty and his Royal 
as by H redeceſſor, had been ſo fortunate as to remain for many 
Service ears in a State of Peace and 'T'ranquillity, tho* that happy 
Colon ate ſhould continue for many Years to come, yet it had 
ay fit loMlinays been, and, they believed, would always be deemed 
uld er ceeſlary to keep up ſome regular Troops; and while they 
of theßhept up any ſuch Troops, it would be neceſſary to grant a 
d be ei dadence or Relief to thoſe Soldiers who ſhould grow old 
Where decrepid in the Service; for a poor Man had no other 
navy day to provide for the Infirmities of old Age, but by the 
> 3 but W@uliry and Frugality of his Youth ; and if a poor Man 
he fc oold in his Youth forſake every Sort of Buſineſs by which 


were 10888: might provide for the Infirmities of old Age, in order to 
charge ke himſelf fit for ſerving his Country as a Soldier, and 
111-100 order to be ready upon all Emergencies to venture his 
„d S010 in the Cauſe of his Country, ſuch a Man, tho' he par- 
ps {0 pick of the Happineſs of his Country, and paſled thro Life 
as non out Danger, yet he deſerved as much to be provided 
Danger WW dy his Country in his old Age, as if he had been during 
ould at M whole Life involved with his Country in Bloodſhed 
+ Years WW Danger; and in the former Caſe he would more pro- 
nitted by ſtand in need of it than in the latter; becauſe in 
when ne of Peace, a Soldier had nothing but his bare Pay, 
7210105 i of which it could not be ſuppoſed he could fave any 
if a jou ling as a Proviſion for old Age; whereas in Time of 
bis Ig, Soldiers were often allowed to plunder, and ſometimes 
: from iched themſelves by the Spoils of their Enemies, 
mitted i For this Reaſon, it the Penſioners in Chelſea College 
d, a hald become a little more numerous in Time of Peace than 
ven a Time of War, it was a Diſadvantage which could not 
which prevented, but it was a Ditadraatage that was fuſh- 
F rom ey compenſated by the many Advantages the Nation 
rmy wo kel from a State of Peace and Tranquillity; and the 
in a fg mail tain- 
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tributed, and would always contribute towards (ecuring 
and prolonging the Enjoyment of thoſe Advantage, 
However, they ſaid, they could not admit that any Office 


would be very apt to diſcharge a Soldier, as long as he was 105 
every Way fit, and properly qualified for the Service; be. I ha) 
cauſe the Breeding of a young Fellow up to Diſcipline, ill ten 
and making him thorovgh Matter of his Exerciſes, was zu tbere c. 
ways a great Trouble to the Officer; and if the Officer theretor 
ſhould diſcharge ſuch a Man, the Board were not obliged hut in e 
admit him to the Benefit of Chel/ea Hoſpital, even though the Ad) 
he had been Yawenzy Years in the Service, unleſs he was tome expl: 
Way diſabled, or grown very old and decrepid ; at leat i Fand, a 
any juch Man was admitted, he was immediately tent to che diſpoſin 
Regiment, or to ſome of the Companies, of Invalids, and We a 
by that Means was made to ſerve for that Subſlitence whic Fund m 
he received from his Country, as long as any Service couldMiWkiy's + 
be expected from him; ſo that they believed, there wer kerliam 
few or no Soldiers upon the Etftabliſhmert of Che//:a Ho lit that 
pita l, but ſuch as were real Objects cf Charity; and theyſtlion ; 
were very ſure the Commiſſioners of that Board had been poſin 
of late as careful as poſſible not to admit any Man uponjfiſCommit 
that Eſtabliſnment who was not every way entitled to on 
Benefit, as would fully appear if any Enquiry ſhould be madg This ha 
into that Affair; and then the particular Reaſons for the for app] 
late Increaſe of the Charge of that Hoſpital would not only Nationa 
be made to appear, but would, they were convinced, be ap lon 
proved of by every Gentleman in that Houle. I the 
This was the Subſtance of what was ſaid of each Si ute de 
upon this Occaſion ; after which the Queſtion was put upo ut loc 
the Motion, and agreed to without a Dwiſion. Fen w 
Ihe next Affair upon which there was any conſiderabe wliged 
Debate in the Committee of Supply, was on Hedneſden e Ser 
gth, and Hiday the 11th of March, when the Motion Ws This, 
made for granting a Million to his Majeſty, towards RE ult al 
deeming the like Sum of the increaled Capital of the ropoſit 
South Sea Company, commonly called O4 South-Sea AP '<cd 
Nuities ; but as this was a Sort of Reſolution which had ment 
never before been moved for, or agreed to, in any Col eclate 
mittee of Supply, we ſhall give our Readers an Accouft, Che 
how the Method of Proceeding came to be altered err, 
Sion, with reſpect to the paying off the Nationa! Deb, th 
and the Application of the Sinking-Fund for that Pur et fo 
rale N dliged 
As ſoon as the Houſe had upon the ſaid March qtb, E. Lanny 
ſolved itielf into a Committee of the whole Houle 40 cr tc 
| ſidel [rent 

luce of 


Vou 
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. fder of the Supply granted to his Majeſty, Sir Nobert 
ng Valhole Rood up, and ſpoke to the following Effect, wx. 
Office | 


SIR, 


I have a Propoſition to make to the Houſe, which I think 
vill tend to the Advantage of the Public, and againſt which 


he was 
e; be. 
cipline, 


was zl there cannot, in my Opinion, be any Objection made, 
OficeM therefore I hope it will be agreed to without Oppoſition; 
lied ibu in order to make Gentlemen thoroughly comprehend 


dong the Advantage of what I am to propole, I muſt beg Leave 


as tome explain a little the preſent Circumſtances of the Sinking. 
t lea i Fund, and the Method hitherto obſerved with reſpect to the 
1t to chal Uipoling of the Produce of that Fund. 


We all know, Sir, that the whole Produce of the Sinking- 
Fund muſt be regularly, as it ariſes, depoſited in his Ma- 
klly's Exchequer, and there wait the future Diſpoſition of 
Farllament, ſo that no Part of it can be applied to any Uſz 
bit that to which it has been appropriated by ſome preceding 
delon; and the Method this Houte has generally taken for 
Uipoling of that Fund, has been, To reſolve itſelf into a 
Committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider of the Appli- 


19s, and 
e White] 
*e Could 
re were 
ea Hol: 
nd the! 
2d been 


an po 


Anno 10. Geo? 


II. 1736-7. 
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| to then of the growing Produce of the Sinking Fund. 
be made rhis has always been the Method we have hitherto taken 
tor tier applying that Fund towards paying off any Part of the 


National Debt; and as we ſeldom or never pay off under «© 
lion at a Time, there is generally 5 or 600,000 J. Part 
if the Produce of that Fund, which lies for ſeveral Months 
ute dead and uſeleſs in his Majetty's Exchequer 3 Which we 
null look. on as a great Diſadvantage to the Public, eſpecially 
Fen we conſider that the Government is during that Time 
Woliped to borrow Money at Intereſt for anſwering the Cur- 
nt Service of the Year. a 
This, Sir, has been the Caſe for ſeveral Vears paſt, and 


not only 
1, be ap 


ach $0 


"ut po N 


ſiderabl 
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tion WA 

ards Et always be the Caſe for every Year to come, if the 
of the opoſition I am to make, or ſomething like it, be not 
S A eed to; for it is well known the Funds provided by Par- 
ich had ment for the current Service of the Year do not im- 


1y Com- ediately produce ſuch Sums as are neceſſory for anſwering 
\ ccount e Charges of the Government, and therefore his Majeſty 
red e erery Year empowered to borrow Money for that Purpoſe 
al Debt en the Credit of ſome of the Funds granted by Parlia- 


lat Pu- for the current Service of that Year ; for which he is 


Aged to pay an Intereſt of at leaſt 3 per Cert. which is 
annual Charge of 10, 15, or perhaps above 20,000 J. 4 
ar to the Public, and a Charge which might, I think, be 
Tented, by enabling his Majeſty to make uſe of the Pro- 
ce of the Sinking-Fund then lying dead in the Exche- 

Vol. IV. X X | THEN 3 
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lan 10. Geo, guer 3 and Whatever Sums might be found neceſſary to be T hopt 
II. 1736-7, taken from the Sinking Fund for anſwering the immediate ſood by 
YR Service, might be replaced by the Produce of the annal Pinks fl 
| Funds, before Michaelmas, the Time when the Produce of eing it 
the Sinking Fund is generally to be iſſued by Direction of this C 
Parliament for pay ing off a Part of the National Debt; edeemir 
or if the Whole ſhould not be replaced before that Time, 3 hen we 
ſmall Sum might then, and not till then, be borrowed for Commit 
making good the Deficiency ; ſo that the Government Pads re 
would never be obliged to borrow ſo large a Sum, or for ed au 
Jong a Time, as they generally are, according to the pre- es as h 
{ent Method. | Exceſles, 
For Example, Sir, the Produce of the Sinking Fund i Fund. 
generally computed from Michaelmas to Lady Day, a Wh 
from Lady Day to Michaelmas ; and it is to be ſuppoſed thi the Hou 
Houſe will, in the preſent Seflion, order the Sum of in, a 
Million, being the growing Produce of that Fund fron {Mi *2'<< 
DMichaelmas laſt till Michaclmas next, to be applied to the As th 
Paying off ſo much of the National Debt: This Payment pinking: 
cannot be made before Michaclmas next, and as the Prod en Hos 
of that Fund will bring into his Majeſty's Exchequer bf ved 1 
Lady Day next, or ſoon after, 5 or 600,000 J. that whole . 
Ou 


Sum Mult, according to our former Method of ordering the 
Application of that Fund, lie dead in the Excheguor, withe 
out its being in the Power of the Public, or the Govern: 
ment, to reap any Benefit from it; and in the mean time, 


IKe Sur 
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as the Produce of the annual Funds cannot anſwer the in but a 
mediate Occaſions of the Government, his Majeity wa buylt n. 
probably be obliged at Lady Day next, or ſoon after, iq 5e 
borrow 5 or 600,000 J. at an Intereſt of 3 per Cent. upd Bark C 
the Credit, I ſhall ſuppoſe, of the Mali Tax, in order i Argums 
anſwer thoſe Demands which may occur before the P. bo the 
duce of that Tax can come in to ſatisfy them: Now if his 81 
Majeſty were empowered to make uſe of the Produce 0 As tl 
the Sinking-Fund in the mean time, it would prevent h Wer Wa 
being under a Neceſſity of borrowing any Money at J rom wü 
Day next; and whatever ſhould be found neceiiary to MP” kale 
taken in the mean time from the Sinking-Fund, might be if that 
replaced by the Produce of the Malt Tax, or ſome e 92g 
the other Funds provided for the current Service of thi lat Py 
next enſuing Year, before Mzichaelmas next, which is the o our! 
ſooneſt any Payment can be directed to be made out of tif unſtan 
Produce of that Fund; or if the Whole ſhould not tte bande 
happen to be replaced, a ſmall Sum might be then bot wy 
rowed for a ſhort Term, in order to make good the De Vhat 
liciency, and to make that Payment to the public Crecit0! Nation 
which, I ſuppoſe, will by this Seſſion be directed to be nale Se 


= „ 347) 
ic te 1 hope, Sir, J have explained myſelf fo as to be under- Aung 10. Cr? 


\cdinre ood by every Gentleman that hears me; aud if the Houſe II. „ 


anna inks fit to agree to what I propoſe, the proper Method of N 
ce Poing it will, in my Opinion, be, To come to a Reſolution 
tion of Wo this Committee, to grant his Majeſty g Million towards 
Debt; Peleeming the like Sum of ſome of the public Debts; and 
ime, 3 en we take this Affair into our Conſideration in the 


Committee of Ways and Means, we may reſolve, That to- 
wards raiſing the Supply granted to his Majeſty, there be 
ſued and applied the Sum of one Million out of ſuch Mo- 
es as have ariſen, or ſhall or may ariſe of the Surpluſſes, 
Fxceſles, or overplus Monies, commonly called the Sinking— 


ved for 
"nment 
for ſo 
he pre. 


Pond jo ond. This, Sir, I take to be the proper Method of carry- 
1, and what I have propoſed into Execution, and if I find 
ed this ic Houſe approves of it, I ſhall take the Liberty to riſe up 
\ of ro ein, and make you ſuch a Motion as, I think, ought to 
1 fron {We agreed to in the Committee we are now in. 

to dhe As this new Method of ordering the Application of the 


inking-Fund was generally approved of, the ſame Gentle- 


aymelt 

7 nan ſtood up on the 11th, when the Houſe had again re- 
cur by olved itſelf into the ſaid Committee, and after a ſhort 
+ wbole reech, moved, to reſolve, 'That the Sum of one Million 
ing the iould be granted to his Majeſty, towards redeeming the 
„ with" Sum of the increaſed Capital of the South. Sea Com- 
ren, as was then commonly called O% South. Sea An- 
in time, Iuites, : | | 

the im But as many Gentlemen were of Opinion the ſaid Million 
{ty maß Wnt not to be applied towards redeeming any Part of the 


the Capital, but towards redeeming a Part of the 


after, tg uy; 
lark Capital, there enſued a long Debate, in which the 


. Upol 

der guments for the Motion were by Mr. Putney and others . Puliney 
ge po e the Effect as followeth, is. L Sin A illiam 
1 if his „ | OT | Windham, 
„Auce of As the Sinking-Fund is one of the molt uſeful F unds that n4-. Waller. 
dent li cr was eftabliſhed in this Kingdom, as it is the only Fund . 
at Lahe ben which we can expect a Diminution of our Taxes, and 

y to en Eaſe to ourſelves or our Poſterity, and as the Diſpoſition 

night be ak that Fund is left intirely to the Wiſdom of Parliament, 

ſome ee ought to be extremely careful of applying it yearly to 


lat Purpoſe from which the greateſt Benefit may redound 


1 i; te our native Country; and when we happen to be in Cir— 
it of th ®nſiances fo lucky as to be able to apply the whole Produce 
\ot the wards diſcharging ſo much of the National Debt, the only 
nen bo Queſtions that can fall under our Conſideration, ate, 


Vhat Part of the public Debts are moſt grievous to the 
on in general? and, What Part may be paid off with 

de greateſt Eaſe to thoſe who are the Creditors of the Pub- 
| > 2 | lic? 


reditor 
be madt 
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Anno 10. Geo. lic? The firſt Queſtion deſerves, and will certainly mel] 
II. 1736-7, with our greateſt Regard ; but if it ſhould appear, that the ln. 
SYN) tereſt of the Public 15 no way concerned, which Part of the 


the Kin 
Rules o 
ill alu 


National Debt ſhall be firſt paid off, the ſecond Queſtion wil tons, 
then deſerve our Attention; becauſe the greater Regard ve erer Pa 


ſhew to the Creditors of the Public, the more we ſhall 
et2bliſh the public Credit; and the more the Credit of the 
Nation is eſtabliſhed, the more eaſy will it be for us to re- 
duce the Intereſt now payable upon our public Funds. 
If there were any of our public Debts that bore an In. 
tereſt higher than the reſt, that Debt would certainly be the 
molt grievous to the Nation, and, conſequently, ought tg 
be the firſt to be paid off; but as the whole Debt of the 
Nation is now reduced to 4 per Cent. or under, except 
about 1,000,000 J. due to the Bank, which bears an Intereſ 
f 6 per Cent. and which cannot be redeemed till their 
Term be expired, therefore, the Rate of Intereſt can be 
of no Weight in the preſent Queſtion. With Regard to 
the Intereſt of the Public, I can think of but thrce other 
Motives that can induce us to pay off any one of the public 
Debts, or a Part of any one of the public Debts, rathe 
than a Part of any other: The firſt I ſhall take Notice of is 
the Amount of the Sum due; for where ſeveral Debts aue 
due to ſeveral different Perſons, natura! or political, that 
Debt which is the largeſt is certainly the moſt grievous, 
and ovght firit to be paid off, or at leaſt diminiſhed ſo as to 
bring it upon a Par with others. The next Motive may 
be drawn trom the Taxes which are mortgaged for paying 
the Intereſt; for thoſe Creditors to whom the moſt burden. 
ſome Taxes are mortgaged, ought to be firſt paid off in 
order that we may have it the {ſooner in our Power to res 
the Nation from thoſe Taxes: And the third Motive des 
pends upon the Nature of thoſe Companies or Corporations 
| to whom our preſent Debts are owing; for a Company that 
Wa is engaged in Trade, and is enabled to extend their Trade 
further than they could otherways do, by Means of that 
Intereſt which is payable to them from the Government, 
deſerve better to have that Intereſt continued to them, than 
a Company, or Sett of Men, who carry on no Trade, or 
it whoſe Trade can receive no Increaſe, by means of the Debt 
tt | due to them by the Public; and, therefore, no Part of the 
j Debt due to the former ought to be paid off, as long as there 
lj; is any Thing due from the Public to the latter. 
| Now, Sir, with reſpect to every one of theſe Motives, [ 
il think, they militate ſtrongly in favour of the Motion n0#1 
1 made to you. The Debt due to the So- Sea Company ! 
vaſtly larger than the Debt due to any other Comp Þ 
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y meet the Kingdom, and, therefore, not only according to the Auno 10. Geo. 
the . ales of Proportion, but according to that Rule which II. 17367. 
of the il always, I hope, be the chief Director of our Reſo- 223 
on wil ions, 1 mean the Intereſt of the Nation in general, whats | 
ard ve erer Pay ments we are able to make ought to be generally 

e tal pplied towards diminiſhing the Debt due to that Company: 


of the 
5 t9 le- 
an In. 
be the 


Then as to the Taxes mortgaged for the Payment of our 
public Debts, thoſe which are mortgaged to the Soxth-Sea 
Company are the moſt burdenſome, as will appear to any 
entleman who examines into that Affair; and of the three 
great Companies who are the cniet Creditors of the Pub- 


ugbt tic, it muſt be granted, the Sc. Sea Company carries on 
ot ee leaſt Trade, and is the leaſt capable of extending their 
exceptirade, by means of that Intereſt or Annuity which is due 
Intereti them from the Public. Thus in every Light we can 


II teich it, if we have a proper Regard for the Intereſt of the 


can be Nation in general, we mult conclude, that we ought to ap- 
22rd top the Produce of the Sinking-Fund towards paying off a 
e other ert of the Debt due to the South-Sea Company, rather 
e puble an any other; and as the Debt due to them is now di- 


rather 
ce of 11 
ebts are] 
cal, that 
rievous, 


ded into three different Parts, I think, the next Pay ment 
ght to be applied to that Part now called Odd Sourh-Sea 
annuities ; becauſe the Annuities ought to be all paid off, | 
before we pay off any Part of their 1'rading Stock; and as WW 
be laſt Payment was made to the New South-Sea Annuities, . | 


ſo as e next ought to be made to the Old. 

ive mY but ſuppoſe, Sir, that the Intereſt of the Nation in general 
x pen b no way concerned, Which Part of the public Debt ſhall 
burdens 


e fru paid off; in that Caſe we ought to ſhew a Regard to 


| off, ue Eaſe and Advantage of the ſeveral public Creditors, by 
- to ireoMiuking the next Payment to thoſe who will ſuffer the leaſt 
tive de uch Payment's being made to them. It is now the 
5rations bed Fortune of this Nation to have its Credit ſo well 
any tha0labliſhed, chat all our public Funds ſell at an advanced 
r Tnade ee; ſo that it is a Diſadvantage and Loſs to every one of 


of that 
rnment, 
IM, than 
rade, or! 
he Debt 
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as there 


lie public Creditors to have any Part of the Debt due to 
lim paid off; therefore, if the Intereſt of the Nation be 
{te unconcerned, we ought to direct the Payments to be 
Mie to thoſe who will ſuffer the leaſt by having a Part of 
tbeir Capital paid off; and of all the public Creditors, the 
prictors of the South. Sea Annuities are certainly thoſe 
llat will ſuffer the leaſt ; becauſe as there is a much larger 
m due to them than to any other Sett of public Creditors, 


tives, Ide Lo cannot fall ſo heavy upon each particular Perſon 
on nod ud as the Fund they are in Poſſeſſion of does not fell at a 
1pany 1 ice near ſo high as either the Bank or the Eaſt-Indiaæ 
any m ock, conſequently the Proprietors of South-Sea Annuities 


my a cannot 


II. 17367. 
93 


— — 


— — 
—ͤ ͤ——-— 


— 
at 


— — A 9 
— n= — — — - ” 
— — —— ͤ ́ V[.g[——— — — ͤ 84Uy—— — 
— — — — — 
4 —_ — hes 7 1 I ” 


Anno 19. Geo. 


Taxes which now lie fo heavy upon our Trade in gener, 
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cannot be ſuch Loſers as the Proprietors of Bank or Fab. 
Tndia would be, in caſe the next Payment were directed tg 
be made to either of them; for a Proprietor of South he 


| eention 
Annuities can loſe but 12 or 13 J. by having 100 / of his 


; „ Whic 
Capital paid off; whereas a Proprietor of Bank Stock would © Decen 
loſe above 50 J. and a Proprietor of Eaſt-India Stock would > And 
loſe near 80 / by having 100 J. of his Capital paid of, he to m 
From hence, Sir, it muſt appear, that if we have al that 
Regard to the Creditors of the Public, we mult order the editors 


growing Produce of the Sinking-Fund for this current Yer 
to be applied to the paying off ſo much of the $9»th-Szg 
Debt; and, therefore, Fmuſt conclude, that in Juſtice to 


auth er 
With 


Nation 1 
the public Creditors, as well as in Juttice to the Nation, © Nb 
the Motion now made ought to be agreed to. 3 

The Anſwer to this, and the Arguments made uſe of for U conf 
ſhewing the Reaſonableneſs of making the next Paymentty Line: tin 


the Sant, were in Subſtance thus, viz. 


boo, 
81 R, 


fer C 

As to the Uſefulneſs of the Sinking Fund, and the Ad. 500,0 
vantages the Nation may reap from it, I entirely agree with Id, th: 
the Hon. Gentleman who made you the Motion: I think ir Te 


it is one of the moſt uſeful Funds that was ever eltablittel 
in this Kingdom; I kvow it is the only Fund by Which "io 
or our Poſterity can expect to get free from any 0: tuo 


annot c 
je have 
bank. 

s fail a 


and upon our poor Labourers and Manufacturers in pa WWirier tc 
ticular ; but I cannot agree with that Hon. Gentleman mn 6000 
Opinion, That the Diſpoſition of the Sinking-Fund is Ein gro 
entirely to the Wiſdom of Parliament. The Contrary i Arg 
in my Opinion, evident from the very Words of thoſe ner 1 


of Parliament by which that Fund was eſtabliſhed; ot 
by them it is expreſly appropriated to the paying off fach 
of the public Debts and Incumbrances as were incurred be- 
fore the 25th of December, 1716, ſo that the only Dif 
Poſition left entirely to the Wiſdom of Parliament Is, wy 
reſpect to the Manner and Method of paying of i106 
Debts: The Parliament may direct what Sum ſhall be pail 
oft at any one Time, and at what Time ſuch Payment (hall 
be made; or it may direct which of thofe Debts any futur 
Payment ſhall be applied to; but by the original [niticution 
of that Fund, it was certainly deſigned not to leave it in ine 
Power of Parliament to apply that facred Fund to any 
other Purpoſe than that of paying off the National Debt 
contracted. before the 25th of December, 1710 3 at lealt - 
tar as any one Parliament can limit o reſtrain the Power © 
all future Parliaments. How far, or in what Cale, any 12s 
tare Parliament may or ought to break thro' that Rellrait 
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2 Queſtion which, I hope, we ſhall have no Occaſion to Hund 10. Ges. 
ſculs in this Seſſion: I am glad to find we have no ſuch II. 1536-7. 
rention at preſent ; for the only Queſtion now before us AU 
Which of the public Debts contracted before the 2 «th 
December, 1716, the next Payment ought to be applied 

; And in conſidering that Queſtion, 1 hope I ſhall be 

be to make it appear, that, if we regard the public Good, 


or Ef. 
Cited to 
auth dea 
of his 
K would! 
k would 


aid of 


de e that impartial Juſtice which is due to all the public 

der the rdtors, the next Payment ought not to be applied to the 

ent Veugg. Sea Stock, or Annuities, 

. Sea With reſpect to the public Good, or the Intereſt of the 

3 o (on in general, it has been granted, Sir, that if any of 
ation, 


ur Debts bore a higher Rate of Intereſt than the reſt, that 
hebt would certainly be the molt grievous to the Nation, 
id conſequently ought to be the firſt paid off; and at the 
ime time it has been granted, that there is a Debt of 
o, oo. due to the Bart, which bears an Intereſt of 
ger Cent, Is it not then evident that this Debt of 
600,000/. ought to be the firſt to be paid off? Put we are 
dd, this Debt cannot be redeemed till the Expiration of 
eir Term. I know it cannot; and I likewiſe know, we 
not come at the Redemption of this Mortgage, till after 
je have paid off the whole of the other Debts due to the 
put, Is not this a ſtrong Reaſon, Sir, for our paying off 
fait as poſſible all the other Debts due to the Bank, in 
der to come at the Redemption of this Mortgage of 
,b00z000/, which is now the heavieſt Mortgage this Na- 
on groans under? And what ſtill adds to the Weight of 
lis Argument is, that by the time we have paid off the 
ther Debts due to the Bar, and for which they have only 
in Intereſt of 4 per Cent. their Term will be expired, o 
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ol eh at we can then redeem this heavy Mortgage without fur- 
red beer Delay; whereas, if we do not now begin to pay oft 
ly Di le other Debts due to the Pank, we cannot, even when 
is, wüßzer Term is expired, have it in our Power to redeem this 
7 . Mortgage, becauſe, by Agreement, we cannot redeem it till 

| DE PUG | 


e have paid off all the other Sums due by the Public to 
that Company. Therefore, if we have any Regard to the 
lic Good, we ought to apply every future Payment to 
ne Banz till they are entirely paid off, or at leaſt til! they 
dee to take 4 per Cent for this 1,600,000/. as well as for 
reſt of their Fund, which would be a Saving of 32,000. 
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it in the 
to any 


Debt : | . 
1 wy Pr Aunum to the Public, and a Saving that wou!d greatly 
? as : . . J },  FYefntsy 
> 77 a ribute towards enabling us to reduce all our public Debts 

W . 
ez er Cent. Intereſt. | 
any fu- ; 


rain, Wi, ow, Sir, With reſpect to the other Motives mentioned : 
Ur. 0 p | ; . = 3 F 
— de honourable Gentleman, for inducing us to pay off a 


2 
Rs v 


J/ 


( 332 
"4410 10. Geo, Part of one Debt rather than a Part of any other, I ſy 
II. 1736-7. readily admit, that it is more grievous to owe a large De 

| than to owe a ſmall Sum; but I cannot admit that, there 
fore, of two or more Debts the largeſt ought to be firÞ pai 
off, or at leaft diminiſhed, ſo as. to bring it upon a Par wil 
others; for in private Life it is always reckoned better fn 
a Man to owe a large Sum to one Perſon, than to oe 
Sum of equal Value to a great Number of different Pe 
ſons; and for this Reaſon we often find Gentlemen of | 
ſtates bot rowing a large Sum of Money from one Perſon, i 
order to pay off a great Number of ſmall Creditors, th, 
they ſeldom or never have, or can obtain that Advantag 
which the Public at preſent enjoys, of making partial Pay 
ments to that large Creditor, If a private Man owed 1ooof 
to one Man, and 4 or g000/. to ten or a dozen differe 
Perſons, tho' he had a Privilege of making partial Pay 
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ments to his large Creditor; yet, if he could ſave 5000 wh 
1000/, a Year out of his Eſtate, he would certainly apph 3 
that Saving towards dicharging his ſmall Debts, rathe f Nat 
than towards diſcharging yearly a Part of the large Neb i up 


In like manner with regard to the Public, it was formerl 


reckoned better to owe a large Sum to the South Sea Com lis 15 


made 
Pany, than to owe the ſame Sum to a great Number e bs 
Private Perſons ; which was one Reaſon among others, fo hor | 


inducing the Legiſlature to grant them a Power to take indy 
{Purchaſe or Subſcription, or pay off all the irredeemabl 
and redeemable Debts then due by the Public to a great Mult 
tude of private Perſons. This, I ſay, was then deemed t 
| be a Benefit to the Public, and will certainly appear to bt 


00d o 
de ſo n 
We to t 
due to e 


9 ſuch, as often as the Public has any Propoſition to make t = 
its Creditors ; ſo that the Largeneſs of the South Sea Deal N 


ftabliſt 


| 
| in Compariſon with the Debt due to any other Compal) 
| Frivile, 


ſhould rather be an Argument for making no partial T2 


[4 ments to them till all the other ſmaller Debts be firlt paid d able 
61 But, Sir, there is another Advantage which will accruet oh tl 
the Public from paying off the Whole, or a great Part0 pen 
the Debt, due to the other Companies, which will apps our 0 
evident to every Gentleman, who conſiders, that a Trading Privile 
Company poſſeſſed of an excluſive Privilege, mutt are 4 
come to be a great Diſadvantage to the Trade of een a 
Country, where ſuch a Company is eſtabliſhed, and cory m: 
nued; for tho' in the Infancy of any particular ſort 0 0 puſh 
Trade, it may be neceſſary to erect a Company for ene; 


it up; yet, when the Trade comes to be tufficiently ef 
bliſhed, when great Numbers of our own People are We 
acquainted with it, and willing to carry it on in a pm! 


way, the continuing of the Company, or at leaſt tus a 
| Nu; 
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ming of their excluſive Privilege, muſt be a Diſadvantage Anno 10 Geov 
* 


1117367. 


11 | 
"| the Trade of our Country ; becauſe a Company can never 
at, th caury on a Trade at ſo cheap a Rate as private Perſons can 
fir paj do, and are therefore not ſo capable of preventing Foreigners 
par wit from interfering with us in the Trade; for as they are al. 
better oi” at a great Expence, they muſt have creat Profits, and 
to owe gat Profits not oniy tempt, but enable Foreigners to inter- 
ent Per fere with us in any Trade. It is not now neceſiary to ſheyy 
en of that the excluſive Privilege enjoy'd by the Bark and Ra-. 
erſon, i late Company is a Diſadvantage to the Trade of the 
ors, th Nation in. general : It is ſufficient at preſent to obſerve, that 
dvar this excluſive Privilege cannot be taken from either of them, 
tial Pay lll every Shilling due to them by the Public be paid off; 
16 0 that the Expiration of the Term for which that Pri— 
dier ſilege has been granted ſignifies nothing, as long as there 18 
tial Pl Money due to them; and ſurely it would be an Ad. 
—_— antage to the Public, to have 1t in our Power to put an 
ly appl Apr Privilege as ſoon as the Term expires, in caſe 
.s. ra ould then appear to be a Diſadvantage to the I rade of 
W be Nation; which Power we cannot acquire but by paying 
Toned if, in the mean Time, a great Part of the Capital of each, 
% his is an Advantage we cannot acquire by any Payment 
umber made to the South. dea Company; becauſe the excluſive Pri- 
thers, fo lege granted to and enjoy'd by that Company, is a Pri- 
ake ind lege granted to them for ever; and therefore the public 
deemabl ood of the Nation is not ſo much concerned, nor can ever 
eat Mud. ſo much concerned, in the paying off the whole Capital 
eemed r to them, as it may be in paying off the whole Capital 
ear to M to either of the other two. | 
> make t brom what J have ſaid, Sir, in relation to Trading Com- 
07 Deb panies with an excluſive Privilege, it muſt appear, that 
ompanſ - the Trade 1s once generally known, and thoroughly 
rtial P ablihed, if you can redeem and aboliſh their excluſive 
t paid bvilege by the Redemption of the Annuity or Intereſt 
accruet Payable to them, you ought as ſoon as poſſible to redeem 
it Part doch the one and the other; becauſe, by lay ing the Trace 
1 appea en you will increaſe rather than diminiſh the Trade of 
Trading {our Country, Indeed, if the Company has an exc uſive 
ſt alway! r which you cannot take from them, even after you 
of eve We paid off the whole Debt due to them, the paying off 
and conti cha Debt may be a Diſadvantage to your Trade, becauſe 
r ſort 0 u may, by ſo doing, prevent the Company's being able 


* their Trade ſo far as they might otherwiſe have 
Ik and at the ſame Time all private Adventurers are pre- 
wed from engaging in it by the Continuance of the Com- 
M's exclufive Privilege; therefore, it is inconſiſtent with 
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* public Good to pay off any ſuch Debt, or any Part of 
Vos, IV. 8 ns Y y | ſuch 
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Anno 10. Geo, ſuch a Debt, as long as there are any other public Debts to 
| be paid off; and does not every one ſee, that this is a good | 


W175 36-7. 
WY 
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Argument againſt making any future Payments to the Sozth- 
Sea Company? For the Intereit payable upon their An- 
nuities may contribute as much as the Intereſt payable upon 
their Stock, towards enabling them to extend their Trade; 
becauſe, the only Way by which either can contribute to- 
wards enabling them to extend their Trade, is, by the 
Money's lying for {ome time in their Hands, beſore they 
be obliged to 1fiue it to the Proprietors ; and the Intereſt 
Money of their Annuities lies as long in the Company's 
Hands before they be obliged to iſſue it for paying the halt. 
yearly Annuities grown due to the Annuitants, as the Intereſt 
Money of their Stock can do, before they be obliged to iſſue 
it for paying the half yearly Dividends grown due to ihe 
Proprietors of their Trading Stock. : 

As for the Taxes mortgaged to the South Sea Company, 


or to any other Company, they can be of no Weight in the | 
preſent Debate; for whenever we have a Mind to aboliſh 


any of our preſent heavy Taxes, we know, Sir, there is n0 
Company, nor public Creditor in Exgluud, but will be glad 
to conſent to the aboliſhing of any ſuch Tax, and to accept 
of an Annuity payable out of the Sinking-Fund, in Lieu of 
the Annuity payable to them out of the Produce of that 
Tax. This we know by a late Experiment in the Caſe af 
the Salt Duty, which was once by this Houſe reſolved to be 
the molt grievous Tax in Erg/and, and was thercfore abo. 
liſhed. In that Caſe we know, Sir, how readily the Sate 
Sea and other Companies agreed to take Annuities payable 
out of the Sinking-Fund, in Lieu of the Annuities payabi 
to them out of the Produce of that Tax; but ſo variable art 
the Sentiments of ſome Gentlemen, that in z7vo Years Time, 
that very Tax was deemed not near ſo grievous as a SLi 
in the Pound upon Land, and therefore it was re-eſtabliſhed 
for three Years, and granted for ſupplying the Current 
Service of the Year, in order to prevent our being obliged 
to lay an additional Sh://ing in the Pound but for one Year upol 
Land; and I think it has ſince been continued for % 
Years longer, for the very ſame Reaſor and Purpoſe : Ni 
Jam afraid we are loaded with it for ever; for as it 5? 
Tax that creates a great deal of Power, tho? it produces bib 
little Money, I believe it will always be preferred by * 


certain Sort of Men to any Tax that may produce a much 


greater Revenue without propagating any Sort of Pod. 


As for my own Part, I flill continue to think it ove of the 


molt burdenſome and dangerous Jaxes we are {ubject to 


and notwithſtanding the low Intereſt paid for the Money 
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bts : oon it, 1 ſhould think, one of the beſt Uſes we could con. Anno 10. Ge. 
5 vert the Sinking-Fund to, would be, to apply it towards II. 1736-7. 
gs redeeming and aboliſhing of this Tax; becauſe if we WY RY 


conſider the Expences of collecting it, and add that Ek. 


bt pence to the Intereſt paid for the Money borrowed upon i-, 
rade; we muſt conclude, the Nation pays a heavy Intereſt for that 
a Fa Money, beſides the Danger our Liberties may be expoled to 
* 


by continuing a Tax which creates ſo much Power and pro- 
duces fo {mall a Revenue, and beſides the Danger our Trade 
may be expoſed to by a Tax which enhances the Price of 


e they 
nterelt 


my labour in every Branch both of our Manufacture, Agricul- 
FO t tare, and Navigation. Nor would the applying the Sinking 
1 Fund to ſuch an Uſe be a new Perverting of it; for as this 


Tax was formerly one of the Taxes appropriated to the 
kayment of our Debts contracted before December 25, 
1716, the applying the Sinking Fund towards aboliſhing it, 
and then reviving it for ſupplying the current Service of 
the Year, was the ſame Thing as it we had then taken ſuch 
apum from the Sinking-Fund, as would have been ſufficient 


to ihe 


n pany, 
in the 


aboliſh 


. "2 not only for ſupplying the current Service of the Year, but 
* fr redeeming the Tax we had then a Mind to aboliſh, for 
1 the Eaſe of our poor Labourers and Manufacturers. But as 
{ hat | have at preſent no Intention to make any Propoſition for 
5 of applying the Sinking-F und to ſuch a Purpoſe, I ſhall inſiſt 
I i” longer upon this Subject. | 
5 ph The proper "Queſtion now before us I take to be, Sir, 
„ Whether the next Payment from the Sinking Fund ought 
6 arts to be made to the South. Sea Company or the Bank? And as 
5 [ſet out with ſaying, that if we ſhew any Regard to the 
10 ar public Good, or to that impartial Juſtice which is due to all 
+ Tim the public Creditors, we ought not to apply the next Pay- 
* 7 Ir nent to the South-Sea Company, I think L have ſhewn 
ble lat, with reſpect to the public Good, none of the Motives 


nentioned can induce us to apply the next Payment to that 
Company, but that on the contrary, every one of thoſe Mo- 
ures are ſtrong Arguments for not maling any fature 
ment to them, till all or moſt cf our other Debts be 
ltirely paid off. Now, Sir, with regard to that impartial 
ſutice which we ought to ſhew to all our Creditors, I ſhall 


current 
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ear upon 
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fe : Nay 


Le” vant the Credit of the Nation is now fo well eſtabliſhed, 

d by a dat all our public Funds fell at an advanced Price, and that 
8 much erefore it is a Diſadvantage to the public Creditors to be 
f Por Rad a Part of what is due to them but the oaly Way of 
e of th Melerving the Credit we now have, is to pay of our Debts 
piect to o falt as poſſible without contracting any new Debt, and in 
- due Making ſuch Payments, to ſhew no Partiality or Favour to 
—. e ett of public Creditors more than another. No Man 


up * ain 


( 356) 
ene 10, Ceo, can find Fault with us, or complain of Partiality, on ac. 
11.1736 7. count of our having a Regard to the public Good, and pay. 
1 ing off thoſe Creditors firit, whoſe Debts, by reaſon of any 

Intereſt, Privilege, or Circumſtance attending them, are 

moſt burdenſome or inconvenient to the Nation in general; 

Put ſo far as our Creditors are upon an equal Footing with 

reſpect to the public Good, as it is a Diſadvantage to every 

one of thera to receive Payment of the whole, or any 

Part of the Debt due to him, we ought to regulate our 

Payments in ſuch a Manner as that the Diſadvantage may 

fall upon all, exactly in Proportion to the Share each Man, 

or every Sett of Mien, have in thoſe Debts. 

According to this Proportion, Sir, We have already done 

Injutiice to the South Sea Company; for to take the Capital 

of the Scuth-Sea, Band, and Eaſt India, as they ſtood in the 

Year 1727, when the great Reduction of public Interet 

tool: Flace, and to which National Advantage the Scat“. 

Sea Company contributed a great deal more than its Share, 

we mult icckon that every fourth Payment at leaſt ovpht 

to have Leen made to the Bank, and every eleventb ot 

zvelfth,to the Eaſt India Company; whereas we have 

already made five ſeveral Payments of à Million each to 

the , Sour dc Company, and one of 500,000 J. without 

Paying io much as one Shilling of the Capital either of 

the Baut or Eaſl-Iidia Company; for tho' , Million has 

been paid to the Haut, vet Care was taken their Capital 

ſhould not be thereby diminiſhed, becauſe. the very next 

9 following Year, a new Sum of 1,250,000 J. was borrowed 

|| from them, which muſt be redeemed, as well as every other 

1 Shilling due to them, before the Nation can get free 0 

I their excluſive Privilege. Can this, Sir, be called impartial 

! Juſtice, or can it he ſaid we have ſhewn this partial Favour 
| 
| 


jr Heart 
it:relt o 
udo NO 
to any 
epard 0 
ady do 
E chief 
ice; Al 
wrtality 
gatng t! 
me to 
ut be a 
from ou 
Is Ar 80 
quire n 
ther Fun 
e from 

ls of t. 
ur to ? 
nvate I. 
o hav! 
the G 
wht to 
ok the: 
ge add 
ereas 

re nev 
rofits o 
lividenc 
bor t! 
0prietc 
ore tha 
ber wil! 
Ppole t 
dition: 
ie Loſs 
buſt up 
Init 
her Fu 
Viferen 
lis nex 
Faſt. 
dthem, 
been ple 
Portion 

bark St 
lie Diy 


ff 


1 to the Bank and Ea, India, for the Sake of public Good, 
and becauſe it is for the Intereſt of the Nation to ſupp 
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on ac. Wh; Heart, Sir, let us ſhew as much Regard to the private Ay 10. Geo. 
d pay. Wiſt:rell of our Creditors as the publ.c Intereſt will admit; 11:47 36-7; 
0! any do not let us ſhew a partial Regaid to any one of them, WYRJ 
m, are d any Sett of them. We have already ſhewn a partial | 
eneral ; Negerd ro the Bari and Eaſt Iudia Company; we have al- 

g with Neady done Injuſtice to the Soth-Sea Company, "This is 

o every e chief Reaſon for their Annuities ſelling at ſo tow a 

or any ice; and from this, which is the Effect of our former 


miality and Injuſtice, an Argument is now drawn for con- 
ming that Injuitice in all Times to come. 1 ſay in ell 
me to come, at leaſt till our Debts be all paid off, which 
it be a very long time, if we are to form a Judgment of 
from our Management for theſe twenty Years pait; for if 
b Argument be now of any Force, it will every Year 
quire new Vigour, becauſe the Partiality we ſhew to our 
ler Funds, will make them increaſe in their current Va- 
e from Year to Year. From hence we may ſee the Weak- 
ls of this Argument, and ſurely if we are to ſhew a Fa- 
vir to any of our Creditors, or a partial Regard to the 
ate Intereſt of any Sett of them, it ought to be to thoſe 
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ge may 
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a pitals 
im the 
Intereit 
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e have i have made the leaſt Advantage by lending their Money * 
each o tie Government; conſequently the Baxk and Eaſt India 
Without nt to be the firſt paid off, becauſe the Proprietors of 
cher oe theſe Companies have been for many Years receiving 


lion has ige additional Dividends from the Profits of their Trade ; 
Capital iWicreas the Proprietors of South-Sea Stock or Annuities 
ry next we never received fo large additional Dividends from the 
rrowedilioits of their Trade, nor have they received any ſuch 
y other lidend for ſo long a time. | 1 | 
free 0 bor this Reaſon, Sir, it muſt be granted, that tho' the 
n partial Woprictors of Bank and Eft India ſhould really loſe a little 
Favour are than the Proprietors of Seuth-Sea Annuities, the for- 
; Good, will be much better able to bear that Loſs than we can 
ſupport Poſe the latter to be; becauſe the more they have got by 


fon o eona! Dividends, the better able will they be to bear 


ch they e Loſs they may ſuſtain by being paid off. But, Sir, | 
e? Noel upon this Occaſion take Notice, that the South Sea 
aged 00Wnuities are not at ſo low a Price in Proportion to our 
Sauter Funds as ſome Gentlemen may imagine, nor will the 
dae to kerende between the Loſs they may ſuſtain by having 
e Pri- i next Payment applied to them, and the Loſs the Bari 


Eaſt. India Proprietors might ſuſtain by its being applied 


We may 
5 othem, be near ſo great as the honourable Gentleman has 


| to the Ken pleaſed to repreſent. For South. Sca Annuities, in Pro- 
ung anion to their Dividend, are really at a higher Price than 
fer (0% Stock is at preſent ; becauſe, if 4 per Cent. per Annum, 
Vith alle Dividend of theſe Annuities, gives 1134. their preſent 


my Price 


11-1736 7. 
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Arm: 10. Ger, Price 54, 3. fer Cent. per Annum, the Dividend upon 2; 


Stock, ought to give above 155/. which is more than 
preſent Price of Banz Stock; and with reſpect to F4/ 
India Stock, the preſent Price of it is not, in Proportion | 
its Dividend, much above the preſent Price of South g 
Annuities; for if 4 per Cent. per Annum give 113/.6 5 
Cent. per Annum, the preſent Eaft- India Dividend, ought t 
give near 170l. ſo that at 180/. the preſent high Price, i 
but 10 per Cent. above the Proportion, and this Advang 
we may believe, is in a great meaſure owing to the Ce 
tainty the Proprietors have of not being obliged to receit 
any partial Payments for many Years to come. 

Now, Sir, with reſpect to the Loſs either of theſe Set 
of public Creditors may ſuſtain by having the next Paymet 
applied to them, it is certain the South. Sea Annuitants wi 
loſe the whole Advance Price, that is, every one of thet 
will lole at the Rate of 13/ per Cent. upon whatever M. 
ney he receives as his Share of that partial Payment; bi 
we are not to ſuppoſe, that the Proprietors of Ea/-lnd 
Stock will loſe at the Rate of 80/. per Cent. or that the Prt 
prietors of Ban“ Stock will loſe at the Rate of ol. jt 
Cert. upon whatever Money any of them ſhall receive 
his Share of this next Payment, if it were to be madet 
either of them; becauſe, tho' a proportional Part of th 
Annuity due from the Governmeat will ceaſe in cvery on 


of the three Caſes, yet, in the Caſe of the Bark and Fa 


India Company, the Proprietors have another Sort of A 
nuity, an additional Dividend, which ariſes from thet 
Trade; and as the Trade of neither of them cannot eithe 
ceaſe or be diminiſhed by this next partial Payment's bein 
made to them, by the Reduction of their Capital, this add 
tional Dividend muſt of courſe increaſe upon the wil 
remaining Capital, and, conſequently, the current Price 
the whole remaining Capital mult riſe a great deal aboy 
the preſent Market-Price, . 1 5 
To illuſtrate what T have ſaid, Sir, by Figures, as far 

the preſent Opportunity will permit, I ſhall ſuppoſe th 
Capital of the South-Sea Old Annuities not to excee 
10,000,000/. the Capital of the Bau not to exceed th 
like Sum, and the Capital of the Ea/?-1raia Company nt 
to exceed 3,000, ooo. I know every one of theſe Cap! 
tals exceed the Sums I have mentioned, but in the preien 
Caſe the Calculations will be the ſame, let their Capital 
amount to what they will; and, I ſuppoſe theſe round Sum 
that my Calculations may be the more eaſily underfiood 
Now, ſuppoſe the next Payment is to be made to So. S 
Old Annuities, as the honourable Gentleman has propoſed 
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hat Caſe a Proprietor of 100. Capital will receive 1004. Anus 10. Geo, 
bis Capi 1, and, conſequently, will for the future, with. II. 1736-7. 
ta new Purchaſe, ſtand poſſeſſed of goo!. Capital only; 9 
that he will loſe the advanced Price, being 13. upon the 


pon By 
than t 

0 Eaf 
Portion 


You jo] paid off, no Part of which Loſs can be replaced to 
13.6 by any Advantage his remaining Capital will receive, 
ought WY cnn ef the Payment then made by the Public. Le: 
FN een ſu ppoſe the Payment now under our Conſide ration 
Aind be made to the Bank: In that Caſe a Proprietor of 
the & Capital Bank Stock will receive 100/. contequent, y 
to recen wut have 100“. of his Capital annihilated, and will, 


refore, for the future, without a new Purchaſe, ſtand poſ- 
ſed of goo/. Capital only; ſo that he will loſe the ad- | 
ced Price, being 50/7. but I ſhall now ſhew that a great f 
jt of this 50%. will be replaced to him by an Advantage 


heſe Set 
Paymet 


1 remaining Capital mult neceſſarily receive, by means of 
terer Me ayment made by the Public; for as the Bark make ar 
dent tent an additional Dividend of 14. . per Cent. per Au- 
Gu out of the Profits by their Trade, upon their whole 


pital of 10, ooo, oool. as that Capital will then be reduced 
nine Millions, and no Part of the Profits by their Trade 
Il ceaſe or be diminiſhed, becauſe of the Payment thus 
ade to them by the Public, their whole Profits which were 
merly divided upon ten Millions Capital, will for the 
lure come to be divided upon mine Millions Capital only, 


t the Pro 

50% N 
receive 
e made t 
rt of th 


V 1 N 

ol. eich muſt neceſſarily increaſe their future Dividends, and 
+ of A equently enhance the Price of every Man's remaining 
om tbell eck: As the Bark divides at preſent 19. . per Cent. from 
\c: ei e Profits of their Trade upon the ſuppoled Capital of 
1's beine, oο. we muſt reckon the nett Profits of their 
this add nde to amount to 150,000/. per Aunum, and as this 


$0,000/. per Annum Will afterwards come to be divided 
oa zine Millions Capital only, the additional Dividend 
Jon the Profits of their Trade will then amount to 14. 135, 
\ fer Cent. inſtead of 17, 105. therefore the future Divi- 
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as far ad of the Bark, if this Payment be made to them, mult 
poſe th kellarily be 51. 135. 4d. and if a Dividend of 5% 10s. | 
» exceel | 


likes their Capital ſell at 150l. per Cent. a Dividend of 
þ 13s 4d. will make their remaining Capital, aſter a ff 
lion paid off, ſell at 1541. 10s, and upwards; fo that Jl 
ry Proprietor of 1000¼ Capital, will gain by the ad- =. 


ceed th 
pany NL 
eſe Capl 


e preſen aced Price of his remaining good. Capital, very near 41/. | 
Capital * conſequently, we mult reckon, that no Proprietor of i! 
nd Sum Stock will loſe more than at the Rate of about 9“ 
derſtood ent. by this next public Payment's being made to the 


992ʃ“. Hel 
ropoſed 
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at; whereas every Proprictor of South Sea Old Annui- | | 
| ties 
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Anno. 10. Geo. ties will loſe at the Rate of 134. per Cent. by its being nal atio 
II. 1736-7. to them. | | . 1 
EE ms By the ſame Method of Calculation, Sir, we may NH Un th 


that it a Million were to be paid at Michaelmas next tot 
Eaft-T:d4ia Company, and their Stock ſuppoſed not to ef 
ceed 3,000,000/. the Proprietors would not loſe above 20 
per Cent. upon the Stock annihilated by ſuch Payment 
becauſe, as the whole Profits of their Trade would the 
[1 come to be divided upon ro Millions Capital, inſtead 
1 thiee, every Man's remaining Stock would rife in Prop 
. tion to the Increaſe of the Dividend, which Advantag 
1 upon his remaining Stock would atone for the far great 
l Part of the Loſs upon his annihilated Stock. But, as It 
not intend at preſent to make any Propoſition for applzin 
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i | the growing Produce of the Sinking Fund to the Zo}? 1: Ga 
9 Compiny, I ſhall not trouble you with the Particulas WMlctice 
| the Calculation. I know it may be ſaid, that as eret many 
1 Payment made by the Public ſends a greater Number Ke 
0 Purchaſers to Market, the Price of South Sea Old Annuiti rerm 
1 | will certainly riſe by ſuch Payments being made to theniiſy:icah! 


1" but this | have taken no Notice of, becaule it is an Adi 
10 tage will accrue equally to the three Companies, or to whit 
1 either of them the Payment ſhall be made to; and, ther 
WH. fore, can make little or no Difference with rec tot 
al Loſs the Proprietors of either of them may ſuſtain by ha 
ing a Part of their Capital paid off. 

Thus, Sir, it muſt appear, that if we have a Mind 
ſhew a proper and impartiaFRegard to the public Credito 
1 we cannot order the preſent growing Produce of the Sint 
[14 188 ing Fund to be applied towards paying off any Part of tl 
1 South Sea Company's Capital; and if we have a Mind 
| direct this next Payment to be made to thoſe who will {ui 
the leaſt by having a Part of their Capital paid of, I h 
[ ſhewn that the Proprietors of the Bank will ſuffer the i 
| and therefore the next Payment ought to be made to tht 
[ But if we have a Mind to ſhew a partial Favour to any 0 
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Sett of public Creditors, certainly the South Sea Old and Ne 
Annuities deſerve it mote than any other; for upon Exami | 
| tion 1t will be found, there are among them more Credit 

| | in Proportion for ſmal! Sums, than there are in any of 0 

.* 1 other public Funds; and as a rich Man is better able to b. 

j 1 a Loſs than a poor Man, that Fund which has the great 
| Number of poor Men in it deſerves ſurely molt of our Col 

piſlion, and conſequently moſt of our Favour, To ti 
5 


ſhall add another Motive for ſhewing more Favour 109 Wy the 
South-Sea Annuitants, than to any other Sett of pub being 
Creditors, which is this: It will, I believe, upon me N. 


mint 
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ing na fination appear, that among the South. Sea Annuitants, Anno 10. Ges. 
here is a much ſmaller Number of Foreigners in Proportion, II. x 736 7. 


may End 
et tot 


man there is among the Proprietors of any other of our 
unds; and I muſt think, that Fund deſerves moſt Favour 


not to ei tm a Britiſb Parliament, which is molt generally poſſeſſed 
Dove 2088þy Briti/# Subjects, or at leaſt it deſerves equal Favour, 
P why which is all I have Occaſion for at preſent, for ſhewing that 
OUld the 


the next Payment ought not to be made to the St Sea 
Company. 

And now, Sir, I ſhall conclude with taking Notice of a 
Circumſtance relating to the Bani, which ought, I think, ro 


inſtead ( 
n Propo 
Advanta 


iT £10210 a prevailing Argument for our reſolving that the next 

at, 25 | W:yment ſhall be made to that Company. I mean the Ex- 

f 250 piration of their Term which now draws pretty near; for 
Oft Lud l 


won the f of Auguſt 1743, we may, upon giving proper 
Notice, pay off all that ſhall then remain due to that Com- 
pany, and ſo put an End to their ſubſiſting as a Corporation, 
mleſs they obtain from Parliament a Renewal of their 
Term, which certainly will not be granted without a very 
valuable Conſideration. While the Debt due to them con- 
innes as large as it is at preſent, they need be under no 
Uneaſineſs, were their Term to expire To-morrow ; becauſe 
tley know the Parliament cannot pay them off in 749 or 
tiree Vears; and while they are under no Uneafineſs it is 
certain they will not be ſo fond of renewing, nor will they 
ater ſo large a Conſideration. For this Reaſon I think it 
zabſolutely neceſſary to begin now to pay them off; in 
Order that we may have it in our Power, at the End of their 
Term, or ſoon after, to pay of the Whole, in Caſe we ſhould 
lien find it neceſſary to put an End to the Corporation, or 
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a Renewal as may be then thought juſt and reaſonable. 
| hope, Sir, I have now ſhewa that it is abſolutely incon- 
lſtent with the public Good, and with that ;mpartis! Juſtice 


the preſent growing Produce of the Sinking Fund towards 
paying off any Part of the South Sea Company's Capital; 
nd that by applying it towards paying off che Annuitants 
if that Company, we do an Injuſtice to thole who are belt 
titled to our Compaſſion and Favour On the other 
land, I think I have ſhewn, that if we have any Regard for 


partially to all our Creditors, if we have a Mind to ſhew 
i Regard to the private Interelt of our Creditors, by apply- 


ing made to them, we ought to reſolve, That the Sum of 
ne Million ſhall be granted to his Majeſly, towards redeeming 
Vor. IV. 22 2 1h 


in Caſe they ſhould refuſe to give ſuch a Conſideration for 


de public Good, if we have a Mind to dittribute Juſtice 


which is due to all the Creditors of the Puo'ic, to apply 


ug the next Payment to thoſe who will ſuffer the leaſt by its 
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mo 10. Geo the like Sum of the increaſed Capital of the Gomer nm: ans 
IE. 1736-7. 
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Company of the Bank of England. Therefore ] hope the pon P 
Hon. Gentleman will amend his Motion by leaving out lu 
the Words, of the South-Sea Company, @s is mow mmnn! to x 0 
called Old South. Sea Annuities, and inferting in their Head, MN" © 
theſe Words, of the Governor and Company of the Bank 9 nay, pe 
England. | | 3 
To this it was replied in Subſtance as follows, gig. A 4 
1 | of thei 


As to the Power of Parliament over the Sinking-Fund, I 
muſt ſtil!l think it abſolute and unlimited, notwithita: ding 
ali that has been now or formerly ſaid to the contrary ; and 
I have this Advantage, that I have ſeveral joint Re'olutions 
of all the Branches of our Legiſlature in Favour of my 
Opinion. I cannot eaſily imagine the Parliament which 
ellabliſned the Sinking-Fund had any Intention to limit or 
reſtrain the Power of all future Parliaments, with reiped to 
the Diſpoſition of the Produce of that Fund: They knew 
it was an Intention they could not make effectual, and I 
cannot think the Wiſdom of the Nation would propoſe or 
form to themſelves an Intention which they knew they had 
no Power to make effectual; but this is not the Queſtion 
now before us, and therefore I ſhall not take up your Time 
with expatiating upon the Subject. 

If we could immediately redeem the original Fund of 
the Bank, which now bears an Intereſt of 6 per Cent. I mult 
acknowledge, Sir, it would be a very good Argument for 
our applying this next Payment to that Company: Nay, it 
would be a good Argument for our borrowing Money at 
4 per Cent, ſufficient to pay off their whole Capital, in order 
co come at the Redemption of that Part of it which bear 
1o high an Intereſt, in caſe they refuſed to comply With our 
Terms; but we know we cannot redeem or pay off that 
original Fund, till the Expiration of their Term, which 
has i Years to run from the jr /? of Auguſt next; therelole, 

the high Intereſt upon that Part of their Capital can be no 
Reaſon for applying the preſent growing Produce of tis 
Sinking-Fund towards redeeming any other Part of their 
Fund, which bears the ſame Intereſt now payable upon 
almolt all the public Funds. We have at leaſt fwve Years i 
think of Means for reducing the Intereſt payable upon thell 
original Fund; and if at the End of that Term, it ſhould 
be thought neceſſary to aboliſh that Company, or put an 
End to their excluſive Privilege, it will be then eaſy, mole 
eaſy than at preſent, to find Money at 4 per Cent. for pas, 
ing off their whole Capital, tho' not a Shilling of it ſhould 
be paid off before that time; for as the Number of Levv#? 
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5 ne Payments made out of the Sinking-Fund, let them be made II. 1736-7. 
8 tb whom they will, it will of courſe become every Year V 
1 nore eaſy for the Public to borrow Money at 4 per Cent. 

Head, 


nay, perhaps, even at 3 per Cent. than it can be now, or 
in any preceding Year. On the other hand, if upon de 
Expiration of that Term, it ſhould be thought proper to 
continue the Bark, and to continue them in the Poſſeſſion 
of their preſent excluſive Privilege, the more Capital they 
are then poſſeſſed of, the more able will they be to pay a 
urge Conſide ration to the Public, for a new Term; and if 
tiey ſhould refuſe to comply with any reaſonable Terms 
tut may then be propoſed by the Public, I am convinced 
tie larger their Capital then is, the more eaſy will it be to 


y 3 and 
lutions 
ot my 


1 inda new Company of Adventurers ready to accept of the 
OY Terms offered by the Public, and willing to advance Mo. 
eons ey fuficient for paying off and aboliſhing the old Com- 


pany; for every one knows, it muſt always be a great Ad- 


, and 1 vantage to a Baufinp Compan to have a large Capital, and 
ole or Y ts 4 3 

a bad conhiderable Sums of ready Money coming in to them 

Vein weekly from his Majeſty's Exchequer. 


[ confeſs, Sir, I am a little ſurprized to hear it inſinuated, 
hut it would be more advantageous or convenient for the 
Public, to owe a large Debt to any one Company, than to 
mea Debt of equal Value to three or four different Com- 
panies. If the whole Debt we now owe were in the Hands 
of any one Company, it would be in the Power of that 
Company to diftreſs the Public whenever they had a Mind ; 
Whereas, while that Debt is in the Hands of ſeveral Com- 
Nies, if one ſhould reſolve to diſtreſs, the others would 
podably reſolve to ſupport, and by that Means the Public 
en never be in Danger of being diſtreſſed by either. 
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era! Companies, and while it continues to be a Diſ— 
Wantage to each of them to be paid off, as long as the 


Power of the Public to keep every one of them in Awe, 
ad in ſome Manner to preſcribe to each, by threatning to 
ly the Sinking Fund ſolely to that Company which ſhall 
eſuſe to comply with any reaſonable Propoſition that may 

offered. In private Life, as well as public, it is not ſo 
Mvenient to owe a large Debt to one Perſon, as to owe a 


r put an a 

rpg edt of equal Value, and at the fame Intereſt, to ſeveral, 
Pl a ded the Debtor can be aſſured, that none of his Credi— 
1 5 rs will demand Payment till he is ready to offer it; for 


lie Reaſon why Gentlemen of Eſtates generally borrow a 
ave Sum from one Perſon, is becauſe a Man of Eſtate can 
£ $$ borrow 


Leu ders 


{i 14! 


of q 


don public Securities will be every Year increaſing by the Am 10. Geo, 


likewiſe, while the Debt continues to be in the Hands of 


nking-Fund produces any Thing, it will be in the 


( 364) 


Ann 10. Geo, borrow a large Sum at a lower Rate of Intereſt than he MWyould b 
II. 1736 7. can borrow {mall Sums; or becauſe ſome one or other en wi! 
LYN bis {mall Creditors is every Day teazing him for Payment, Meir C: 
which keeps him in a conſtant State of Uneaſineſs and Troy. WWzymer 
ble; but if a private Man owed 10,000. to ten diſſerent Mie! the P 
Perſons, neither of whom, he was ſure, would ever 7; MiWc|ufive 
Payment till he was ready to offer it, he would not ſurely, tele 
in common Prudence, offer to borrow 10,000/. at the ſame end the 
Intereſt from any one Perſon, in order to pay off theſe ten etder ca 
different Creditors ; and if a Man had ſeveral Mortgages entre 
upon his Eſtate, and could make partial Payments, without (ompan 
irritating his Creditor, I believe common Prudence would WCompar 
direct him to appiy all his partial Payments towards dimi- e Exa: 
niſhing the largeit Mortgage; becauſe a Creditor for a large udertta 
Sum, has it always more in his Power to diſtreſs his Debtor, AM! may (: 
than a Creditor for a ſmall Sum can have, unleſs the Deb-Miitencral! 
tor be a Man who has netitiier Fortune nor Credit. I ſhall Witeir Cc 
grant it is better for the Fuvlic to owe a large Debt to ling o 
Company, than to a great and diiunited Multitude of pt. e curr 
vate Perſons; becauſe to {uch =: Multitude the Public en eat U 
offer no new Lerms, nor cn it enter into any Treaty or tie mot 
Tranſaction with them; whereas a Multitude united in ee for t 
Company is always governed by the Majority, and is i brate 
Effect but one Perſon, fo that Means may always be foundii*r1es o 
for getting them all to agree to any new and reaſonabe it that 
Terms that may be offered. This was a good Reaſon for gener 
the Lepiſlature's enabling the South Sea Company to pur fupy 
chaſe in, or pay off all our redeemable and irredeemableMirczuſe 
Debts ; but this can be no Reaſon for ſaying, that it wouldhMſinſelf, 
be better to have the whole public Debts placed in te irulat 
Hands of one great Company, than to have it placed in the lme tin 
Hands of three or four different Corporations ; becauſe tie bereas 
Public may treat with each, and will always be able et wi 
treat more upon the Par with each, than if it had,oniy og" alw: 
powerful and numerous Body to deal with. es peater 
As for the Diſadvantage which an excluſive Privileg MF Privat 
may be of to the Trade of the Nation in general, it cat? Y the 
not be of any Weight in the preſent Debate; becauſe, | ball aly 
at the End of the Term granted to the Bank or Eaſt. India lic 
Company, it ſhould be found neceſſary to aboliſh the Bani to the 
or not to renew the excluſive Privilege of either of the t, b carr 
it will, I am certain, be in the Power of the Public to bol- ould 
row as much Money, at a moderate Intereſt, as will be fu forts, 2 
cient for redeeming either the one or the other, tho' not den ir 
Shilling ſhould be paid to either of them before the Efe an 
ration of their Term; and if it ſhould be thought ft 9 . i 
Ute 


continue them, and to renew their excluſive Privilege, | 
would 
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pould be a Diſadvantage to both, but eſpecially the Bank, Anno 10. Geo, 


yen With reſpect to their Trade, to have a great Part of II. 1736-7. 
their Capital paid off; in which Caſe the making of ſuch 
payments would certainly be an Injury done to the Trade 
the Nation. But tho' in moſt Sorts of Trade, an ex- 
cuve Privilege may be of bad Conſequence, Jam never- 
theleſs of Opinion, that with reſpect to the Banking Trade, 
ad the Trade to the ERH. Indies, neither the one nor the 
ather can be carried on with ſuch Succeſs, or in ſuch an ex- 
enfive manner, by private Adventurers, as by a public 
ompany with ſuch an excluſive Privilege as our preſent 
Companies have; and in this Opinion I am ſupported by 
tie Example of our Neighbours the Dutch, who, I believe, 
uderfttand Trade as well as moſt of their Neighbours, and, 
[may ſay, I hope, without giving any Offence, that they 
renerally ſhew as diſintereſted a Regard for the Good of 
their Country, as any Nation now in Europe. The Circu- 
hing of Ban Bills, or Caſh Notes, mult certainly increaſe 
te current Caſh of any Country, and muſt therefore be of 
neat Uſe in Trade; conſequently the more extenſive and 
the more general ſuch a Circulation is, the better will it 
le for the Inland Trade of that Country. It is true, a 
Irirate Man, or a Sett of private Men, may, by a long 
*ries of good Management, gain a very extenſive Credit, 
but that Credit can never come to be ſo extenſive, or near 
bgeneral, as the Credit of a rich public Company, that 
las ſupported itle}f with Honour for perhaps ſome Ages; 
becauſe the Credit of a private Man always depends upon 
limſelf, ſo that when he dies, his Credit, as to any future 
Circulation, generally dies with him ; for it muſt require 
ime time, before thoſe who ſucceed can revive or regain it; 
Wereas 2 public Company never dies, nor can their Credit 
net with any ſuch Interruption ; and as their Managers 
always choſen annually by the Company, there is a 
peter Security for its being under good Management, than 
private Bank, whoſe chief Managers are always appointed 
the Chance of natural or legal Succeſſion ; therefore I 
tall always think it better for a Trading Country to have a 
Wwlic Banz, than to truſt entirely to privite Bankers. Then 
sto the Eaft-India Trade, it is certain that Trade could not 
carried on by private Adventurers, unleſs the Nation 
od be at the Expence of ſupporting the Settlements, 
its, and Factories now ſupported by the Company; and 
den in that Caſe, the Ships proper for the Trade are fo 
age and expenſive, and the Cargoes ſo rich, that I queſtion 
much if it could be carried on by private Men trading 
pately, In ſhort, Sir, we know how our Banking and 


Eaſt- 
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| Bn 10. Geo, Eafi-India Trade have proſpered under their preſent Rev: 
| Hf, 1736-7. lation, but we cannot certainly judge how they would 1 
5 per in the Hands of private and ſeparate Alventurer;j 
| therefore, I muſt think, it would be a dangerous Experiment 
| to diſſolve the Companies, and I am of Opinion neither of 
. them can ſubſiſt without ſuch an excluſtve Privilege 25 they 
* now enjoy. However, we have now no Oceition for deter 
mining this Queſtion; for, as J have ſaid, whatever way it 
may be determined, when the Opportunity offers, it can be 
of no Weight in the preſent Debate; at leaſt if it is of any 
| Weight, it mult be in favour of the Motion; becaute if 
we ſhould once pay off any Part of the Capital of But o 
| Eaft-India, we cannot replace it, but by contracting a nei 
| Debt, which I hope we never ſhall, even tho' we ſhould 

afterwards reſolve to grant the Company a new Term, 


<2ble t 
W: ofierins 
muity e 
liſhed, 
znnot pr 
ul think 
the Re 
e moſt 
hat has 
we no ! 
ot take 

rom thin 
lon, Ge 
unk it { 
the Ki 


With reſpect to the Trade carried on by our three great | the &. 
Companies, it muit be granted, Sir, thut the 92S merely | 

Company has hitherto been far from carrying on ſuch q Id moſt 
Trade as either of the other two; and altho! I am cn ed th 
vinced, a Diminution of the Capital of the Ba: or TH the 
| India would be a Diſadvantige to their Trade, ver H am wabolf 
| from being of Opinion, that the Diminution of the Seen 
| Sea Capital would be a Diſadvantage to any fort of Trade Joubt bi 
| they can be ſuppoſed to carry on in any time to come; ion (the ſa 
| their Capital is ſo large, that tho? the greateſt Part of i well 2 
þ were paid off, they would, I think, have ſufficient renaingM* by f 
| ing for enabling them to puſh their Trade as far as the pevous 
Nature of it will admit of. But ſuppoſing, that by ſomé dOccaf 
extraordinary and unforeſeen Accident it ſhouid happe Mards ! 
otherwiſe, ſuppoſing the South Sea Company ſhould becom of ce 

One of the moſt flouriſhing Trading Companies in th made 

Te © 

World, (which I ſhould be extremely glad to ſee) witrt By ther 

any preſent Meaſure is to be taken, I ſhall always think If &Y Will 
much fafer to form a Judgment upon the Experience 0 fry M 
what is paſſed, than upon any Conjecture of what may hap | hops 
pen in time to come; and if we are now to be directed b ch C: 
the Experience of what is paſt, T am ſure it will be TH, ner. 
eaſy to determine which of the three Capitals we may aimi e tov 

niſh, without running any riſk of injuring the Trade of inf . 6 

| WT" tot 


Company by ſuch Diminution. 

Then, Sir, with reſpect to the Taxes mortgaged to ti 
ſeveral Companies, it ſeems to be admitted that the Taxes 
mortgaged to the South-Sea Company are the molt grie 
vous; and if fo, it would certainly be much better for the 
Parliament to have an abſolute Power of aboliſhing all hold 
Taxes, than to have only a conditional Power ſubject to te 


Controul of any Company in Exgland; for tho it may 
probable 
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muity equal to the yearly Produce of the Tax ſo to be 
liſhed, yet the obtaining of ſuch a Conſent is what we 
mot pretend to be infallibly ſure of; and therefore 1 
ut think it moſt prudent for us to proceed as faſt as poſſible 
the Redemption of tnoſe Taxes which are allowed to be 
e moſt burdenſome to the Nation in general. As for 
tat has been ſaid with regard to the Sal. Duty, it can 
ne no Relation to the preſent Queſtion, therefore I ſhall 
a take much Notice of it; but I muſt declare I am far 


AN ie ny 

_ ron thinking it near ſo burdenſome or inconvenient as the 
+ neo. Gentleman was pleaſed to repreſent, nor did | ever 
hol nk it ſo grievous as the Land Tax. There is nota Man 
1. the Kingdom that feels or complains of what he pays 


the Salt. Tax, but molt of the Land- holders in Eaglaud 


cbeble that their Conſent will always be readily obtained, Aung 10. Gee. 
W offering them a Security upon the Sinking-Fund, for an II. 1736-7. 


= ol 

"a nerely feel every Shilling that is laid upon their Land, 
nuch MF moſt of them would complain if they were not con- 
+1 cn ed that the Parliament takes every Opportunity to re- 
or 1:08" fem. We mutt remember, that when the S. Duty 
an F-©29!iſhed, there was then no Competition in Parliament 
e South tween it and the Land-Tax ; if there had, I make no 
© Trade ubt but that both Houſes of Parliament would have been 
ne [the lame Opinion they afterwards were, and would then, 
rt of dell as afterwards, have determined tnat the Land. Jaa 


by far the moſt grievous of the two. But however 


remain 

as the erous or dangerous the Salt Duty may be, there can be 
by dome Occafion for applying the Produce of the Sinking-Fund 
happe Wards its Redemption; becauſe in /evex or eig Years it 
become ilof courſe expire; and if any Attempt ſhould hereafter 
in th made for continuing or reviving it, the Hon. Gentleman 
-) wc. then give his Reaſons againſt it, when I am perſuaded 


think It 
ence Ol 
nay hap 
ected b 
be ver 
ay dimi 
e of the 


e will have great Weight, as they always have with 
er Man that hears him. | TED 

| hope, Sir, I have now ſhewn that all the Arguments 
lich can be drawn from the public Good of the Nation 
general, plead ſtrongly for your applying the next Pay- 
Mt towards redeeming fo much of the Scat S Capital, 
l that there is no Weight in any "Thing that has been 
to the contrary. I ſhall next conſider that impartial 


4 to th llice which is due to all our Creditors, and the Regard 
ne Tax" git to have for the private Intereſt of every one, 
1olt grie for that Rule of Proportion which has been laid down, 
r for th cording to which it has been ſaid we ought to make 
all thoſe our future Payments, I cannot think it wouid be either 
ct to the | or impartial, or that it would ſhew a proper Regard for 


% may ha 


Creditors in general; for as every Payment we mare. 
probable 


wa . 
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Anno 10. Geo muſt be attended with a Loſs to thoſe to whom it is made 

II. 1736-7. we ought to make our Payments in ſuch a Manner as th 

V the Loſs may always fall upon the greateſt Number | 

Perſons: A Loſs that falls upon 3 or 400 Perſons may be x 

moſt inſenſible to every one, whereas if the ſame Lois! 

made to fall upon 100 Perſons only, it will be ſeverely fel 

by every one, and may in all Probability prove ruinous to 

great many. For this Reaſon we ought to make all or no 

of our Payments to that Capital which is the largeſt, t 

ſuch Time as it be reduced upom a Par, or near upon e 

with ſome one of the other Capitals; conſequently d 

next Payment, and perhaps ſeveral future Payments, oug 

to be applied to the South. Sea Company, becauſe the 

Capital is by much the largeſt, and their Proprietors | 

far the moſt numerous, and therefore the Loſs cannot f 

ſo heavy upon thoſe to whom the Payment is made. 

"Tis true, Sir, there are, I believe, among the South. 

Annuitants a great many Proprietors for ſmall Sums, pe 

haps more in Proportion than in any of our other pub 

Funds; but ſach Proprietors have all ſomething elſe tod 
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pend on, and therefore are not ſo much Objects of Con pl riſe 

paſſion as the Hon. Gentlemen would repreſent. 'They a en 

generally Perſons concerned in ſome Sort of Trade or Bul nced it 

neſs, and the {mall Sum of Money that will fall to e by p 

| 1 Perſon's Share, out of any Payment to be made by tl Kar 80 
| Public, will, or at leaſt may, be uſefully employ'd by th ly 
| in the Buſineſs they are engaged in. The greatelt Obe wy fre 
of Compaſſion are the Proprietors for middling Sum, fu relate 

as have 1000 J. two, or three, in ſome one of the pub lerefore 

Funds, and have no Trade or Buſineſs, nor any T hing ult eitk 

depend on for a Subſiſtence, but the Annuity or Divided Cireu 

they receive from the Company. By ſuch Proprietors! ecte b 

| Loſs will be ſeverely felt, becauſe they can make no Uf 3 
| 5 the Money they receive, but by laying it out again Up Ppolit 
the Purchaſe of Stock or Annuities at a very great D le o 

vantage, and many of them may perhaps be tempted F mati 

| waſte it in ſame Sort of Extravagance ; but of ſuch b Sock 
| prietors there are, I believe, in Proportion, as many in our 
| other Funds as in the South-Sea Annuities, and thereon mod 
| the latter deſerve no particular Favour upon that Acco Kend 10 
As for Foreigners, I ſhall not take upon me to ſay which Rue | 
| our public Funds are moſt generally poſſeſſed by them; ih preſe 
b I am ſurprized to hear it ſo much as inſinuated, that wol; t 
| ought to ſhew any greater Favour to our own Subjects W | ease 
| to thoſe Foreigners who have put ſuch a Confidence 1 
Honour of this Nation, as to truſt us with the whole of! hy 

owe 


greateſt Part of their Fortunes: I hope I ſhall never ſees 
AR a Vor. 
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ich Doctrine eſtabliſhed, becauſe I am of Opinion it would 


" tend both to the Diſhonour and Difcredit of the Nation, 
mber MM” wignt be of the molt dangerous Conſequence, it ever 
y be Ma Nation ſhould again be plunged in a War as expenſive 
Lols b p the laſt, b wiſh it had not been mentioned; but fince it 
rely {el has, I thing it one of the ſtrongeſt Arguments can be made 


ue of for inducing us to agree to the Motion, in order to 


Nous t ; 

] 2 wnvince the whole World, that this Houſe will never give 
zeſt, t the Jeaſt Countenance to ſuch a Doctrine. I muſt now, Sir, 
on 'P, ey Leave to conſider the Calculations that have been made 


ir ſhewing that the South Sea Annuitants will ſuſtain a 
rater Loſs by. the next Payment's being made to them, 
kan the Proprietors of Bank Stock would ſuttain, if the 
ext Payment ſhould be applied to them. The Calcu- 
tions I muſt confeſs are ingenious enough, but they are all 


ntly 1 
ts, oug 
ule the 
etors þ 
annot f 


South. 8 
ums, pe 
ek pub 
Ie to dl 


nid, will hold. They are all founded upon theſe two 
uppofitions, that neither the Trade of the Band or Eaft- 
ia Company will be in the leaſt diminiſhed by our pay- 
ig oft a Part of their Capital, and that the remaining Stock: 
nll riſe in its Value according to the Increaſe of the future 


Anno 10. Geo- 
I. 1736-7. 
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bunded upon two Suppoſitions, neither of which, I am_ 


of Con. . 

They a Uividends, ; As to the firſt of theſe Suppoſitions, I am con- 
2 r nced it will not hold, eſpecially with reſpect to the Bark; 
II to ca” by paying @ Million to them, we ſhall make them loſe 
de by 800 J. a Week, which is now coming in to them 

| be we ekly from the Exchegaer, as a Supply for the ready Specie 


WO ol find it neceſſary to keep always by them, ju order to 
ums, fu culate the Caſh Notes or Bank Bills they have out; 
he pub tereſore, Upon the ceaſing of that weekly Supply, they 
Thing ul either diminiſh the Number of Notes they now have 
Divide Circulation, or they mult keep a greater Stock of ready 
ctors WS by them; by either of which they muſt neceſſarily 


no Ul | 
Wppolition muſt appear not to be well founded. Then as 


rain UPC 

= * d the other Suppoſition, I do not think there is the leaſt 

-mpted dundation / ſor it, becauſe we know, the Price of any Sort 
ſuch P N Stock depends as much upon the particular Whim or 

ny in o imour that may happen to prevail, as the Price of any 
here modity whatever. It neither depends upon the Di- 


end to be made, nor upon the Certainty or Probability 
at the Dividend will be increaſed or continued. Of this 
” Preſent Market Prices of our Stocks is a convincing 


t Accoul 
7 Which 


hem; 

, that wot; for if one were to judge from common Senle, or 
jects td 8 Reaſon of Things, it is eertain the Price of Bank Stock 
nce in it to be higher in Proportion to its Dividend than the 
hole or of any other public Fund in Exgland, and yet we find 
ver ſee u lower than either Eaft-India Stock or South-Sea Annui- 


ſu 


Miniſh the Profits of their Trade, and conſequently this 


N Aa a ties 


Auno 10. Geo. ties; therefore to ſuppoſe that any Stock will riſe in P;g. | 
II. 1736-7. portion to the Increaſe of its Dividend, muſt be a very un. 
V certain and deceitful Foundation for any Calculation. On 


| Thomas Sanderjon, the Lord Baltimore, Samuel Sandys, Bl 


Sir John 


Barnard. 
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the Co! 
to have 


1 Fo kt gr 
the contrary, our directing the next Payment to be made tg K wou! 
the Bank would, I] believe, poſſeſs the Generality of Man- ter Cer 
kind with an Opinion, that we were reſolved to aboliſh the though 
Company at the End of their Jerm, which would of courſe NMercluſi 


run the Price of their Stock down to very near Par, and 


. efuſe t 
conſequently I think it moſt reaſonable to believe, that the * 


Proprietors of Bank Stock would not only loſe at the Rate of wh n 
50 /. per Cent. upon their Stock annihilated, but very near br the 
50 J. per Cent. upon all their remaining Stock, in Caſe we once, a 
now reſo;ve that the next Payment ſhall be made to them. Wy. hav 
For theſe Reaions, Sir, and a great many others, which ne pre 
I ſhail wave troubling you with at preſent, I am ill or late 
Opinion, notwithſtanding what has been ſaid by the Hon. Maſters 
Gentlemen on the other Side of the Queſtion, that if V eerain! 
have a Mind to ſhew a proper Regard to the public Goode: the 
and to the private Intereſt of our public Creditors in e ealar 
neral, we ought to apply the preſent growing Produce 0 may th 
the Sinking-Fund towards redeeming the like Sum of the impoſſ 
South-Sea Company's Capital; and that, conſidering t17:. .. 
great Amount of that Company's Capital, conſidering ho but * 
far it exceeds the Capital of any other Company, reite den t 
our having applied ſo many ſucceſſive Payments towards na... an 
reducing of that Capital, nor our applying this next Fay judge f 
ment to the ſame Purpoſe, can be charged with any In ren in 
Juſtice or Partiality ; therefore, I am for agreeing to the may ha 
Motion as it now ſtands, and, I hope, the Houſe will joe. c 
with. me in Opinion. ohh. 5 ly the 
After this Debate, the Queſtion was put upon tl. yer 
Motion, and carried in the Affirmative without a Diviſion This 
The Speakers for the Motion were, Sir Robert Map judy 
Thomas Winnington, Eſq; Fobn Bance, Eſq; Samuel Hil. à 
Eiq ; Sir William Vounge, Mr. Alderman Heathcote, and ti While t 
Lord Sundon; and the Speakers againſt the Motion wer... b 
Sir John Barnard, Milliam Pultney, Eſq; Sir Wile... 


Windham, Sir John Hind Cotton, Sir Fohn Ruſoout, bim 


erned 


and the Maſter of the Rolls. | ce th 


. On Monday the 14th this Reſolution was reported! 
the Houſe, and agreed to without any formed Debate; b 
upon that Occaſion, Sir Jobn Barnard, and ſome oth" 
ſpoke to the Effect as follows, wiz. — 

2.73 8 1 1 

I ſhall not now oppoſe our agreeing to the Reſolution" 
the Committee; but the only Argument made uſe ol 
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the Committee in favour of the Motion, which to me ſeemed 4:9 10. Go. 
o have any Weight, was, That at the End of the Term 1147387. 

laſt granted to the Bank, and which expires in Auguſt 1743, SVN 

it would be eaſy for the Government to raiſe Money at 4 

jr Cent. ſufficient to pay them off, in caſe it ſhould be 

thought fit to aboliſh the Company, or put an End to their 


excluſive Privilege; or in caſe the preſent Company ſhould 
refuſe the Terms offered for renewing their excluſive Privi- 
ye, I confeſs, Sir, this Argument had very little Weight 
with me; becauſe, in my Opinion, it will be impoſſible 
fr the Government to raiſe 10,000,000 /. Sterling at 
once, at 4 per Cent. or any other Intereſt, eſpecially when 
xe have ſuch a powerful and rich Company to oppoſe it, as 
the preſent Bark is, who, by the Indulgence that has been 
of late Years ſhewed them, are in ſome Meaſure become 
Maſters of the public Credit of the Nation, and who will 
tertainly oppoſe, with all their Might, a Scheme concerted 
fr the Ruin of their Company, and for making every par- 
cular Man in it loſe at leaſt 50 J. per Cent. of what he 
may then call himſelf worth : 'This, I fay, appears to me 
impoſſible; and if we judge from the Experience of paſt 
Times, I am ſure we muſt conclude it will be impoſſible ; 
it ſuch ſeems to be the Fatality of ſome Gentlemen, that 
Fen the Experience of what's paſt ought to perſuade us to 
like any particular Meaſure for the public Good, they then 
auge from very improbable Conjectures of what may hap- 
pnin Time to come, and when probable Conjecture of what 
my happen ought to prevail with us to take any particular 
Mezfure for the public Good, they then determine themſelves 
ly the Experience of paſt Times, tho' the Circumſtances 
ue very far from being the ſame. 155 | 

This, Sir, is the very Caſe, with reſpect to their Method 
l judging about the future Price of Bank Stock. Tis true, 
Mile a Spirit of Stock. jobbing prevailed in this Kingdom, 
Mile that Spirit was encouraged by thoſe who ought to 
We behaved in a quite different Manner, the Price of 
wek very much depended upon what was called the 
lim or Humour of Change. Alley, which was never go- 
emed by Reaſon, but by Art and fraudulent Practices; but 
ce that Spirit has ſubſided, and the chief Method of 
keeping it up has been aboliſhed by Act of Parliament, Peo- 
de now begin to judge reaſonably, and, therefore, the 
ce of Stock now depends very much upon the Dividend 
Fade, and the Probability that the ſame Dividend will be 
Minued, or perhaps increaſed. For this very Reaſon 
bank Stock does now ſell, and ought to ſell, at a lower 
F& in Proportion than South. Sea Annuities ; becauſe Peo- 
AA 2 ple 
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Anm 10. Geo, ple know that the Bani's Term is near expiring, that a lgum 
II. 1736 7. large Sum of Money muſt ſoon be paid for a Renewal, Thing 
LYN and that that Sum mult be taken from the Capitals they vith re 
have or may have in Ban, Stock, or from the future DMM! Hall! 
vidends they may expect from ſuch Capitals. This I wa rood A 
aware of when I made my Calculation; and, therefore, ho tn: 
founded it upon the preſent low Price of Bank Stock, an bances 
not upon that Price it ought to bear in Proportion to d, able 
Sea Annuities ; and by our doing Juſtice to the other pub de mol 
lic Creditors, no Man can be induced to believe we will Mo be 
Injuſtice to the Bank, by paying them off ſooner than ar ublic 
of the other public Creditors ; for if the Bau be willing that 
to pay a juſt Price for the Continuance of their Company bon th 
and if that Continuance be no Detriment to the Public, em to 
would be unjuſt to make any more than proportional Pay cbeme 
ments to them; ſo that by our reſolving that the nee Co: 
Payment ſhould be made to the Park, the Proprietors cou eneral! 
take no Alarm, unleis they either think that the Conti are an! 
ance of their Privilege would be a Detriment to the ub ſeld 
or are reſolved not to pay a proper Conſideration for it; i ice I | 
either of which Caſes it would be a juſt Alarm, an Alarniivays 
we ought not to prevent; becaule it would be better i WHE 
Loſs ſhould fall upon them by Degrees, than that it ſhoul Houle, | 
fall all at once, as in either of theie Caſes it mutt do at th end tot 
End of their preſent Term. As to the Profits the Bie Hor 
makes, or may make by its Trade, I ſhall only take Ne kavpy 8 
tice, that the Quantity of ready Specie they are obliged WP to 
keep by them, depends but very little on the Vale e (ai 
Notes they have out. but upon the Extent of their Creoiience [ 
and the Circumſtances of public Affairs at the Tine Tho' 
A Band newly ſet up, or of a very ſmall Capital, muß opinion 
keep a greater Quantity of Specie by them in Proportion le to x 
the Notes they have out, than a Bark of eſtabliſhed Credit Jet, Sir, 
cor of a larger Capital than their Trade can poſhbly requ' link of 
which is the Cale of our preſent Bank; and when pub lors; 
Affairs are in a variable and unſettled Condition, ever) Fan oon pat 
ought to keep a greater Quantity of Specie by them in bi Ur preſe 
portion to the Notes they have in Circulation, than wies ce of 
the Sky is clear and every Thing appears ſerene: Ti 
fore the paying them off a Million, I am convinced, wou 
neither diminiſh their Circulation, nor oblige them to kee 
a greater Quantity of Specie by them, than they do * 
ſent, and conſequent'y could no way diminiſh their 1740 
Ius, Sir, J could ſhew there is no Weight in any eh 
Argument that has been made uſe of for preventing © 
making the next Payment to the Bank ; but this! did nt 


riſe up for, nor ſhould J have taken any Notice of the chi 
| Argume 
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ugoment made uſe of, but that I think, if there be any Aw 10. Oe. 


hat a 


1ewal Thing at all in the Argument, it mult be of great Weight II. 1936-7. 
; they]MMWvith reſpect to what I am to propole ; and, therefore, I hop A 
re D hall have the Concurrence of all thoſe who thought it a 

LW od Argument, and particularly of the Hon. Gentleman 

ore, No made uſe of it. Sir, if we are now in ſuch Circum- 

k, anWWſances as that we may any way expect in 6 Years Time to 

\ $5417 be able to raiſe 10,000,000 /. at once, and that in Spite of 

er pubWMſtic moſt opulent Company in Eagland, I am ſure we ma 


Will d 
an any 
willing 


ww begin to think of reducing the Intereſt payable to the 
public Creditors, and may begin to take ſome Meaſures 
for that Purpoſe. I wiſh ſome ſuch Propoſition had come | 


mpany bb the other Side of the Houſe; for ſome Gentlemen | 
ablic, em to be reſolved not to approve of any Propoſition or 
al Pay eme but what comes from themſelves, and, to return 
ne rene Compliment, their Rextons are fo weiglity, that they 
rs coulfenerally prevail. As for my own Part, if my Reaions 
"ontinuftare any Weight with thoſe that hear me, I am ſure I have 
Pub n ſeldom been heard by the Majority of this Houſe, ever 
7 it ; i ice J had the Honour to fit in Parliament, and yet I have 


\ Alarnivays raiſed my Voice as much as I could. This has 


cr hays made me ſhy of making any Propoſition to the 

it uo ouſe, or of offering any Scheme, which I thought might 

do at th end to the Good of my Country; but the pleafing Proſpect 

he Bau e Hon. Gentlemen have given us of the flouriſhing and 

ake Vo pp State of our Country 6 Years hence, emboldens me 
bliged PW to make you a Propoſition, becauſe from what they 

Value Me ſaid, I cannot but expect their Concurrence, and from 

r Credit ence I have good Reaſon to expect Succeſs. 

> [im Tho' my Hopes are not quite fo ſanguine, tho' J am of 
ita], muß pinion we can never be in ſuch Circumſtances as to be 

zortion lie to raiſe 10,000,000 J. at once, in Spite of the Bark, 

d Credit et, Sir, J am convinced, it is now high Time for us to 

y requu nk of reducing the Intereſt payable to our public Cre- 

en pubis; and my Reaſon for thinking fo is neither founded 

very Bun paſt Experience, nor upon future Conjecture, but upon 

m in Pre preſent Circumſtances: I mean, Sir, the preſent high 


han whelW'ice of all our public Funds, and in particular the high 


Then tice of our public Securities, which bear an Intereſt only 
ed, wou three per Cent. When ſuch Securities are at five or fix” 
m to ke Cent. above Par, it is a certain Proof that the natural 
do at P'QW*reit of Money, upon public Securities at leaſt, is below 
eir Te Cent. that many of the public Creditors would be 
in any 008 to accept of an Intereſt of 3 per Cent. rather than be | 
enting off, and that the Government might borrow ſome | 
s I did ey, I ſhall not pretend now to aſcertain the Sum, at | 
F the ch Cent. in order to pay oft a Part of thoſe public Cre- | 
Argume ditors, | 
| 
| 
| 


II. 1736.7. 


A 


in Spite of the Bank, yet I am convinced that at R 
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Arm 10. Geo, ditors, who ſhould not appear willing to accept of ſo low 


an Intereſt, 


I fay, Sir, I ſhall not now pretend to determine what | 


Sum we might be able to borrow at 3 per Cent. I believe it 
would be but ſmall, becauſe, I believe, the Bank would re. 
fuſe to concur with the Government in any ſuch Under- 
taking, and will always refuſe as long as the Intereſt pay- 
able to them is at 4 per Cent. For this Reaſon, among 
others, I was for our reſolving that the next Payment ſhould 
be made to the Bark; becauſe ſuch a Reſolution would have 


enabled us to bring the Intereſt payable upon the whole 
Bank Capital down to 3 per Cent. in two or three Years, 


If we had ordered à Million to be paid to them at Michael. 
mas next, we might, without doing an Injuſtice, have or- 
dered that no Part of that Payment ſhould hzve been applied 
towards ſuch of the Proprietors of the Banł as were willing 
to accept of an Intereſt of 3 per Cent. upon that Part of 
the Capital which belonged to them ; but that the whole 
ſhould have been applied towards diminiſhing the Capital of 
thoſe who were not willing to accept of ſuch an Intereſt; 
and for this Purpoſe the Government might have been im- 
powered to open Books of Subſcription for the Bark Proprie. 
tors to come in and ſubſcribe for that Part of the Capital 


which belonged to each of them: And further, as an En 


couragement for the Proprietors of the Bank to come in and 
ſubſcribe, it might have been ordered that no future Payment 
ſhould have been applied towards paying off any Part of 
the Capita} ſo ſubſcribed, as long as there !.ad been any 
Part of the Bank Capital unſubſcribed. By this Means, ! 


do not know but we might, even at Michaelmas next, hate 


brought the whole Capital of the Band, at leaſt all that 


Part of it which can be paid off before the End of thei! 


Term, down to 3 per Cent. In which Cafe, as no Money 
could then have been iſſued from the Sinking Fund at 


Michaelmas next, we would have had above two Millions to 


have diſpoſed of next Seſſion of Parliament; and with above 
wo Millions in ready Money, and what we might then have 
borrowed, with the Aſſiſtance of the Bark, at 3 per Cen. 


I do not know but it would have been in our Power, © 
public Debt to 3 per Cent. at the 


have brought the whole 
very next Michaelmas following; for if the Intereſt payabie 
to the Bark ſhould once be reduced to 3 per Cent it 15 cel 
tain they would then aſſiſt us as much as they could, to bring 
all our other Debts down to the ſame Rate of Intereſt; and 
tho' I am far from thinking we ſhall in five or fix Years be 
able to borrow 10,000,000 J. at once, even at 4 Per Cell. 
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0 low 


what | 
aye it Capitals, with an Aſſurance that no Part of the Capital fo 


Id ro. aubſeribed ſhould be paid off for a certain Term of Years. 

Ter This Propoſition, Sir, would certainly have had the 
pay. WM Veateſt and the moſt uieful Effect, if upon theſe Terms 
mong de next Payment had been ordered to be made to the Bark ; 
ſhould but even ſuppoſe we ſhould agree with our Committee, ſup- 
| have poſe we ſhould reſolve that a Million be granted to his Ma- 


fly, towards redeeming the like Sum of the increaſed Ca- 
pial of the Su 1b. Sca Company, as is now commonly called 
04 South Sea Annuities, the ſame Propoſition may, I think, 
be applied to them, and may have a very good Effect, at 


whole 
Y ears, 
ichatl- 


we or. 

pplied kal [ am ſure it can be attended with no bad Conſequence 3 
willing bras the delaying to pay off any Part of our public Debts 
art of b now a Favour, it is both juſt and reaſonable that Favour 
whole WW 0ould be beſtowed upon thoſe who are willing to accept of 
vital of WW Intereit of 3 per Cent. inſtead of 4. Therefore my Pro- 
"tereſt; polition now is, that in order to ſee which or how many 
en im- the 0/4 Sourh-Sea Annuitants are willing to accept of 3 per 
roprie- Cent. tor a certain Term of Years, rather than be paid off 
Capital WWW") Fart of their preſent Capital, the Government, or the 
an EI. Commiſſioners of the Treaſury, ſhould be impowered to 
e in and yen Books of Subſcription for ſuch of the Old South. Sea 
ayment Anuitants as are willing to accept of an Intereſt of 3 per 
Part of Cen. tor 14 Years certain, rather than be paid off any Part 
een any of their preſent Capital at Michaelmas next, or at any other 


feans, 1 Time during that Term; and that it ſhould be ordered, 


t, have t no Part of the Million to be paid at Michaelmas next 
all that dal be applied towards pay ing off any Part of the Capital 
of their b ſubſcribed, but that the whole ſhall be divided and ap- 
„Money led pro rata towards diminiſhing the Capital of ſuch of 
Fund at ie O South-Sea Annuitants as ſhall not ſubſcribe before 
[lions to itaelmas next, If all the Old South-Sea Annuitants 
th abore I "ould ſubſcribe, the Conſequence will be, that no Part of 
hen have te Million can then be iſſued from the Sinking - Fund at 
per Cent, <aelmas next; in which Caſe we ſhall have two Millions 
ower, 10" liſpoſe of in next Seſſion of Parliament, and with theſe 
11, at the” Millions, we may, Lam confident, be able to reduce the 
t payable pal of the Bank likewiſe to 3 per Cent. at the very 
it is cer ent Michaelmas following; after which we ſhall have no 
„to bring uculty to reduce the New South. Sea Annuities and all our 
reſt ; and er publie Funds to the ſame Rate of Intereſt. 
Years be As a Reſolution ſeems now to be formed, that none of 
er Cort i other Creditors ſhall have a Shilling paid to them, till 
proved Uthe South. Lek Annuities be paid off, 1 ſhall ſhew that it 
Will | 


is 


vith their Aſſiſtance, we might be able to borrow eight or Anno 10. Ges. 
ten Millions at once at 3 per Cent. eſpecially if the Proprie- II. 17 
tors of our Funds were enabled to ſubſcribe their reſpective 929 
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Anno 10. Geo. is no very unreaſonable Suppoſition to ſuppoſe, that all the 
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before 


| . | ed 
Ol South-Sea Annuitants would ſubſcribe before Mic“ acting; mh 


next; for which Purpoſe J (hall ſuppoſe Old and Nexw $outh- Thi 
Sea Annuities to amount to 25,020,000 J. and that neither am (a1 
of them will ever fell for any Price above or under 1131. Nan be 
fer Cent, In this Caſe, if a Million ſhould be paid to them kat 7 
yearly, it will amount to 4 per Cent. the firſt Year; ſo that WM | ou 


every one of the Proprietors will have 4 per Cent. of his Will x. ore 
Capital annihilated, which, at 113/. per Cent. is worth ile 
about 4/ 105. 5 4. and therefore, as he receives only 4 bers 
in Money, he muſt loſe, the very firſt Year, 105. 54, tiny! 
which Loſs, by the yearly Diminution of the Capital, and er y t. 
the yearly Increaſe of the Sinking-Fund, will increaſe ra 
every Year ſo faſt, that in five or fix Years, I reckon, every roolve 
Proprietor will Joſe 1 per Cent. upon the Capital heis HF 
poſſeſſed of, by every Payment made by the Public; tor WM: orde 
which Reaſon every Proprietor of South Sea Annuities, if ator 
he underitands his own Intereſt, would certainly chuſe to rely v 
accept of 3 per Cent. for 14 Years certain, rather than te- kling: 
main ſubject to the Annihilation of ſo much of his Capital Mrant 
yearly, and the Trouble of receiving ſuch partial Pay ments lnerelt 
and of replacing thoſe Payments ſome way at Interelt, e 4 þe1 
inveſting them in ſome Sort of Trade or Buſineſs. Upor 
. T have made the Calculation, Sir, upon O/4 and Nv... 
South-Sea Annuities taken together, for the ſake of La Mare 
and Perſpicuity; but it will come out the ſame, if we make  - 
the Calculation upon the two, ſeparately ; and, therefore, I Vithout 
think there is. a great Probability in ſuppoſing that all tee, Ve; 
Old South-Sra Annuitants will become Subſcribers for accept r tj. 9 
ing 3 per Cent. upon their Capital, for 14 Years certain, tw C 
before Mzichae/mas.next, if we give them an Opportun:ty 0b make ar 
ſo doing; becauſe, if any Number of them ſhould ſub(cribe Mthout 
the Loſs will fall extremely heavy upon thoſe who co rok bane 
which will of courſe be a prevailing Argument with ts Opinion 
molt obſtinate. But ſuppoſe no one of them does come Ny... - 
to {ubicribe, it can be attended with no bad Con ſequenc f our p 
the Government will then have nothing to do but to 11108... Con 
the Million at Michaelmas next, and it will be diſtributed 5 pinion 
rata among the Old South Sea Annuities, according to UW: 0 \ 
Direction of Parliament. le Han 
Before | conclude, Sir, I muſt take Notice, that we ougil v good 

to endeavour, as much as poſſible, to reduce the Rate ere 


| Intereſt, eſpecially upon the Debt due to the Burk, beſclt 


| tion for that new Term; whereas if it ſhould be * 


lan ſo 
it It 0 
In an 


Vor. 
| 


we come to any Agreement about granting them à fe 
Term; for if we do not, the Reduction of their Interek © 
3 per Cent. will be looked on, perhaps, as. a full Conſiden 


betorv 


* - 
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11 the 

wlnas | 
South- 
either 


ready Money, which will enable us to pay off auy Debts 
that may be Kill ſtanding out at 4 per Cent. 

Thus, Sir, I have laid before you a Propoſition, which, I 
am ſure, may tend greatly to the Beneſit of the Pub'ic, and 


113. an be attended with no bad Conſequence, nor with the 
them kat Danger cf any bad Conſequence; yet, nevertheleſs, 
lo that N mould not, I believe, have had the Courage to offer it, if 
of 7 the great Hopes given us by tome Honourable Gentlemen 
wort 


in the Committee, of our being able to do Wonders 5 or 6 
Years hence, had not made me imagine, that I ſhouſd cer- 
ainly have their Concurrence. Whether we can now pro- 
perly take this Affair into Conſideration, I do not know; 
hatif it ſhould be thought we cannot, I think we ought to 
rolve ourſelves into a Committee of the whole Houtlr, to 
tonfider of the National Debt, or into ſome ivch Committee, 


ly 46 
5.54; 


u, and 
ncreaſe 
, every 
he is 


C5 * n order to take this or any other Propoſition of the fame 

ties, 1 Nature that may then be offered into our Confideration ; for 

oy tog ficely we ought not to ſit here and fee 3 per Cent Securities 
an re- | 


elling at a Premium, without endeavouring to take ſome 
Advantage of that Fivourable Conjuntture, for lowering the 
Ittereſt of theſe National Debts which now bear an Intereſt 
of 4 per Cent. | : 

Upon this it was ſaid by Sir Robert Malrole, and ſome 
ithers, That public Credit was a Thing of ſuch a tickliſh 
Nature, it was dangerous to meddle with it at any Rate, 
It much more, to make any Step which might affe it, 


Capital 
y MENTS, 
rell, ot 


1d Neu 
of Eaſe 
e make 


efore, | Mhout the moſt mature Coniideration. That in a very 
all cnc, Years we might, perhaps, be able to reduce the whole, 
accept r the greateſt Part of the public Debts to an Intereſt of 
corey fer Cent. but they were afraid it was not yet Time to 
mew make any ſuch Attempt. That to make any fch Attempt 


Ithout Succeſs, would certainly be attended with bad Con- 
Fences ; for as public Credit depended intirely upon the 
opinion of the Generality of Mankind, a vain and un— 


do not 
vich the 


inn . 

_— IKcelsful Attempt to reduce the Intereſt payable upon an 
470 6 our public Funds, would be attended at leaſt with this 
| of , had Conſequence, that it would give many People a mean 
Jute 


Vinion of the Wiidom and Prudence of the Government; 
IN no Man would truſt, or continue to truit his Fortune in 
le Hands of thoſe whoſe Wiſlom and Prudence he had 


19 10 the 


ve our" we | 

1 good Opinion of; ſo that the attempting to reduce the 
; befor lerelt might give a much greater Check to public Credit 
A fe a ſome Gentlemen ſeemed to be aware of, and might 
n Nat . 


it out of their Power to reduce the Interest prrnvbis 


Many of the public Funds, for a much longer Lime 
You, IV. Bb than 
| 


ntereſt i 
\onf1der 


pelole 


beſore that time, the Conſideration muſt be paid wholly in Juno 10. Ge 


II. 1736 %. 


vr Nobert 


I alpole. 


. —— 


LY 


Anno 10. Geo. than it would have been, if no ſuch unſeaſonable Attempff 
II. 1736 7 had been made. 


ſhould be laid before the Houſe. 
Which was accordingly laid before the Houſe on Marc 


(378) 


However, they faid, they were not againſt : 20ing int 
ſuch a Committee as had been propoſed; becauſe Gentle 


men would then have Time to conſider of what they were 


about; and if any feaſable Scheme ſhould be there pro 


poſed for reducing the Intereſt now payable upon any g 
the public Funds, they ſhould moſt readily agree to! 
W hereupon, the Reſolution of the Committee of Supply 


was agreed to without a Diviſion ; and then 'was re{olved 


That the Houſe would, upon that Day Se'nnight, reſolvl 


itielf into a Committee of the whole Houſe to conſider e 
the National Debt; after which *twas ordered, that a Stat 
of the National Debt, as it was the i of February lal 


18, and is as follows; 
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- and it having been much inſiſted on, in this Debate, that 


( 382 ) 


On Monday, March 21, the Houſe having reſolved 10 

into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to cone 1 ; 
National Debt; and the above State of the Natiwnil 13:4 
having been referred to the ſaid Committee, as 1021 :4 51 
Charles Turner had taken the Chair, Sir John Barnard oo 
up and made a Motion, for enabling his M jeſty to gige 
Money either by the Sale of Annuities for Years or Lives 
at ſuch Rates as ſhould be preſcribed, or by borrowing * 
Intereſt not exceeding 3 per Cent. to be applied towards 
redeeming of the Oid and New South Sea Annuities ; and 


| mentic 
paid at J 
mvicants 
z fer Ce 
of {uch ; 
many, 1 
Public, 

zny one 
lntereſt: 
jy Opini 
reloived 
nyſelf c 
Who ſinc 
and the 
ch as 7 
myſelf c 
conſider! 
Nate of 
reducing 
further t 


is 


that ſuch of the ſaid Annuitants as ſhould be inc ind to 
ſubſcribe their reſpective Annuities, ſhould be preſerred to 
all others. 5 

Upon this Motion there were long Debates, fo that the 
Committee did not come to any Reſolution that Day; 
therefore, *twas reſolved, That the Houſe Would, upon 
that Day Sevennight, reſolve itſelf into a Committee of he 
whole Houſe, to conſider further of the National Debt; 


there was a great Part of the SSπ Sea Old and New An- 


nuities in the Hands of Widows and Orphans, and Pec:ons Every 
who were Proprietors for very {mall Sums, therefore, next nds is 
Day *twas ordered, That an Account ſhould be laid beforeiiWipon an! 
the Houſe, of the Quantity of Old and New Soh Sea een the 
Annuity Stock, and the Number of Annuitants who were Cen. 
intitled to any ſuch Stock, not exceeding 1000 J. to ech aden 
Annuitant; and alſo, 'twas ordered, That an Account Neglect 
ſhould be laid before the Houſe, of the Quantity of O ppy C 
and New South Sea Annuity Stock, holden by any Exe-WMriude 
cutors, Adminiſtrators, and Truſtees, and the Nember ofiW'rcmiun 


end his 
If Book 
an Au; 
Of for 1 
fach Bot 
ether co 
hoſe w] 


ſuch "Truſts: Which Accounts were preſented to the Houle 
by Mr. John Briffoxv on the Friday following; and ol 
Monday the Order of the Day being read, and theſe de. 
counts referred to the Committee, the Houſe reſolvzd itfelt 
again into the ſaid Committee, when the Debate upon ths 
aforeſaid Motion was reſumed ; in which Sir Johr Bal 
ſpoke in Subſtance as followeth, az. 


S1R, It the | 

As ſome Things I mentioned in the Committee e lay to ; 
Supply, gave Rite to the Houſe's reſolving itielf into (090%, it 
Committee, I think it incumbent upon me to riſe up, PP” int 
order to explain and enforce what ] then mentioned but nent is 
ſuperſicially, and to make you ſuch a Propoſition as! think eon as 
may at this JunQture be made eſfectual, for reducing the Gedito 
Intereſt payable upon a Part of the National Debts, an * off 
for eaſing the People of a Part of that heavy Load 0 nem N 
Taxes they now groan under. In the Committee of a Ripe&ti: 


( 333) 


mentioned only the Application of the Million, to be Auno 10. Ges? 
hid at Michaelmas next, to ſuch of the South Sea Old An- II. 1736-7. 
mitznts only, as are not willing to accept of an Intereſt of HY NS 
%% Cent. for if there are any who are willing to accept 
of ſuch an Intereſt, and I am convinced there are a great 
many, I muſt think ita very ablurd Sort of Conduct in the 


itſelt 
the 
Jet, 
45 9IE 
flood 


) 7:1 


Lives {WP uolic, to make any Payment to them, as Jong as there is 
- 2: any one public Creditor who will not accept of ſuch a low 
a Intereſt ;: However, as this Houle ſeems to be of a contra- 
; ade Opinion, I ſhall readily iubmit; but as the Houſe then 
ned tofMcſoived upon the Committee we are now in, I thought 


myſelf obliged as a Member of this Houſe, and as one 
who ſincerely deſires to fee the Nation freed from its Debt, 


dat te Mind the People freed from their perpetual Taxes, I mean 
Day; lich as are made perpetual by Parliament; I ſay, I thougkt 
upon pyſelf obliged to turn my Thoughts that Way; and {rom 
of ch wnfidering our preſent Circumitances, and the preſent low 
[)e: ;MWWMWRite of Intereſt, I am of Opinion, that the Scheme for 
e, that rlucing the Intereſt of the public Debts may be puſhed 
x» \n Winer than I then propoſed or thought on. 
Perions Every one knows, Sir, that the Price of all our public 
- nent kunds is now at a higher Rate than ever it was before, 
before on any reaſonable Foundation: Every one knows, that 
«th Sea een thoſe publick Securities, which bear an Intereſt of 
o were e Cent. only, now fell at a Premium in *Chanre Alley; 
» eich nd! muſt be of Opinion, it would be an unpa;donable 
\ ccountMMeg!e& in us, not to endeavour to take Advantage of that 
of O'dMippy Circumſtance, for the Benefit of the Public. I am 


V Exe. headed there are few or none, who are willing to give a 
nber el kremium for any 3 per Cert. Security, but would willingly 
House end his Money to the Government at the fame Interett, 
and coi" books of Subſcription were opened for that Purpoſe, with 
cle Ac" Sffurance that no Part of his Principal ſhould be paid 
A eic for 1.4 Years ; and therefore, I think, we ought to have 
pon the [ch Books always lying open at the Exchequer, or ſome 
Heber convenient Place, tor taking in the Subſcriptions of 

hole who are willing to lend at 3 per Cent. in order to pay 
lt the ſooner ſuch of the public Creditors as are not wil- 


ittee og to accept of a lower Intereſt than Four. If this were 


nto this Fre, 1t would convince all our public Creditors, who are 
> up, auß intitled to an Intereſt of 4 fer Cent. that the Govern- 
zned but ent is in earneſt, and firmly reſolved to pay them cf as 
1 think Wn 3s poſſible ; and as the only Conteſt among the public 
cing etherditors now is, which of them Mall be the laſt in being 
bts. and zd off, "tis more than probable, the far greateſt Part of 
Load oem would come in and ſubſcribe what is due to them 


ſ Supt Rpcdively, at an Intereſt of 3 per Cent. rather than rua 


the 


rms 10. Geo. the Risk of being quickly paid off the whole, or the grey 


11.1736. 


—Y 


reducing the latter is, to reduce the former; and whe 


Leave to enlarge a little upon the SubjeQ. 


to defend themſelves againſt any ſudden Invaſion; and tl 
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Nation 
Tr ade , 


nore to 


eſt Part of their Cipital, by means of the 9 2Nking-Fun 
and the Money Subſcriptions at 3 per. Cent. | 

That the Rate of Intereſt upon public Securities hy 
always had, and always will have, a great Inſtuence upg reſt for 
the Rate of Intereſt between Man and Man, is what, between 
=lieve, Sir, no Gentleman will queiiion z for as apo With 


public Securities a Man 1s always ſure of having his Interel ſie, and 


regularly paid. and may have his Principal whenever h 
bas a Mind, which are two Advantages he can never 
aflured of, in lending upon the moſt undoubted private 3 gal, 0 
curity, it is certain the natural Rate of Intereſt upon pub n 
lic Securities will always be lower than the natura! He his 1 
of Intercit upon private; therefore the only Method « 


of Inter 
their or 


plymen 
ending 

Trade o 
be forn 
ere t 
any Tra 


you have. reduced both, then, and not till then, you ma 
fafely venture to reduce the legal: And that a low Rate 
Intereſt upon private Securities, is of great Advantage 
every Nation where it can be brought, about, is what c 
be as little queſtioned by thoſe wio have any Regard il do 
Experience, or to the Nature of Things. But as s WD (one 
p<3:15 upon Speculations, and upon Facts which tome Ga che. fe 


"7 6 8 41 1 Mall b 
tlemen may not perhaps be acquainted with, I all be an ma 


Mg A Rs | 1 t at Int 
is certain, Sir, the Strength and Power of a ate ae ſa 
L 


an be increaſed only by multiplying its Inhabitan:, 1 
creaſing iis [rave, or improving its Lands; for Etcni 
Territo:y weakens, inſtead of firengthening a Iacion, rr mo 
that Jerritory lies deſart and thinly inhabited; becauic tl nding. 
greater Frontier a Nation has to defend, the more they Wl » ſup 
be expcſed to Inſults and Incurſions, unleis every Part of f. 
| : : f al Mage 
Frontier be ſo well ileck'd with People, that they are a bs pr 


lard a M 
leceſſari 
the lega 
Capital 
Corners 
Money ; 
te nece 
3 ar 


I” on a 
Cent. Pr 


Frontiers of every Country will always be worſt ſtocke 
with People; for Mankind always retire from Danger, 
they can; Which is the Reaſon for the Heart or Mid 
Part of every Country's being generally the moi! populout 
As to the multiplying or increaſing the Number of Ink: 
bitants in any Country, it mult aiways proceed from tl 
Increaſe of its Trade, or the Improvement of its Land 
for let the People be ©5 prolific as poſſible, let them bes 
prolific as ever the Northern Parts of Europe, or of i 
very Iſland, have appeared to have been, it they C39 
find Impioyment and Subjiſtence at home, they wii: Wat 
der abroad either in armed Bodies, or as ſingle Auvenrurey 
to feels for that in foreign Countries, which they cant 


: . : 4 * £* EI 
Hud in their own, It is therefore highly requiſite . oy 
| | able 


(335) e 
Nation to take every poſſible Method for increaſing its Anno 10. Geo. 
Trade, and improving its Land; and nothing can tend II. 1736-7. 
pore to either of theſe Purpoſes, than a low Rate of Inte- A 
xt for the Uſe or Forbearance of the Payment of Money 
between Man and Man. = 

With reſpect to Trade, Sir, it is either foreign or dome- 
ſic, and both depend in a great Meaſure upon the low Rate 
of Intereſt; for Mankind naturally purſue that which is 
their greateſt Advantage, and but few Men will be either 
frugal, diligent, or induſtrious, if they can live otherwiſe ; 
terefore, if a Man can live indolently upon the Intereſt 
of his Money, he will generally follow no Trade or Im- 
ployment; and if he can make more of his Money by 
ending it at Intereſt, than he can make by imploying it in 
Trade or the Improvement of Land, he will always chuſe 
ie former, For this Reaſon the People of a Country, 
tere' the Rate of Intereſt is high, will never carry on 
ay Trade for ſo ſmall a Profit, as the People of a Country 
ml do where the Intereſt of Money is low; nor will the 
kerons engaged in Trade ever be ſo numerous or ſo rich 
i the former, as in the latter. Suppoſe in this Country, a 
Man may make 5 or 4 per Cent. of his Money, by lending 
tat Intereſt upon a certain Security; we cannot, in that 
ale, ſuppoſe that any Man will take the Trouble of carry- 
ly on any Trade, by which he cannot make 8 or 10 per 
(int. Profit: Whereas in Holland, where a Man can never 
et more than 3 and often not above 2 per Cent. by 
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” X al ending his Money at "-1tereſt upon a certain Security, we 
4 ail ſuppoſe that in tbat Country, a Man will be glad to 
rt Ot ( 


gage in any Trade, by which he can make 6 or 4 per 
(nt, Profit; and an additional Advantage is, that in Hol- 
ind a Man who has but 1000“. or 2000/. Capital muſt 
Keelſarily engage in Trade, becauſe he cannot live upon 


are Dl 
and th 
ſtocke 


wr le legal Intereſt of his. Money; whereas a Man of that 
oo! in this Country, may live comfortably in moſt 
6 Inhs Urners of the Kingdom upon the legal Intereit of his 


zom ue; fo that more Men, and Men of greater Stocks, 


o Lindf ue neceſſarily drove into Trade in that Country than in 
em be! 3; and their People will willingly engage in a great 
jr of thi ay Branches of Traffic, which no Man in this King- 
y Came am will touch at; becauſe he can make as much, or very 
vill wail ar as much, by imploying his Money in our F unds, as 


*could expect to make by that Traffic. 


enturefg a R | : | 

v Cann his, Sir, gives the Dutch, and the French too, a great 

ior ever vantage over this Nation, in all Branches of Trade which 
Natiol uſt carried on at a ſmall Profit, ſuch as the Carrying - 


Fade, and the Fiſhing-Trade, but eſpecially the laſt, which 
Vol. 5, © "WM Seit | J 
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Ter GC Ken oa obs. 
II, 1736-7. Notice of; and I ſhall add this other, wk LC 
WY Foe wo Traces there are more Ships, and more Scamen Rate c 
emp oyed in Proportion, than in any other; and the Sea. Years. 
mein thus enp'oyec are more uſeful for the Defence of their Manuf 
Country. becaute they are always at Hand upon any ludden Caſe o 
. Emergency; which J hope every Gentleman will take becauſ 
particular Notice of, who has any Regard to the Naval dber 
Power, or the Security of his Country. oor II 
All the Branches of foreign 'I'rade, Sir, which any Na. them. « 
tion does or can carry on, muſt conſiſt either in the Ca, dee to 
73ing Trade, the Fiſhin:-Trade, or the exporting their Mann Marke 
£.Eures ard Produce to foreign Markets, and inportig and G 
thoſe foreign Commodities which they have Uie for at home. &rence 
In the ſirſt Two, weare under ſuch a Diſadvantage. by the Engli/ 
high Rate of Intereſt among us, and the ſma}] Profit to be of any 
expected by the Trade, that few or none of our People will proft; 
engage in either; and in Fact we have but very little 0 ney in 
either, and would have none at all, if it were not for then 6, 
many natural Advantages we are bleſs'd with above ay equa}, 
other Country upon the Face of the Globe. And as to ou de the 
Trade of importing and exporting our own Commodities 270 
and ſuch foreign Commodities at we have Ule for, it de. upon 
pends upon the Cheapneſs of our Navigation, and propel :n E 
Laws for its Encouragement. As to the Cheapneſs of ou nortat 
Navigation, it will always depend upon our People's 1 or 
ploying their Money in that Way at a ſmall Profit; fo tha Merch 
in this too, our Neighbours have a great Advantage ove dale of 
us; for they will be glad to imploy their Money in ta nake 
Way, if they can make but 6 or 4 per Cent. Profit; where ditiona 
as we cannot ſuppoſe any of our People (except ſuch every 
venture, or, as they call it, throw away a little Money i this K 
the Service of a Friend) will imploy their Money in t with tr 
Way, at a Profit Jeſs than 8 or 10 per Cent. ſo that Lot per 2, 
Ship- building, Ships and Freight, would be cheaper in 00 carry 
neighbouring Countries than in this, by at leaſt 4 per Cen the D. 
if it were not for ſome natural Advantages we are lkeuichg loads, 
blefled with in this Particular, and the great Supply We rin this 
receive from our Colony of New England; but, notwith. ud R. 
Nanding all theſe natural Advantages, 4 per Cent. Diff Thi 
rence is ſuch a great Advantage in Favour of ſome of dug; clude e 
Neighbours, that if it were not for the Navigation Act, an where 
other Laws in Favour of our own Shipping, I am convwnckg Ve con 
we ſhould ſee our Ports every Day full of Dutch Ships all 
| Seamen ; and even as it is, we may obſerve that the Num? Materi 


ber of Hamburgh, Harborough, Daniſh and Swedij? __ 
is every Day increahng in the River Thames 3 and for WI 
1 know, in ſeveral other Ports of the Kingdom. * 

i al 


% 


But, Sir, I need not inſiſt fo much upon the Prejudice a Ann 10. Geo; 
high Rate of Intereſt does to cur Navigation, with re/pe&t II. 1736-7 
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e e our Importation and Exportation; for if our preſent x 
Scamen Rate of Intereſt, and our preſent Taxes continue for ſome 
ne es. Years longer, I am afraid we ſhall have very little either of 
their Manufactures, or Home Produce, to export; and in that 


ſudden 
11 takel 


Naval | 


Cafe our Importation mult likewiſe decreaſe in Proportion; 
becauſe we ſhall not then be able to give either Money, or 
ather valuable Conſideration in return. With reſpect to 
our Home ManufaQures, it is certain the Exportation of 
them can proceed from nothing but our Merchants being 
able to fell them cheaper, or at leaſt as cheap in foreign 
Markets, as any foreign Manufactures of tne ſame Kind 
and Goodneſs can be ſold. Let us then fee how the Dif- 
ference of Intereſt may affect this Branch of rade. An 
Emliſbman will not inveſt his Money in the Carrying on 
vf any Manufacture, unleſs he can make 8 or 10 per Cent. 
Profitz a Dutch or a Frenchman will gladly inveit his Mo- 
ney in the Carrying on of a Manufacture, if he can make 4 
orb per Cent. Profit; therefore, ſuppoſing all other Charges 
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VE än equal, a Dutchman or Frenchman will fell his Manuiactures 
to Our to the Merchant Exporter 4 per Cent. cheaper than the 
jodities Erhfpman will do. Here is an Overload of 4 per Cent. 
„it de⸗ upon our Manufactures at every foreign Market. Again, 
proper an Engliſh Merchant will not employ his Money in the Ex- 
ol dug portation and Sale of our Manufactures, unleſs he can make 
ny 8 or 10 per Cent. of his, Money; a Duich or a French 
o tha 


Merchant will employ his Money in the Exportation and 


ge ole de ot the Manufactures of his Country, if he can thereby 
in ta make but 4 or 6 per Cent. of his Money: Here is an ad- 
„ dtional Overload of 4 per Cent. upon our Manufactures at 
uch 28 


every. foreign Market; ſo that all the Manufactures of 


ney f tis Kingdom, by means of the high Rate of Intereſt, carr 

. w a 4 9 * 8 * 
in tu vich them to every foreign Market, a Load of 8 per Cent. 
at bog ee. Linum, more than the Dutch or French Manufactures 
in ou 


carry with them to the ſame Market, without mentioning 


„ Ce the Difference of F reight, and ſeveral other additional Over- 


ilewil ods, that naturally ariſe from the high Intereſt of Money 
wwe 10 "OY in this Kingdom, above what it is among our Neighbours 
031i: ad Rivals. — ee 

. Difie This ſingle Advantage, Sir, is of itſelf ſufficient to ex- 


of cu 
Ct, and 
nvinced 
ps any 


Num 


dude our Manufactures from every Market in the World, 
Where our Rivals can come in Competition with us; but if 
ve conſider, what a heavy Load is added to the prime CoT 
& all our Manufactures, by the Tax=s laid upon ſeveral 
Materials neceilary tor working them up, and by thofe 

Cee Tax 


Ships | 
xr What 


B Ut, 


6 Geo. Taxes which are laid upon many of the Neceſſaries of Lite, | 


II. 1736-7. 
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Money was pretty much the ſame in both Countries, and the 


Trade, fo that their People had not much Time to think 


to make them change their Merchant; for a long ellabliſhed 
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ihed w. 

we may have ſome Reaſon to be ſurprized there is at this 3 
Day a Shilling's worth of any Sort of Manufacture exported ems, un 
from Great Britain; tor that we ſtill do export great ad Inter 
Quantities of Manufacture, is certain; and becauſe this me ding in 
be an Argument with ſome for concluding there is nothing Micky f 
in what ] have ſaid, ] muit beg Leave to conſider ſome of and at th. 
the natural or acquired Advantages we {till enjoy. improvin 
Before the Peace of Urecht, we had no Rival in the Mond W 
Woollen Manufacture Trade but the Dutch, and over them Manufact 
we have many natural Advantages both as to our Situation, es; ar 
the Goodneſs of our Ports, and the principal conſtituent Niem, at 
Materials of that ManufaCture, all of which they are ut only 
obliged to furniſh themſelves with at ſecond Hand, To oollen 
this I ſhall add, that when the Woollen Manufacture was N iroduci 


firſt chiefly eſtabliſhed in England, which was in the long 


he Peace 
and happy Reign of Queen Elizabeth, the Intereſt of 
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Durch were engaged in a bloody and dangerous War, and 
in eſtabliſhing their Commonwealth and their F aft- India 


of improving any Sort of Manufacture. By theſe Meani 
we got ourſelves riveted in the Poſſeſſion of allthe principal 
Marts for Woollen Manufacture both in Ala and Evripe; 
and that Poſſeſſion we in good Meaſure kept, till the Begin- 
ning of the laſt War with France and Spain, when we were 
Jo wiſe as to prohibit Trade with both. During that Jong 
Period, the People in Turkey, Spain, Portugal, and even in 
France too, till the Revolution, became ſo accuſtomed to the 
wearing of Engliſb Cloths and Stuffs, that it was not ealy 


Cuſtom in any Country, eſpecially in Turkey, Spain, and 
Portugal, is not eaſily altered, nor are People apt to go to1 
new Shop, as long as they meet with tolerable Ulage at 
the old. Thus by getting Poſſeſſion of the Trade, and 
keeping that Poſſeſſion for fo long a Time, we acquired an 
Advantage, which could not eaſily nor ſpeedily be takeh 
from us; and this acquired Advantage is, I am afraid, the 
chief Support of our preſent Exportation : But in a long 
_ Courſe cf Time we may entirely loſe this Advantage; and 
we are in the more Danger, becauſe we have now got a 
Rival in the Woollen Manufacture Trade, much more for- 
midable than the Dutch, and of much more dangerous 
Conſequence. _ ee —— 

Before our late happy Revolution, Sir, they had but 
few ManufaQures of Woollen Cloth in France, and ſuch as 
they had were of the coarſeſt Sort; ſo that they were 
' 
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ted with all their fine Cloths either from Holland or Anno 10. Geo. 


land; but after the Revolution we found ourſelves, it II 1730 7. 
ems, under a Neceſſity of prohibiting all Manner of Trade 


Liſe, | 
this 
ted 


great Mad Intercourſe with that Kingdom. This prevented its 
may I eing in their Power to have any Woollen Manufacture 
bing Wirc&ly from Englond, which laid them under a Neceſſity, 
1e of 


nd at the ſame Time furniſhed them with the Means, of 
mproving what they had of their own; ſo that before the 
cond War broke out, they had come ſome Length in the 
Manufacture of Woollen Cloths, eſpecially Stuffs or Cam- 


the 
them 


tion, eis; and by our prohibiting Trade with Spain as well as 

ituent dem, at the Beginning of that War, we furniſhed them 

are et only with a new Opportunity of improving their 
To 


Noollen Manufacture, but likewiſe with an Opportunity of 


: Was rroducing it by Degrees into the Kingdom of Spain; and 
e long e Peace of Uzrecht confirmed their Manufacture in the 
- a Advantage it had reaped by the War. 

nd the 


Ever ſince that Time, Sir, they have enjoy'd almoſt an 
interrupted State of Tranquillity; during which time, it 
ut be confeſſed, they have made the beſt Uſe of the Be- 
ts we beſtowed upon them; for they have now brought 
heir Woollen ManufaQure to ſuch Perfection, that they 


r, and 
. India 
| think 
Means 


incipal mke ſuperfine Woollen Cloths almoſt as fine and as good 
1p 3 zwe can do, and fell them much cheaper; by which 
Begin. leans, they very much interfere with us in Tarkey as well 
e were 


Hain; in both which Places they as yet meet with ſome 
cult), by reaſon of the Attachment the People in 
rneral have to the Manufactures of this Kingdom; but 
at Attachment will at laſt wear off, and then it will be 
Mt of our Power to preſerve any Share of the Trade, un- 
ls we can ſell all Sorts of Woollen Manufactures as 
leap as the French, or any other Nation can poſſibly do. 


it long 
ven in 
4 to the 
ot ealy 
\bliſhed 


in, and 


aner more convenient for that Trade than ours, and their 
arts are as good; then as to the Materials, the only Ad- 


80 109 Now, Sir, with reſpect to the Rivalſhip in this Trade | 
lage r Riveen the French and us, it is very different from that be- | 
le, an ten us and the Dutch, The Situation of the French is | 
tired an | | 

| 


e takeh 


. . | 
aid, the Wintzge we have over them, conſiſts in our Wool; but they | 
1 a long Wie {© convenient for ſtealing it away from us, that *cis 1 
ge; and ardly poſſible to prevent it; and as to Spariſh Wool, 
w got 2 lieh is the chief Material in the Manufacture of all ſuper- 
10re for- ie Cloths, they lie more conveniently for having it, and 
ingerous e have it at a cheaper Rate than we can. From all which 


mult conclude, the chief Advantage we now enjoy in 


had but Wi Manufatture, is the ſuperior Skill, Dexterity, and 

| ſuch as bers of our Workinen, and the old Attachment to the 

_—_ Pollen Manufactures of this Kingdom, ſomething of 
ni | 


which 


439090 
uns 10. Geo. which ſtil] remains in Turkey, Spain, and Portuont, hy 
II. 1736-7, the latter will wear off by Degrees, if we cannot el; 
G cheap as any other Nation, and the French Work men v 
be every Day improving and increiſing. Thete, Su. 
our Circumſtances with reſpect to the Woollen Manu d- 
which is our chief Staple; and in ſuch Circumitances 12 
ſure every Gentleman that hears me, muſt conclude, it 
high Time for us to look about us, and to neglect no 0 
portunity that may tend towards enabling, aud in {on 
Manner obliging, our Merchants and Manufacturers to 
their Goods as cheap as ſuch Goads can be ſold by a 
foreign Nation whatſoever, | 
Thus, Sir, I have ſhewn what bad Effects our prefe 
high Rate of Intereſt may have upon our foreign Trad 
and our Home Manufactures; and now let me hew tl 
Advantages a Nation may reap from a low Rate of Inter 
with reſpect to the Improvemen of their Lands, and mai 
- taining a great Number of Inhabitants. For this Purpol 
let me obſerve, that the Riches of a Nation properly co 
fiſt in the aggregate Total of every Man's Riches in par 
8 cular; for a Nation, where the Subjects are all or gener 
rich, will be able to maintain an expenſive War much long 
than a Nation can do, whoſe Subjects are all or general 
poor; becauſe the Subjects of every Nation, if they s 
under a good Government, will contribute as much as 
can towards a neceſſary War, and rich Subjects wil! aw 
be able to contribute more or longer than poor: Bui th 


CH 
„pro 9 
wht! „ 
000 J. 
0.000 / 
ut Dy 1 
ke ht 
hen nati 
aying 
0prcve 
ate, O 
Nereit 

j out |] 
ewould 
in ei 
bat IN 

e woule 
te laſt * 
un, by 
proves 
his C 
ther to 
chaſe 
Wntry f 
fr of In 
relt of 
bud ri! 


theſe Riches of particular Men muſt be ſuch as conlil Foe 
Lands, Houſes, Goods, ready Coin, Bullion or iche "= 
they muſt not be ſuch as conſiſt in large Sums ou a ie of 


tereſt among their Fellow-Subje&ts ; for ſuch Riciucs 
nothing to the Riches of the Nation, nor would the Natl 
be one bit the poorer, if they ſhould declare a Year of 1 
bilee by a public Law : Whatever ſuch Men may be able 
contribute towards the public Expence, muit dimin:i 0 
Power of others to contribute; and therefore it 15 ag?! 
the Intereſt of every Nation to have a great Number 
ſuch Men, ar to encourage the heaping up of ſuch Ric 
among them. 5 | 

Then, Sir, as to the Revenue of a Nation, it is te 
computed, in the ſame Manner, from the aggregate 10 
of every Man's Revenue in particular ; but then theſe pq; 


We; AN, 
it only 
Well a 
Wable 0 


ah chu 
ticular Revenues muſt conſiſt in ſuch as come from Li 4 _ 
Trade, or Induttry : They mult nat, for the ſame Rey. 
be ſuch as come from Sums af Money lent out at Iute hat upo 
And, laſt y. I ſhall obſerve, that an Acre of Land way the Re 
any Improvement, may not Perhaps be ſuffic ient to im b Cot 
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01; Wd bst ene Man; whereas the ſame Acre, with proper Am 10. Ges. 


: nus may perhaps be made ablc to imploy and II. 1736-7. 

Ry Ibn. 200 01 three Now, Sir, ſuppoſe a Gentleman of 29 

u 000 !. ear kane Eine has in a Courſe of Years ſaved | : 
977 6.000 : Sappole upon looking over his Eſtate, he finds, 
. ut laying out chis Money in Improvements, he could 
s ike his Eitate worth at leaſt 1500 J. a Year: He would 
be * et naturally conſider which was the moſt profitable Way 
n to {e 1 eng Money, whether to Jay it cut upon theſe 
| by a 1 or to lay it out on a Purchaſe of another 
late, or to lend it upon a Mortgage. In this Caſe, if the 
rd ereilt 3 23 were at 5 per Cent. he would certainly 
1 | _ Th oney upon a Purchaſe or Mortgage, becauſe 
hawk t WOULO _ as much yearly Profit by lay ing out his Mo- 
f Tntert y why er of theſe Ways, a he could expect by laying 
1 out ” mprovements ; and in either of theſe two Ways 
Parpol ; wy lave himielf all that Trouble and Fatigue, which 
ly te ern neceſſarily ſubject him to. Tho' this Gentle- 
1 un, by abs out his Money in ſuch a Manner, certainly 
geren Re is own Revenue, tho he has added to the Riches, 
1 7 A 2 by bis Frugality, yet he adds nothing 
genen . E 5 the Riches or the Revenue of his Country, by his 
they 3 ny 8 Mortgage 3 nor does he enable or make his 
h asth 1 er 58 5 maintaining any greater Num- 
aer of aeg 3 5 9 _ ee e 
But ud rig e eee Price of Lands 
„„ eee which Caſe he 

"Jen 7 certainly lay his Money out in Improvements, be- 

r this way, he would make near 200 J. a Vear 


re of his Money than he could do by Purchaſe or Mort- 


? +GhES 8 be . * , 
be Na. q Ls by laying it out in ſuch a Manner, he would 
Dy * add to the Riches and Revenue of his Country, 
be able zell as to his own, but he would make his Country 


Wale of imploying and maintaining a greater Number 
lnhabitants than it could do before. 5 

The Caſe, vir, will be the ſame in ſmall Sums as well 

large, Suppoſe a Farmer has taken a 21 Years Leaſe 

mall Jenement, and after ftocking his Tenement has 

/. over: Suppole he finds that by laying that 207. out 


niniſh t 
is Aga 
umber 


ich Ric 


it is te — 4 

ak To enz his Tenement, he may improve its Value 
kcheſe , y a Year: While Money is at 5 per Cent. he will cer- 
_ } chuſe to lend out his Money at Intereit, rather than 
ne Real \ out upon {ſuch an Improvement; but if the Intereſt 
WR wife Cent. only, he would certainly lay 


6 upon the Improvement ; and by ſo doing would add 
| 1 Revenue of his Landlord, as well as to the Revenue 
ls Country. This, the Landed Gentlemen that hear 
| | me, 


1d withg 
to mp! 
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Anno 10. Geo, 
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me, will, I hope, have a particular Regard to; for f; 
hence they may ſee how naturally a low Rate of Intere 
_ 0 the gl ane of their Eſtates, as well as rail 
their Price, and that a high Intereſt prev 108 
| en 

and the other. : N eee 

I hope, Sir, I have now ſhewn, even to a Demonſtration 
that the Lowering of Intereſt muſt be attended with ore 
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Advantages to the Nation in general, and to the Land o pay 2 
Gentiemen in particular; and I have ſhewn, I hope "Uk cer ta 
wiſe to a Demonſtration, that if the Intereſt of Moser! wee 
continued tor any Number of Years at the preſent Rate] 3 
this Kingdom, which is much higher than it 1s in 7 Jake it 
Countries which are our greateſt and moſt formidable Ri iy . 
both in Trade and naval Power, it muſt be e e 8 
the gradual Decay of our Navigation, our foreign Trad rock 
and our Howe Mianufactures, which will at laſt bring im tha 
trievable Ruin upon the whole Nation, Whoever 15 aint 
vinced of this, muſt have a Heart of Stone, be muſt * via 
no Bowels towards his native Country if for any fe * 
End be oppoſes, IF in File” of er en View lebT > 
not promote any practicable Scheme, that may tend toward he 
bringing the Intereit of Money in this Country upon a5 N 
with what it is in our neighbouring Countries, el ecial ore 3 
thoſe neighbouring Countries, which are our {ene bl 3 
in Trade and naval Power. And, I am ſure _ Gent x "ed 
man will ſay, it is poſlible to bring down either the net arvy 
or the legal Intereſt of Money between Man and lan, t _ 
after we have reduced the Intereſt payable upon all 0 * 
public Securities; for by the long and reality Paymai wu 
the Intereſt upon ſuch Securities, and by the Ae Pro =_ 
viſion we have made for paying off the Principal by De * an 
grees, they are got into ſuch Credit, that no Man will en 3 1 
upon a private Security for the ſame Intereſt he can hay | wh 
upon 4 public except a very few Perſons who have larg — 
Sums, Which they are willing to lend at the ſame Jater . 
upon Mortgages of Land only. : ys 
I ſhall not pretend, Sir, it is in our Power, or until ap 
Power of any Nation, to make what Regulations the 8 
have a Mind, with Regard to the legal Intereſt of Mon: 7 4 
4 he natural Intereſt of Money is always the Standard Þ — 
Le W legal ought to be regulated; and the natuli * 
ny of Money does not depend upon the Regulations a 

1 -2 _ upon natural and ſometimes very acciden h 
Events: But this I will fay, that b d J circum; 80 
ſpect Adminiſtrati - That Dy a prugent nud ug 
8 ation of the public Afflirs of any Counts plie 
Bute nog may be taken as muſt neceſſarily co ileve t 
rds reducing the natural Intereſt of Mone! Vol. 


al 
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ind when ſuch Meaſures are obſerved to have taken Effect, 4» 10. Ges. 
we legal Intereſt of Money ought then to be reduced; for II. 1736-7. 
the legal ought always to be kept at a Rate equal to, or . 
but a very little above the natural; becauſe a great deal of | 
Money is in every Country borrowed by the young and 
xtravagant, in order to ſupport their Luxury and Extrava- 

ance; and as ſuch Perſons are apt, and generally obliged, 


or fro 
Intere 
railing 
the ond 


ſtration 


.2 crea pay a higher Intereſt for it, than thoſe who borrow, in 
1.2ndeferder to imploy it in Trade, one of the moſt effectual Ways 
de, Ike prevent their Luxury and Extravagance, (which every 
one) government ought to prevent as much as poſſible) is, to 


Nate ike it dangerous for Men to endeavour to reap great 


in tho nßts, by fupplying them with the proper Medium for 
Rivas pporting their Luxury and Extravagance. 

ved vi Even in this Country, Sir, if the Supplies of the Year 
1 Trad 


ad been duly raiſed within the Year, and the Sinking- 


ing 1rWund wholly and regularly applied to the Diſcharge of our | 
r is conffſublic Debts, ever tince its firſt Eſtabliſhment, I will be - 
117 bu ed to ſay, the Intereſt upen any public Funds we had | 
ny {elf zmaining, would not now have been above 2 and a , nor | 


he doe 


bald the natural Intereſt of Money between Man and 
; toward 


lan, where there was any tolerable Security, have been | 


on 2 ere 3; for the natural Intereſt of Money muſt always | 
cia bend upon the Proportion between the Quantity of Mo- = | 
21 811) ready to be lent at Intereſt, and the Quantity wanted to | 
Gentle 


borrowed ; ſo that public Loans of all Kinds, muſt tend | 


e 120 wards enhancing the natural Intereſt of Money, and pub- 
Alan, ti Payments mult as neceſſarily tend towards its Reduction. 
all o berefore, from the preſent low Rate of Intereſt upon pub- 
ment Securities, notwithſtanding our being now very near as 
wing ech in Debt as we were at the End of the War, I am 
| by el may venture to fay, the natural Intereſt upon all Sorts 
will * Securities would have been at or below 3 per Cent. it 
Can hal 


e had paid off the greateſt Part of our old without con- 
Wing any new Debt: And if we had done ſo, I am con- 
Iced, the Trade of this Kingdom would have been in a 
ich more flouriſhing State than it is at preſent, and the 


ave lard 
e Inter 


or in tion much better able to ſupport its Friends or avenge 
tons WOE of its Enemies. 
Mone Theſe, 'tis true Sir, are but melancholy Reflections, 
indard iinever they may ſerve for making us more circum- 
he natucghhea in Time to come, and for making every Man 
alations 


tribute with the greater Alacrity towards whatever Sums 


accident hereafter be thought neceſſary for the current Sup: 
J circus, in order that the Sinking-Fund may for the future 
Count wplied wholly to diſcharge the national Debt, and to 
ly cont lere the People from thoſe heavy Taxes they now groan 


Mone) 


Vor. IV. D d d under; 
al 


Anno 10. Geo. under; for either of which Purpoſes it will be made mich 
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Millios 
more effectual by a Reduction of the Intereſt payable to WIN Koenty 
the Seuth. Sea Old and New Annuitants, from 4 to 3 per Capita 
Cent. if ſuch a Thing can be brought about without any four I 
Danger to public Credit, or Breach of public Faith; and Cen. 
that this may in all Probability be done, is what I hal what 
now endeayour to demonſtrate. That there are in this Capita] 
Kingdom large Sums ready to be lent at an Intereſt af; Wil 4 yer ( 
per Cent. is evident, from the ready Acceſs the Government WW but e 
has tor ſome "Time had, to the Borrowing of Money at that ſuppoſe 
Intereſt for 1} - vearly Supplies, and upon every new Fund appliec 
that bas been lately eſtabliſned. But this is ſtil! more leaſt 1, 
evident from the high Premium now daily given for tlok WM and Ar 

1bUuc Securities, that bear an Intereſt only of 3 per Cent. fore, {6 
Therefore, I think, it is reaſonable to believe, that if ie no 
Books of Subſcriptions ſhould: be opened, the Money. Sub-: culatio 
ſcriptions would amount at leaſt to zwvo Millions, and the at Mic 
whole Million to be paid to the South Sea Old Annuitants a {vente 
Michaelmas next, would, I believe, be ſubſcribed into this Stock: ; 
new. Fund; ſo that ſoon after Michaelmas next, the Publ ut the 
would have a Fund of hee Millions in ready Money, toll would 
pay off a Part of thoſe Annuities, whoſe Proprietors {noun would 
not appear willing to accept of an Intereſt for 14 1 ca MM ncreaſ 
certain, at the Rate of 3 per Cent. ind the 
Now, Sir, as there is one Million to be paid off at Mica dran 
mas next, the Total of the remaining Annuities wit ind nc 
amount to about 23,600,000 J. and if the whole 64M Stocks 
Millions, raiſed by Money-Subſcriptions, together with 4iiteace c 
Million from the Sinking-Fund, were to be applied at the Fro 
Michaelmas following, towards paying off the like Sum 0 books 
Old and New South-Sca Annuities, which for Calculation WW Annui 
Sake I ſhall ſuppoſe to be zawerty four Millions full, it wou former 
amount to 164. 135. 4 d. per Cent. That is to fay, cnc) e 1 
Proprietor would have ſo much per Cent. of his Stock u., v 
nihilated, fo that he would loſe the whole advanced Pre peded 
upon that 16 J. 13 5. 4 d. Stock ſo annihilated, which a inmed 
the preſent advanced Price, (being 13 per Cent.) would f come i 
above 2 J. per Cent. entirely loſt; and if the preſent ac tereſt o 
vanced Price of Stocks ſhould rife, every Proprietor”s Loss contin, 
by ſuch a Payment, would rife in Proportion. To 9d ls 0 
this immediate Loſs, we may ſuppoſe, that ſome of th ted, 
preſent Proprietors of South-Sea Annuities would ſublcribaß That 
their reſpective Shares in thoſe Annuities, and would be ſeri] 
willing to accept of the 3 per Cent. for 14 Years ite Thing 
deemable : Suppoſe theſe Subſcriptions amounted in th nut | 
whole but to three Millions, this would make the firlt Leben 
fall ſtill heavier upon the Obſtinate 3 becauſe the % Krit 


Milliu 
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much WW 15/105 in Money would then come to be divided upon Auno 10. hes. 
ble to jwenty one Millions Capital, inſtead of tæuenty four Millions II. 1736 7. 

3 fer Capital, which would make their Loſs, by the Payment of yu 
at any Wi four Millions at once, amount to very near 2 and a 2 er 

and Ce. But ſuppoſe they continued obſtinate, let us inquire 

| ſhall phat they would gain by their Obſtinacy. The whole 

in this WY Capital of Old and New Soz74-Sea Annuities remaining at 


{t of 3 per Cent. after Michaelmas come a Twelvemonth, would be 
rn ment WW but e venteen Millions, to the Diſcharge of which we mult 
at that WW fuppoſe the Sinking F und aiterwards wholly and regularly | 
Fund applied; in which Caſe, we muſt ſuppoſe that a Sum of at Ll 
more leait 1, 300,000 J. would be yearly applied to the Diſcharge 1 
r thole MW ind Annihilation of the like Sum of that Capital: There- | 
Cent. bre, ſuppoſe the advanced Price of thoſe Annuities ſhould | | 
that i tie no higher than it is at preſent, it will appear by Cal- 
y- Sab culation, that upon the very firſt Payment, which would be 
and tie nt Michaelmas 1739, every one of the Proprietors of this 


tants atl 
170 this 
Publi 
ney, b 
s HMoule 
4 Year! 


ſwenteen Millions would have above 7 J. per Cent. of this 
dock annihilated, and would thereby loſe 195. 10 J. 55 
it the next Michaelmas following, every ſuch P:uprictor 
would have above 8 per Cent. of his Stock annihilated, and 
would conſequently loſe above 1 per Cent. and this Lois will 
nereaſe yearly, in Proportion as the Sinking-Fund increaies, 
and the Capital to which it is to,be applied diminithes, if the 
advanced Price ſhould continue as high as it is at preſent; 
ad no Man can reaſonably expect the Price of any of our 
Stocks will fall lower than they are at preſent, as long as 


Michael 
ies vil 
le thre a 


with e trace continues, and the Sinking-Fund is regularly applied. 

dl at the From theſe Calculations it muſt appear, Sir, that, if 
Sum a Books were opened for taking in Sublcriptions either in 
ulation BW Annuities or Money, with a Right of Preference to the 
it wou former, a Subſcription of #9 Millions in Money, and the 
, ere tree Millions in Annuities, any Time before next Michael. 
cock an na, with the Money. Subſcriptions that might then be ex- 
bed Puch bedted from the Million to be paid off, would make it the 


which i immediate; Intereſt of all the reſt of the Annuitants to 


would b come in and ſubſcribe their reſpective Annuities at an In- 

eſent a rel of 3 per Cent. for 14 Years irredeemable, rather than 

or" s Los tominue them at 4 per Cent. ſubject to the Trouble and ll 
To nei Les of having a Part of their Capital every Year annihi- I! 
12 of td ted, by means of Payments from the Sinking-Fund. If 
lbb That zbree Millions of Annuities would be immediately : | 
would be ſcribed, I make no Queſtion ; becauſe, even ſuppole | 
ars Ike lings ſtand upon their preſent Footing, every Annuitant 

d in ti nul loſe above a ha/f per Cent. by the yearly Payments 

{cit LN be made; and I am ſure the Trouble of replacing their 

the i Knial Payments is by many thought worth the other half 


Milliu 


d 2 er 
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Anno 10. Geo, per Cent. at leaſt, Then as to the ?wo Millions in Money; 


I1.1736-7. 
n 


Jam confident, that is the leaſt Sum that would be ſub. 
ſcribed, if there ſhould be Occaſion for it; for I am ſure 
the 3 per Cent. Funds could not bear fo high a Premium, 
if there were not a great deal of Money in the Nation 
ready to be lent at that Intereſt 3 but I am in ſome Doubt, 
whether or no there would be Occaſion for accepting of 
any Money-Subſcriptions at all; becauſe every Man may, 
from the general Circumſtances of our Affairs, find Reaſon 
to believe, and I have particular Reaſons to believe, that 
a great Number of our Annuitants are uneaſy in their pre. 
ſent Situation, and would be glad to accept of 3 per Cen. 


if they were aſſured of not being obliged to receive any 
Payment for 14. Years to come; and if one Third of them, 


or any Number above one Third, ſhould readily come in, it 
would make it the immediate Intereſt of all the reſt to 
come in and ſubſcribe ; becauſe they would loſe above 1 jr 
Cent. yearly by the future Payments to be made from the 
Sinking Fund; beſides the Trouble they will be annually 


put to, in receiving and replacing the partial Payments 


which would be made them from that Fund only ; and be- 


fides the Danger they would be in, of having the whole 


ſoon paid them by a large Money-Subſcription. 

From what J have ſaid, Sir, and the eaſy and obvious 
Calculations IJ have made, it is evident, that we may in al 
Probability before Michae/mas next, or very ſoon after, i 


duce the Intereſt upon all the Scuth. Sea Annuities, botil 
New and Old, from 4 to 3 per Cent. Intereſt, without an 
Danger to public Credit, or Breach of public Faith, which 


would make the Sinking-Fand amount from thenceforth tt 
above 1,400,000 J. per Annum, to be applied only toward 


redeeming the Capital of our ſeveral trading Companies 


This would bring every one of them ſo much within od 
Power, that I am convinced we could then get every ont 
of them to accept of 3 per Cent. Intereſt upon any reaſon 
able Terms we had a Mind to propoſe, which would be! 
new Addition to the Sinking- Fund, of above 170, ooo. 
Vear: From which Time the Sinking-Fund would amouni 
to about 1, 600, ooo J. per Annum, and then we might vel 
ture to annihilate above one half of it, by freeing the Ped 
ple from the Taxes upon Coals, Candles, Soap, Leathtr 
and ſuch other Taxes as now lie heavy upon our poor N 
bourers and ManufaQturers, and thereby enhance then 
Wages in every Part of the Kingdom, but eſpecially in the 
City of London; by which the prime Coſt of all our Man! 
factures is fo much enhanced, that it is impoſſible for out 
Merchants to ſell them in foreign Markets ſo cheap, 4 

Manufactures 
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loney, lanufactures of the ſame Kind and Goodneſs are fold by Anno 10. Geo. 
e ſub. Ide Merchants, even of thoſe Countries, where the Intereſt II. 1736-7. 
m ſure Money is as high as it is in this. 

mium, The remaining Part of the Sinking-Fund might then, 

Nation Wir, be applied towards paying off thoſe Annuities and pub- 

Doubt, Nie Debts which now bear an Intereſt of 3 per Cent. only, 

ting of d after that, towards diminiſhing the Capitals of our 

i may, Wereral trading Companies, till the Expiration of the Term 

Reaſon f 14 Years to be granted to the Annuitants 3 at which 

e, that rime the Sinking-Fund would again amount to above a 

ir pre. Ilan yearly, which would be ſufficient for paying them 


Cent. f, and freeing the Nation entirely from all its public 
ve ay ebts, in a ſhort Time; for if the People ſhould be im- 
them, I rediately relieved from Taxes to the nett Amount of 


e in, ioo, ooo J. or a Million per Annum, it would have, I am 

reſt touvinced, ſuch a happy Influence upon all the Branches of .- 
7e 1h Trade and Manufactures, eſpecially if it ſhould be at- „ 
om the ended with the Reduction of the natural Intereſt of Mo- = | 
finally ey between Man and Man, which it neceflarily would, il 
ments et the nett Produce of every one of our remaining Taxes | | 
and be. ald increaſe in proportion to the Increaſe of our Trade; 

whole tereas if our People continue ſubject to all their preſent 


obvious 


| 
ares, and the preſent high Rate of Intereſt continues, it is, | 
tink, evident to a Demonſtration, that our Trade and Ma- | 
| 

| 


y in aliQures muſt yearly decreaſe, and conſequently the Number 
frer, our People will be diminiſhed yearly, and the Rents of all 
s, bot Land Eſtates will fink gradually, from whence muſt ne- 
out ay rily enſue a gradual Decreaſe in the. Produce of every 
„ Whichhe of our preſent Taxes; and when the People in general 
forth tene to feel theſe melancholy Effects, I am afraid, all Re- 


toward for public Credit and national Faith will then be 


mpanies allowed up in the Ruins of the Public, and Salus Populi 
hin uf ſeprema Lex will become the general and the only Cry. 
very 00088 lam very ſenſible, Sir, that the ReduQion of Intereſt 
7 realonlidon all public Securities, from 4 to 3 per Cent. will fall 


uld be iy upon, and will be grievouſly felt by thoſe who have 


000 /. Wt imall Capitals, and who have nothing elle to truſt to 

amour a Subfiftence, but that Annuity or Intereſt they have 

ght vel en our public Funds. I have as great a Compaſſion for 

the eo ſuch Perſons as any Gentleman of this Houſe can, or 

Leathefebt to have; for there can hardly be any public Miſchief 

poor LY what muſt contribute to the Advantage, perhaps to the il 
ce thell iltence, of ſome private Men; nor can there be any il 
yin tach ealure taken for the public Benefit but what may be at- i 
ir Manußz ended with a Loſs to ſome private Men. But when we 

for due conſidering what may tend to the Good of the Nation 


1Cap, a0 


22254 n general, we mult lay aſide all Compaſſion for particular 
1factur | | 


Perſons, 
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de enabled to take every poſſible Method to raiſe Money for Auno 10. Ges. 
ducing the Intereſt of the public Funds, or paying off II. 1736-7. | 
tioſe who will not accept of a leſs Intereſt than they havTe, i! 
xt preſent, I think Books of Subſcription ſhouid likewiſe be Ps if 
pened for the Sale of Annuities for Terms of Tears to all | | | 
borts of Perſons, or for Life to ſuch Perſons as are not 
reigners, "nor under the Age of 44 or 45, at ſuch 
Rates as this Houſe ſhall deem reaſonable, ſuppoſing the Il 
Rate of Intereſt not to be above 3 per Cent. As the Cir- 
umſtances, Humours, and Inclinations of Mankind are 


zzrious and very different, there may be ſome Perſons who 


© Al 
a et 
ent. in 
accep 
) accept 


t in the 
s great 
he moſt 


conti od chuſe to purchaſe ſuch Annuities, rather than to lend 
, erer eir Money at 3 per Cent. therefore the Public would cer- 
1 fort ny rea p ſome Benefit from this Alternative; and a great 
and b rany of thoſe Annuitants who have but ſmall Capitals, 


you 
>CCRUlng 


nd are too far advanced in Years, for engaging in any 


2 of lu ert of Trade of Buſineſs, would have an Opportunity cf 
l2/man{WMcreafing, inſtead of diminiſhing their preſent yearly In- 

2 uteri eme. 5 

Who cal have now, Sir, explained, as fully as I am able, the 
; h01dercheme I have thought of for an immediate Reduction of 
me fou nereſt upon all the S- Sea Annuities, and I have given 
al Capi he my Reaſons for thinking it practicable ; but ſuppoſe 
ence, 1 ſhould be diſappointed ; ſuppoſe that, upon opening ſuch 


hem wil_lWoks of Subſcription as I have mentioned, no Man ſhould 


ito ſom ne in to ſubſcribe either Stock or Money at an Intereſt 
the N; per Cent. what Harm can enſue either to the Public 
d for eur to any private Man? The Annuitants will remain upon 
ec to e fame Footing they were on before this Propoſition was 
conti entioned, or the Scheme attempted;: They will continue 
ally 00 enjoy their 4 per Cent. Intereſt till the Parliament can 


[ axes, à 
of Li 
they ar 


ay them off; and if it be an Advantage not to be ſoon 
pad off, the Price of their Annuities will rather riſe than 
ll, upon its being made apparent to the World, by an 


at by to periment, that the Parliament has no Way of paying 
or tuen off but by the regular Application of the Sinking- 
zes l e. Then as to the Public, I cannot ſo much as ſuggeſt 
ght ate 0 myſelf any Prejudice that can enſue from the total Miſ- 
oa bring of this Scheme; for ſurely no Man can have the 
* {ha 


Norſe Opinion of our Management, on account of our en- 
fevouring to borrow Money at 3 per Cent. in order to pay 
Ii thoſe Debts for which we Pay 43 but on the contrary, 
f ve ſhould make no ſuch Attempt, when there is ſuch a 
tobability of our meeting at leaſt with ſome Succeſs, it 
wy in my Opinion, make the whole World conceive a 
d Opinion of our Conduct, which can no Way add to 
r Credit; and it will make the whole Nation believe, 
| „„ that 
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and an enraged People have ſeldom any great Regard e 


fay or think; for I ſhall always direct my Conduct in thi 


an Intereſt in, and may, I hope, be ſuppoſed to have à Re 


, 
that the Intereſt of the public Creditors in particular hal 
got, by ſome unjuſtifiable Means, a greater Influence in thi 
Houſe, than the Intereſt of the Nation in general: If {yr 
an Opinion ſhould prevail, the Conſequences might b 
fatal to the Principal as well as the Intereſt of our public 
Debts ; for from ſuch an Opinion the People would na 
turally conclude, that they muſt for ever be loaded vit 
heavy Taxes, in order that the public Creditors might en 
Joy a high Intereſt, and that either the Nation or the pu 
lic Creditors muſt be utterly undone. In ſuch a Dil: 
ma it is eaſy to ſee which Side the People would chuſe 


edit. 
Vn, I 
ole. it. 
0 pay e 
udlic, 
ther to public Credit or public Faith. | 

This is a Conſequence, Sir, which I dread to mention + 
which I dread to think of; but it is a Confequence, which bini, 
in my Opinion, is unavoidable, unleſs ſome Meaſures b 
ſpeedily taken for reducing the Intereſt, and for caſing ti 
People of ſome of thoſe heavy Taxes of which they hay 
ſo long in vain complained. There are many of the put 
lic Creditors, I know, who ſeem highly diſpleaſed with m: 
for making any Sort of Propoſition towards reducing ti 
Intereſt payable upon any of the public Funds; but I ca 
with the utmoſt Sincerity declare, that my turning m 
Thoughts this Way, proceeded from a Regard for them, 
well as from a Regard for my Country; and if the Schem 
I have now propoſed, or ſome ſuch a one, be not ſpeedi 
put in Execution, I am fully convinced they will in a 
Years have Reaſon to wiſh my Scheme had met with due 
ceſs, and will then acknowledge their being obliged tom 
for having endeavoured to prevent their impending Rull 
At preſent I am very eaſy about what ſome of them mi 


| wh *7 


ning 
La fe 
moſt a 
arliam 
Meme 
hat cert 
aufble 
To re 
ur pub! 
tue 8 
„ by a 
&, Sir 
IMNVvate | 
ls Eſtat 
bo ſho! 
reſt pa 
dlive b 
Nd clea 
Won 
Fleve, 
lent 81 
Mainly 
Ne of t 
Mich h 
YU Ma 
ton; | 
Vier, b. 
ace it, 
ou. 1 
exo, 
Ip d! 
lat th 
OL, 


Houſe by that which, in my own Conſcience, I think qu 
and right, without any Regard to the falſe Glofles wiuc 
ſome People, from ſelfiſh Motives, or miſtaken Notion 
may put upon it. Truth will always at laſt appear in l 
full Splendor; and as I am convinced what I have now es 
plained to you, will contribute towards the Good of ti 
Public, and conſequently towards the true Intereſt of fh 
Creditors of the Public, at leaſt of ſuch of them as ® 
Natives of Great Britain, and for that Reaſon muſt hai 


gard for, every Thing that can contribute to the HappF 

of Great Britain; therefore I ſhall conclude with making 

you this Motion, That, &c. : 
To this it was anſwered in Subſtance as follows, © 


81 
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Har ha 81 R, Anno 10. Geo, 


in thi am extremely ſorry to find myſelf under a Neceſſit y of II. 17367. 
If ful i the Scheme now laid before you. I am perſuaded | 
ight h ourable Gentleman would neither have thought of Alderman 

r publiſ r pr 0poſel it, if he had not imagined it would contri- Heathcote, 
uld nai: 2510 to the Good of tbe Public, and the Good of the Peter Burrel, 
ed nig core; but as I think it will tend to the Prejudice of EH; 

1ght en, am therefore, for the ſame Reaſons, obliged to op- Mr. Holden, 
the pub: it. 1 with with all my Heart we were in a Condition Sr Charles 
Dil pas ©, hononrably and fairly, all the Debts due by the Wager, 

| chule wic, and to give the People an immediate Relief from all General 
gard eie taxes which are appropriated to the Payment of Wade, 


cial and Intereſt; but as it is impoſſible to do this at Mi. Ogle. 
de, as theie is no Way of paying off our Debts, or Hor pe, 
bolldlog our Taxes, but by Degrees, by Means of the M. Knight, 
nking Fund; and as this is a certain Way of paying off, 


mention 
„ Whic 
aſures b 


aſing tra {cw Years, all our Debts, and freeing the People from 
hey ha not all! thoſe Taxes, which have been made perpetual by 
the pu riment, I ſhall always be fearful of coming into any 
with maWcicme which may diſturb, and perhaps entirely diſappoint 
ucing ier certain and regular Method we are now in, whatever 
but 1 ca zunble Appearances it may have at firſt View. 

ning i To reduce the Intereſt payable upon all, or any Part of 
them, r public Debts, and thereby to add to the vearly Produce 


e Schem 
t ſpeedi 
in ak 


I the Sinking Fund, or to enable us to annihilate a Part of 
„by aboliſhing ſome of our moſt heavy Taxes, is a Pro- 
ff, Sir, which at firſt View ſeems mighty alluring, In 


with oui@ivite Life, a Gentleman who had a large Mortgage upon 
red to M Eſtate, would think himſelf highly obliged to a Man 
ng Run ſhould offer to put him in a Way of reducing the In- 
nem maß el payable upon that Mortgage, in order to enable him 
& in ti live better than he did before, or to pay off the Mortgage, 
think ue clear his Eſtate ſooner than he could otherwiſe do; but 
les wh, won examining this Project, he ſhould find Reaſon to 
Notion Flere, he might be diſappointed as to the raiſing of a ſuf- 
ear in ent Sum at a leſs Intereſt, and that the Attempt would 
2 now en rainly exaſperate all his old Creditors, and excite every 
od of tie of them to file Bills of Forecloſure againſt him, by 
eſt of U ich his Eſtate might be brought to immediate Sale at a 


m as 7 Market, and he and his Family brought to utter Per- 


muſt ha len; he might, perhaps, thank his Friend for his kind 
Jave a fe ler, but ſurely he would be a Madman, if he ſhould em- 
Happinc ce it, or openly attempt to carry the Project into Execu- 
u make. This J take to be our Caſe at preſent ; but before I 


Meyour to ſhew the Probability, or the Danger of our 
My diſappointed, I ſhall beg Leave to confi ter a little 
at the Hon. Gentleman has ſaid about the Iutereſt of 
Sor. IV. Ee e Money 
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Money, and the Influence it has upon our Trade, Manu. 


ro 
factures, and Navigation, and upon the Improvement ef 0 
our Land Eſtates. | of L 
I ſhall agree with him, Sir, That in a Country where the WI tte | 
Intereſt of Money is at too high a Rate, there can be lit Com: 
tie or no Trade, or Improvement of Land; becauſe it h that « 
a certain Sign, there is little or no Money in that Coun-Wi ; th 
try; and without Money no Sort of Trade can be carried il ye v 
on, nor any Land Improvements made: But, I hope, i nade 
will likew:je be granted, that the Intereſt of Money may war 
be too low as well as too high; for thoſe who have more broke 
Money than they can employ in any Trade or Buſineſs, aud er 
ought to be allowed to make ſome Profit by lending it; in r 7 
order to tempt them not to hoard, or to hide their Talent de v 
in the Earth, but to lend them to thoſe who can employer E 
them to Advantage in ſome Sort of Trade or Buſineſs; and which 
the Hopes of getting a moderate Intereſt or Profit ſor Mo yy; 7 
ney, will always be a great Incitement to Men of all Ran: «er 5 
and Conditions, to get and to fave as much as they can creſt 
What do Men engage in Trade for? What do they toil aud contin 
fatigue, and ſave for, during the greateſt Part of thei inyn 
Lives, but to provide a comfortable and eaſy Subſiſtence ani gegor 
Relief for the Infirmities of old Age? And after they hq yi... 
done ſo, what do they continue their Toil and their Saving do not 
for, but to ſatisfy their Ambition by eſtabliſhing and euro" hute 
ing their Families? If they could make little or no Uſe ol perity 
their Money after they have got it and ſaved it, no MW... f. 
would toil, no Man would carry on any Trade or Manu Proof, 
facture farther than was abſolutely neceſſary for his da boris 
and immediate Subſiſtence. Therefore to encourage MW ceafin 
to engage in Trade, or to lend their Money to tholr iN For 
will, to encourage Men to get and to fave Money, it 1 2h. 
ſolutely neceſſary to leave them in a Condition of recep ſon 
ſome Profit or Beneſit from their Money after they have 2 Time 
it and ſaved it; and this Profit muſt be great or {mall 40 tey ha 
cording to the Circumſtances of the Country Where 1 this pr 
are, and according to the Humour and Inclinations oft DON 
People, among whom that Profit is to be ſettled or reg nar beriod 
A very low Rate of Intereſt for Money, Sir, 15 lo ; of Jan 
from being the Origin or firſt Cauſe of a flouriſhing Trade Was bu 
that a flouriſhing Trade is always the Cauſe of a 10W Us Declin 
of Intereit ; and in every Country, their Trade mull 10 mini; 
flouriſhed for ſome conſiderable Time before the Rate lg, ha 
Intereſt in that Country can be brought very low. ihe b 
firſt Origin of "Trade in every Country is owing 0 Theref 
regulated Conſtitution, and a prudent Adminiſtration. "the 
public Affairs, which Advantages may be very muc” © ll Yes 
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proved by concurring Accidents. In this Country, before Ss 16: 
the Reign of Henry VII. tho' our Conſtitution had a Face II. ; 


of Liberty, yet that Liberty was almoſt entirely confined to 
the noble and great Families, under whom molt of the 


Commons lived in a Sort of Bondage or Dependance; ſo 


that our Conſtitution, tho” free, was not very well adapted 
to the Encouragement of Trade; and the continual Wars 


we were engaged in from the Conquelt till that Time, 
made the Spirit of the Nation run more upon the Arts of 
War than of Peace; but that wiſe King having very much 
broke the Power and the Influence of our noble Families, 
and eſtabliſhed the Rights and Privileges of the Commons, 
cur Trade began even in his Reign to rear its Head ; and 
tie wife and long Reign of Q. E/zzaberh eſtabliſhed what 
her Father and Grandfather had begun; for in her Reign, 
Fhich upon this Occaſion ought to be particularly remarked, 
our Trade flouriſhed more, and increaſed faſter, than ir 
erer did in any the like Period before or ſince, tho' the In- 
reſt of Money was then at 10 per Cent. at which Rate it 
continued till the 21ſt of James I. when it was brought 
down to 8; and at that Rate it continued till after the 
Reſtoration, when it was reduced to 6 per Cent. from 
whence *tis plain the Eſtabliſhment and Proiperity of Trade 
do not proceed from a low Rate of Intereſt, but that a low 
Rate of Intereſt proceeds from the Eſlabliſhment ang Proi- 
perity of Trade; and the common Rate of Intereſt having 
ter ſince been upon the Decline, is to me a convincing 
Proof, that our Trade has been ever lince that Time in a 
louriſhing Condition, and increaſing daily rather than de- 

eaſing, 5 | 
For this Reaſon, Sir, I muſt think ita little odd to hear 
ome Gentlemen pretend, our Trade is now, and has been 
br ſome Years, in a declining State, and yet at the ſame 
Time inſiſt, that within theſe 10 Years the Intereſt of Mo- 
ity has ſunk from 4 to 3 per Cent. for I mult obſerve that 
lis pretended Fall of Intereſt is greater in Proportion than 
What happened in that long and for the mot Part happy 
eriod of Time, from the 37th of Henry VIII. to tne 21ſt 
af James I. the former being one fourth, Whereas the latter 
Ws but one hb. Surely if our Trade had been upon the 
line, our national Stock of ready Money would have 
Wninifhed in Proportion; and if our Stock of ready Mo- 
ty had been diminiſhed, the certain Coaſequence would 
We been, an Increaſe of the natural Intereit of Money. 
terefore, either our Trade is in a flouriſhing Condition, 
er the natural Intereſt of Money muſt be higher than it was 
0 Years ago. If our Trade be in a flouriſhing Condition, 
E 2% 


1736 7. 
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Anno 10. Geo, it would be dangerous, and conſequently imprudent, « | 
736-7, take any new Meaſure for rendering it more Aowrifhing, 


WY jeſt that new Meaſure ſhould have a contrary 


11. 
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if the natural Intereſt of Money bs bigher ani »1 
10 Years ago, it will be impoſſible for us to reduse the 
tereſt payable upon any of the public Funds, unt nd 
or Compulſion; neither of which we can mile ny of 
without a Breach of National Honour and Paric. uni; 
Faith. 

But I am convinced, Sir, our Trade is ſtill in a fe 


ing Condition, and I am of Opinion a further jig 


of Intereſt, unleſs the Circumitances of the Natien d 
very much alter, will tend towards a therouge e, 
rather than Improvement of that Condition. he it 
Rate of Intereſt is ſo low, it can no way injure o {| 
for in this Country, as well as every other, mo: i 
chearfully engage in and carry on any Branch of 2 
if they can make but 1 or 2 per Cent. nett Profit ar 
Money in that Trade, more than they can mans: ? 7 
their Money out at Intereſt. We are not o 5 
People put a higher Value upon their Labour ir 


Trouble in this Country, than they do in Holland, . 


the Rate of Intereſt is higher here than there; it ther? 18 
any Difference, it muſt proceed from the different 1\.ture 
of the People, and not from the Difference of {nicrelt 
and as the Difference of Intereſt is not above 1 per Cent. 


3. can give them no Advantage in Trade, at leait not ſuch 


n Advantage as can be equal to the many Advantages Ws 
have in other Reſpects over them. 

I am therefore of Opinion, Sir, that our preſent Rate ol 
Intereſt can no Way injure our Trade; but, on the contra 
ry, that it is no more than what ſeems neceſſary in tis 
Kingdom, for prompting .our People to engage in Trade 
and to be induſtrious; becauſe by ſo doing they may pro 
bably get ſuch a Sum of Money as may, by being laid oll 
at Intereſt, afford them a comfortable Subſiſtence, when the 
are old and paſt their Labour; which is what very fe 


could expect, if the Intereſt of Money were much lowly 


than it is at preſent; and if a Man ſhould in his Tout 
deſpair of ever being able to provide a comfortable Sub 
ſillence for old Age, he would never think of ſaving, be 
would think only of getting as much as was neceſlary fo 
his daily Subſiſtence, and would never engage either in L 
bour or Trade further than he found ablolutely neceffar 
for that Purpoſe, according to the frugal or extravagi 
Manner he chole to live in. | 


Jo this I mult add another Conſideration, for lern 
| | chat 


1 I * : . 
tor wh3 > is 


that t 


great 
and | 
the J 
later 
or thi 
they « 


bos | 


both « 
led a 
the C. 
the Pe 
Fro 
Lowe! 
rehc12 
Opinic 
Locke \ 
the Lc 
per ( 
1691, 
the G0 
Expen 
Wink 
Works 
been n 
age t] 
tlity | 
called: 
Wy be 
have 
Humot 
In F 
b Mon 
Riches 
mon 
Trade ; 
ly in 
S his | 
Extray: 
edge 
agant 
borrow: 
Wits Co 
Ie the 
ſowers, 
rave 


rich + 
ech 
there 18 
Nature 
[nierell 
fer Cent. 
not ſuch 
tages We 


t Rate 00 
he contra 
y In this 
in Trade 
may pro 
g jaid ou 
when the 
very te 


auch lowly 


his Youtl 
cable Sub 
ſaving, M6 
-ceflary fo 
ther in La 
7 neceſtar 
xtravagal 


chat 


( 405) 


that the Intereſt of Money may be too low, and that is, the Ando 10. Coo: 
great Encouragement which is thereby given to Luxury II 


and Extravagance ; for as too high an Intereſt encourages 
the Luxury and Extravagance of the Lender, too low ar 
latereſt will always encourage the Luxury and Extravagance 
of thoſe who have either Credit or Pledge upon which 
they can borrow. Therefore, I mult think it is not a ver 


Win Intereit, but a moderate Intereſt, that is the Parent 


both of Induſtry and Frugality; and what ought to be cal- 
led a moderate Interelt in any Country, mult depend upon 
the Circumſtances, the Humours, and the Inciinations of 
the People. no | 

From theſe Confiderations J am of Opinion, that the 
Lowering of Intereſt would be hurtful inftead of being be- 
defcial to our Trade; and I may, I think, declare my 
Opinion the more boldly, becauſe, I find, the famous Mr. 


licie was of the ſame Opinion, and was therefore againſt _ 


tie Lowering of Intereit in his Time, tho! it was then at 
er Cent, For a Project having been offered, in the Year 
1691, for reducing the national Intereſt, in order to enable 
lie Government to borrow Money at an eaſter Rate for the 
Lxpences of the War, that great Man wrote a Pamphlet 
panſt it, which is ſtill extant, and reprinted with his other 
Works. But as the low Rate of Intereſt in Holland has 
been much inſiſted on, and repreſented as a great Advan- 
age they have over us in Trade, it lays me under a Ne- 
ellity of conſidering the Difference between what may be 
alled a moderate Intereſt in one Country, and that which 


Way be called a moderate Intereſt in another; Which, as 


| have ſaid, depends not only on the Circumſtances, but the 
tumours and Inclinations of the People. | 
In Holland they have little or no Land, their chief Fund 
Money; and as their rich Men have little or no other 
Riches but Money, there can be few or no Borrowers 
mong them, but ſuch as have a Mind to employ it in 
rade; for a rich extravagant Man, whole Riches conſiſt 
ny in Money, can have no Occaſion to borrow ; as long 
s his Money laſts, he makes uſe of it for ſupplying his 
Kravagance, and when his Money is gone, he has neither 
edge nor Credit whereon to borrow ; therefore no extra- 
gant Men can be Borrowers in Holland, and a Man who 
Prrows Money to be employed in Trade, neither can nor 
ll give a high Intereſt for it. On the other hand, in 
Is Country, our chief Fund is Land, which muſt always 
& the Occaſion of our having a great Number of Bor- 
"ers, who borrow Money only for ſupplying their own 
travagance, or for attoning for the Extravagance of their 
| Anceltors ; 


1.14730 7. 
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Anno 10. Geo, Anceſtors; for every landed Man who 1s extravagant, ot WI” leal 
II. 1736-7. who ſucceeds to an extravagant Anceſtor, is long 2 Bax. | from 
rover, and perhaps for large Sums, before he becomes a our x 


Seller. From hence we may ſee, that the natural Intereſ Peopl 
of Money in this Kingdom muſt always exceed that in Alacr! 
Holland, till ſach Time as the total Value of our Mo. Wo 2 5 
ney Eſtates exceeds the total Value of our Land Eſtates, theref 
as far as the former exceeds the latter in Holland. There. las gi 
fore, from this Difference in our Circumſtances, 4 ver thote 
Cent. may be a very moderate Rate of Intereit in chis WY P's i 
Kingdom, and yet 3 per Cent. may be an extravagant Rate As 
in Holland. 7 t laid 

Then, Sir, as to the Humours and Inclinations of tie de In 
People, it mult be granted, that our People neither do, nor Count 
can live fo penuriouſly, as the Generality of tie People of Me 
Holland do; therefore a Dutchman may live, as he may nuch 
think, comfortably upon 3 per Cent. for his Money, whereas Inde 
no Man of this Country would propoſe to live upon ſfucha fe 
Sum, unleſs he could have 4 per Cent. for it at leaſt. For] bourer 


this Reaſon an Intereſt of 3 per Cext. in Holland may be ny Pe 
ſufficient for prompting their People to engage in Trade, cheap 
aud to get and fave as much as they can by their Induſiry, Mn be 
in order to provide for old Age and Infirmities; and yet 4 the Ea 
ter Cent, may be the leaft that is neceſſary for the fame! Expor 
Purpoſes, with reſpect to the People of this Country. * 

e in t 


And with regard to thoſe who are apt to borrow, in ordet | 
to fupply their Extravagancies, I have already fhewt Vari 
there can be few or none ſuch in Holland; therefore, wil lfture 
them there is in this way no Danger to be appre-] tle Me 
hended from the Lowneſs of their Intereſt; but in th. 


Country, we have in this way a great deal to appit} le e 
hend, if we ſhould ever reduce our Intereſt too 1oW.| Care 4 
Thus it muſt appear, that if Lowneſs of Intereſt be an rerul 
Advantage in Trade, it is a natural Advantage the DL bo 5 
have from the Circumſtances of their Country, and . kei 
from the Nature of their People; and that it is an Ad- $4] 
vantage we cannot take from them, without doing our \ the 
ſelves an Injury of a worſe Conſequence in another Way ; Now 
but for this very Reaſon we have many Advantages oder A [ 
them, and ſuch as greatly over-balance this one Advantage de) m 
they have of us. From our Lands we have, or may habe, 21 5 
Proviſions ſufficient for all our Workmen, and almoſt 4 E Pal 
the Materials neceſſary for any Sort of Manufacture. from! A abg 
the firlt Production of Nature to the utmoſt Perfection 7 
Art; whereas they have within themſelves neither the N ” N 
Materials for any Manufacture, nor Proviſions for an 24 


heir Workmen, fo that both mult come dearer to them, i 
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x leaſt the Freight, and other Charges of tranſporting them Ane 19. Ces. | 


* 


nt, ok 

1 Bor. (tom one Country to another: And from the Natute of II. 1736-7 | 
me: | bor People, we have likewiſe an Advantage; for as our A 

—_ eople live better, they work with greater Spirit, and more 

baten Alacrity than their People can do, and, conſequently, muſt 


Mo. o a great deal of more Work in a Day's Time. Let us, 
therefore, think of improving thoſe Advantages Nature 
has given us; for if we neglect them, in order to catch at 
thoſe which Nature has given to others, we ſhall loſe the 
Bird in Hand, by endeavouring to catch at that in the Buſh. 

As to our Neighbours the French, Lam ſurprized to hear 
it ſaid they have any Advantage over us, with Regard to 
the Intereſt of Money. The legal Rate of Intereſt in that 
Country is as high as it is in this; and the natural Intereſt 
of Money, at leaſt upon their public Securities, is, I am ſure, 
noch higher. Nor have they any natural Advantage in 
Trade over us worth mentioning, except that of the frugal 


Iltates, 
There. 

4 per 
in this 
nt Rate 


of the 
do, nor 
ople ol 
1e may 
whereas 


n fuck a ud penurious Temper of their People, eſpecially their La. 
K. Fol bourers and Manufacturers, for the Freight of a Ship from 
may be ay Port in Exgland to Spain or Turkey, is very near as 
Trade, cheap as from any Port of France, at leaſt the Difference 
duft, Men have no Influence upon a rich Cargo; and if it could, 
\d yer 4| the Expence of carrying their Goods to their Port for 
he fame! Lxport, is generally much higher in France than in England, 
Country. Which will more than atone for any Difference there may 
in ordet i in the Freight: And for the ſame Reaſon a Quantity of 
y ſhewn deri Wool may always come cheaper to the Manu— 
re, wit fidurer in England, than the ſame Quantity can come to 
e appre- tie Manufacturer in France. But then, as to the Advan- 


- in tas ses we have over them, they are innumerable, and the 


o apple ö Nas 5 

too low. Aar and Diligence, make inſurmountable; for the more 
{ be an 3 and diligent we are in preventing its Exportation, 
he Dutt e greater the Riſk of exporting it will be, and the greater 


try, aol ie Riſk, the higher its Price will be in France; ſo that at 
"5 * may raiſe its Price ſo high, as tg make it impoſlible 
oing our Zong ManufaCturers to work it up $:ch any Advantage, 

| ow, Sir, with Regard to our Taxes, as I have ſaid be- 
ne, I wiſh we could immediately get free of them, but 


ier Way; 


iges 0: i 

Idvantage muſt all be continued, or our Debts muſt remain un- 
nay have, . the more of them we aboliſh, before all our Debts 
almoſt all E paid, the longer we muit remain under thoſe that are 
ure, from 3 i I do not know but ſome of the Materials 
feion 0 anufacture, and ſome of the Proviſions neceſſary for 
either the My may, by Means of our Taxes, be rendered dearer 
or any of . they would otherwiſe be. However, it cannot be ſaid, 
) them, b deither the Dutch or the French have in this the Ad- 
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Ann 10. Geo. vantage of us; for in both theſe pang ”y_ FOO Fer 
II. 17367. as numerous and as heavy as they are in this, os in Seiten, per ( 
*tis certain, the Method of collecting them is much ore ha 
SF Y NY grievous; therefore, if Proviſions, Wages, or Labcur, be Thei 
dearer in this Country than in France or MG, it muſt Vr 
proceed from there being a greater Plenty of Money in the k 
this Country than in either of the other two : This, ] be. oy 
lieve, ie rcaily the Caſe, with reſpect to all the Jeunes . 
near London; and as for our remote Counties, [ believe, Time 
Proviſions, Wages, and Labour, are as cheap in thern hd Toy 
any Part of France, and much cheaper than in any Part of Uon⸗ 
the United Provinces, From all which, I muſt conciude, Fhate 
that neither the Dutch nor the French have any Advantage of fa 
of us in Trade; but on the contrary, that we have, upon it afte 
the Balance, a great Advantage of both; and ern hende nan 
as well as from the preſent low Rate of Intereſt, I think l Le” 
have Reaſon to believe our Trade is now as extenſive 2 bo, 
ever it was; tho” it neither does nor can now increaſe ſo lager 
fait as it did in its Infancy, nor can the Profits from any Bl fn 
Branch of Trade be now ſo great as when that Channel ory 
was firſt opened. It is not now, indeed, fo eaſy, for a 78 err 
to get into a Method of growing rich, or to heap up ye . 
ſo faſt, by Trade, as it was 50 or a 100 Vears ago ; out * 3 
proceeds from the Nature and certain N lan 
Things, and not from any Decay of Trade; yet t r ioebts, 
believe, the chief Ground of all our Complaints, . 1 
ſole Reaſon moſt People have for imagining our Trade in CET 
ceneral to be upon the Decline. 1 for ir 
I hope, Sir, I have now made it appear, that the p bon 
ſent low Rate of Intereſt can have no bad Influence upo ; Wl <xicnd 
our Trade, and that therefore it would be imprudent - 1 
dangerous for us to take any extraordinary Mn dee Si 
reducing it, but that we ought to let Things go in 9 preſent 
natural and preſent Courſe, till the total Value of one or that al 
ney'd Eſtates has begun to exceed that of our Lan- 83 N Wl Dittrer 
then I make no Doubt but the Intereſt of Money, ufo, ker rig 
Sorts of Securities, will fall of itſelf, and without our 8. Wl ther 
any extraordinary Meaſures to enforce it. I ſhall ; de 
examine what Effect a Reduction of Intereſt would dank Part ad 
our Lands; and here I muſt obſerve, our Landed Gau 3 
r2en are extremely miſtaken, if they think the oy = Our De 
their Lands will always rife in Proportion to the Fa 1 i De) 
Intereſt. If Land ſells for 20 Years Purchaſe when N | weſene 
is at 5 per Cent. he would find himſelf very far out , 4 l ha 
Calculation, who ſhould imagine that if Intereſt ont” Pretend 
reduced to 1 per Cent. he might get 100 Years E have {þ 


= d 
for his Land: But ſuppoſe he did, what the better * Vol 
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he be? For if he ſold his Eſtate, he would then become à Ano 10. Geo. 


money'd Man, and the 100 Years Purchaſe in Money at 1 II. 


fer Cent. would produce no more than the 20 Years Pur- AK 


chaſe would have produced when Money was at 5 per Cent. 
Then as to the Improvement of a Land Eſtate, if Money 
ſhould become ſo plenty as to yield but 1 per Cent. Intereſt, 
the Price of Labour, and all Sorts of Materials proper or 
neceſſary for Improvement, would riſe in Proportion; ſo 
that any Improvement of an Eſtate would then coſt Ave 
Times as much as when Money bore an Intereſt of 5 per 
Cent. from whence we mult conclude, that a low Intereſt of 
Money can no way contribute to the improving of any 
Eſtate 3 and as no Man would toil or labour for the Sake 
of ſaving any Money, if he could get little or nothing by 
it after he had ſaved it, we cannot ſuppoſe, that any Gentle- 
man or Farmer would get Hands enow to aſſiſt him in any 
ſuch Improvement; ſo that the Reducing of Intereſt too 
low, would, in my Opinion, rather prevent than encourage 
Improvements of every Kind. 3 . 
Thus it appears, Sir, that a further Reduction of In- 
tereſt, till the Circumſtances of the Nation, and the Hu- 
mours of the People, be very much altered, would neither 
tend to the Increaſe of our Trade, nor to the Improve- 
ment of our Lands, but might probably contribute to the 
Ruin of both. And as to the more ſpeedy Payment of our 
Debts, the Difference is not ſo great as ought to induce us 
tb run a Riſk of diſabling ourſelves from ever paying any 
Part of our Debts, in order to pay them off a little ſooner ; 
br if we ſhould annihilate no Part of the Sinking-Fund 
upon the Reduction of Intereſt propoſed, ſuppoſing it to 
extend to the whole of our Debts, it would be near 22 
Years before we could piy off all our Debts, by means of 
the Sinking-Fund ſo increaſed ; and as our Affairs ſtand at 
preſent, we can pay them all off in leſs than 25 Years ; ſo 
that all we get by bringing ſo many Families into great 
Diſtreſs, and running the Riſk of loſing our Trade, 1s to 
pet rid of our Debts about 3 Years ſooner than we could 
otherwiſe have done. But if we ſhould annihilate any Part 
of the Sinking-Fund, if we ſhould annihilate only that 
Part added to it by the Reduction of Intereſt, it will be 
ery near 27 Years and a half before we can pay off all 
dur Debts ; ſo that we ſhall be 2 Years and a half longer 
in Bebe than we need be, if Things ſtand as they are at 
prelent. — e 
| have now conſidered the public Benefits which, it is 
pretended, would ariſe from a Reduction of Intereſt, and 
ve ſhewn the great Reaſon there is for apprehending 2 
Vor. IV. 1 quite 
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quite contrary Effect; but, Sir, if we conſider the private | 


Diſadvantages and Inconveniencies which muſt neceſſarily 
from thence enſue, they are numerous, and would affect 
Men of every Rank and Degree. 


ſoon be undone, or their younger Children, both Sons and 
Daughters, eſpecially the latter, muſt be left in a State of 
Beggary: zoco/. may now be a ſuitable Fortune for the 


younger Son or the Daughter of a noble Family; but if 


Intereſt ſhould be reduced much lower than it is, it would 


hardly enable them to keep Company with their elder | 
Brother's Cook or his Coachman; and to charge a Land 


Eftate with a greater Sum to each of the younger Children, 


would very much encumber the Heir, and might probably 
ruin the Family. Merchants, Shop-keepers, and Trades. 
men, would be in no better Condition; for every Branch of | 


Trade and Buſineſs is already overſtocked, and the Re- 


duction of Intereſt would bring ſuch Numbers of new Ad- 
venturers into Trade, that they would all be ruined by | 
under-felling and under-working one another: Even thoſe 

who might have the good Luck to eſcape the general Ship- | 


wreck, and to get a little Money by the utmoſt Care, In- 


duſtry, and Penuriouſneſs, could never expect to get ſo 


much as would enable them to paſs their old Days in Quiet- 
neſs and Security. Our preſent Sett of Farmers would 


moſtly be turned out of their Farms, and obliged to turn 


Cottagers ; becauſe our Farms, upon the Expiration of the 
preſent Leaſes, would moſtly be let to Gentlemen's younger 


Sons, or Perſons of much greater Stock or Fortune than 


our preſent Farmers are poſſeſſed of. But the mot unfor- 


tunate of all would be our Widows and Orphans, who now 


have their Money in the Funds, or upon Land Security, 


and have nothing elſe to truſt to for a Subſiſtence, but the 
Intereſt payable yearly or half yearly upon that Money: 
Svoch Perſons could not engage in Trade, or turn their Mo. 
ney to any other Uſe ; becauſe Orphans cannot raiſe it tilt | 


they come of Age, and Widows generally have the Intereſt 
only ſettled upon them during their Lives: Nay, they could 


not ſo much as take the Benefit of that hard Alternative 
propoſed to be offered, of purchaſing Annuities for Term of 
In ſhort, Sir, it would, in my Opinion, 


Years or Lite. 


bring ſuch a Deluge of Diſtreſs upon all Ranks of People, 


that the Conſequences might be fatal to our preſent happY | 


Eſtabliſhment and Conſtitution ; ſo that if we are not move 
with Compaſſion for the Diſtreſſes of others, we ougit 


at leaſt to have a Regard for ourſelves and our own 
Families, 


The Landed Gentle. | 
men, and all our noble and great Families, would either | 
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But in particular, Sir, I muſt take Notice o N | 
Prejudice this Scheme would do to the Landlord Fm 4525 ae 
the Shop-keepers, the Tradeſmen, and al! Perſons CON 1 
cerned in the Retail Trade, within the Cities of London and 
Meſeminſter, and the Counties next adjacent. Many of our 
Stockholders and Annuitante, being rendered unable to live 
in or near the City of London, would, of courſe, retire to 
the remote and cheap Counties; by which Means their 
Houſes would be left empty in the Hands of their reſpective 
Landlords, and the Butchers, Bakers, Chandlers of all 
dorts, Grocers, and other Tradeſmen and Shop-keepers 
they uſed to deal with, would for ever loſe their Cuſtom. 
Even thoſe Stockholders and Annuitants who might con- 
unue in London, or near to it, would every one be obliged 
to contract their Expence, which would be an additional 
Loſs to the Shop-keepers and Tradeſmen in Londen and 
Weſtminſter, and the Counties adjacent; and this double 
Loſs would likewiſe conſiderably affect the Cuſtom theſe 
Shop-keepers and Tradeſmen have from one another. 
This Conſequence of the Scheme propoſed is ſo obvious, 
tat J muſt ſay I am ſurprized to find it patronized by ſome 
af thoſe Gentlemen who have always ſhewn a particular 
Regard for the Citizens of London. I am ſure they do not 
new it in the ſame Light I do; for if they did, they 
would certainly have been ſo far from patronizing it, that 
they would have oppoſed it to the utmoſt of their Power. 
- Theſe, Sir, are ſome of the Dangers, which I think are 
ily to be apprehended from the Scheme now before us, 
luppoſing it ſhould ſucceed; but I have the Comfort to 
think it would fail in the Execution, tho* every Branch of 
the Legiſlature ſhould agree to it; and I ſhall beg Leave to 
pre you ſome of my Reaſons for thinking ſo ; after which 
bean take the Liberty to ſhew you ſome of the bad Con- 
equences ſuch a fruitleſs Attempt may be attended with. 
But I muſt firſt make an Obſervation upon the two Ends 
Propoſed by the Scheme, which are, that we may the ſooner 
0 rid of our Debts, and immediately relieve the People 
kom ſome of their burdenſome Taxes. Theſe two Ends 
* I confeſs, mighty plauſible, but the Misfortune is, that 
ey are, as I think, abſolutely incompatible. It is im- 
polible to relieve the People from any of the Taxes appro- 
nes tor the Payment of our Debts, without prolonging 
ment ; and tho' our Taxes are certainly very bur- 
25 ome, yet Experience has ſhewn they are not altogether 
—_ Pportable. In this Caſe therefore the firſt Queltion that 
curs is, Whether it be more for the Advantage of the 
Nation in general to continue our Taxes till the Nation 
Ff f 2 | 
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cCurities that are or can be in the Market. 
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be quite ſree, or very near free from Debt, and then aboliſh 
them all at once, which may be done in a ſmall Number 
of Years, if the Sinking-Fund be duly and regularly ap- 
plied? Or whether we ought now to aboliſh ſome of the 


Taxes, which we may do without reducing the Intereſt or 


ruining any of the public Creditors, and thereby leave the 
Nation incumbered with a large Debt for a much longer 
Time? If this were to be a Queſtion, I ſhould, according 


to my preſent Sentiments, be for the firlt Method; becauſe | 


I think it is not only the moſt advantageous to the Nation, 
but the moſt jult with reſpe& to our Creditors. I think it 
is our Buſineſs, before all Things, to rid the Nation of 
Debt; for till then we can never propoſe to act with ſuch 
Vigour as we have formerly done, either in aſſiſting our 
Allies, or avenging ourſelves of our Enemies ; and I cannot 


think it abſolutely juſt, with reſpe& to our Creditors, to 


annihilate any Part of the Sinking-Fund, till they are all 
paid ; becauſe by the expreſs Words of the Law by which 


it was eſtabliſhed, and by many Laws fince that Time, it 


Hands appropriated to the Payment of thoſe Debts which 


were contracted before the Year 1716. This was always 
my Opinion, and was formerly the Opinion of ſome Gen- 
tlemen in this Houſe, who ſeem to be great Lovers of the 


Scheme now before us, and with whom I have generally 
Joined in Opinion ever ſince I have had the Honour to fit 


here; but when they change their Opinion, I ſhall not 


think myſelf any way bound to join with them, unlels 


they give me ſome better Reaſons than J have yet heard, 


for ſuch a Change. 


Now, Sir, to come to my Reaſons for thinking the! 


Scheme impracticable as well as incompatible. There may, 


I grant, be ſome People in this Nation, who are willig 


to lend their Money at 3 per Cent. that there are ſuch 1s 


evident from the Sums that have lately been borrowed at! 
that Intereſt, and the Premium ſuch Securities are fold at; 
but I am convinced, we ſhould find ourſelves vaſtly miſtaken, 
if we ſhould expect to borrow 2 Millions or half à ont dt 
that Intereſt; for with reſpect to the Sums lent for the 


current Supplies, they are lent by ſuch Perſons as cannot lie 
out of their Money for any Term of Vears; and with 
reſpect to the Premium upon 3 per Cent. public Securities 
It proceeds entirely from the ſmall Quantity of ſuch Se 
Thoſe who 
lend upon ſuch Securities are generally Men of vaſt For 
tunes, and who do not intend to be chopping and changing, 
ſo that few or none of them are ever in the Market 


therefore a very ſmall Sum of Money brought to Market, 
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in order to be laid out upon ſuch Securities, raiſes their Ann 10. Ceo. 
Price above Par: Even ſuch a ſmall Sum as 50,0007. II. 1736-7. 
brought to Market at any Time, more than ſufficient to GFW 


purchaſe all that are then to be ſold, would raiſe them to a 
Premium higher than that they are now ſold for ; and being 
once got to a Premium, they muſt continue at it, becauſe 
few or none of thoſe who are poſſeſſed of ſuch Securities, 
are ever under a Neceſſity of Selling. And as for Ea. 
India Bonds, and ſuch like Securities, they are always 
bought up by thoſe who do not think proper to let their 
Wealth be known, or by ſuch as muſt always have thoſe 
decurities which they can turn into Money upon an Hour's 
Warning, From hence we may ſee, Sir, that none of 
thoſe who lend Money for the current Supplies, or who 


become Purchaſers of Bonds at 3 per Cent. would become 


dubſcribers upon this new Scheme; and if you ſhould open 
uch Books as are propoſed, your other Securities at 3 per 
Cent. would ſoon come to fel! under Par; becauſe many of 
tie preſent Proprietors would chuſe to ſell out of the Old, 
in order to become Subſcribers to the New, on account of 
their being made irredeemable for 14 Years ; which would 
bring ſuch a Glut of the Old to Market, as would certainly 
bring them under Par; and this would of courſe put a 


dop to any Man's coming to ſubſcribe for any new Security 


at that Intereſt. 


There may likewiſe be ſome few of the overgrown rich 


annuitants, eſpecially ſach as live ata Diltance from Lonaon, 
ho would rather accept of 3 per Cert. for 14 Years irre- 
deemable, than be at the Trouble of receiving yearly, or 
trery 2 Years, a partial Payment, and replacing that Pay- 
ment in Stock or Annuities; but the Number of ſuch 
Perſons is ſo ſmall, that I am convinced their Subſcriptions 
Would not amount to ha/F a Million. and much leſs to three 
Millions. J am afraid the Hopes Gentlemen have of great 
wbſcriptions in Money and Annuities, are founded chiefly 
upon a wrong Suppoſition. From the Premium given for 
dur 3 per Cent. they ſuppoſe the natural Intereſt of Money 
; now at 3 per Cent. but that this is a Miſtake, is, I think, 
erident from the Price of all our other Funds; for if the 


natural Intereſt of Money were no higher than 3 per Cent. 


our 4 per Cent. Annuities ought to fell at 133 and one 
Ivird; Bank Stock at 183 and one Third; and Eaf! 1:4 
Ig 2. per Cent. which is very far from being the 
ale, wa 
But, Sir, if the natural Intereſt of Money lent upon 
edges of Jewels or Plate, or upon good and undoubted 
ortgages of Land, were at 3 per Cext. we are not from 
thence 


Anno 10. Ges thence to inter, that the natural Intereſt of Mone 
II. 1736-7. all Sorts of public Securities, eſpecially Annuities, could 
A be no higher. Our Annuitants are far from being in ag] 


ſolute Certainty as a Pledge or Mortgage. For which Res. 
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Y upon 
good a Condition as a Pledge of Jewels or Plate, or a 


Mortgage of Lands. If War or any other Accident 
ſhould raiſe the natural Intereſt of Money, a Pledge or Mort. 


gage could inſiſt upon Payment, or a higher Intereſt, other. 


wiſe he would bring his Bill of Forecloſure, and have the 
Pledge or the mortgaged Lands fold, by which Means he 


would certainly recover his Principal and all Arrears cf 


Intereſt, and would then get a higher Interef for i: from 
fome other Borrower. On the other hand, let the natural 


Intereſt of Money rife as high as it will, an Aanuitantl 
can neither inſiſt upon Payment, nor can he bring] 


a Bill of Forecloſure againſt the Public; if he wanted 


his Money, he could recover it no way but by Gele 


at the Market Price, which would certainly, in that Cafe, 
be much below Par; nay, perhaps he might {ind it in. 
poſſible to meet with a Purchaſer, and then he could have 
no other Reſource, but to take his 3 per Cent. while the 
Government remained in a Condition to pay bim; for 
even as to the Payment of his Annuity, he has no ſuch abs 


fon, if Money were now commonly Jent upon Pledges or 
Mortgages at 3 per Cent. we could hardly expect Sub. 
icriptions for Annuities at 3; and, I muſt think it a little ex. 
travagant to expect any ſuch, eſpecially for ſuch a large Sum; 
when 'tis well known, that the common Rate of Intereſt 
upon Pledges or Mortgages is 5 per Cent. and the lowel 4. 

For theſe Reaſons, Sir, I muſt be of Opinion, that 
however plaufible this Scheme may appear in Speculation, 
it will be found impracticable in the Execution; and the 
more ſo, becauſe, it is to be expected, all the money 'd Men 
in the Kingdom will join in Meaſures for preventing is 
taking Effect. And now, Sir, with regard to the Con- 
ſequences of our being diſappointed in, ſuch an Attempt, 
they are various, and may be fatal. I ſhall begin with one 
which, I think, will be certain, whether the Scheme takes 
Effect or not. The very Attempt will make all Foreignetz, 
efpecially the Dutch, draw their Money out of our Func: 
as faſt as they can; for the chief Reaſon any Foreigner hs 
tor truſting his Money in our Funds, is, becauſe he makes 
2 greater Profit of it here than he can do in his own 
Country, upon any Security equally certain and good. 1 
has been allowed, the Dutch may make 3 per Cent of 
their Money at Home; and if we examine into the Lob 
they are at by the partial Payments made upon our F unds, 
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d the Expences they are at for Commiſſion, Poſtage of Auno 10. Ges: 
Letters, and other incident Charges, we ſhall find they do II. 1736-7. 
not now make much above 3 per Cent. of their Money; AA 
ſo that if we ſhould reduce 1 per Cent. of the Intereſt now 1 
paid them, they would not then make much above 2 +; 
for which Reaſon I think it is moſt juſtly to be appre- 
hended, they would all at once draw their Money out of 
dur Funds; and what a Shock the drawing of ſo much ready 
(aſh out of the Kingdom at once muſt give to our public 
Credit, to our Trade both Foreign and Domeſtic, and to 
the natural Intereſt of Money between Man and Man, J 
ſhall leave to Gentlemen to conſider ; only I muſt acquaint 
dem, it is generally computed the Dutch have above ten 
Mons Sterling in our ſeveral Funds. Aw 

The Gentlemen of the other Side of the Queſtion” pre- 
end, the World will be apt to conceive a bad Opinion of 
tur Conduct, if we ſhould not endeavour to take Advan- 
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| it im- toe of the preſent advanced Price of 3 per Cent. Securities; 
a bare 1 have ſhewn the Premium upon ſuch Securities is by 
ide trench too narrow a Foundation for us to build any Hopes 
m for Wen, of reducing al! our Annuitants to 3 per Cent. and if we 
ich ab- toald fai! in the Attempt, I am ſure the World will have 
h Rer. ener Reaſon to ſuſpect the Wiſdom of our Conduct, or 
ges ore Honeſty of our Intentions. A Man who never at- 
at Sub- kmpts but what appears by the Event to be within his 
ttſe ex. Pesch, is certainly a wiſer Man, tho! not perhaps a Man of 
e dum Wb mych Courage, as he who aims at extraordinary Heights, 
[nterel Wn falls headlong from the Precipice. By making ſuch 
oe Attempt, and failing in that Attempt, we may very pro- 
n. chat kbly be like thoſe vapouriſh Ladies, who fancy ing them- 
12010 ves ill, {wallow Draughts and Bolus's, till they have 
and the Kully thrown themſelves into a Diſtemper much worſe 
50 len an the imaginary. | 

uns "i Then, Sir, as to the Prejudice which may accrue to pri- 
he Coe Men, J am ſurprized to hear it ſaid, that no ſuch Thing 
attempt be apprehended ; for, in my Opinion, it 1s inevitable, 
with 10 lether we ſucceed or not. If we ſucceed, the Annuitants 
Sw | certainly loſe 5 5. in the Pound, of their preſent Reve- 
reine e; but it ſeems this Loſs is to be made good to them by 
Ur ay boliſhing ſome of our Taxes. Are Gentlemen ſerious 
gner * den they talk ſo? What would any Annuitant ſay to a 
oy * Pan who ſhould tell him, Sir, we muſt take 5 5. in the 
his 0 l und from your preſent Revenue, but in lieu cf that, you 
000. of al have Candles an Half penny or a Penny in the Pound 
rh "Kaper than uſual? Would not any Man take this as 2 
Fn = "er ? Suppoſe again, which I think by muck the moſt 
Il bo Pbable, that we ſhould not ſucceed ; ſuch an A 

. wou! 
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"411 10. Co. would certainly diminiſh public Credit: It would make 
II. 1736-7, many, both Natives and Foreigners, reſolve not to truſt 
„their Money longer in our Funds. It would make them irretr 

begin to think of employing their Money ſomewhere elſe, I 

in order that they might take the Benefit of ſelling ou; WM ing © 

before the Price ſhould be diminiſhed by the Reduction oW betwe 

Intereſt. This would of courſe leſſen the advanced Price the I 

of every one of our Funds; and would not this be a Pe plc of 

judice to every one cf the preſent Proprietors, eſpecially own | 

to {uch of them as have lately purchaſed ? I do not now Fortu: 

| argue from Suppoſition only; I argue, Sir, from cer:ainf 25 ſuc! 
1 Fact, from preſent Experience: Do not we ſee that all ou Credit 
lt public Funds have fallen in their Price ſince this Affair wad cf the 
"lt firſt brought before us? And if an immediate Fall of Stock think, 
| has been the Effect of its being mentioned, what Conſe tie Pu 
| quence can we expect from its being agrecd to? Wl © any 
I cannot conclude, Sir, without taking notice of i laconv 
great Endeavours that have been uſed, both within Door bope, 
and without, to raiſe our Compaſſion, by repreſenting . the! 
deplorable State of our poor Lak ourers and ManufaQurer MM conven 
and that the Reduction of Intereſt will enable us to givM'*'ery c 
them an immediate Relief. For my Part, I cannot thin el the 
their State near ſo deplorable as it has been repreſented Cone tc 
for we have no heavy Taxes upon any of the Neceſa en for 
ries of Liſe: All our heavy Taxes are laid upon the Lu toe J 
ries of Life; and cannot therefore affect a poor Tradeſi¶ de Poc 
man who has a Mind to live frugally, and not to indugi blders 
himſelf or his Family in the Uſe of Things, that are no8Wſ?:evail: 
abſolutely neceſſary for their Subſiſtence; and the few (malfſince, tt 
"Taxes we have upon ſome of the Neceſſaries, or latheſ bit nov 
Conveniencies of Life, are ſuch as our People have ber“ Por 


many 


long accuſtomed to, and not ſo heavy, nor collected in WiÞ*tune 
Manner ſo grievous, as ſuch Taxes are in France or Hi de Na 
land. But ſuppoſing it were otherwiſe, I have ſhewn, thayhſ® has 
by a Reduction of Intereſt we could not aboliſh any of o From 
preſent Taxes without ſubjecting the Nation to a great poftion 
and more dangerous Inconvenience, I mean the putting dl kquence 
for a longer Term the entire Diſcharge of the nation London 2 


Debt; and if by a Reduction of Intereſt our Trade ſhow 
be diminiſhed, which may probably, as I have alread) 
| | ſhewn, be the Conſequence, eſpecially in and about thi 
it City of London, then many of our poor Labourers 306 


iti Manufacturers would be ruined, inſtead of being relieved} The ! 
Wi - | by a Reduction of Intereſt; conſequently all the Com S 1 

i paſſion that can be pleaded in the preſent Caſe, mult pf mal! 
1 rate flrongly againſt a Reduction, and in Favour of be ag 


man! 
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to truth many poor Widows and Orphans, who certainly would be 
xe them irretrievably undone by the great Reduction propoſed. 
ere elle, I muſt confets, Sir, 1 cannot well comprehend the Mean- 


ing out ing of that Diſtinction, uſually made upon this Occaſion, 
tion of between the Public and the Creditors cf the Public. E 


d Pri the Public I always mean the collective Pody of the Po- 
e a Pre ple of this Nation; and as our Creditors ere a Part of our 
ſpeciall own People, as thoſe Foreigners who have tralcd their 


} 


Ot no Fortunes to our Faith, will, 1 hope, be always looked on 


- certain 25 ſuch, and treated in the ſame Manner with our native 
t all out Creditors, therefore I ſhall always look upon the Creditors 
fair wah of the Public to be a Part of the Public, and mall always 
F Stock think, no Injury can be done to them, without injuring 


: Conſe tie Public: I believe they cannot fo much as be ſubjected 
tb any Inconvenience, but what will at laſt prove to be a 


e of th lnconvenience to the Public as well as to them; and, I 


in Door bope, it will be granted, that the taking one fourth Part 

ting the their Revenue from them, would at leaf be a great In- 

acturer convenience ; in my Opinion, it would be a great Injury to 
* . 1 J ELL 

to gi very one of them. We have had lately great Complaints 

ot thin ef the Inequality of the Land Tax, and of the Ixjaſtice 
eſented cone to the Land-holders, by ſubjecting them to that Par- 


Necellaſ den for ſo many Years together; for which Peafon cn of 


ie Luut toſe Taxes, which moſt certainly and moſt generally aftæct 
Trades de Poor, was lately revived, in order to free the Land- 
 indulgh{WMiolders from à Shilling in the Pound for one Var only. The 
are no icvailing Doctrine then was, and it is but a few Years 
ew (mall ince, to impoſe ſuch Taxes as might fall equally upon all; 
r latbeſ but now, it ſeems, we are to lay a Tax of fve Shillings in 


ave be: Pound upon that Part of our People, who have the Alis- 


ted in WW tune of being Creditors to the Public, in crCer to free 
or He Nation from ſome of thoſe {mall Taxes it now pays, 
wn, tha nd has paid for many Years. | 

y of ol From all which, I think, Sir, it will appear, that the Pro- 
1 greateWMolition now before us will be of the moſt dangerous Con- 
1tting o equence to our T'rade, to our Lardholders, to the Cities of 
nation London and Weſtiminſter, and to our People in general; that 
de ſnoul t can be attended with no conſiderable public Advantage, 
> alreadied that it will be a great Injuſtice done to our public Cre- 
bout the Utors 3 therefore, I ſhall think myſelf fully juſtilled in 
rers ali" ing my Negative to the Queſtion. 

relierea he Reply was to the Effect as follows, dix. 

ne Com 13 85 

nuſt ope ! mall not ſuppoſe, that any of the Gentlemen who ſeem 
r of 000 ® againſt this Queſtion, are conſcious of their being in 


mange wrong; but, I muſt ſay, that with reſpect to ſome Ar- 
vents they have made uſe of, they trea: us as tho? Peo— 


You, IV. © 0 38h ple 


Anno 10. Ceo, 
11::1736:7: 
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Aud 10. Geo. ple generally do, who are conſcious of their having the | 


wrong Side of the Queſtion, They ſtate the Caſe quite 


different from what it is, and then triumph in the Arguments 


or Authorities they bring againſt it. By this Means Mr. 
Locke has been brought into the preſent Debate, and brought 
in too as a Favourer of an Opinion againſt which he has 
expreſsly declared. 
Government began to borrow large Sums of Money for 
ſupporting the Expence of the War, which they found 


they could not procure but at a very high Intereſt. This 


gave Foundation for a Project, in the Year 1691, for re. 


ducing the legal Rate of Intereſt at once, from 6 to 4er 
Cut. in order, as it was vainly imagined, to enable the 


Government to borrow Money for the public Service at a 
cheaper Rate than what they found they could otherwiſe 
CO. 
increaſed above what it had been for ſome Years before, 
by the large Sums borrowed for public Service, every Man 
of Senſe ſaw that this Project would prove abortive, and 
that It would very much diſturb, if not entirely ruin, the 
Trade of the Nation; and Mr. Locke, among others, not 
only oppoſed, but wrote againſt it. 

Is there now, Sir, any Queſtion before us for reducing 
the legal Intereſt of Money? Is there any Thing 


has fallen? And one of the Arguments made uſe of in fa- 


vour of this Queſtion, is, That it would tend to the bring; 
ing the natural Intereſt of Money between Man and Man, 


in this Nation, down to a Par with what it is in thoſe Coun- 


tries, which are our greateſt Rivals in Trade and naval} 
Then, and not till then, it has been ſaid you may} 
ſafely venture to bring down the legal; and it has been 
ſaid, I think demonſtrated, that the bringing down the na- 


Power. 


tural Intereſt of Money between Man and Man, would be 
an Advantage to our Trade and Manufactures, and a cer- 


tain Cauſe of great Improvements in our Land Eſtates. 


Mr. Locke is expreſsly of this Opinion. His Words in 


that very Treatiſe are, All the Danger lies in this, That our} 


Trade fhall ſuffer, if your being behind hand has made the na. 


tural Uſe fo high, that your Tradeſman cannot live upon hit 
Labour, but that your rich Neighbours will /o underſell jou, 


that the Return you make will not amount to pay the Uſe, an 
afſord a Livelibeed, There is, ſays he, no May to recove 
{rom this, but by a general Frugality and Induſtiy; or H 


Immediately after the Revolution, our 


As the natural Intereſt of Money was then greatly | 


in the 
Propoſition that ſeems to have the leaſt Tendency that Way? 
No, Sir; the only Queſtion now before us is, Whether or 
no the Public ſhall endeavour to take Advantage of the low | 
Rate to which the natural, not the legal, Intereſt of Money 
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in? Maſters of the Trade of fome Commodity, wvhich the Torld Anno 10. Geo. 
muſt hade from you at your Rate, becauſe it cannot be other. 11.1736 7. 
where ſupplied. Theſe are his Words, Sir; and! appeal to \J VAL 


every Man, whether he can think it Frugality in the Pub- 
lic to pay 4 per Cent. when they can have Money at 3? 
Whether the giving a Man 4 per Cent. when he can live 


upon, and would be obliged to take 3, can make him more 


fragal, or promote a general Frugality? And whether the 


enabling a great Number, even of your meaner Sort of 


Subjects, to live idly upon the Intereſt of their Money, 
can be a proper Method for introducing or reſtoring a ge- 
neral Induſtry ? + | 5 

Fear, Sir, may be extravagant and ridiculous, as well as 
Courage, and ſuch I ſhould think that Fear to be which 
ſhould prevent a Man from borrowing, or attempting to 
borrow Money at 3 per Cent. for clearing himſelf of a 
Mortgage at 4; eſpecially when he 1s certain, that ſhould 
he be diſappointed in the Attempt, his old Mortgagee would 
beglad to continue his Money upon the Mortgage at 4, 
becauſe he could not have ſo high an Intereſt, or ſo good 
Security, any Where elſe. If a Man had 20 Mortgages 
upon his Eſtate of 1000/7. each, at 4 per Cent. and a Gen- 
tleman ſhould offer to lend him 1000/. at 3, could he in 
Prudence refuſe it? Would not common Prudence direct 
him to make uſe of that Offer, for reducing every one of 
his old Mortgages to 3 per Cent. and applying it at laſt to 
the redeeming of him who ſhould appear the moſt ſtubborn ? 
Could there be any Danger in this, if he were certain that 
none of his Mortgagees, or not above one of them, could 
employ his Money to a better Uſe upon any Security 
equally certain? This, Sir, is our Caſe at preſent. The 
Reduction of Intereſt may, perhaps, force ſome People 
Into Trade, or to lend upon private Security ; but I am cer- 
tain there is now a much greater Sum ready to be Jent at 
3 fer Cent. than would be ſufficient for replacing all that 
could be that Way drawn out of our public Funds ; becauſe 
no extraordinary Profits can be made by any Trade, and a 
very ſmall Sum would bring the Rate of Intereſt upon any 
certain private Security down to 3 per Cent, And we have 
this further Security for encouraging us to try the Experi- 
ment, that, ſhould I be miſtaken in my Opinion, all our 
preſent Creditors would be glad to continue their Money in 


bur Funds at 4 per Cent. as we may with the greatelt 


e conclude from the advanced Price of all our 

unds. 5 
If I did not know, Sir, how much the Generality of 
Mankind are blinded by what they think their private In- 
| G g g 2 | tereoſt 
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a. toro, if I did not know how often they are by private In- 
terelt miſled in their Judgments about what they take to be 
the public Intereſt, I ſhould be ſurprized to hear it quel. | 


tioned, that the lower the Intereit of Money is in any 
Country, the more their Trade will thrive, the more their 
Lands will be improved. It is a Maxim ſo long eſtabliſhed, 


and ſo generally acknowledged, that I cannot think there | 


is much Occaſion for adding to what has been faid upon 
that Subject; but that no Man may be miſled, I muſt beg 
Leave to anſwer, in as brief a Manner as I can, what has 
been ſaid in ſupport of the contrary Opinion. 
reſt, I ſhi!l grant, is not the Cauſe, but the Effect of a flou- 
riſhing Trade; and the Trade of a Country may proſper 


and increaſe, tho their Rate of Intereſt be high, with re- | 


ſpect to Wiat it is in this Kingdom at preſent, providing 
their Rate of Intereſt be no higher than it is in thoſe Coun. | 


tries which are their Rivals in Trade; but this I will fay, 


. 


that the Trade of no Country can thrive or continue, if the | 
natural Intereit of Money among them be higher than it is | 
in thoſe Countries which are their Rivals, unleſs thoſe Ri. 
eos een their de by f. ien! EY, 
vals forcia:y expel their Trade by ſome ridiculous public 


WMeaſures. The Trade of Flanders was once in the moſt 


flouriſhing State of any in Europe, and then the natural 


Rate of intereſt was certainly lower among them, than it 
was in this Kingdom; but the Sovereign of that Country 
bega 


lactures and People, a Rock we ſhould take Care not to ſplit 
on, that many of their rich Merchants and moſt ſkilfal 


Manufacturers came over and ſettled in England, which | 
gave the firſt Rite to the Trade and Manuſactures of this 


Kingdom. This Advantage was greatly improved indeed, 


D 


by the wiſe Conduct of Henry VII. Henry VIII. and 
Queen Eltzabeth, eſpecially the latter, and was at laſt fully | 


ellabliſned by the ridiculous Conduct of the Spaniards in 


the Lletlerlauds; fo that our Trade owes its Origin, not ſo 
ach to the Beauty of our Conſtitution, or the Wiſdom of | 


our Conduct, as to the ridiculous and oppreſſive Mealures 


of our Neighbours; for it is always with Regret, that 


Merchants or Tradeſmen leave their own Country indeed 


when they are forced to it, they will certainly retire to that 


Country, where they are ſureſt of being ſree from that Op- 


preſicu or Uneaſineſs, which made them fly from their na- 


tive Land; and our Happineſs at that Time was, to have 


a peaceable Country, and a wiſe Adminiſtration, which 


nude them Chute to take Refuge here, rather than in an) 
neighbouring Country. | 

This, Sir, would of courſe have brought down the — 

: | tura 
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In- tural Intereſt of Money in this Kingdom, long befors the Anno 10. Geo. 
) he End of Queen Eligabeth's Reign; but in the mean Time II. 1736-7. 
vel. our People began to trade to the Foft Indies, and to make 
any Wl Secticments in the Weſt. Indies; by both Which the Profits 
heir were ſo great, that vaſt Numbers were tempted to engage 
hed, in the Trade, and to borrow Money at any Rate, to be em- 
here ploy'd in thoſe Branches of Trade, not only in this King. 
1pon WM com, but in all the other Trading Parts of Europe 3 ſo that, 
beg tho" the Intereit of Money here was then high. in ref pect 
t has to what it is at preſent, yet it could not then be called high, 
Inte- becauſe it was no higher than it was among our Rivals in 
lou- Trade, and could not, therefore, lay our People under a 
oper I Diadvantage in carrying on any Branch of Trade or Ma- 
h re- nufacture. | | 
idling | Thus, Sir, we may ſee, that a great Proſperity of Trace 
"oun- may be the Cauſe of keeping up for ſome Time the Rate 
| ſay, of Intereſt ; becauſe there is then a great Demand for Ra- 
{ the ey at Intereſt, in order to be employ'd in Trade; and for 
| it is the ſame Reaſon, the Declenſion of Trade may, for ſome 
e Bi. MM Lime, be the Cauſe of ſinking or lowering the Rate of 
\10blic WM Intereſt ; becauſe, when the Trade of any Country, by Ac- 
moſt Wi cident or bad Meaſures, is laid under ſuch Diſadvantages, 
tural WM that their Merchants and Tradeſmen cannot carry it on to 
nam it a reaſonable Advantage, no Man borrows Money to trade 
untry vi; but, on the contrary, thoſe Merchants and Trades. 
lanu- nen, who have got any ſufficient Sum to live on, draw 
o fplit WY iicir Money out of Trade, in order to lend it at Interelt, 
kilfal er to employ it in the Purchaſe of Land; which lowers 
vhich e natural Intereſt of Money, by increaſing the Demand 
F this br lending, and leſſening the Demand for borrowing 
deed, ind it likewiſe raiſes the Price of Land, by augmenting 
and ie Demand for Purchaſes. But theſe two Eſtects have 
fully WW "fry different Conſequences ; for in the firit Caſe, the Stock 
rd in dd ready Money in the Country being every Day increafing 
not ſo WV the Proſperity of Trade, the natural Intereſt of Money 
om of ut Hon begin to fall, and will at laſt come to be extremely 
a ſures ow; whereas, in the laſt Caſe, the Decay of their Trade 
/ that 1 end Manutactares will certainly at laſt turn the Balance of 
indeed Irade againſt them, and from that Time their Stock o 
o that WW '*%y Money will begin to decay inſenſibly, the natural 
it Op- Kate of Intereſt will rife by Degrees, the Rents of their 
ir na- lates, and Price of their Lands will fall, the Numbers of 
) have WH ©*lr People will diminih daily, either by their going 
which broad, or ſtarving at Home; and unle(s they change their 
in any eaſures, there will at laſt come to be little or no Money 
by t among them; nothing will remain but Barter and Paper 
den: (edit, and the Nation will in the End be certainly undone. 
tural From 
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— 


And 10. Geo, From hence it appears, that the vatural Rate of Intereſ, 


II. 1736-7. 


upon it. 


conſidered by itſelf only, is a very bad Rule for judging af 
the Trade of a Country; becauſe, like a conſumptive Per. 


ſon, a Nation may look well to all outward Appearance, 


the natural Intereſt of Money may be lower than ever i 
was, and may continue ſo for ſome Time, and yet that 
Nation may be in a galloping Conſumption, which I wiſh 
may not be our Caſe at preſent. 

I am ſurprized, Sir, to hear it ſaid, that the View of 


getting a high Intereſt, or any Intereſt, for Money, is what 
makes a poor Man labour and fatigue more than is neceſlary 


for his daily Subſiſlence, What makes a Labourer, or1 
Journeyman do fo, is the Hopes of getting and ſaving a 
much as may ſet himſelf up as a Maſter ; then he get: and 


faves Money, in order to enable him to extend his Trade, 


and to carry it on with the more Eaſe ; he never thinks 0 
lending his Money at Intereſt, until he has got more than 
he can employ in his Trade, or as much as may maintain 
him without any Care or Trouble; and in both Caſes, 
he is forced to take what Intereſt he can get for it. [het 


as to our Merchants and Shopkeepers, who generally be. 


gin with a little Money, they engage in Trade generally 
becauſe they cannot live upon what Intereſt they can get 
for their Money, or at leaſt cannot live as they would de- 
fire ; and as their Stock increaſes, they increaſe their Trace 
they never think of lending Money at Intereſt, till they 
have got more than they can employ in Trade, or as much 
as may maintain them in an idle and indolent Way, and 


then they, as well as others, are obliged to take what 114 
tereſt they can pet. . 


But ſuppoſe, Sir, the getting of a high Intereſt for Mo- 
ney, and ſubſiſting upon that Intereſt in their old Age, 
was the only Motive for People labouring, or engaging i 
Trade, are there any Bounds to be ſet to Peoples Hopes! 
Do not we know that every Man hopes to get more by any 
Trade or Project than he generally meets with, often mort 


than he can reaſonably expect? And ſhall we ſay that à 


Man in his Youth, when Hopes are moſt ſanguine, mil! 
expect to get 3000 J. or 300 J. but cannot expect to get 
4000 /. or 400 J. and will therefore deſpair of being ehe 
able to get what he may think a comfortable Support for 


old Age? This is ſo much contrary to the Nature of Many 


kind, that 'tis in vain to think of building any Argument 
On the contrary, as every Man muſt get a largef 


Sum before he can retire to live upon the Intereſt of h 
Money, when Intereſt is low, than when it is high, ever) 
Man will labour with the more Ardonr and Aſſiduity, an 
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Numbers of People muſt be bred up to Trade, and muſt Anno 10. Cee; 
engage in it, when Intereſt is low, who would be bred up, II. 1736 7. 


or would chuſe to live like Drones in the Society, upon 
the Intereſt of their Money, if the common Rate of In- 
tereſt were high; and the greater Stock of Money a Man 
has to trade with, the leſs Profit he may {ell at, and con- 
{quently the more able will he be to underſell Foreigners, 
and to improve the Trade of his Country. To this we 
muſt add, that a rich Merchant or Tradeſman may retire 
much ſooner from Buſineſs, in order to live upon the In- 
tereſt of his Money, when Intereſt is high, than he can do 
when Interett 1s low ; for I muſt obſerve, it is ſeldom or 
never Neceſſity but Choice, that mal;es a rich Man retire 
from Buſineſs : No Man can grow rich by the mere Labour 
of his Hands, at leaſt not ſo rich as to be able to live upon 


Malter Tradeſman, before he can get ſo much Money, let 
Intereſt be as high as it will; and as ſuch Buſineſs is carried 
om by the Labour of the Head only, the common Infirmities 
of old Age never render a Man incapable of carrying it 
en; quite otherwiſe, by his Knowledge and Experience he 
probably becomes more capable than he was when young 
ind healthful. Therefore we muſt conclude, that a high 
nereſt for Money not only prevents the youthful Rich 
rom engaging in Trade, but makes the wealthy Old leave 
t of, both which muſt be hurtful to the Trade of any 
Country. | ED 
To tell us, Sir, that the Dutch being by Nature more 
penurtous than our People, therefore a leis Intereſt may 
courage their People to labour, and engage in Trade, is 
ertainly miſtaking the Effect for the Cauſe; for one of 
the principal Cauſes of the Penuriouſneſs as well as In- 
Wuſtry of their People, is the Lowneſs of their Intereſt. 
Mankind are by Nature generally the ſame; a Dutchman, 
ly his Make, or Conſtitution, has nothing can make him 
nore penurious than an Enxgliſoman. It is by Laws and 


firmed, and it is the Buſineſs of every wiſe Nation to in- 


penurious Nature of the Dutch is therefore an Argument in 
favour of what is propoſed, inſtead of being an Argument 


einſt it; and the Circumſtances of that Country, with 
elpect to the Proportion between their Money and Land 


lates, will appear to be an Argument of the ſame Sort. 
ſhall admit we have a much greater Demand for borrows- 


ng Money at Intereſt upon Land Eftates, than they have 
in 


the Intereſt of his Money ; a Man muſt be a Merchant or 


Cuſtoms, the Humours and Inclinations of a People are 


ent or adopt ſuch Laws and Cuſtoms as may propagate. 
irue, Induſtry, and Frogality among the People. The 
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poſſibte Mechods to diminiſh that Demand, or increaſe the 
Demand for lending Money upon ſuch Securities? If we 
can reduce the Intereit payable upon the public Funds, we 
ſhall be able to «boli: ſome of the Taxes which eat up 
the Landed Gentleman's Eitate, by increaſing the Expence 
of his Famiiy; or we ſhall be able to pay off cur Debts] 
ſooner ; if we take the jormer of theſe Methods, we {hall 
diminiſh the Demand for borrowing Money upon ſuch Se. 
curities; if we take the latter, we ſhall more quickly in. 
creaſe the Demand for lending Money upon ſuch Secu- 
rities; and as ſoon as the Proportion between theſe tuo 
Demands comes to be the ſame in this Country with wit 
it is now, or may then be, in Holland, will not our Cir- 
cumſtances be in that Reſpect the fame ? | 

Now, Sir, with reipect to Extravagance; tis true, tie 
Extravagance of ſome few Men may be increaſed, or len- 
ger ſupported, in a Country where Irtereſt is low; bat in 
iuch a Country there cannot be ſuch a Number of extrave- 


gant Men in Proportion, as in « Country where Interc!: is WM tiey do 
high, becauſe Extravagance generally proceeds from an From 
idle Education; and as there cannot be ſuch a Number oi Wade, t 
Perſons bred up to Idleneſs, in the former, as in the latter, Nef Mon 
therefore we may depend on it, the Extravagint will be Witrelt of 
much leſs numerous, and coniequently more deſpiſed, in n mode 
the one, than in the other; and the Contempt theſe Fco- WW When w. 
ple meet with, will be a much more effectua! Curb upon Wir of th 
their Extravagance, than the higheit Rate of Iutzreil cou i that Ma 
be; from whence, I think, 'tis certain, the Reducing {WT a), the 
Intereſt is one of the mott effectun! Methods for retraining Wſuriving 
the Luxury and Extravagance of the People in general; rt is at 
and my Argument is confirmed by Experience, for in Coul- and mol 
tries where the Intereſt of Money is high, their People WMWbendea 
generally live either in the utmoſt Penury and Want, or in Rate, I 
tne Height of Luxury and Extravagance. ,” Mong t 
The only tolerable Plea, Sir, for chat Diſtinction, wuich et the 
Gentlemen have been pleaſed to make between a too high Which | 
and a too low Intereſt, is, that if Men cannot get what tie Money 
Gentlemen have been pleaſed to call a moderate Intereſt ly my 
tor their Money, they will lock it up in Cheſts, or hide and the 
ie in the Earth, This is an Argument which has oten fpeck t 
Leen made ule of, but in my Opinion without any F oun- | ure, b 
dation; for in peaceable Times we know that no private Trade, 
Man will keep his Money by him, but will rather lodge u ink it 


5 . . NW 2 ' 
in ſome Bank or Banker's Hands without any Intercit bulineſs 
becauſe in ſuch Hands it is ſecured againſt Pilferers, Thieves, aud Tay 
and Robbers, which it cannot be in his own 8 Vor. 
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Indeed, in Times of Civil War, many Men may perhaps 
hide their Money in the Earth, becaulc it cannot then be 
ſecure, either in the Houle of any private Mn or public 
Bank; but ſuch an extraordinary Cale can be of no Weight 


in the preſent Debate; and if much larger Sums ſhould be 


lodged in the Hands of any Banker than he had uſe for in 
Circulation, he would certainly lend it at 1 per Cert. nay at 
a3 per Cent. if he could no way turn it ſecurely to any 
better Account; either of which is lower than the natural 
Intereſt of Money ever yet fell to in any Country, Hows- 
erer, for Argument's Sake, I ſhall ſuppoſe Money become 
ſo plenty in a Country, that none of their own Peop!e will 
give any Thing for the Ule of it: In this Cale, 'tis certain, 
their Bankers would fall upon ſome way of lending it to 
Foreigners, which would be an annual Advantage to the 
Nation; and if even this were found to be impoilivle, if 
trery Man had as much Money at Command as he had uſe 
for in his Trade or Buſineſs, whit Harm could enſue to 
tie Nation, if all the reſt of their Money were loched up, 


and the Owners obliged to pay Warehouſe Room for it, a3 


hey do for any other uſeleis and unvendible Commodity. 
From what I have ſaid, Sir, I think I may juitiy con- 
Cade, there is no ſuch Thing as a too low natural [ntere!t 
af Money; and therefore, with reſpect to the natural In— 
reſt of Money in general, there can be no ſuch Thing as 
moderate Rate. It is a Term to be made uſe of oaly 
When we talks of the common [ntereit in different Countr:e', 
ir of the Intereſt paid by different private Men; andes 
dat Man who bas Money at the moſt moderate, that is o 
ay, the loweſt Rate of Interelt, is the happieſt and 1016 
living Man, ſo that Country where the common In e- 
elt is at the moſt moderate, or loweſt Rate, is the ha ppi elt 
ad moſt thriving Country. Therefore, every Nation ovgt.s 
bendeavour as much as poſſible to bring down the common 
Rate, I mean the natural, not the legal Rate of Inerei, 
Mong them, in order, as Mr. Locke has well obterved, 
bat their rich Neighbours may not be able to underſeil tu em; 
wich they certainly can and will do, if they can bor.ow 
Money at a leſs Intereſt ; as was, I think, ſully demonrated 
my worthy Friend in the Beginning of this Debate; 
and the Suppoſition he then made, that a Man will always 
upect to make by any Trade double what he pays, or may 
we, by way of latereſt for the Money emp'ocy'd in that 
ade, Was ſo far from being extravagant, that l rataer 
Uink it was too mode:t ; for in carrying on any rede cr 
lineſs in Partnerſhip, Where one contrigates only 18 Skill 
ad Industry, and the other the whole Stoch neceſſery fur 
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' Cog, carrying it on, there is nothing more common than an | 
6.7, Agreement to divide the Profits between them, tho” he 


therefore I think it is bat reaſonable, that a Man who bor. 
rows Money at Interelt for carrying on any Trade or Buſ- 

nels by his fole Skill and Induſtry, ſhould have as great a 
Shire of the Profits as he who lends his Money without 

running any Riſk ; for in ſuch Caſes, the Lender has always 
the Borrower's Obligation, and ſometimes a Pledge, or 
{me other collateral Aſſurance, for ſecuring the Repay- 


meat of the Money with a certain Profit, come of the | 


Trade what will. And if a Man employs his own Money | 
as well as his Skill and Induſtry, he will certainly expecd, 
beſides the common Rate of Intereſt for his Money, as great 
a Reward at leaſt for his Skill and Induſtry, as he who has 
no Money could expect; for we always find that the richer 


a Man 1s, the greater Value he puts upon his Skill and} 


Induſtry. From which Conſiderations I muſt conclude, 


that 8 per Cent. per Annum is the leaſt Overcharge we can 


reckon upon our ManufaQures at every foreign Market, | 
above thoſe of the ſame Kind and Goodneſs, which are! 
carried thither from Holland, or even from France. 


With reſpect to the latter, 'tis true, Sir, the legal Intereſt 


is there as high as in this Country, but the natural Intereſt 


of Money between Man and Man, is, by the beſt Infor- 
mation I can have, at a much lower Rate. In France they 


have the bad or the good Fortune nor to have much pub- 


hc Credit. Their public Funds are below Par, even 
reckoning the Intereſt at 5 per Cent, and the Government] 
can never borrow at that Rate; but if I am rightly in- 
formed, there is great Plenty of Money to be lent upon 
private Credit, and even upon perſonal Security; inſomuck} 
that the Brokers or Scriveners in that Country are con- 
tinually employ'd by the Lenders to ſeek out for the Bor- 
rowers, the Conſequence of which is, that a Merchant or 
ManufaQurer may there borrow Money for a long Term! 
below the legal Intereſt, and upon his perſonal Security, or 


perhaps getting another to join with him, and Bills are ol 


ten dilcounted at the Rate of 3 per Cent. both which are a 
great Advantage to the Trade of that Kingdom, eſpecially 
the former, becauſe it encourages Merchants and Manu- 


facturers to launch out upon any Project of Trade, much 


beyond their own proper Stock of ready Money. In 
this Country it is quite otherwiſe, Our public Credit 1 
much better than our private ; for if we except the Di 
counting of Bills, which is tranſaQed between Merchant 


and Merchant, or between a Merchant and his An 
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given to the Borrower, 
eſpecially here about London, as Money lent for a long 
Term upon perſonal Security at 5 per Cent. and even molt 
Bills, I am afraid, are diſcounted at a Premium much abore 


(47 


there is hardly any private Credit, properly ſpeaking, in 44 10. Grp. 


the Nation: I ſay, properly ſpeaking, becauſe when a 
Mortgage or Pledge is given, there is properly no Credir 
We have hardly any ſuch Thing, 


that Rate. I believe I may appeal to all the Brokers and 
Scriveners about London, if they are ever applied to by any 
Lender of Money, to find them out a Perſon who will 
borrow their Money upon perſonal Security at the legal 
Intereſt. This makes it impoſſible for any Man to launch 
out upon the moſt hopeful Project farther than his own 
Stock of ready Money will reach ; becauſe, jf he ſhould 


by good Luck find a Friend to lend him Money at the 


Beginning, that Friend may die, or may have Occaſion for 
the Money, before he can ſpare it ſrom the Trade he has un- 
dertaken ; in which Caſe he mutt be entirely ruined, unlets 
he can meet with ſuch another Friend, which 'tis ten to one 
if he does. | | . | 
By this we may ſee the great Advantage the French have 
over us, by means of the low natural Rate of Intereſt, and 
great Plenty of private Credit in that Country. is true, 
the Advantage this way is not, I believe, equal in France to 
phat it is in Holland; but in France it is, I reckon, equal 
to 4 per Cent. per Annum at leaſt, which is ſufficient to 
leltroy every Branch of our Trade in which they can rival 
us, And as to the Conveniency of their Ports, I am fur- 
prized to hear it ſaid we can carry on any Trade in the 
Mediterranean, ſo cheap or ſo eaſily, as the French can do at 
their Ports of Mar/eilles and Thoulsn ; or that we can carry 
0 a Trade with Portugal, or any Part of Spain without 
the dreights, ſo cheap as the French can do from their Ports 
on the Bay of Biſcay. Then as to our own Wool, I with 
with all my Heart we could render the Exportation of tt 
impracticable; but, I believe, the only effectual Way of do- 
ng ſo is, to enable our Manufacturers and Merchants ta 
work it up at Home, and ſell it ſo wrought up in foreign 
arkets, as cheap as ſuch ManufaQures can be ſold by any 
of our Neighbours ; for if we ſhould once loſe the Sale of 
ch Manufactures at foreign Markets, we cannot make uſe 
of all our Wool in working up ManufaQuures for Home 
Conſumpt; and if we cannot work it all up at Home, it 
will, like Spaniſo Gold and Silver, find its way out, in {pit2 
ok the ſevereſt Laws, and the greatelt Care we can take for 
preventing it. Our Laws will then ſerve only for running 


own the Price upon the Farmer ; for as he muſt fell, if he 
cannot find a Buyer at Home, he muſt take what Price he 
H:hh'2 
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Arm 10. Geo. cab get from the ſmuggling Exporter, who in that Cafe erink tl 


1.17367 


will be ſure to make the Farmer pay for the Riſk he run; drink e 


4d an ©, in Exporting. almoſt 2 


and every City or Town; is a Sort of Sovereignty within 


Now, Sir, as to Taxes, I ſhall grant, the Taxes both in But, 
France and Floliaud are extremely heavy, but I doubt much ve ma) 
if thev are ſo heavy upon, or ſo inconvenient to Trade, in WM more he 
cither of theſe Countries 2s in this. I know it is generally Ml compar! 
thought the Dutch have great Taxes upon J rade, and heavy Fance; 
P.xciles; but, properly fpeakipg, they have neither the one It Hom 
nor the other. "heir Taxes are all upon the Conſumpt, lie Reve 
and are generally raiſed, not at the Time of Importation, Nef Liv 
but upon their being carried to Market and ſold for Retail WM 6:16 
or Conſumption in the Country; for as every Province, A 

real Pr 
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itſelf, and raiſes, as well as impoſes, moſt of the "Taxes and 
Duties paid by the People, Goods, upon Importation, pay 
but very ſmall Duties or rather Fees ; the high Dutie: are | 
all paid vpon their being brovght into any of their Cities 
or Villages for Retail or Conſumption ; and the Nature of 
their Country maltee it eaſy for them to raiſe thoſe Duties 
withont ſending Officers into every Retailer's Shop, or 
jubjecting their Peopie to what we call the Laws of Exciſe. 
need not deſcend {arther into Particulars ; it will be eah 
from: what I have {a13, to fee that the Taxes in Holland can. 
u ft be ſo trovbleſome or expenſive to the Merchant. 
In porter, or to the Retailer, as the Taxes in this Court); ] 
and if we examine into the Taxes impoſed by their ſeveral 


little Sovereigntic:, we ſhall find, great Care has been taken | Whet 
not to impote any Tax which may enhance the Price of Miſie preſ 
their Manif.Cares. In Harce gain they are ſubject to h Ye: 
grcat Toconventiercies, with reſpe& to Smuggling, as wel that the 
as we: but except their Taille, Ido not know that the) dition a. 
have eny Tay { troubleſome to the People as our Exciſs in the E 
are. i beir 777, iodeed, is ſuited to the Nature of their Wi Natio 
Honarchy, it is arbitrary; but then their Gentlemen ae Then, t 
not ſfobj-& to it, nor have they any Land Tax, but in Time Perg. 
of Var, and even then it is but tro Shillings in the Pound, Mirow, th 
As for their cther Taxes, there are, I believe, none 01 and exp 
them. excert that vpon Salt, ſo high as the like Taxes u tures, 
this Country; vor have they ſo many of them: They Wow, th 
inve no Pax upon Light, Heat, or Air; 1 means they lare 01 
have no Tex upon Candles, upon Firing, or upon Win etting 
dows, ſo fur as ] have ever heard; nor have they any Lax an we 
upon Soap, becauſe they know it is a Material neceſtary 107 eur Ma 
every Sort of Manufacture. Even upon Wine they have it we 
no Fax, unieis jt be brought into ſome City for Sale; 31 Indies, : 


therefore, in Villages and Country Places, their Ran Means, 
dn 
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ale WM crink the beſt of French Wines as cheap as our People can fans 10. Ceo. 

un; erink common Beer; and ſmall Wines they may have II. 1736 7. 
almoſt as cheap as our Peopie can have ſmall Beer. LEY 

in But, Sir, without taking any Notice of ſuch Particulars, 

uch ve may be aſffured, that the People of this Kingdom are 

„ in more heavily taxed, than the People of Vance, only by 

ally comparing the total Amount of the public Revenues in 

eavy Fance with the total Amount of the public Revenues here 

one t Home. In Fance, the total yearly Amount of the pub- 

mpt, | lic Revenue is computed to be about wo hundred Millions 

tion, of Livres, Which is but a little more than zine Mi!/;cns 

tail ling; and let any Man lock back upon the annual Re- 

ince, WM ſolutions of our Committee cf Supply, and add to that the 

thin fal Produce of the Civil Liſt Revenue, and the Produce 

s and of that Revenue which is appropriated to pay the Intereſt 

, pay end Principal of our Debts, he will find, that in Britain 


er are alone, I may fay in Z-z/and alone, we have for many 
Cities ears raiſed above fx Millions vearly, and often above 
are of WW (ren; which is above ace Thirds of what is raiſed in France 
Duties early; and, I am ſure, no Man will ſay, that in the whole 
p, or Kingdom of France, there is but ct Thid more People 
xciſe. than in Exgland alone. From hence, Sir, proceeds the 
e ealy Dearneſs of Labour, and of Proviſions in Eaglaud; it is 
4 care ret from our having a greater Plenty of ready Moncy ; for 
chant- it ready Money were more plentiful in this Country, than 
artry ; Nn France, the natural Intereſt of Money would Le lower 
ſeveral lere than it is there. 

taken When I conſider theſe Things, Sir, and when I compare 


rice of the preſent State of the Trade of Europe with what it was 
ject to 9 Years ago, I am really aſtoniſhed to hear it pretended, 
as well that the Trade of this Nation is in as flouriſhing a Con- 


at they ion as ever it was. Forty Years ago, we had ho Rival 


Exciſes n the Ea? India Trade but the Dutch; now there is hardly 
f their Wi Nation in Eyre but interferes with us in that Trade: 


1 


jen ae Then, the French liad little or no Trade in Turkey, Spain, or 


n Time Pg, nor exported any Woollen Manufactures to either; 
Pound, Wow, they greatly interſcre with us in every cnc of thera, 
zone 0! Win! export to each, great Quantities of Woollen Manu- 
axes in Wiftures. Then, we had no Rivals in the Sugar J'rade; 
: The row, the French not only interfere with us, but, 1 am af. aid, 
1, the) Pave out-done us: Is not every Country in Europe nov 


26 


172 : 95 
n Win- getting up Manufactures cf all Kinds; and, conſequent:y, 


ny Tax en we ſay it is poſſible for us now to find ſuch a Sale for 
Tary for eur Manuf Cres as we found at that Time? In ſhort. Sir, 
ey have Wit it were not for our Colonies and Plantations in the H- 
le; an dies, and the Exports we are cnabled to make by their 


ple 8 eans, Jam convinced, the gencral Balance of Trade would 
dn | | 0 


be 
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be entirely againſt us; and if that ſhould ever come to be 
our Caſe, as we have no Mines of Gold or Silver, ge 
ſhould ſoon have very little of either of theſe Metalz 
amongſt us; the Conſequence of which would be, a Steg. 
nation of all Sorts of Trade and Manufacture, and |; 
Departure of moſt of our Mechanics and Tradeſmen, 

It is with Regret, Sir, I have taken ſo much Netice of 
our Circumitances, and the melancholy Conſequences they 
may be attended with; but ſome People are ſo apt to af. 
cribe every Thing that has happened, or may happen, to 
the Luxury, Extravagance, and Idleneſs of cur People, 
that I thought myſelf obliged, in Juſtice to my Country. 
men and Fellow. Subjects, to ſnew that, if any notable 
Misfortune does happen to vs, it will not proceed from their 
Luxury, Extravagance, or Idleneſs, but from the Diffcul- 
ties they are expoſed to, by Means of the Intereſt of Mo- 
ney's being higher, and the Taxes heavier, in this Country, 


than in thoſe which are our Rivals in Trade and naval! 
Power; and as I have done it with the ſole View of ſhew- 


ing the proper and the only Methods for extricating our 
ſelves out of thoſe Difficulties, I hope every Man who 
has a true Regard for his Country will excuſe me. 

That the Lowering of Intereſt raiſes the Price, and en. 
courages the Improvement of Lands, is a Maxim ſo ge- 


nerally received, and was ſo clearly demonſtrated by my 
worthy Friend in the Beginning of this Debate, that! 
am almoſt aſhamed to add any Thing farther upon the Sub- 
je& ; but, Sir, I muſt beg Leave to anſwer ſome of ths 


Objections made againſt it. As to the Price of Lands, it 
mult neceſſarily fall or riſe, very near in Proportion as the 
Intereſt of Money riſes or falls; becauſe, if a Man can 
make a great deal more annual Profit by purchaſing Lands, 


than by lending Money, every Man will purchaſe, no Mau 


will lend; which mult of courſe raiſe the Price of Lands, 
as well as the natural Intereſt of Money, till they come 
near upon a Par with one another. And ſurely the Raiſing 


the Value of a Man's Eftate muſt add to his Riches; 10! 
no Man ſells in order toemploy his Money at Intereſt, ut] 
Jeſs upon a ſudden Riſe of the natural Intereſt of Money, 
as happened to be the Caſe, immediately after the kc 
volution, occaſioned by the great Sums then borrowed at 3 


high Intereſt by the Public. What makes a Man ſelb b 
generally to pay off a Mortgage, or in order to divide 8 


Eitate among his Children; in either of which Caſes be 


__ a great Advantage by the Riſe of the common Price ot 
ANUS, 


that 


1 A Man who has 10,000 J. Mortgage upon 100. 
a Year Eſtate, mult ſell a Moiety of his Eſtate to pA) 0:0 
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gat Mortgage, when Intereſt is at 5 per Cent. and Lands 4nno 10. Ces. 
ell at 20 Years Purchaſe ; but if Intereſt ſhould fall to II. 1736-7. 
1 per Cent. and Lands ſhould of Conſequence come to 1 
ell at 40 Years Purchaſe, which I am told is now the | 
common Price in ſome Parts of Tah, the Landed Gentle- 
may might then clear his Eſtate of the Mortgage, by the 
ale of one Fourth Part of it. And if a Man ſells his 
Fate to divide it, I ſhall ſuppoſe, among four Children; 
ſurely a Son in Trade with 10,0007, or a Daughter with 
10, 00 J. and married to a Merchant, may puſh any Trade 
farther, and conſequently be more beneficial to themſelves 
a well as to their Country, than if they had but 5000 /. 
ach. Nay, if it be neceſſary, that Gentlemen in Eng/and 
nuſt always be called, or deſerve the Name of idle Men, as 


to be 
ve 
letals 
Stag. 


the 


ice ol 
; they 
to al- 
en, to 
eople, 
antry- 
otavle 
| their 


* 
Oo 
i 
10 
ol 
4. 
TH 
. { 
4 
44 
31 
Mil 
I 
1 
'# 
WU) 
1 


t 
| 


1 
of 
i 
$ 74 
Bi 
34 

4 


iffcul | they are called in Holland, ſuch a Gentleman will have the 
f Mo. ame Revenue out of 10,000 J. when Intereſt is at 2 2 per 
untry,] 


Cent. as he could have in the ſame idle Way from 5000 J. 
naval it 5 per Cent. Intereſt, | 
ſhen. I As to the Improvement of Land, the only Objection 


8 Cu- dat has been made to it, is, that the Price of Labour and 
1 Who Materials, fit for Improvement, will riſe in Proportion to 

be Fall of Intereſt ; but this, Sir, will not hold; for the 
ind en. brice of nothing that can be imported will rife in Propor- 
10 ge. ion to the Fall of Intereſt; the only Reaſon why the 
by 1 Price of Land riſes in that Proportion, being, becauſe 
tha 


they cannot be imported. As to Labeur, whenever its * 
Price begins to riſe, Workmen and Labourers of all Kinds 
Wl Rock in upon you from Countries where Labour is 
cheap; and as to all Sorts of Materials and Proviſions, 
Ince they may be imported from other Countries, your 
Home Produce can never ſell for more than ſuch Commodi— 
ties can be imported and fold for; unleſs you ſhould prohi- 


he Subs] 
of the 
nds, It 
1 as the 
an can 


Lands, 


NO wy lit, or load with Duties, the Importation of thoſe Materials 
Lands, Mer Proviſions, which are neceſſary for the Improvement of 

10 155 Jour Lands, or the Subſiſtence of your Poor, which no Na- 
d 


lon, ſurely, will ever be mad enough to do. 

After having heard ſuch eſtabliſhed Maxims in Trade 
tontroverted, I hardly believed the Gentlemen of the other 
ide of the Queſtion would have admitted any Thing in 
tis Debate; but, I find, Sir, they do admit, that by tlie 
ReduRion propoſed, the Nation may get rid of Debt 
bree Years ſooner, or may aboliſh ſome of our molt heavy 

axes, and yet get entirely rid of Debt almoſt as ſoon. 

Wever, they have endeavoured to vilify this Advantage 


ges; lor] 
reſt, un- 
Money 
he Re- 
ved at 4 
1 ſell, 1 
vide his 
Dales he 


ce Of! f 8 
e much as poſſible, and, therefore, I mull give you the 
5 227 rouble to hear it ſtated in its true Light, In order to do 
PA. : 


ls, I muſt obſerve, that every Tax laid upon any Commo- 


cual dity, 
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Anno. 10 Geo. dity, raiſes the Price of that Commodity a great deal higher 
II. 1736-7. than the Value of the Tax laid upon it; becauſe the Mer 
A chant or Retailer muſt be paid for the Riſk and Intereſt af 


ing Fund together, amount to above three Millions yearly, 


tinuing all our Taxes tiil the Whole be paid off, the Na- 
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that Money which Le pays for the Tax, as well as gf 
that Money wich he pays for the prime Colt of the Com 
modity: And I mvit likewiſe obſerve, that the Expence 
cf collecting every Tax are all paid by the People; ſo that 
upon all our Cuitums and Exciſes in general, I may con. | 
pute, the People pay about one Third more than the net 
Produce brought in to the Public. Now as the Interef 
pow paid yearly upon all our public Debts, and the Sink. 


Enn reckon, that towards raiſins this nett Sum, the Peo. 
ple pay yearly four Millions; ſo that if by reducing tte] 
Intereſt upon all our public Funds to 3 per Cent. and col. 


tion do get entirely rid of Debt 7hrce Years ſooner than ve. bes 
can do if the Intereſt be continued at four, our People will bon, bY 
ſave the Value of this Annu'ty for three Years; and as an q ares 
Annuity of four Millions for three Years at 4 per Cent. Com. Ede ( 
pound Intereſt, amounts to 12,486, 400 / we mult recken, vill for 
that by this Reduction, the People of this Nation will faie age the 
that whole Sum; a Saving which, I hope, will not appear manifeſt 
inconſiderable, however trifling the three Years Difference the pre 
as to the Time of getting entirely rid of our Debts ma old, ou 
appear. | their E! 
But ſuppoſe, Sir, that upon the Reduction of Intereſt, we wit it 
ſoul] aboliſh Taxes equal in yearly Amount to that annull all Lan 
Saving. As the Amount or yearly Produce of the Taue der t. 
upon Sap and Candles comes neareſt to this Saving, I fhal reſt of 
ſuf pole them to be aboliſhed. Theſe two Taxes produced lary, 
in the Year ending at Midſummer laſt, about 365000 J. nett: * the 
lo that, including the Expences of Management, J reckot late of 
there was about 420,000 J. raiſed upon the People; and 3 I the K 
the advanced Price upon both theſe Commodities is reckoned ure may 
near doub'e the Value of the Tax laid upon them, I am dre up 
ſure, I may reckon, the People pay at leaft 600,000). 1 5 Ope 
Year, on Account of theſe two Taxes; which is an Annuig > Con 
they are to get free from by this Reduction 25 Years [oone! ould b 
than they can do, if Intereſt be continued at 4 fer Cen. 5. 
But an Annuity of 600,000/7. a Year for 25 Years, at Ya nay 
per Cen?, Compound Intereſt, amounts to 24,987,549 Ri 
Ia this Caſe, es the Nation will continue in Debt 749 Years 3 of 
and ha longer than if Things ſhould continue upon bei 8 ve 
preſent Footing, we malt deduct from this Sum the Annultf np 1 
which the People are to pay for that Time; which An: 1 
nuity will confit of the preſent Sinking Fund, being abo p [tat 
| 1,1 - 0,000 $2 
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1,10,000/. and the Intereſt upon our preſent Debt at 3 Anno 
| per Cent. being about 1, 440, oool, ſuppoſing our Debts to 
amount to 48 Millions. Theſe two Sums added together 


make 2, 5 90, ooo. to which add a Third more, and it 


| makes above 3, 450, ooo. which is the Annuity the People 


are to pay for two Years and a half longer than they would 
otherwiſe do; therefore, as I have ſaid, this Annuity for 


[that Time at 3 per Cent. Compound Intereſt, being near 


$,730,000/, mult be deducted from 24,987,5 407. and the 
remaining Sum, which is above 16,250,000/. is the Sum 
our People will fave by a Reduction of Intereſt, and im- 
mediately aboliſhing the Taxes upon Soap and Candles; 
and this Saving will, I hope, be looked on as a ſufficient 
Atonement for our continuing zo Years and a half longer 
in Debt. 

I beg Pardon, Sir, for making ſo much uſe of Calcula.. 
tion, but upon this Subject it is impoſſible to argue without 
Figures, and as there is nothing myſterious or uncommon 
in the Calculations I have made uſe of, I hope Gentlemen 
vill forgive me; for from theſe Calculations the Advan- 


the pretended Diſadvantages. In the firſt Place, we are 
old, our Noble Families and Landed Gentlemen mutt ruin 
their Eſtates, in order to provide for their younger Children; 
sf it were abſolutely neceſſary the younger Children of 
all Landed Gentlemen ſhould be bred up to Idleneſs, in 


reſt of their Money. Sir, this is ſo far from being ne— 
elary, that we certainly ought to prevent it, if poilible; 


aud the only Way of preventing it is, to lower the common 


Rate of Intereſt: The younger Son of the beit Nobleman 
In the Kingdom may make as good a Figure, and [ am 
ure may be much more ſerviceable to his Country, by being 
ted up a Merchant, than by being bred up to follow Plays 
and Operas in Town, or Fox-hounds and Horſe-matches in 
If: Country. But, ſuppoie that every Landed Gentleman 
dould be obliged to give his younger Children greater For— 
nes; if he is frugal, and has a Mind to provide for them 


Jearly in the Expence of his Family, by the Aboliſhing of 
Mme of our moſt Heavy Taxes, by which he will be enabled 
0 give them greater Fortunes. If he has a Mind to leave 


Wn to their Fortunes will be no additional Burden upon 
8 Eſtate; for as the total Value of his Eſtate mult increaſe 
i Proportion, and the yearly Value likewie may proda- 
Vol. IV. 1 „ bly 


age the Nation will reap from the Reduction only, is made 
manifeſt beyond Contradiction: And now I ſhall examine 


nder to live like fine Gentlemen and Ladies upon the In- 


Ya narrow Way of Living, he will ſave a gieat deal more 


em a Mortgage upon his Eſtate, a proportionable Addi- 
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bly be much improved, a Mortgage of 20,0001. for younger 


Childrens Portions, when Intereſt is reduced to 3 per Cent. 
and the Price of Lands raiſed to above 33 Years Purchaſe, 


will be no greater Burden upon an Eſtate, as to the total | 
Value, than 12,0007. is, now that Intereſt is at 5 per Cent. 


and the Price of Lands at 20 Years Purchaſe; and as t9 


the Intereſt Money, ſurely G6o0/. a Year, the Intereſt ef 
20,,00/. at 3 per Cent. can be no greater Charge upon tte 
im proved Rent of an Ellate, than 600/. a Year, the Inteteſt 
of 12,000/. at 5 per Cent. upon the preſent Rent ef tle | 


{ame Eilate, witnout any Improvement. 

To pretend, Sir, that all Branches of Trade are, or can 
be overitock'd, is a very great Miſtake, and a very dauge- 
rous Miltike, if it ſhould ever obtain ſo much Credit ast: 


influence the publick Meatures of a Country; for no Sort 
of Trade or Buſineſs rejating to the Exports of a Country 


Can be overitocked ; but on the contrary, the more there 
are of every ſuch Trade or Buſineſs, the cheaper the Com- 
modities they manufacture or deal in will be ſold in foreign 
Markets; and the cheaper they are fold, the more of them 
will be ſold, the more certainly will you prevent Foreigners 


from interfering with you in the Trade; which will always] 


be a Benefit to the Nation in general, tho? not to advantt 


geous to the particular Perſons concerned. I ſhall ſuppole,] 


for Example's Sake only, that the original Materials of a 
Hat fold beyond Seas for @ Clinca, do not colt above 75. 


and that the other 14.5. are divided between the Wor::mel 
for their Labour; the Maſter- Manufacturer for his Profits 


and his Trouble in employing thoſe Workmen; and the 


Merchant-Exporter, for his Profit, and Trouble in exports 


ing: If you ſhould, by increaſing the Number of Wok. 
men and Dealers in this Way, bring the Work men to work 
for a 4th Part leſs Wages, and the Mafter-Manuf:cturer, 
and Merchant-Exporter, to deal for a 4th Part lets Profit 
that Hat would then be fold in a foreign Market for 175 


64. and if by ſelling ſo cheap you ſhall engroſs the Marken 


you would probably ſell RR Hats for every one you nov 
ſell; ſo that for every Guinea now returned to the Nation, 
there would then be 35 5. returned, and double the Work 


men employed; with this additional Advantage, that yo} 
would much more certainly preſerve that Trade than 09 


can do at preſent, Thus it appears that the Workmen 4% 


Dealers in any ſuch Branch of Trade can never be too ir 
merous, and therefore, the Trade can never be oyeritocked, 
unleſs we ſuppoſe it poſſible that one Nation might hate 
more of ſuch Dealers and Workmen thin would be ſuft 
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ſeſſons and Branches of Trade not any Way concerned in An 10. Ge 


Export, may be overſtocked ; but even with reſpect to them, II. 17 36-7. 


the more there are the better, and the cheaper our People 
will be ſerved ; and when they are very much overitock'd, 


| thoſe who cannot live by the Buſineſs they were bred to, 


will ſeek for Employment in ſome other Way, and few or 
none of the riſing Generation will be bred to that Sort of 
Buſineſs 3 therefore the Public has very little Concern about 
the Overſtocking of any Branch of Trade; their Care 
ought to be to force as many of their People into Trade as 
poſſible, and then, like a good General of an Army, to take 
ſpecial Care that their Enemies or Rivals ſhall gain no ac- 
cidental or artful Advantage of them, in any Branch of 
Trade, in which they are or may be employed. 


As to Farming, I believe, there is no great Danger that 


many of our Gentlemens Sons would betake themſelves to 
that Sort of Buſineſs, Jet us reduce Intereſt to what we 
will; but if they ſhould, it would not ſurely be a Diad- 
rantage to our Landholders to have rich Jenants, or to 
have more Bidders for the Leaſes of their Farms. The 
richer the Tenants are, the more able will they be to im- 
prove their Farms, and the more purctually will the Rent 
be paid; and the more Bidders there are, the more eati'y 
may the Landlord raiſe his Rent; ſo that this is one of tne 
irongeſt Arguments for ſhewing that a low) Intereſt will 
naturally improve the yearly Value of our Lind Eſtates. 


| Then as to the Widows and Orphans concerned in our 


Funds, and who have nothing elſe to depend on for a Sub- 
litence; a Widow or Orphan who has 5004. Annuity 
dock, will aſter the Reduction have 151. a Year, and I can- 
dot think any Perſon that has 15/. a Year certain, wirhout 
Labour or Toil, can be reckoned an Object of Com paſſion, 
becauſe there are many Places in England where a ſingle 
perſon may live comfortably upon ſuch an Income. But 
uppoſe 100097. Stock, which is double the Income, if we 
amine the Liſts before us, we ſhall find many of the Per- 
lns in thoſe Liſts have ſomething elle to truſt to; and if 
there were none ſuch, the Number of them can bear no 
! roportion to the Millions of Poor that will be relieved by 
wolſhing any one of our heavy Taxes, nor ought it to be 
af any Weight in our Deliberations upon an Affair in which 

the Preſervation of our Trade is ſo eſſentially concerned. 
Laſtly, Sir, J muſt take Notice of the great Diſadvantage, 
Wich, 'tis pretended, would accrue to the Cities of London 
ind Weſtminſter, and the Counties adjacent, by a Reduction 
ot the Intereſt payable upon the public Funds. If this 
Reduction ſhould happen to be general upon all our Funds, 
TT1% K 


AU 


— — er" Ad 


11.473687. 


(436) 


Anno 10. Geo, it would amount to about 400, ooo. a Vear; let us ſee now | 


how this would affect the Trade of the Retailers, Farmers, 


WYNY Gardeners, and Tradeſmen, in and about the City of Lap, 


Firſt we muſt obſerve, there. is at leaſt one 4th Part of our 


Funds belongs to Perſons who reſide abroad; ſo that we | 


muſt dedu& at leaſt 100,0007. from this 400,000/. and then 
there will remain but 300,000/, Next we mult obſerve, 


that a great Part, by far, I believe, the greateſt Part of our 


Funds belong to Perſons who do not ſpend , ſome not 1 of 


the Revenue they have from thoſe Funds; and ſome Part of 


them belongs to Perſons who reſide for the whole or greatet 


Part of the Year in diſtant Counties; ſo that upon the | 
whole, I believe, I may reckon there is not above = Part 


of this 300,000/. actually ſpent yearly in or about London: 


therefore the moſt we can reckon is, that, by this Reduction, 


the Inhabitants in and about London will loſe the taking of 


100,000/. a Year, which they now take yearly from our | 
Stockholders for Wares purchaſed out of their Shops, } 
Farms, or Gardens, or for Work done; but as many of the 
Wares purchaſed in their Shops either come from abroad, | 
or from the diſtant Counties of Britain, therefore, I am 


ſure, we may reckon the Inhabitants in and about London 
will not loſe of real Profit or Wages above 50,000/ a 
Year. 


and uſeful Part of the Inhabitants will ſuffer little or no 
Diminution in their preſent Cuſtom or Buſineſs. 


This, Sir, is the Charge; and now let me turn to the 
other Side of the Account, according as it will ſtand by the 
Propolition my worthy Friend has made to us. He pro- 


poſes, that if this Reduction takes the Duties 


Place, 


upon Candles, Soap, Coals and Leather ſhould be taken off, 
J ſhall ſuppoſe only the two firſt taken off; becauſe theſe 


twoalone will, I am ſure, do much more than balance the 
Account. 
Pay at leaſt COO, ooo“. a Year for Soap and Candles, more 
than they would pay if there were no ſuch Duties; there. 


fore the taking off theſe Duties will be a yearly Profit of 
 600,000/. a Year to the whole People of England; and as} 
the Cities of London end Weſtminſter, Borough of Seath- | 
e, and Counties adjacent, conſume more Soap and Car 


ales than all the reſt of the Kingdom, or at leaſt pay more 
than half of the yearly Produce of the Duties, we mut 
reckon that the taking off of theſe two Duties will 


be a yearly Saving, and conſgquently a yearly Profit, of 


300,000 


And as every Man, who retrenches his Expence, 
begins with that which is the moſt ſuperfluous, we may pre. 
ſume this Loſs will fall chiefly upon our Plays, Operas, | 
Concerts, and Maſquerades ; in which Cafe, the induſtricus 


I have already ſhewn that the People of England} 
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400,000 /. to the Inhabitants in and about London, as an Anno 10. Ceo, 


Atonement for the 


by the Reduction of intereſt, and thereby leflening the 
yearly Revenue, and conſequently the Expence. of our 
Cock holders. 

But, Sir, as this Saving may at firſt View appear a lictle 
extraordinary, I mult trouble you with another Compu- 
ation, to ſhew that it is far from being imaginary, Let 
ne ſuppoſe then, that in London, Weſtminſter, Southzvark, 
and the Counties adjacent, there is but a Million of Peo- 
ple ; 300,000 J. a Year divided among «a Million of Per- 
ſons comes to 65. a Year to every Perſon, for his Share of 
what is paid on Account of the Duties on Soap and Can- 
des; ſo that a Man who has {7x Perſons in his Family, by 
ths Computation, is preſumed to pay but 365. a Year on 
Account of theſe two Duties; and conſidering that for 
every Pound of Candles he buys, there is 2 4. laid out on 
Account of the Duty; and for every Pound of Soap he 
buys, or is bought on his Account, there is at leaſt 2 4. + 
kid out on Account of the Duty; I believe this Compu— 
tation will not appear extravagant; for it is ſuppoſing him 
to conſume but 10 or 12 Dozen of Candles, and 6 or 7 
Dozen of Soap, which I think is the leaſt we can ſuppoſe 
to be conſumed by our Shopkeepers and Trademen, one 
wth another, in their Shops, Kitchens, Chambers, and 
Working Houſes. From hence it is evident, that the Inha- 
bitants in and about the City of London would gain 250,000 /. 
2 Tear clear Profit by the Propoſition now before us; and 
to this we ſhould add the yearly Saving, and conſequently 


50, 00 J. a Year they are to loſe II. x 


to the early Profit, that would accrue to them, by aboliſhing the 
by the Duties upon Coals and Leather, I am amazed how any 
le pro- Citizen of London, not deeply concerned in Stocks, can diſ- 
Duties pprove of ſuch a Propoſition; I am ſure the honourable 
zen of, WI Gentleman who made it, deſerves their Thanks in the moſt 
e theſe WW puolic and the moſt grateful Manner. 

nce the Ul The two Ends propoſed by this Scheme are, tis true, 
England ii Gr, either to enable us to pay our Debts off ſooner than 
5, more e can otherwiſe do, or to give an immediate Relief to 
there- 


dur People, by aboliſhing ſome of our moſt heavy Taxes ; 


ofit of WW but thele two Ends are propoſed ſeparately, or rather diſ— 
and as unctively, and not jointly, as the Gentlemen of the other 
f South: | vide of the Queſtion have repreſented; and that it will 
d Ca: dot be incompatible but neceſſarily effectual for one or t'other 
xy more Wh © theſe Ends, according as we ſhall chuſe, the Gentlemen 
de mul. Wl itemſelves have acknowledged. When we have approved 
ies will of the Scheme, in ſo far as it relates to the Reduction of 
rofit, of WI iitereſt, it is then Time enough to chuſe which of thele 
30,000! Ends 


736-7. 
WY 
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Arno 10. Geo. Ends we ſhall apply the Saving to; but J cannot help nom 
11. 1736-7. deciaring my Opinion, that we ought to apply that Swing 
WT YR and fomething more, to the immediate Abo iſhing of ſome: 

of our Taxes; not only, becauſe the People will gain more 


Time ec 
have an? 
lefs com 
have be 


— — n — 
0 7 


by an immediate Relief from ſome of our moſt heavy 
Taxes, than they can gain by a total Diſcharge oi cur 
Debts 3 or 4 Years ſooner or later, but becauſe it is become 
abſoluteiy neceſſary, if we have a Mind to preterve ur 
rade, to aboliſh ſome of our Taxes, as well as to reduct 
the natural Intereſt of Money. 

J have always been, Sir, and ſtill am againlt applying 


the Sinking Fund, or any Part of it, to the current Servize; 


becauſe I think ſuch an Application directiy contrary to the 
Intention of its Eſtabliſhmert, as well as inconſiſtent wh 
that Juſtice which is due to our public Creditors, The 
ultimate End and Intention of its Eſtabliſhment was, to 
free the People from ſo.ne of thoſe Taxes they were then 
ſubject to, and which were mortgaged fur the Payment of 
thoſe Debts contracted before December 25, 1716, and the 
only Means of doing this was by paying of by degrees the 


Debts, for which thole Taxes were mortgaged : but when] 


you have paid off thoſe Debts, you have it certainly in your 


Power, either to apply the Saviog made by ſuch Payment, 


to increaſe, for the future, the Sinking Fund, or you m-y ap- 
Ply that Saving to the ultimate End and Intention oi the 
Ettabliſhment of that Fund, I mean, the Freeins of the 
Peopie from ſome Tax or other, whoſe yearly Produce os 
not exceed the Amount of the Saving you have made 9 
ſuch Payment. That this was the Opinion of Parliament 
appears {rom the almoſt unanimous Reſolution with reſpett 
to aboliſhing the Salt Duty; fof I do not remember thi! 
any Gentleman then inſiſted upon the Creditors having al 
indeſeaſioie Right, not only to the Sinking-Fund as it then 
tood, but to ali the Savings which might grow by the Pays 
ments made to the public Creditors; and that none of tho? 
Faxes mortgaged for the Payment of our public Dents 
could be taken off or aboliſhed by Parliament, as long 3 


there was @ Shilling due of any ot thole Debts, for Which 


the Taxes were mortgaged. 


Bat ſuppoſe, Sir, this had been then, or at any Time 
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ſince, my Opinion, I am ſure I have lately found ve) 
good Reaſons for changing it; for Jam now fully con- 
vinced, the Sinking-Fund will never be duly and regular? 
applied, either to the Payment of thoſe Debts contracted 
before the Year 1716, or to the Abolithing of any of the 
Taxes mortgaged for that Purpoſe : I am now by Exp*! 
ence ſully convinced, it is a Fund which Minitters in el 
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Time coming will be nibling at; and T do not think I 4 10. Ges. 
have any great Reaſon to expect, that Parliaments will be II. 1736-7. 

les complaiſant to Miniſters in Time to come 
have been in Time paſt. 
ar from deſiring to fee the Sinking-Fund increaſed, that 
if any other poſſible Method can be contrived for paying 
cur Debts honourably and fairly, I ſhall be for having it 
entirely aboliſhed ; becauſe, I am afraid, it may hereafter 
provea Fund for running the Nation into needleſs Expences, 
ckner than it will prove a Fund for diſcharging any 
Part of our Debt, or freeing the People from any of the 
heavy axes they now groan under. And as I think the 
turning of a great Part of our Debts into Annaities ſor 


For this Reaſon, Sir, I am fo 


Lile or Years, or the Sale of ſuch Annuities, and applying 
the Parchaſe Money towards paying off our Debts as far as 
t will go, is the only Way of paying off our Debts ho- 
nourably and fairly, and at the ſame Time annihilating the 
whole or a great Part of the Sinking-Fund ; therefcre, I 
molt heartily join with my worthy Friend in that Part of 
his Scheme Which relates to the opening Books of Sub- 
ſription for the Sale of Annuities, upon the Terms he pro- 
poles; becauſe theſe Annuitics will ceaſe of courle; and as 
ſoon as a ſufficient Number of them are fold, we may then 
order it ſo, that the Taxes ſhall ceaſe of courſe, and in 
Proportion as the Annuities ſhall ceaſe or determine: 
Whereas, if we continue upon the preſent Footing, I am 
arad the Doctrine lately broached will prevail, that the 
Nation ought always to be kept under its preſent Load of 
Debts, and the People under their preſent Load of Taxes ; 
and that the Sinking-Fund will be generally diverted to- 
wards the Current Service, or towards diſcharging ſome 
Debt lately contracted, in order to gain the falſe and empty 
Applauſe for future Miniſters, that they have not laid any 
unneceſſary Loads upon the People, or ſubjected them to 
ay new and unheard-of Taxes. 

As for the Practicability of the Scheme, I believe, Sir, 
That will ſufficiently appear, by ſetting the Gentlemen of the 
her Side of the Queſtion right, in a Miſtake they have 
committed, with reſpect to the preſent natural Rate of In- 
lerelt upon public Securities, They have told us, that if 
ne preſent Rate of Interell upon ſuch Securities Were at 3 
er Cent. our Annuitities at 4 fer Cent. ought to fell ar 
33 3, Bank Stock at 183 ;, and Faſt India at 200 J. per 
ent. This Calculation, 1 luppoſe, they take from this Pro- 
portion, that if 3 ger Cent. gives 100 J. 4 per Cent, the 
pelent Dividend on 4 fer Cent. Annuities, ought to give 
1335 and ſo for the zeit in Proportion to their reſpective 
Dividends; 


„than they, 


per Cent. for 6 Vears, the Principal to be then ſunk. And 
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Ano 10. Geo, Dividends But does not every Gentleman ſee the the Error the nati 
in this Method of Calculation? However, to make tial Stock 
Error manifeſt, I muſt obſerve, that the Price of erer 0 1. 1 
one of our Stocks at Par, is the Price of an Annuity J paid, 8 
continue till the Principal be repaid; becauſe the Publie Annuit; 
ſtands obliged to pay them 100 J. in Money, for every} fr 10Y 
100 J. Stock they ſtand poſſeſſed of: But as to the rind Ee. to 
Price upon any of our Stocks, it is the Price of an Annuithy rr 
to continue for a certain or uncertain Term of Years a tend of 
Fond perdu, as the French call it; that is, upon the Ceafing provab[ 
of the Annuity the Priacipal is to be entirely loſt; becauſe Annult) 
let that advanced Price riſe as high as it will, the Pubic © at 
ſtands obliged to pay them no more than 100 J. in Money, Cart. t. 
for every 100 J. Stock they ſtand poſſeſſed of. hs 

Now, Sir, with reſpe& to our Annuities at 4 Per Crt, won E 
does not every one ſuppoſe we ſhall be able in 6 Years toil :* 
reduce them to 3 per Cent. but ſuppoſing it ſhould be 10 rt, 
Years, then if the natural Intereſt of Money be no lower! terally 
than 3 per Cent. our 4 per Cent. Annuities ought not to fell © 
for above 108 + per Cent. becauſe in that Caſe, an Annuity] ir mar 
of 3 per Cent. till the Principal be repaid, can be worth pya f 
no more, nor can it ſell for any more than 100 J. And an Renew: 

_ Annuity of 1 per Cent. for 10 Years, at the End of which From 
Time the Principal is to be ſunk, as well as the Annuity to aut ul 

. ceaſe, is in preſent Value, at the fame Rate of Interet, ninak 
worth no more, nor can fell it for any more than 8 4; ſo Condit 

| that according to the preſent Price of our 4 per Cent, And ling v 

nuities, the natural Intereſt of Money muſt be under 3 5. (ently | 
Cent. becauſe they ſell for 113 J. per Cent. which is 4 2 vir] open 
Cent. higher than they could ſell for, if the natural Intereſt} iereſt 
of Money were not under 3 per Cent. al 
Then as to the Bark, tis well known they divide but 5} G born 

4 per Cert. that their Term expires in 6 Years, and that "mk 
their Annuity cannot continue any longer than that Times] N 

| becauſe if proper Meaſures be taken, they may be paid * by Ex 
in that Time, and if their Term of Banking be continued . 
any longer, they ought to pay a valuable Conſideration for! r 
it; from whence we mutt reckon, that their Stock, if the 10 liſt 
natural Intereſt of Money were no higher than 3 per Cent. ble to 
ought not to ſell for above 113 + or 114 per Cent at mot, gh 


which is 100/. for the Annuity. of 3 per Cent. till the i 8 
Principal be repaid, and 13 3 or 14 for an Annuity of 23 "lis 


per to 
the ſpe 
no pub 


laſtly, as to Eaſt- India Stock, as they are now eſtabliſhed 3 
Company for ever, and their exclufive Privilege to contin 


till the Year 1769, and as they divide 6 per Cent. 2/" Vo! 


Cent. Whereof is from the Profits of their Trade, ſuppe“ 
| the 
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the natural Intereſt of Money no lower than 3 per Cent. their Anno 10. Geo. 
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To Stock ought not to ſell for above 149 f per Cent. which is II. 1736-7, 
8 100 J. for the 3 per Cent. to continue till the Principal be re- A 
is paid, 8 and ſome more than 2 per Cent. for the 1 per Cert, * ; [| 
Þ; 1 Annuity, which tis ſuppoſed the Government muſt as yet pay 1 
* for 10 Vears, and near 41 per Cant, for an Annuity of 2 per ii 
©" YN Cert. to continue for 32 Years, being the Reſidue of the Term 1 
or their excluſive Privilege, at the End of which the Divi- ' 
on dend of 2 per Cent. from the Profits of their Trade will | f 
Y 5 probably ceale ; and the principal Money now paid for the | 9 
r Annuity proceeding from thoſe Profits will be entirely ſunk; 1 ' 
Publict ſo that ſuppoſing the natural Intereſt of Money at 3 pe, i 
fons Cent. the Premium upon Bax Stock, according to the Price 1 ö 
ney, Wil i: now ſells for, is above 37 per Cent. and the Premium {| 
„Ce, on Ea ſt-India Stock, is above 30 per Cent. both which il 
al ue much higher than the Premium upon 3 per Cent. Secu- 
* * ties, and is occaſioned, I believe, by People's being ge- 
gm” ! verally of Opinion, that the excluſive Privilege will be 
t to fell continued to each of the Companies reſpectively, perhaps 
nov for many Generations, without their being ever obliged to 
wonk d a full and adequate Conſideration to the Public for the 


ind Renewal of their T'erm. 
From hence it muſt appear, that the natural Rate of In- 


ny treſt upon all public Securities is under 3 per Cent. and to 
1550 nnuate, that the Creditors of the Public are in a worſe 
1 o condition than any Pledgee or Mortgagee, is really ſome- 
1. And thing very extraordinary, when all Mankind appear fo evi- 
ol (ently to be of a contrary Opinion; for tho' à War ſhould 
| 37 * tappen, it will, I hope, rather lower than raiſe the natural} 
5 i 5 al tereſt of Money, becauſe, I hope, our Government will 

wer again fall into that dangerous and deiuding Method 
bed f borrowing Money for the Expences of the War, but will 
1 early raiſe. as much as may be neceſſary for ſupporting the 


Expences of the War, and anſwering the whoie annual pub- 


7 le Expence. And to pretend, that the Scheme may be 

ntinued rendered impracticable, by a Combination among our rich 

0 fol noney'd Men, is ſtill more extaordinary ; for a Conſpiracy 
ib the for diſtreſſing the Public, in order to prevent us from being 

„Cent. ble to relieve the People from any of their Taxes, what- 

t most, "er it may reckoned by our Lawyers, would, 1 am ure, 


be reckoned by the People a Sort of High Treaton againſt 
the State, and would conſequently make the People thinks 
liemſelves juitified in any Meaſures, they might think pro- 
Fer to take, for relieving themſelves from their Taxes in 
the ſpeedieſt and moſt effectual Manner; therefore, I hope, 
to public Creditor, nor any money'd Man in the Kingdom, 

Vor. IV. K k k will 
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wil! be ſo raſh and imprudent, as to enter into any ſuch | 


Combination or Con!piracy, 
Afrer what J had faid, Sir, I believe the Arguments made 


uſe of or ſhewipg the Impracticability of the Scheme, will 
entirely yanith; and the Dangers we are threatened with, 


either from its zucceeding Or not ſucceeding, will, upon 


Examination, appear as little ſubſtantial. That the Sueceſs 
of the Scheme, or even the Attempt, will make Foreigners, 


eſpccially the Dutch, draw out their Money all at once, isa 


Mi fertune we have been threatned with upon all intended 


Reductions; and I am convinced we ſhail now fird thoſe 


Threats as ill-greunded as ever they were found upon any 
former Occaſion. 
cular'y the Datch, there are two inſurmountable Obliacies, 


which will prevent their drawing away their Money ; one 


of which is, that it is impoſſivle for them to find Purchaſers 


at any I hing near the Value, if any great Number of them} 


ſhould reſolve to ſeli; and the other 1s, that it is impoſſible 
for them to get 3 per Cent for their Money any where 


elſe, upon any Security equally good; for the higheti In- 
tereſt at preſent in their own Country is but 3 per Cent. 


and the lowel in many Caſes under 2; fo that %e Mili 


Sterling on'y brought from Encland to be lent in Holland. 
would very probably fun the natural Intereſt of hiovey 


down to 2, or perhaps to 1 per Cent. And as to our ov 


People, ſome of them might probably draw out their} 


Money, in order to lend it on Mortgages at 3 + per Cem. 


on good perſonal Security at 4, or on indifferent perlonal} 


Security at 5; which is one of the great Advantages to be 


expected from the Scheme; but the Sum to be drawn out 
for theſe Purpoſes could have no great Influence upon out] 
public Securities; becauſe the drawing out of any great 


Sum wou'd bring the natural Intereſt of Money upon pf 
vate: Securities below the natural Intereſt upon public; 
which can never happen as long the Generality of Man- 
kind hive a much better Opinion of the latter, than the) 
have of the former. And as to the preſent Fall of Stocks, 
we know it proceeds from the Practices in*Change- Alt), 


where, we know, ſo ne People have been mighty induſtrious. 
I wiſh they had not been ſo: I wiſh their Behaviour at this 


Time may never be made uſe of as an Argument againk 


ail our public Creditors in eeneral ; for. when the Behavl- | 
our of ſome becomes a public Nuiſance, it may be made 
nie of againſt the whole Body; as was lately the Caſe, with 
reſpect to the Diſtillers and Retailers of Spirituous Liquors.“ 


| ſhall! grant, Sir, the Reduction of Intereſt might ver) 


probably dimipiſh the advanced Price upon our F unds; * 


With reſpect to Foreigners, Sir. parti- 
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Jam convinced it would not bring them under Par, nor Ann 10. G4. 
any Thing near to it; nay, I do not know but the Benefit II. 1536 7. 
of not being obliged to receive any Part of their Principal, 9 


nor to have their Intereſt leſſened for 14 Vears to come, 
would raiſe the Price of all our Annuities above what they 
now ell for; I think I have good Reaſon to believe it 
would, However, the advanced Price is what the Public 
neither has, nor ought to have any Concern about ; for to 


fay we ought not to do or attempt any Thing that may 


tend to diminiſh the advanced Price our Stocks ſell for, 
would be an Argument againſt ever paying them any Part 
of their Principal, as well as againſt reducing the Intereſt 
now payable to them; and now it is made uſe of againſt 


attempting to reduce their Intereſt, I hope it will have juſt 


as much Weight, and no more, than if it had been made ule 
of for our coming to a Reſolution never to pay a Shilling 
more of the Principal of any of our Debts, but to turn the 
dinking Fund to ſome other Ute yearly, and continue to 
pay the ſame Annuity we now pay for ever: Which Re- 
ſolution many Perſons without Doors would be glad of, 
tho I am certain no Gentleman within theſe Walls would 
ever agree to it. | „5 
There is, therefore, Sir, no Danger to be apprehended, 
either from the Succeſs or Diſappointment of the Scheme. 
To attempt it, is not climbing up a Precipice; it is only at- 
tempting to do that which we are in Duty bound to attempt, 
as often as there is the leaſt Proſpect of Succeſs; and at 
preſent we ſhall moſt certainly meet with ſome, This the 
declared Enemies of the Scheme are ſufficiently aware of ; 
tiey would not have been ſo induftrious in their Oppoſition, 
if they had not known it would certainly meet with great 
ducceſs; and I am ſurprized to hear it ſaid, the preſent loud 
and general Complaints are nothing but Vapours : Every 
Man in the Kingdom, who has not great and {uperftuous 
dums coming in yearly from our Funds, or from {ome Polit 
or Penſion, is fully ſenſiole of the National Diſtemper we 


are under; and 1 am ſure no State Phyſician in the Ring- 


dom can preſcribe a better, or at leait a more honourable 
Remedy, than that now in our Offer; if we do not app. 
it, I ſhall deſpair of ever ſeeing a Remedy applicd, till we 
change both our Phyſicians and Nurſes. | 

Has any Man ſaid, has any Man pretended, Sir, that the 


Loſs an Annuitant or Stock bolder is to ſuſtain by the Re- 


duction, will be made good to him by aboliſhing the Duty 
upon Candles? This is treating the Subject more ludi— 
crouſly than it deſerves, or ought to be treated; but I will 
lay, it is better for every Annuitant and Stockholder to take 
KKK 2 that 
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Anno 10. Geo, that which is the natural Intereſt of Money in his Country; Small B. 


II. 1736 7. than to run the Riſk of being ſoon deemed an Uſurer, 


ſuch Securities, or paying thoſe off who are not willing to 


the Good of the Public will, Jam ſure it ought to be pre- 
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whereby he may come to loſe both P:.ucipal and Intereſt. 
The Reducing of the Intereſt payable upon public Secu- 
rities to that, which we find to be the natura] Intereſt upon 


take that Intereſt, is not laying any Tax upon our public | 
Creditors ; but the continuing to pay them 4 per Cent. 
when the natural Intereſt of Money is under 3, is really 
making them a Preſent of 400,000 d. Sterling a Year; 
and I am ſure the Public is in no Condition to make, nor 
can they pretend Merit enough to deſerve, ſuch a con- 
ſiderable Preſent, To pretend therefore, that the Reduction 
propoſed would be laying a Tax of 5 s. in the Pound upon 
them, mult appear to be a very great Miſtake ; and to ſay, 
that in the preſent Ceaſe, there is no Diſtinction to be made 
between the public Creditors and the Public, becauſe they 
are a Part of our own People, muſt appear to be as great 2 
Miſtake, if we conſider, that in all Caſes, where the private 
Advantage of any Sett of our own People comes to be in- 
conſiſtent with the Good of the Public, a Diſtinction not 
only then may, but muſt be made, between that Sett of our 
own People, and the Public ; and in all ſuch Caſes, 1 hope 


ferred. Is not this the Cale now before us? It is for the Nen I a 
private Advantage of our public Creditors, to receive from Nemploy 
the Public yearly a Preſent of 400,000 J. but I am ſure it Mite Co 
is inconſiſtent with the Good of the Public to continue Met then 
making them any ſuch Preſent. Ido 
But of all the Arguments that have been make Uſe of igainſt 
againſt this Reduction, I think the hardeſt and moſt ex- }Winiver: 
traordinary is, to ſay, that becauſe our People have long Nope w 
paid, and been accuſtomed to the paying of heavy Taxes, eater 
therefore there can be no Compaſſion in relieving them have a 
from any of thoſe Taxes. This, I ſay, I muſt think very therefo 
hard as well as extraordinary; and I am ſure it is as extra- {WI edu®t 
ordinary to ſay, we have no Taxes upon the Neceſſaries of n the 
Life. For my Part, I do not know any one Neceſſary of bereſt a 
Life, upon which we have not ſome Tax or another, except Navays 
Water; and we can put no Ingredient, I know of, into I wou! 
Water, in order to make it palatable and chearful, without Why Z 
paying a Tax. We pay a Tax for Air, and for the Light Witte ce 
and Heat of the Sun in the Day Time, by Means of our Circur 
Tax upon Windows; and for Light and Heat in the Night I made | 
Time, by Means of our Duties upon Coals and Candles: do not 
we pay a Tax upon Bread, Meat, Roots, and Herbs, of all 1 
lt r 


Kinds, by Means of our Salt- Duty; ve pay a Io apo 
| mall | 
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mall Beer, by Means of the Malt Tax, and a heavy addi- Ang 10. Ces. 


ntry; 

ſurer, tional Tax upon ſtrong Beer, by Way of Exciſe; nay we II. 1736-7. 
tereſt. Wcinnot have any clean hing to put upon our Backs, either A 
Secu Not Wooilen or Linnen, without paying a Tax, by Means of 


upon Ine Duty upon Soap: And tho' molt of theſe Taxes may 


ng to tem to be {mall and eaſy to a rich Stockholder, who has 


public WThouſands a Year coming in, yet to a poor Labourer or Ma- 


Cent, Winufacturer, who has not perhaps above 8 4. or 1 5. a Day, 


really and himſelf and Family to maintain out of it, every one 
Year ; Nef them muit ſeem giievous, and always will be ſeverely 
e, nor elt; till he can prevail with his Maſter, on account of theſe 
con- axes, to raiſe his Wages ; and then, by the Loſs of Em- 
uction Wployment, he is brougut into a worſe Condition than he 
upon vas before. Therefore, from the great Diſtreſs many ſuch 
to fay, poor Families are in, and the infinite Multitude there are 
made ef ſuch in che Kingdom, Compaſſion may be ſtrongly 
e they ]Whpicated in Favour of the Reduction, and can, in my Opi- 
Treat a Niion, have little or no Weight on the other Side of the 
private ]Whocale ; for Gentlemen may talk what they will about Or- 
be in- hans, Widows, and other Ladies, but I believe the Re- 
on not auction will bring few or none of them into pitiful Circum- 
of our Wſſances ; it will only oblige ſome of them to betake them- 


| hope Whtives to Buſineſs inftead of living idly, or to retire to the 
De pre- Country inſtead of living at London; and for this very Rea- 
for the ion J am for the Reduction, becauſe I love to ſee People 
e from employed; and as I am a Country Gentleman, and love 
ſure it ue Company of the Ladies, I defire to have a few more 


of them in the Country with us. 

I do not remember, Sir, any one Argument made uſe of 
2yainſt the Reduction, but what I have now either fully 
Finlwered, or ſhewn to be an Argument in its Favour ; and I 
lope what I have ſaid upon this Subject will have the 
greater Weight, becauſe every one that knows me, knows 1 
have a very conſiderable Share in the public Funds, and that 
therefore it is as much my immediate Intereſt to oppoſe a 
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aries of in the Kingdom; but I ſhall always conſider my future In- 
flary of ereſt as well as my immediate Intereſt; and I hope I ſhall 
except Wilvays be ſo wiſe as to prefer the public Intereſt to both. 
f, into L vould not perhaps have been at ſo much Pains to ſhew 


without 
> Light | 
of our 
Night 
andles; 
of all 


X Ph Malt remarkable Manner; in order to convince Poſterity, 
Small as 


My Zeal in Fayour of the Queſtion, if it had not been for 
the contrary Behaviour of ſome, who are in the ſame 
Circumſtances with me; but when I obſerved ſome Practices 
made uſe of without Doors againſt the Queſtion, which I 


ReduCtion, as it can be the immediate Intereſt of moſt Men 


do not think altogether juſtifiable, I thought it incumbent 
upon me to declare my Approbation of the Queſtion in the 


— — > = __ 
— — = — 


— 


= — 


——— — © I =o 3 > TIPS Peres - b 
— x — —— — — — — 8 K * 
: 2 © = == — 2 — SE= — = — 0 5 
_ — — — —— 2 — _ — I 


— 
— —— — —— — . = 


— 
— 


72 


—— 


5 
Wy 
{ 
It 
; 
' 
15 


— 


II. 17367. 
A 


( 446 ) 


Ann 10. Geo. as much as lies in my Power, that ſuch Practices ought not 


to be imputed to the public Creditors in general; and! 
wiſh the [ime may never come, when the public Creditosz 
will have Reaſon to thank me for the Record I have jefc in 
their Favour. | hee | 
Thus we have given the Subſtance of what was ſaid jn 
the two Days Debate upon the Motion made by Sir John 
Barnard for ſome Gentlemen in the iſt Day's Debate, 


who ſeemed to ſpeak agiinit the Motion, having dec'ared, 


they thought the Motion of ſuch Coniequence, that they 
could not freely give their Opinion upon it without further 
Time to conſider of it, therefore the further Conſider tion 
of the Affair was put off till that Day Sevennight, as befure 
mentioned; and towards the End of the Debate, the ſecond 
Day, Thomas Winnirg'on Eſq; tiood up, and made a ſhun 
Speech, as follows, viz. 

SI R, | 

Whether a further Reduction of Intereſt, natural 
or legal, may tend to the Auvan.age or Difadvattage 


of the Nation in general, or whether the natural Intereſt} 


of Money, lent on public Securities, be below 3 V% Cent 


are Queſtions I ſhall not at preſent give you the I. üble 


of enquiring into; but if both be reiolved in tne Atm: 


tive, which every Gentleman mult do, who 1s for agreeing] 


to what is now propoſed, | can tee no Reaſon for our con. 


fining our Reſolution, or the Scheme depending thereon, 


to South Sea Annuities oniy. For if a further Reduction 
of Intereit muſt prove a Benefit to the Nation in general, 
we ought to extend that Benefit as far as we can {u; pur 


will go; and if the natural Intereſt of Money upor puoic} 
Securities, be below 3 per Cent. it is not, in my Opin, 


to be queſtioned, but the other Creditors of the Pubic wil 
be as ready to accept of, 3 per Cent. irredeemau!c fer 14 
Years, as the South Sea Annuitants. For this Reaion, l, 


if we come to a Reiolution for enabling his Majeity to open 


Books of Subſcription, it ought, I think, to be gener 
it oughi to comprehend all the other public Creditors, # 
well as the South Sea Annuitants, But, Sir, there 2s 89 
ther very ſtrong Reaſon for making our Reſolution genefa, 
which is, that a particular Reſolution with reſpect to bee 
South-Sea Annuitants only, will, in my Opinion, be parties 
and conſequent y unjuſt, conſider it in what View we pleite, 


for that Reſolution mult be advantageous, or it mult be dil. 
advantageous to the Sourh-Sea Annuitants: If we look upon 


it as a Reſolution that may be advantageous to them, it will 


be ſhewing a Partiality in their Favour, and will conſequeſt 


ly be doing an Injuſtice to the reſt of our Creditors 3 on ts 
5 other 
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ether hand, if we look on it as a Reſolution that may be Anno 10. Cog: 


diadvantageous for them, it will then be ſhewing a Par- 
talny to our other Creditors, and will con!equently be a 
Piece of Injuſtice done towards the South Sea Aununants, — 


From thele Conſiderations, Sir, | think, if we come to an 


Reiolution or Reſolutions for redeeming any of our pub- 
lic Funds, and for enabling his Majeſty to borrow Money 
at 3 per Cent. for that Purpoſe, we ought to come to a Re- 
ſolution, to redeem all the public Funds redeemable by Law, 
that now carry an Intereſt at 4 per Cent. per Annum, and 
then we may come to another Reſolution for enabling his 
Majeity to borrow Money at 3 per Cent. for that Purpoſe. — 
Tnele, Sir, are my Sentiments with reſpect to the Affair 
now under our Conſideration ; and if the Houſe ſeems to 
zpprove of them, I ſhall then riſe up and move for ſuch 
Reiocutions, as, I think, we ought to come to, agreeable to 
thele Sen iments.“ 

To this it was anſwered by Sir J Barnard and others, 
in dubſtance as foilows, vs, 

SIR, | 
* There are two Methods of defeating any Scheme or Pro- 


often prattiied with Succeſs. One is the plain, blunt Way 
of putting a Negative upon it at once; and the other, which 
has like wiſe been practiſed in former Parliaments, is what 
ve may call a Sort of Parliamentary Play, which is, by 
making ſuch Improvements upon it as mutt neceſſarily ren- 
ler it abortive. I am far from thinking the Hon. Gentleman 
has any {ſuch Intention with reſpe& to the Improvement 
te has now offered, but there is an old and a true Proverb, 
Graſp at all, loſe all. We have been told by ſeveral Gen- 
temen in this Debate, that the Scheme, as firſt propoled, 
You'd certainly prove impracticable in the Execution; and 
If there was the leaſt Foundation for ſuch Apprehenſions, 
lrely that Foundation muſt be very much widened, and 
rendered at the ſame Time more ſolid, by the Improvement 
that has been now offered. Our South Sea Annuities both 
od and new amount to about 24 Millions only; all our 
teleemable Funds bearing an Intereſt of 4 per Cert. amount 
to above 44 Millions; and will any Gentleman ſay, but that 
may be eaſy for the Government to borrow Money at 3 
fr Cent. {ſufficient for paying off ſuch of the Proprieto: s 
of 24 Millions, as are not willing to accept of that Interett, 
nd yet it may be found very difficult for them to borrow 
Money at 3 per Cent. ſufficient for paying off ſuch of the 
roprietors of 44 Millions as may not be willing to accept 
af the Interett ? 


If 
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Ann. to. Geo. If you reſolve, Sir, to apply all the Money you can bo;; MW and h 
II. 1736-7, row at 3 per Cert. only to the redeeming of ſuch of the Ml ded b 
South Sea Annuitants, as will not accept of that Intereſt, MW not a 
all the Annuitants may be of Opinion, you can burrow 1; schen 
much Money as will be ſufficient for that Purpoſe, which Th 
will of courſe make all or moſt of them ſubſcribe their M be of 
Annuities at that Intereſt ; ſo that you will have no Oc. MW which 
caſion for applying any, or but very little of the Money you Ml Gent! 
borrow, towards redeeming any of the South. Sea Annui. the Ar 
tants, and may therefore apply almoſt the whole Money you Ml that a! 
borrow, towards redeeming the Proprietors of your other Ml ſures f 
Funds, who will not accept of 3 per Cent. upon any Terms in con 
you pleaſe to offer; whereas if you make that Reſolution {Ml that t. 
general, if you reſolve to apply the Money you can borrow would 
at 3 per Cent. towards redeeming the Proprietors of all your MW a PraC 
Funds, which now bear an Intereſt of 4 per Cent. who will WM hope 
not accept of 3; not only the Proprietors of your other Ml fuch a 
Funds, but even moſt of the S9uth-Sea Annuitants may be Ml of all 
of Opinion, it will not be in your Power to borrow ſo much WM geſt a 
Money at 3 per Cent. as will be near ſufficient for that Pu- upon t 
poſe; and thus the Fear of being redeemed, being confined M of thei 
to a very few, you can expect but few Subſcriptions in {Ml Froſpe 
Stock or Annuities at an Intereſt of 3 per Cent. Thus i e C- 
appears evident, in my Opinion, that the farther you extend Ml cannot 
your Scheme, the leſs Beneſit you can expect from it; the}Wunanin 
more you confine it, the more general and the more certain WM ch T 
will your Succeſs be. However, Sir, as it has been made manim 
appear in this Debate, that all our Funds are at an Interet ¶ en be 
below 3 per Cent. as our 3 per Cent. public Securities now firſt 
bear a Premium in Change- Alley; and as the Intention oli ſeveral 
the Scheme at firſt was only to afford an Opportunity wil at © 
thoſe who are willing to lend at 3 per Cent. of having a ler, a 
public Security for their Money at Par, inſtead of being obtaini. 
obliged to pay a Premium for it in Change. Alley, and to bined, 
afford an Opportunity to ſuch of the South. Sea Annuitants, Wale is 
as are willing to accept of 3 per Cent. for their Money, eur pu 
inſtead of having 4, and being ſubjected to the Trouble and! the 
Loſs of receiving and replacing ſo much of their Capiali vill n 
yearly, or every other Year; the ſmall Succeſs of tie but if; 
Scheme can be of no Prejudice to the Nation; but on tief hem 2 
contrary, the leaſt Succeſs that can be ſuppoſed, will be *Wfquent 
Benefit; for if but a Million in Stock and Money ſhould be This, I 
ſubſcribed, the Nation will thereby ſave 10,000/. a Year {tte Cre 
therefore rather than not have the Aſſiſtance of the Hon. for diſt 
| Gentleman who has made you this Propoſition, and of baten ther 
Friends, 1 ſhall be for agreeing to the Improvement be haf ley to 


been pleaſed to propoſe ; but 1 hope the Hon, Gentleman dem a 
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and his Friends will remember, that the Scheme thus amen- 
ded becomes properly their own Scheme, and that they will 
not afterwards endeavour to put a Negative upon the 


Anno 10. Gen, 
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Scheme they have thus made their own, SN No. 


The Scheme, even as thus amended, Sir, may turn out to 
be of ſignal Advantage to the Nation; but if that be true 
which has been hinted in this Debate, by ſome of thoſe 
Gentlemen who oppoſed the firſt Motion, I muſt confeſs, 
the Amendment would be dangerous. It has been inſinuated, 
that all the public Creditors will join in concerting Mea- 
ſures for defeating the Scheme, that is to ſay, they will join 
in concerting Meaſures for diſtreſſing their Country, in order 
that they may extort a higher Intereſt from her, than ſhe 
would otherwiſe be obliged to pay. This, Sir, is, 'tis true, 
a Practice too frequent among petty, private Uſurpers ; but 
[ hope none of the Creditors of the Public will ever deſerve 
ſuch a Name; for if it were poſſible to ſuppoſe them devoid 
of all Love for their Country, their own Intereſt mutt ſug- 
gelt a contrary Behaviour: Their own Proſperity depends 
upon the Proſperity of their Country ; even the Security 
of their Principal, as well as Intereſt, depends upon the 
Proſperity of their Debtor, which can ſeldom or ever be 
the Caſe of private Borrowers and Lenders ; therefore we 
cannot ſuppoſe the Creditors of the Public will ever join 
unanimouſly in concerting any ſuch Meaſures, But if any 
uch Thing were to be dreaded, they will ſurely join more 
manimouſly againſt the Scheme as thus amended, than it 
can be ſuppoſed they would have done againſt the Scheme 
8 firſt propoſed, When a Nation has been offended by 
kveral of her Neighbours, if ſhe declares War againſt them 
al at once, ſhe will certainly unite them altogether againſt 
ber, and may probably involve herſelf in Ruin, inſtead of 
obtaining that Reparation which ſhe might eaſily have ob- 


tained, if ſhe had attacked them one after another. The 


Caſe is the ſame: If we reſolve to reduce only a Part of 
dur public Funds to a lower Intereſt, the Proprietors 
of the other Funds not being in the ſame Circumſtances, 
vill never join with them in the ſame Meaſures; 
ut if we reſolve to reduce them all at once, it brings 
them all into the ſame Circumſtances, and will, con- 
ſequently, make them all join in the ſame Meaſures. 
This, I ſay, Sir, would be the Caſe, if it could be ſuppoled 
tie Creditors of the Public would ever join in any Meaiures 
for diſtreſſing their Country: In that Caſe we ought to looks 
on them as public Enemies, and then we ought in good Po- 
ley to take all poſſible Care not to unite them, by attacking 
tem all at once; but I ſhall never look upon the public 
editors as public Enemies, nor ſhall I ever look upon an 
. "FA 4 EAR " En- 
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Anno 10. Gee, Endeavour to borrow Money at a low Intereſt as an 


Attack, even upon that Part of them who are by means of 


WY Ng that Money to be paid off. Quite otherwiſe, 1 ſhall always 


* 


look upon the public Creditors as public Friends; there. 
fore, I muſt ſuppoſe they will join in Meaſures for render. 
ing effectual a Scheme calculated for giving an Eaſe to their 
Country, and that the more general the Intention of that 
Scheme is, the more generally, and the more unanimouſly, 
they will contribute towards its Succeſs, This, we ought 


in Charity to ſuppoſe, with regard to the public Creditors in 


general, whatever may be the Behaviour of {ome few of 
them; and upon this Suppolition, | can apprehend no Danger 
from the Improvement, or rather Enlargement, propoſed, 

With regard to the Juſtice and Impartiality of the 
Scheme as firſt propoſed, I am ſurprized, Sir, to hear it 
queſtioned by any Gentleman who conſiders the public 
Good, or the different Circumſtances of our ſeveral public 
Creditors. It would, in my Opinion, be of great Advan- 
tage to all the South Sea Annuitants, An Annuity of; 
per Cent. for their Money, irredeemable for 14 Years, is 2 
Situation which, I am ſure, is highly preferable to theit 
preſent ; but this is an Advantage we ought not, for the 
Sake of public Good, to grant to any of the other public 
Creditors, if we can avoid it; it is an Advantage the 
South-Sea Annuitants deſerve more than the Generality of 
our other Creditors ; and it is an Advantage which can 
breed no Confuſion among thoſe Annuitants ; whereas the 
granting it to any other Set of public Creditors might breed 
great Confuſion among them. As to the public Good, we 
mult conſider, that molt of our other Creditors enjoy great 
excluſive Privileges in Trade, by Means of the Debt due 
to them; and as it may, in a few Years, be found neceiiary 
for the public Good, to deſtroy, or put an End to thoſe ex. 
cluſive Privileges, therefore we ought not, for the Sake of 
public Good, to grant them an irredeem able Term of 14 
Years, if we can poſſibly avoid it; which we may do, if all 
the Scath-Sea Annuitants ſhould agree to accept of 3 7 
Cent. and great Sums in ready Money ſhould likewiſe be 
ſubſcribed at that Intereſt. From hence every Man mult 
ſee a good Reaſon for not granting this Advantage to the 
other public Creditors in general; but with reſpect to the 
Bank in particular, it would be Madneſs and very great 
Partiality to grant it to them; becauſe their Term expites 


in 6 Years, 1o that it would be granting them a Continuancel 


of their Term for 8 Years, which is worth above 800,000/ 
in preſent Money, and that for no praticular Conſideration 
at all; for the Reduction of Intereſt from 4 to 3 per Cent. 


is a Conſideration granted by the other Creditors, as wel 
abe | as 


as by | 
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2s by them, tho” none of the other Creditors are to receive une 10 Ges. 


| any ſuch Advantage. 


Then, Sir, as to the particular Circumſtances of the 
Smth-Sea Annuitants, every one knows they enjoy no 
Advantage or Profit from the Money they have lent to 
the Public, but merely that Annuity or yearly Intereſt paid 
them by the Public; whereas the Proprietors of our three 
great Companies have all along enjoyed, and do {till enjoy, 
the Advantage of an excluſive Trade, by which all of 
them have made, and two of them do ſtill make a large 
annual Profit, beſides that Annuity or yearly Intereſt paid 
them by the Public; therefore, if any new Advantage is 
to be granted to any of our public Creditors, which ought 
not to be granted to all, if it can be avoided, ſurely the 
douth Sea Annuitants have the beſt Title to that new Ad- 
vantage. And ſuppole one Half of the South. Sea Annui- 
tants ſhould agree to accept of 3 per Cent. and the other 
Half ſhould not, and that the Subſcriptions ſhould amount to 
no more than 2 or 3 Millions; in that Caſe it would be 


| impoſſible for the Public to pay off at once, all the Annui- 


ants ſo ſtanding out; the only Thing that could be done, 
would be to pay them their 4 per Cert. yearly, and to apply 
tie Sinking-Fund towards them only till they ſhould all be 
paid off: With reſpe& to the Souzh-Sea Annuitants, this 
might be eafily done, by dividing them into four Claſſes, 
two of old and new Annuities at 3 per Cent. or if you 
pleaſe you might make but one of both theſe, and two of 
old and new Annuities at 4 per Cent. in which Caſe all 
future Payments might be applied to the two latter, without 


luppoſe this to be the Caſe of the Stockholders of our 
Trading Companies; it would breed great Confuſion 
imong them, with regard to the Method of dividing the 


Diſputes for the Proprietors of Stock at 3 per Cent. might 
init, they had a Right to a greater Share of the Profits of 
their Trade, than thoſe at 3 per Cent. eſpecially if it be 
ie that the Annuity paid to theſe Companies by the 


future Profits of their Trade, and it would cauſe great 


IE 1736-7. 


breeding any Confuſion, or cauſing any Diſputes: But, 


to the kablie, enables them to increaſe their Trade; and even 
X to the iter the 4 per Cents. were all paid off, they might inſiſt on 
great their Share of the Profits by Trade, as long as the Company 
expires MW tinued ; in the ſame Manner as the preſent Proprietors | 
inuance ef Faſt India Stock might inſiſt upon having their Profits 
0. oo Trade divided amopg them, proportionably to their 
derarion MW eſpective Shares, then the Debt due to them by the Public 
er Cent. ould be all immediately paid off. 
as well From theſe Obſervations, Sir, it will appear, that the 
1 ee TY N Favour 
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"19 10. Geo. Favour deſigned by the Scheme, as firſt offered, to be ſhewn 
II. 1936-7. particularly to the South-Sea Annuitants, proceeds from a 


Regard for the public Good, from a Regard for their 
ſuperior Merit, and from a proper Caution not to breed any 
Confuſion, or Diſpute among our other public Creditors ; 
and can any Gentleman ſay, that a Favour founded upon 
ſuch ſubſtantial Reaſons, is either partial or unjuſt ? There. 
fore, if we ſuppoſe the Scheme advantageous for the Souh- 
Sea Anuuitants, we cannot accuſe it of any Partiality or In. 


juſtice ; and we cannot ſuppoſe it diſadvantageous to any | 


ſuch Annuitant, becauſe, if he does not like the Terms pro- 
poſed, he may continue in the ſame Condition he is in at 
preſent; he may continue to enjoy his 4 per Cent. till his 
Capital be paid off, and I hope no Annuitant expects to 
enjoy it any longer, or imagines it is doing Injuſtice to him, 
to put the Public in a Way of paying him off ſooner. 


After what J have ſaid, Sir, it may be ſuppoſed, that I | 


am againſt agreeing to the Amendment or Enlargement 


propoſed; and if I were, it would not be without good 


Reaſons; for it is certainly inconſiſtent with the public 
Good to grant a Term of 14 Years irredeemable to any 
of our Trading Companies, if we could any way avoid it; 
and, I am ſure, it is inconſiſtent with the public Good, to 
make a Preſent to the Bank of above 800,000 /. which 
will be the Caſe, if we grant them a Prolongation of their 
Term for eight Years without any Conſideration; and 
laſtly, I cannot think it very conſiſtent with the public 
Good to run the Riſk of breeding a Confuſion and Diſpute 


among any of our public Creditors : But as my Hopes of 


Succeſs depend entirely upon the hearty Concurrence of the 
Honourable Gentleman and his Friends, I am for agreeing 
to what he has been pleaſed to propoſe ; becauſe the firſt two 
Diſadvantages muſt, I find, be ſubmitted to, and the laſt 
will, I hope, be prevented, by each of our Companies 
coming to a Reſolution in their reſpective general Courts 
to accept of 3 per Cent. upon the Terms offered, by which 


all Confuſion and Diſpute among their Proprietors will be 


prevented; therefore I hope the Hon. Gentleman will again 

riſe up, and move for ſuch Reſolutions as may be agreeable 

to what he has propoſed”. | 

Thus much was ſaid upon this new Topich, and there being 

10 Occaſion for any Reply, the following Reſolutions wWets 

moved for, and agreed to, vi. | — 
Reſolved, «* That it is the Opinion of this Committee, 


that all the public Funds redeemable by Law, which cart) 


an Intereſt of 4 per Cent. per Annum, be redeemed accord- 
ing to the reſpective Proviſoes or Clauſes of Redemption 
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contained in the Acts of Parliament for that Purpoſe, or Auno 10. Geo. 


(with Conſent of the Proprietors) be converted into an Inte- 11.17 36-7 


reſt or Annuity not exceeding 3 per Cent. per Aunum not 
redeemable till after 14 Years.” GON 


| « That it 15 the Opinion of this Committee, that his 


Majeſty be enabled to borrow from any Perſon or Perſons, 
Bodies politic or corporate, any Sum or Sums of Money 
at an Intereſt not exceeding 3 per Cent. to be applied to- 
wards redeeming the national Debt.” 

On Wedneſday, March zo, theſe Reſolutions were reported 
by Sir Charles Turner to the Houſe; and the firſt Reſolution 
being read a ſecond Time, and a new Debate ariſing, a 


| Motion was made for adjourning the further Conſideration 


of the ſaid Report till Thur/day, April 14, but upon the 
Geſtion's being put, it was carried in the Negative. 

Then an Amendment to the Reſolution was propoſed by 
General Wade, and ſeconded by Walter Plumer, Eſq; vis. Genera! 
That inſtead of the Words, not exceeding 3 per Cent. per Made, 
lum, the Words, not exceeding 3 and a half per Aunum alia, Ply. 
hould be inſerted. Upon which Mr. Samuel Sandys, Eſq; ger, EV: 


25 could not be made upon a Report; becauſe it was for a 
larger Sum annually than what they had agreed to in the 
Committee; and that therefore if they had a Mind to allow 
a higher Intereſt than 3 per Cent. they muſt recommit the 
the Reſolution, Whereupon Mr. Plumer ſaid, That, as an , Plmaer. 
bonourable Gentleman. near him (meaning Thomas Gore, 
Eq; had before taken Notice, the Afair's depending in 
that Houſe had, he found, occafioned ſo much Gaming in 
Change- Alley, that if the Amendment he had ſeconded, 
could not be agreed to upon the Report, he would be againit 
recommitting ; becauſe he was for having the Affair deter- 
mined ſome way or other with as great Expedition as poſſible, 
N to put a Stop to that infamous Practice of Stock- 
jobbing. | 

Nevertheleſs, a Motion was made for recommitting ; but 
upon the Queſtion's being put, it was, upon a Diviſion, car- 
ned in the Negative by 220 to 157. 

After which, both the Reſolutions were agreed to, and 
dir ohn Barnard, Mr. Mortley, and the Maſter of the Rolls, Sr John 
were ordered to prepare and bring ina Bill upon the Reſo- Barnard, 
lutions ſo agreed to. Sir Fojeph 


The chief Speakers in theſe Debates in the Committee 70 
and upon the Report, for the Reduction, were, Sir Job» Mr. Wortley 
Barnard, the Maſter of the Rolls, Edward Wortley Montague, Montague, 
Elq; Fobn Howe, Eſq; Thomas Gore, Eſq; Samuel Sandys, Mr. Howe, 
Eq; &c. And the chief Speakers againlt the Reduction Mr. Core, 

were Mr. Sandys, 


took Notice, That the Amendment propoſed was ſuch a one . Sandys. 


i 


— . ² RFF = Eee —— 
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Ann 10. Geo, were Mr. Alderman Heathcote, Peter Burrel, Eſq; Samut 
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Luxury 


IE +7 36-7. Holden, Lig; Sir Charles Mager, General Wade, James From 

| . Oglethorpe, Eſq; Robert Knight, Eſq; c. and Sir Robert] proper f 

| Mr. Alderman Walpole, who ſpoke not ſo much againſt the Reduction, as Hof a Co 
j Heathrote, againſt its being then a proper Time for undertaking ſuch a ind Ind 
| Ar. Burrel, Scheme, | | nufactu! 
{{ Mr. Holden, As ſoon as this Bill was ordered to be brought in, Sir 7% that on 
ll! Sir Charles Barnard ſtood up, and after making a ſhort Speech, moved, commo 
| Wager, That that Houſe would, as ſoon as the Intereſt of ail the leſs the) 
[| General national redeemable Debt ſhouid be reduced to 3 J. feen ſell' 
Fade, Cent. per Annum, take off ſome of the heavy Taxes, Nis the © 
i M.. Ogle- which oppreſs the Poor and the Manufacturers.“ got by t 
i thorpe, Upon this Motion there enſued a Debate, in which the} Price, tl 
1 Ir. Knizht, Arguments for the Motion were to the Effect as follows, Wien w 
Stir Robert UL. — | f 8 When W 

IV alpole. 8 IR, | | rice of 

As the Increaſe, or rather the Revival of our Trade, is When anc 

one of the chief Ends intended by the Reſolutions we have WM chea! 

now agreed to, and as the Proſperity of Trade depends as Hen to * 

much upon the low Rate of Wages as upon the low Rate of Hof the f 

Intereſt, I ſhall beg Leave to make you a Motion tor ano- far a Co 

ther Reſolution, which | take to be a natural Conſequence « MMiſkeryant: 

the two Reſolutions we have now agreed to; but before er the \ 

make you the Motion I intend, I ſhail take the Liberty pon th 

make ſome Obſervations upon the Nature of Trade in ge. Heir co 

neral ; and in the firſt Place, I mutt obſerve, that nztural port, fo 

Commodities, however valuable, by which I mean ſuch as ene of 


are produced without any great Art or Induſtry of tte Fe. Ne ufua 
ple, are never of any great Service to a Country, becaule he Con 
they maintain no great Number of Subjects, nor enric! e ore: 
many Individuals. The Gold and Silver of the S/::/Wiknd M. 
and Portugueſe Settlements in America are Commodities c Morkm 
great Value; but as they are produced by the Labour 0 When ane 
Slaves, and enrich only the King and a few great Lord, Hier; b 
they have rather diminiſhed than increaſed the Power and if Life 
the Riches of both thoſe Kingdoms ; the Reaſon of WRicl eve th 
is, becauſe they maintain no great Number of induftriou ountry 
Subjects, in which the Power of a Country conſiſts ; and the Hf Lab 
Riches that belong entirely to the King, or to a few gre" far: I 
Men, are generally waſted in Luxury and Extravagance, 0! Bec. q, 
employ'd in ambitious Projects, which no way tend to the B11... 
public Good of the Country. This prevents the Increale ol enienc 


natural born Subjects, and render ſuch as they have laz), Were, i 
idle, and extravagant; ſo that thoſe very Riches, which ome 1 
are brought in by the Labour of their Slaves, they are eve!) onven 
Year obliged to ſend out, for purchaſing the Neceſſaries ol Wh: . 


Life, 
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Samuel Luxury. 

Janes From hence we may ſee, Sir, that the only Commodities 

Robert WT proper for increaſing or ſupporting the Power and the Riches 

ON, as Hot a Country, are thoſe which are produced by the Art 

ſuch a Hand Induſtry of the Inhabitants, The Production or Ma— 
nufacture, and Sale or Exchange, of ſach Commodities is 


r /o:n WMthat only which can properly be called Trade; and of ſuch 


noved, WCommodities no Country can have any great Quantity, un- 
ail the es they can ſel] them cheaper than any of their Neighbours 
] . jc Nen fell Commodities of the {ame Kind and Goodneſs. Now 
Laxes, Nis the original Materials of all ſuch Commodities are to be 
set by the People of all Countries, at pretty near the ſame 
5 tne rice, the Difference between the Price of ſuch Commodities 
ollows, 


when worked up in one Country, and the Price of them 
when worked up in another, mult always depend upon the 
Price of Labour; that is to ſay, the Wages given to Work- 
men and Servants; for no {ſuch Commodities can be {gld 
ſ cheap by the People of a Country where the V/ages gi- 
yen to Workmen and Servants are high, as Commodities 
of the ſame Kind and Goodneſs may be ſold by the People 
of a Country where the Wages given to Workmen and 
dervants are low; but in all Countries the Price of Labour, 
Ir the Wages given to Workmen and Servants, mult depend 
pon the Price of thoſe Proviſions which are neceſſary for 
heir convenient Support; I ſay, Sir, their convenient Sup- 
port, for even the pooreſt Workman mult and will have 
Iome of the Conveniences of Life; and that Country where 
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er he greateſt Number of Workmen, in all Sorts of Trade 
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Life, 


orkmen, may ſometimes occaſion the Wages of Work- 
en and Servants to be higher in one Country than ano- 
her; but if the Price of the Neceſſaries and Conveniencies 
df Life be equal in both, the Workmen will by Degrees 
ave the Country where Wages are Jow, and repair to that 
ountry where Wages are high; by which Means the Price 
df Labour in both Countries will at laſt be brouglit upon a 
ar: This will always be the Caſe where the Price of the 
Neceſſaries and Conveniencies of Life is the {ame in both 
ountries ; but if the Price of the Neceſſaries and Con— 
eniences of Life, by Accident or bad Meaſures, become 
Karer in one Country than in another, and continue fo for 
ome Time, in that Country where ſuch Neceffuries and 
onveniencies are deareſt, the Price of Labour mull riſe, or 
tir Workuen and Servants will all leave them; for tho 

| [138 


the uſual Price of Labour can afford the Labourers moſt of 


lie, or ſuch Things as are proper for ſupporting their, Auno 10. Geo, 


II. 1736-7. 
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Anno 10. Geo, the Deſire to live in their native Country may keep them 
IE.1736-7, at Home for ſome Time, and may make them chuſe to live 


much more ſparingly by their Labour at Home, than they 


could do by the ſame Labour in another Country, yet ſome ? 


will be every Year deſerting, and the more that have deſerted, 
the greater Encouragement will thoſe that remain have to 
deſert ; ſo that the Deſertion mult neceſſarily and inevitably 
at laſt become general. 

This, I ſay, Sir, will certainly be the Event, if the Price 


of Labour, or the Wages of Workmen, are not raiſed in 
Proportion as the Price of the Neceſſaries and Convenien- 


cies of Life riſes in any Country; and if the Price of La. 
bour be raiſed higher in one Country than it is in another, 


we may eaſily ſee what will be the neceſſary Conſequence, 
As the Price of the original Materials of all Sorts of Com- 


modities produced by the Art and Induſtry of the People, is 
pretty much the ſame in all Countries, thoſe Commodities 
may be ſold cheaper by the People of that Country where 
the Price of Labour is cheap, than they can be by the People 
of that Country where the Price of Labour is dear; the ne. 
ceſſary Conſequence of which muſt be, that the former, by 


underſelling, will firſt beat the latter out of all foreign Markets, 
and at laſt even out of their own home Market; for tho a 
Country may by ſevere Laws and high Penalties, for ſome 


Time, prevent the Importation of thoſe foreign Commodities 


which are of the ſame Nature with their own, yet the Exe- 


cution of ſuch Laws will at laſt become ſo grievous to the Peo- 
ple, that it muſt either be neglected, or the Laws repealed ; be-! 
cauſe the People cann ever be perſuaded it is a Crime to buy: 


at the cheapeſt Hand, nor can they bear to ſee their Fellow-| 


Countrymen puniſhed for what they think no Crime: 


They neither will nor can enquire into the Cauſes of the! 


Dearneſs of ſuch Commodities in their own Country, but 


will think it proceeds from the Covetouſneſs of thoſe con- 
cerned in the Trade; therefore ſuch Laws always have pro- 


duced, and always will at laſt produce Murmurings and In- 


ſurrections among the People; ſo that the Government at 
laſt will be obliged, for the Sake of Quiet, to let the Peo- 
ple buy where they beſt can; and this Liberty will put à 
full Stop to any ManufaQures that may then be remaining 


among them. There are many other Conſiderations, Sit, 


which contribute towards rendering 'Trade more flouriſhing] 
in one Country than another ; ſuch as a happy Conſtitution 
of Government, and good Laws and Cuſtoms for ſecuring 
the Liberty and Property of the Subject; a Regard and 


Eſteem ſhewn by the Laws for Merchants and Tradeſmen; 


a low Rate of the natural Intereſt of Money ; and ben 
others 
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ethers: But this I will ſay, that of two Countries alike in Anno 10. Ces. 


all other Circumſtances, the Trade of that Country will 
Rouriſh moſt where the Price of Labour is cheapeſt, and 
where they may have the original Materials of thoſe Com- 
modities Which are produced by the Art and Induſtry of the 
People, at the cheapeſt Rate. Nay, if there be a Rival- 
ſhip between them, as to the Production of any ſuch Con- 
modity, we may depend on it the former will at jail beat 
the other entirely out of the Buſineſs. From hence we 
may ſee, how ruinous it muſt be to the Trade of any 
Country, to lay Taxes upon any Proviſions that are neceſſary 
for the convenient Support of their Labourers, Manu— 


facturers, or Tradeſmen; or upon any of the original la- 


terials of thoſe Commodities which are produced by the Art 
and Induſtry of their People : From hence we mult fee that 
the Trade of any ſuch Country mult neceſlarily at laſt be 
undone, if their Neighbours be in any Sort of Condition to 
take Advantage of the Slip they have made: And from 
hence we mult fee, how neceſlary it is for us to take the 
moſt effectual and the moſt immediate Meaſures for relieving 
our People from thoſe Taxes which lie heavy, not only 
upon al moſt all Sorts of Proviſions, but upon almoſc all Sorts 
of Materials. We may make Laws againſt Smuggling, 
we may make Laws againſt exporting cur Wool, we may 
make Laws againſt inveigling our Workinen into foreign 
Countries: Theſe are but auackiſh Remedies; if we have 
1 Mind to work a thorough Cure, we mult remove the 
Cauſe, which certainly proceeds from our many heavy 
Taxes ; for none of our Workmen would go to foreign 
Countries, if they could live more conveniently by their 
Labour in this, than they could in any other ; none of our 
Wool would be exported, if it could be wrought up in this 
Country cheaper than in any other, elpectaliy, if by our 
Treaties we tools Care to have a free Entry for our Manu- 
factures into every Country; and no foreign Manufacture 
would be imported upon us, if the prime Cott were higher 
than the ſame Sort of Manufacture could be bought for, here 
at Home. 1 

I know, Sir, it has been ſaid our Taxes are no way in- 
ſupportable, nor heavier in this Country than they ure in 
Hollaud or France; but if thoſe Gentlemen would compare 
the Taxes and the Methods of raiſing them in this Country, 
With the Taxes and Methods of raifins them either in 
France or Holland, or any other Country of Europe, they 
will find that the Taxes in this Country are more bv7%en- 
{ome upon Prade, and the Methods of raiſing them more 
Inconvenient for the Merchave and Dealer, than in any 

VI. IV. m m Country 
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Juno 10. Gro, Country of Eurote: Inſomuch that, if it were not for the 


natural Advantage we enjoy by means of our Situation, and 


the many flouriſhing Plantations we have in the Veſt-Indies, 
WAYS and for that artificial Advantage which has been handed MW 


down to us from our wiſe Anceltors, and which, I hope, 
we ſhall take Care to preſerve, I mean the ſuperior Ex- 
cellence of our Conſtitution, Laws, and Cuſtoms ; I ay, if 
it were not for theſe Advantages, I am convinced our Trade 


would already have been entirely loſt. "Theſe Advantages, | 
eſpecially our Plantations, and the great Exports and Im. 


ports we make to and from them, have hitherto preſerved 
our Trade and our Manufactures; but our Plantations will 


at laſt fall upon Ways and Means to furniſh themſelves with 


foreign Manufactures, or with ſuch as are worked up among 


themielves, if they find they can do it at a much cheaper | 


Rate than they can have any ſuch from us; and with reſpect 
to our Imports from thence, ſuch as Sugars, Rum, Tobacco, 


Skins, and the like, we may continue for many Years to | 


ſupply our Home Maket with ſuch Commodities from our 


own Plantations, by means of prohibitory Laws and high | 


Duties upon foreign Commodities of the ſame Kind; but if 


our preſent high Rate of Intereſt and high Duties continue, 


and if the French continue to improve their Plantations for 


Years to come, as faſt as they have done for theſe twenty | 


Years paſt, I am afraid it may ſoon be put out of our Power 
to ſupply any foreign Market with any even of thoſe Com- 
modities ; and if all foreign Markets ſhould be ſhut up 
againſt us, both with reſpect to our Home M anufaRures 
and with reſpect to the Produce of our Plantations, our 
Luxury mult either greatly diminiſh, or we ſhould ſoon have 


no Occaſion to be afraid of Foreigners drawing our Money | 


away from us, by the Sale of their Property in our Funds; 
for if they could ſell that Property for any Price, which 1 
much to be queſtioned, they would find no Money in the 
Kingdom to draw out of it, they would be obliged to take 
and export our Corn, Cattle, Tin, Lead, or Wool, in lieu 
of the Property they had ſo diſpoſed of. 

That the Dearneſs of Proviſions, and conſequently of 
Labour, in this Kingdom, does not proceed from Money 


being more plenty in this Country than in France or Holland, 


is evident, Sir, from the natural Rate of Intereſt between 
Man and Man being higher in this Country than in either 
of the other two; and the Dearneſs of Proviſions and La- 


bour, in and about London, does not ſo much proceed froma 


greater Plenty of Money in and about London, as from theit 
Taxes being more numerous, and more heavy, than in any 
other Part of the Kingdom ; for all Taxes are more uu 
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raiſed in and about London than in any other Part of the {nm 10. Geo. © 
Kingdom; and the Inhabitants in and about London, even II. 17367. 


A 


thoſe of the pooreſt Sort, are ſubject to two moſt grievous 
Taxes, which almoſt every other Part of the Kingdom is 
free from: I mean the Tax upon Coals, and upon Ale- 
Houſes by Virtue of the Pot-Act, both which fall extremely 
heavy upon the poor Labourer and Manufacturer, and muſt 
neceſſarily make both Proviſions and Labour much dearer in 


| and about London, than in any other Part of the Kingdom; 


therefore, I hope, theſe two Taxes will be among the firſt 
to be taken off: For I muſt think the Manufacturers and. 
Labourers in and about London, if they are not put upon an 
equal Footing with their foreign Neighbours, ought at leaſt 
to be put upon an equal Footing with their domeſtic Neigh- 
bours, eſpecially conſidering that they will be the greateſt 

dufferers by the Reduction of the Intereſt payable upon our 
public Funds. But there is another ſtrong Reaſon for 


| making Labour as cheap as poſſible in and about London, 


becauſe there are many Sorts of ManufaQures which cannot 
ſo conveniently be carried on in any Part of the Kingdom 
as in or near London, and all Ships which carry out a Cargo 
conſiſting of a great Variety of Sorts of Goods, properly 
ſorted for the foreign Market to which they are bound, 
muſt take their Cargo and Departure generally from London: 
ſo that a great Part of our foreign Trade, as long as we 
have any, muſt always depend upon our Exports from the 
Port of London; and many of our homeward bound Ships 
muſt come to unload the whole, or a Part of their Cargo at 
London, before they can return to the Port from whence they 
ſet out: For which Reaſon we ought, if poſſible, to render 
the Price of Proviſions, and conſequently the Price of La- 
bour, as cheap at London as it is in any Part of this King- 
dom, or in any trading Country in Europe; at leaft, I am 
jure, we ought neither to impoſe nor continue any Tax 
which muſt neceſſarily enhance the Price both of the one 
and the other. | 

After having thus ſhewn the neceſſary and the fatal Con- 
ſequences of Taxes upon the Neceſſaries of Life, or upon 
the original Materials proper for any Manufacture, I am 
convinced every Gentleman that hears me will be of Opinion, 
that as ſoon as the Intereſt payable upon our public Funds 
is reduced to 3 per Cent. we ought to annihilate ſome Part 
of the Sinking-Fund, by aboliſhing ſome of the heavy 
Taxes that oppreſs our poor Labourers and Manufacturers; 
for that we have ſome ſuch cannot I think be queſtioned, 
after what his preſent Majeſty was pleaſed to recommend 
to us from the Throne but a few Years ſince. And in ordet 
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5 Gch. to convince all thoſe without Doors that this is our real In. 


tention, we ought, I think, immediately to come to ſome 
ſuch Reſolution 3 becauſe it will not only contribute to- 
wards the Suzceſs of the Scheme we have jult now agreed 
to, but it will likewiſe contribute towards preventing ſome 
of our Workmen from going Abroad, who are now perhaps 


maiko Preparations for that Purpoie, and towards prevail- 
ing wech fome Matters of Manufactures to continue in their 


Puiineſs, who are now perhaps, through Deipair, reſolving 
to give it up. When our money'd Men and other Stock- 
holders ſee a ſolemn Reſolution of Parliament for aboliſhing 
ſome of our moſt heavy Taxes, and when they conſider the 


great Benefit that may accrue therefrom to our Trade, and 


the great Relief it will afford to our poor Labourers and 
ManruſaQurers, if they have the leaſt Regard for their 
Country, they will. certainly contribute with the more Ala- 
crity towards the Succeſs of a Scheme, from which ſo many 
public Benefits may be reaſonably expected; and even the 
moit ſe.f{h Stockholders will find in ſuch a Reſolution this 
Comlort, that if their Revenue be diminiſhed by the Re- 
duction of Intereſt, their Loſs will be in ſome Meaſure com- 
penſated by the Diminution of their Expence, which will 
he the neceſſary Conſequence of aboliſhing any of our heavy 
Taxes, not only with regard to thoſe Commodities which 
are Ciicharged of the Tax, but with regard to all other 
Sorts of Commodities; for a Tax upon any one of the Ne- 
ceſſaries of Life muit enhance the Price, not only of all the 
other Neceſſarics of Liſe, but likewiſe of all thoſe Things 
that are proper either for the Conveniency or the Luxury 
of Life. Therefore, the aboliſhing of ſome of our heavy 
Taxes mult neceſſuily leſſen the future Expence of every 
Family in the Kingdom, elpecially about London, where all 
Taxes are molt firialy raiſed, and molt ſeverely felt; and 
conſequently a Reſolution for that Purpoſe mult naturally 
tend towards making every Man contribute, with the more 
Aiacrity, to the Succeſs of the Scheme we have now agreed 
10. 6 
Such a Reſolution, Sir, will not only contribute to the 


Succeſs of the Scheme without Doors, but it wil! likcwile 
contribute greatly to its Succeſs within Doors; for J mut 


conſels, I ſhould my ſelf be very indifferent about its Success, 
either within Doors or without, if I did not think that tue 
aboliſhing of ſome of our heavy Taxes would be the be- 
celliry Conſequence of the reducing the Intereſt pa, 
upon the public Funds: If the People were to rec. ve 10 
Benefit by ſuch Reduction, if I thought the only Advantage 
to be reaped thereby, would be the Increaſe of the Sinking 
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fund, I ſhould be very little anxious about the Succeſs of Auno 10. Geo, 
the Scheme; becauſe I am now fully convinced, That Fund II. 1 


A 


will never be religiouſly and regularly applied to the Uſes 
for which it was intended; but will always ſerve as a Fund 
for leading the Nation into expenſive and unneceſſary Pro- 
jets or Meaſures; and may hereafter be made ule of for 
rendering ſucceisful the moſt wicked Purpoſes an ambitious 


[Prince or a guilty Miniſter can invent or contrive. For 


this Reaſon, I am ſure there are many Centlemen in both. 
Houſes of Parliament, who will be much more ſanguine for 
the paſſing of the Bill now ordered to be brought in, tha” 
they would otherwiſe be, if they are aſſured that the Reduc 


tion of Intereſt will be attended with a Diminution of Taxes ; 


and nothing can contribute more towards giving Gentlemen. 


ch an Aſſurance, than a previous Reſolution of this Home. 


mat as ſoon as the Intereſt is reduced, ſome of cur mot. 
burdenſome Taxes will be aboliſned; therefore, Whatever 
Gentlemen may pretend, whatever their outward Profoi- 
ſons may be, I ſhall not eaſily believe they are really and 
n their Hearts for paſling the Bill we have ordered to be 
brought in, if they are againſt the Motion I am now to 
make. | ; 

In the Debate, Sir, upon the Reſolution of the Com- 
nittee, it was, J think, made fully appear, that a Reduction 
af Intereſt would be a great Advantage to the Nation in 
zenera!; and as theſe Reſolutions have been agreed to by 
tne Houte, I muſt conclude the Majority are of the fame 
Opinion; yet ſuch is the Selfiſhneſs of ſome Men without 
Doors, who are great Stockholders, and who conſequently 
Wi be great Loſe'z by what has been agreed to within 
Doors, that they will not be, or will pretend they are not 
convinced of what 1 think is evident at firſt View. They 
lot only endeavour to convince themſelves, but they endea- 
Tour to convince others, that the Nation will be no way 
benef ted by what we have reſolved on, but that on the 
contrary moſt Fradeſmen and Artificers will be Loſers ; 
and the chief, nay the only Argument they make uſe of, 
or indeed can make uſe of, is, 'T'hat we have no Defign to 
aoliſh any of theTaxes,but only to increaſe the Sinking Fund; 
Thus, ſay they to Tradeſmen and Artificers, you will be no 
Gainers by this Scheme, becauſe you mult pay the jame 
Taxes you did beiorez and as our Revenue is to be leſſened, 
de mult contract our Expence, we cannot lay out io much 
Money with you as we did before, ſo that you will be Loſers, 
lead of being Gainers by the Reduction of Interelt, 
This, Sir, is their Argument, and by means of this Argu- 
ment they may rail? up a Spirit of Diſcontent among the 
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great Numbers of People to the intended Reduction of In 
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People; for it is not eaſy to perſuade the Generality of 
Mankind of the Advantages they may reap by the Reduc- 
tion of Intereſt, unleſs they be made to feel ſome immediate 


Conver 
and tha 
Countr 


Advantage by the aboliſhing of Taxes; therefore to evade = 
this Argument, and to obviate the pernicious Deſigns o ore b 
ſuch ſelfiſh Men, we ought now to come to a Reſolution, dem n 
that as ſoon as the Reduction of Intereſt takes Place, fond in any 
of the moſt heavy Taxes ſhall certainly be taken off, It will | 2oree 
then be eaſy for any Man, who is a Friend to the Scheme, 1 4 * 


or to his Country, to ſnew to every Tradeſman, Shopkeeper, 
and Labourer, that he muſt neceſſarily be a Gainer by the 
Reduction of Intereſt; and this will of courſe reconcile 
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tereſt, and to his Majeſty's Government; at leaſt it will put 
it out of the Power of thoſe who, from ſelfiſh Views, ard 
Enemies to both, to raiſe any popular Diſcontent againl 
Either the one or the other. | | 
From this Obſervation, Sir, I muſt beg Leave to ſay] 
that no Man, who is a real Friend to the Scheme, and tq 
his Majeſty and his Government, can, in my Opinion, be 
againſt our agreeing to ſuch a Reſolution as I have men; 
tioned; for, however much the AﬀeCtions and good Opt 
nion of the Populace may be deſpiſed by ſome Men, and 
tho' I do not think a Popularity ſhould be courted by un 
juſtifiable Means, or by mean and imprudent Compliances 
yet I think the Love of the People in general is what every 
Government, and every private Man, ought to endeavoul 
to obtain, and therefore, when we ſee the People milled, ol 
attempted to be miſled, we ought to take all poſſible Meaſure 
to undeceive them, or to prevent their being deceived Þ 
ſelfiſh and deſigning Men. However, Sir, when I fay tis 
T would not have it thought, that I look upon the Reviling 
or the Applauſes of a mercenary Mob, a Mob headed by 
Clerks of the Treaſury and other ſuch mercenary Creature: 
to be any Teſtimony either of the [Tatred, or the Aﬀection 
of the People; for ſuch Creatures I muſt always look 0 
as Enemies to the People, and ſhall always be proud o 
meriting their Reſentment. | 
I thinls, Sir, I need not add any thing further for ſhewilg 
the Reaſonableneſs and the Neceſſity of the Reſolution 9 
have mentioned; therefore I ſhall conclude with making yd 
this Motion, to reſolve, That this Houte will, as ſoon, ©: 
(as before mentioned.”) 
To this is was anſwered in Subſtance as follows, i. 
S1R, 
J ſhall readily agree with the ! on. Gentleman who Ir 
made you this Motion, that Taxes upon the Neceſſri a 
0¹ 
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lity of and that it would be a great Advantage to the Trade of this II. 1 
Reduc- country, and a great Relief to the People, if we could 
my aboliſh ſome of our moſt heavy Taxes z but I cannot agree 
evade 


wich him in thinking, that the Taxes in this Kingdom are 
nore burdenſome upon Trade, or the Methods of raiſing 
them more inconvenient for the Merchant and Dealer, than 
n any of our neighbouring Countries; and much leſs can 
It will agree with him, that it is either proper or neceſſary for 
>cheme is to come to any immediate Reſolution, to aboliſh ſome of 


ſigns 0 
olution, 
e, ſom 


Keeper, cur molt heavy Taxes, as ſoon as the Intereſt of all the 
by 0 tional redeemable Debt ſhall be reduced to 3 per Cent. 
7 r Aunum. I wiſh the Hon. Gentleman had been at ſome 


nore Pains to ſhew us how the Taxes in this Kingdom are 
nore burdenſome upon Trade, or the Methods of raiſin 

hem more inconvenient for the Merchant and Dealer, than 
nany of our neighbouring Countries; for theſe are Fats 
which, I think, deſerve ſome Proof, and if any ſuch 
Thing had been attempted, ſome Methods might have been 
fund for ſhewing wherein he was miſtaken; for to a ſimple 
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to ſayj 
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nion, bmerment of a Fact, without one Proof or one Argument 
bir 4 for enforcing the Belief of it, no Anſwer can be made but 
2 * zcontrary Averment; and in this, with reſpect to Fance 


it lealt, I am ſure I may be juſtified ; for all their Taxes 


ph , re not only impoſed but raiſed in an arbitrary Manner, 
p 22. and as moſt of their Taxes are farmed by Merchants and 
3 Dealers, their People are not only loaded with the Tax, 


but oppreſſed with a Monopoly, which thoſe Farmers 
lave generally the Addreſs to get into their own Hands, 
ly means of the Privileges they enjoy, as Farmers 
df that particular Branch of the Revenue. In Holland, 
Indeed, the peculiar Nature of their Country makes it 
more eaſy for them to raiſe their Taxes, than it is 
Foſible for us to raiſe any Tax we can impoſe ; but in 
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7 ne main their Taxes are much heavier upon the Ne- 
| * 15 "ing of Life, and conſequently more burdenſome to 
1 501 race, than they are in any Part of this Country, not 
Do txcepting the City of London itſelf ; where the Taxes, I 


ſhall grant, are more ſtrictly raiſed, and are more numerous, 
than in any other Part of the Kingdom; but this does not 
Proceed from any Partiality towards the reſt of the King- 
dom: It proceeds from the Nature of Things, Which 
tenders it impoſſible to raiſe the Taxes fo ſtrictly, or to 
mpoſe ſo many, in any other Part of the Kingdom, as in 
Lindon, and within the Bills of Mortality; and this Diſad- 
"antage is fully made good to the Inhabitants in and about 
endon, by its being the Me:ropolis of the Kingdom, and 
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Anno 10. Ceo, the Center, as it were, of all the Trade and public Buflneb 
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within the Britiſb Dominions. | 


With regard to Frazce and Holland therefore, I mypi 
think, Sir, and it has been the general Opinion, that the 
Subjects of cach are more loaded and more oppreſſed with 
Taxes and Exciſes, tuan the People of this Kingdom; 
and with regard to any other Country of Europe, they may] 


not perhaps have ſo many or fo large Taxes as we have, 


| becauſe their People in general are not near fo rich; but 


in each of them their Taxes are more heavy, in proportion 


to their Riches, than in this Country, and their Method of 
raiſing Taxes is more arbitrary and more oppreſſive; from 
whence J muft conclude, our Taxes can give no Country 
in Europe an Advantage over us in Trade, nor can thel 
Price of Labour, or the Wages of their Servants or Work4 
men, be cheaper than it is here; at leaſt, if it is, that 
Cheapneſs muſt proceed from their not having ſo great a 
Plenty of Money, or from their Workmen and Servants 


being more frugal and induſtrious, by which they are enabled 
to live upon leſs Wages, Nevertheleſs, I ſhall grant; 
the aboliſhing of ſome of our moſt heavy Taxes would be 
a great Benefit to the Nation, and a great Encouragment to 
our Trade, becauſe it would give us a great additional Ad. 


vantage in Trade, over every one of our Neighbours 


therefore I wiſh with all my Heart it could be done, but in 


our preſent Circumſtances I do not think it poſſible, or at 


Jealt not conſiſtent with the preſent and ſuture Happineis ol 
the Nation; for our Government muſt be ſupported, and 
not only the Intereſt of our public Debts muſt be regulary 
paid, but a Part of the Principal muſt be yearly diſcharged, 
in order that we may at laſt get free of our Debt as well af 
of moſt of our Taxes, If we aboliſh any of our Taxes 
before our Debts are paid off, we muſt remain longer in 
Debt, and conſequently muſt remain longer under thoſe 
Taxes that are left unaboliſhed ; ſo that the only Difterercs 
is, Whether we ſhall remain under two Taxes of equal 
Value for 20 Years, or under one of theſe Taxes only io 


40 Years? Which is a Queſtion that in my Opinion is very 
doubtful, and requires a very mature Conſideration. 


Hows 
ever, ſuppoſe I were to admit that ſome of our Taxes ougik 
to be taken off, as ſoon as the Intereſt payable upon olf 
public Funds is reduced to 3 per Cent. ſuppoſe I were (0 


admit that it would be better for the Nation to remain 49 


Years under a 'Iaz of 100,000/7. yearly, than to remall 
but 20 Years under two Taxes of 100,000 /. yearly each! 
yet I cannot admit that it is either neceſſary or proper for 
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Path | | 
_ ae Heat, upon the preſent Occaſion, to come to any ſuch Auno to. Ge 
[mol Reſolution as has been propoſed. 1956-4. . 
chat tha Every one knows, Sir, and the Gentleman who moved K 
ed with you this Queſtion is very ſenſible, that no Parliament has 3 1 


any Power or Authority over a future Parliament, nor can 
the Reſolution of one Seſſion be a Tye or Obligation upon 
any ſucceeding Seſſion. The Event which the Reſolution 
propoſed relates to, is an Event which cannot poſſibly 
happen during this Seſſion: It is impoſſible to ſuppoſe that 
during this Seſſion the Intereſt upon all our public Funds 
can be reduced to 3 per Cent. therefore our reſolving what 
ſhall be done when that Event happens, is undertaking for a 


18dom ; 
ey may} 
e have, 
ch; but 
portion 
ethod of 
e; from 


Country a 
WM fature Seſſion, which we have no Power over, nor can pretend 
can the! : : . 
Work- preſcribe to. For this Reaſon, if the Intention of the 
. Reſolution be to encourage our public Creditors to come in 
9 


ind ſubſcribe their reſpeQive Debts at 3 per Cent. I muſt 


reat 4 es: 
8 4 beg leave to ſay it is in ſome meaſure a ſort of fraudulent 


_— Intention, becauſe it is offering them a Conſideration which 
1 grant ve have no Power to offer; it is making them a Promiſe 
ould be which we cannot fulfil, nor oblige any ſucceeding Seſſion to 
„ment oY fall; and I hope this Houſe will always be ſo careful of 
nal Ad. is Honour, as never to come to any Reſolution or Deter- 
kbours Wl ination, that may bear the leaſt Imputuation of being any 
4 but in vay fraudulent or deceitful. 


But ſuppoſe, Sir, we had a Power to reſolve or determine 


ak 
1 of vat ſhall be done by any future Seſſion, yet upon the pre- 
ted, andi ent Occaſion we ought to avoid coming to any ſuch Reſolu- 
egular h uon or Determination, as what is now propoſed; becauſe 
hr." will be looked on as a fort of threatning. It is a ſort 
- well aof public Declaration that the Nation ſhall never be freed 


from any of its Taxes, till the public Creditors agree to 
cept of 3 per Cent. for the Money due to them, but that 
t ſhall be freed from ſome of its moſt heavy Taxes, as ſoon 
i they agree to accept of that Intereſt. By ſuch a Decla. ill 
ation, what an unlucky Circumſtance ſhall we put all our 


ir Taxes 
Oger int 
onger MW 
ler thoſe 
)iferencs 
of equal 


only foil editors in! They muſt give up a fourth Part of their 
n is very Revenue, which many of them can very ill ſpare, they 
low nuſt accept of a lower Intereſt for their Money than any 
cs our WW eber Man in the Kingdom has, or they mult expoſe them- 
pon Our lves to the Malice and Reſentment of the People in general; 


lor upon their Refuſal every Man in the Kingdom would 


were to 
look upon them as the Cauſe of all the Taxes he pays, and 


| 
| 
main 40 | 
remain ry unfortunate Man would look upon them as the Au- | 
ly each! wors of his Miſery. Nor does it fignity any thing to ſay, | 
roper for at thoſe who do not chuſe to accept of, or cannot live upon | 


ta ber Cent. for their Money, may fell out and employ their 1 
Honey where they beſt can; for if many of them ſhouid | 
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Amic 10. Geo, reſolve to ſell out, it would ſoon bring the Price of ever; | 
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one of our Funds below Par, and then they would be rey. 


ced to the hard Neceſſity of loſing a Part of their Capital, | 


or of taking ſuch an Intereſt as the Public ſhould be pleaſe 
to give them. After ſuch a public Declaration therefore, 


moſt of thoſe who are now the Creditors of the Public, 
mult neceſſarily remain fo, and if they do, they mull either] 


accept of 3 per Ce ut. or they muſt expoſe themſelves iv the 
Malice and Refentment of the whole Nation, which is a 


Circumſtance no wife Man would chuſe; and for this Rea. 
ſon I muſt look upon the Reſolution propoſed, as a ſort of 


threatening and frightening our Creditors into the accepting 


of 3 per Cent. which is a ſort of Treatment I ſhall never, 


for any Conſideration, agree to. 


This, Sir, is a Method of treating our public Creditors, 


which I hope we ſhall never have the leaſt Occaſion for; 
and in order to prevent the Nation's being of Opinion that 
they can never be freed from Taxes, unleſs the Interel 


upon all our public Funds be reduced to 3 per Cent. and 


conſequently to prevent any public Creditor from incurring 
the Reſentment of the People for refuſing to accept of that 


Intereſt, I mult beg Leave to put you in Mind, that tho! the} 


Entereit of cur public Funds be never reduced below what 
it is at preſent, yet if our Taxes be continued, and ths 
Sinking-Fund regularly applied, the People may be freed} 
from all their "Taxes, except ſuch as are neceſſary for the 
current Service, in about 24 Years, ſuppoſing our Debts to 
be 48 Millions, and the annual Amount of the Sinking-Fund 
to be 1,200,000/, And that if it ſhould be thought for 
the Benefit of the Nation to aboliſh ſome of our heavy 
Taxes, before our Debts be wholly paid off, we may nof 
do it without any Reduction of Intereſt, and yet leave 1 


very conſiderable Sinking-Fund remaining for the Payment 
of a Part of our Debts yearly : Nay, all the Advantage V4 


can expect by the great Reduction propoſed, is only an Ad. 
dition of about 400,000 J. a Year to the Sinking-Fund; 
and that Addition we ſhall acquire in leſs than 8 Years 
without any Reduction of Intereſt, or threatening our pub 


lic Creditors with the public Reſentment; ſo that in leſs that 
$ Years Time we ſhall be in as good a Condition fol 


aboliſhing Taxes, and may aboliſh as many of them, with 


out any ſuch Reduction, as we can do at preſent, ſuppoling 
ſuch a Reduction were already brought about: From all 
which I mult conclude, that, with reſpect to the aboliſhing 


of Taxes, it is no Matter of any great Moment to the 
People, whether the Reduction takes Place or not. 
1 ſhall readily grant, Sir, that the Reducing of the Inte 
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xt upon our Funds from 4 to 3 per Cent. would be a con- 4217 10. Geo. 
ſderable Saving to the Public; but to pretend that the II. 1936-7, 
Jaboliſning of Taxes equal in Value to that Reduction, 0 


would be a Compenſation to the public Creditors for che 
Loſs of one fourth Part of their yearly Revenue, is what 
[am not a little ſurprized at; for the aboliſhing of che 
Duties upon Candles and Soap would amount almoſt to the 
full Value of what we could fave by the Reduction; and to 
pretend that the ſaving of 1 d. a Pound upon Candles, and 
Three-halfpence a Pound upon Soap, would be a Compen- 
ation to a Man who loſes 1007. a Year or more by the 
ReduRtion, is ſomething very extraordinary. But ſuppoſe 
[ ſhould admit that the Saving in one Way would be a 
Compenſation for the Lois in the other, that Compenſation 
b what we have no Power to promiſe, and therefore we 
ought not to propoſe it as an Inducement for any of our 
Creditors to accept of 3 per Cent. nor ought we by any 
Reſolution to give them Hopes of its being a Compenſation 
they will certainly meet with; for I am ſure, in private 
life, it would not be reckoned very honourable for a Man 
o promiſe, or ſo much as inſinuate, a Reward or Compen- 
ation, which he had no Power to give; and as in all our 
Proceedings we have been, ſo I hope we always ſhall be as 


falous of our Honour, as any private Man can or ought to 


LE: | 

For this Reaſon, Sir, we ought not to make any ſuch 
Promiſe, or propoſe any ſuch Compenſation, even tho' the 
people without Doors were ſo far miſtaken about the 
Power of Parliament, as to imagine the Reſolutions of one 
don were binding upon every ſucceeding Seſſion; but 
8 the People without Doors are fully apprized of the 
bxtent of our Power, as it is generally known without 
Doors, as well as within, that no Reſolution of this Seſſion, 
an lay an indiſpenſable Obligation upon any future Sefton 
therefore we cannot expect that the Reſolution now pro- 
foled, or any ſuch Reſolution, can any way contribute to 
the Revival of our Trade, the Succeſs of the Scheme now 
before us, or the rendering the People better, or more gene- 
ally well affected towards his Majeſty and his Govern- 
nent, than they are at preſent. On the contrary, I believe 
would have a quite contrary Effect, with regard to every 
one of theſe three Purpoſes; becauſe it would give the 
People without Doors a mean Opinion of our Proceedings, 


ad the Enemies to the Scheme would not fail to repreſent 


uch a Reſolution in the moſt ridiculous Light. 
From hence, Sir, I muſt beg leave to differ ſo far from 
de Hon, Gentleman, as to think, that no Gentleman, who 
8 Nn H 2 15 


| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
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Anno 10 Gee, is à real Friend to our Trade, or to the Scheme, or to his 
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* 
7 


Majeſty and his Government, will be for agreeing to the 


. EKäeoolution propoſed: I am ſure, if the Hon. Gentleman 


view'd it in the ſame Light I do, he would never have 
offered it to the Houſe : And I muſt ſay, I have the Pleaſure 
to think, that neither of the Ends propoſed ſtands in need 
of any ſuch Reſolution. Our Trade is now, I believe, in 
as flouriſhing a Condition as ever it was; therefore, tho! it 
might perhaps be increaſed by an actual Diſcharge from 
ſome of our Taxes, yet it could not be ſaid to be reviyed 
even by the Diſcharge itſelf, and much leſs by an infignih- 
cant Reſolution for that Purpoſe. Then as to the Succeſs 
of the Scheme, if the natural Intereſt of Money upon 
public Securities be at 3 per Cent. it will take Effect of 
itſeif, without any ſuch Reſolution; and if the natural In- 
tereſt of Money be at 4, I am convinced no Gentleman of 
this Houſe would deſire to make uſe of 'Threats, or empty 
Promites, in order to induce the public Creditors to accept 
of 3. 
his Majelty and his Government, I hope they are already 


10 well and ſo generally eſtabliſned by the Wiſdom and 


Juſtice of his Majeſty's Conduct, that they ſtand in no need 
of a Support from any Reſolution of Parliament: I am ſure 
every Gentleman of this Houſe would be ſorry to think 
they depend upon ſuch a precarious Foundation as tie 
Reſolution now before us, which may be rendered abortive, 
not only by the Diſappointment of the Scheme, but by 
the next Seſſion's not being of the ſame Opinion with the 
reſent. | 

I ſhall conclude, Sir, with obſerving, that Gentlemen are 
generally too fond of their own Schemes: Our Schemes 
are like our Children ; we often conceive much greater and 
more certain Hopes of their Succeſs, than can reaſonably 
be expected. For my Part, as the Scheme is none of mine, 


' as had no Share in its Conception, I am ſo far from being 


certain of its Succeſs, that I am not a little ſuſpicious of our 


meeting with a Diſappointment ; therefore, I mult think 


our agreeing to the Reſolution now before us, would be 
ſort of Reckoning without one's Hoſt : I muſt think it wil 
be Time enough for us to come to a Reſolution to aboliſh 


ſome of our Taxes, when we ſee the Scheme has taken 


Effect ; for if we ſhould now come to ſuch a previous Reſo- 

jution, and the Scheme ſhould afterwards prove altogether 

abortive, the whole World would laugh at our Precipitancy 3 

for which Reaſon I ſhall give my Negative to the Quel- 
tion.“ | | | 

The Reply was to the Effect as follows, vis, 1 

| I R; 


And laſtly, as to the Affections of the People towards | 
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o his Six, 


the ] am a good deal ſurprized to hear it ſaid, that no Proofs 
man or Arguments have been offered for ſnewing that the Taxes 
have in this Kingdom are more burdenſome upon Trade, and 
aſure W more inconvenient for the Merchant and Dealer, than in 
need MW any of our neighbouring Countries. This, I fav, I am a 
ye, in good deal ſurprized at, conſidering how many clear Proofs 
ho' it and ſolid Arguments were laid before us in the Committee 
from W on the national Debt, for evincing a melancholy Fact; 
vived MW which happened fo lately, that I am ſure they cannot have 
1onifi- WM flipt out of any Gentleman's Memory, and therefore I 
ucceſs W mall not give you the Trouble of repeating them. But I 
upon cannot comprehend what the Honourable Gentleman means 


ect of WI by Exciſes in Holland or France, for I never heard of a 


al In- Ganger or Exci/eman in either of thoſe Countries; and upon 
nan of WI Enquiry, I believe, it will appear, that none of their Taxes 
empty are levied in that Manner. As for the Farmers in France, 
accept I do not ſee how they can ſet up any Monopoiy ; becauſe 
»wards Wl they are often changing; and as every Dealer knows what 
ready Duty he is to pay upon any Commodity he has a Mind to 
m and deal in, the Farmers can hinder no Man from dealing in 
10 need WF what he pleaſes, and conſequently can ſet up no oppreſſive 
m ſure WW Monopoly: Beſides, as the Farmers are always they who 


Anno 10. Geo, 


II. 1736.7. 
YN 


think Wi offer the moſt Money, they cannot always be either Mi- 
as the Wl niſters or the Creatures of Miniſters, and therefore would 
ortive, certainly be called to Account, if they ſhould concert Mea- 
but by WI fures for oppreſſing the People. 
ith the Our Travellers, Sir, who make but very ſuperficial En- 

quiries into the Manners or Cuſtoms of any Country they 
nen are Wl paſs through, may perhaps imagine the People in France 
chemes Wl Or Holland are more heavily, or more oppreſſively taxed, 
ter and i than the People of this Kingdom, becauſe they hear the 
ſonably WW People complain there as well as they do hee; but any 
f nine, Wl Gentleman who underitands theſe Things, and has made a 
n being proper Enquiry, may ſoon be convinced of the contrary ; 
s of our Wi and as for the other Countries of Europe, they have not, 
t think Wl ts true, ſuch Numbers of rich Merchants, Maſters of Ma- 
uld be2 i nufaQtures,and Maſter Fradeſmen as we have in this Country, 
© it will WI Which is the Reaſon that many of their Poor live in 1dle- 
aboliſh Wil neſs, or ſtarve for mere Want, becauſe there are few or no 


s taken WI rich Merchants or Maſters in the Country, that have Money 


15 Reſo- MW to employ them; but in all Countries, where the Poor 
together WW have any Employment, they are pretty near equally poor; 
itancy 3 Wl they neither get nor expect more than a comfortable Sub- 
e Quel- lillence by their Labour, and if you enhance the Means of 

that Subſiſtence, by Taxes upon the Neceſſaries or Conve- 


uencies of Life, their Maſters muſt increaſe their Wages 3 
S18 | 
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ſo that all Taxes fall at laſt upon the Maſters, foreign or 
domeſtic, who muſt pay for that Increaſe of Wages in the 
Price of Goods they purchaſe; but the Difference 1s, that 
a Tax laid directly upon the Matter, only prevents his 
growing rich ſo fait, or makes him live leſs luxuriouſly, but 
does not enhance the Price of your Manutactures ; Whereas 


a Tax laid upon thoſe Things, that are neceſſary for tle 
Support of the Poor, enhances the Price of Labor, and 


conſequently raiſes the Price of all your Manufactures both 
for domeſtic and foreign Sale, which at laſt ruins your Trade. 
Therefore, if the Poor of this Kingdom be more heavily 


taxed than the Poor in any other Country of Europe, it is 


what ought to be remedied as ſoon as poſſible; it is what 


will give that Country a great Advantage over us, if they | 


Mould ever begin to apply themſelves to I'rade, which 


every Country of Europe is now aiming at as much as they 


can. 

As for the City of London, Sir, it is indeed, the Centre 
of all Buſineſs in our Dominions, therefore, it may be 
called the Heart of our Trade; and I am ſure. if our Trade 
has an Oppreſſion at the Heart, it- cannot be expected it 
Will thrive in any Part of the Body. I am far from think. 
ing it a good Reaſon, why the Inhabitants of London, and 


within the Bills of Mortality, ſhould be taxed more heavily } 


than any other Part of the Kingdom, becauſe they can bear 
it; for I think no Part of the Kingdom ſhould be tax?d, 
at leaſt in Time of Peace, near ſo heavily as they can ber. 
As we have in Lendon great Numbers of idle and extriva- 
gant People every Year crowding in upon us from all Parts 
ef the Country, for the Sake of Buſineſs, Preferment, or 
Pleaſure, this Concourſe mult neceſſarily enhance the Price 


of Proviſions upon the Laborious and Induſtrious, which 13 | 


a Diſadvantage at leaſt equal to any Advantage they may 
reap from their City's being the Metropolis of the King: 
dom, and the Centre of all Trade and public Bulinels: 


But if it ſkould be thought proper to lay heavier Taxes 


vpon the Inhabitants of London and within the Bills 0! 
Mortality, thoſe additional Taxes ought to be laid upon 
the Luxuries and Pleaſures of Life, and not upon the Food 


and Raiment of the Poor, ſuch as Leather, Salt, and com- 
mon Beer; nor upon thoſe Things that are neceſſary for 


Working up every Sort of Manufacture, ſuch as Coals, Soap, 
and Candles. | 

Jam ſorry, Sir, to hear it ſaid in this Houſe, that our 
People are more idle and extravagant than the People ot 
any neighbouring Country; and I am ſtill more ſorry to 


ſay, that I am afraid there is too much Ground for ſuch i 
national 
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gational Reſtection; but that very Idleneſs and Extrav | . 
gance has been introduced among 3 People by ae W 1 way 


that ä | 
5 titude of Taxes they groan under; for the Levying of 
5 T axes has created ſuch a great Number of mall * * 
1108 f e e that vaſt Numbers of our Tradeſmen 
ws Dealers ſpend their Time idly and extravagantly, in 
by opes of obtaining one of theſe Poſls or Employments 
boi and our People every Day ſee ſuch Numbers of idle and 
75 N Fellows well provided for, by Means of theſe 
wwily oſts and Employments, that the Spirit of Idleneſs and Ex- 
11 1 A e becomes every Day more univerſal ; for as ſuch 
15 5 5 are generally what we, in Imitation of the French, 
they 15 boon 8 they are mighty uſeful Men in thoſe 
nick Ep his which moſt certainly entitle a Man to a Poſt or 
they ee ; ſo that after they have ruined themſelves by 
their Idleneſs and Extravagance, their Neighbours ſee them 
3 . provided for, and enabled to live more handſomely, 
1 = F they did before, or could ever expect to live by 
Ars 5 n ultry or uſeful Labour : This encourages Hundreds 
2 Fas 55 their Example, and makes the Diſtemper ſpread 
cone: e a Plague over the Whole Kingdom; whereas, if Beg- 
pon 150 8 Starving were the certain Conſequences of Idle- 
tl bo * Extravagance, every ſuch Fellow would be an 
dent _ e and a Terror to his Neighbours, which would 
125 <3. WEN moſt of them from following any ſuch Courles; 
RE erhaps, Sir, ſome Gentleman that hears me, may look 
5 ow this as an ill-grounded Speculation; but in Con- 
5 mation of what I lay, if I am rightly informed, there is | 
Hog rod a Fay Borough in a Northern County, not very far | 
Pries n ant from London, in which I am told, there is hardly one 
W ae Merchant, Tradeſman, or Shopkeeper, to be met . 
Sy 0 for ſo many of them have already been provided for | | 
ring 8 ſome publie Poſt or Employment, that all the 
975 _ expect the ſame good Fortune, and every one, by living li 
Tale But a extravagantly, ſpends more than he gets by his | 
1 00 8 , in Hopes of being ſoon provided for in another | 
upon * f a ll 
Food 7 as, Sir, we ſee that, with reſpect to our Trade, our | 
TY 2 are like a two-edged Sword, they cut both Ways, I 
y for ae gp only enhance the Price of Labour, but they di- Il 
Soap, von . the Number of our Labourers ; and when we ſee | 
M ; uppoſing the Taxes in this Kingdom to be no more 
our © enſome upon Trade, nor the Methods of raiſing them [f 
e ot _ inconvenient for the Merchant and Dealer, than the | | 
oy 50 5 in any other Country of Europe, can we make it a || 
ch a we 10n, whether or no we ought to take the firit Oppor- | 
ron nity for aboliſhing ſome ef them? But when it has beeu ll 
mace gh 
ly! 
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Anno 10. Geo. made appear, as it was, I think to a Demonſtration, in the 
II. 1736-7, Committee, whoſe Report we have juſt now agreed to, that 
& our Taxes, and our Methods of raiſing our Taxes, are 


more burdenſome upon Trade, and more inconvenient to 
the Merchant and Dealer, than either in France or Holland, 
ought we not to think and contrive all poſſible or feaſible 
Methods for removing that Clog upon our Trade, and for 
putting our People upon an equal Footing at leaſt with any 
of our Neighbours, eſpecially with thoſe who are our 
greateſt Rivals in Trade and naval Power? The Queſtion is 
not now, whether we ſhall remain under one Tax of 
100,000 /. a Year for 40 Years, or under two Taxes of 
100,000 J. a Year each, for 20 Years? The Queſtion is, 
Whether we ſhall preſerve our Trade or no? If we con. 


tinue under the two Taxes, our Trade will be ruined before 


the 20 Years are near expired ; which will diminiſh the 


Produce of each, and may perhaps render it impoſſible for 
us ever to get free of either: If we aboliſh o, we rut, | 


*tis true, continue longer under the other ; but then we ſhall 
preſerve our Trade, perhaps improve it, which may make 


the Produce of that one equal perhaps to the preſent Pro- 


duce of the two; in which Caſe we ſhall get free from 


that one, perhaps as ſoon as if we had continued under | 


both. This, Sir, is the Difference, this is the Queſtion, 
and this Queſtion can admit of no Diſpute. If our People 
continue ſubject to all the Taxes they now pay for 24. Years 
to come, our Trade will certainly be undone, and what !; 


worſe, the greateſt Part of it will be transferred to our na- 


tural Enemies, which will add to their Power at the ſame 
time it diminiſhes ours; whereas, if we aboliſh a great Par: 


of our Taxes, or the heavieſt of them, we ſhall preſerve 
our Trade, and may get free of our Debts much ſooner; 


for if we ſhould loſe our Trade, we could never get free of 
our Debts, it would become impoſlible for us to pay them. 
Therefore, I hope it will never be made a Queſtion in thi: 
Houſe, Whether or no we ſhall aboliſh ſome of our heavieſt 
'Faxes, as ſoon as the Intereſt upon all our redeemable 
Funds is reduced to 3 per Cert. 
If this, Sir, can never be made a Queſtion, what Harm 1s 


there in our coming to a Reſolution, that that ſha]l be done, 


which every Man agrees ought to be done? That one 
Seſſion may engage for another, is a Maxim which I am 
ſurprized to hear controverted by thoſe, who have ſo oiten 
Propoſed to and prevailed with, one Seſſion to engage fo! 
another. What! are all our Votes of Credit but one Sefion 3 
engaging for another? And I am ſure there was never one 
of them that could be called ſo juſt or ſo neceſſary an En 
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gagement, as what is now propoſed, I know, Sir, that one frm 10. Gro. 
Parliament cannot by any Reſolution, no not even by AR II. 1736-7. 


of Parliament, legally bind another; for no Act can be 
paſſed by one Parliament, but what may be repealed by 
another ; at leaſt no Man can legally queſtion their Power : 
But will any Man ſay, that a future Parliament may not in 
Juſtice and Honour be bound by a former? Does not the 
Security our public Creditors have for their reſpective Debts 
depend upon this Maxim only? We muſt therefore grant, 
that the Acts or Reſolutions of any one Seſſion, by which 
foreign States, or private Men, Natives or Foreigners, are 
induced to lend Money, or conclude any Tranſaction, to 
or with our Government, are in Juſtice and Honour binding 
upon every future Seſſion ; and that no future Parliament 
can repeal ſuch Acts, or do any Thing contrary to fuca 
Reſolutions, ſo as to injure any of the Parties contracting 
upon the Authority of thoſe Acts or Reſolutions. From 
ſuch Enga gements nothing can {et us free but that ſupreme 
Law, the Safety of the People. 
am for agreeing to the Reſolution now propoſed, in order 
that we may bind future Pariiaments as much as we can, 
and in a Manner oblige them to aboliſh ſome of our Taxes, 
as ſoon as the Inte reſt upon all our Funds is reduced to 3 
fer Cent. by making it appear upon our Journals, that the 
Aboliſhing ſome of our Taxes was the Condition upon 
which our Creditors agreed, and the Conſideration which 
induced them to agree to accept of 3 per Cent. Intereſt. 
Has any Man pretended, Sir, that the Advantage ariſing 
ſrom aboliſhing our Taxes upon Soap and Candles, or any 


other Commodity, will be a full Recompence to every one 


of our Creditors for the Loſs he may ſuſtain by the Re- 
duction of Intereſt? No, Sir; no ſuch Pretence has been 
kt up by any Gentleman within theſe Walls: The princi- 
pal Recompence our Creditors are to expect, ariſes from 
the Advantage which will accrue from ſuch an Abolition 
to the Generality of the Nation; and to every one of 
them, who has any Regard for his Country, this will of 
Itſelf appear to be a full Recompence. But to talk in the 
moſt ſelfiſh and moſt mercenary Manner, the Aboliſhing of 
the Duties upon Soap and Candles only, will be a fall, or 
very near a full Compenſation to all our public Creditors 


Who have not above 1000 J. Stock, and have Families to 


maintain or provide for; becauſe the Duties upon Soap and 
Candles have raiſed their Price at leaſt doubie the Value 


For this very Reaton, 1 


SN Ne 


of the Duties; therefore the Taking off of thoſe Duties 


will be a Saving of 2 4. a Pound upon Candles, and 3 d. a 


Pound upon Soap for every Pound a Man buys, or that is 
Vor. IV. OOO bought 
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Amo 10 Geo, bought for his Account 3 which will not only be an imme: 


Il 1736-7. 
WW Ny 


diate Saving in the Expence of his Family, but will di- 
miniſh the Price of almoſt every Thing he is obliged to 
purchaſe for the Uſe of his Family. Our Stockholders 


therefore, Who have but 1000 J. or under, and have Families | 


to maintain, can be no Loſers by the Reduction of Intereſt, 
itall the Taxes mentioned in the former Debate ſhould be 
taken cf; and ſuch Stockholders are, I think, the only 
Perſons, who have or deſerve any Share of our Compaſſion. 

As forthe Argument made uſe of againſt the Reſolution, 
That it will appear to be fraudulent or deceitful, I think, 
Sir, I have already fully anſwered it, by ſhewing we have a 
Power to promiſe {ſuch a Compenſation or ConfidEration, 
and that future Parliaments will be bound in Honour and 
Juſtice to make good that Promiſe; and to pretend, that 
the Reſolution implies a ſort of Threatening the public 
Creditors with national Reſentment, 1s an Argument that, 
in my Way of Thinking, can 
a melt contemptible Opinion of the Knowledge and Un. 
Gerſtanding of moſt Men in the Nation. Does not every 
an of common Underſtanding know, that the greateli 
Part of the Taxes he pays, excepting the Land and Malt 
Tax, goes towards the Payment of the Principal or Interelt 
of our Debts? And can any ſuch Man ſuppoſe, that he 
will get free from any Part of thoſe Taxes till we get 
free of a great Part of that Debt, or at leaſt of ſome 
Part of the Intereſt payable upon that Debt? The 
Reſolution therefore can bring no Reſentment upon our pub- 
lic Creditors, becauſe it communicates nothing to the Peo- 
ple but what they were before fully apprized of. We may, 
*tis true, annihilate the whole Sinking-Fund, if we pleaſe, 
by aboliſhing ſeveral of our Taxes, and remain ſubject for 
ever to the ſame Debt we now owe, and the ſame Intereſt 
we now pay; but will any Gentleman ſay we ought to do 
ſo, or that it is conſiſtent with the public Good to do {o? 
It is, in my Opinion, ſo far otherwiſe, that I ſhould not be 
for annihilating any Part of our Sinking-Fund, or aboliſt- 
ing any of our Taxes, before a total Diſcharge from ou! 
Debts, if the preſent unlucky Circumſtances of our Trade 
did not neceſſarily require it; becauſe every Shilling paid 
for Intereſt is ſo much abſolutely loit to the Nation, being 
a fort of Expence from which the Nation never did, not 
ever can reap any Benefit ; but as this Loſs will not be ſo 
grievous to the Nation, when the Intereſt is reduced to 3 
ter Cent. as when it ſtands at 4, therefore we may then, for 
tie Sake of our Trade, annihilate a Part of the Sinking 


Fund, tho? we cannot in common Prudence, even for the 
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gake of cur Trade, do any ſuch Thing, while the Intereſt 429 10. Goe. 


continues at 4 per Cent. But ſuppoſe, Sir, it were conſiſtent 
with the public Good, to aboliſh ſome of our Taxes, and 
thereby annihilate a Part of the Sinking Fund, before the 


Reduction of Intereſt, 'tis certain we could not then for ſe- 


veral Years be in ſo good a Condition for reducing the In- 
tereſt payable upon our public Funds, as we are at preſent ; 
which is a ftrong additional Argument for not attempting 
any ſuch Thing till that Intereſt be reduced; and tis like- 
wiſe certain, we cannot now reduce ſo many of our Taxes, 
and leave ſo large a Sinking-Fund remaining, as we might 
do, if the Intereſt upon our Funds were reduced to 3 per 
Cent. In the former Caſe, if we ſhould aboliſh the Dutics 
upon Soap and Candles only, we ſhould reduce the Sinking- 
Fund to $800,000 J. per Aunum, Whereas in the latter, we 
may aboliſh not only the Duties upon Soap and Candles, 
but likewiſe the Duties on Coals, the Duty on Leather or 
Hides, and the late Tax on the ViQuallers in London and 
within the Bills of Mortality, and yer leave very near the 
ame yearly Sum remaining for the Sinking-Fund. 

Thus, Sir, we ſee there is a very material Difference be- 
tween what we may do as Intereſt ſtands at preſent, and 
what we might do if Intereſt were reduced to 3 per Cent. 
but to ſay we ſhall be in as good a Condition 8 Years hence 
to aboliſh ſome of our Taxes, tho? Intereſt ſhould ſtand for 
all that Time at 4 per Cent. as we ſhould be at preſent if it 


were reduced to 3, is ſomething very extraordinary. Sure 


ly, Gentlemen who talk ſo, do not conſider, what a vaſt 
dum the People of this Nation would fave in 8 Years Time, 


by the immediate Aboliſhing of Taxes to the Amount of 


800,000 /. a Year, In the former Debate, it was com- 
puted, that the groſs Produce of our "Taxes, which is the 
Sum raiſed yearly upon the People, is near double the nett 


Produce coming into the Exchequer ; and the Accounts 
lying upon our Table will juſtify this Computation: Then 


to this if we add the Loſs People are at, by the advanced 
Price of the Commodity, upon which the Duty 1s laid, 
which, with reſpect to ſmall Duties, is in many Caſes near 
double the Duty ; I am ſure I may reckon that, by the 


| Aboliſhing of Taxes to the Amount of 800,000 J. a Year, 
the People of this Nation will fave in their yearly Ex- 


pence at leaſt 1,200,000/. a Year; and an Annuity of 
1,200,000 J. a Year for 8 Years, at 4 per Cent, Compound 


Intereſt, amounts to above eleven Millions, which is a 


daving, I think, deſerves to be regarded by every Gentle- 
man who has a Senſe of the Sufferings of the People. 
Beſides this Advantage which the People will reap by an 

OO O 2 


immediate 


11.1736-7; 
LF -Y 
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Anno. 10. Geo. im nediate Reduction of Intereſt and Abolition of Taxes, 


II. 1736-7. 
WY mo 


tis more than probable our Taxes will not produce ſo much 
yearly at the End of 8 Years, as they do at preſent, if 
Things ſhould remain for that whole Time upon the pre- 


ſent Footing ; becauſe, if our Trade be upon the Decline, | 


the People will not only be decreafing in their Number, 
but will be every Year growing poorer : In either of which 
Caſes there will not be ſuch a Conſumpt of thoſe Com. 
modities upon which the Taxes are raiſed, which mult ne- 
ceſſarily diminiſh the Produce of each of them; and if at 
the ſame Time, we ſhould then be engaged in a War, the 


yearly Produce of the Sinking Fund may happen to be 


worth Jittle or nothing ; in which Caſe, we ſhall then be in 
no Condition either to reduce the Intereſt payable upon ou 
public Funds, or to aboliſh any of our Taxes. | 
« From what I have ſaid, Sir, it will appear, that if the 
People continue under all their preſent Taxes for any Num- 
ber of Years longer, it is probable they mult continue un, 


der them for ever, or at leaſt as long as they are able to 


pay them, and if that ſhould be their unhappy Fate, we 
may expect they will not only ſhew a Reſentment, but that 
it will at laſt break forth into Rage. However, it is evi- 


dent that neither their Reſentment nor their Rage will be 


to them; becauſe, if the Nation ſhould by ſuch Means be 


brought into Confuſion, that Confuſion may prevent its be- 


ing ever in our Power to pay them any Part of their re- 
maining Principal or future Intereſt ; but that Loſs will ariſe 


not from the Scheme we have agreed to, nor from the Re- 


ſolution propoſed, but from the bad Succeſs of both ; and 
this I hope every one of the public Creditors will take par- 
ticular Notice of, and will therefore join heartily in pro- 


moting the Succeſs of the Scheme, inſtead of concerting 


Meaſures for its Defeat. 

As all the Arguments made uſe of for ſhewing that the 
Reſolution now propoſed, can neither contribute to the 
Revival or Support of our Trade, call it which you will, 


nor to the Succeis of the Scheme, nor to reconciling or pr 
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es, Wl ferving the Affections of the People towards his Majeſty 4419 10. Geo. 


ch and his Government; I ſay, as all the Arguments made uſe II. 1736-7. 

if of for this Purpoſe depend upon its not being in our Power Vaiatkl 
re- Wl wo engage for, or bind any future Parliament, I have fully * 1 
ne, Wl anſwered them already, by ſhewing that it is in our Power 
er, to bind a future Parliament, to the Aboliſhing of Taxes, as 
ich much as it is in our Power to bind them to the Paying of a 
om. 


Debt; and as the Aboliſhing of ſome of our heavy Taxes 
ne- is really in itſelf a valuable Conſideration, and ſufficient 
fat bor inducing our Creditors to come into the Scheme, I 


e in nour and Juſtice refuſe to aboliſh ſome of the Taxes, as ſoon 
our zs the Intereſt is reduced to 3 per Cent. becauſe it would 
Ide a defrauding the public Creditors of the Conſideration 


laducement for their agreeing ſo unanimouſly to accept of 
un. 3 per Cent. for their Money. 


think we ought to agree to the Reſolution, on Purpoſe that 
be the World may ſee, that a future Parliament cannot in Ho- 


the which was promiſed them, and which was the principal 


le to With reſpect to the Scheme itſelf, Sir, it ſignifies nothing 


we to me who was the Author of it; but if the Hon. Gentle- 


that man had no Share in its Conception, I am ſure he or ſome 


ſions WM will certainly be owing to that Limb which they have added. 

If they had propoſed no Improvement or Addition, if they 
been Wi had not in ſome Meaſure obliged Gentlemen to agree to 
neme what they propoſed, I am convinced the Scheme as it was 
11] be Wi firſt offered would have had the wiſhed-for Sccceſs; and if 
thoſe Wi they think that what they have added will render it abortive, 

they are in the right to diſown their being the Authors of 
the Scheme; but that will not prevent People's imputing 
d, be Wl to them the whole Blame of the Miſcarriage. However, 

as think the Scheme, even as it ſtands now, may meet 
ns be with Succeſs, and as I think the Reſolution now propoſed 


ts be- WW to us will very much contribute to that Succeſs, therefore I 
ir 0 hall be for agreeing to it.” 
| arile 


The Debate being over, the Queſtion was put upon the 
Motion, and carried in the Negative by 200 to 142. 

The principal Speakers in this Debate were, Sir John 
Barnard, George Lyttelton, Eſq; Samuel Sandys, Eſq; Mr. 
Alderman Perry, William Pultney, Eſq; and George Speke, 
Eq; for the Motion; and Thomas Winnington, Eſq; the 


Lord Baltimore, Walter Plumer, Eſq; and Sir Robert Wal- 
ole, againſt it. | 


to the Houſe, according to their Order before mentioned, 
Bill for redeeming all the public Funds — by 
aw, 


evi- Jof his Friends have added a very conſiderable Limb to it, 
and ſuch a Limb too, that if any Miſcarriage happens, it 


On Friday the 2 2d of April, Sir John Barnard preſented 


Arno 10. Geo. Law, which carry an Intereſt of 4. per Cent. per Anu, | 
or converting of the ſame, with Conſent of the Proprietors, | 
into a leſs Intereſt of Annuity, not redeemable till after the 


II. 1736 7. 


Sir Nobert 
Walpole, 


Sir 7055 


Barnard. 


thus: 
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Time therein to be. mentioned: which was read a fi 
Time, and ordered to be read a ſecond Time. 

On the 29th of the ſame Month, the ſaid Bill was read 
a ſecond Time; and a Motion being made for committing 
it, the ſame was oppoſed, upon which there enſued a long 
Debate. | 

In this Debate, all the Arguments for and againſt the 
Reduction were repeated and enforced ; but as we have 


already given a full Account of moſt of them, we ſhall add 


nothing more upon that Subject. The other Part of the 
Debate reiated chiefly to ſome [nformalities and Imper- 


fections Which were pretended to be found in the Bill, by 
thoſe who were againſt its being committed; becauſe they | 
ſaid they were ſuch as could not be properly altered or 
amended in the Commntee. On the other Hand, thoſe | 


who were for committing the Bill, inſiſted, there were no 


Informalities or Imperfections in the Bill, but what might} 


eaſily be altered or amended in the Committee, with the 
Aſſiſtance of thoſe Gentlemen concerned in the Treaſury, 
who were to be ſuppoſed beſt acquainted with the Method 
of drawing up ſuch Bills, and who, 'twas to be preſumed, 
would give their Aſſiſtance to the Committee, tho' they 


had refuted to give any Aſſiſtance or Advice to thoſe Gentle. 


men who were ordered to draw it up. But as what was 
ſaid upon this Subject cannot be well underſtood without a 
Copy of the Bill, which we have not Room for, there- 
fore, we ſhall give no further Account of it. Only ve 
muſt take Notice, That Sir Robert Walpole, in a Speech 
he made againſt the Queſtion, ſpoke to the following 
Effect, vix. | | 

„ know, Sir, it has been aſſerted without Doors, that the 
Honourable Gentleman who firſt mentioned this Scheme to 
the Houſe, had ſeveral private Converſations with me upon 
the Subject, and that we had concerted and ſeitled the Scheme 
between us, before he, offered it to the Houſe ; but I ſhall 


declare, that he and I had never any private Converſation 


upon the Subject, nor had we ever any Concert about this 
Scheme or any other Scheme I know of; therefore, I can 
with great Confidence affirm, I had never any Hand in 
this Scheme, either in its original Formation, or in an) 


_ Shape it has ſince appeared in:“ 


Sir Jobn Barnard ſtood up, and anſwered in Subſtance 
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r Tam very much obliged to the Honourable Gentleman, Anno 10. Ges. 
| Sir, and therefore, I thank him for vindicating me from II. 1936-7. 
the Imputation of having had any private Converſation Wo an 


with him, or of having ever had any Concert with him ; 
and if he is afraid leſt People ſhould ſuſpe his having had 
a Hand in the Scheme I propoſed to you, I ſhall be equally 
jut to him by declaring, I never had any private Conver- 
ſation with him about it, nor did I ſo much as aſk his Ap- 


probation or Conſent to what I was to offer; but as to the 


Scheme as it now ſtands, every Gentleman that hears me, 


knows it 1s very different from what I offered ; and every 
one likewiſe knows that the new Model, which is the Mo- 
del we have now before us, if it was not offered by the 
Honourable Gentleman himſelf, it was at leaſt offered by 
ſome of his Friends, and what they propoſed was agreed 
to by other Gentlemen, in order that we might have their 


Aſſiſtance in carrying it through. Therefore the Scheme 


now before you cannot properly be called mine ; and it is 


very remarkable, that all the Objections made to the Bill, 


are only to thoſe Articles and Clauſes of it, which relate to 
the Improvements and Additions made to my Scheme, by 
the Honourable Gentleman's Friends.“ 


4 


Upon this John Howe, Eſq; ſtood up, and among other 7% Howe, 


Things, took Notice, That the Scheme then before them E/; 


kemed to be like a Baſtard-Child that had ſeveral reputed 
Fathers, neither of whom would own it : For his Part, he 
ld, he thought it a very hopeful Child, and therefore if 
no other Gentleman would take it as his own, he would; 
for he did not doubt of the Child's thriving, and if it did, 
t would be an Honour to its Parents.” | 
The Speakers in this long Debate, were as follow, iz. 


For committing the Bill, Sir Fob» Barnard, Sir Wilfred 


Lawſon, the Lord Baltimore, John Howe, Eſq; Sir Thomas 
dander/on, Maſter of the Rolls, Samuel Sandys, Eſq; Sir 
William Windham, Sir Edward Bacon. | 

Againſt committing the Bill, Sir Robert Walpole, Sir 
Charles Wager, William Sloper, Eſq; Mr. Alderman Heath- 
ute, Robert Knight, Eſq; Peter Burrel, Eſq; Colonel Blader, 
William Bowwtes, Eſq; James Oglethorpe, Eſq; the Lord 
london, and Sir William Yeunge. | 


Negative, which put an End to the Affair for laſt Seſſion. 

After the 11th of March, when the Motion for granting 
a Million to his Majeſty towards redeemirg the like Sum 
of the increaſed Capital of the Sou7h-Sea Company, com- 
monly called O/d South Sea Annuities, was agreed to, there 


Ws no remarkable Debate happened in the Committee of 
Supply; 


Upon the Queſtion's being put, it was carried in the 


Anno 10. Geo, Supply; nor was there any remarkable Debate happened 


II. 1736-7. 
A 


mentioned, was on Monday the 


relating to the ſame Affair was moved and agreed to; and 


and Tumults, which have of late been fo fre quent all oe 
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upon any of the Reſolutions of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, except that relating to the Duty on Sweet, 
therefore we ſhall take no farther Notice of any other Re. 
ſolution of that Committee; but as this Affair relating to 
the Duty on Sweets occaſioned ſeveral long Debates, we 
ſhall give ſome Account of it. The firſt Time it wa 


proper Officer was ordered to lay before the Houſe an Ac. 
count of the nett Income into the Exchequer of the Duties 
on Sweets, for ſeven Years ended at Michaelmas then }af, 
diſtinguiſhing each Year; which was accordingly preſented 
the very next Day; and on Friday the 18th of March, 
the Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a Committee, to con- 
ſider further of Ways and Means for raiſing the Supply 
granted to his Majeſty, and the ſaid Account having been 
referred to the ſaid Committee, Sir Robert Waljole roſe 
up, and after a ſhort Speech, moved for the firſt Reſo- 
lution relating to the Duty on Sweets, which, after 2 
long Debate, was agreed to: Then the ſecond Reſolution 


the Houſe having, upon the Report, agreed to both thele 
Reſolutions, a Bill was ordered to be brought in, which, 
after long Debates, was paſled into a Law. 

In theſe Debates, the Arguments for the Reſolutions, 


and afterwards for the Bill, were in Subſtance as folloy, 


VIS, $ | | 
"i 
By the Reſolutions we have already come to, in the 
Committee of Supply, it will upon Calculation appear, 


we have granted his Majeſty, for the Service of the enſuing] 
Year, a Supply of about 2,025,000/, Now as the Land- 
Tax and the Malt-Tax which we have granted, do not 


both together amount to 1,700,000 J. there will be a De. 


| ficiency of near 400,000 J. which muſt be provided for, 


either by increaſing ſome of the Taxes we have alreacy, 
or by granting ſome new Tax, or by taking ſo much from 
the Sinking-Fund, or laſtly, by the Method I have thought 
of, and which I ſhall preſently explain to you. As for in- 
creaſing any of the Taxes we have already, or impoſing 2 
new one, I do not think we can make good the Deficiency 


by either of theſe Ways; becauſe I do not think the People 
can well bear any additional or new Tax, and the attempt 


ing of any ſuch Thing, may alienate the AﬀeQions of great 
Numbers of the People from our preſent. happy Eftabviſt: 
ment, and may contribute towards increaſing thoſe Mobs 
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the Kingdom : And as for the Sinking Fund, the growing 
Produce. thereof is already appropriated towards paying 2 
Millzon to the South Sea Old Annuitants ; io that we can- 
not make good this Deficiency out of the growing Produce 
of that Fund, and 1 do not think it would be proper to 
mortgage any Part of the Sinking-Fund for this Purpole. 
There is therefore, in my Opinion, no poſſible Way 
left for making good this Deticiency but that I have thought 
of, which is, not by increaſing any preſent Tax, or im— 
poſing any new one, but by reducing an old Tax to one 
Third of what it is at preſent, This, Sir, may at firlt 
View ſeem to be a Paradox; but when I have explained 
myſelf, the Myſtery will vaniſh, and every Gentlemau 
will, I hope, approve of the Method I am to propoſe. 


Every one knows that, ever fince the Year 1699, we have 


had a Duty of no leis than 36 s. a Barrel, upon all Sweets 
made for Sale within this Kingdom, which is ſo high a 
Duty that it has in ſome meaſure entirely prevented the 
Making of any ſuch Liquors for Sale; at leaſt if any ſuch 
have been made, the Makers have always found Means 
to evade the Law, and defraud the Public of the Duty, 
lo that the Duty, as I have been told, has never produced 
any Thing conſiderable, and by the Accounts upon our 
Table it appears the preſent Produce amounts to little or 
nothing. Now, Sir, I am convinced that, if there were a 
moderate Duty laid upon ſuch Liqours, and the Nature of 
the Liquors ſubjected to the Duty fully explained in the 
Act for impoſing it; I ſay, that in ſuch a Caſe I am con- 
vinced, a very conſiderable Revenue would ariſe yearly 
from the Conſumption of ſuch Liquors ; becauſe, as the 
prime Coſt is but ſmall, if the Duty were tolerable, I be- 
lieye there would hardly be an Ale-Houle in the Kingdom 
without great Variety of ſuch Liquors; and if they were 
to be had at every Ale. Houſe, I am perſuaded great Quan- 
tities of them would be conſumed, eſpecially now that our 
People are debarred the Uſe of Spirituous Liguors in Drams 
or otherwiſe. 0 
It is not to be queſtioned, Sir, we already know it by 
Experience, that our putting an entire Stop to the Retail 


Inno 10. Ges. 


II. 1736.7. 
WW 


of Spirituous Liquors, will be a great Hardilup upon all 


thole who formerly dealt in that 'Trade ; and many ot thoſe 
Who uſed to be their Cuſtomers and Conſumers will like- 
wiſe think it a Hardſhip to be debarred a moderate Uſe 
of ſuch Liquors, in that Method they have from their 
Youth been accuſtomed to: Altho' every ſenſible Man mult 
be convinced, that the' putting of this Hardſhip upon him 
was abſolutely neceſſary for the public Good, and for pre- 

Vol. IV. P p p ſerving 


Anno 10. Geo. 
IE.1736-7. 


1 


as much as is neceſſary for anſwering the preſent Occaſion, 


Liquors. 
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ſerving the Health and Morals of the People, yet we find 
there are great Numbers who are apt to murmur at this 
Regulation ; and to prevent theſe Murmurs, I can think of 
no Expedient more proper than that of encouraging the 
Retail and Conſumption of thoſe Liquors calied Sweets, 
which may be made to an{wer all the good Ends of Spiri— 


tuous Liquors, without being attended with any of the fatal 
Conſequences proceeding from an immoderate Ule of ſuch 
Liquors. 
nithing the Duty payable upon thoſe Liquors called Sweets, 


even tho” there were no Benefit to ariſe therefrom to the 


public Revenue, nor any Occaſion for increafting that Re. 


venue, But as there is an abſolute Neceſſity for increaſing 
the public Revenue, in order to anſwer thoſe Supplies you 


have already granted; and as there is a great Probability | 
that, by diminithing the Duty on Sweets to one Third of | 


what it is at preſent, you will increaſe the public Revenue 


I think no Gentleman can diſpute the Reaſonablenſs of 
making ſuch a Diminution. _ 

But, Sir, to add to the Weight of thoſe Reaſons ! 
have already given, there 1s another Reaſon of greit 
Weight with me for endeavouring to encourage the Con- 
ſumption of Sweets, and conſequently for diminiſhing the 
Duty now payable upon them, and that 1s, the great 
Quantity of Sugar made uſe of in the Conſumption of ſuch 
I believe no Gentleman doubts but that the 
Conſumption of Sugar will be diminiſhed by the ſtrict Pro- 
hibition of the Retail of Spirituous Liquors in Punch or 


otherwiſe; and as our Sugar Trade will ſuffer by diminiſh- | 


ing this Conſumption, J ſhould be glad this Lofs were 


made good to the Sugar Trade, by incouraging and in- W 


creaſing the Conſumption of thoſe Liquors called Sweets, 


in the Compoſition of which, there is, I believe, more Su. 


gar made uſe of than was ever uſed in the Compoſition of 
the like Quantity of that Liquor called Punch. To this 
ſhall add, that, as molt of the Materials made uſe of in 
the Com poſition of all Sorts of Sweets are the Growth and 
Manufacture of our own Dominions, and as a great Variet! 
of ſuch Liquors may very much diminiſh the Conſumption 
of foreign Wines, therefore the increaſing the Conſumption 
of the former will not only be a great Encouragement and 
Advantage to the induſtrious Part of our own Subjects, but 
will likewiſe be an Advantage and Addition to our general 
Balance of Trade, by diminiſhing the Value of our Im- 
Ports. | 
From all which, Sir, I hope it will appear not only 
prope: 


This of itſelt would be a good Reaſon for dimi- | 
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e find proper but neceſſary, that we ſhouid aboliſh the preſent 4-19 10 Geo, 

this Duty on Sweets, and inſtead thereof, lay on ſuch a leſs II. 1936.5, 

nk of Duty as to this Houſe ſhall ſeem reaſonable. With reſpe& KAN RS 
> the to the new Duty to be laid on, I ſha!l not pretend to pre- 
veets, ſcribe to the Houſe, I ſhall only beg Leave to give my 
Spiri— Reaions why | think 125. a Barre] will be a proper Duty. 
> fatal believe every Gentleman will agree, that as long as we 
ſuch have a Duty upon Malt, and an Exciſe upon all Malt Li- 
dimi- quors, there ought to be ſome Duty laid upon all other 
veets, Liquors conſumed within the Kingdom, whether they pro- 
to the ceed from foreign or domeliic Growth or Manufacture; 
t Re. becauſe the Production of Barley and Malt 1s a Pro- 
zaſing duction we ought to encourage as much as any Home Pro- 

s you duction whatever: Therefore there ought certainly to be 
bility W ſome Duty laid upon all Sweets conſumed within the Ring- 
ird of W dom; and in my Opinion that Duty ought to be higher 
venue than the Duties and Exciſes payable upon the like Quantity 
aſion, of any Sort of Malt Liquors ; but not ſo high as may en- | 
nſs of tirely prevent the Retail of any of thoſe Liquors. If we [| 
W conlider and compute the Malt Duty, and the ſeveral Ex- 

ſons ! cites payable upon Beer and Ale, we may reckon that |} 
great every Barrel of ſtrong Beer or Ale pays between 5 and 65. | | 
Con- MW 2 Barrel; and for the Encouragement of our Farmers, by [} 
g the increaſing the Conſumption of their Barley, I think we It 
great ought to make the Duty on Sweets at leaſt double the Duty | | 
f ſuch upon Malt Liquors; for which Reaſon I reckon 12 5s. per if 
t the Barrel is the leaſt Duty we can propoſe to lay upon all 1 
t Pro- Sweets, which ſhall hereafter be conſumed within this j 
ch or MW Kingdom. 
uiniſh- | This Duty, Sir, as it is but a very little above 4 4. a | 
were Gallon, cannot, I think, any way tend to diſcourage or di- 1 
id in- miniſh the Conſumption of ſuch Liquors, nor can it enhance | 
weets, W the Price by Retail, ſo as to make our People prefer the 

re Su- Vie of any foreign Liquor, to that of our Home made 

jon of W Sweets, when they are ſkilfully prepared, and proper Care 

this! taken to make them palatable as well as healthful ; for I 

of in MW am of Opinion that Sweets of all Kinds may be made as 

hand MW palatable and as healthful as any Sort of Punch; and con- 

arieiy W fidering that the Conſumers mutt pay for every Gallon 

iption eren of Rum-Punch at leaſt 4s. 4 d. Duty, I cannot but 

\ption MW think, that upon diminiſhing the Duty on Sweets as I have 

it and MW propoſed, ſeveral Sorts of them may be made up and fold 
s, but MW # a much cheaper Rate than any Sort of Punch can be; 
eneral from whence I muſt conclude, that in a little Time great | 
Im- Quantities will begin to be conſumed; and that from 

thenceforward, this particular Branch of the public Reve- 
t only MW ue will be very much increaſed, by diminiſhing the Put) 
prope: P P P 2 upon | 
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"Anno 10. Geo. upon ſuch Liquors; as was formerly the Cafe with reſpec 
II. 1736 7. to Pepper, the Duty upon which has produced a great deal 
u nore yearly ſince it was reduced, than ever it did before. 


It is impoſſible for me, Sir, to forete l with any Certainty, 
what this Duty upon Sweets, when ſo reduced, will brin 
in yearly. 1 have ſeen ſeveral Calculations and Compu— 
tations upon the Head, all of which were founded upon 
very probable Conjectures; but they differed ſo widely 
from one another, that no Man can determine poſitively, 
which of them he ought to give molt Credit to. By ſome 
of theſe Computations it was calculated that the Duty upon 
Sweets, When reduced to 12 5. per Barrel, would in all Ap— 
pearance produce near 50,0004. a Year : By others, the 
annual Produce of this Duty was not computed at above 
20 or 25,000 /. which 15 ſo great a Difference that no De- 
termination, hardly any Suppoſition, can be made with 
reſpect to the future yearly Produce. 
Duty be reduced to 125. a Barrel, and that Doubt ex- 
plained, which has ariſen upon former Acts of Parliament, 
in relation to Liquors made for Sale by Infuſion, Fermen- 


tation, or otherwiſe, from Pritiſb Fruit or Sugar, or from 


Fruit or Sugar mixed With other M.terials or Ingredients, 


and commonly called or diſtinguiſhed by the Name of 


Made-Wines, I ſhall ſuppoſe the Duty will then produce 
20,c00 /. a Year; for the Conſumpt of thoſe Liquors 
called Sweets, has not only been prevented by the extra- 


vagant Height of the Duty laid upon them; but the Doubt 


J have mentioned has always prevented its being collected; 
becauſe it has always been pretended that ſuch Made-Wanes 
were not chargeable with the Duty of 36s. a Barrel, and 
by that Pretence, People have generally got free from pay- 


ing that Duty even upon Sweets made for Sale by Infuſion, 


Fermentation, or otherwiſe, from foreign Fruit or Sugar; 


it being generally impoſſible to determine, whether ſuch 


Mixtures are made from foreign or fiom Britiſh Fruits or 
Sugar. | 


« Now, Sir, if we ſuppoſe that the future Produce of this 
Duty will amount to 30,000 J. a Year, as it has never 


heretofore produced, I believe, 30 J. a Year, the Increaſe 


upon it will then be a ſufficient Fund for borrowing as 
much as will be neceſſary for making good the Supplies 
you have granted for the Service of this enſuing Year. 


ſay it will be a ſufficient Fund, not only for paying the In- 


tereſt yearly, but for paying off the Principal in a fmall 
Number of Years; for 400,000 J. will, I reckon, be the 
higheſt Sum that will be wanted, and as that Sum may be 
boriowed at 3 per Cent. a Revenue of near 30,000 /. 2 


Year 
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ſhould produce more than 30 o J. a Year, it will then 


pay off the Principal as weil as growing Intereſt much 
ſooner. | 


Thus, Sir, I have explained to you, what I think by 


Year will pay not only the Intereſt yearly, but will likewiſe Ane 10. Geo, 
pay off the Principal in about 17 Years; and if the Duty II. 1746-7 


WY NS 
hn „ 


far the eaſieſt and moſt proper Way of raiſing that Sum, 


which is ſtill deficient for making good thoſe Supplies we 
have already agreed to. Theſe Supplies muſt certainly be 
made good ſome Way or other; and if any Gentieman 
will rife up and ſhew us a better Method for making them 
good, I ſhall very readily give up my Project, and agree to 


any other Method propoſed ; ſince I have nothing in my 


View but to raiſe thoſe Sums we have thought neceſſary for 
the publick Service, in that Method which ſhall appear to 
be molt beneficial for the Nation, and leaſt burdenſome to 
the People. If the Houſe approves of what I have pro- 
poſed, the proper Method for carrying it into Execution is, 
To reſolve firſt to repeal or aboliſh the old Duty; and then 
to reſolve, That a Duty of 12s. per Barrel ſhall for the 
future be granted to his Majeſty upon all Sweets made for 
dale; therefore J ſhall conclude by making you this Motion, 
That it may be reſolv'd, That the Duty of 36s. a Barrel 
on Sweets, granted, Cc. 
To this it was anſwered in Subſtance as follows, v7z. 
81 X, 
„The Hon. Gentleman who has pleaſed to move you this 


Queſtion, ſet out with three or four general Maxims, in 


which I ſhall moſt readily agree with him. The Supplies 
we have already granted ought certainly to be made good 
by ſome Means or other ; and I am fo far of Opinion that 
theſe Supplies muſt be made good, either by adding to ſome 
of the Laxes we have already, or by impoſing ſome new 
one, or by incroaching upon the Sinking-Fund, that I am 
lure there is no fourth Way of making them good; there- 
fore the Hon. Gentleman raiſed my Curioſity not a little, 
when he told us he had thought of a Method for raiſing 
as much as would make good the Deficiency of the Land 
and Malt Tax, without adding to any old Tax, or impoſing 
any new Tax, and without making the leaſt Incroachment 
on the Sinking Fund. This, I confeſs, was to me a Paradox 
and a Myſtery, which I became very impatient to hear 
explained ; but how greatly was I diſappointed when this 
notable Project came to be laid open? for then it appeared 
to me, and I hope I ſhall by and by make it appear to the 


Houſe, that this Project muſt either be a new Tax, or it 


mult be an Incroachment upon the Sinking Fund, 


| 


Anno 10. Ges. 
1117357 


Supplies for that Purpoſe; for after we have once granted 


mention in every Branch of public Buſineſs within this 


It is proper only for a Government to undertake ; and 
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© | ſhall likewiſe, Sir, molt readily agree with the Hon. 
Gentleman in two other Maxims he ſet out with, which 
were, that the People cannot well bear any additional or 
new Tax, and that we ought never to make an Incroach. 
ment upon the Sinking Fund: But this, Sir, we ought t 
have th: ught on before granting the Supplies; and it this 
were conſidered as ſeriouſly as it ou ght to be, it would make 
every Gentleman extremely cautious of propoſing to run 
the Nation into an unneceſſary Expence, or of aſking any 


Supplies, they muſt be made good ſome way or other, 
We ought to conſider that, notwithitanding the many laxez 
our People are loaded with, yet all thoſe Jaxes, except the 
Land and the Malt Tax, are mortgaged for making good 
the Civil Lift Revenue we have granted, or for paying the 
Principal, and the Intereſt, of the Debts we have contracted: 
We have now no Way of providing for the current Service 
of the Year, but by Means of the Mait Tax and the 
Land Tax; and I mult ſay, tho' I am ſorry to lay it, if we 
do not fail into a Method of contracting the public Experce 
in Time of Peace, ſo as to make thoſe two T axes aniwer n 
this Nation muſt neceſſarily and ſpeedily be undone. 1 
may go on for a few Years contriving Expedients, and 
mortgaging every little Fund we have left to mortgage; 
bat this muſt be attended with inevitable Ruin at lati; tor 
the richeſt Man in the Kingdom, if he ſpent but 10% 2 
Year more than the real Income of his Eſtate, would cer- 
tainly at laſt be undone. | | 2 
Many Ways might be contrived, Sir, for leſſening tie 
public Expence yearly. The Reduction of the Army, at 
putting them upon a different Foot, is one Method, which 
is obvious and known to every Man; but there is another 
Method which would be as certain and as extenſive, and 
that 1s, by annihilating all thole Sine-Cure Poſts, and un. 
deſerved or ill-deſerved Salaries and Penſions, which have 
been growing upon us for many Years, and which cal 
never be of any Service to the People, unleſs it be to nat 
fature Miniſters to oppreſs them. Many of theſe J cou 


Kingdom; but I ſhall not take upon me the Malice and 
Reſentment which ſuch a Piece of public Service would 
draw upon the Author, from all thoſe whoſe private Interek 
would be ſtrack at. I do not think it proper or pruoent 
for any private Man to take upon himſeif ſuch a Buren: 


whenever the Government does undertake it, I am ſute 
they wall 
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$00,000 J. a Year to the Public, which is a greater Sum une ro. Ges. 


than is wanted for the Service of the enſuing Year. 

This, Sir, is what might have been done, it is what ought 
to have been done, becauſe by fo doing we might have 
avoided that fatal Dilemma we are now reduced to. The 
Reſolutions of the Committee of Supply have now made 


it abſolutely neceſſary to load the People with additional or 


new Taxes, or to incroach upon the Sinking-Fund ; and 
whatever the Hon. Gentleman may think of his favourite 
temporary Expedient, to every impartial Enquirer *twill 
appear, that it muſt be ranked under one or other of theſe 
Methods. The Duty upon Sweets, whatever was the In- 
tention of thole Parliaments which eſtabliſhed it, has never 
been raiſed, at leaſt it has never been raiſed in fo extenſive 
or ſtrict a Manner as is now propoſed ; therefore, with re- 
zard to the People it muſt be look'd on as a new Tax. If 


II. 1756-7. 
” >. Dd. 


we were to revive the ancient Tax called Danegeldt, we may 


as well pretend it is no new Tax, as to ſay that a Tax upon 


dweets, which was never before levied upon the People, is 


no new Tax. The People never before felt any ſuch Tax, 
therefore when they come to feel it, they will look on it as 
a new load laid upon their Backs, already almoſt broken, 
and will murmur as if it were a Tax which had never be- 
lore been thought of. They do not look into Acts of 
Prliament for learning what Taxes they are ſubject to: 
They conſider only what Taxes they have been accuſtomed 
to pay 3 and therefore they will always date the Com- 
mencement of a Tax from that Time when it firſt began 
to be exacted 1pon them. For this Reaſon our beginning 
now to exact this Tax, will certainly raiſe new Mlurmurs: 
1 ſhall not fay it will make the Murmurings of the Peo- 
ple more general; they are already by much too general; 
and ſuch temporary Expedients are not, I am ſure, the mott 
proper Ways for appeaſing them, or for preventing thoſe 
* and Tumults which are now ſo juſtly complained 


But, Sir, even with reſpect to the Laws by Which this 


ſupplying the current Service, muſt be looked on as a Me- 
thod for doing it by a new Tax in Whole or in Part, or 
it muſt be looked on as a Method for doing it by incroaching 
upon thoſe Funds appropriated to the Payment of the Prin- 
Cipal or Intereſt of our Debts. If it was never deſigned 


any of the Laws now in Being, that Made. Wines ſhould 
looked on as Sweets, or ſubjected to any Tax as ſuch, 
the ſubjecting them for the future to a Tax, mult be looked 
on as impoſing a new Tax upon ſuch Wines; and it by One 
aWs 


Duty has been eſtabliſhed, the Method now propoled for 


Se 
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Anno 10. Geo. Laws now in Being all Liquors made for Sale by Infuſion, 
_ I 1736-7. Fermentation, or otherwiſe, from Britiſh Fruit or Sugar, or 


from Fruit or Sugar mixed with other Materials or Ingre. 


dients, were deſigned to be looked on as Sweets, and as fuch 
to be chargeable with the Duty of 36s. a Barrel, as weil 
as all Liquors made for Sale from foreign Fruits Gr Sugar, 
then the whole Duty now propoſed to be aboliſhed, ftands 
appropriated to the Payment of our Debts, and makes a 
Part of the Sinking-Fund, as may appear from the famous 
Act of the 6th of his late Majeſty, for enabling the South. 
Sea Company to encreale their Capital, by which this Duty, 
among others, ſtands expreſly appropriated to that Company, 
Nor does it ſignify to {ay that this Duty never produced any 


thing; becauſe if the Levying of this Duty was prevented 


by a Doubt in the Act of Parliament, that Doubt ought to 


have been explained long before now; for he who grants 
is always ſuppoſed to grant every Thing neceſlary for making 
his Grant effectual. Therefore, as the old Duty ſtands ap- 
propriated to the South Sea Company, and makes a Part of 
the Sinking Fund, we cannot aboliſh it without making an 


Encroachment upon the Sinking- Fund; and if the South Sea 


Company ſhould give up two Thirds of their Grant, in order 
to make the remaining Third more effectual, or if ve 
ſhould, by way of Repeal, take from the Sinking - Fund two 


Thirds of this Duty, in hopes the remaining Third would 


he has been pleaſed to offer. 


produce more than the whole three Parts formerly did, or 
could have done, ſurely the South-Sza Company, as well as 
the Sinking-Fund, have an undoubted Right to that thurd 
Part; ſo that we cannot appropriate the 12 5. now propoſed 
to be laid upon Sweets to the Service of next Year, without 
encroaching both upon the Sinking-Fund, and upon the 
Right of the South Sen Company. 

1 hope, Sir, every Gentleman that hears me 1s now con- 


vinced the Project we have under our Conſideration mult | 


either be called a new Tax, or an Incroachment on tie 


Sinking Fund; and as the Hon. Gentleman who moved 


you the Queſtion, admitted, that we ought neither to impole 
any new 'Tax, nor make any ſuch Incroachment; 1 hope 
he will now admit his Propoſition is ſuch a one as ouyiil 
not to be agreed to; for tho' I ſhall not ſay that out of hi 
own Mouth TI have condemned him, yet, I think I may ay, 
that out of his own Mouth I pave condemned the Project 
I know, it may be ſaid, that 


if we, from the future Produce of this Duty, pay yearly de 
the Sinking Fund, a Sum equal to what the Duty has pts. 
duced at a Medium ſince the firſt Time of its being granted, 
we cannot be accuſed of making any Incroachment upon 
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the Sinking Fund; but is not this a fort of Play 
Words, hardly becoming the Courts in Weſt minfter-Hall, 
and much leis the Proceedings of this Houſe, where nothin 
but Equity and rect Honour ought to prevail? A Duty 
has been granted, Money has been borrowed upon the Cre- 
dit of that Duty, it has fince been found the Duty was fo 
high, that it amounted to a Prohibition, and therefore pro- 
duced little or nothing; the Creditors come and defire the 
Duty may be lowered, in order that they may have ſome 


upon Auno 10. Geo; 


Il 1736-7. | 


WNNg 


ſort of Security for their Money: Could we refuſe fo equi- 


table a Requeſt? Could we in Honour ſay, No, you ſhall 
have the former Produce, which was little or nothing, conti- 


nued to you; but if, upon its being lowered, it produces 


more, we muſt take the whole increaſed Produce, for an- 


ſwer ing our own neceſſary Occaſions? TheCaſe before us is till 


ſtronger: The old Duty upon Sweets would have produced 
a great deal more than ever it did, if the Doubt which 
aroſe about the Intention of the Law had been explained 
as now defigned ; and, if what is now defigned, was really 
the Intention of the Law at firſt, that Doubt ought to have 
been ſo explained as ſoon as it was taken Notice of, in order 


to make effectual to our Creditors that Grant, which we had 


made them for ſecuring the Payment of the Money they lenr 
us in our Diſtreſs. We may aboliſh the old Duty, we may 
eſtabliſh one third Part of that Duty only, for the future; 
but that new Duty, ſo to be eſtabliſned, in Honour, in Juſtice, 
in Equity, belongs to the Credicors who lent their Money 
upon the Credit of the old Duty ; and conſequently, we 
cannot apply it to the current Service, without making an 
Incroachment upon the Sinking Fund. 

I have hitherto ſuppoſed, Sir, that the Parliament which 
eſtabliſhed the Duty upon Sweets, deſigned to include thoſe 
Liquors called Made-Wines ; and this 1 have ſuppoſed, only 
to ſhew that, even in that Caſe, we ought not to agree to the 
Method propoſed, becauſe it will be an Incroachment upon 
the Sinking-Fund ; but now, Sir, I ſhall ſuppoſe, and I do 
inſiſt upon it, that no former Parliament ever intended to 
ſubject Liquors made for Sale by Infuſion, Fermentation, 


or otherwiſe, from Britiſb Fruits or Sugar, or from 


Fruits or Sugar mixed with other Materials or Ingredi- 
ents, and commonly called or diſtinguiſhed by the Name of 
Made-Wines, to the Duty by them impoſed upon Sweets: 
and the Practice ever fince thoſe Acts of Parliament were 


paſſed, which is above thirty Years ago, has fully juſtified. 


my Opinion; for we muſt ſuppoſe the Commiſſioners ot the 


Treaſury, the Commiſſioners of Exciſe, and the Exciſe- 
men, have often taken the Opinion of Lawyers upon 
this Head; and if they had ever had the Opinion of any 


Vol. IV. Qqqg 


tolerible 
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Arn 10. Ceo. tolerable Lawyer in a Favour, we may ſuppoſe they 


would have exacted the Tax with the utmolt Ricour ; 


SYN we cannot ſuppoſe, without doing great Injuſtice to theſe 


worthy Servants of their Country, that they would have 
allowed the Public to be defrauded of ſuch a conſiderable 
Revenue, if in all that Time they had ever had the Opi. 
nion of any noted Lawyer in their Favour ; therefore, I 
mult loo upon the Propoſition now made to us, as a Pro- 
pot: ion for impoſing a new Tax upon the 8 ubiccls of this 
Kingdom ; and 1 ſhall now endeavour to ſhew, that it is a 
Tax ot the moſt opprefiive Nature, and which may be at- 
tended with the moit fatal Confequences, with reſpect to 
our Conſtitution and the Liberty of the Subject. 

The Nature of Exciſe-Laws, Sir, and the dangerous 
Con'equences of 5 tending ſuch Laws in a free Country, 
were upon a late famous Occaſion io ably explaincd, that | 
Iittle expected n further Extenhon of ſuch Laws would have 
been attempted {or ſome Years to come; bat now, I find, 
I have been. egregioully miſtaken ; for the Project now 
before us, 1 mult look on as 
Every one 3 the Duty upon Sweets is 
to be raiſed by the Laws of Excite, and if you ſubject all 
thole Liquors called Made-Wines to that Duty, there is 
hardly a Farmer, or a Country Gentleman in England, but 
will by that means be ſubjected to the Laws of Exciſe, if 
he reſolves to make the beſt Uie of his Garden or Orchard, 
Our Excite Laws have already ſpread themſelves over every 
City, Borougb, and Village in the Kingdom, and by this 
new Regulation they are to ſpread themſelves over every 
Country, and to enter into the moſt lonetome Farm- Houle 
in Eugland; for if a Farmer has a Mind to make a little 
Money of an Elder-Hedge, or of a Goosberry, Raſberry, 
or Currant-Buſh, or of a Mulberry-Tree, he may have in 
his Garden, in order to enable him to pay his Rent 
to his Landlord, his Houſe muſt be open all Hours 


TTV 
thoſe LAa WIS, 


in the Day-time to the Gauger, nay, it muſt be open at all 


Hcurs in the Night-time, if the Gauger can but find a 
profligate Fellow | "of a Ale-houſe- keeper in the Hundred, 
who has got himſelf named a Conſtable by the Trading 
Juſtices of the County, Can it be ſuppoſed, Sir, that this 
will produce no freſh Murmurs? Can it be ſuppoſed our 
Farmers will all ſubmit patiently to ſuch a Hardſhip? Or 


can it be ſuppoſed that all our Gaugers will behave with 


common Decency, when they get into a loneſome Houle 
in the Country, at a Tire, when, perhaps, the Family are 
in the Fields a Hay-making, and no Perſon leſt at Home 


but the Farmer's Wife, or Daughter? Then, ſuppole the 


Farmer 
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Farmer is caught in a Fraud, how will the Landlord look, uno 10. Geo, 


when he finds himſelf diſappointed of his Rent, by an Ex- 
tent brought againſt his Tenant for the Penalty? 

I] am ſure, Sir, 1 need not repeat to the Houfe the manv 
good Arguments that have been made ule of againſt Excilc- 
Laws. It has upon a former Occaſion been ſhewn, th: t 
they are of the moſt dangerous Conſequence to our Conſti— 
tution ; and the Arguments then made ute of are certainly 
ſtill freſh in every Gentleman's Memory. I ſhall only take 
Notice, that as the Authority and Buſineſs of Exciſemen 
will be very much increated by this new Project, tho' we 
have now a greater Number of them than we have Occa- 
caſion for, yet their Number mutt be greatly augmentcd ; 
for not only many of our Farmers will from henceforth be 
ſubjected to their Review, but, I am afraid, every Tavern 
and Wine Cellar ir. the Kingdom. We know whata Cla- 
mour was raiſed againſt the Jail Attempt to ſubject Wine— 
Merchants and Vintners to Exciſe Laws: That was an 
open Attempt, and ſuch a one as they could openly oppoſe; 
but the Difficulty of ſuch an Attack was then felt; and 
therefore, they are now to be attack'd in an indirect and 
hidden Method; for if moſt of our Dealers in Wine be 
Brewers of Wine, as is commonly reported, every fuch 
Dealer will, by this Method, be ſubjected to the Review 
of an Exciſeman, tho' he dares not ſay he is afraid of any 
ſuch Thing, and, therefore, cannot openly oppoſe the Pro- 
ject now before us. By this means, the Influence whicn 
Exciſemen already have, or may have, upon all City and 
Borough Elections will be very much increaſed ; and as 
many of our Farmers are Freeholders, the Exciſemen will, 
by means of this Project, have an Opportunity of gaining 
an Influence likewiſe in all County Elections; both which 
are diametrically oppoſite to our Conititution, and to the 
Liberty of the Subject. 

If by lowering the Duty on Sweets, and preventing the 
Retail of Spirituous Liquors in Punch or otherwiſe, thoſe 


* 


II. 1736-7, 
. 


Liquors called Made- Wines ſhoald come to be of univerſal 


Uſe, we mutt ſuppoſe that almoſt every Farmer in Englend 
will turn himſelf towards the making of ſuch Liquors, and 
the producing of Materials proper for that Purpoſe; the 
Conſequence of Which will be, that he mult go to the next 
Office of Exciſe, and enter his Name and Place of Abode, 
together with every Room and Place made Uſe of by him 
tor making or keeping any ſuch Liquors. This he mud do 
under a great Penalty; and from the Time he has done ſo, 
he can no longer call his Houſe properly his own : From 
that Moment, the Gauger may, any Hour of the Day, and as 


e often 


[ 


— 


. 
— A 


| 
I 
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Anno. 10 Gro, often as he pleaſes, require Admittance ; and, by taking a but one 
II. 1736-5. Conſtable along with him, he may, at any Hour of the the Peo 
Night, and as often as he has a Mind, require Admittance: the La! 
bs I the poor Farmer ſhould at any Time refuſe to leave his our Lat 
Labour in the Fields, or if he ſhould refuſe to get out of Bed but I a 
after a hard Day's Labour, in order to let the Gauger enter Egan. 
his Houle, he ſubjects himſelf to a great Penalty. For ſuch a! 
theſe Penalties he is not to be ſued according to the com- WW for then 
mon Law, not to be tried in the uſual Way, by God and or give 
his Country, but he is to be tried before the Commiſiio- their F 
ners of Exciſe, or before two Juſtices of Peace, who may but a ff 
convict him without any Jury, upon the Oath of the Gau- Part ©: 
ger, who makes the Complaint; and all this without any his Te 
Appeal but to the Quarter Seſhon:, whoſe Judgment 1s to find hin 
be final. Then after he is once convicted, in order that he belong: 
may for ever after remain obedient to the Commiſſioners cf will be 
Exciſe, or to the Juſtices of the Peace, they are impowered that m: 
to levy the whole or What Part of the Penalty they pleaſe, Years. 
according to tue palt or the future Behaviour of the unfor- ought | 
tunate Convict. | | Tax, 1 


This, Sir, will be the Caſe of every Farmer in Exgland, Wl be the 
who attempts o make the moſt of the Goosberries or Cur- But thi 
rants he has in his Garden; and if, to avoid this Misfortune, dom, 2 
he ſhould reſolve to {ell his Fruits to the Makers of ſuch Proje© 
Liquors, inſtead of making them himſelf, he muſt ſell them his Ce 
for little or nothing. From hence I am apt to believe that railing 
notwithſtanding the low Duty you propoſe to lay upon Made- the me 
Wines, the Methods you are to preſcribe for raiſing it, will Nan ey 
| prevent the Conſumption ; becauſe no Man will ſubject Funds 
| himſelf to the Exciſe Laws, for the Sake of any Advantage Nis a 
he may get by the making of ſuch Liquors; and if they hallen 


are not made, I am ſure they cannot be conſumed ; ſo that {Wn Caſ 
one or other of theſe Inconveniencies muſt ariſe from the C In 
Project now under our Conſideration : Either a great Num- WW ſlate 


ber of our People will be ſubjected to Exciſe-Laws, who niſed 
were never before ſubje& to any ſuch, or the Produce of the Wand In 
Duty will come far ſhort of your Expectation. By the bay; 

former, our Liberties will be expoſed to greater Danger than I ceeds 
they are at preſent, or ever ought to be; and by the latter, ¶ er Re 
we ſnall leave a new Load upon our Poſterity, without any privat 
competent Fund, for ridding them of that Load; which is, nor t! 
T think, what no Man can agree to, who has any Regard WW preate 
for his Poſlerity, or the future Happineſs of his Coun- WW after 
5 5 SE yearly 
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From what I have ſaid, Sir,] hope it will appear, that I privat 
the Method propoſed far making good the Deficiency of the I Public 

Supplies for this next enſuing Year, is not only a new Ts „bay 
| | | ut 
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but one of the moſt dangerous Taxes we can impoſe upon Auno 10. Geo. 
the People. I ſhall be far from propoſing any Addition to II. 1936-7. 


the Land-Tax ; I think 2 s. in the Pound is the hi 


eheſt \ 
our Land-holders ought to be loaded with in Time of Peace; YN 


but I am ſure it would be better for every Land. holder in 
England to pay 3 s. in the Pound Land-Tax, than to lay 
ſuch a Hardſhip upon his Tenants, as to make it neceſſary 
for them, either to ſubject themſelves to the Laws of Exciſe, 
or give up making the proper Advantage of ſome Part of 
their Farms. An additional Shilling to the Land-Tax is 
but a ſhort temporary Loſs: It is a Loſs of a twentieth 
Part of his Rent but for one Year only; but by ſubjecting 
his Tenants to ſuch a Hardſhip for 17 or 20 Years, he may 
ind himſelf obliged to lower the Rent of every Farm that 
belongs to him, much more than a twentieth Part, which 
vill be probably a perpetual Loſs, or at leaſt a yearly Loſs 
that may affect him and his Poſterity for a great Number of 
Years. For this Reaſon, I ſay, Sir, every Land-holder 
ought to chuſe rather to pay an additional Shilling Land- 
Tax, than ſubject his Tenants to ſuch a Hardſhip as will 
be the neceſſary Conſequence of the Project now before us. 
But there is another Reaſon why every Man in the King- 
dom, as well as every Land-holder, ought to be againſt this 
Project, if he has a proper Regard for his Poſterity or for 
his Country ; becauſe the Method thereby propoſed for 
ring Money for the current Service, is in general, I think, 
the moſt pernicious Method this Nation, or any Nation, 
can ever chuſe for ſupplying ſuch Services. To eſtabliſh 
Funds, and then mortgage thoſe Funds for ready Money, 
sa Method of ſupplying the current Service, which I 
ſhall now endeavour to ſhew no Nation ought to take, but 
in Caſes of the greateſt Extremity and Danger. 
In every Country, Sir, that which may be called the 
Eſtate or Revenue of the Public is the Sum that may be 
med yearly from the public Lands, and from thoſe Taxes 
and Impoſitions which the People will patiently ſubmit to 
pay; therefore if in any one Year the public Expence ex- 
ceeds that Sum, by mortgaging a Part of this public Eſtate 
or Revenue, the Public is in the ſame Circumſtances with a 
private Man who runs out his Eſtate, and neither the one 
nor the other can, for the future, be reckoned to have a 
freater Eſtate or Revenue than what remains free to him 
ater the Payment of the Intereſt upon his Mortgages 
yearly, The only Difference is, that the Revenue of a 
private Man is certain and always the ſame, whereas the 
public Revenue of a Kingdom or State is variable, and may 
always be greater in Time of War than in Time of Peace ; 


becaule, 
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ino 10. Geo, becaule, during a juſt and neceſſary War, the People will 


patiently ſubmit to greater "Taxes than they will do in 
Time of Peace; but in either Cale, if the Government of 


a Country ſhould make the public Expence exceed the pub. 
lic Revenue, but for one Year only, it is a Step towards | 
their Ruin, and a great Number of ſuch Steps mult cer.“ 


tainly at laſt bring them to their Journey's End, which 1: 
the Ruin of their Country. For this Reaſon the Goverq- 
ment of every Country ought to take {ſpecial Care to pro- 
portion the public Expence to the public Revenue yearly, 


10 as never to allow any public Debt to be contracted, but 


what may be diſcharged by the Produce of the Taxes grow: | 


ing due within that Year. 


« Minitcrs, Sir, and thoſe in the preſent Poſſeſſion of 
Power, may very probably be for loading the Public with | 


Debts, infead of loading the People with Taxes, becaule 


the People are ſenſible only of the Taxes they pay, they 


are not immediately ſenſible of the Debt the Public con- 


tracts, nor can they probably become ſenſible of it curing 
that Xliniſter's Adminiſtration. 
run the Nation into a needleſs Expence, or to ſquander the 


public Money, without bringing an immedi" te Odium upoi | 
himſelf, or raifing any Murmurs againit his Adminiſtration; | 
but every ſuch Debt weakens the Tower of the Crown, | 
which depends upon the the annual Revenue of the King 


dom, and may render it impoſſible even for the very next 
Succciior to protect his Kingdom, either againſt Invaiions 


and Infults from without, or Tumults and Ipſurrections 
from within; therefore no Man who has a true Regard lor } 


the Crown, or for the next Succeſſor to the Crown, will, 
tor the Eaſe of any temporary Minitter, agree to run the 


Nation in Debt, in order that the People may not be feril- 
ble of the unneceſſary Charge his Ambition, Impruvence, 


Avarice, or Extravagance, may have brought upon them. 
When ſuch Taxes are impoſed and collected within the 


Year, as are fully {uſficient lor defraying the Expence e 
that Year, the People are ſenſible of the Expence, and 
will therefore enquire into the Necefiity of that Expence, 


which Will always be a Check upon the Meaſures of the 


Adminiſtration, in Time of War as well as Peace: It will 
not only make them frugal with reſpec to every Shilling of 


the public Money they are obliged to lay out, but it will 
make them careful not to involve the Nation in any un- 
neceſſary War or Expence; and it will prevent their con- 


tinuing of any War, longer than the future Security © 


the Nation requires. On the other hand, when the pub- 
lic Expence, or any Part of it, is raiſed by un pots © 
ima 
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ſmall Tax upon any of the Neceſſaries, Conveniencies, or Anno 10. Geo. 
Luxuries of Life, and mortgaging that Tax for a Number II. 1736. 


of Years, the People are not {ſenſible of the Expence they 


are put to, and conſequently make no Enquiry about it, - 


which often gives an Encouragement to thoſe in Power to 
run the Peopie into needleſs Expences, and laviſh the pub- 
lic Money But if ſuch Meatures be continued for any 
Number of Years, thoſe {mall Taxes grow ſo numerous, 
that they become not only ſenſible but inſupportable: The 
Complaints and the Murmurs of the People then begin to 
grow general and loud; but the Misfortune is, that their 
Reſentment falls upon thoſe who have then the ill Fate to 
be in Power over them, and not upon thoſe who were the 
original Authors of their Miſery. 

Another Misfortune is, Sir, that by contracting Debts, 
nitead of impoſing Taxes, the Nation is at laſt obliged to 
pay 3 or 45s, ſonietimes more, for every Shillipg that was 
ever applied to the public Service; becauſe the Intereſt and 
Charges of Management, Which the People are obliged to 
pay yearly till the Principal be diſcharged, often amounts 
to double or treble the Sum applied to the Service of the 
Public. If we were to compute what this Nation bas 
paid for Intereſt, and Charges of Management, upon all 
the Debrs we have contracted, it would amount to an in- 
credible Sum: I am convinced it would appear to be more 
than three Times the Amount of the whole Debt we owe at 
preſent. Let us but conſider the Project now before us: 
Let us ſuppoſe 400,000 J. borrowed at an Intereſt of 3 
per Cent. and that the Tax will amount to but 35,000 /. 
a Year, which is the leaſt groſs Produce we can ſuppoſe, 
upon the Suppoſition that it will bring a nett Sum of 
30,000 J. yearly into the Exchequer; in that Cale, the 
People muſt pay 35,000 J. a Year for 17 Years, which at 
3 per Cent. compound Intereſt amounts to near 750,000 /. 
and which muſt be paid by the People of Ezgleænd in lieu 
of the 400,000 J. now to be borrowed for the Service of 
this Year. When fo low an Intereſt, in fo ſhort a Time, 
makes ſuch a Difference, we may eaſily guels what an im- 


WY ND 


menſe Sum the People of this Kingdom have paid for In- 


tereſt and Charges of Management, fince that Practice of 
creating and mortgaging public Funds, was firſt brought 

into Faſhion amongſt us. 
© It may, I know, be ſaid, that if the whole Money ne- 
ceſſary for the current Service is not raiſed within the Year, 
the People muſt ſave ſo much Money in their Pockets, 
which they would otherwiſe be obliged to pay Gut, for 
: waking 
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Arno 10. Geo, making good the Service; and that every private \an 
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may make above 5 per Cent. of the Money ſo ſaved, in. 
ſtead of 3 per Cent. upon the Sum which the Public bor. 
rows for the current Service; from whence it may he 
argued, that it is an Advantage for every private Man to 
run the Public in Debt, rather than raiſe, within the Year, 
the whole Sums neceſſary for the current Service of the 
Year. But do not we know, Sir, that every Man looks 
upon the "Taxes he is obliged to pay yearly, as a Part of 


his yearly Expence ; and the mote Taxes he is obliged to 
pay, the more he contracts his yearly Expence upon other | 
Articles? This every prudent and provident Man will do, 


when he feels the Money going yearly out of his Pocket 


towards the public Expence ; but when a public Debt i; 


contracted, and thereby a Load thrown upon future Gene. 


| rations for the Eaſe of the preſent, no Man, let him be 


never ſo provident, fits down to compute the Eaſe he meets 
with, in order that he may ſave as much out of that Year's 
Expence, as may enable his Poſterity to anſwer the Lond 
thrown upon them. People conſider only the yearly Taxes 
they are ſubjected to, and proportion their Expences upon 
other Articles accordingly ; ſo that Poſterity are fo far 
from having the Principal left them, with Compound In- 
tereſt at 5 per Cent. that they have neither Principal nor 


Intereſt left them ; nor is it poſlible to perſwade an Heir, | 
that any Part of the Eftate left him by his Anceſtor, was } 


ſaved for him, with a View of enabling him to pay his 
Share of that public Debt, which was contracted in the 
Time of his Anceſtor. N 

To theſe Misfortunes, Sir, let me add another, That the 
creating and mcrtgaging public Funds neceſſarily contri- 
butes to the raiſing and keeping up the natural Intereſt of 
Money, or to the draining the Nation of that Gold and 
Silver which is brought into it by its general Balance of 
Trade. As the natural Intereſt of Money, in all Countries, 


depends upon the Proportion between the Demand for bor— 


rowing Money at Intereſt, and the Demand for lending 


Money at Intereſt, by creating and mortgaging public 


Funds, you increaſe the firſt Demand, and conſequently the 


natural Intereſt of Money muſt riſe, unleſs you propor 


tionably increaſe the other, and this you can no Way do 
but by prevailing with Foreigners to lend you a Sum equal 


to that public Fund you have eſtabliſhed. If you can do 
this, you keep up the ſame Proportion between the De- 


mand for borrowing Money at Intereſt, and the Demand 
for lending Money at Intereſt, which you had in you! 


Country beſore that public Fund was created; but then 
| What 
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= 7 t is the Conſequence ? J he who! ' | | 
Alan WHY « e whole Sum payable yearly 4 

4 by Way of Intereſt upon that public Fund mutt be . out 1 8 


ic b of your Country yearly in Gold or Silver, or it muſt pre- 

ay he vent ſo much Gold and Silver yearly coming in to Ag ti Ga 

2 means of your general Balance cf Trade; for unef you 

7 create a neu- Fund, your foreign Creditors cannot poſſibly 

ofthe convert their Intereſt into Principal; and if you crete a 

los new Fund, you add to your former Misfortune, by increaſing 

art of the annual Draught of Gold and Silver from amonoit you. 

ved to X To apply this, Sir, to our preſent Circumſtance:; ſuppoſe 

ak t hang of our public Debts amounts to 48 Millions, 

ill do - that but 10 Millions of that Capital belongs to 
pocket oreigners, tho' | am convinced their Share amouats to a 
John much larger Sum: In that Caſe, you have taken 38 Mil- 

Gon lions from the Demand for lending Money at Intereſt in 
im hi your Country, and have added it to the Demand for bor- 

3 rowing Money at Intereſt, which makes a Difference of no 

Years leſs than 76 Millions, and how this Difference muſt affect | 
d old the Proportion between theſe two Demands, and conſe— | 
Taxes quently the natural Intereſt of Money in this Country, I 
4 ſhall leave to every Gentleman that hears me to judge. 
0 Kur Then as to the 10 Millions belonging to Foreigners, 'tis | 
<4 To trye, 1t prevents the Difference between theſe two Demands | 
A this Country being ſo great as it would otherwiſe be; but | 
How | the Conſequence is, that the yearly Intereſt of the Sum ot | 
> 05 10 Millions, which is 400,009 J. a Year, mult be ſent out | 
jay hi N Sos Gold and Silver, or in Goods and Merchandize | 
Jo ah or all Bills of Exchange mutt at laſt be anſwered by one or 

other of theſe Funds. If it be ſent out in Gold and Silver, | 

1 it diminiſhes our National Stock of Gold and Silver; if | 
are in Goods and Merchandize, it prevents its Increaſe; be- | 
ol of caule | the Price of thoſe Goods and Merc' andize mult ne- | 
1415 ceſſarily at laſt have been returned to us in Jold and Silver, 
e it we had had no ſuch Intereſt to have paid yearly to 
Ware ede s While the general Balance of Trade con- 
or bor: ll © ues in our Favour, the paying of this Intereſt to 
ending r will only prevent the yearly Increaſe of our 

pubiie ational Stock of Gold and Silver; but as ſoon as the ge- 


tly the 


opor- e 

Fa do 1 in a few Vears, entirely exhauſt our National 
, equal i tock of thoſe two Metals; and when that Misfortune 
can do comes upon us, I am afraid we ſhall find but little Comfort 

. or Relief in our Paper Credit. 

eee This Conſideration alone, Sir, I ſhould think, would 

n your Donna every Gentleman reſolve to ſubmit to any Tax, ra- 

t then ther than run the Nation further into Debt; and I am lure 


hat 


neral Balance of Trade turns againſt us, this whole Sum 
mult be drawn out yearly in Gold and Silver, which mult 
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Anno 10. Geo, it ought to make every Miniſter reſolve to contract the pub- 
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lic Expence as much as poſſible. There are many other 


Mis fortunes and Inconveniencies attending the creating and 


mortgaging of public Funds; but I ſhall not trouble you 
with enumerating any more of them at preſent; I think, [ 
have ſaid enough for convincing every Man, who has a 
ſound Heart as well as a ſound Head, that any Project for 
running the Nation into a new Debt mult be a moſt perni— 
cious Sort of Means for ſupplying the current Service of 
the Year. If ſo, I am ſure every Gentleman that hears 
me, would give his Negative to the Queſtion, if there 


ſhould be an Occaſion ; but there will not, I believe, be 


any Occaſion for a Negative; becauſe, if the Honourable 
Gentleman, who made you this Propoſition, views it in the 


ſame Light I do, I am ſure he will moſt readily give it up. 
It may, perhaps, be faid, Will you leave the current Ser- 


vice unprovided for? Will you allow the Seſſion to break 


up without providing for thoſe Supplies you have already 


granted? No, Sir : Several other Methods may be thought 
of: I have hinted at one, which I am ſure would be {ufi- 


cient; I mean, that of aboliſhing ſeveral of our unneceſſary 


Poſts and Employments. A Committee for that Purpole, 
if we were unanimous, would ſoon find out a Fund for an- 


ſwering the preſent Deficiency ; and, I am certain, there is Wl © 


no Method that will be more effectual for producing that 


Unanimity, than our rejecting or dropping the Propoſition | 
now before us; for which Reaſon, if it be inſiſted on, | 


{hall moſt heartily give my Negative to the Queſtion. 
The Reply was to the Effect as follows, wvzz. 
| 81 R, ts. 


I am glad to find, that every Gentleman who has | 


argued for, or againſt the Queſtion now before us, ſeems to 
be of Opinion, the Supplies we have already voted, ought 
to be made good, ſome way or others When theſe Sup- 
plies were granted, I eaſily foreſaw, that the Malt-Tax and 
a Land-Tax of 2 s. in the Pound, would not be ſufficient 
for anſwering them; and I confeſs, tho' I ſaw the Neceſſity 


of the Supplies we had agreed to, I was under ſome Un- | 


eaſineſs to think how it was poſſible to make good the De- 
ficiency ; becauſe, I thought it would be hard to load the 
People with any new or additional Tax, or to make any In- 
croachment upon the Sinking-Fund ; but my Uneaſinels 
was fully removed, as ſoon as my Honourable Friend had 
explained the Method he had thought of, for making good 
that Defieieney. The Method he propoſed, and which we 
have now under our Conſideration, appeared to me ſo eaſy, 
and I beg his Leave to iay, ſo ingenious, that I e 
| wou 
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would have been agreed to without any Oppoſition ; but 41», 10. G49 


this is a Fate, which Jam glad to find few or no Pro- 

poſitions are like to meet with in this Houſe : for a bad 

one ought, and, I hope, always will be oppoſed ; and a 

good one der ves great Advantages from Oppoſition, be- 
cauſe its Uſefulnets from thence appears in a much clearer 
Light. As I very much approve of the Method propoſed 

by my Honourable Friend, for making good the Deficiency 

of the Supplies for this Year, I ſhall endeavour to remove 
the Objections that have been made to it, and then I ſhall 

endeavour to ſhew the Tnjuſtice and Impoſſibility of the 

other Methods that have been propoſed, or rather hinted at 
in this Debate. 

I I as heartily wiſh, Sir, as any Gentleman can do, that 

we could contract the public Expence, ſo as to make the 

Malt-Tax, and a Land-Tax of 2 5s. in the Pound, ſufficient 

for anſwering it yearly ; but the public Expence, as to its 

Quantity, neither depends upon our Reſolutions, nor upon 

the Will and Pleaſure of thoſe who have the Honour to be 

m the Adminiſtration of our Government. The annual 

public Expence in this Country, as well as in every other 

Country, depends upon the Neceſſities of the Government 


| only, and ought to be increaſed or diminiſhed only accord- 


ing to thoſe Neceſſities. In Arbitrary Countries, the Mi- 
niſters are the only Judges of thoſe Neceſſities, and of the 
Sums that will be ſufficient for anſwering, as well as of the 
Ways and Means moſt proper for raiſing them; but, in 
this happy Country, our Miniſters are no Judges in either 
of theſe Reſpects: Their Buſineſs is only to lay before 
Parliament what they think will be the Neceſſities of our 
Government for the enſuing Year, and what Sums they 
think will be ſufficient for anſwering thoſe Neceſſities. 
When they have done ſo, they are, as it were, fun officzo, 
they have nothing more todo; for, the Parliament is then 
to judge, Whether thoſe Neceſſities are real: Whether a 
leſs Sum may not be ſufficient for anſwering thoſe Neceſſities: 
And what Ways and Means are moſt proper for railing 
thoſe Sums, that ſhall be thought neceſſary. Of theſe 
three Queſtions, we have already determined the firſt two: 
and now we have the third under our Conſideration. 
In determining this third Queſtion, we certainly ought, 
Sir, to chuſe ſuch Ways and Means as may be ſufficient for 
the End propoſed ; ſuch as may be leaſt burdenſome to the 
People, and ſuch as may feem to occaſion the feweſt Mur- 
murings againſt the Government: And, that the Method 
now propoſed to us has every one of theſe three Advan- 


tages, will beſt appear from anſwering the ſeveral Ob- 
| Rrr 2 jections 
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Ann 10 Gee. jeRions that have been made to it. I ſhall grant, Sir, tha 
II. 1736-7. rome ſort of Conparifon may be made between the pub- 
OY lic Revenue of a Nation, and a private Man's Eſtate; and 


that a Mortgage upon either, mult be a Lots to Poſterity, 
and a Diminution of the Eſtate, till that Mortgage be 


cleared ; but there is a very great Difference between 


what may be called a Lois to Poſterity, and what may be 
called doing them a rea] Injury: A private Man who mort- 
gages his Eſtate, in order to ſupport his Luxury or Extra- 
vagance, does a real Injury to his Poſterity: But he, who 
by ſome croſs Accident is obliged to mortgage his "Efiate 
for the Preſervation of. himſelf and Family, does no In- 
Jury to his Poſterity, tho' he ſubjects them to a Lois. In 


the ſame Manner, a Nation may often, for Self preſervation, 


be obliged to be at a much greater public Expence than can 
poſlibly be raiſed within the Year, and muſt then neceilarily 


3 mortgage ſome Part of its public Revenue; which is ſo far 


from being an Injury to Poſterity. that there is nothing 
more juſt and reaſon ble; becauſe, as future Generations 
are to reap a great Part of the Benefit, they ought to pay 
ſome Part of the Ex pences Which were neceſlary for ob- 
taining and preſerving that Bencſit. | | 
Not only Neceſſity therefore, Sir, but even common 
Tuſtice may ſometimes require, that a public Debt ſhould 
be contraRed, rather than lay too heavy a Load upon the 
People for any one Year, or for any Number of Years; 
and whatever Inconveniencies or Diſadvantages ſuch a 
Meaiure may be attended with, the Neceſſity of Affairs 
will always be a full Juſtifcation of thoſe, who purſue it. 


But, I cannot think, the Diſadvantages attending ſuch a 


Meaſure are near fo grievous as have been repreiented ; for 
as to the Intereſt and Charges of Management, the Money 
paid by the People for thote Purpoies is ſeldom any real 
Loſs to the Nation, becauſe it is, generally, all diviced 
among our own people; z there is but a very ſmall Share of 
the Intereit belongs to Foreigners; and what goes out that 
way is attended with this Advantage, that it procures the 
Nation ſome Friends in foreign States, who have often 
great Weight in their Councils, and, conſequently, may 
prevent their joining in any Meaſures with our Enemies. 
Then, as to the Effect this Meaſure ma y have upon the 
Management of public Money; I hope it will not be ſaid 
that Miniſters are to be judged or puniſhed by the People, 
in a mobbiſh and riotous Manner, their Conduct is always 
to be enquired into and judged of by the Reprelentatives 
of the People in Parliament aſſembled : and, ſurely, no 
Gentleman of tits Houſe will ever be influenced, 2 
ue 
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ſuch Occaſion, by what the People feel, or lay they feel; Aung 10 Gre. 
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will ever approve of any Article of Expence propoſed, I) 


nor can we ſuppoſe, that any Gentleman of this Huuſe 


only becauſe his Poſterity, and not he, are to ſuffer for 
It, | NET 
« I ſhould be glad, Sir, we could raiſe the Supplies of 
this Year within the Year: I ſhould be glad our public 
Neceſſities never required any greater Expence than what 
the public Revenue would anſwer; but for the Reaſons J 
have given I cannot admit it as a general and infallible 
Maxim, that we ought never to contract any public Debt, 
or make any public Mortgage; for when it becomes neceſ- 
fary to raiſe any large Sum for the Service of any one Year, 
| ſhall be for giving the People ſuch a ſufficient Time for 
paying it, as may not ſubject them to any great Difficulty, 
In private Life it has always been looked on as an Advan- 
tage and an Eaſe to a Man to give him ſeveral Terms for 
paying a large Sum of Money; and the Caſe is the ſame 
with reſpect to the People; it will be much more eaſy and 
advantageous for them to pay 400,000 / with the growing 
Intereſt in 17 Years, than to pay 400,000 J. at one Pay- 
ment, in any manner you can contrive for raiſing it; ſo that 
if the Method now under our Conſideration were really a 
Mortgage of ſome Part of our former Revenue, conſequent- 
ly a Diminution of the public Eſtate, I ſhould be for agree- 
ing to it; but it is really neither the one nor the other: It 
is an Improvement of the public Revenue and Eſtate; and 
ſurely Polterity cannot find Fault with us for morgaging. 
for a few Years only, the Produce of that Improvement. 
If a private Gentleman ſhould by any Improvement add 
100/, a Year to his Eſtate, and mortgage that Improvement 
for 17 Years only, ſurely his Son would have no Reaſon to 
blame his Conduct, even tho* he ſhould die immediately 
after having made that Improvement and Mortgage, and all 
future Generations would have Reaſon to bleſs him. | 
From this fingle Conſideration, Sir, all thoſe Objections 
that are founded upon the Inconveniencies of mortgaging 
the public Revenue muſt vaniſh; and the Debt to be con- 
tracted is fo ſmall, and the Intereſt it is to be borrowed at 
ſo low, that it can no way affect the natural Intereſt of Mo- 
ney, either upon public or private Securities, Now, Sir, 
with reſpect to the Objection which impeaches the Propo- 
ſition under our Conſideration, with being either a Propo- 
ſition for a new Tax, or a Propoſition for making an 
Encroachment upon the Sinking Fund, I was, indeed, 
not a little ſurprized to hear it not only ſaid, but in- 
filted on, that the Duty propoſed to be laid on any Sort 
of Sweets was a new Lax; conſidering how general the 
Words 


„ 


. 10. Geo, Words are of all the Acts of Parliament by which the preſent 
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Duty was eſtabliſhed or continued. The Words of that 


WWW YN Law in King William's Time, by which a Duty was firſt laid 


upon Sweets, are. For every Gallon of mixed Liquors, } 


commonly called Sweets, made from Foreign or Englifh 
Materials:“ And by the Act of the 5th of the late Queen, 
by which the prsſent Duty was firſt eſtabliſhed, the Words 
are, For every *4rrel of Sweets made for Sale.“ Tis true 
a Doubt has fince ariſen from the Deſcription of Sweets 


contained in another Act of King Milliam's Reign; but as 


that of the 5th of Queen Anne is a ſubſequent Law, and as 


the Words of it are general, the Intention certainly was to 
ſubject all Liquors, commonly called Sweets, to the preſent 


Duty, if they were made for Sale ; therefore we mult ſup- 


poſe that this Doubt's not being clear'd up by a Trial, as | 
well as by the Opinion of Lawyers, does not proceed from 
any Neglect in the Officers of the Revenue, or from their 


finding the Opinion of Lawyers againſt them, but from 


every Man's being perſuaded there was no Foundation for 


the Queſtion, therefore no Man would ſtand the Event of a 


Law-ſuit upon it; and the ſmall Produce of the Duty mutt | 


be imputed to the ſame Cauſe; for as every Man knew he 


muſt pay 365. a Barrel, if he made any Sweets for Sale, and 
that, conſidering the Height of : that Duty, he could expect 


no Advantage by the Sale, therefore very ſew Perſons at- 


tempted to make any ſuch Liquors for ſuch a Purpoſe, ever 
Therefore, the Duty now 


ſince this Duty was impoſed. 
propoſed to be laid on Sweets is fo far from being a new Tax, 


that every Man in the Kingdom will look upon it as a Re- 


leaſe from an inſupportable Tax, and as a Reſtoring him to 
the full Uſe of his Garden and Orchard, which he has been 


deprived of ever ſince the preſent high Duty on Sweets took 


place. | | 
I ſhall readily acknowledge, Sir, that the preſent Duty 
on Sweets ſtands appropriated to the South Sea Company, 


and if the Produce of that Duty had ever been or could 
ever be worth taking any Notice of, the applying it to the | 


current Service would be an Encroachment on the Sinking: 


Fund, becauſe it would be neceſſary to make it good to the 


Souſſ gea Company out of the Sinking - Fund; but the Sea 
Company can have no Right to any thing but the Produce 
of the preſent Duty, and if you were to aboliſh the Duty 
entirely, all that the Souih-Sea Company could lay Claim to 
would be a future Annuity equal to that Produce, at a Me- 
diam ever fince the Duty was firſt granted to them. Sup- 
poſe no other or heavier Duty had ever been laid on Sweets 
than 1s. per Barrel, which was the firſt Duty impoled on 
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ſuch Liquors; ſuppoſe that Duty had been granted to the Arno 10. Ges. 
South-Sea Company ſor ſecuring to them the Payment of II. 5736-7. 


their Annuity, and ſuppoſe we were now to lay an additio- A 


nal Tax of 115. per Barrel on ſuch Liquors, would the 
South-Sea Company have any Right to that additional Tax ? 
Or would the Applying of it to the current Service be any 
Incroachment upon the Sinking-Fund ? For the ſame Rea- 
ſon, if by any new Regulation you make a conſiderable _ 
Increaſe in the Produce of the Tax, the South Sea Company 
can pretend no Right to that Increaſe, nor can the Appli- 
cation of it to the current Service be deemed an Incroack- 
ment upon the Sinking-Fund. The utmoſt that can be 
pretended is, that a future Annuity ought to be paid out of 
that increaſed Produce to the South-Sea Company, or to the 
dinking- Fund, equal to the former Produce at a Medium, 
from the Time it was firſt appropriated to the Payment of 
our Debts. Such a future Annuity would, I ſay, be the only 
Thing that could, with any Shadow of Reaſon, be conten- 
ced for, and in the preſent Caſe that Annuity would be ſo 
inconſiderable, that it is not to be regarded. 

« Thus it appears, Sir, that the Method propoſed for 
making good the Deficiency in the Supplies for this enſuing 
Year can neither be called a Propoſition for impoſing a new 
Tax, nor can it be called a Propoſition for making an In- 
croachment upon the Sinking-Fund, or upon the Right of 
the South. Sea Company, But we have been told, that the 
Duty propoſed will either produce little or nothing, or it 
will ſubje& a great Number of our People to Excife-Laws- 
As to the future Produce of the Duty, it is impoſlible to 
foretel] with any Certainty what it will amount to; but the 
loweſt Computation I ever heard of was 20,000 /. a Year, 
and if the future Produce amount to that Sum, it will be 
lufficient for the End propoſed, becauſe it will not only pay 
the growing Intereſt yearly, but will likewiſe pay off a Part 
of the Principal yearly, ſo that the Whole may be at laſt 
diſcharged by the Means of this Duty only. Then as to 
Exciſe Laws, I have, 'tis true, heard a great many Excla- 
mations againſt the Rigour of ſuch Laws, and againſt the 
Inconveniencies and the Conſequences of ſubjecting our 
People to ſuch Laws; but the Misfortune is, that all theſe 
duppolitions are contradicted by Experience; for we have, 
for near this Century paſt, had ſuch Laws in this Kingdom, 
Without being ſenſible of the leaſt Inconvenience ariſing 
from them; and 1 believe thoſe who are ſubject to them 
live as happily and as independently as thoſe who are not. 
Theſe Laws are certain, and publicly known, and therefore 
thoſe who are ſubject to them can be under no Dependance 

upon 
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os 10. Geo, upon the Officers, but upon the Laws themſelves : If they 


WY 
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conform to the Law, they have not ſo much as a Favour 
to ask of any Coiamiſſioner or Officer of Exciſe; and if 
any Officer beuave rudely in the Execution of them, or 
commits any Treſpaſs, he may be proſecuted or it, as eaſily 
as any other Subject This they are ſenſible of, and there. 


fore they have hitherto generally done their Duty with 


as much Civility and Good. Nature as was poſſible; ſo that 
fair | raders, who bring themſelves under no Suipicion, are 
ſe dom or ever ſubjected to any Inconvenience, nor are they 
ever viſited or diſturbed at unſeaſonable Hours. 

« Bur, Sir, ſuppoſing the Exciſe Laws to be as dangerous 
and as oppreſſive as they have been repreſented, our Farmers, 
our Wine-Merchants, and Vintners, will be in the ſame 
Caſe they are at preſent; for if any of them ſhould begin 
to make Sweets for Sale, they would ſubject themſelves to 


the Exciſe Laws, even as the Duty liands regulated by the | 


Laws now in being; and tho' the Conſumption of ſuch 


Liquors ſhould be very much increaſed by diminiſhing the 
Duty, as it probably will, it does not neceſlarily follow that 


every Farmer who has an Elder-Hedge, or a Goosberry- 


Buſh in his Garden, ſhould become a Maker of Sweets, no 


more than it is neceſſary for every Man who has an Acre 


of Baricy to become a Brewer or a Maltſter: If the Con- 
ſumption ſhould become very extenſive and general, tis 
certain that proper Perſons will ſet up the Trade for making 


ſuch Liquors for Sale, and will purchaſe Fruits for that 
Purpoſe from the Farmer at a reaſonable Price, in the {ame 


Way as Brewers, Diitillers, and Maltſters now purchaſe | 
their Barley. 
this new Regulation, our Farmers will be put in a Way of | 


The only Difference I can ſee, is, that by 


maling an Advantage of their Farms, which they have 
been debarred from ever ſince the high Duty upon Sweets 


took place; and the more Advantages they are enabled to 
male of their Farms, the better able will they be to pay | 


their Rent to their Landlords; ſo that every Landed Gen- 


tleman has, in my Opinion, great Reaſon to approve of the 
Propoſition now before us; for if it does not improve the 


Rent of his Eſtate, it will at leaſt contribute towards ren- 


dering the Payment of that Rent more certain and punc- | 


tual, 
« I hope, Sir, I have fully anſwered all the Objections 


made againſt the Propoſition now before us, and as all the 


Gentlemen who have ſpoke upon the other Side of the 
Queſtion, have acknowledged, that the Supplies we have 
agreed to ought to be mace good by ſome Means or other, 
1 wil they had directly and plainly propoſed ſome other 


Method: 
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Method; for upon ſetting the two Methods in oppolite ume 10. Ges, 


Lights, it would have been very eaſy to have determined, 
which of them ought to be preferred. They have, indeed, 


| given us ſome ſort of Hint of two other Methods, one of 


which, I mean that of an additional Shilling in the Pound 
upon Land, might have bore ſome fort of Compariſan, if 
the Land Tax for this enſuing Year had not been already 
ſettled, and the Bill actually brought in; fo that it is now 
too late to think of any ſuch Method; but if it were other- 
wiſe, if the Land Tax were ſill to be ſettled, J am ſure it 


W.1736-7. 
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would be very eaſy to ſhew, that of all the Methods we can 


think of for raiſing Money, that of over-loading the Landed 
Intereſt is the molt unjuſt, the moſt grievous, and the molt 
dangerous, Even 25. in the Pound upon Land is a great 
deal too much, when the whole public Expence does not 
amount to much above two Millions; for as every lan 
ought in Juſtice to be made to contribute to the public x- 
pence, according to the Share of Riches he poſſeſſes, and as 
the Lands in Great Britain are not near equal in Value to 
the other Riches of the Nation, it is doing an Injuſtice to 
the Landed Intereſt, to make them contribute one Moiety 
of the public Charge, which will be their Cate for this next 
enſuing Year. But as the Land Tax is now entirely out 
of the Queſtion, I ſhall not take up your Time with enlarg- 
ing upon the Subject. | 

« The other Method hinted at is a Method extremely 
plauſible in Appearance, but I queſtion much, Sir, if it will 
ever be found practicable; that I am ſure, it cannot be pro- 
poſed as a Method for raifing any Part of the Supplies we 
have already agreed to for this enſuing Year. In effect, it 
cannot properly be called a Method of providing for Sup- 
plies ; it is rather a Method for diminiſhing the uſual ne- 
ceſſary Supplies, and cannot therefore come properly before 
us in this Committee. I do not at all queſtion but there are 
many „ne- cure Poſts in this Kingdom, as well as in every 
other, and many uſeleſs or extravagant Salaries. Some of 
them might perhaps be aboliſhed ; but I doubt much if it 
will ever be in our Power to aboliſh them all, and there'ore 
lam afraid the Saving in that Way, upon the ſevereſt Scrutiny, 
would not amount to near the Sum the Hon. Gentleman 
luppoſes. However, let it amount to what it will, it cannot 
be made a Proviſion for the Supplies of the next enſuing 
Year; becauſe if we were immediately to appoint a Com- 
mittee for enquiring into that Affair, we cannot {uppole that 
Committee would be able to go through the Buſinels in this 
deſſion, nay, I doubt much if they would be able to make 
eren a partial Report; and as many of thoſe Poſts, I be- 

Val, IV. I 1 lieve 
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Anno 10. Geo, lieve moſt of the uſeleſs ones, are held for Liſe, and are a 
II. 17367. fort of Free-hold, we could not at once, and without any 
Conſideration, turn the preſent Poſſeſſors out of their Free- 


hold; therefore, from {uch an Enquiry the Nation could 
not expect any great immediate Advantage; at leaſt, not 


ſuch a great and immediate Advantage, as would be ſuffici- 


ent for making good the Deficiency in the Supplies for the 
next enſuing Year, 


I hope, Sir, I have ſaid enough for convincing every 


Gentleman, that the Method now under our Conſideration, | 


for making good the Supplies of this next enſuing Year, 
will in all Probability be ſufficient for the End propoſed; 
and.that of all the Methods that have been propoſed, or ſo 


much as kinted at, it is the leaſt burdenſome, and the leaſt 
liable to occaſion any freſh Murmurs among the People; 
thercfore it is certainly the Method we ought to chuſe. It 


is, indeed, in my Opinion, the only Method we have to 
chuſe; for, I think, I have ſhewn, that the other two Me- 
thods that have been mentioned, are both impracticable; 
and as I join in that which ſeems to be the general Opini— 
on, that the Supplies we have already voted ought to be 
made good, I think I am both in Honour and Conſcience 
bound to give my Aſſent to the Propoſition now before us, 


becauſe it is the only Method we can chuſe for doing 


that which every Gentleman acknowledges ought to be done. 
This is the Subſtance of the ſeveral Debates which hap- 


pened in this Affair relating to Sweets; in which thoſe who 


were for the Duty got the better upon every Diviſion, 


except one, which was in relation to that Clauſe in the | 


Bill, whereby it is provided, that nothing in that A& contain- 
ed ſhould extend, or be conſtrued to extend, to charge with 


oppoied by molt of the Gentlemen who were Favourers 
of the Duty and Bill; however, upon a Diviſion 1t was 


carried againſt them, and the Claule, as it now ſtands, 


was accordingly inſerted in the Bill. 
On Monday, May 16th. 


dilable Alexander Wilſon, Eſq; from taking, hold- 


ing, or enjoying any Office or Place of Magiſtracy in the 
City of Edinburgh, or elſewhere in Great Britain, and for 
impriſoning the ſaid Alexander Wilſen, and for aboliſhing 
the Guard kept up in the ſaid City, commonly called the 
Town Guard, and for taking away the Gates of the Ne- 
ther-Bew Part of the ſaid City, and keeping open 0 
The 


fame.”-. 


Ll 
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any Duty ſuch Wine as the Owners or Occupiers of Br:- 

Lic Vineyards ſhould make from the Juice of the Grapes } 
only growing thereon ; for the Adding of any ſuch Clauſe, 
to exempt ſuch Liquors from the Duty on Sweets, was 
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The Title of the Bill being read, 2726•7 
James Oglethorpe, Eſq; oppoſed the receiving the Bill a.. 


all: Becauſe he was of Opinion that the Houſe of Lords fame 
would refuſe to receive from that Houſe any Bill of Pains * 


and Penalties, which might affect any Member of their 
Houſe: And that if ſuch a Precedent was ſet, as that a 
Houſe of Peers for every Offence committed, or ſuppoſed to 
be committed by a Commoner, might ſend down a Bill of 
Pains and Penalties to be paſſed in the Houſe of Commons, 
the Independency of the Commons muſt be utterly broken.” 


Anno 10 Ceo, II. 


5 Oglethorpe, 


Sir John Barnard. Sappoſe the Bill which is ſent down Sir John Barnard. 


had enacted, that among other Pains and Penalties the City 
of Edinburgh ſhould from henceforth ceaſe to be a City or 
Corporation. Could any Gentieman, after the paſſing ſuch 
a Bill, have kept his Seat in this Houſe as Member for that 
City or Corporation ? Sir, he muſt have ceaſed to be a 
Member, as ſoon as the Corporation he repreſented ceaſed to 
be a Corporation : And ſhall we ever receive a Bill from the 
other Houſe for turning one of our own Members out of 
Doors? This Houſe ought to ſhew as much Reſpect for 
their Conſtituents, from waom they derive their Right of 
ſitting here, as they would do to their Repreſentatives them- 
ſelves. It any Preference is due, it is due to that Body from 


whom they derive their Right of fitting in this Place; for 


while they are judging one of their own Members, they are 
judging of their own Privileges ; but while they are judging 
of their Conſtituent's Rights or Properties, they are judging 
of what is not their own, but what they have only in Truſt ; 
and of which they therefore ought to be more tender. 


Duncan Forbes, Eſq; * It would found very ill, that a Duncan Forbes, El; 


Britiſh Houſe of Commons, in which there are but Forty 
five Repreſentatives for Scotland, ſhould receive ſuch a Bill: 


Edinburgh is now a City of Great Britain, nay, the ſecond 


Ciry. And I appeal to the Gentlemen who repreſent the 
Cities and Boroughs of England, to know in what Manner 
they would treat a Bill inflicting ſuch Pains and Penalties u- 
pon any of the Cities which they repreſent. They are in 
Honour obliged to protect the Commons of Scotland as 
much as the Commons of England; becauſe the Scots truſted 
to their Honour, when they united with them upon the 
Terms they did. They are in Prudence obliged to protect 
the Privileges of every Borough of Scotland as much as the 
Privileges of any Borough of England ; becauſe no Incroach- 

811.2 | ment 
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Fir William Yonge. 


Sir Robert Walpole. 
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Ano 31. Geo, H. ment can be made, no Injury done to the one, but what 


may be made a Precedent for doing the ſame to the other: | 
If they allow the other Houſe to incroach upon the Priyi- } 
leges of the Commons of Scotland, it will be a Precedent } 
for their incroaching upon the Commons of England. If 
they accept of this Bill, if they give it a Reading, I ſhall | 
ſoon expect to ſee a Bill brought them from the other Houſe, 


for turning ſome of their Members out of Doors. 
Sir William Yonge. 


they found it neceſſary to go a Step farther, and to puniſh 


as well as enquire, which they could do no otherwiſe than | 
by the Bill now before us. As this is their only Aim, as | 


it is an Aim which cannot but be approved, I hope this 


Houſe will not be too jealous of its Privileges on ſuch an 
Occaſion ; for even tho? it were indiſputable that the other | 


Houſe ought not to be allowed to bring in a Bill for in- 
flicting Pains and Penalties upon any City or Borough of 
Great Britain, yet in a Caſe where no Incroachment 1s 
intended, and which may ſo greatly contribute to the do- 
meſtic Peace and Quiet of the Kingdom, it 1s abſolutely 
neceſſary for both Houſes, not to be over-ſcrupulous in 
Point of Privilege.” 


Sir Robert Walpole. It was very natural for the other 
Houſe to enter upon this Enquiry, becanſe there is ge- 
nerally a Kind of Ceſſation of Buſineſs in that Houle, - 


during the firſt three or four Weeks of the Seſſion, which 
are generally in the Houſe of Commons taken up in ſettling 
the Supplies for the current Services of the Government. 


J am as jealous of the Rights of this Houſe, as any Gentle- 


man here; but I think too ſcrupulous a Jealouſy may at 
this Time be attended with the worſt of Conſequences. As 
to what my Honourable and Learned Friend behind me 
mentioned, about the Tenderneſs we ought to ſhew to the 


Corporations and Boroughs we repreſent, eſpecially thoſe 


of Scotland ; I think, Sir, our going upon this Bill is the 


greateſt Mark of Tenderneſs we can ſhew. It is in order 


to puniſh, in a more examplary Manner, a PraQtice, that 


has been but too much encouraged of late; a Practice, 
that if not ſuppreſſed, muſt deſtroy the Right of all Cor- 


porations, and perhaps aboliſh the Privileges of this Houle, 
and the very Form of our Conſtitution. The other 
Houſe having entered upon this Enquiry, has brought the 


Bill to ſuch a Forwardneſs, that perhaps it may come Time 


enough to prevent the Conſequences before it is too late; 
therefore, I think, we are rather obliged to the Care and 
| Concern 
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Concern they have taken in this Affair, and IJ hope Gentle. Inno 10. Geo- 
men will not oppoſe the Bill, without better Reaſons than II. 1736.7. 
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any that have yet appeared.” 


Sir William Minabam. 1 am very ſorry that what the Sir 7/;/l;nm 
Honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt has ſaid is but too 17:yd4hbom, 


true. The firſt Part of our Seſſion is commonly ſpent in 
granting Money to the Crown; but formerly it was other— 
wiſe; and if this Houſe had taken Example by their An— 
ceſtors, inſtead of voting a Supply the 2d or zd Day of the 
Seſſion, they would have voted an Enquiry into thole Riots 
and Tumults, which of late have been ſo frequent nd fo 
general all over the Kingdom; for the People never grow 
tumultuous without ſome Cauſe, and 'tis very probable the 
late Tumults have proceeded from ſome Abuſes or ſome 
Grievances which they ought to enquire into. The beſt 
Way of judging of Men's Intentions is by their Actions; 


and as the Bill brought from the other Houſe is certainly, 


as we think, an Incroachment upon the Privileges of this 
Houſe, the ſureſt and ſafeſt Way of judging is, to ſuppoſe 
an Incroachment was intended, Incro.chments have always 
been made at the moſt favourab'e Junctures; and if ever 
the other Houle ſhould endeavour to incroach upon this, 
they will always take Occaſion to do it, with reſpect to 
Bills which ſeem abſolutely neceſſary ; ſo that if we made 


the Expediency, or even the Neceſlity of a Bill, a good 


Reaſon for ſubmitting to an Incroachment, we ſhould very 
ſoon have no Privileges left. As this Houſe is the Grand 


Inqueſt of the Nation, it is their proper Buſineſs to enquire | 


into all public Abuſes, eſpecially where any of their own 
Members are concerned; and if the other Houle does upon 
any Occaſion take upon them to enquire into any ſuch pub- 
lic Abuſe, they ought to proceed no further; they might 
then at a Conference communicate to that Houſe the Dit- 
coveries they had made, and leave it to that Houſe to pro- 
ceed by Impeachment, or by a Bill of Pains and Penalties ; 
which the other Houſe might have done in the preſent 
Caſe; and their not having done ſo ſeems to ſhew, they 
had an Intention to take Advantage of that favourable Op- 
portunity for making a little Incroachment upon a Privi- 
lege, which they knew would have otherwite been ſtrenu— 
ouſly conteſted. Whether or no there is a Neceſſity for 
puniſhing the City, or any of the Magiltrates of Edinburgh, 
cannot appear to us now, and therefore cannot be an Ar- 


gument of the leaſt Weight in this Debate; but ſuppoſe. 


= Mr. 


there is ſuch a Neceſſity, there is no Neceflity of the _ 


Seſſion's breaking up at a certain Day. We may go upon 
an Enquiry immediately; the Witneſſes are all in Town; 


theſe 
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theſe Witneſſes may ſoon be examined; and upon that Exa- 
mination, we may order a new Bill to be brought in, if we 


ſaw Caulez and that new Bill may paſs through both 
Houſes long before it will be abſolutely neceſſary to put an 


End to the Seſſion : Therefore, I ſee no Inconvenience that 


Patrick Lind- 
Jay, EH; 


can enſue from not receiving the Bill now brought from 
the other Houſe; and for that Reaſon cannot agree to its 
being read a firſt Time.” | 

The Bill however was read a firſt Time, and upon a 
Motion for reading it a ſecond Time, Patrick Lindſay, Elq; 
Member for Edinburgb, ſpoke as follows, 

Mr. SPEAKER, 

SER, 


© The Concern which I have in this Bill, as it affects the 


Rights, the Privileges, and Franchiſes of the City which 


J have the Honour to repreſent in this Houſe, as well as it 
affects perſonally him who has now the Honour to be the 
Chief Magiſtrate of that City; this Concern, I ſay, Sir, 
will (I hope} plead my Excuſe to this Honourable Houle, 
for preſuming to take upon me, Sir, to ſubmit to your Con- 
fideration, my Senſe of this Bill, and of the Effects of it, 
Mauld it paſs into a Law. Sir, That cruel, barbarous and 


inhuman Murder, that moſt outragious and atrocious Riot, 


which was committed at Edinburgh the 7th of September lail, 
mult affect every Perſon of Humanity with Horror: And 
as it was, Sir, a trampling upon all Civil Governments, 
and a bold and manifett Violation of the Laws, and a direct 
Inſult upon the legal Authority, it cannot fail to raise 
Gentlemen's Indignation, and to rouſe the Reſentment of 
every true Briton to do juſtice to the Public, by purſuing 
any Meaſure that may be moſt likely to puniſh ſo black 
a Crime, a Crime ſo dangerous to civil Society, and to 
bring the execrable and deſperate Authors of it to condign 
Puniſhment... But, Sir, I hope Gentlemen's Zeal for 
Juſtice will not fo far blind their Underſtanding, as to allow 
themſelves to be diverted fron the Purſuit of Juſtice, and 
to be miſled from the right Scent by falling upon the Inno- 
cent, and there to allow the Guilty to eicape and to pals 
unheeded. — By whom, Sir, was this bloody Murder, this 
outrageous Riot committed? By a Mob, Sir; a Mob com- 
poſed, as Mobs commonly are, of the loweſt Claſs of the 
People, by Perſons of diſſolute and bad Lives, and of worſe 
Manners ; Perſons who deſpiſe the Office of Magiſtracy, and 


hate the Perſons of Magiſtrates, becauſe Magiſtrates punift 


and controul their Crimes, and reſtrain them from Acts of 
Violence, and from committing Diſorders; Perſons who are 
prone to do Miſchief, and when they can do it with hopes 


of 


vp but: 00 
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of Impunity, rarely fail to inſult and abuſe the Perſons of 4 10. Ceo. 


Magiſtrates — And who, Sir, are by this Bill to be pu- II. 1 


niſhed for this Riot? "Thoſe who committed the Inſult? 
No, Sir; by this Bill thoſe who were inſulted are to be 
puniſhed. Is the Inſolence of the Multitude to be repreſt 
by this Bill? No, Sir; the Hands of the Civil Magiſtrate 
are to be weakened by this Bill. In a free Country, Sir, 
the Civil Magiſtrate only can ſuppreſs and prevent Riots 


and Diſorders: And how? By puniſhing of Rioters and diſ- 


orderly Perſons. And if the Hands of the Civil Magiſtrate 
are not ſtrengthened, the Office of Magiſtracy muſt become 
uſeleſs. ——dir, I have obſerved, ſince J came laſt to this 
Place, that a veiy odd Notion has prevailed here, and with 
great Grief and Concern, Sir, I find this Nction to be ge- 
neral, that Perſons of all Ranks, (in that Country where 
that abominable Crime was committed) favour this foul, this 
black, this moſt deteſtable Crime; than which, Sir, nothin 

is more unjuſt, nothing more falſe and untrue, I therefore 
beg Leave to explain this a little.-The Mobs in that part 
of the Kingdom, Sir, reſemble very much the Mobs here ; 
they are compoled here as well as there (and I believe 
every Where) of ſuch Perſons as I have juit now deſcribed 
to you ; but there is one Difference betwixt the Mobs in 
that Country and your Mobs here, and that is, however 
wicked the Mobs in that Country may be, yet they are not 
ſo abandoned as to do Miſchief with their Eyes open. But, 
Sir, the loweſt Claſs of People in that Country have ge- 
nerally ſpeaking a Turn to Enthuſiaſm, and fo itrong i> the 
Influence, ſuch is the Force of Deluſion, that they can 
work themſelves up to a firm Perſuaſion and thorough Be- 


lief that any Miſchief they are to do is not only lawful but 
laudable; that it is their Duty to do it, and from a reli- 


gious Principle, to do it at any riſque, even at the riſque of 
their Lives. | | | 
Hence it is, Sir, that Riots and Diſorders are leſs fre- 
quent in that Country than here, and when Mobs do riſe 
there, they are more determined, and conſequently more 
dangerous. 
The unthinking Multitude, Sir, are but too much en- 
couraged in this by the Clergy ; for, Sir, when the Clergy 
are like to be defeated or diſappointed in any particular 
View of diſpoſing of any Eccleſiaſtical Benefice and Prefer. 
ment as they have a Mind, becauſe the Law ſtands 1n their 
way, they abule the unwary People, Sir, and ſpirit them up 


to deſpiſe and diſobey the Law, by this dangerous Doctrine, 


too often inculcated upon ſuch Occalions, that ſuch a Law 
# Iniquity—eftablifhed by Laxv, 
| This 
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This dangerous Doctrine, this ſeditious Practice, in open- 
ly and publicly maintaining it, cannot be charged, Sir, 
upon the Church of Scotland. or upon the Clergy of that 
Country in general. They, Sir, by much the major Part of 
them, are good Men as well as good Chriſtians, Men 


of ſound Principles in their Lives, and in their Practice, 


blameleſs; Men who think, as every Gentleman of this 
Houte does, Sir, that the Laws of every Country ought to 
be obey'd, as the ſole and only Rule of Government in 
every Country; but this ſeditious Doctrine is preached up 
by tho.e wild, hot headed, violent High Church Clergy, 
who are not to be ſatisfied with any Power, unleſs they 
poſſeis al! Power; and by them only. Yes, Sir, I am ſor- 
Ty to ſay it, we have High-church Preſbyterians, who have 


higher Notions of Clerical Power, than any Proteſtant 


Clergy whatever; ſome there are, Sir, who aſſert and 
maintain an abſolute Independency on the Civil Power.— 
Sir, the dangerous Effect of Doctrines of this Kind is, that 
when Men are taught and brought to believe, that any Law 
whatever in Iniquity eſtabliſhed by Law, and while it re- 
mains in Force under the Sanction of the Legiſlature it may 
nevertheleſs be diſobey'd, and the Civil Magiſtrate reſiſted 
in the Execution of it, Men of weak Underſtanding and 


ſtrong Paſſions will eaſily deceive themſelves, and look 


upon every Law that interferes with their Paſſions to be 
Inzquity ; eſpecially, Sir, if they have, as all weak People 
commonly have, a good Opinion of themſelves and of 
their own ſuperior Sanity and Holineſs, | 

Now, Sir, I muſt beg Leave to explain the Source of 
theſe late Diforders, that have given ſo much Trouble to 
the Legiſlature. | 

The pernicious Practice of Smuggling prejudicial to 


the fair Trader, and ſo hurtful to the common and general 
Good of the Nation, has prevailed but too much in that 


Country, Sir, as well as in this. Whoever, Sir, may be 


the Importers and Proprietors of Run Goods, it is molt 


certain, that the loweſt Claſs of Men, the Dregs of the 


People, thoſe Perſons who compoſe Mobs, are the Perſons 
employ'd in the running of theſe Goods, and they get ſo 


much more, Sir, by this illicit Trade, than they can by 


honeſt Labour, that they negle& their Labour for the 
Sake of chis vile and deſtructive Trade. 
As this loweſt Herd of Mankind, Sir, have been taught 


that one Law is Iniquity, they have taught themſelves that 


ſome other Laws are ſo too; if one may judge of their 
Principles by their Practice, all your Revenue Laws ſtand 
in an unfavourable Light with them, Sir.“ 


Every 


( 513 ) 


© Every Gentleman, Sir, has heard of the Execution of 4» 10. Geo, 
that noted Smuggler Andrew Wiljon, whence all this Mis- II. 1736 7. 


A 


chief has flowed. That deluded Man, Sir, maintained to 
the Hour of his Death, that he was moſt unjuſtly condem- 
ned, and died with great Tranquillity ; ſo firm, ſo fixed 
was he in the Belief of his own Innocence ; he maintained 


this, Sir, in a Debate with one of the Rev. Miniſters of 


Edinburgh, and a very able Clergyman he is. When this 
Miniſter, Sir, was endeavouring to underceive him, and bring 
him to a Senſe of his Guilt of the Crime for which he was 
condemned, he admitted that he had taken Money from 
aColleQor of the Revenue by Violence ; that he did it becauſe 
he knew no other way of coming at it; that the Officers 
of the Revenue nad by their Practice taught him this was 
lawful, for they had often ſeized and carryed off his Goods 
by Violence, and ſo long as they had Goods of his of 
greater Value in their Hands than all the Money he took 


from them, they were ſtill in his Debt, and he had done no 


Wrong. 

I am afraid, Sir, this Martyr to this new heretical Sect 
of Smuggling was too much favoured by the miſled and 
unwary Multitude; too many of them thought, as he him- 
ſelf did, Sir, that he was unjuſtly condemned, and every one 
who firmly believed this would, no doubt, think it his Duty 
to ſave and to reſcue this innocent Perſon (as they thought 
him) from the Rigour of Law; and, Sir, if the Magiſtrates 
of Edinburgh had not taken extraordinary Precautions to 
put this Sentence in Execution, he, this Wilſon, Sir, would 
very probably have been reſcued by the Multitude.—But, 
Sir, when they ſaw themſelves diſappointed, no ſooner was 
this Execution over, than they began to wreck their Malice 
upon that Guard which had, upon many other Occaſions 
as well as that, ſuppreſt their Diſorders, and reſtrained their 
guilty Hands from doing of Miſchief, and committing of 
real not imaginary Iniquity; upon that Guard, Sir, which 
1s to be aboliſhed by this Bull. — Upon this Occaſion, 
Sir, the unhappy Perſon who then commanded the Guard, 
did, from an Apprehenſion I ſuppole that he might be over- 
powered by the great Crowds of People then aſſembled, de- 
fend himſelf and his Men by their Fire Arms, whereby ſe- 
veral of the Multitude were killed and wounded: And 
What were the Effects of this, Sir? — The Perſons who 
were then killed and wounded were of that Claſs of People 


who commonly attend ſuch melancholy Spectacles, vir, 


that is, of the lowett Claſs. The Mob, Sir, from that 
Moment began to murmur, from an Apprehenſion, that be- 
cauſe no Perſon of Rank and Condition had been killed, 
Vol. IV. | 21 there- 
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Anno 10. Geo, therefore would this barbarous Murderer (as they called 


TI. 1736-7 


him) eſcape from Juſtice by the Favour of Perſons of Con- 


dition. And in this, Sir, they were not miſtaken, for — 


No ſooner was this unhappy Perſon condemned by Law, 
Sir, than Numbers of Perſons of Condition ſet a Petition on 
foot to intercede with her Majeſty (then Guardian of the 
Realm) for Mercy ; they did this, Sir, not ſo much out of 
Tenderneſs to this Man, that they thought his Caſe hard, 
as from another Motive, a Motive of a public Nature; 
and that was, Sir, ſhould this Sentence have taken Effect, 


the Mob would become more inſolent, when they found 


that the Civil Magiſtrate, or other Perſons acting under 
his Authority, were in no better Caſe than they who re- 


ſiſted the Civil Magiſtrate in the Execution of the Law; but 
if by this Man's Pardon, if by the Interpoſition of Mercy *' 


from the Crown, they were convinced, that every Perſon 


who acted by Law, to put the Laws in Execution, aQted 


ſafely, and that every Perſon that aQed otherwiſe did it 
with a Rope about his Neck, that would effectually ſup- 
preſs the Inſolence of the Multitude, and force Obedience 
to the Law, even from thoſe baſe Minds who by Force alone 
are to be driven into a Senſe of their Duty. Who 


then, Sir, of that Country approves of that wicked Mur- 


der and Riot? The Mob only, Sir, by whom it was com- 
mitted ; Perſons who have no Property, and therefore are 
fond of Diſorders, becauſe they can loſe nothing by Diſ- 
orders, and if they can eſcape Corporal Puniſhment, are of- 
ten Gamers by public Calamity and Diſorder. 

This then, Sir, appears plainly to be a Diſpute betwixt 
the People of Scotland, (by whom, Sir, I mean every Man 
of Property, every Freeman, every Man who may ſuffer 
by the Subverſion of the Laws, and by the Loſs of Liberty) 
and whom, Sir? The Caralzie, the Dregs of the People of 


Scotland, that Claſs who are anciently call'd by your Law, 


Villains; that ignorant Herd of Bigots, who are always 
miſled by crafty and 1ll-deſigning Clergymen; for Men of 
Senſe and Knowledge, Sir, have a much ſurer and a better 
2 that is, right Reaſon, that eternal and unerring 

ule. | = 

« Sir, It is a great Misfortune to that Country where this 
bloody Tragedy was ated, that many Gentlemen who hear 
me are ſo much Strangers to it, Strangers to its Laws and 
Cuſtoms, Strangers to the Manners and Tempers of the 
People, Strangers to theſe different Ways of thinking of the 
People of Knowledge and Condition, from the Principles of 
the inferior Moltitude, which I have now, Sir, been endea- 


vouring to explain to you, ſo far as they relate to the pre- 
ſent Cale, Das « There- 
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Therefore, Sir, if it is the Senſe of the Houſe to pro- Juno 10. Geo. 
ceed upon this Bill, the Conſideration of it requires the II. 1736 7. 
greater Attention, the Intereſt of England makes it neceſ- A 
ſary; 'tis an Affair of the utmoſt Conſequence to the Liberty 
of the Subject, and as it ought, it will no doubt be treated 
as ſuch, for the United Kingdom is greatly intereſted in the 
258 of determining of this Bill, as well as in the Fate 
of it. | 
Sir, While the two Nations remained in a State of In- 
dependency, thoſe frequent Wars, which are but too com- 


mon betwixt neighbouring Nations, begot mutual Fears, 


mutual Jealoufies and Dittruſts, national Hatred, and na- 
tional Averſions : But as the Cauſe of theſe national Feuds 
and Enmities moſt happily ceaſed by the Union of the 
Crowns, I hope, Sir, the Effect alſo ceaſed with the Cauſe. 
From that happy Period, Sir, both Nations were 


_ embark'd upon the ſame Bottom; the Honour and Intereſt 
of both became the common and inſeperable Cauſe of both; 


the Honour and Intereſt of one could not be hurt without 
affecting the other; and I think, Sir, the Subjects of both 


Nations became very ſoon ſenſible of this, that by that 


happy Accident they were reduced from a State of Enmity 
to a State of perpetual Friendſhip : and I think we may 
obſerve from Experience, that thoſe national Prejudices 
and Diſtruſts began very ſoon to abate: Even ſo early, Sir, 
as the unhappy Civil War in the Reign of King Charles I. 
which broke out within leſs than 40 Years after the Union 
of the Crowns, May we not obſerve, Sir, the Subjects of 
both Nations, who were of the ſame Sentiments and Opi- 
nions with regard to the Cauſes of that unhappy War, 
making and entering into Alliances and Confederacies with 


one another againſt the Subjects of both Nations who were 


of contrary Sentiments? Was not that War carried on by 
Scot/men and Engliſhmen againſt Engliſhmen and Scotſimen 
without the leaſt national Diſtinction, or national Diſtruſt? 
They were even at that time, Sir, perfectly ſenſible, that 
the Liberties of any one of the Nations could not be ſubyer- 
ted without deſtroying the Liberties of the whole, and that 
the whole could not be preſerved unleſs the Liberty of every 
Part of the whole was preſerved and ſecured upon the ſame 
Footing. | 255 

The ſame Thing appeared, Sir, at the late happy Re- 
volution : Were not the Subjects of both Nations equally 
forward, equally zealous in the Cauſe of Liberty, a Cauſe 
inſeparably common to both? And did not a few of both 
Nations, without Diſtinction, adhere to what they called 


the Prerogative of the Crown, and the indefeaſible Right 
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Anno 10. Geo, of the unhappy and unfortunate Prince then upon the 


Throne? But now, Sir, we are ina Situation very different 
from that ; we are now, Sir, by an incorporating Union 
become one and the ſame People, bound and cemented 
together by all the Ties that bind Individuals in civil 
Society. | 

The repreſentative Body of the People of Scotland did, 


upon that Occaſion, Sir, expreſs an abſolute Truſt and Con- 
fidence in this Nation of Erg/and; no Security, no Guaran- 


tee Whatever, was on their Part required for the Performance 
of the ſeveral Articles and Conditions ſtipulated by that 
Treaty in our Favour, other than the Faith of a Britiſb Par- 
liament. In this, Sir, they acted molt wiſely; for what 
Security, what Force, what Power, what Conſtitution could 
have been contriv'd, that could have proved ſo abſolute, 


ſo real, and ſo effectual a Security, as the Faith, the Juſtice, 


the Honour, the Candour of an Engliſh Parliament; I ſay 
an Engliſh Parliament, Sir; for in a Parliament of Great- 
Britain, the Repreſentatives of that Part of the United 
Kingdoms do not make up the tenth Part of either 
Houſe. 

WMe had, Sir, the Experience of Ages to induce us to 
follow ſo wiſe a Courſe; the Legiſlature of England had 
always acted wiſely, never like arbitrary Governments from 
Caprice or Humour, but had always ſteadily purſued the 
real Intereſts of the Nation of England with great Judgment, 
great Sagacity and Forecaſt; and we, Sir, were ſenſible that 
our Intereits were the ſame with yours, that ſo long as you 


minded your own Intereſts, ours muſt be ſa fe in your Hands. 


Then, Sir, however weak and ignorant People may think 


or act, People who are weak enough to be miſled by national 


Prejudices, yet the Wiſdom of the Nation will always act 
uniformly, always act wiſely.” 


_ © I know, Sir, 'tis the Way of ſpeaking without Doors 


among ſuch weak and fooliſh People, that the Legiſlature 


may be unconeerned and indifferent as to any public Meaſure 
as to Scotland; that 'tis a Matter of no Moment how, or in 
what Manner any public Law affects that Country; whether 
theſe People are diſſatisſied or not, ſhould they be ever ſo 
much diſpleaſed, ever ſo much angry, it is of no Conſe- 
quence ; ſhould they even take it into their Heads to mutiny 
and to riſe in Rebellion, it ſignifies nothing, for we have 
always as many Troops quartered amongit them as are 
ſufficient to coriquer them. PE ES 
This is eafily ſaid, Sir, and I admit it might be as 
eaſily done too; but becauſe ſuch a Thing might be done, 
would ſuch a Meaſure be juſt, would jt be a wiſe Meaſure ? 
Sir, 
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Sir, ſo fooliſh and ſo foul a Deed as this would be falſely Anno 10 Ou 
called Conqueſt; it would be an Act of Treachery, it II. 


would be Treaſon, Sir, Treaſon of the blackeſt Kind! 
Treaſon againſt the People! If any Perſon of Condition 


was to talk thus, ſhould the greateſt Perſon of the Nation 


inſinuate ſuch a Thing by way of Advice, this Houſe would 
take Notice of it, Sir; this Houſe would impeach ſuch a 
Perſon as an Enemy to the Public, as a moſt dangerous 
public Enemy ; and give me Leave to ſay, Sir, that if ever 
the Legiſlature ſhould be ſo blind to its own Intereſt, ſo 
falſe to the Truſt repoſed in them by the People, as to al- 
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LOW NI 


low ſuch a Uſe to made as this of thoſe Forces, which 


are maintained by the People, for the Preſervation of their 
Liberty, the ſame Number that could conquer Scotland, 
could with much greater Facility conquer Exgland. 

Such Conqueſts as theſe, Sir, are eaſily made; very little 
Skill would be required in the General that would make 
ſo glorious a Conqueſt ; Treachery, Treachery alone is 
the only Qualification neceſſary for the Executioner of 
ſuch a Project: But would the Conqueſt be as eaſily main- 
tained as made ? No, Sir, 


It is a common Saying, Sir, That Oppreſlion ak | 


all Men of one Mind. 
the Number of Forces that made this Conqueſt, and per- 
haps made it with Eaſe too, would prove too few to main- 
tain it, 

« Every Gentleman, who is the leaſt acquainted with 
Hiſtory, knows what Miracles Oppreſſion hath work'd 


upon the Oppreſſed. Do not the States of Holland owe 


their Being to Oppreſſion? Do not the Si Cantons owe 
their Freedom and Independency to Oppreſſion? Does not 
Portugal owe its Independency to the indiſcreet and op- 
preflive Meaſures of the Court of Spain? But I beg Leave, 
Sir, to bring one Inſtance nearer home. 

© The Cambrian Gauls were reduced by force of Arms. 
As the Conqueſt of this powerful Country was once de- 
termined by the Fate of one Battle at Haſtings, fo they, Sir, 
after the Loſs of a Battle, were obliged (as you did) to ſub- 
mit to Neceſſity. This Conqueſt was eaſily made; but was 
it as eaſily maintained? No, Sir; every one knows what 
Blood and Treaſure it coſt you to keep this Province in 
Subjection; and ſo ſenſible were your Anceſtors of this, 
that after the Experience of near three Centuries, Sir, ſuch 
was their Wiſdom, that they of their own accord, and a 
wiſe Meaſure it was, Sir! I ſay, of their own JT 


made that brave and invincible People a free People ; and 


how, Sir? By admitting them to ſhare as the Legiſlature 
in 


In that Event, Sir, ten Times 
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Anno 10. Geo. in this Houſe, by making them one and the fame People 
II. 1736-7. nationally with yourſelves, and removing, as far in you 
YN lay, all National Diſtinctions, that there ſhould be no more 


Difference betwixt an Exgliſb and a Welßb Man than there 


now is betwixt an antient Brito, a Roman, a Saxon, an 


Angle, a Fute, a Dane, or a Norman. 


Is it then to be imagined, Sir, that the Legiſlature of | 


Great Britain could be capable of ſuch Indiſcretion, as to 
deſtroy, or in the leaſt to impair and abate, that Harmony 


between the two United Nations, upon which the Happi- 
neſs of both ſo much depends? That you, Sir, could by + 
any unequal Dealing, or partial Procedure, force that an- 
tient and invincible Nation, that free and independent 
Nation, who, of their own accord, freely, without the leaſt 


Reſtraint or Neceſſity, truſted themſelves abſolutely to your 


Faith, after both Nations had from an Experience of F 


100 Years, from a juſt Senſe of their true and real In- 


tereſts, come to an abſolute and determined Reſolution to 
become abſolutely and entirely one and the ſame People! 
That you, Sir, who are the ſole and only Guarantees of 
this Treaty, ſhould force this Nation from this State of 
_ Friendſhip, a Friendſhip ſecured by every Tye that can 


bind Friends! That you, I fay, Sir, ſhould force them back 


again into a State of Enmity ! That you ſhould, contrary | 


to all common Senſe and common Honeſty, betray this 


great Truſt, and by Acts of Severity and Oppreſſion, drive 


this Nation into a State of Slavery ! This, Sir, is abſolutely 
im poſſible ſo long as Mankind are poſſeſt of Common Senſe 


in the ſmalleſt Degree; for no Argument is neceſſary, Sir, 


to convince you, that if ever any Part, eſpecially ſo great 
and conſiderable a Part of this United Kingdom, is reduced 


to a State of Slavery, the whole muſt ſoon undergo the 
ſame Fate. We are now too cloſely united, not only | 


bound but cemented together, by too many and too ſtrong 
I'yer to be ever ſeparated, without tearing out the Vitals 
of the United Kingdom, and rending it into Pieces. In all 
Events, both muſt ſhare the ſame Fate, both muſt be free, 
or both muſt be Slaves. A free State, Sir, knows no 
Maſter but the Law; Freemen are governed by Law, and 


by Law only; Slaves are governed not by Law but by 


Arbitrary Rule, by Acts of Violence, and by Military 
Force; and whoever is Maſter of that Force, muſt be 
Maſter of all. If any part of the United Kingdom muſt 
ſubmit to Slavery, all and every part muſt ſubmit to 
Slavery, for no Propoſition is more obvious and ſelf-evident 
than this, that in a National Senſe, Scotland is.as much a 


Part of Emneland as the Counties of Kent or Carnaval!“ 
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are; and this County of Middleſex, and every Part of Eng- Anno 10. Geo. 
land is as much a Part of Scotland as 8 County of Edin. II. 1736-7. 
burgh is: That the Intereſts of all and of every Part of 
Great Britain are ſo abſolutely and ſo entirely the ſame, . 
that no one Part can be hurt without affecting the whole, 
no more than the natural Body can be hurt or maim'd in 
any of its Members without feeling Pain; and therefore, 

Sir, every Part of the Whole muſt be equally the Care of 
the Legiſlature : And if this be ſo — then, Sir, this Bill 
mult ſtand or fall by its own Merits. It will be try'd by this 
Houſe, Sir, with the utmoſt Impartiality, and with the 
ſtricteſt Regard to Juſtice. —It will be conſidered by this 
Houſe, Sir, as if this unhappy Diforder had been com- 
mitted in the City of London, in York, Briſtol, or any other 
Corporation in England; and I ſubmit it to Gentlemen's 


| _ Conſideration, how they, eſpecially they who repreſent 


Cities and Burghs, how they, I ſay, like Bills of this kind. 
— Becauſe a Diſorder and a Crime has been committed, 
and becauſe the Criminals have eſcaped and fled from 
Juſtice, therefore the Magiſtrates of that City or Burgh 
are to be puniſhed by Bill, and the Corporation itſelf ſuffer 
in its Rights and Franchiſes, and be deprived of its Privi- 
leges. I have already hinted at the firſt Attempt that was 
made upon the Liberties of this Iſland : Gentlemen will ob- 
ſerve where that firſt Attempt was made, and where it 
pointed, and they may thank their Anceſtors of that Ge- 
neration, who had Sagacity and Forecaſt enough to foreſee 
where it muſt end, and foreſaw it before it was too late. 
Principiis obfla is a good Maxim. — I am not Lawyer 
enough, Sir, to form any Opinion of Bills of this Nature, 
but one part of the Procedure in another Place, in order to 
found this Bill, appears to me to be ſomewhat dangerous to 
the Privileges of the Commons of Great Britain; and that 
is, Sir, — the Magiſtrates of Edinburgh are ordered to at- 
tend at the Bar of another Houſe on a certain Day, they 
appear, but we are not told whether they are ordered to 
attend as Evidences to give Information, or as Perſons ac- 
cuſed of any thing. No, Sir; they are directly put upon 
Oath, and ſeverally examined, direct Queſtions put, and 
direct and categorical Anſwers inſiſted upon, under no leſs 
Penalty than Contempt. They are not told, Sir, your 
Anſwer to this or to that Queſtion may affect yourſelf 
penally, and therefore you are at Freedom to anſwer it or 
not; and nevertheleſs, Sir, upon thoſe Anſwers is the Bill 
founded. —T fay, Sir, I ſhall not pretend to form any Opi— 
nion of Bills of this kind. In my preſent way of think- 
Ing, Sir, every State mult have a Power to {ave itſelf, Doe | 
ng 
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Anno 10. Geo, the whole Legiſlature may uſe any Method whatever to ſave 


the Public; but I have always underſtood that Proceedings 
by Bills, ſuch as this, were always conſider'd as Remedies in 
Caſes of extreme Neceſſity, and in ſuch only. Therefore 
the firſt Queſtion before you, Sir, is, Whether this be a 
Caſe of that kind. — I am ſenſible, Sir, I cannot now enter 
upon the Merits of this Bill, but I hope it will not be 
improper, if I explain to the Houſe, Sir, the Occahon of 
this Bill.— The Report, Sir, that the Mob would make 
an Attempt to commit this Crime was pretty univerſal, 
and that this Attempt was to be made upon the Day ap- 
pointed for this unhappy Man's Execution, unleſs he was 
executed at the uſual Hour according to his Sentence, 
Agreeable to this Intelligence the Magiſtrates of Edinburgh 
uſed Precautions, and proper Precautions they were, Sir, 
to prevent this Miſchief ; but the Mob, Sir, they were like- 
wiſe ſenſible that their wicked Purpoſe might reach the 
Ears of the Magiſtrates, and if it did, Sir, were lke- 
wiſe ſenſible, from fatal and dear-bought Experience, that 
the Magiſtrates of Edinburgh had always, and upon all for- 
mer Occaſions, by the means of this City Guard, Sir, 
ſuppreſt Mobs and Tumults, and puniſhed the Authors and 
Ringleaders of them with great Severity. By all that can 
be learned, Sir, (and great Pains have been taken to 
make Diſcovery) I ſay, Sir, it appears by the Dil- 
coveries that have been made, that the Mob deſpaired ' 
of Succeſs, and therefore, Sir, a Number of the moſt de. 

termined entered into a Conſpiracy, and bound themſelves 
by a ſolemn Oath to execute any Purpoſe that ſhould be 
agreed on by the Majority, and to loſe their Lives rathe: 
than to diſcover this Secret, or to diſcover one another; 
and if Gentlemen knew how ſtrong and ſacred a Tye an 
Oath is with theſe People, they would not be ſurprized 
that this Secret was ſo well kept.—There is no direct 
Proof of this, Sir, but the Preſumption from ſeveral Cir- 
cumſtances is very ſtrong, and the Event makes it highly 
probable. For this Attempt to ſurprize and diſarm the 
City Guard, upon which the Succeſs of their whole Scheme 
depended, was executed in a Moment, upon a Signal, and 
ata Time, when no Magiſtrate or Citizen of EHinburgl 
had the leaſt Suſpicion of it, nor indeed any other Perſon, - 
unleſs thoſe who were in the Plot: This, Sir, plainly ap- 
pears to have been the Caſe; and if it is ſo, where is the 
Guiit of the Magiſtrates or Citizens of Edinburgh 2 — All 
the World heard, Sir, of Miſchiefs that were threatened 
by the Mob here, when the Gin-Act was to take place, and 
agreeable to theſe Reports, Precautions were taken to pre- 
| 5 | | vent 
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vent theſe Riots and Diſorders that were threatened; but Aune 10 Ceo; 
when, Sir? upon Michaelmas Eve only, and not before. II. 1736-7. 
Now, Sir, ſuppoſe a Number of this Mob had ergaged (Ay 


themſelves in a Plot, and kept their Secret, and had the 
Night before theſe Precautions were taken committed any 
outrageous and criminal Act of Violence, and had under 
the Favour of the Night and otzer Diſguiſes of Apparel all 
of them made their Eſcape, would it have been thought 
neceſſary to have brought in a Bill to puniſh the Ma- 
giſtrates and the Cities of London and Weſtminſter ? Sir, I 
think this is preciſely the Cale, and I therefore ſubmit it 
to the Houſe, Sir, if there is the leaſt Foundation for this 
Bill ? Should this Bill, Sir, paſs into a Law, the Office of 
Civil Magiſtracy would become ſo dangerous that no wiſe 
Man, no prudent Man, would ever accept of it; and it 
the Magiſtrates of this City have been, at this Period, un- 
able to ſuppreſs a Tumult, when they had Power to ſupport 
their Authority, how can they preſerve he Peace of this 


Populous City, when that Power is taken from them ?— 


This City Guard, Sir, is a Watch, a Watch by Day as 
well as by Night; it is a Creature of the Civi! Magiſtrate, 
under his Direction only; it is ſubject to no Mutiny Act, 
but governed by the ſame Law, that other Subjects are, 
and if it ſhould be aboliſhed, what would be the Confe- 
quence ? If this Bill ſhould paſs into a Law, this ancient 
City, this Metropolis of one of the United Kingdoms, mult 
either be reduced to a State of Anarchy and Confuſion, to 


be governed by the licentious and unruly Multitude, or, 


which is worſe, Sir, it muſt ſubmit to a Military Govern- 
ment, and ſo by a Side- Wind, and without any Deſign, you 
ſhall in conſequence of this Bill introduce a Practice that 
muſt very ſoon put an End to all Liberty. — For, Sir, when 


you cannot execute the Law, nor preſerve the Peace with- 


out Military Force, when thoſe who have the Direction of 
that Force ſhall become ſenſible that they, and they alone, 
can execute your Laws, they will ſoon become the Makers 
as well as the Executioners of your Laws, as once hap- 
pened to this Nation already, — when your cwn Army 
under ghat crafty Traitor Cromwe/l uſurped the whole 
Power of the Legiſlature, and of the Civil Magistrate. 
Fer theſe Reaſons, Sir, I hope you will preceed no further 
upon this Bill.” | 

Theſe and the foregoing Reaſons had ſuch Weight with 
the Houſe, that tho' the Bill was ordered a ſecond Reading, 


the Houſe agreed upon a Motion made by Sir Joh Bar- Sir Fohn 


nard. 


Vol. IV. Uunu' That 


— — — 
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That the Lords be deſired, that the Grounds upon which 
the ſaid Bill proceeded in their Houſe may be commu- 
nicated to the Houſe of Commons at a Conference.” 

May 18. The Lords at a Conference delivered to the 
Managers for the Houſe of Commons, an Authentic 


Extract of the Proceedings in the Trial of Captain John 


Portecus, Wherein was contained the Verdict againſt the ſaid 
Captain Porteous, the Sentence of the Lords of the Juſticiary 
of Scotland againit him, and the Reprieve of the {aid Cap- 
tain Por,cous granted by her Majeſty as Guardian of the 
Realm. As alſo . 

A Letter from Alexander Wilſon, Provoſt of Edinburgb, 
to Major General Meyle, dated Edinburgh, April 13, 1736. 
Which Authentic Extract and Letter were brought up to 
the Table, and the Report being read, it was ordered, 


That Mr. Attorney General, and Mr. Sollici tor General, 


take Care that the Evidence for the ingroſſed Bill from the 


Lords (entitled as before mentioned) be ready to be pro- 


duced to the Houſe upon that Day Sevennight; and like 
wie, that Mr. Attorney General appoint Counſel learned in 
the Law, to produce and manage the Evidence at the Bar 
of the Houſe upon that Day Sevennight, to make good 
the Allegation of the ſaid Bill; and that the ſollowing 
Perſons attend the Houſe en that DaySevennight, viz. 
(a) Major General Meyle. (B) Colonel Duroure. (c) Ma- 
jor Poole; Captain Bendjſh ; Lieutenant Afton. (p) Major 
Roberton. (E) Fohn Din, (F) Mr. John Bailey, (o) Mr. 
Alexander Niſbet. (H) Mr. Robert Stewart. (1) Mr. George 
Irvine ; Mr. Thomas Young. (x) Mr. Rederie Brown, (I) 
Mr. Chriſtopher Chiffolm, 

On Friday the 20th, was preſented to the Houſe, and 
read a Petition of Alexander Wilſon, Eſq; Lord Provoſt of 
the City of Edinburgh, averring his intire Innocence of 
the ſeveral Matters alledged againſt him in the Preamble 


of a Bill, then depending in that Houſe, (entitled, as before 
mentioned) and therefore praying that he might be heard 


by his Counſel againſt the ſaid Bill, at the ſecond Reading 


thereof, which was accordingly ordered. And on the Tue/day 


& fol- 


6 — 


— — om. 


— 


(a) Colonel of the Regiment then lying in the Cannon-gate. 
(B) Lieutenant Colonel of Ditto. (c) Officers of Ditto. (p) 
Fort Major of the Caſtle of Edinburgh. (=) Town Clerk. 
(F) 4 Merchant, ſince an Officer in the Army. (o) A Surgeon 
in Edinburgh. (u) 4 Shoe-maker there. (1) Magiſtrates 
there. (x) Turnkey of the Priſon, (L) A Surgeon, 
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following, was preſented to the Houſe, and read, A Petition 4ym 10 Geo, 
_ of the Magiſtrates and Town Council of the City of Edin- II. 1736.7. 


burgh, in the Name of themſelves, and Community of the 
lame, ſetting forth That the Petitioners apprehended, that 
if the Bill then depending in that Houſe (entitled, as before 
mentioned) ſhould paſs into a Law, it would greatly affect, 
and tend to deſtroy, the Rights, Franchiſes, Privileges, 
and Liberties of the ſaid City of Edinburgh; and therefore 
pray ing that the Premiſes might be taken into Conſi- 


deration, and that the Petitioners might be heard by their 


Counſel againſt ſuch Parts of the ſaid Bill, as affected the ſaid 
City. Which was accordingly ordered. And then Captain 
Lind and Mr. James Allen were ordered to attend that 


Houſe next Morning, when upon reading the Order of the 


Day, for that Bill's being read a ſecond Time, it was propoſed 
to put off the ſecond Reading of it for a Month. But a 
Motion being made for reading it a ſecond Time on that 
Day Se'nnight, after ſome Debate the Queſtion was put 
upon the Motion for reading it a ſecond Time on that 
Day Se'nnight, which upon a Diviſion was carried in the 
Affirmative by 140 to 99; after which the ſeveral Perſons 
who were ordered to attend on that Day, were ordered 
to attend on that Day Se'nnight. : 
Accordingly, on Wedneſday, Fune 1, the Order of the 
Day being read, the Counſel for and againſt the Bill were 
called in, and the Bill being read a ſecond Time, the 
Hearing of Counſel, and Examination of Witneſſes began, 
and was continued all that Day, all Thur/day, Friday, Mon- 
day, Tueſday and Wedneſday. following. And, 
Mr. Lind, Captain of the City Guard, the Night of the 
Riot, declared, That on Friday before he waited on the 


Provoſt, and finding him in Company with Mr. Lind/ay, 


Member for the City, and ſeveral other Magiſtrates, he 


called him aſide, and acquainted him with the Report; 
who deſired the ſaid Captain Lind, to repeat the fame 


Things before the Company, which he did, and they were 
all of Opinion there was no Foundation for the Report ; 
however, defired him to enquire into.the Grounds of it: 
That he (Captain Lind) was out of Town till the Monday 
Evening, and after he came to Town heard the Report 


again; and repaired to Mutirhead's Coffee-Houſe, to talk 
with the Provoſt, and {ending his Name in, had for Anſwer, 


That the Proveſt was buſy, but that he would be in the Council 


Chamber about four & Clock ; when he accordingly went to 


receive his Orders for next Day, but had none for pre- 

venting the Riot.” 
One Din, and one Baily, were the only Witneſſes wha 
Uuu 2 declared 
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10. Geo declared © that they had heard ſuch a Report, and that they 
II. 1736-7. believed it long before the Riot.“ 


IX 


Bal ey being examined about a Converſation he had with 
Di: on the Monday, declared that Din ſpoke to him 
of it as a fooliſh Story, and ſaid that he himſelf did not 
believe it.“ 


Sir James Campbell, Mr. Hamilton, and Mr. Lindſay, 


Members of the Houle, declared, That the preſent Ma- 
giſtracy could not enter upon their Offices till he (Din) 
was removed, on account of the Infamy of his Character.“ 

The Evidence againſt the Bill endeavoured to prove, 


That altho' the Report went of ſuch a Deſign for ſome f 


Time before, yet there was nobody believed it: That the 


Day given out was Wedneſday, the Day on which Porteous 


was to have been executed: That the Lord Provoſt had 


thereupon determined, in Council, that the whole three 
Companies of the Town Guard ſhould mount upon that 


Day, and that both he and the other Magiſtrate, with the 


Members of che Town Council, ſhould be ready to attend 
with the Badges of their reſpective Offices in quelling the 
Mob, ſhould any happen.” a 

It was on the other Side proved © that there was no Order 
given for that Purpoſe to the Captain of the Guard upon 
the Tueſday; neither was there any Ammunition diſtributed, 
which Precautions had been uſed at the Time of Milſon's 


Execution; and that it appeared there was not a Flaſk of 


Powder, nor a Pound of Shot amongſt all the Town Guard. 
To this it was anſwered, that if the Provoſt had made any 


ſuch Preparations before the Riot, it would have been the 
readieſt Way to have created one; that if the Guard 
wanted Ammunition, it was their Captain's Fault, becauſe 
he always, when his Men wanted Ammuuition, got an Or- 
der from the Treaſurer, empowering the Store-keeper to 


deliver out what was neceſſary for that Purpoſe.” Young, the 
Treaſurer's, and Hiſlop, the Store keeper's Evidence con- 
firmed this. | 5 
It was then objected to the Provoſt, That there were two 
Ways, by which Porteous might have been ſecured from 
the Mob. The firſt was, to have ſent him to the Caſtle. 
The other, that he might have been ſent to the Cannon- 
gate Tolbooth. In Aniwer to this it was ſaid, that the 


Sentence pronounced on Porteous by the Lords Juſtuciary 


run. That he ſhould be ſent back to the Tolbcoth 
of Edinburgh, there to remain till the Execution of the 
Sentence*'; and that it was not in the Provoſt's Power to 


have ſent him to the Caſtle, there being no Inſtance of ſuch 


2 
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a Power's having been exerted ſince the Union, and that Anno 10. Ga. 
even before the Union, it could only have been done by a II. 1736-7. 
Warrant from the Privy Council of Scotland; and as for NN 
ſending him to the Cannongate, he had as little Power, be- 
cauſe the Cannongate was a Regality, and governed by its 
own Magiſtrates.“ 5 

A Scotiſþ Clergyman, Mr. Yates, declared, That being 
appointed to preach in the Church where Porteous was al- 
lowed to hear a Sermon on the Sunday before his Murder, 
he afterwards waited on Porteous, and took occaſion to ac- 
quaint him with the Report he had heard, defiiing him 
at the ſame Time to take Care whom he admitted into his 
Room.“ Mr. Yates added, That Porteous lighted his Im- 
formation, and ſaid, Were he once at Liberty, he was jo little 
apprebenſive of the People, that he would not fear to au 
at the Croſs of Edinburgh, with only his Cane in his Hand 
as uſual, | | 

But the moſt material Evidence againit the Provoſt, was 
the aforeſaid Bailey, who inſiſted that he heard it in every 
Company, that the Deſign was to be put in Execution on 
the Tueſday, and that he drank with ſeveral who had openly 
approved of it. To which it was anſwered, That if Bailey 
kept ſuch Company, there was little Streſs to be laid on 
his Evidence; eſpecially as he did not pretend to affirm 
that he had ever acquainted the Provolt either with the 
Report, or the Perſon's Name who approved the Deſign. 

As to what paſſed during the Time of the Riot, Cap- 
tain Lind ſaid, « That being informed that the Mob was ga- 
thering, he vent to C/ari's Tavern; where the Provoſt was 


| drinking with Mr. Bur, and other Officers of his Majeſty's 


Ship the Dread nought, then ſtationed in the Road of Leith. 
and upon acquainting him with the Danger, the Provoſt 
deſired him to go immediately back, and draw out his 
Men, and that he would inſtantly follow him, and put 
himſelf at the Head of the Guard to face the Mob. That 
he accordingly went to the Guard, but found that the Mob 
was already in Poſſeſſion of the Guard-houſe, having dil- 
armed them, and that they were diſtributing the Arms of 
the Guard out at the Window; whereupon they inſtantly 
returned, and met the Provoſt coming towards the Guard. 
That they immediately reſolved to ſend Mr. Lindſay to Ge- 
neral Moyle, who went accordingly: That they marched 
again out of the Tavern, to which they were obliged to 
retire, to quel the Mob; and after a fruitleſs Attack upon 
the Mob, in which ſome of the Provoſt's Company were 
wounded, they were beat back : He likewiſe ſaid, there 
were but ten or twelve Men, beſides the Serjeant, ace 
| an 
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Arno 10. Gro, and Drummer, upon Guard that Night, there being eight 
Tt 17 20-7; 
W as many abſent either with or without Leave. That 


or nine in Priſon on account of Vilßon's Execution, and 
| | 7 


when he appeared firſt to the Mob, they deſired him to 
be gone, for they had nothing to ſay to him.” 

One Hunter declared in a very diſtincdt Manner, That 
when the Mob began to gather at the Nether-Boww, he was 
coming by the Guard, and told the Serjeant, or the Sentry, 
The Mob æcas gathered, and ſeemed reßolved to have their 
Will, and bid them take Care of themſelves, That Captain 
Lind, > the mean Time, came down from the Provoſt, and 
that he nei ber heard nor ſaw him give any Orders to the 
Guard, only when he faw the "9 gathered towards the 
Head Ci Black-friar \\ ind, he clan ais Hand to his Sword, 
and cry'd, Gol's Mercy, What's the? And away he run as 
taft as his Feet could carry him.” 

d, ad, the Serjeant, ſaid, That when the Captain was 
gone, a cow with a blue Cap came up and aiked the 
Sentry what it was o'Clock? This it ſeems was the Sig- 
nal agreed on by the Conſpicators ; for in a Trice the ſame 
Fellow, backed by ten or twelve more, beat the Sentry on 
his Back, ruſhed in, and made themſelves Maſters of the 
Guard and their Arms, being followed by many more. 
However, it appears by Lind's Evidence, that they were 
moderate enough in the Uſe of Power, at leaſt at that 
Juncture; for when he came, they very civilly defired 
him to be gone, for they wanted nothing with him, and 
warned him of his Danger if he offered to reſiſt. 

Sutherland, the Serjeant, agreed with Hunter in the main, 


only that Hunter's Words to the Sentry were, The Mob is 


np, I adviſe you to give them good Words, for they will 
have their Will. He ſaid, that indeed Captain Lind de- 
fired him to take Care of the Guard ; but that availed little, 
for not one of the Soldiers would have minded him; nay, 
they were ſo intimidated by what had happened to thoſe 
under Porteous's Command, that he believed, except him- 
ſelf, icarce nay of them would have obey'd the Captain 
himſelf had he ſtaid. Yet all agreed, that had the Captain 
been preſent and aſſembled all the Soldiers, who for the 
molt Part lived within a Stone's-throw of the Guard-houſe, 
they might have eaſily prevented the Mob's taking Pot- 
leſion of the Guard-houſe. "The Captain ſaid in his De- 
fence, that he had Orders from the Provoſt to return the firſt 
Time, that he thought no Meſſenger ſo proper as himſelf.” 
It was proved by the Evidence of * Mr. Baird, and 


ſeveral others, that the Magiſtrates endeavour'd to raiſe the - 


Train'd- 


* 4 Merchant of Edinburgh, 
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| end of the Rope, which by this Time, being about Por#ecrs's 
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Train'd Bands, or Militia of the City; for which Purpoſe uno 10. Ges. 
they diſpatch'd one Haliburton their Commandant, to Mr. II. 1736-7. 
Rollo, at whoſe Houſe were the Books, which contained the e 
Names and Places of Abode of every Captain of a Compa- 
ny; but when he came there he was denied Acceſs by Mr. 
Rollo's Wife, who deſir'd him to be gone. They then pro- 
pos'd to ring the alarm Bell, but ſound the Mob had taken 
the Precaution to ſecure the Tower in which it hangs. 

Hiſſop the Store-keeper and ſeveral others prov'd, « that 
the Magiſtrates next ſent to the Magazine for Arms, and 
that the Mob had likewiſe ſecured that.” 

* It had been much infiſted upon by the Counſel for the 
Bill, that the Provoſt ought to have put a Guard of Men 
in the Juſticiary or Tolbooth-Room, which are it ſeems but 
a ſhort Diſtance from one another, but it appeared by all 
the Evidence that in the Situation Affairs were then in it 
was quite impraCticable, 

Walker, the Town-Officer, whom the Mob had fo 
pelted that he was oblig'd to through off his Livery-Coat, 
declar'd, © he was by when they murder'd him, and that one 
more forward than the reſt was check'd by the others and 
deſired to wait for Orders; that he thereupon quitted the 


Neck, he was ready to have hoiſted np, and went about to 
another, who very compoſedly gave him Orders, and that 
he return'd and drew the Rope up, which hang'd Por- 
Feous, | | 

It farther appeared that the Magiſtrates were all this 
Time getting what Information they could by ſending Peo- 
ple who might mix in the Mob, and endeavour to know ñ .; | 
jome of their Faces, but al} in vain; only one Man re- | 
turn'd, who ſaid he knew one Perſon there. The Magiſ- | 
trates defir'd him to name him, which it ſeems he did, and i 
was deſir'd to be in Readineſs to give in what Evidence he i 
could againſt him, when call'd upon. 

Mr. Lind/ay ſaid, * That he return'd about five in the 
Morning, and with ſeveral who had been with the Provoſt 
all Night, went to the Graſs-Market where the Body of 
Porteous yet hung, and ſeveral People, to the Number of 
twenty or thirty as they thought in a Body, ſtanding about: 
Moſt of the Evidence ſeem'd to think thoſe were ſome 
of the Rioters, and ſaid, they advis'd them to depart. One 
was ſeiz d upon, but beſides that they could make nothing 
of him; they had no Priſon in which they could confine him; 
ſo thought it the moſt prudent Method to diſmiſs him: For 
being but a few of themſelves, and the Mob ſeeming reſolute, 
they had no Reaſon to doubt but they would reicue him; 


and 
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Anno 10. Geo. and perhaps, as they had committed ſuch Outrages already, 


would not {tick a greater. The King's Council laid great 
hold of this Circumſtance to prove the Negligence both of 
the Provoſt and of the Town, but it was obſerv'd by Mr. 
Murray, Counſel for the Provoſt, that he was not then pre- 
ſent, conſequently admitting it to be a Neglect, not anſwera- 
ble for it. | 

Mr. Lind/ay farther declar'd, That when he return'd from 
Major-General Moyle's, the Mob was pouring in vaſt Shoals 
out of the Town into the Country, and that he did not re- 
member any one Face of the many hundreds he met with, 
tho' he had liv'd and born the higheſt Offices of the City 
for ſeveral Years." Another of the Witneſſes declar'd, That 
being at Da/kezth, a Village about five Miles from Edinburgh, 
10 or 12 Days before the Riot, he there heard a Report 
that a Conſpiracy to murder Portcous, if repreiv'd,was form'd 
by the Friends of one Ba/lantine, a Youth of that Town, 
who went thence to ſee Vilſon's Execution, and was one 
of them killed by Porzcous, but that no Body believ'd 


An Act made in the ꝙth of Queen Mary of Scotland, 
Anno, 1563, by which it was enacted that all Citizens who 
aſſembled to ſuppreſs any Riot within the Town of Edin- 
burgh, without Authority from the Provoſt, incurr'd the 


Pains of Death, was produced and admitted an Evidence. 


Another Act of James II. of Scotland, Anno 1451, by 
which ro Corporation was lyable to Puniſhment; for the 
Provoſt or any of the Magiſtrates Fault was likewiſe ad- 
mitted an Evidence. The Articles of the Union were 
likewiſe inſiſted on, by which the Privileges of the 
Boroughs are to remain inviolable; and Mr. Hamilton, 


Council for the Town, offer'd in Evidence an Extract of 
the Minutes and Debates of the Seſſion of Parliament in 


Scotland, in which the Articles anent the Privileges of 
Royal Boroughs is ſettled, whereby it appears that upon a 
Motion made to ſubmit them to the Alterations of a Britiſb 
Parliament, a Debate aroſe, and it was reſolv'd in the Nega- 
tive, but this was refus'd as Evidence. 

It was prov'd againſt the City that Porteous was inſulted, 
going to his Trial, by the Mob: This was confirm'd by 
the Teliimony of my Lord Aawvocate, who ſaid he believ'd, 
that had it not been for the Guard he would have been torn 
in Pieces between the Tolbooth and the juſticiary Room, 
tho' not forty Paces diſtance from one another. The Fact 
was admitted, but Evidence was given that the Mob, who 
inſulted Porteous, had no Intereſt in the Corporation who 
was to ſuffer by the preſent Bill, being either the loweſt 

Preg* 


who 
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Dregs of the Inhabitants or People from the Country whoſe Ano 10. Geo. 
1737. 


Relations had been kill'd on the Day of Vilſon's Execution. 
It was likewiſe prov'd that almoſt all they who were kill'd | 
were People from the Country. 

Mr. Lindſay, Mr. Young, and ſeveral more were examined 
to prove the Uſefulneſs of the Town guard, particularly in 
two ReſpeRs, viz. That of extinguiſhing Fires and quelling 
former Mobs. It was plainly made out, that in a City ſo 
Populous, and fo cloſe built, where 40 or 50 Families live 
under one Roof as in Edinburgh, it would be impoſſible to 
quench Fires, or to preſerve the Goods during Fires without 
{uch an armed Force. 

My Lord Advocate, and Patrick Lind/ay, were aſked, 
when upon Examination, whether, if the Town-guard had 
been under Arms and not ſurprized, they did believe the 


Guard would have been able to have quell'd the Mob; they 


anſwer'd they did, and moſt of the Evidence declar'd, that 
they believ'd, had the Guard been properly arm'd and com- 
manded, the Rioters would not have attempted what they 
did. 


As to what related to the taking away theNether-BowGate, 


it was prov'd unanimouſly that the ſaid Gate was of abſolute 


Conſequence to collecting the City Revenue, and that it 
prevented Smuggling. One of the honourable Gentlemen 
abovementioned ſaid, that he did not think its being de- 
moliſh'd would anſwer the Intentions of the Bill, becauſe 
it was eaſy for a ſmall Body to defend the Paſs, where it was 
built againſt a much larger, even tho' the Gate was open. 
Several Evidences were produced, particularly the Act of 
Parliament by which the City collected two Pennys Scots, 
upon every Scots Pint of Ale vended within the Town, to 
prove the Loyalty of the Citizens on former Occaſions, 
eſpecially in the Year 1715, when they rais'd ſome Com- 
panies, and by their Zeal and Conduct prevented the ſur- 
Nl the Caſtle by the Rebels. 

Irvine, the Town Clerk, ſaid, they had during 
Ry Period, and upon other Occaſions, manifeſted their 


Loyalty much to the Prejudice of their Revenue, which is 


| ſcarce able to defray the neceſſary Expence of their 
Town. 


Mr, Hung declar'd, that he found a Bond for ſome hun- 
dreds of Scots Marks, granted by the City of Edinburgh to 
one Wightman, who was obliged to advance that Money 
for the Payment of the Miniſter's Salary, the Revenue of 
the Town having been ſo exnauſted; and all agreed in its 
having the molt üncere Attachment to the Proteſtant Succel- 


ſion in the preſent Royal Family. 
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« We have given the Sum of this Examination, becauſe 
without that the Extracts from the following Speeches would 
not be intelligible. The hearing of Counſel for and againſt 
the Bill being ended, and the Counſel withdrawn, Mr. Steaker 
open'd the Bill, whereupon a Motion was made by Mr. 

ittorney General for its being committed, in which he was 
ſeconded by Mr. Solicitor General, but it being late, the 
Conſideration of the faid Motion was e d till next 
Morning, being 

June the oth, when the ſaid Motion was reaſſum'd; upon 
rene long Debate aroſe, of which we ſhall give Extracts. 

Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL, 

8 s, 
The Bill now before us, I will venture to fay is a 

B 1 that at this juncture muſt greatly contribute to the 
Peace and Tranquillity of this Nation, I am ſorry to ſay 
it. but it is too viſible that the Spirit of Diſſaffection and 
Riot ſeems to have been gone abroad; and if a timely and 
an effectual Stop is not put to it by a vigorous Interpoſition 

of the Legiſlature, no Gentleman can take it upon him to 
{ay where it may ſtop It has in the Chief City of our 
Part of the United Kingdem already left but too melan- 
choly Proofs of its fatal Tendency; and how ſoon it 


may communicate itſelf to the other [ tremble to imagine. 


* The other Houle, Sir, by the ſeaſonable Enquiry has, 
already ſct us the Example, in what Manner we ought to 


treat, and in what Manner we ought to puniſh ſuch unheard- 


of Inſolence and Barbarity, as the Action which gave Riſe 
to this Bill. J hope, Sir, we never ſhall be upbraided with 


being cold in ſeconding their Zeal; I hope, Sir, that it 


never ſhall be laid to the Charge of a Pri Hoaſe of Com- 
mons, that it has been remiſs in puniſhing an audacious In- 
ſult ypon all Law and Majeſty, while the Houſe of Peers has 
appeared zealous and forward in vindicating both. 

„fis true the Charge ag-inſt the Provoſt and Citizens 
of Edinburgh conſiſts in their neglecting to prevent the 
Tumult before it happened; in their neglecting to ſuppreſs 
it, or take proper Meaſures for that Purpoſe after it had 
happen'd, and in their neglecting to diſcover, apprehend, 


and ſecure thoſe who were guilty of that audacious Riot 


and cruel Murder. But this Charge, which 1s the Foun- 
dation of the Bill, is not to be conſider'd as Negligence only; 
for he who does not prevent a Crime which he might and 
ought to have prevented, has always in Law been looked 

upon as ſome way guilty of that very Crime, therefore if 
it ſhould appear that the Magiſtrates and Citizens of Edin 
— 85 and ought to have prevented this Tumult, or 


— 
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ſuppreſſed it, or that they mi igt and ought to have dil- 
cover'd, 
ers. If it ſhould appear that they neglected any of thoſe 
Meaſures which were obvious for accompliſhing either of 
the Neglect muſt then be look'd on as a fort 
of wilful Neglect, and conſequently they mult be look'd 


on as guilty in ſome Meaſure of all thoſe Crimes which 


were committed. And ſo every Gentleman who conſiders 
their Caſe in this Light, the Puniſhment propos'd by this 
Bill muſt appear mercifal as well as mild.” 


Mr. S9/:cztor General ſet out with the following remark- Mr, Solicitor 


able Introduction. 
SIR, 
I have the Pleafure t to oblerve that every one who by 
Occaſion to ſpeak upon this Head, expreſſes the utmoſt 


Deteſtation for the Actors of whit was not only an Inſult - 


upon Majelly but an open Rebellion againſt Juſtice, nay, 
againſt Mercy itſelf, It has, I think, been univerſally 
allow'd, that it is out of the Reach of Common Law, to 
puniſh the Neglect of Duty in the Provoſt and Citizens of 
Edinburgh, it being attended with ſome peculiar Circum- 
ſtances; and as I believe every Gentleman of this Houle 


1s of Opinion, that ſuch a Neglect ought to be puniſhes, 
1 may venture to affirm, that there was no other Method 


of doing it, but in the Method that has been taken, The 
Objection that ſeems to have the greateſt Weight as to this 
Method is the Hardſhip of a Man's ſuffering g by an Act ex 
poſt facto. But the ſuppoſing any ſuch Hardſhip ! is to queſ- 
tion the juſtice and Wiſdom of former Parliaments, who 
have ever proceeded in this Manner upon Miſdemeanors 
which were out of the Reach of the common Forms ot 
Law. Great Pains have been taken to find a Difference 


betwixt the Miſdemeanors for which other Cities were 


puniſhed by this Houſe, and the Behaviour of the City of 
Edinburgh, in the late Riot. But, Sir, tho' two Caſes of this 
Nature cannot be parallel to each other, in every Circum- 
ſtance, every Caſe of a City loſing its Privileges by the 
Cenſure of Parliament, amounts to a Proof that there have 
been Precedents of this Nature, 8 or 9 of which have been 
produc'd by the Gentleman who ſpoke againit the Bill. 
I am far from believing that the Provoſt and Magilirates 
of Edinburgh were actually aiding to the Rioters when the 
unfortunate Porteous was murdered; ſor if they had, the 
Puniſhment would have been much more ſevere than what 
is imply'd in the preſent Bill. And to ſhew that I am 


willing to allow all that can reaſonably be expected in fa- 
vour 


x 32 


apprehended, and ſecur'd the Rioters and Murder- INNS 


41. 
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Anno 10. Geo vour of the Lord Provoſt and City of Edinburgh, I ſhall 


WY 


premiſe two or three Things: The firſt is, that I lay no 
Streſs on the Circumſtances preceding the Murder of 
Porteous, nor do I think that the 'Town of Edinburgh ſhew'd 
any perſonal Rancour to the unfortunate Man in proſecut— 
ing him at their Expences. It was no more, Sir, than 
what their Duty requir'd of them, as he was a Servant 
of their own, and the Crime he committed was done while 
he was cloathed with their Authority, and in Effect com- 
mitted againit them. Nor am J, Sir, of Opinion, that 
they diſcover'd any Malice, but rather Favour in taking 
away his Penſion, and leaving him half a Guinea a Week 
for his Subſiſtence while in Priſon, ſince it comes out in 
Evidence that they did not put it in their own Pocket but 
gave it to the other two Captains who perform'd his Duty, 
nor could the Magiſtrates have been blam'd, had they de- 
priv'd him of the whole. I farther admit, that the Provoſt 
behav'd both circumſpectly and impartial, by leaving 
him to the Judgmen: of another Court, fince by his own 
Authority he might have try'd him and condemned him in 
his own. _ | = | 
We have thought it proper to give this remarkable In- 
troduction in order to ſhew the Candour of the Gentlemen 
who were for the Bill. Mr. Solicitor then took a View of 
the Provoſt's Conduct in theſe three different Periods of 
Time, viz. before, during, and after the Murder of Porte- 
ous; and endeavour'd from a Deduction of Circumſtances 
to prove that he had been Guilty of great Neglect, firſt, 
in not ſecuring the Priſoner Porteous in the Caſtle of Edin- 
Hurgh. upon the firit Surmiſe of the Conſpirators Intentions ; 
ſecondly, that he had not acted with that Vigour which he 
ought during the Time of the Riot. 
He then proceeded to conſider the Caſe of the City of 
Edinburgh as affected by the Bill, and obſerved, it was highly 
improbable that the Citizens were innocent, and that there 
being no poſitive Proof of a Citizen of Edinburgh being 
concerned in the Riot was owing to a Confederacy among 
themſelves. As to the Hardſhip of taking their Watch 
from them, they had enjoy'd. that Privilege in its preſent 
Form only ſince the Revolution, and they might return to 
their old Cuſtom of Watch and Ward : And concluded his 
Speech in the following Terms: 

+ The Gentlemen on the other Side have likewiſe in- 
fiſted upon the Hardſhips of proceeding againſt the Provoſt 
and City of Edinburgh in this Manner : There are only 
three Methods, Sir, by which a Parliamentary Profecution 
can be or hath been carried on. One, which as been long 
| out 
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out of Uſe, I hope never ſhall be revived; the ſecond is 41 10. Geo. 


by Impeachment ; and the third is by Bill, as in the preſent 
Caſe. The two laſt are the only Methods that could have 
been uſed againſt the Provoſt and Citizens of Edinburgh. 
Had they been proceeded againſt by an Impeachment, they 


could have had no Chance to be acquitted but one, which 


15 the Judgment of the Houſe of Peers, the Law havin 

put it out of the King's Power to interpoſe where the Com- 
mons are the Proſecutors. But by the preſent Method, if 
the Party proceeded againſt 1s cenſured by the Peers, he has 


the Chance of being acquitted by the Commons, and if 
condemned by both, he has ſtill a further Chance that the 


King will not paſs the Bill. For theſe Reaſons, I am heartily 


for the Commitment of this Bill. | ; 


Duncan Forbes, Eſq; after expreſſing the utmoſt Abhor- Duncan For- 
rence of the Crime and its Authors, and clearing himſelf bes, EI; 


from the Suſpicion of all National Prejudice, went on as 
follows : | | 5 


The Citizens of Edinburgh, Sir, are divided into two 
Claſſes: One of which compoſes the Corporation, pays 


| Scot and Lot, and has the only Right to vote in chuſin 


their Magiſtrates and Repreſentatives in Parliament: The 


other Claſs, Sir, conſiſts of the very Dregs of the People, 


who have not the leaſt Intereſt in any of theſe Points ; 
they eaſily embrace, and are much pleaſed with, every O 
portunity of being tumultuous. Should the preſent Bill 


| Paſs into a Law, it would be directly formed to favour the 


latter, who were the Authors of the Murder of Porteous, 
in caſe he was murdered by any who lived within the Ju- 
riſdiction of the City of Edinburgh, and to cenſure the for- 
mer, who, it appears from the Evidence given at this Bar, 
has an Intereſt in quelling every Riot of the like Nature 


with chat which is now under your Conſideration, and who 


actually, as I hope to ſhew more at large by and by, did 
uſe their utmoſt Endeavours to quell the Riot which gives 
Riſe to the preſent Bill.? Px 

He then, after deſcribing the City of Edinburgh, took 
Notice that the Situation of the City Guard was ſuch as 
that it could not be removed without the greateſt Incon- 
veniency, and that the Citizens returning to their old 


Cuſtom of Watch and Ward muſt be attended with the Ruin 


of their Trade, ſince they were by that Cuſtom to mount 
Guard, each Man in his own Per ſon for five or ſix Days in a 
Month. He then gave ſome affecting Inſtances of the 


Fury of Mobs in Edinburgh, and the Uſefulneſs of the 


City Guard in quelling them, 
Allow me now, Sir, continues he, to conſider the Con 
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; Anno ro. Ges. duct of the Lord Provoſt of Edinburgh, during that un. 


parallel'd Inſult upon all Laws and Government, which 
happened when the unfortunate Porteous was murdered. 
And indeed, Sir, I own I think it comes pretty plain out in 
the Evidence, that he behaved not only with Prudence but 


Zeal, nay with a Courage which could ſcarce be expected 


in a much younger and much more active Man. No Evi- 
dence of any Credit, Sir, has yet pretended to ſay, that 
the Lord Provoſt, or Magittrates of Edinburgh, had Infor- 
mation of this Riot's being to happen on the Day on which it 
did happen. It is true, one Baih is ſo raſh as to own that 


he drank with ſome of the Conſpirators, who defended the 


Juſtice of the Murder, ſome Days before it was perpetrated, 
and that he himſelf was preſent during the Riot: After an 


Acknowledgement of this Kind, I leave it to this Houſe to 
judge what Credit ought to be given to a Man, who in ſome 


Senſe owns his being acceſſory to the Murder himſelf As 
to Mr. Dun, the other Evidence that ſpoke the fulleſt to 
this Point, the Houſe has already heard too much of bis 
Character, from Gentlemen of unqueſtioned Probity and 
Honour, for me to make any Remarks upon what he has 
advanced, It is true, there is one Evidence of an undoubted 
Character, (I mean Captain Liz) who ſeems to make it 
ſuſpected that the Lord Provoſt had Information given him 
of the Riot's being to happen on the Vedneſday: But, Sir, 
does it appear by that Gentleman's Evidence that, if he 
did believe it himſelf, he acquainted the Provoſt, or any of 
the Town Council of his Grounds of Beliet ? He ſays, he 
came and acquainted the Lord Provoſt that ſuch a Report 
was current ; the Lord Provoſt aſked him, if he believed 


ſuch an Attempt would be made? Of whom he had heard 


the Report? And if it met with any Credit among the 
Men of Senſe he converſed with? His Anſwers to theſe 
Queſtions were, That if ſuch an Attempt was made, he did 
not believe it would be before the Day fix'd for the Execu- 
tion of Porzeous; and that the Report was ſpread only 
among Women and Children, and entertain'd by Fools. 
And, Sir, he gave a very good Reaſon before this Houſe, 


why he did not believe it; which was, That he judg'd it 


impracticable for the Mob to undertake and to ſucceed in 
any ſuch Attempt. I muſt further obſerve, with reſpect 


to the Lord Provoſt, that he was ſo cautious and ſo unwilling 
to let ſlip any Opportunity of receiving any Information in 
this Affair, that he cauſed Captain Lin to walk into the 
Room where the other Gentlemen in Company were, and 
to repeat what he had ſaid; aſking at the ſame Time of 


theſe other Gentlemen (one of whom is a worthy — 
1 


. 
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of this Houſe) if they had heard of any ſach Report; who Aue 10. Ges. 


all agreed that they had heard nothing of it, except from II. 1737. 


Perſons of ſo little Authority and Credit, that they did not 
think it worth while to raiſe any Alarm about it. I can— 
not but obſerve likewiſe, that the Captain's own Conduct 


ſhewed how little Credit he thought was to be given to the 


Report, ſince he left the T'own on the Friday Afternoon, 
and did not return till the Monday following, which was the 
Day before the Riot happened, But, Sir, to put the Zeal 
and Care of the Lord Provoſt beyond the Poſſibility of being 
queſtion'd, he did not ſlight this Information, groundleſs 
as it ſeemed, but called a Council, where it was reſolved to 


have all the three Companies of the City Guard upon Duty, 


and that the Officers of the Train'd Bands ſhouid be in 


| Readineſs upon the Vedncſday; for I mutt again obſerve, 


Sir, that there has not the leaſt Circumſtance come out in 
Evidence to prove that the Report went of the Riot being 
to happen upon the Tue/day, the Day on which it actually 
happened. The Obj Cion, Sir, that is made with reſpect 
to the City Guard not being provided with Powder or Shot, 
if we conſider the Evidence upon that Head, can never affect 
the Lord Provoſt. It appears that the Officer who comman- 
ded the Guard always apply'd to the City Treaſurer when 


his Men wanted Powder and Shot, who gave an Order to 


. #& D 6 | 
the Storekeeper for what Ammunition was required, If no 


ſuch Intimation, Sir, was made to the Lord Provoſt or to 
the City Treaſurer; if the Captain, whoſe Buſineſs it was, 
did not make the uſual Application in order to have his 
Men ſupplied with Ammunition, I hope no Gentleman in 
this Houſe will impute it to the Lord Provoſt, who is no 
military Man, and cannot be ſuppoſed to be acquainted with 
theſe Matters, that they were not ſupplied. In ſhort, Sir, 
I cannot ſee the leaſt Grounds for founding the preſent Bill 
upon any Circumſtance of the Lord Provoſt's Behaviour 
before the Rioc happened, It appears to me, Sir, that he 
uſed all the Precautions that any wiſe Man could have uſed 
upon ſuch an Occaſion, and that he committed no otherBlunder 
in Conduct, except that of not acting contrary to the Advice 
and Judgment of every Man about him, who were all 
of Opinion, that if there was any Foundation for the Report 
of a Riot's being to happen on that Occaſion, it would not 
happen before the Hedneſuy, which was the Day appointed 
by the Judges of Porteous for his Execution, and that to 


make any Appearance of providing »gainit the Rint before 


the ſaid Day, was the readieſt way ro vccafion a Riot. And 


allow me, Sir, to ſay, the Thing peaks itſelf; the Rebels 


had no Certainty of any Repricve having come to the un- 
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fortunate Perſon; ſo that it was fairly to be preſumed, they 
would wait to ſee if they could obtain, in the Courſe of 
Law, what they otherwiſe were reſolved to obtain by Vio- 
lence. | | | 

« As to the Lord Provoſt's Behaviour during the melan- 
choly Time when that barbarous Riot happened, I think, 
Sir, it has Deen admitted by the learned Gentlemen who 
ſpoke for the Commitment of this Bill, that he had uſed 
{everal Efforts to quell it, but might have uſed more and 
ſtronger ; it has likewiſe been faid, Sir, that he neglected 
the proper Means of ſuppreſſing it. How he cou d have 
uſed ſtronger Efforts than he did uſe, is, Sir, what I cannot 
eaſily apprehend. | 

Has it not appeared from the Evidence given at the Bar 
of this Houſe, that he no ſooner was informed of the Ap- 
pearance of a Diſorder, than he diſpatched away the Cap- 
rain of the City Guard, in order that he might draw out 
his Men, that he (the Lord Provoſt) might put himſelf at 
their Head and march againſt the Rebels? Has it not ap- 
peared, Sir, that he was as good as his Word, that he fol- 
lowed the Captain with as much, nay more Expedition than 


could have been expected from his Age and Infirmities ? 


He met the Captain returning from the Guard-Houſe, from 
whence the Violence of the Rioters had forced him. The 
Hopes of ſuppreſſing them by means of the Guard having 
failed, the moſt probable Method was to apply for Aſſiſtance 
from the King's Troops. This dangerous Commiſſion was 
readily accepted of by an honourable Member of this Houſe, 
who executed it with great Difficulty and Hazard. It has 
been objected, Sir, that no Letter was written requiring 
General oy/e to march his Troops into the City, and that 
without {uch a Letter there was no Reaſon to expect that 


he would come to the Aſſiſtance of the Magiſtrates ; but, 


Sir, it appears there was not Time even to write a Letter 
tho' it had been as ſhort as was propoſed by a learned Gen- 


tleman; and the honourable Gentleman who was diſpatched 


from the Street (for I muſt obſerve that he wen: from the 
Street, not the Tavern) has declared in Evidence, that tho' 
ſuch a Letter had been written he would not have carried 
it, becauſe if he had been ſeiz'd upon by the Rioters, and if 
ſuch a Letter had been found about him, there was no room 
to doubt but that they would have treated him with as little 


Ceremony as they afterwards ſhewed to Porteous. 


In the mean Time, Sir, it ſeems, the Violence of the 
Mob roſe to ſuch a Height, that there was a Neceſlity for 
the Magiftrates to take {ome other Meaſures for the common 


Safety. It was propoled that tne Alarm Bell ſhould be rung, 


IC, 
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in order to bring the Citizens to the Relief of their Ma- ine 10 On 
giſtrates: But ſuch, Sir, was the Forelight of the Rebels, 
that they had ſeized the Tower in which this Bell hung, 


ſo that there was no Poſſibility of getting at it. It was then 
propoled, Sir, to fend the proper Officer to raiſe the Captains 
and Heads of the Train'd-Bands; but this Expedient fail'd 
likewiſe ; you have heard by what Means it did fall, and 
that neither the Lord Provoſt, nor any other Magiſtrate was 
to blame.” 

«The Lord Provoſt, that nothing on his Part might be 
omitted, likewiſe made another Attempt, in Perſon, to ſup- 
preſs the Rioters. And it was, Sir, an Attempt ſo hazar- 
dous, that there are very few Civil Magiſtrates but wou'd 
have thought they had done their Duties very well, tho“ 
they had not gone ſo far. 
the Lord Provoſt, Sir, were much diſproportion'd to tha: 
of the Rebels; the Rebels were arm'd, thoſe with the Lord 
Provoſt without Arms; yet all this did not hinder the Lord 
Provoſt from advancing againſt them, till ſeveral of his 


Company were wounded with Stones, till even Fire-Arms 
were level'd at them, and till the braveſt 
Company thought it prudent to retreat, becauſe to have 


oldeſt in the 


done otherwiſe wou'd have been for the Magiſtrates to have 
expoſed both their Perſons and Authority to the Inſults of a 
barbarous and an enraged Multitude, The Lord Provoſt at 
laſt, Sir, did retreat, and the Rebels perpetrated their bloody 
Reſolutions. Now, Sir, if we take a View of the Provoſt's 
whole Conduct upon this melancholy Occaſion, I wou'd glad!y 
know of any Gentleman, who has heard the Examination; 


of the Evidence, if it appears that the Lord Provoſt omitted 


any one Meaſure that was propoſed to him for the Sup- 


preſſion of this unhappy Riot. 


As to his Behaviour after the Riot was over, Sir, I have 
heard of only one politive Circumſtance that has been ad. 
vanc'd againſt it, which is, the not impriſoning the Man 

Who was 'feiz'd in the Graſs-Market the next Day: Bur 
how, Sir, can that Circumſtance affect the Lord Provoſt. 
who appears never once to have ſeen or to have heard of 
that Man till he was diſmiſs'd? And indeed I think the 
Gentlemen who ſeiz'd that Man, had they pretended to 
have put him in Priſon, wou'd have bid fair to have renew'd 
the Tumult; ſince, as you have heard, the Rebels were ye: 

upon the Spot in great Numbers, and with a Shew of Reſo- 


lution; this, Sir, the Rioter who was ſeiz'd ſeems to have 
otherwiſe it can never be ſuppoſed he 


been well aware of; 
wou'd have been ſo mad as to remain upon the rery Spat 
of Execution, and to allow himſelf tamely to be ſeiz'9 
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The Hon. Gentleman, Sir, a worthy Member of this 
Houſe, who is my Colleague in the Poſt I have the Honour 
to fill in that Country, 1s a Perſon whoſe Zeal for his Ma- 
jeſty's Service can be as little queſtion'd as his Abilities, which 
I am ſure are very great; that Hon. Gentleman, Sir, I fay, 


can witneſs how indefatigable, how zealous, nay, I may ſay, 
how keen the Lord Provoſt was in promoting whatever 


cou'd contribute to diſcovering the Conſpirators, ſo that if 
they were not diſcover'd, it was not owing to him but to us; 
and if this Houſe is reſolv'd to paſs the preſent Bill into a 
Law, on account of any Neglect that happen'd upon that 
Occaſion, it is but juſt that you ſhou'd ſtrike his Name out of 
the Bill, and clap in the Names of a Couple of your own 
Members. | 


Thus, Sir, 1 have given my Opinion with reſpect to the 


Inſufficiency of the Evidence for paſſing the preſent Bill 
into a Law, and I have done it in the Sincerity of Heart; 
ſor what Motive, Sir, can I have in what I have ſpoken, 
but the Diſcharge of my Duty as a Member of this Houſe ? 
It is more than probable, Sir, that I ſhall never trouble you 
again with my Sentiments upon this or any other Subject, 
but my Conſcience wou'd ever afterwards have accus'd me, 
it I hd quitt d my Seat here before I had given my Reaſons 
why 1 think the preſent Bill ſhon'd not be committed.” 
General Wade obſerv'd, that there was one Circumſtance 
thet prov'd three Things; firſt, that the original Deſign of 
the Conſpirators was to have murder'd Porteous on the 
Tueſday ; ſecondly, that it was talk'd of openly ; and thirdly, 
that the Citizens and Inhabitants of Edinburgh were the 
Murderers. The Inſtance was the Caſe of a Servant to 
one Colin Aliſon, who ſwore that a Fellow came into his 
Maſter's Shop, on the Thur/day or Friday before the Murder 


was committed, and info1m'd him that Tue/day following was 


the Day appointed for revenging innocent Blood. 

He obſerv'd that the Riot deſerv'd the Name rather of a 
well conducted Conſpiracy, than the Proceedings of a Mob: 
And then vindicated Mr, Male, the commanding Officer at 
Edinburgh, upon the Principles of military Diſcipline. 

Mr. SHippen then ſpoke againſt the Committment, and 
Charles Erſkine, Eſq; who was the Solicitor for Scotland, 
an{wer'd that Part of General Vade's Speech relating to 


Aliſon's Servant. Mr. Serjeant Skinner then ſpoke for the 


Committment, and obſerv'd, that in other Countries the 


Common: People are generally on the fide of Mercy, but 


that it was otherwiſe on this Occaſion. Lord Cornbury then 


ſpoke againſt the Commitments, and took Notice that it 


was extremely impolitical as well as unjuſt to provoke the 
| Scots; 
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Scots: For, continued his Lordſhip, if they ſhould ſay, 4 10. Ges. 


it t. 1.173% 
might have Strength enough to ſhake the Pillars of this A 


let us fall with the Philiſtines, who knows but that they 


Houſe, even tho they ſhou'd bury themſelves under the 
Ruins of the Conſtitution. | | 


Henry Fox, Eſq; then ſpoke for the Commitment, and Mr. Fox. 
Lord Glenor- 
We have omitted giving the Extracts of what was ex- cy. 
cellently ſaid by each of theſe Gentlemen on this Occaſion, Mr. Og le- 
becauſe the Reader will find the Force of their Arguments Hor pe. 


Lord Glenorchy againſt it. As did Mr. Ogllethorpe. 


already ſtated. 
The next who ſpoke, was Mr. Erſeine, who took Notice 
of one Thing overlook'd in the Debate, And that, ſaid he, 


Sir, is with regard to the Puniſhment inflicted by the preſent 


Bill upon the Citizens of Edinburgh; what J mean is the 
demoliſhing the City-Gate. If this Gate, Sir, were the 
Property of the Perſons who by the preſent Bill are ſuppo- 
ſed to be guilty, and if theſe Perſons were proved to be 
guilty, I ſhall not deny but the Puniſhment would be ade- 
= to the Offence : But the Caſe, Sir, is otherwiſe; the 

ate belongs to the Corporation, and Corporations, in the 
Senſe both of our Law and the Civil Law, are in ſome 
meaſure looked upon as Minors, whoſe Eſtates the Magi- 
{tracy of the City, and the EleQors of that Magiſtracy, 
which are the Town Council, and the Conſtituents of that 
Town-Council, which are the Merchants and Traders, are 
no other than the Truſtees and the Guardians. Hence, 
Sir, it is plain, that if we ſhall think fit to puniſh the Cor- 


poration for a Miſdemeanor committed by the Magiſtrates 
and Traders, we ſhall do the ſame thing, as if a Judge, 


for a Fault committed by the Guardian of a Minor, ſhould 


give Sentence, that the Damage ſultained by the Miſdemea- 


nor ſhould be made up out of his Pupil's Eſtate. If Gentle- 
men view the preſent Bill in this Light, and at the ſame 
Time reflect, that, beſides the inhuman Inſult committed 


upon Majeſty and Government by the barbarous Riot we 


are now conſidering, the Corporation itſelf was a very great 
Sufferer; and had it not been for the Meaſures taken by the 


Magiſtrates, in all Appearance, there would have been ſtil! 


a greater by that Riot. I ſay, Sir, if Gentlemen would be 
pleaſed to conſider this, I am perſuaded they would be very 
cautious in giving their Votes for inflicting the Cenſure 


propoled by the preſent Bill.” 


He then took Notice that the Imputation of Barbarity 
was not peculiar to the common People of Scotland, for 
that one poor Fellow had been pelted to Death but a few 
Days before on the Pillory in Weſtminſter. | 


Sir, 
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ſeconded the Motion, in his Obſervations upon the Evi. 


down | till the Clerk ſhall read them. 
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Sir WV "Uliam Longe then ſpoke for the Commitment, 


ang esp -d to think, that the Conceſhons made by Mr. 
Se 47 General were rather too farourable ſor the Provoſt 


and the Citizens of Edinburgh. 


Lord Pofwarth role next, and ſpoke in Subſtance as ſol- 


lows: 


8 1 . 
« Ever fince this Bill was brought before us, J have en- 
deavoured, by a cloſe Attendance in the Houſe, to make 


myſelf as much Malter of what could be ſaid for or againſt 


it, as I was able; and if any Gentleman will ſhew where 


one Argument in the Charge againſt the Lord Provoſt and 


City of Edinburgh has been proved“, I will this inſtant 
give my Vote for the Commitment of the Bill: I fay it 
avain, Sir, if any Gentleman will ſhew one Article that 
has been proved againſt the Lord Provoſt and the City of 
Edinburgh, 1 will give my Vote for the Commitment of 
The Honourable and Learned Gentleman who 


dence, was pleaſed to advance, That during the Time of 
the Riot a Perſon came into the Tavern where the Lord 
Provolt and Magiſtrates were, and affirmed, that he knew 


one of the Rioters, offering at the ſame Time to name him, 


but that he was forbidden by ſome of the Company, who 
deſired him to wait till a more proper Opportunity.“ I 


think there was not one Article advanced by any of the 


Witneſſes that eſcaped my Notice; and I dare venture to 


affirm, that not one of them gave any ſuch + Evidence. 


Nay, I appeal to the Minutes of the Examinations, and fit 
T ſhall make a 
Remark or two upon one Part of the Speech that was de- 
livered by the Honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt; 

the reſt of it I think requires none. The oe 
Gentleman ſeems to be ſatisſied in general with the Truth 
of what is laid down in the Preamble of the Bill; 


has been proved, It has always been my Opinion, Sir. 
that as we are the Judges of this Affair, we ought to act 
upon the {ame Grounds, and be determined by the ſame 
Rules of Equity, as other Judges are. As we have gone 
ihro' a long Courle of Evidence, we can have no other 
| ouncation to build our Judgment UPON, than the Facts 

that 


1» 6 — 


3 7 17, ere he avas interrupted £ ſome Members. 


+ Here he was again interrupted by ſome Members, who 


EY , No, No. 
| bo: Here he fat down, 


but has 
not been pleaſed to ſhew how one particular Circumſtance 
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that have appeared from that Evidence; elſe, why have we Jn 10. Ges. 
ſpent ſo much Pains and Time upon it, at ſuch an advanced JI I 737. 

Seaſon of the Year? And we have heard Evidences, Sir, \ FYyNRJ 
who have ſeemed to be very much diſpoſed to have aggra- 5 

vated every Circumſtance of Miſconduct or Negligence, | 
could they affix either of them upon the Provoſt or Ma- 
giſtrates of Edinburgh. Something indeed was advanced 
that looked that way, and has been much inſiſted upon by 
the Gentlemen who have ſpoken for the Motion, tho' the Ac- 
count given by Gentlemen of undoubted Honour and Probity | | 
of the Perſonal Character of theſe Witneſſes, and the many | 
Inconſiſtences of their Evidence, make it ſurprizing to me, 
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that they ever ſnould be mentioned but with Indignation. b 
I am perſwaded, Sir, that if Gentlemen would lay their | ' 
Hands upon their Hearts, and afk of themſelves, whether F 
they would have voted in the Manner they have done, had | 
the Caſe of the City of Edinburgh been that of the Cities 6 
of Briftel, York, or any of the large Cities of England; I 
ſay, Sir, I am perſwaded Gentlemen would have required, 
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5 that every Tittle of their Charge againſt them ſhould have f 
1 been fully and undeniably proved. It is true, Sir, that | 
+ none of the Authors of this deteftable Murder have ever || 
5 been apprehended: But, Sir, is it neceſſary, that, in order | 
) to make a decent and plentiful Execution, we ſhould puniſn | 
[ thoſe who ſeem to have no other Crime but their Endea- | | | 
2 vouring to ſuppreſs the Crimes of others; and muſt the 
0 Innocent be puniſhed, becauſe the Guilty have gone unpu- | 
Ll niſhed? As this ſeems to me, Sir, to be the Caſe with reſpect 
it to our Proceeding on the preſent Bill, [ heartily give my 
a Vote againſt the Motion.“ 
1 Sir Fohn Barnard, among other things, ſpoke to the 
* following Effect: | | | | | 
le | 81 R, | 0 
h | « As I have ſome Concern in the Civil Magiſtracy of a Sir Job? 1 
„ City, and probably may have more, I don't think it ſufficient Barnard. 
e for me barely to give my Vote againſt the preſent Motion, 
r, without taking Notice, that we are now upon a Point that | 
& may ſome time or other equally affect every Civil Magiſtrate, - Þ 
ne and every Community in the Kingdom. If the Lord Pro- | | 
—— volt of Edinburgh was guilty of any Fault during the Time 
er of this unhappy Riot, it was of too much Raſhneſs, and too [| | 
tg. much Zeal; in expoſing his Perſon and Character in order to [| 1 
at ſuppreſs it. For my Share, Sir, I cannot ſee what View 1 
— the Lord Provoſt could have, if he did not act with Zeal 4 
and in good Earneſt, to expoſe both his own Life, and that | 
be of his Friends, in his repeated Endeavours to ſuppreſs the 
Riot: And had been in his Caſe, Sir, I doubt very much 
if 
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if I had gone fo far as he did. I know the Behaviour of 


the Gentleman who was Lord Mayor of London, when a Mob 
happened upon the Anniverſary of the memorable Exciſe- 


Bill's being ſet aſide, has been mentioned upon this Occaſion : 


But all the World condemned that Gentleman for expoſing 


his Perſon ſo much as he did to the Fury of the Populace, 


and there was not a Friend he had but blamed him for his 
Raſhneſs. But ſetting aſide all theſe Conſiderations, Sir, 
I think that our proceeding by Bills of this Nature has fo 
dangerous a Tendency, that tho* I did think the Subjects of 
the Bill guilty, I ſhould never give my Vote for proceeding 
againſt them in this Manner, It may be a Precedent, Sir, 
for a future Miniſter to wreck his Indignation upon any 
Civil Magiſtrate ; but we have no room to imagine that he 
would bring in any ſuch Bill againſt another Miniſter, let 
him hate him ever ſo much, becauſe that may be a Pre- 
parative for ſerving himſelf in the ſame Manner by a luc- 
ceeding Miniſter who is in Power, and who hates him. 

Sir Robert Walpole ſpoke next to the following Effect 

Sin, 

Ever ſince J had the Honour to ſit in this House, I 

never heard any Affair more diſpaſſionately examined into, 


more candidly diſcuſſed, and more patiently attended to, 


than the preſent, eſpecially by the Gentlemen of the Coun- 
try where this Scene of Murder and Rebellion happened ; 
and indeed, as I ſtand affected in the preſent Queſtion, I 


could be almoſt tempted to wiſh, that the Gentlemen of that 


Country had defended the Caute of their City and its Ma- 
giſtrates with Jeſs Eloquence and Calmneſs than they have 
done; and at the ſame Time that ſome other Gentiemen had 


| behaved with more Decency and Temper : For after the 
impartial Behaviour of this Houſe, Sir, in the preſent 


veſtion, I cannot ſee the good Tendency of theſe inflam- 
matory Speeches that have been thrown out by ſome Gentle- 
men upon this Occaſion, For my Part, Sir, I diſdain the 
Diſtinction that has been made between Civil Magiſtrate 
and Miniſter of State. And, I hope, I never have gi- 
ven any Grounds, by my Behaviour as a Miniſter, to ima- 
Zine I would have a Regard to any ſuch Diſtinction. And 
{ am ſure, Sir, the Behaviour of the Miniſtry upon this Oc- 
caſion can give no room for any of theſe inflammatory Inſi- 
nuations. The Subject of the preſent Bill was thought to 
be in the other Houle of ſo important a Nature, that they 
ſpent a great deal of the preſent Seſſion in the Examination 
of this Affair, and have ſent down the Bill to us in the 
Shape it is at preſent. We ourſelves, Sir, after a long and 
painful Examination, have ſound there has — 3 
lurder 
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Murder and a Rebellion committed in that City. There is Auno 10. Ces. 


no Gentleman but muſt own, that theſe are two Crimes that 
Ought to be ſeverely puniſhed, upon not only the Authors, 
but even upon ſuch as in the moſt diſtant Manner were 
their Abettors. And, Sir, from the Courſe of Evidence 
that has been laid before this Houſe, I can with a good Con- 
ſcience ſay, that had the Towns of Briſtol, Norwich, &c. or 
any of our great Incorporations in England, behaved in the 
Manner the Magiſtrates and Citizens of Edinburgh did in 
the preſent Occaſion, I ſhould have been as forward as any 
Gentleman in this Houſe to have inflicted as ſevere, if not 
a ſeverer Puniſhment upon them, than what is implied by 
this Bill againſt the other. In ſhort, Sir, I think that we 
ſhould err againſt all Prudence and good Politics, ſhould we, 
without once committing it, reject the preſent Bill. If, af- 
ter it is committed, Gentlemen ſhould think fit to. make 
ſuch Amendments upon it, as may leave the Privileges of 
the Incorporation of Edinburgh untouched, and remit the 
moſt penal Part of the Puniſhment of the Lord Provoſt : 
And if theſe Amendments ſhould be founded upon Reaſon 
and Equity, I ſhall by no means be againſt them : But in 
the mean Time I heartily vote for committing the Bill. 

Wa——r P--——r, Eſq; ſtood up next, and among 
other Things ſaid, He was of Opinion there could nothing 
new come out in Debate, when the Bill ſhould be commit- 
ted, that did not then appear ; and that as they had heard 
the Evidence examined, he thought there was no occaſion 
to take up the Houſe's Time longer about it at this advanced 
Seaſon. For ſince they had no other Rule to go by in the 
preſent Aﬀair, than what aroſe from the Evidence ; and as 

that appeared ſo lame, that not a ſingle Point was proved 
_ againſt the Provoſt or Citizens of Edinburgh, he was of 
Opinion, they could do nothing more agreeable to Equity 
or Reaſon, or to the Honour and Dignity of Parliament, 
than to drop the Bill entirely.” _ 

It was then reſolved, that the Bill ſnould be committed 
to a Committee of the whole Houſe: It was next reſolved, 
that the Houſe would on the Monday following reſolve it- 
ſelf into a Committee upon the ſaid Bill. | 

Upon this Occaſion it was at firſt propoſed, that the 
Houſe ſhould next Day reſolve itſelf into the ſaid Com- 
mittee ; but ſome Members took: Notice, that next Day, 
being the 10th of June, they thought it a very improper 
Day for them to go into a Committee on ſuch a Bill. The 
Scope of the Bil), as it then ſtood, was for demoliſhing the 
Ports, and diſmiſſing the Guard of the City of Edinburgh, 
thoſe very Ports, and that very Guard which had enabled 


that 
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Ann 10. Geo. that City to keep the Pretender out in the Year 1715; and 
II. 1737. fog doing this they were to chuſe that very Day which was 
ASVYNY Celebrated by all Facobites as the Pretender's Birth-Day. 


This they thought was not very prudent ; it would be a 


Matter of Triumph to all Facobites, who would not fail to 
_ repreſent it as a Judgment upon the City of Fainburgh for 
ſhutting their Gates againft their lawful and rightful So- 


vereign, as Facobites were pleaſed to call the Pretender to 
his Majeſty's Crown and Kingdoms. This Conſideration, 
they hoped, would have ſome Weight againſt agreeing to 
that Part of the Bill, when they went into a Committee 
upon it; but they took Notice of it at that time only 


to prevent the Houſe's going into a Committee upon ſuch a 


Bill on ſuch a Day. For this Purpoſe they hoped'it would 
be of ſufficient Weight; and that therefore no Gentleman 
would inſiſt upon the Houſe's going into a Committee ypon 
chat Bill till Monday then next. 

This ſeemed to be the Occaſion of petit off the Com- 


mitment of the Bill till Monday ; and on Monday the Houſ- 
having reſolved itſelf into the ſaid Committee, the Preamble 


and every Clauſe of it was oppoſed, and upon each there 
was a Sort of diſtinct Debate, ſeveral of which were puſhed 
ſo vigoroufly, and with ſo much Succeſs by the oppoſing 
Party, that the Bill not. N ane its Name, but in ſome 


manner its Form. 


Nay, in the Committee, the Bill run a very wreak Riſk of 
being quite loſt; for after all the Amendments had been 


made, the Bill then appeared to be ſo very different from 
what had been ſent them'by the Lords, that when a Motion 


was made for reporting the Bill with the Amendments to the 
Houſe, the ſame was firenuouſly oppoſed ; and after a long 
Debate, when the Queſtion was put, the Diviſion was 130 
for reporting, and 130 againſt it; ſo that it came to the 


| caſting Vote of Colonel Fladen, who was Chairman of 


the Committee, and who gave his Vote in favour of the 
Bill. But 1 was another Circumſtance which contri. 


buted to the paſſing of this Bill, or rather prevented its be- 
ing loſt; for at this very time, when this equal Diviſion 


ne of G ge, Elq; and Mr. 
/ for Scotland, were both in the Houſe of 


happened, 7— E 
8 „ 


Peers 3 as Counſel in the Hearing of an Appeal 


there; which both of them endeavoured as much as they 
could to have put off, in order that they might be preſent 
and upon their Duty in the Houſe of Commons; but this 
Requeſt was refuſed; ſo that neither of them was preſent, 


upon this Debate or Diviſion in the Houſe of Commons; 


1nd as both of them had often before declared themſelves 
againſt 


„ 
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„ which you have ſhewn upon ſome extraordinary Inci- 


= Affairs, that it would be as unjuſt not to acknowledge 


(. $45.) | 

againſt every Part of this Bill, it is probable, if they had Anno 10. Geo. Il. 
been preſent, they would have voted againſt reporting the — 
Bill, which would have prevented its being in the Chair: | 
man's Power to do what he did. 

'The Motion being thus carried for reporting the Bill 
with the Amendments, the Report was ordered to be re- 
ceived the next Morning; and Colonel Bladen having ac- 
cordingly reported the Amendments that Day, the firſt A- 
mendment made by the Committee, which was that for 
leaving out the ſeveral Clauſes for demoliſhing the Nether- 
Bow Port, and for taking away the Guard of the City of 


| Edinburgh, was read a ſecond Time, and agreed to by the 
Houſe; then the other Amendment made by the Committee, 


being the Clauſe for impoſing a Fine apon the Corporation 
of the City of Edinburgh, was read the ſecond Time; and 


a Motion being made for re-committing that Amendment, 


after a long Debate, the Queſtion was put upon that Motion, | 


and was carried in the Negative, by 144 to 123; after 


which this Amendment was agreed to by the Houſe ; and 


then the Bill was ordered to be read a third Time next 


Morning. 


Fane 13. The ſaid Bill was read a NT! Time; and fe- ve 6: reſating 
veral Amendments were made to the Title, which had to the City of Edin. 


burgh, on account of 
become neceſlary from the Amendments made in the Com- Portecus's Murder, 
mittee to the Bill itſelf; after which a Motion was made? into an Ae. 


for paſſing the Bill; and upon :5- Queſtion's being put, it 
was carried in the Affirmative by 125 wv tor; and Colonel 
Bladen was ordered to carry the Bill to tux Lords, and 
acquaint them that the Houſe had agreed to the ſame with 
ſome Amendments, to which they. deſired the Concurrence 
of their Lordſhips, which were agreed to, and the Bill 
paſs'd into an Act. 

June 21. The King came to the Houſe of Peers, and 
put an End to the Seſſion, with the following 1 


„ My Lords and Gentlemen, 
Am come to put an End to this Seſſon of Parliament, 2 King's Sport 

„ that you may be at Liberty to retire into your ſeveral boch Thd Setter 
“ Countries, and, in your proper Stations to promote the 
« Peace and Welfare of the Kingdom. 

« I return you my Thanks for the particular Proofs 
“ you have given me of your Affection and Regard to my 
* Perſon and Honour; and hope; the Wiſdom and Juſtice, 


«« dents, will prevent all Thoughts of the like Attempts 
“ for the future. The Conduct of this Parliament has 
e been ſo uniform in all your Deliberations upon publick 


You, IY. | 217, 9 155 
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it, as it is unneceſſary to enumerate the ſeveral Parti- 
culars, 
Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 
* Your Care, as well in raiſing the Supplies neceſſary 


for the Service of the current Year, as in rang, fa in the 


Manner leaſt grievous and burthenſome to my People, is 
a freſh Inſtance of your equal Concern for the Support 
of my Government, and for the true 'Intereſt of your 
Country. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

« You cannot be inſenſible, what juſt Scandal and Of- 
fence the Licentiouſneſs of the preſent Times, under the 
Colour and Diſguiſe of Liberty, gives to all honeſt and 
ſober Men, and how abſolutely neceſſary it 1s to reſtrain 
this exceſſive Abuſe, by a due and vigorous Execution of 
the Laws ; Defiance of all Authority, Contempt of Ma- 
ciſtracy, and even Reſiſtance of the Laws, are become 


too general, altho* equally prejudicial to the Prerogative 
of the Crown, and the Liberties of the People, the Sup- 


port of the one being inſeparable from the Prote&ion of 
the other. I have made the Laws of the Land the con- 
itant Rule of my Actions; and I do, with Reaſon, ex- 


pect in Return all that Submiſſion to my Authority and 


Government, which the ſame Laws have made the Duty, 
and ſhall always be the Intereſt of my Subjects.“ 


Then the Lord Chancellor, by the King's Command, 


prorogued ths Parliament to the 4th of Auguſt. 
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